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CHORUS GIRLS IN "OVER THE GARDEN WALL."
Left to right- R. C. Wood I9I11, J. C. Fuller I911, W. C. Kerr r9gog, C. P. Kerr 1911, W. F. Herrick 1911, H. S. Smith 19,11

S. A. Guthrie 1910io, J. A. Holbrook 1910O, R. Mack 191io, R. A. D. Preston 1910, W. C. Ferguson 1909, H. Mv. lIallett i9Ii.

mediocre. The 1908 history has some
points ol interest and is written iu a
quaint style. The dialect history of
1909, although cheap in places, is to a
degree original with rather clever verse.
It brings in ildividuials to add interest.

The 1910 history is in the wvorn-out
toughi dialect of the imaginary street
rowdy, somethiing that has passed be-
yoald the ken of good pul)ications in
the funny line. This type of dialect is
not only worn-out but is, if not cleverly
done, vulgar, and in places this history
is vulgar. It is hard to see how it got
into print. Not balking at swear words
and cruel roasts on familiar characters
about the Institute, this history is
couched in such language as to make the
greater part in bad taste.
' The' freshluan class history is clever,
original, and of interest. It is new in
the way of histories, and contains a good
idea worked out successfully.

: The paging andl general layout in the
fraternity register is the lbest in years.
Trhe pages are well-lbalanceed, with good
'selection of type. Some of the other
typography is of uneven quality. The
difrerence between careful l)aging and

arr'anigeimenit and careless can )be seen
on the two pages facing each other, the
iound Table chlub on one, Hammer and
Tongs on the other. The first is well
done, the second a jumble.

'IT'lhe athletic sunmmary at the opening
of the department on sports is good,
being enlivened with some very good
cuts. The new coach, Frank M. Kanaly,

is rightly given a page with a concise
eview of his previous work. The side
uts of the various athletes adds great-

ly to wihat in formler years was a waste
of tabulation, catching the eye and hold-
ing the attention to p)reviously unno-
ticed pages.

In the gencral summaries temnis is
very rightly given molre siace than
in previous years with the results of tIhe
fall tournament. The gyniasiinm team
and two pages devoted to fencing are
other features.

The empihasis on "whitewash" is a
little monotonous in the Field Day see-
tioi. The account is good with somnic
very clear cuts.

In turningii to tihe club)s the great vari-
ance in tile method of runninga names
and initials is very apparent, a fault to
.be found in most Technliques. This al-

vays detracts from thIe look of the
page, and hurts thIe unity. There are
a few minor changes through the see-
fions for clubs, with a number of addi-
tions. As has been said, the summer
fcichool accounts. especially that on civil
engineering, are interesting with the
best cuts in years.

In turning to thIe section for Grinds,
it would lbe well again to commend the
calendar.. The idea.of,.showving the im-
rortant e'-ents of thie year by little
cartoons is ncw- to 'Techlnique, and in
-this case the idea is not spoiled by in-
"adequate treatment. All will study tihis
Calendar -over 'with -pleasure.

lin the Grinds thle l)est features alre
"Seeing Hades" one or two of the elip-
pings from newspapers, especially on
Professor Lanza, the page on the final
examinations in Physics, the line cut
of the Technique board in action, andl
the page devoted to events at Tech
shown pictorally.

For a genuine laugh, all should turn
to page 371 an(l renad "One on Spike."
This is the prize Grind of malny genera-
tions. T'le cartoon on the Tech Show
trials is good while there are many
other timely anld well executed cuts.

In general, thle Grinds department
would not have suffered through the
strenuous application of the blue pen-
cil. The marginal decorations are not
good. The use of cuts of newspaper
clippings and other matter was worked
to the limit. It would have been well,
perhaps, if more of the Grinds had been
placed in the "Garbage Can," for it is
not with pleasure tlhat we meet with
the hackneyed and(l "l)romnidio" jokes
that have been here since Rogers rose.
'rlhere is also a question as to the own-
ership of the roller-skating ticket on
page 388, Jack Elbert having already
presented one oni page 382. Wle ask 1910
to give us a Techniqu(e that has not
"Charlie Cross" on each and every page
of the Grinds.

The pardon asked of the reader at the
end of Grinds for personal hits might
have beeni plut to a better use in ask-
ing lpar(don for the twenty-three pages
of "poetry." Never lbefore has Tech
experienced such a flood of rhyme
without reason. In general Technique
"poetry" is poolr, one or two clever pieces
a year being all that can be expected.
The editor evidently ;vas not furnished
with scissors, blue pelncil and waste bas-
ket, for here again there is the same
lack of discrimination as seen in the
(Grinds. If all it could only have been
epruled to the standard of the best, it
would have 'been much more effective.

In looking over the book after the
examination of the details, the feeling
still remains that 1909 Techlnique' is a
good book. Its faults are glaring, but
not so great in number as in the past
three Telhniques. As in the case of
the art work, the faults are intensely
bad, rather than numerous. Teclhnique
1908 was almost a good book, while
that of 1909 is a good book with draw-
backs. This may seem indefinite, but
to those who know about Techniques,
that of 1909 can be placed in the class
with that of 1905, while the 1908 Tech-
niqme has two faults, the cover and the
lpaper, wvhicl thoroughly spoiled it. The
1909 board is to be congratulated in this
regar(l, the makeup of the volume giving
a very good impression, while the cover
and tint and texture of paper are ex-
cellent and distinctive.

While not wishing to pick petty flaws,
there was a desire in this review to
point out, from experience ,in regard to

s 'L'echniques. a broad- nmor;a on' 'some
points in the annual. 
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ART WORK HIGHLY ORIGINAL.

Faulty Execution Has Ruined Much of
Effectiveness of Designs.

(By W. F. Dolke Jr., 1908.)
The art work of Technique 1909, as

a whole, gives an impression of being
highly original in its ideas-lmuch more
so in many ways than is true of former
Techniques. But this originality has
unfortunately been fatally ruined by
faulty execution in the case of many of
the drawings and by poor color in eases
where the drawing is excellent.

hIn iay headings the idea expressed
is original and extremely interesting but
the execution is rough and coarse to
the point of graimmar school art, the
effectiveness and the pleasing qualities
of the design being consequently lost.

As an excellent exalmple of time other
case may be taken the drawings which
accomipany the pages devoted to the
class histories. Here again the idea em-
bodied in the designs is excellent and
has been well executed in the drawings,
but the effect is completely lost in the
color which has been used.

That this is true is unfortunately
over-enlphasized by the startling con-
trast that exists between the first few
pages of the book and those that fol-
low, this contrast being again brought
forward by the excellent color-plate for
the "Finis" of the book. In general,
throughout the book, a drawing is good
or it is very bad.

Following a title-page that is strik-
ingly effective and appropriate in its
silmplicity and dignity comes a Fore-
word that is by far the best that has
ever appeared in any Technique. Sim-
ple and original in its conception, faitlh-
full as an expression of the Technol-
ogy spirit, it is presented in a drawing
which is in itself, leaving out all con-
sideration of the wvords which it em-
bellishes, a wonderful piece of work,
Worthy of a great deal of praise.

But it is the headings used at the
beginning of the book in connection
with the administrative officers and time
instructing staff of the Institute which
furnishes the high standard of excel-
lence to which the rest of the book
shows such a startling contrast. The
very interesting ideas are appropriate
to the particular subject under consid-
eration, and, what is muore to the point,
they are executed in a very praise-
worthy manner. Work by the same ar-
tist crops up here and there throughout
the rest of the book and, to repeat,
only emlphlasises the contrast that ex-
ists.

With this department of the book,
and with the exception of individual
drawings here and there, the truly ex-
cellent work of the artistic part of
T'eclhnique may be said to end. The
drawings accompanying the class his-
tories are excellent in conception and
esnecially in their execution, but their
p' effect has been spoiled by an
i tunate choice of color.

It is this color which is really re-
ponsible for mnuc _Qf the ruination of

many'.o6f the plates- in the book. Many,
rirwings which.l-are otherwise excellent

lave: lost all, their effectiveness becausd
of it.

I the title page 'fori raternitties,
neither the idea nor 'the 'ekecution is'
n any way comminensurate with' the
mportance which the plate deserves.
While the colors are in a way pleas-
ing, the general design is very poor;
there is no sense of distance in the
two figures, and the idea of a skeleton
i connection with a fraternity illus-
tration is one that has been overwvorked
to an extreme.

An almost opposite criticism may be
nlade of the next imilportant drawing,
the title page for the department of
athletics. The original drawing, well-
executed both in lille and color, is
hardly recognizable in the painful color-
ing schelne which covers this liage.

The headiigs in the athletic section
of the book are on the whole praise-
worthylv. Thle drawings for the Athletic
Association, track team, Maine meet,
Golf Club, and fencing team, and the
"W\earers of the T," are striking in
their originality and execution. The
full-page drawing for "records" is an
example of the ruination of a clever and
extremely original idea by a very poor
and unpleasant execution.

Tihe pages devoted to the professional
societies represent what may almost
certainly be considered the best work
ever done in the illustration of this
part of Technique. Beginning ewith a
truly excellent title-page, the various
headdings are wonderfully expressive of
the character of the different course so-
cieties and equally remarkable in their
execution.

After the excellence of this section,
the title-page for "Clubs" has so much
of the air of a brewery advertisement
that the less said about it the better.
From this point on, indeed, the stan-
dard of excellence seems to drop steadily.
Fresh disappointments are met every-
where. Not only are many of the
ideas old but the execution is markedly
faulty in too many cases. A criticism
of such designs would only involve repi-
tition of what has already been said
that only the better drawings will be
discussed.

ThIe headings for the Mechanic Arts
HIigh School Club, The Tech, and Cleo-
fan, are excellent in the. manner in
which the sentiment connected with the
particular organization has been ex-
pressed, and the full-page illustrations
for Publications, Musical Clubs, Miscel-
laneous, Tech Show, and Statistics,
complete the list of better drawings in
the remainder of the book.

One of the most excellent pieces of
color work which has yet appeared in
Technique is the pane "Finis." This
design is so remarkably simple that it
is practically the color scheme alone
which counts in the effectiveness of tihe
page.

The most unfortunate feature of tihe
book is tihe border used in connection
with the grinds. Once again, the idea
of adding something of interest to these
pages is Ipraiseworthy but the manner in
which it has been done is certainly not.
'I lie result of the effort has too much of
the appearance of a catalog or of a
child's primer to be satisfactory in
Technique.

The cover may almost be called the
best feature of tihe book. It is simple,
it is dignified, above all, it is most ap-
propriate to a book of the character of
Technique. So malny of the past Tech-
nique covers have been so inappro-
priate that this design is most refresh-
ing.111

In spite of all the faults evident in
the execution of the drawings, the Art
Editors of Technique 1909 are to be con-
gratulated on the manner in which they
have boldly and courageously been
original in many of their ideas. It may
be that this very originality leaves a bad
impression as to the standard of ex-
cellence of the art work, but it is evident,
after a careful and thorough survey of
the book, that tihe designs which are
truly original in conception are best in
execution.

Much of tihe art work that is poor.
is due, no doubt, to the fact that the
Art Editors worked under the great
handicap-a handicap felt in this de-
partment possibly more than in any

other except the business-of the lack
of time which disorganization of the
board at the beginning of the year occa-
sioned.

-

, �. t" .,I

I

i =-I 

I

I',
I J�I

. P'l '.

-.AfL�- -

.I

I '! I I . I

II


