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‘In ‘the third week of Febmary 1915,
the Allied fleets attacked the forts on
the Southern end of the Peninsula
and had mo difficulty in dealing with
the old stone forts of the locality.
Shortly afterwards the mine-fields were
encountered and aided by the stromg
currents, these floating weapons of de-
struction made the work anything but
& holiday making for the imine sweep-
ers.

In March geveral ships were surk by
floating mines and it was then dekided
that an army should be landed to as-
sist the naval forces to effect their ob-
jectives by seizing tbe high ground on
the shorés of the Dardanelles which
had been so troublesome to the navy.
Ag Masefield has so aptly pointed out,
no idea of investing Constantinople
ever entered into the heads of the Staff
originating this idea.

After much deliberation during which
the Turks had ample time to prepare
for the attack, it was definitely deeid-
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TROOPS SUFFER AT GALLIPOLI
{Continued from Page 2)

zelos had not at that time reached his
zenith and the country was in a re-
bellious state, disintegrated by factions
and sedition.

The Russian Armies were not armed
or munitioned and were fighting with
picks, shovels, clubs ete, in an unex-
ampled, brave manner against the
hordes of Austrians and Germans on the
borders,

Egypt was in the state of uznrest, In-
dig filled with seditionists, and France
and England had their hands fully oc-
cupied on the Westernn Front.

The army of occupation on the Pen-
insula kept Bulgaria out of the war
until 1916, acted as a deterrent on the
spread of German propaganda in Greece
and kept & huge army of trained Turk-
ish soldiers from descending on Egypt
and Russia, and thereby freeing Ans-
frians and Germans for the Western
Fromt,

S0 much for the writer’s opinion of
the efliciency of the attack; now for a
8light resume of the Campaign.

Early in the War it was realized that
the Egyptian Frontier, would be one of
the “points d’Appui” and that an attack
on the Dardanelles was the only way
to ensure the safety-of the Mediterra-
nean traffe and divert the Turkish Ar-
my from her attack on Russia, Much
discusion was aroused as to how this
affair should be carried out and in the
first months of 1915, it was decided that
a naval foree should atiempt to foree
the Dardanelles passage, release the

wheat gupplies of Southern Russia and
effect the above mentionedd deeds.

‘ flaged and fought like fanatics, In

_the beaches at Cape Helles and at Gaba
Tepe some twelve miles up the coast
where a narrow beach 200 yards across
offered a chance of success.

" The army chosen for this' attack
was composed of a Fremch Division,
the Royal Naval Division, the 29th OI-
vision of British Regulars and the
Anstralian and New Zealand Army
Corps.

The island of Lemnos some fifty
miles from the Peninsula had been
chosen as the tactical base from which
munitions, reinforcements, ete, should
be forwarded, and it was there that
the transports awaited until the
weather' should settle and render a
landing possible
At dawn on the morning of the 26th
of April, 1915, the landings were com-
menced with a preliminary bombard.
ment of the Turkish pdsitions by the
fleet.

Of all the landings mome was mors
'heroie, more difficalt, and more bloody
tHan that of Sedd'el:Balr. Tlhiese

\[troops landed 'from ‘lightérs and the
'|'trafip ‘steamer Rivér 'Clyde, 'which had

béen ;pieviously -prepared by having
gangways ‘tit in her sidés, and plat-
forms "built ot ‘$p enable mien to gét

ashore quickly. The plan 'was to run

the ship as near the beach 'as possible,
and fill in tke -intervening space with
the lighters, which were towed into po-
sition by naval launches.

Immediately the “River Clyde”
grounded she and the lighiers were
greeted by a hail of machine gun bul-
lets. Men dead, dying and wounded
fell into the water, were carried away
by the strong currents and drowned.
Others tried to build up the lighters fo
form the bridge and were killed as they
worked. The lighters broke apart, were
made, and remade, under a shrapnel fire
of unparalleled ferocity from the Asia-
tic guns. All day long the rushes of
men continued, and ail day long they
were killed with the exception of a few
who reached cover of the beach.

Just on night fail the Turkish fire
slackened for some inconceivable reason,
and the survivors came ashore, joined
the men on the beach, and attacked the
old fort which contained thousands of
Turkish snipers. The fighting was in-
tense and it was not until & charge
made in the early morning that the
ruins fell into our hands and the land-
ing parties were definitely established.
The men comprising this force were
from the peerless 29th Division, veter-
ans of the Indian Frontier, Matabele-
land, and South African wars.

Much credit has been attached to the

the meantime, the artillery in Asis, on
Gaba Tepe, and Achi Baba, had fo_und
the range, and shrapnel and heavy iron
filled the air. Turkish reinforcem_e.nts
arrived and every man seemed a direct

T for the enemy.
taT%le: beach had become an absolute in.
ferno, shells burst among ammunition
and blew the already wounded men to

fragments;

‘made good and occupied a country in
which they were destined fo Temain
until those sad days of December, 1915,
when they were forced to leave their
hardly-won territory

The landings bhad, in every case, been
gained at 2 frightful cost of men, but
in the case of the Australians a least,
it had meant the birth of a new nation,
and traditions that will endure wuntil
eternity. .

As more than one man had pointed
out, we have been condemned ‘.Eor 1}“’5
pushing  on. German  emissaries
bave spread reports about the Turks
being short of food and ammunition.
Perbaps they were. but the procura-
tion of those munitions ard reinforece-
ments, for them, was possible,—with
Pus we had but to do without and reéal-
jze that nothing could reach us for
some considerable time.
Time and again the Turks rushed
our men now entrenched on the hillside,
all day long they pounded us with their
artillery, morning, night and noon they
sniped us, but while this was going on
time was found to strengthen our posi-

biting off little pieces of the Turkish
line and outposts, our men gradually

slight extent, saved from absolute wul-
nerability. These isolated actions of
attacking -partiés continued until the
fast days of Deeember.
If 'there wére such a thing in the

did not know of its exigtence,’and ‘that

ity of the ten engaged.

On the 19th of ‘May the Turks made
& massel aftack on our positions and
were repulsed with bloody losses. o
great was the excitement in the trench-
es that men fought for places at the ma-
chine gun to get a chanece at the splem
did targets offered.

During these weeks the 29th Division,

improved their positions at Cape Hel-
leg and after thirteen days of comstant
battle succeeded in ecapturing the vil-
lage of Krithia on the way to Achi
Baba. )

Thenr summer came, and with it,
blinding heat, millions of flies, and all
the crawling insects in the encyclopaes
dia.

At Ayzae, we had practically no
water and were dependent upon the
supplies hrought by lighters for our ex.
istence.

A Naval Officer on the Beach stated
that this water which was brought
500 miles cost 44e a gallon, and on the
way to the irenches in petrol cans
about one third of each gallon was lost.
The issued ration was one pint per
diem for eating, drinking and washing.
Reinforcements arrived steadily all
through May, June and July. In the
first days of August it was decided that
a big attack should be made at a place
called Sula Bay, a locality filled with
mountains intersected by every Lkind !
of tortuous ravine. To divert the at. |
tention of the Turks from this landing
it wasg decided that two minor opera.

Australian Force for ifs work on the !
Peninsuia, but no troops in the world .
have ever dome better, and few have |
equalled the magnificent and indomit- |
able qualities of the men of this 29th
Divigion, the flower of the English Reg-
ular Army. Their behavior during the
many trying months of the cempaign
was that of demi-gods.

Of the other landings on the South-
ern edge of the Peninsula, one was com-
pletely suecessful and after fighting a
series of desperate battles the troops
pushed on and established themselves
well forward.

While these operations were progress-
ing the Australians and French fought
their way ashore, at Gaba Tepe, and on

tiong should take place at Cape Helles
and Auzac respectively. The affair at
Auzac was intended to capture the
main water supply on Lonesome Pine
Platean the wvalue of which the Turka
had amply demonstrated by their mag-
nificent defense on every occasion of
attack.

On the afternoon of the 6th, the at-
tack opened with concentrated shelling
by the warships, and just on sundown
the men attacked.

All hell hecame Icose in an instant,
but the Turkish trenches were reached
and found to be covered with railroad
sieepers and iroms which had to be
forced apart and entries made through
the gaps.

For five days and nights the fighting

the Asiatic side, respectively.

The landing parties which had heen
planned for Gaba Tepe were luckily di- |
verted by the tide to a little beach
to the Northward, Once more the Turks |
opened on the boats and the same state .
of affairs was reenacted ag in the case
of the River Clyde landing. Barb-wire
had been placed under the water and as
many of the men jumped ashore from |
their boats they were canght and
drowned. This time, however, the cas-
ualitics were not so great and our
forces got ashore and rushed the Turks.
One sailor whg noticed a machine gun
close to the water edge seized a rifle
and bayonet from a dead man nearhy,
charged the gun and fell actoss its muz-
zle putting it out of action. He fell rid-
dled with bullets. The crew were in-
stantly killed. :

Then began the bush fighting against
the Turkish enipers who were camou-
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| corpses and filth, with bayonets, bombs,

continued on that Plateau amongst

knives, boots and even teeth, but at the
end of that time the Anzacs held the
Plateau. Official figures gave 7000 dead
on an ares 500 yards square.

Simultaneously with this affair the
English, New Zealanders, Indians and
Australians attacked the hills in front
of Bula bay, They encountered innumer-
able forces of Turks ahead, of them.
Some troops obtained their objectives,
and found themselves isolated, the
flanks being unable to come up.

Turkish reinforecements arrived, coun-
ter-attacked innumerable times, and
were driven back as often as they at-
tacked, but in the end the crest of the
hill remaingd in their (the Tuiks) hands
and om,the 11th of August‘the battle
ended with us in posgession of the rear
line of hills, but our chance of cutting
through the Peninsula zone.

but all the time, the men |
‘fought, onwards and on the eve of the |
fourth day the A. N. Z. A. C’s had }

tions, and by means of pacifist raids, |

advanced until the supports were, to a |

world as-inaction, the Peninsula Forees |

very activity was the main factor im |
keéping up the splendid elan end virils |

French and Royal Naval Division had |
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From that time onwards there was a
constant repetition of pacifist warfare
punctuated by mno tremendous attacks
irom either side,

On the 29th of November as if to
make up for the summer heat, a bliz-
zard descended on us in its full force.
In twenty-four hours ten thousand eas-
nalties occurred from  frost  Dbite,
pneumonia, ete, Then the rain came
down in solid sheefs inundating our
trenches wetting our only possessions
frenches, wetting our only possesgions
and fall in. )

This blizzard aptly illustrated the
difficulties awaiting our coming months
of winter if we remained on Gallipoli.

(At this time our batferies were re-
stricted to 2 shells per gun per day,
all shells being saved for emergencies.)
Farly in December eertain amongst us
were told that the evacuation was defi-
nitely planned to take place in the near
future and preparations were carefully
made to allay any general suspicioms
that may have been aroused.

All available transport room was
utilized for the emigration of the sick
and wounded. Only the hardiest re~
mained and every moment was occupied
in strengthening the rear lines of de.
fense in case a rear guard action should
be fonght on the last night.

On the night of the 19th of December
a very small force remained on the
Peninsula, every step had been taken to
impress the Turks with our intention
to attack, and the enemy cculd be seen
placing out new barbed wire entangle-
ments and generally improvrng his posi.
tion.

On that night of the 19th we left in
small parties for the lighters, await-
ing ug at the beach, and embarked on
transports ready for us well out in the
Agean Sea.

At one time the Turkish army had
some twenty machine gunners facing
them along our entire front. Many of
the troops broke down and wept like
children at leaving the spot where so
many of their comrades had given their
lives, and where our national traditions
had been born; but a soldier must have
no feelings, so we metaphorically gird-
ed up our loins ard made ready for the
next piece of work that was allotted
us,

Thus ended the operations ab Auzas,
& tactical mistake perhaps, a failure
of attainment of objectives possibly, but
in our minds an opportunity of doing .
in our small way, a little bit toward T
Humanity’s - cause and the ZFstablish-
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