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COURSE GIVES A
FIRM FOUNDATION

Training In Fine Office Very
Valuable And Gives Good
Reputation

By PROF, F. W. CHANDLER.

The first efforts to become acquainted
with the rontine of his professional line
may lead ibe praduate in architecture
1o wonder why more of the eclements
aflecting  this rouline were not made
part of the schools enrviculum, and he
will wish perhaps that more of his
~ummer  vacations had  been spent in
clearing nway part of ths carly in-
experience  through  acquaintance  with
{le architect’s ellice, Bul it i~ too late
tar that now, and the thue has come to
prove himself possessor of the strongest
qualilications in the muking of an arch-
iteet —Dbackbone aiel common sense. He
will soon learn the impossibility of any
schod giving him practical experience
otlter than of the mo-i meagre sort. and
later will see what a waste of time it
would have been (o attempt to paradlel
a eourse which he is boumd to have in
the oflice. and which needs the condi-
tions of a praetical demand to get the
real life into it.

If e is fortunate enough to have the
training of the graduate year he will
appreciate at once its value. from the
importanee  his employer  plaves upon
it. a value which the young dranghs-
man will feel in the assured power it
has given him to deal with big things,
and 1o ook even at smali things in a
big way. Jt will lead to his being as-
societed with sehenns, to take an im-
portant part in competitions. This is
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the kind of training the architeets want
from the schools. which results in the
ability to landle problems, to educate
architects in fact, not dranghtsmen.  An
office education does unt cultivate such
powers, and the time is all too short,
in the schools to nonri-l amd strengthen
the facnltics of idealization awd creative
compesition to take from it more than
will prepare for ihe merest start in
office routine work.

As the youmg  draughtsman  settles
Gown on havd-pan e will also see how
small veally is his preparaiion for the
profession of architecture.  He will sea
kow lacking in life his text-book with
its thearetieal knowledge scems, until
he has a wood working acquaintance
with the practical conditions of build-
ing materials when its value will shine
forth, Mo big and splendil is the pro-
fossion that he will soon learn that the
meatest value af lis schooling here was
in giving him the right starvt; that each
class in these progressive years as it
goes forth is bound to mect ifferent
conditions 1rom those encountered by
its predecessors: that the extent of
knowledge required by an architeet
seems to ineveass in nn ever progres-
sive ratin. These conditions our young
draughtsinan can enly learn by his own
experience, but they won’t npset him
for he is young and ambitious, but in
these early days he will do some serious
thinking, and will draw heavily on his
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SOCIETY A SUCCESS |
Has Maintained Position nti
Usefulness ;

On the 20th of October. 188G, a few |
students of the Department of Architee- |
tme met in Room 21, Rogers, which was
then the only huilding belonging to the
Institute, for the puvrpose of forming a
sketeh elub.  This seon developed under
the name of ithe Architectmal Soeciety
of the Massachusetts Institute of Tech-
nology into an erganization for the ad-
vancement and improvement of its memn-
hers in all mudters pertaining to arehi-
A to an
architeetural paper “to contain cuts ot
the first-mendion drawings"” of the dJe
partment, ete. resulted in the Technol-
cgy Architectural Review which remain-
ed under ilie management of studends
until taken over into private hands o
1681,

Another proposition made at this oi-
iginal meeting wan Lo accumulate trae-
irgs of rare plates from which prints
could be sold al cost to members of the
Seciety. Tracings were maude by men-
bers, who for some yvears devoted much :
time to this task. As facilities for ch--
taining good reproductions, ele., increas-
od, the time devoted to making tracings
was reduced until at the present time
one traeing is required from each mem-
ber as a condition of entrance to the
Society,  The Soeiety, however, has to-
dny in its possession seme eight hund-
red tracings, films. and plates of most
valuable examples, from whieh prinis
may be obtained at a nominal price by
any wmember of the Society.

OF particular interest was the “Yeur
Book™ or "Annual” which was published
For tifleen years. beginning in 1881, by
the =tudents of the Department htmughi
the Arvehitectwral Soeiety. It The An-
sual containel illustrations and records '
of the premiated drawings in the coursss |
of Architectural and Structure Design
and also of the current work in Free-!
hamd Drawing., pen and peneil, model-
ling. ete. It grew steadily from a small |
piamphiet. of a few pages to a book |
bound in hoard covers and numbering
one hundred and sixty pages. :

An ifmportant resull of the ])uhii(-n-i

Leviure, proposition start

tion of the Annual was the ostablish.
ment in 106 of a fumd. the proceeds |
of which ave to be devoted to the usel
of students of the department vequiring !
finaneinl wid,  Two hundeed dollars was}
el aside to e added to form the Il(!t-i
procecds of publications of the Society )
uutil the sum of one thousand dollars i
wis reached when the ineome from fhat
and from any additional funds should !

e nsed for scholap-hip puposes. The!
fund has neow reached cight hundred

and uinety-five dollars, leaving enly a
little over one hnadred dellars to be |
raised before it is available Tor scholar-
ship purposes, !

The Anuwual had become so important)
a faclor in ringing before Lhe publie)
the work of the Department. that il
1007, it was enlareed to hecome |
quarterly with the title of The Tech-|
nology  Arvchiteclural Record. In addi-l
tiom to chie usual ilustrations there arve.
aditorials, avcounts of the smokers and|
other doings of the Soeciety, contributed
articles on design and construction, as
vell ag extensive aliumni notes  The
present, Volume 111 intredweed the re-
production  of contenporary  worlk of
atummi i addition to 1he work of stu-
drnts and also a department devoted to
the vesults of experiments and tests "«
the lnstitute laboratories having to do
with moedern methads of constriaction.
The Recovd is emerging from the ex-
perimental stage nnd is laking its place
among the recognizel avehitectural pub-
lications of this country.

Regular  meelings  for  diseussions,
smoke-talks by praclising architects.

sketehing parties, exhibitions. dinnezrs,
and receptions have heen the regulac
work of the society sinee its founda-
tion,

The Architectural Soeiety has maule
a record to be proud of. It has grawn
to a successful organization, has foand-
ed a fund to aid deserving students, and
through successive publications has
maintained a position of usefulness aml
development in the Department. I
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