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SHOULD STUDENTS G0
INTO SOGIAL LIFE?

[ ] a L}
Opinions Of Faculty Given As
o The Value 0f
Activities
“Should I go into activities?™ This
i a question which every man asks
himself at some time of his eourse, and
it is ome which is likely to have a very
great influence on his career. Many
men would like to go into social activi-
ties but do not deem it advisable, others
do not see the use of student activi-
ties, and some see nothing but the
social life, To assist men who are
now considering this quesation and to
eall it to the attention of others, The
Tech has arranged for a series of in-
terviews with membera of the faculty
and of the instructing staff in order to
find out their opinions. The plan is
to divide the interviews into four parts,
according to the elasses. In this number
are published several interviews with
" men who are working with the Fresh-
men. An attempt has been made to
get men from the different departments.
but this rnle has not been rigidly fol-

lowed.

The general opinion of those inter-
viewed seems to be, “it is advisable
for students to go into aetivities, but
—.” A man should have interestsou out-
gide of his work, and often the eper-
ience he gains from student activities
is of value in later life. But it is al-
most certain that these are going to
take time from his studies and each
student must decide how much time he
ean afford to devote to outside work.
In some cases too much {ime has been
spent, and men have Dbeen forced to
leave the Institute. On the ofther hand
many men do not pgo out at all. In
this as in all, it is wige to strike the
medium. Some men can afford to de-
vote more time than others, and each
man wmust decide the proposition for
bimself.

Dean DBurton. expressed himself as
being in favor of students’ entering
outside activities. He said, “I helieve
in students' entering eollege activities
as far as they can do so without servi-
ous interference with their work. Ath-
letics and various other student rcere-
taions are commendable. T think if is
a great loss for a man not to take
part in the social fumctions of the In-
gtitute. There iz a tendency for stu-
dents to be drawn into too many activi-
ties, the point system, however, has
done nmch to remedy this state of af-
fairs. It is a mark of character in a
man to be able to do both things and
maintain a proper balance.

It is undoubtedly trne that social
activities while in college, do henefit
a man in his later life. Many men
have been more suceessful because of
their experience in college life and this
perhaps is especially true in the case
of managers,

It is desirable for a young man fo
participtae in some form of athletics
in order to keep in proper physical
condition. If he omits this he is al-
most  sure to drift info amusements
which are harmful.

As regards’ the first-year men it is,
te my mind desirable that they inter-
est themselves in Tield-Day and in in-
ter-class c¢ntesots. I do not believe in
intercollegiate base-ball and foot-ball
for Institute men as it requires more
time than is consistent with Institute
work. Track work is preferable.

There have heen men at the Insti-
fute, who could suecceed both in their
studies and in social life.

{Contined on page 2.)

LETTER FROM MR. J.
BARRETT T0 THE TECH

Disapproval Of The Faculties’
Action In Dropping
Spanish

Apropos of the action of the faculiy
in dropping Spanish as a general study,
the following letter has been received

from Mr. John Barrett, Director of the
International Burean of American Re-
Fublics, who is particularly well quali-
fied to speak on tms subject.

The Editor of The Tech:

Dear Sir:

I have read with interest your letter
of December 1, 1000, as well as the
clippings from “The Tech,” which you
have kindly submitted to me with a
request for an expression of opinion as
to the importance of encouraging the
study of Spanish in the Massachusetts
Institute of Technology.

With due respect to the ruling of the
Faculty as to the importance of the
Spanish language in the course of stud-
ies of the Institute, I will say that the
study of Spanish should be made com-
pulsory, not only in the Massachusetts
Institute of Technology, but in each and
every college and university throughout
the land, as well as in the high grade
schols.

Hre we have, within the bounds of
our own hemisphere, eighteen independ-
ent countries of Spanish origin, with a
propulation of 48,000,000, doing a foreign
trade amounting to $1,579,642,352, of
which $443.135,180 represent the share
of the United States. Spanish is the
mother tengue of these couniries, their
officiul as well as their common langu-
age, the only means of intercourse
among themselves, and also with other
people.  There is, of course, in all of
the Spanish Ameriean countries a num-
ber of persons able to speak one or
more foreign languarges, but these are
tound among the lLest educated classes,
the highest social clement, with whom
the majority of Lhose sceknig employ-
ment for their capital or their ener-
gies, will have very little or nothing
to do.

The Spanish speaking portion of Am-
erica is the best field open today to
American capital and enterprize. In
the majority of ihose countries the
soil is practically virgin, mining, Dbut
little developed, cattle Dbreeding is in
its infancy; there are railroads to be
bhuilt, industries to be cstablished, trade
to be increased, and hundreds of oppor-
tunities for the man properly cquipped
with a knowledge of the language and
o certain degrec of proficiency in his
calling of trade.

It is the knowledge of the language
which has given the representatives of

 Furcpean houses in Latin America an

advantage which hitherto escaped the
American merchant or manufaeturer;
it is the familiarity with the Spanish
tongue which will place the young Am-
erican in & position to do in South
Ameriep, Cuba, Porto Rieo, the Dom-
inican Republie, just as mueh as the
European competitors, and even more,
in view of hiz cnergy and more prac-
tical education.

Spanish is nmow & neeessity, which
will hecome more pressing as the time
goes by and our commercial and social
relations with Latin Ameriea grow more
extended. The merchant and the manu-
facturer will need thoroughly to under.
stand the wants of his customers and
cater to them accordingly; the mechani-
cal engineer, the civil engineer, the
electrieal engineer, will need it to faeili.
tate and expedite his work by his ahil-

(Contined on page 2.)

TALK ON GOURSE Wl
BY PROF. JACKSON

Freshmen Gonsidering Ghoice
0f Course Here About

Elec. Engin.

The meeting held yesterday in room
6 Lowell, in which Prof. Jackson ad-
dressed a large number of men, proved
to be very interesting. The subject of
his talk was the desirability of men
entering the ficld of electrical engineer-
ing is less desirable than the man who
ably take advantage of the good points
of Course VI is exceptionally large
this year,

Prof. Jackson spoke in his usually in-
tcresting way. He urged the men to
think seriously of the course that they
would follow hut still not to take it
too seriously. In choosing a course, he
said, in the main, follow yowr own
iaste, if you feel that n certain course
presents a list of subjects that will
prove interesting to you, then follow
that partienlar course. In addition to
that, comsider, to a certain extent, the
professors that you will have to sit
under. Choose that course which you
think has the professors who are inter-
esting to you. Try to keep the dol-
lars and cents idea in the baekground,
to the greatest extent possible, " Noth-
ing isc less desirable than the man who
only works for what pecuniary advance-
ment he may get out of it.

Then turning to the particulars of
Course VI lLe said that in his opinion
clectrical engincering offered onc of the
widest fields of scieentifie researeh, that
could be found at the present day. 'The
men who graduatee turn to one of thres
things after they leave theiv iraining
school, Tn the first case, they enter-
ing the fleld of teaching, if that branch
i- taken up {he men work, in most cases
from purely altruistic standpoint, the
idex of personal remuneration must he
lept constantly in the background.
Then they may also take up the branch
of persounal research or invention., There
is a wide ficld here for all who have
the qualities of courage fidelity and
loyaliy to their work. The third field
open to graduates is that which is by
far the widest, work in general cngi-
neering companies. This sort of em-
ployment commands wages which vary
greatly in amount. The Dest men are
of course those best prepared by their
early ecdueation. However, said Proif.
Jackson in closing. In this work, as
in all other, ithe lest man gets the best
position and the best man is the man
who is honest with himaself.

INTERGOLLEGIATE NEWS

A Department of Seandinavian FLan-
guages has been established at North-
western University.

“It seems peeuliar that the demand
for reform in the game does not come
this year from the enemies of football.
but from its friends. The action of
President Lowell of Harvard in calling
a conference with Yale is only an in-
stance of this. The friends of football
gre the aggressive agitators for referm,
and their action would seem to indieate
that they fear for the very existence of
the game and are rallying to its defence.
There certainly can be no doubt to the
layman's mind that the strongest de-
fence that the friends of the game can
give it iz o promise of radieal revision.”
—The Dartmovth.

T0 HOLD FIRST MEET
OF SEASON TONIGHT

Feature Of Gym. Team Affair To
Be Boxing And Flying
Ring Events

Next Tuesday the Gym Tema will
hold their fivst meet of the season. It
is to be a novice meet and any one in
the Institute is elegible to enter. Coach
Whiting promises that & number of
new stunts will be tried, the most
important being, the acts on the fly-
ing rings, tricks which have never be-
fore been given by a Teeh team.

The boxing is to be far above the
average, the blindfold boxing event ad-
ding humor to the more serious events
of the cvening.

Ar. Arthur Mather, heavy weight
ex-champion wrestler of New Eng-
land, will act as referce of the boxing
and wrestling matehes,

Among the other features will be
the work of Zenas Crocker 1913, on
the horse. There will also he stunts
on the horizontal bLavs, club swinging.,
Laadl stand racing and tumbling.

PRESIDENT’S LETTER

His Note To The 1913 Com-
mittee Gives Reason, For
Kot Coming

Owing to the fact that n misunder-
standing has vesulted from the state-
ment published in last Friday’s Tech in
regard to the freshman dinner, The
Tech thinks it best to publish the fol-
lowing letter sent to the dinber com-
mittec:—

Dear Sir:

I greatly regret that an engagement
of long standing will make it impos-
sible for me to attend the class dinner
an the evening of Thursday next,

I gather from your invitation that
the dinner is mot Lo Le leld at the
Technology Union.  This is maturally
o matter of considerable surprize to
me, but I suppose there is some good
reason for the Class of 1913 not doing
what they can to assist the manage-
ment of the Union at a very critieal
age in the history of that hranch -of
our aclivities. The whole purpose of
the Union is to serve as a social center
for members of the Institute; and if it
fails in that purpose, it will most cer-
tainly be discontinued.

rours sincerely,
(Signed) Richard C. Maclaurin,
December 10, 1909,

The Yale University Dramatic Associ-
ation will take a trip this year, pre-
senting “London Assurance” in the fol-
lowing cities: Washington, Baltimore,
Orange, Dridgeport, Waterbury, Hart-
ford, Meriden, New York, and Pough-
keepsie. For the first time in ten
years the Association is to have scenery
and eostumes made especiaily for their

play.

CALENDAR.
Tuesday, December 21,
4:00 P, M.—Track Practice at Gym.
Senior Portfolio Ballots due at
Cage.
8:00 P. M—Gym Team Acet at Gym.
Wednesday, December 22,
7:30 P. M—M. E. Society Meeting in
Union.
8:15 P. M—M. 1.
Meeting

T. Catholic Club



