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Page Two Monday, May 14, 1923

Ad Temper Ardor With Wisdom 
.. Major Briggs Advises Cautious Choice of Opponents.>

-Encourages Intramural Athletics ..

Undrgrduaergau
News Organ
of Technology

A Record ofContinuous
News Service
for 42 Years

A quarter of a century ago, few co]~~~-leges could havre told you whether
Technology had a track team or not.
The story of Technology's rise to
intercollegiate prominence in track,
and later to varying degrees in other
forms of athletics, is an interesting
commemtary on the spirit which has
animated oar athletic policy.

The Technology relay team, al-
thougll a prominlent feature in Newv
England college competition, was not
veery well known nationally in 1904,
wvhen Georgetown University sent up
its notedly strong team to the B. A. A.
games. The management encountered
difficulties in finding a competitor in
Iits class. Colonel George B. Billings,
then chairman of the Athletic Com

mnittee of the B. A. A., and his col-
league, Mr. George Brown, were rath-
er pessimistic about locating a school
who was -willing to compete with the
crack Georgetown team. Colonel
Billings remarked to a fellow member
of the B. A. A. Athletic Committee,
Major Frank Briggrs '31, "I can't see.
where wve are going to scrape up a
team -willing to run against those
Georgetown fellows."

"Techinology Will Meet Any One"
Major Briggs was then chairman of

the Ins~titte Advisory Council on Ath-
letics, and at once stepped into the
breach: "Technology will run against
Georgetown, or against any other
team you want them to," was his chal-
lenge.

Technology did run against George-
town and got wallopped, but that in-
cident laid the foundation for a later
high standing in intercollegiate ath-
letics. Major Briggs, wvlo has contin-
uied to exert as profound an influence
upon the course of our athletic de-
velopment as he did in this incident
which supplied the initial impetus,
will giv-e his opinions upon the expan-
SiOnl of our athletic policy.

By Major Frank Briggs '81

The policy of the Advisory Council
since its institution in 1897 has been
to foster and develop intramural and
interfraternity competition to the end
that the class and thus the varsity
teams mlay be improved. The value
of intramural athletics in getting a
large number of nlen engaged in all
bl'anches of sports must hot be over-
looked.
First Intramural Competition Here
This stressing of intramural athle-

tics is typical of Technology; the ex-
periment was first tried here. In the
first eighit or ten years of: its exis-
tence since 1897, the Advisory Coun-
cil laid special emphasis upon the
establishment of intramural athletics

with the result that, after' a dozen
years of this policy, the idea began tobe taken up by other colleges (among
'whom 'was our neighbor on the river)
andi wsas broadly cast out upon the
,%aters 1by them as an original idea.
In the long run, this policy has been
adopted by colleges throughout the
country of far greater athletic noto-
riety than our own humble iiistitu-

T ho ploliCy as thus developed has

proven good without a drawback. Wehavte 'now our fraternity relays andl
baseball teams; our dormitory hockey,
basketball, and bowling teams; the
football, basketball, 'and baseball
teanis of the undergraduate activities;
our eight Field Day teams, our class
baseball teams and crews; and ourfreshman teams in almost every
branch of sport. Probably over halt
the school is engaged in athletics of
some sort.

Developed Better Varsity Team
That this policy has resulted in

much better competition ill our class
teams was demonstrated on Tech
Field at the Interclass Track Meet the
other day. Our varsity teams are~necessarily much improved by having
available an abundance of material in
the -shape of men trained in intramnu-
ral and interclass athletics. So -while
not sufficient unto themselves, iiitra-
mural and interfrater'nity sports oc-
cupy a very important p~lace In Trech-
nology's athletic program and coni-
tribulte immensely to the final results.

Then there is the matter of athle-
tic competition with the greater col-
leges. About the beginning of this
century our successes at the world
renow'ned B. A. A. gaires b~egan to
show~ that we were too strong fer the
other small New Englard 1 olloges of
averageo athletic ratin:-r, with w;hom
we hat! been competiii, Andl so the
Athletic Council graduafl.,,, developecd
the pol icy of taking on these high]ly-
rated greater colleges not only intrack bDut also in swVinlliming, w\rest-
ling, Lo(xitng, baslietbal!, etc., when we,
created such teams. It became evident
that these were the colleges with
whom we preferred to ompaete, al-
though three years out of' live they
n~ijght be stronlger tian wv.?

Good to Pick Tough Opponents
In general, this policy of picking

tough opponents is sound. One ob.
jection is that in track events, for in-
stance, the competition up to the end
of April is apt to b~e confinedl to a very
fews of the mnost expert men. For ex-ample, wie wUere recently confronted
by the alternatives of sending six or
eight of our best men down to Phil-
adelphia to the Pennsylvania Relay
Carnival to compete with the strong-
est teams in the East, or of sending a
full team of about two dozen men up
to a dual meet with Maine.
The selection miade was undoubted-

lv wise. because three or four times
as many men were able to profit fronm
the experience, which they would not
have had if only a few men had gone
to Philadelphia. The experience would
not have been very valuable to the
chosen few. either. for it is upoh thenst
that the brunt of the work has fallen
(luring the winter months, and for
them the Relay Carnival would Slave
been just a continuation of a !or-- se-
ries of eontests of the indoor season.
Tte need is for more genieral com-

petition, that includes other events
than the short distance runs and sim-
ilar indoor events, and that develops
a track team as a whole and prepares
competitors in all events for their
strenuous contests at the N. E. I. C.
A. A, and I. C. A. A. A. A. gamles.
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your anatamy you want to erase(Turing the process of your ejec~tion, be
it from parlor car, caboose, or Tiffa-
ny's. The solution -is to buy two pairs
of -trousers with your next suit or stay
the way you are and go around to see
Fra~nk Ean-aly-what's left of your
clothes will do to run in.

The point the Louznger wishes to
bring out by all this rtom-foolerick dis-
cussion is that the June finals are not
afar -off, in fact -are appearing on the
potential horizon even as now. Sim-
illtaneously -with their appearance

comes a contemporaneous dose of the
parasitic spring fever.
To return to the subject. There are

two available courses of approach to
examds. The first is to keep studying
until the term is over. Thejn you can
have a good time exam week and can

(Continued on Page 3 )

Communications
To the Editor:
The members of the 15,0 pound crew
wrish to express their appreciation of

the support given them by those cheer-
ing from Harvard Bridge, in the race
*^ith Harvard Saturday.

(Signed) 
F. V. Rosseatt (Captain)

.1
graduate to oppose the ancient tradi-
tions and customs of the college.
Among the reforms demanded are a
r evision of the college curriculum,
abolishllenlt of required courses, and
unlimited class cuts.

Sophs Threaten Strike
A sympathetic strike as a protest
against the suspension of one of the
mmembers of the sophomore class al;
Johins Hopkins University is being
threatened by his classmates. The

so~ophoores believe that the only rea-
SOII for the suspension wras the active
parrticipationl in the recent interclass

battle, and if their belief is substan-
tiated, declare their intention of walk-

Offer $1000 for Song
The Institute is not the only col-
lege offering a cash prize for a college
song. At Y ale a prize of $1000 hasbeen offered by an anonymous conl-
tributor to the person composing al
suitable school song.

Ill a contest held recently at the
Univ-ersity of Pennsylvania to choose

the most beautiful coed and the
hlialdsonilest male student, the men in-
sisted that there were no good look-
ing coeds at tile university and re-
fused to cast any votes. The coeds

mlaintain that the mall chosen is not
hanndsome, and they whill not takie any
notice of the niatter.

Film on Relativity
Thle latest movosie thriller is the six-

reel filmn, "The Einstein Theory of
Relativity" which was recently shownn
at Brown University. In an endeav-
or to acquaint the students with the
fundamental ideas of the theory, only
somne of the popular conceptions were
explained. The filml illustrated the
bending of light rays and t-he addi-
tion of the fourthi dimnension..
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THE report of the investigation committee of Tlse Tecll to theInstitute Committee last Thlursdayr was probably the mlost out-,standinlg example of destructive criticism that our student gov-erneiit has accepted this year. With hardly a lone commllent on any-feature of the paper that had received favorable judgmllent by thestudent body, this committee set about tearing to pieces details of pastisssues of The Tech, giving scarcely a thought to the basic principlesthat lay beneath. Wdith a woeful disregard for the simplest mechanicsof newspaper makeup they jumped into the position of advisors andcriticizers. The Tech has not always been right, far frole it. Its onlyr eason for existencee is to serve the student body by working for thebest interests of Tecllnology as a whole. Where wie have been shortsighted in carrying out these purposes in the past lve hope to showsbetter judgment in the future.

The Tech is a college nelvspaper. As such it is to be differ-,entiated from the ordinary nlewspaper. The Tech recognizes this dis-tinction.
As a newspaper, however, The Tech has a right to dictate itsaown policies, independent of any other organization whatsoever.These policies are formulated to achieve enlds, whrlich, in the opinionof The Tech, wvill only be of ultimate benefit to Technology as ao-whole. And as any individual possesses an inherent r ight to hisown convictions, so wvill The Tech adhere to its owvn opinion, irre-spective of any other orsganizationl which, bar reason of its mlisdlirectedor assumed authority, tries to dictate its rown code of principles.
The Tech repeats its former- assertions that it is not an adlver-tising circular for any activity that mlay w\allt publicity. The Techwhill. be only too glad to print activity newvs, which does not appearto be only a meatls of obtaining unwacrranted publicitv. Such apolicy is justified :not only because the integrity of The Tech as anewspaper must b~e preserved, but principally out of fairness to, andas a protection to, other activity nelvs which is of acceptable charac-ter and material value . It is up to the various activities to supplynews which is acceptable in the first place alld no further difficulties

-will be experienced.

PAYING A RESPECT TO ACHIEVEMENT

TAST Saturdail Technlology's flag, was once again 1-uvered to halfAdmast to markc the occasion of tbe passing of one of its foremost
lllel. Professor L~ouis Derr's namue w^ill lon- lbe remlemlbered inconnection wsithl Technology affairs, and his achiev ements ill tile fieldof science wRill pareserve the memory of hin along faith Techlnology'smoost cherished traditions. What lie accomplished' duringy his lifetimemight wvell serve as an incentive and all inspiration to those w0ho arenowv en-aged in following out the stork he did Ad hie alive. It iswvith regret that wee make mention of Professor Derr's passing-. Yet.it is with prof~oundc willingness that woe add his name to the list ofthose 5Nwho have given their all to+0ard maintainling and. ra8ising thestandards of our Alma Mater.

HELP A CLASSMATE

HlE T. C. A. Undergraduate iEmployrment Bureau has issued alcall f~or assistance in finldingr positions for students dluringC thecoming, summer. Mlen -%-,ho knowr of jobs that are open or'-lili wtill soonS be open can render a service by- informing theB31reau, and in so doing they may be the means of helpingy some one
to come back against next fall.

The Bureau functions throughout the Jrear, but it is used theiost during the summer months, when it plrovidles +sori for studentswaho aroe so fars from home that there can not go back for vacation.ils well as aiding those who actualJ3r Ieed wsork it also places men+sho are industrious and are looking for experience.
Last summer, positions filled b~y the Bureau paid in total ap-p-.oxiinlately $20,000). Thle present source of obtaining jobs, throughemployers dlireetly, is not large enough to fleet the increasing de-llzznd. By mlealls of student coop~erationl the Bureau hopes to opena larger field for unldergraduate work. If: you knmvz of a job yroudon't -,vant Yourself tell the T. C. A. about it and help al classmlate Stall

ill the Institute.

The Tclh takes -reat pleasure ill annlouncing the election of PaulJ. Cacrdinall '24, to the position of Editor.
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INSURANCE

ALL KINDSIThe Lounger has long been recog-
nlized as a joy-killer. He has been both
detested and respected for it. Dete~st-
ed becaiuse facts are cold and cruel.
and the Lounger's pen is independent
of personal enmities or friendships.
Respected because- the danger of an
enthusiastic eruption of his satire oil
one thin,, -or another is always im-

pending. But today he is in a con-
genial moo10d. He therefore submits

-some meandering consolations and
ramblish advice.

"Oh-Ma" Shy-Ann, or whatever his
name weas, had the right sort of dope
after all, to the Lounger's way of
thInking- Omar must have run a hocok-
shop or a merry-go-round, for he
couldn't get over his own little phrase,
"Take the cold hard Cash, and let the
Credit go to the Dickens. No charge
accounts accepted, and wve don't de--
liver C. O. D."

Anyone who has tried [to bum a ride
on the Boston and Maine, or attempt-
ed -to purchase diamonds with the in-
genious combination of a clean-shaven,'
smooth cheek, and a naked pocket-
book know s the -value of Cash. It's
just a choice between which part of
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