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ABOLISHING TECH NIGHT

O do away with that one of Technology's traditions which has

for so long heen regarded as the outstanding feature tending to
make Tech life approach something like those “good old college
davs about which we have heard so much, is one of the most serious
and drastic moves the Institute Committee, or anvone else for that
matter, could ever think of. Belore any tradition is abolished there
should be a very minute and detailed investigation of all the factors
involved on both sides. This preliminary research should be all the
more exhaustive and complete when the tradition is such a famous
one as the Institute’s Tech Night.

There will no doubt be a considerable reaction in the minds
of a great many of the student body when they learn that an at-
tempt has been made to abolish this event from Tech’s activity
calendar. Before jumping at conclusions, however, it will be well
for them to consider the problem: in an impartial light, in a light n
which their own selfish and stubborn selves are forgotten, but which
itluminates with perfeet clearness the part Technology itself plays
i the consideration. This is not a questicn involving govermment
which represents them. It 15 a question involving Technology ¢
nane hefore the public and its reputation throughout the country.

The facts brought out in the report of the special committee ap-

pointed to investigate the matter tend with surprising unanimity
Comprised

to indict the present form of Tech Night at the theater.
as it was of students, alumni, and members of the faculty, this
committec certainly cannot e accused of not reaching an impartial
decision.
which it reached, and which are
Committee for action, are so sensible in their essence that it will
take more than a scanty refutation on the part of the opponents
of the abolition of the present program to overcome them.

HIC Institute Committee has done well 1o table the report of its

sub-commitice 5o as to give the student hody a chance to ex-
press itself before any formal action is taken. But more than mere
personal disapproval will have to be shown. Because the student
body will be deprived of a chance to let its enthusiasm overcome it
and carry it into riotous action one night a vear is no reason why
Tech Night should be preserved. The reputation of our Alma Mater
iv worth far more than one foolish night of revelry and mad carous-
ing. Il a man must indulge in such carryvings-on, then let him do so
limself, or at Ieast where his connection with the Institute will
not be revealed or made a subject for public gossip.

Getting down to fundamentals, what is Tech Night other than
a pure invitation to unfavorable publicity, a game of sporting chance
to see if the newspapers can find out things as they are, and then
to exaggerate them to please the public’s passion for scandal?
sav even that it is'a sporting chance is too moderate, for the risk
is too dangerous and the compensation too nil. JFor who enjovs
the show, unless it were those in the first few rows of the or-
chestra?  With a din too noisome to permit hearing of the plavers
it scems that the only reason a man buys a ticket is for the op-

portunity of heing present at a boisterous gathering and of giving

vent to his feelings by way of hindrance to others who may want
1o hear something of the play.

To us there seems but one sensible thing to do. An unselfish
comsideration of the problem will lead most of the really loval sons
of our Alma Mater to the conclusion that, strong and cherished
though the tradition may have been, it is too dangerous a one to
preserve for the ignominious, sensual, personal jov which is ob-
tained from it

CENSORING QUR SPEAKERS

IT s not without apprehension that we learn of the recent action
taken by the Institute to exclude students from the open forum
conducted by the Speakers’” Club. This action comes on the heels
of a popular and well attended meeting and is significant in its in-
tent and purpose.

The Speakers’ Club, in itself, is a small organization, claiming
perhaps not more than twenty-five or thirty students, and has been
active in sccuring several men to give open lectures and more re-
cently a debate, It 1s probable that the public nature of the meet-
ings has been instramental in inducing some of the speakers to
come and give their time, and under the proposed ruling it is more
than probable that the prospects of lecturing to a mere handful of
nien will not he sufficiently attractive to bring men who have other
demands {or their time.

There is still rg doubt about the value of an open discussion.
and however reactionary the new policy may be the fact remains
that those who wish to taste of the forbidden fruit are merely ac-
centuated in gheir desires and become more resourceful as the dif-
ficulties increase. \When things are forbidden we become inquisitive,
sceptical, and often defiant.

Whatever cloak a truth, a half truth. or a fallacy is clothed in.
there 1s nothing which will reveal the inner structure like open
criticism after the inspection. Intolerance will avail nothing, and
compassion will not be appreciated by “Les Stupides” who insjst
on drawing their own conclusions. The fundamental precepts of
this education are discredited when we are obliged to bow to the
censor. and we are sickened at heart by the realization that, of-
ficially at least, we are incapable of arriving at a “correct” inde-
pendent judgment. If there is anything to be gained bv an educa-
tion it is the ability to differentiate between the genuine and the
dross, to distingaish between the true and the untrue, and to realize
that all that is accepted is not infallible. This principle is not recog-
nized in any program which aims to support arbitary and artificial
barriers and which tends to destroy a student's last refuge—the
right to his own opinion.

It went into the details very carciully and the decisions
recommmended to the Institute

To

of communications 1o boom up his page.

From the effervescing seclusion of
High Bail John's to the unsophisticated,
docile, and harmless surroundings of
a simple tea dance. Such is the his-
tory of the evolution of Tech Night.

The Lounger was awakened from a
somewhat lengthy and delicious sleep
vesterday noon Dby an excited diseiple
of the proverbial apostle of news—
Marco Polo, or Nero, or Adam, or
whocever he may have been—and told

to be on his toes; for there were
“hig doings” in the making. The
Lounger was in a pugnacious mood

and lazily pointed the way to the door.
But the reporter would not he out-
done and the diplomatic threat of the
application of a handful of refreshing
snow to the Lounger's face had the
desired effcct.*

* *
Abolish Tech Night. Were they
crazy? So they were trying to sneak

something over on him, were they?
Well, they were in for a ligtle sur-
prise. No durstly gang of politicians
and too scricus-minded, self-appointed
godiathers could put such an autocratic
piece of legislation over on the Loung-
et and the student body. The Lounger
would pmt a spoke in their wheel
“Faster!™ he shouoted through the
speaking tube to the pilot of the swift-
Ix moving checker board. ITnwardly, he
was having  visions of another con-
flagration akin to the one precipitated
ast spring when the discussion at one
of the Institute Commiltee’s mectings
ot so hot that 1t set fire to the awn-
ing over the window of the West
Lounge. Only this one would require
the whole metropolitan fire department
to extingussh it and the combined
Cambridge and Somerville police forces
too, perhaps. ”
* % *

Deacon Robinson opened the meet-
my with all due solemnity. and busi-
ness, bath old and new, procecded with
astonishing rapidity considering the vis-
cosily of the bram cells concentrated
within the roem. By kind desiegn ol
Fate the chairmen of nearly all of 1he
standing committees deported “No Re-

port.”  The other reportings were dis-
posed of in quick and commendable
fasliion.  And then the Lounger held

his breath as the report of the Tech
Night Commitice came up for discus-
sion, He must admit, however, that
while the report was heing read he
had lost his nervous rage and had to
concede to hitiself that the report was
sensible in substance. The arguments
he had heen preparing so copiously
now appeared to be completely un-
reasonable in the light of the report;
in fact, the Lounger was ashamed of
them as products of his famed imagin-

ation.  He abandoned them and sat
back to listenn to the discussion,
Jut no discussion followed. And

here the T.ounger began to perceive
that legislation goces through all too
mucht of a mechanical and cut-and-
dried process. Defore an opinion had
been sounded the report had been
tabled until the next mceting. Yet this
move was a tactical one, for the Com-
mittee will not have to commit itself
until student opinion has been sampled :
which is as it should he.

And the Lounger went home disap-
pointed because the fires had not been
lighted.  His opinions on preserving
Tech Night are not so determined as
they were, and he s afraid he has
been converted. He issues warning to
all the student body, however,  If
anyone is opposed to abolishing Tech
Night fet him <ay so openly. A frank
contesting of opinions in this paper is
what he wants to see and let it come.
whatever there is of it. immedrately.
His driend, the editor, wants a flock

WHO SAYS?

The familiar sayings for today are:

1. "When I was County Superinten-
dent .. .

2. “Like unto this—."

3. “Now this has no practical use.”

The answers to the quotations in last
issue were:

1. Professor Hamilton.

2. Professor Lambert.

3. Professor Miller.

Play Directory

ARLINGTON S5QUARE: “Mary.”” Revival of
familiar musical comedy.

BOSTON OPERA HOUSE: Chicago Opera
Company. “Manco.” Tomonrrow, Matinee,
“Jongleur” and “Maestro di Cappela.” Even-
ing  *“Othello.”

COLONIAL: “Vanities.”” Passable revue.

COPLEY: “Windows.” Galsworthy comedy
again,

HOLLIS: “The 1st Year.!” Comedy,
MAJESTIC: “Polly Preferred.”” Comedy,
Goad.

PLYMOUTH: “Whispering Wires.” Last
week.

SELWYN: Jane Cowl in “Romeo and Juliet.™

ST. JAMES: “The Green Goddess.” Boston
Stack Co.

SHU?ERT: *Greenwich Village Follies.” ILast
week.

TREMONT: “The Clinging Vine,”
show drawing pgood crowds.

WILBUR: “Up She Goes.”” Humorous musi.

Musical

Scott’s Tuxedo Suits $50
Endorsed by University Men

COTT’S Tuxedg suits have been endorsed by univer-
sity and college men everywhere as correct and
produced according to their style requirements. Not
only because they are authentic in cut but because they
are skillfully tailored to hold their style lines through-
out the life of the fabric, Sccit’s Tuxedos ideally fit the
exacting demands of the college man.

Made in our own workroems, full silk lined, shawl or
noich collar

Tuxedo coat and trousers $30.

Young Men"s Department, second floor
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! .336 to 340 Washington Street, Boston

Lunch for Ladies and Gentlemen
from Noon to 3 P. M.

Dhaner, 6 P, M. to § P. M.

Dancing
from 6:30 to

Supper, 8 P.M. to 1 P.M.

Banguet Hall for

s to 500 1 A.M. Music by
5 Fred A. Pullen’s Orchestra
“eople

and The Imperial Marimba Band
Tel. Hay. 4740. Emil Camus, Prop.

SEVENTH EDI'I:ION OF
“ Advanced Machine Work”

By ROBERT H. SMITH
Massachuseits Institute of Technology
A BOOK {or Students, Teachers, Engineers, Ap-

prentices,  AMachinists, Unive::sitics. Technical and
Vocational Schools and Machine Shops.
THE SEVENTH EDITION gives practical in-

siruction in making mechanical measurements with
Light Wavys.

MACHINE WORK gives a necessary training for
positions in modern indusiries.

INDUSTRIAL EDUCATION BOOK CO.
BOSTON

S R VS ST O T 1 A T O B A

Simcore wirea and cables are made in accordance with the Code rules of the
Nztional Board of Fire Underwriters. Every completed length is subjected to voltage
tests that not only insure superior quality but are a measure of that quality.

SIMPLEX WIRE & CABLE CO.

201 Devonshire Street, Boston
Chicago San Francisco New York

“If it’s popular at College —
You Il find it at Macullar Parkers”
COLLEGE APPAREL OF THE VOGUE

London Coats Fur Coats
Patrick Coats and Ulsters
Sack Suits
Sport Suits
Tuxedo and Dress Suits
Imported Golf Suits
Sweaters to match
Londen Neckwear
Scotch Plaid Mufflers ,
Collar-attached White Cheviot Shirts

Closed Front Single Band Cufis

MACULLAR PARKER
COMPANY

“The Old House with the Young Spirit”
Tremont St., at Bromfield

cal comedy. A




