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TECH SHOW COMPETITION

™ another column of this page is printed a communication re-
I ceived by the Editor during the course of the week attacking the

lack of fairness displayved in the choice of men for the two parts
but recently added to the cast of the Tech Show. FEither the corre-
spondent has written in total ignorance of the circumstances attend-
ing this choice, or in an unfortunate mood of prejudice against the
entire system of competitive activities at Techuology and agaisnt
the Tech Show management in particular.

“Dixie” will not fail to appreciate his error when he reads that
the two new parts were decided upon too late to be anneunced in the
next issue of THE TECH. The management of Tech Show, the
cast, the chorus did their best to spread the information that the try-
outs were to be held the following afternoon for the two new parts.
The Tech Show management assures us that the choice oi the can-
didates for these parts was made in strict accordance with the pruely
competitive methods that were explained last term at the “Kom-
:mers’ Smoker.”

The Tech Show competitions are but one example of the spirit
that has attended all such choice for positions in the activities at
Technology. This competitive system is one that we may feel
proud of because of the high standard it has maintained in our ac-
tivities. This system is responsible for the fact that a great propor-
tion of the undergraduae body is connected with some activity. Ap-
parently many oi us do not realize or properly evaluate the mani-
fold opportunities that the Technology system offers. Let us pro-
mote confidence and good will in our student activities instead of
ininuaing partiality and favoritism, without first investigating
the facts. )

E wish to call the attention of the student bodv to the fact
that all communications for publication in THE TECH
must be signed by the real name of the writer. Neither the

name nor initials will be published unless so desired.

On Wednesday, May 14, we published an editorial headed
“Briefer Psychology.” We wish to say that thie editorial was not
written by a member of THE TECH, but bv Professor William
James, author of “Principles of Psychology.” We take this oppor-
tunity of apologizing to the author for not printing the article as a
q-ntation from his book. )
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COMMUNICATIONS

To The Editor of THE TECH
Dear Sir:

Would your please oblize me by pub-
lishing the following communication at
yuor earliest possible convenience.

Ever since I entered the Institute, in
fact hefore I entered, I have known
abont Tech Show, It ranks among the

best in college theatricals, and justly
so, for there is no denying that they
always put across an extremely good
show. ‘They run everything on a
competitive basis which is 'acknowl-
edged the only fair way to doing
things. Tmagine my surprise therefore
on reading in the last issue of THE
TECH that two new parts had been
added to this year Show, and without
any try-outs—at least there has been
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to my knowledge any anncuncements
of any, either in THE TECH or on any
of the Bulletin Boards—selected men
for these parts. Is that doing things
on p competitive basis? And yet next
year at the Kommers Smoker some one
will get up and announce that everyone
has an equal chance to make TECH
SHOW and that all the actors are se-
lected only after try-outs which are
open to the entire student body.

How any organization made up of
educated gentlemen ean be so narrow
minded as to think that a man who
comes from New York is the only man
in the Institute, who ecan imitate a
negro well enough to have a part in
the Show, is more than I can see, Why
not have a try-out and give some of
4he men -who hawve been born and
brought up in the South, and who must
uertainly know more about the darky,
his habits, superstitions. actions and
gpeech, than a Yankee, a chance to
make the Show? Do not think that I
am trying to knock Mr. Philbrick, for
I am not. ¥He can imitate a negro bet-
ter than most of the black face players
on the stage, but if anyone thinks that
the average vaudeville actor. is any
cood at impersonating a darky. just
let that deluded person take a trip
through some of our Sonthern States
this summer and go among the darkies
in the flelds, or in labering gangs, and
he will get a different idea.

Give everybory a chanee is my mot-
to, and my grevience. Don’t think that
I am down on TECH SHOW? on the
contrary T am backing it to the best
of my ability. I just want a hearing
for some of my fellow Rebels,

(Signed} Dixie,
To the Editor of THE TECH
Dear Sir:

Tn the regular weekly military lec-
ture to freshmen, delivered by Cap-
tain Brainard on Monday, May 12th,
four to five p. m., several things were
said. which seem to me to require at-
tention,

The Captain annonmnced that the lec-
ture would be onr *liaison”” THhe then
went on to say that those who recalled
the dictionary definition of the word
would expect an finteresting leeture.
This would, very maturally, strike the
faney of almost any group of nineteen
vear ¢ld boys. Throughout his lecture,
Captain Brainard  repeatedly made
statements. some quite unconscious,
but full of meaning to the students in
the Heht of the opening sentence, some
of them apparently with full appreei-
ation of the interpretation which would
be given them, made statements which
T decline to put on paper. I wish it
clearly understood, however, that these
remarks would have no meaning except
for the state of mind of the students,
induced by previous remarks. The re-
sult of these allusions was so marked
that it was impossible to preserve or-
der during the first ten minutes of the
lecture.

I liave brought the matter to your
attention, first because I think that, to
say the least. such oceurrences are be-
low the dignity of a lecture at Tech-
nology, and, at worst, may be a dis-
grace to the Institute and a menace to
undergraduate morality, and second be-
ceuse THE TECIH is the only instru-
ment fitted to deal with the question.
No thing can bbe done except by under-
graduates, and it seems to me that
the students’ organ should take the

lead. (Signed) D. M. P
Editor of THE TECH
Dear Sir:

I feel sure that I am not alome in
viewing with apprehension the change
in the quality of the student body as
a whole in the past two years. That
there is a change for the worse is an
opinion which ig held by many upper-
classmen, and undoubtedly by those of
the faculty who endeavor to keep in
personal touch with the students.

If this feeling is justified, it is a
matter of grave concern to all who are
interested in the Institute. I believe
that much of the justly acquired pres-
tige which has in the past been con-
ferred on a student at the Institute be-
cause of the fact that he was a “Tech.
man” was because those qualities which
are admired in and sought after by all
college men were to be found in gener-
ous quantity in Institute men. These
desirable qualities which must be pos-
sessed by all suceessful eollege men are
high ideals of conduet, a superfine sense
of honor, modesty and courtesy. In
short the college man must be a gen-
tleman in every semse of the word.
Technology has always been on a par
with the leading universitie of a non-
technical character, as regards the ecali-
bre of its personnel, This high reputa-
tion for men of college quality is ome
which the Institute cannot afford te
lose, It vitally concerns every one of
us to help keep up this reputation.

Freedom from restraint is perhaps a
desirable thing, but the growing tend-
ency to exact nothing of a student ex-
cept that he pass his studies and to im-
pose no conditions of conduet which he,
as a Tech man, must live up to is dan-
gerous. The increase in  number of
students should cause us to maintain
the old standards with even greater
zeal. New men must be made to feel
that first of all a Tech man must be &
gentleman and a man of homor. This

is not the case at presént. A new man
may conduct himself any way he
pleases, and there is no force of student
opinion to deter him, It behooves us
all to think the situation over carefully
and determine for ourselves whether we
want the term “TFech man” to signify
a man who has the desirable qualifies
which all college trained men are ex-
pected to have, or Whether it shall mean
simply a student in an engineering
school. Harold Bugbee *20.
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The Editor of THE TECH

Mauy of those who have the interests
of Technology at heart have ecalled our
pained attention to the prevalence of
certain abuses which seein to have cone
into being,—now that the War is over
and we are once more the possessors
of our own—contemporaniously with
our taking over of the Walker Memo-
rial, the Dormitorics and the other
buildings. We have been asked to shud-
der at the disgrace of Tech Night, the
Rah-Rah spirit of Charles River Road,
the illegitimate flag rush, and, more
serious than these, the changing atti-
tude of undergraduates fowards study
and towards dishonesty in examina-
tions. It has been point out in explan-
ation of some of these charges that
Technology mow for the first time has
an epportunity to be a “college” with
all the activities that the word implies;
that the Rah-Ral type is only the first
crude attempt of a misguided few +to
translate themselves into the new en-
vironment, and that Technrology must
be patient with these innovators until
they work out their destinies.

When we consider it impartially, the
Rah-Ral spirit is only a juvenile and
mal-formed manifestation of so-called
College Spirit. There are even some
who defend it as such. Evervone knows
that the best way to serve one’s Alma
Mater is by deed,—in aetivities; that
the next best way is by word.—spoken,
velled or sung. A college cheer is a
public and fearless pledge of loyalty,
admirable on Tech Field. but out of
place inn the Park Street Subway. Very
few Tech men would be guilty of such
a blunder as this latter, but unfortun-
ately a mumber of Tech men blunder
by being noisy and offensive in less
excusable ways—in ways designed for
self-advertisement more than to the
honor of the Institute. Then does Coi-
lege Spirit lose all appearance of loy-
alty and becomes Rali-Rahisimn, Rowdy-
ism. But it should not be forgotten
that the offenders are playing with a
new toy, passing through a formative
period, and that therefore public opinion
should be lenient.

But the charges that Technology men
are apeing not only the outward ap-
pearance of students of other colleges
but their attitude towards work is
more serious. It “college-bred” here is
to have the conventional meaning Tech-
noloy is losing its most valuable asset.
There is no finer tradition at Technol-
ogy than that of hard work honestly
done. It iz the tradition which has
given to the Institute whatever repu-
tation it has. Let us not lose it, Let
us rather add to. it something which
disorganized Technology in Boston nev-
er could have to the same extent, the
close association of individuals which
sets up standards of unselfishness, of
loyalty and of honesty which no man
can ignore, which all men must honor.
Let us by every means in our power
foster the professional spirit which
makes each engineer morally responsi-
ble to himself and to the community ;
let us utilize the opportunities which
our comparative isolation given us for
building up the commumity spirit. If
these opportuniies be lost and with
them the old doctrine of work; if the
Cambridge Technology is to throw away
the chances which its -new ‘position
gives it and lose the fradition which
it brought acress the Charles; if dis-
honesty in examinations is to go hand
in hand with Tech Nights, trousers and
banners of flannel, and the cheap, al-
coholie, musical-comedy type of ‘eol-
lege 1ife’”; let us shut up shop and move
farther back from the river.

May 10 *19. W. A, Croshy.

BETA THETA PI HOLDS SMOKER

The fifth annual Beta Theta Pi
smoker was held last Tuesday evening
at their house on Bay State Road. The
u-ual refreshments were served. Xn-
tortmmnept was furnished by dark-
town musiciang and about two hundred
men were present,

VOO0 DOO OUT JUNIOR WEEK

The last jssue of the VOO DOO this
year will be given to the public during
Junior Week. To satisfy the clamor-
Ings of the army of readers, it will
contain carieatures of all the events of
that momentuous week,
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WALTER HUMP™REYS 0, e

registrar of the Institufe; was electaq
seerctary of the Boston English Higly
School Association at a recent Ieg}
ing of that orgzanization, i

Mr. and Mrs. Frederie Berresfoy
Reynolds of Winchester announced g
a tea at their home the engagement of
their  daughter, Dorothy to THE.

son of Mr. and Mrs. Charles H, Hobsgy
Bobson of the class of 1920 of Teg,
nology, is a graduate of the Harvay
Ensign School.

was made La-t Wl
chgngement of g
daughter of Mr, apd
Mrs, Louis C. Whiting of 60 By
roughs street, Jamaica plain, to T
ROBERTSON Ward,
who is a grand-daughter of Mr. apd

Announcement
nesday of ihe
Svlvia Whiting,

the 1918-19 Sewing Circle. She ws
presented last December at a large ta
given by Mr. and Mrs. Morse at their
honie in Jamaica lain. Ward, wlo prad-
uated for Hotehkiss School in 1913
is now completing a course in arehi
tecture at the Imstitute.

ENSIGw ¥, M, FOWLER of Salem,

Mass., was killed in the fall of a2 sa-
plane into Pensacola Bay. Ensign Fran
cis Maleolm Fowler was the son of 1,
and Mrs, John W. Fowler, living_at 1
Shore avenue. He was born in New-
buryport. April 9, 1897, and came o
thig ecity when two years old. He ws
eraduated from the Salem High selod
and in 1914 enlisted in Battery D, st
Massachusetts Field Artillery  and
served on the Mexican border. Return-
ine home he was employed as draughts-
man at the Burges plant at Marble
ltead. When this country entered the
war he became an instructor at the
Institute. In October, 1917, he en-
Hsted in the Naval Aviation Corps, but
continued as insiructor and student at
Technology until April, 1918, when le
graduated with the highest honors, He
was assiomed to construetion work i
Washington, D. C., and later trans
ferred to Akron, O. Last Jawpuary he
was assigned to the Aviation training
station at ensacola.

WIRELESS SOCIETY MEETING

A half past seven tonight, the import:
ant and long-postponed meecting of the
Radio Society will be held in the Walk
er Memorial, Mr. O, M. Andrews, who
was to speak. has been suddenly called
out of town, and so will be unable to
attend the meeting, However, Profes
sor W. 8. Franklin kas very kindly
_agreed to speak on the subjeet “Simple
Hookups of the Audion Receiver.” Alse.
Lieutenant Murray will give a short
talk, demonstrating some of the appar
atus belonging to the soclety.

It is announced that the radio sta
tion by the power house will be ready
to begin operation this week. so at the
meeting tonight men will be be selected
to take charge of the station varions
nights of the week. Moreover, it ¥
rumored that through the military aw
thorities in the R, O. T. C., permission
will be granted to operate a sending
station,

E. E’s TO DINE AND WELCOME
BACK PROFESSOR JACKSON

The dinner to be given by the Elec
trical Engineering Society to weleome
Professor Jackson back from France
will be held at Riverbank Court on Fri
day, June 6, Those desiring tickets
must sign up on the list posted on the
bulletin of room 10-203. This is th
last meeting of the society this -easeh
and those in charge promise a good time
to those who attend, A small fee is t0
be charged and the remainder is to be
paid from the treasury of the chb.

BROOCKMANN WINS TITLE

Captain Broockmann of the tenni
team won the New England Intgrco!le'
giate tennis championship by defeating
his team-mate William Barron 20, 11
three sets. The score of the scts 6
6-4. 6-3, shows that Barron fought har
to keep his opponent from winning the
much coveted title, The outcome of the
play-off was not unexpected by tents
followers at the Institute, as Broozk-
mann has defeated Barron in all of the
practice matches during the presct
senson,

INTERFRATERNITY BASEBALL

A tie in Interfraternity baseball dt¢
to the fact that Sigma Alpha Lpsilon
defeated Sigma Chi on Friday by e Sc"ﬁg
of 3-2, has tempomrily held up !
finals. At present, Phi Beta EPSL[Ont’
Kappa Sigma, and Beta Theta P nreaq
the hends of their respective lagi®
and only the Beacon Lesgue remil
unsettled.

Miss Whiting, =

Mrs, Robert AL Morse, is a member of ©

DORE FOSTER HOBSON 20 of Love]
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