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THE ELECTORAL COMMITTEE

AT last, after five weeks of the us-
ual haggling, the Technigue Elec-
toral Committee has chosen an editor-
in-chief for next year's volume. A
good job has heen done, but at what
expense of time and energy. The
time consumed is an indictment
against democratic methods of choos-
ing the man. This does not mean,
however, that the alternative is the
termination of the only prerogative of
u class whieh gives it the right to take
an active part in the conduct of an ac-
tivity.

The present system is not scienti-
fically devised. The only requisite
that it meets is chat it is democratic,
at least in theory. Practically, it has
proved to be very difficult to work, as
many members of previous commit-
tees will testify. Further, the wmen
who know most about the qualities
and fitness of the candidates have no
voice in their choice, and since the
electors are not of necessity aware of
the particular attributes of the aspi-
rants to the editor’'s chair, it is not
impossible that the whole affair will
degenerate into a political squabble.

These objections can be easily over-
come hy a slightly different organi-
zation of the committee's functions.
Instead of allowing it to select any
man from the class at large, the names
of only five or six men should be sub-
mitted to it for consideration, these to
be selected by a board composed of
men who are most likely to know the
‘value of the material available among
the candidates. OQObviously, this board
should include the editor-in-chief and
business manager both of the current
volume and of the preceding volume.
The Sophomore class should have rep-
resentation, perhaps in the person of
ity president, and THE TECH might
well be represented by its General
Manager or by its Editor-in-Chief. The

guestion but for the fact that experi-
ence has shown that about omne-third
of every Technique staff has had, at
one time or another, some connection
with THE TECH.

Not only is such an arrangement
the most logical from the fact that the
Technique board would have a word
in the choice of its successors, but it
is also the fairest, inasmuch as poli-
ties could play no part in a group of
such diversified interests. All the men
suggested by the board would be of
meritorious ability, and it would be
difficult for any political bickering to
take place over them. The adoption
of the scheme will end the practice of
certain factions delaying action for
weeks on account of their insistence
on a particular man, and the very un-
desirable makeshift of choosing a coni-
promise candidate in order to break a
deadlock will be altogether eliminated.

The present Electoral Committee
should by neo means be abolished, as it
is very valuable as a nucleus for class
activity, buat it could do its work much
more effectively by adopting a few
such as the {foregoing.
The Institute Committee should take
the matter under consideration as
soon as possible, so the next year's
Technigue may Dbenefit by any plan
which may be worked ocut.

SHALL WE ABOLISH

THE INEVITABLE

EVER since Gilbert K. Chesterton,
in his inimitable way, propound-
ed the above query, its repercussions
have been disceranible in many of the
most widely divergent strata of so-
ciety, until the latest thing to be in-
cluded in the category of the inevi-
table whose abolition is contemplated,
is that long standing bane and Neme-
sis of both student and teacher, the
college examination. '

But while the scholastic oracles are
practically unanimous on the disad-
vantage and more obvious defects of
the examination system as exempli-
fied in the vast majority of modern
collegiate institutions, the fact re-
mains that examinations fulfill a very
definite function in the complicated
scheme of any educational institution.
and pefore raising any questions as to
the ultimate utility and final desirabil-
ity of examinations, it would be neith-
er wise nor desirable to forget just
why we have such examinations. or
why we must continue to have them
both now and in the immediate future,
unless human nature 1s to undergo a
metamorphosis besides which the
most utopian dreams of the millenists
would be as the direct pessimism.

It is perfectly true that examina-
tions have been abolished in many of
our institutions of learning. It is al-
so perfectly true that the benefits to
an ever appreciative society mnmight
have been considerably augmented if
the abolition had not stopped at the
examinations but included many of
the courses in which they were given,
courses such as were undoubtedly the
provocative influence causing an ob-
servant Frenchman to remark aiter
completing a tour of some of the
above-named institutions, “In Ameri-
~3 you have courses in everything ex-
cept learning.”

‘While a healthy curiosity about the
uovel and c¢ontemporaheous is any-
thing but an undesirable asset, yet the
spectacle of situdents flocking to the
latest twists and twirls of psychoana-
lytical inhibitions and Freudian com-
plexes, at the same time having no
more knowledge of Dante than that
the word somehow resembled the
name of a steamship, or that a person
endowed with some such patronymic
wrote a book on a place which is sel
dom mentioned in the most select cir-
cle of the social elect.

As to scientific education in partic-
wlar, the real need of the time is net
for less, but for more, examinations.
For whiie exams may be every bit as
bothersome as they are depicted by
those upon whom they have left their
harrowing, if maturing imprint, they
still remain about the only practicable
method at the command of the
conscientious teacher who wishes to
insure that his pupils are doing some-
thing more than star-gazing or day-
dreaming in his classes. And while
examinations are undoubtedly un-
pleasant, the acquisition of knowledge
has never been a field of endeavor ir
whirh the dilettante is particularly

inclusion of this last might be open to

conspicunus.

The Lounger’'s life is inextricably
tangled up with the principle of un-
fettered speech, but there are oceca-
sions when he feels that there should
be some limit to what is said. That
is to say, when one has nothing to
say he should say nothing. He feels
that one should not speak on subjects
on which he is ignorant.

Several frosh have been pguilty of
this crime against society. All the
way from the self-constituted author-
ity on my lady nicotine down to the
present the frosh have forgotten that
children should be seen and not heard.
This is the latest from a frosh who
does not dare sign his name (prob-
ably due to the fact that the Charles
is now open to receive guests).

Dear Lounger:
i I feel it my duty to call to your at-

tention 'a very grave error which ap-
peared in your article last Friday.
You claimed to hold a piece of paper
in vour left hand while the cut showed
it to be In your rignhf. I know that
this error was cansed by vour look-
ing at the cuat in which, of course, the
relative positions are reversed. I hope
!that vou will remember this in look-
ing at future cuts.
FELIX FRESHMAN.
The Lounger hates to smash
dreams, for he sees bhow much mare
enjoyable they make life for the chil-
dren, but the error was
by anyvbody.

|whereof he knew not. When this poor

ifrosh gets older he may understandi In 1918 he organized the firm of
that there is a difference between. which he is now president. Under his
holding and carrying. When one'leadership the company has rapidly

holds an object he holds it tight, just
as one holds a football or a young
lady. When one carries anything he
does it in a more easy manner. Thus
the Lounger carried a copy of the
Crime but as he said he held a paper
in his left hand. This paper was a
check for ten cents, being the refund
jon a lab deposit.

Now, the Lounger does not object

pathy, nor does he object to a frosh
saying what he Lknows, be it ever so
small. But when a boob who krows
nothing about the trialg and tribula-
jtions of a would be humorist and im-
mediately proceeds to send in a half
icolumn diatribe against Phosphorous.
!It is too bad. The Lounger is frank-
ily worried over the ultimate fate of
Ithe youthful scribbler to THE TECH.

In the young, arrogance and stupid-
ity seem to go hand in hand. This is
not a success producing combination
for an ambitious child. Not very far
in the dark and distant past, another
{kid wrote a similar toned letter at-
itacking the No Smoking signs which
the Institute Committee had placed
around the buildings. The Cfaculty
started their wheels of justice rolling
and zbout Christmas time he received
a request to the number of nine.

not cansed .
In fact the only error:
iwas that of the writer. as he wrote:

to the poor frosh writing him f[or sym-

NOTICES

FOR UNDERGRADUATES

UNDERGRADUATE

All freshmen desiring to substitute
track, fencing, boxing, crew, wrest-
ling, and baseball must sign up with
Coach Kanaly in his office, 335 Walk-
er before noon Wednesday, March 15.
This includes all men now out for
these sports as well as any new can-
didates.

ALUMNI NOTES

Heads Censtruction Firm

Dwight P. Robinson '92, a graduate
of Course VI, is now associated as
president, with the corporation of
Dwight P. Robinson & Company, one
of the largest engineering and con-
gtruction firms in the country. On
graduation he assisted in the mechani-
cal engineering laboratory at the In-
stitute, Later he joined the organiza-
tion of Stone & Webster as head of
the Chicago office. From 1895 until
1903 he travelled over the coniinent
under the management of Stone &
Webster taking charge of various light
and power properties of that organiza-
tion. He was made president of the
engineering and construction activi-
ties of the Stone & Webster Engin-
eering Corporation in 1943. From 1912
when he hecame a partner in that
firm till 1918, he had charge of various
hydro-electric projects, and the build-
Iings of steam stations over the coun-
Itry.

iexpanded, and now forms one of the
+largest organizations of its kind in
the world.

1 Elected President of A. S. C. E.

John R. Freeman 76, one of the)
' ablest consulting engineers in this|
{country, has been elected President of}
the American Society of Civil Engin-
eers. He has been connected with
imany engineering projects in Boston.
Baltimore, and New York. After tak-
ing up residence in Providence, he be-
came affiliated with many firms, most
notably the Providence Gas Company.
His achievement as president of this
organization was the erection of a
gas making plant, now in operation.
The scene of many of his engineer-
|ing feats is in the Orient where he
made surveys for the modernization of
the Chinese (Grand Canal. There he
has also made plans for the reclama-
tion of a vast amount of land, and the
provision of Irrigation facilities in
many parts of the famine
country which deals with fire insur-!
ance. His many books on the dis-!
charge of fire nozzles and the hydrau-|
lics of fire streams are authoritative. |

Laghocolatiere

“Whete Tastes Are
Pleased”

Boylston St.at Mt. Auburn

near Harvard Square

A Collegiate Rendezvous

Misses Villa and Eugenie Johnstop

NEW DRESS CLOTHES

FOR HIRE

Dress Suits
Tuxedo Suits

Shirts, Shoes,
Hats, Etc,

Read & White
111 Summer Si.

Boston £
25% Discount 10 M, |, T. Students

of the law and the technique of
the profession and prepares them
for active practice wherever the
English system of law prevails,
Course for LL.B. reguires three
school years.

1928, one year in college will be
required for admission.
the requirement will probably be
two years in college.

year to coliege graduates.

- A

LAW STUDENT

THE BOSTON
UNIVERSITY LAW
SCHOOL

Trains students in principles

Beginning in the Autumn of
In 1925

Special Scholarships $75 per

For Catalogue Address

HOMER ALBERS, Dean
11 Ashburton Place, Boston

: ]
stricken;

4

Loomis Dancing School

93 Mass. Ave., Boston

Latest Modern Dancing Taught
Also Stage Dancing
Soclals every Wednesday and
Saturday evenings

That is why the Lounger fears for
Mr. Dayhbert's boy, Georgie. The sym-
toms of the case are the same. George
may have his arrogance removed by
the mighty Charles but no one can
correct his stupidity but himself, This
does not look hopeful, for not the
slightest bit can be held cut for any
yvouth who read “Culture in the Cor-
ridors,”” and believed that he was
meant to laugh at the profanity in it.
If the Lounger read the editor's inten-
tion correctly, tears, and vows to be
a better man were meant to follow it.
And surelv, nothing but rigor mortis
should follow a youth's declaration
of belief that the Voo Doo editorial on
“Kissing and Telling” was a series
of “wise cracks about the up-to-daie
flapper.”” The Lounger did not like
to see his sex maligned to the extent
it was in that editorial, and he did not
wholly agree with its conclusions, but
he would never have thought of gues-
tioning its sincerity.

Altogether George W. did nol add
much to the lustre of the name of
Daybert when he penned his little
screed. There is always valid eriti-
cism to be made of Voo Doo, and the
Lounger would never for a minute
suggest that because a man is in his
first year at Technology that he should
not be allowed to make it. But he
does think, K that some examination
should be made on what food these,
our freshmen feed, that they are
grown so great. That a callow youth,
still in his mental knee-britches, should
believe it fitting to express himself
in such a manner reflects serlously on
the Technology Plan of treating fresh-
men.

While there are not as many restric-
tions put on the chaps who come here,
the flower of the prep schools, bubbl-
ing with knowledge, as there are at
other colleges, he cautions the mem-
bers of the class of 1925 not to fool
themselves.

Another indiscretion of similar mag-
nitude, and serious things are liable
to happen to the carefree liberiy that
frosh at Tech enjoy. The Lounger
knows whereof he speaks. Person-
ally the Lounger thinks restrictions
would be a great pity, but he has po
doubt of the outcome if future fresh-
men classes allow the Dayberts in
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ARLINGTCN:
COLONIAL: “Tip Top.” Fred Stone’s

COPLEY: Three of Shaw's Plays.

their midst to run without a leash too
much. :

AT THE THEATRES

> -y y Sl oy

“The Heart of Mary-

land.” Arlington Stock Company.

last week.

HOLL!S: “The White Headed Bay.”
The Irish Players in Lenox Robin-
son's comedy. |

KEITH'S: All star bill including Cran
Wilbur and Martha Mansfield in
“Right or Wrong.”

MAJESTIC: Shubert vaudeville starr-
ing Alexander Carr.

PLYMOUTH: “The Green Goddess.”
George Arliss in refined melodrama.

SELWYN: “The Circle.” John Drew
and Mrs. Leslie Carter, old favor-
ites.

SHUBERT: “Greenwich Viilage Fol-

Y
STONE & WEBSTER

INCORIORATED

DESIGHN steam power siailons, hydrse-
slectric acvalapments, triasmissien
lines, c¢ity and interurban raliways,
gas and chemien! plants, industrial
piants, varehsuses snd bulldings.

CONSTRUCT either from their awn de-
signs or from designs of other em-
gloeers or architeets.

MANAGE publle ntillty and Indusirial
compsales,

REPORT on geoing concerns, proposed
extensions and uew projects.

R Y R R N R IT]

FINANCE ndusiriai ‘and public atility

properties and conduct an invest-
ment bdmnking business. g
NEW YORKE :: BOATON :: CEICAGO

RIS

..0ies.”. Ted Lewis in third annual
production.

ST. JAMES: “Detour.”
Company.
SYMPHONY HALL: Mar. 13, at 8:15.

Boston Symphony Orchestra with
Jean Bedetti as soloist.

TREMONT: “The Grand Duke.” Lion-
el Atwill in a Belasco production.
WILBUR: “Lilliom.” Here and bere-

Boston Stock

after. Last week.
MOVIES
CENTRAL SQUARE:: “Forever.”

Wallace Reid and Elsie Ferguson.

FENWAY: “Peaccck Alley.” Mae
Murray.
TREMONT TEMPLE: “Monte Cristo.”

William ¥ox production of play by
Alexandre Dumas.

Theatre Tickets

CHOICE SEATS FOR ALL
ATTRACTIONS
UNITED TICKET OFFICE

13 Beyiston Straet

Beach 3221, 3540, 6702
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THEnamc VENUS isyour
guarantee of cfection.

Absolutely crumble-proof,
§ smooth and perfectly graded.

7 DEGREES

2B soft 8¢ black H med. hard
B soft
¥ firm 4H extra hard

HB medium~for general use

I5c pey 2ube of 12 leads;
$1.50 per dozen tubes
Ifyour dealer cannotaupply youwriteus.
Anmerican Lead Pencdl Co.
215 Fifth Ave., Dept.  New York
Ask us about the new

1

VENUS EVERPOINTED PENCILS II

1% LR W i D MO E RO R E OO WO e

LTIt



