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_of men in the engineering profession. Two years ago when the Car-

-of view mention may be made to a hook of miscellaneous addresses
‘to engineering students, edited by Waddell and Harrington.
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THE ENGINEER'S ENGLISH.

E print in the columns of today’s issue a letter addressed to
W one of the Institute faculty by Albert G. Davis, ‘g3, chief of
the Patent Law Department of the General Electric Com-
pany. His chief point concerns the inability of technically trained
men to express themselves in concise English. The question dis-
cussed by Mr. Davis is one that of late has occupied the attention

negie Foundation sent circulars to twenty thousand engineers
throughout the country for the purpose of obtaining statistics con-
cerning the shortcomings of technical education in the United States
the response indicated an overwhelming opinion that the engineering
graduate was deficient in the art of seli-expression.

The common experience of the first generation of technically
trained men has resulted in a universally recognized demand for
more thorough education in English. As an example of this point

This
Book lists in the index fourteen references to Mathematics, four to
Physics, but twenty-one to English. The inference is not.that these
speakers considered English more important to the engineers than
Mathematics; they do believe, however, that the needs of the stu-
dent have not heen so well met in the subject of English as in those
of scientific nature.

Technological institutions everywhere have felt the demand for a
more liberal education. Lehigh University now requires English
throughout the four years of undergraduate study. Even our own
Institute, adhering as it does to its crystallized policy of giving pure-
Iy technical instruction, has made many changes and additions to its
curriculum.

Agitation on the subject continues. The fact that the issue is
alive demands for it discussion and consideration: and it 1s plainly
the duty of the undergraduates, until now silent, as well as of the
Faculty and Alumni, to indicate their opinion in regard to the mat-
ter. The proper solution of this vital problem will react in no smail
way on the future comparative standing of an engineering school
like ours.

PROFESSOR CRAM PLANS TER-|
CENTENNIAL i

COMMUNICATION

To the Fditor of The Tech:

{Continued from page 1) Dear Sir:

«v.eos. . Editor-in-Chief | 8

atres. and churches of all denomina- :
tions, the whole formins a sort of com-
hination of Venice and Brures, At the
honses of amusement only the Dest
artists would pertorm and only the
Pest of mnsienl art would be pre-
sented. At the churches the greatest
preachers of each civeed in the country
would officiate al the services, Along the present time there are men at the
the canals sheps and bazaars would be school experienced in the weight and
buitt where only the most beautiful l field events, who, if they would come

On Friday, Oectober 27. Harvard and
Technology meet in a dual track meet
and the chances of Technology coming
out & vietor are brighter than ever be-
fore, To do this, however, we must
increase our strength in the weight
and field events. ‘

This is not an impossibility for at|

articles and lLandwork of all kinds| ont for the teams, would add this de-
could be parchased. Olympie’ games, 5 sired strength.
sreat water sports and  field  sports Heretofore, wmanv  have complained

that their lack of interest in track was
due to the fact that they were greatly
inconvenienced by having to train on
a field so far from the school, Yet
with the field now located on the
school campus, that lack of interest is
still evident.

Has that “pep” and enthusiasm
shown by these same men at the dedi-
cation exercises last June ceased to ex-
ist? What is the answer?

FRANCTS P. O'HARA, 17,

would be held on the islands. water-
wavs, and the adjoining mainlands.
Tor the exposition would be gathered
togzether, “the very bhest, all that is
hegutiful, all that is gennine, and all
that is good in religion, art and phil-
osophy.”

A great colebration is to be held in
New FEngland in commemoration of '
Innding of the Pilgrims in 1620, bui
the exaet mature of the celebration and
the place xhere it is to be held has not

xet Dbeen finally decided. Track Captain.
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Does the reader often have an ex-
perince  paraliei to the following?-—
A fervid swain, so goes the romantic
tale, bought a twelve-trip ticket out
1o the suburb of—but that cannot be
divalged. A twelve-trip ticket every
six Saturdays indicating that the
young lady, whom The Lounger forgot
to mention before, could write out a
scason schedule for Saturday without
leaving an open date. Such fidelity,
The lLounger may remark., rarely ex- I
tends outside the trolley belt, and it
might be presumed that the  fair re-
cipient, not unmindful of the value and
rarity of true love commuting, had
practised “This is so sudden” until the
appropriate kev and accent were fixed.

One bright noontide our (have we
mentioned it?) Tech man lightly sped
toward the dwelling of the Dassive
Prunella, consuiting his Figin from
time to time with becoming impatience
and languor, like a man who has all
the time im the world in which to
huiry. At length, stepping off tht .
he spurned ilhe pave of the objective
street and was admitted upon his rail-
way-ticket stnb. But, surprise! the
lady was not ai home: upon this oe-
casion she was gnilty of a cut, neither
mors nor less. Alas! ’twas not the un-
kindest cut:

The itinerant hero passed the hour
of walting in converse with the lady's
mother. Tmmpatience hegan to mingle
with doubt i3 his mind, when at last
an impressive automobile glided to the
door, From i emerged two figures, one
of whom, placing his thumb in his
mouth, teetered bashfully on the fromt
steps. The other arrival, none other
than, or in other words the same as,
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the Objeet of the Visit, rushed in and
threw  herself  upon  the maternal
bosom. “Aozher, we've cloped-”  she
cried, or hollered —*T'm marricd?™ = *°
right.” aequieseed her mother, “gon
have my permission”

Amid the scene of general rejoicing,
as the Hobbled Musband was hung
upon the hat.rack and exhibited, a bent
(and, by comparison, broke) Technol-
orizt was sceen to navigate in the gen-
eral direction of the first train home.
As he departed with all the econspiru-
onsness of a (lerman submarine in the

VELVET is naturally
agedfortwo years. No

ATURE never starts
thing she can’t finish. To- O
bacco ain’t any exceptio.

A

English Chaiinel, the muttered excla- . ods.
mation heard was, “You win—neither artificial meth
am 1» ‘.
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AERO CLUB OF AMERICA

The Aero Club of America has of-
fered to award a medal to each of the
three students at this Institute who
writes the best essay by Mareh 13,
1917, on: .

(1} Ailitary Aeronauties;

{2) JMechanies of the Acroplane and
possible techmical development in aero-
nauties;

{3) Possible application of aircraft
for utilitarian purposes.

A stondent may compete for ail three
medals and write at any length that
he deems proper. The award will be
made by the Faculty of the Institute
soting in co-operation with officers ot
the Aere Club and of the Army and
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