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- center pullout

A Tech Tool had thought,
“Life is a dud,
I'do nothing but study this crud.”’
He decided to repenti,
And now he’s content,
For he has donatred a pint of
his biood.

Today is the last day of Blood Drive
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Baker Dining Hall wili be much more crowded next year than

itisin

this picture if compuisory Commons is established again by the MIT

administration.

By Mike McNamee
A former MIT and Boston
University Campus Patrolman
has been arrested and charged
with receiving goods apparently

stolen from MIT’s duPont
Gymnasium, according to Brock-
ton Police. )

Yames Mattie, 33, whose em-
ployment with the MIT Campus
Patrol was terminated in Janu-
ary, will appear in Brockton
District Court today on charges
of assault and battery with a
deadly weapon, possession of a
deadly weapon, possession of
controlled substances, and iwo
charges of receiving stolen
goods. Mattie has been held on
$7000 bond since his arrest by
Brockton Police last Friday.

MIT Campus Patrol is investi-
gating “five or six™ additional
charges of receiving stolen goods
which might result from Mattie’s
arrest, according to Patrol Chief
James Olivieri, One pending
charge of receiving stolen goods
cites Mattie’s possession of 2 .25
caliber pistol taken from the
duPont pistol range, according
to the arrest report.

Mattie, a former Massachu-
setts State Police officer who
was hired by the MIT Campus
Patrol in 1971, was discharged
from the Patrol Jan, 27 for
“conduct improper for a Patrol
officer,” Olivieri told The Tech.
Misconduct charges had been
brought against Mattie for four
separate incidents, none of them
relating to the alleged thefts, he
said.
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In an article in the Feb, 11
issue of The 7Tech entitled
“Students to be housed at
¥?.” it was reported that 150
students may move into the
Cambridge YMCA if the West
Campus Dormitory is not
completed by Oct, 1. Acinal-
ly, the YMCA, which would
be one of several temporary
living guarters, would house
far fewer than 150 students,
although the exact number is
not known at this time, The

Tech regrets the error,
Ry

Mattie was assigned to Patrol
duty in duPont Gymnasium for
two years, until hé was frans-
ferred to other duty about sight
months ago, Olivieri said.
DuPont has long been the scene
of a rash of “‘wallet and watch”
burglaries which have eluded
Campus Patrol attempts to solve
them.

After his dismissal at MIT,
Mattie was employed briefly as a
campus police officer at Bosten
University, Olivieri said. BU
Campus Patrol Chief Paul M.
Bates, when contacted by The
Tech, refused to confirm or
deny Mattie’s employment. “I
have absoclutely no comment on
any story,” Bates said.

(Please turn to page 3)

By Michazl Garry

Interfraternity Confer-
ence (IFC) and the Dormitory
Conference (Dormcon) elected
officers this week to guide the

The

student housing organizations
for one year.

The {FC elected Mark Suchon
76 (DU) Chairman and Gary
Porfert 77 (DKE) Vice-
Chairman at its Tuesday night
meeting at Alpha Tau Omega. At
the Dormcon election meeting in
the Student Center Wednesday
night, Greg Blonder *77 (Baker
House), Jerry Kazin *76 (Senior
House) and Samuel Nixon Jr.
*77 (East Campus) were elected
Chairman, Secretary-TFreasurer
and Judicial Committee Chair-
man.

Although Suchoen and Porfert
will not be officially installed in
their positions until the April 15
meeting of the IFC, they effec-
tively took centrol
election Tuesday night. How-
ever, their predecessors, Peter
Mancuso '75 (SPE) and Carlos
Seavedra *75 (DTD) will remain
in the 1FC in the interim period
to help them get accustomed to
their positions and to ensure “a
smooth pericd of transition,”
Porfert told The Tech,

Tom Khim owic.z

after the .

By Mike McNamee

* Residents of three West Cam-
pus dormitories may be required
to buy Commons meal plans
next vear, according tce MIT
officials.

The Dean for Student Affairs
Office is conducting a study, at
the request of Chancellor Paul E,
Gray '54, to test the possibility
of returning to a “‘compulsory
Commons” plan in Baker, Bur-
ton, and MacGregor houses.

Approximately 1000 dormi-
tory residents would be required
to purchase meal contracts
under such a plan. Residents of
other dormitories would neot be
affected by the change.

Compulsory Commons,
which had been in effect in
Baker, Burton, and McCormick
houses since they were brought
into the housing system, was
abandoned by MIT in 1971 due
to growing student opposition to
the plan. Since then, Commons
contracts have been optional for
all students, Approximately 600
students currently purchase one
of three meal plans offered.

“QOptimal time”

Administration officials feel
that this year will be an “opti-
mal time” to re-introduce com-
puisory Commons, which, they
say, will have to be considered
by the Institute eventually.
Completion of the new West
Campus dormitory, they say,
will give students who are op-
posed to compulsory Commons
a “reasonable alternative” to
either staying in their current
dorms and buying Commons, or
moving off campus,

“We have some flexibility
here now,” Gray told The Tech.
“Students have a possibility of
going to the new house next
vear if they don’t want Com-
mons. We feel this flexibility

con elect

When asked what he hopes to
accomplish as FIFC Chairman,
Suchon said he plans to make
the IFC ‘“more responsive to
fraternity houses,” and to en-
courage fraternity representa-
tives to consistently attend [FC
meetings, Suchon added that the
IFC is presently considering pro-
posed modifications in its Res-
idence-Orientation Week sched-
ule.

Although each of the 29 fra-
ternitics has a representative in
the IFC, only 22 of the repre-
sentatives were present at the
election meeting, Porfert said.

The following officers were
also elected at the meeting: Dave
Dobos 77 (LCA), Treasurer,
Doug King *78 (SPE), Secretary;
John Thain 77 (DU), Judicial
Committee Chairman; Russ
Johnsen *76 (DTD), Rush Chair-
man;: Bill Morris "77 (PKS), PMC
Chairman; Rich Maebius 77
(SPE) Community Relations
Chairman: Ken Leighton 78
(SPE), Finance Management
Chairman; John Zbeske ’77
(TDC), Activities Chairman,

The representatives decided
to defer to the April 15 meeting
the election of the six members
of the Judicial Committee,

MIT, CAMBRIDGE, MASSACHUSETTS

gives freedom of choice in the
system.”
Another motivation behind

instituting compulsory Com-
mons now 1s apparently the need
to cut the number of residents
remaining in dormitories during
their upperclass years., MIT has
experienced a high retention rate
of upperclassmen in the last sev-
eral years, believed to be at least
partiaily related to optional
Commons plans. With the ex-
pected increase in undergraduate
enroliment (see The Tech, Feb.
28), cutting the retention rateis
seen as desitable to increase
housing space available for fizst
year students.

Return of .compulsory Com-
mons, which many administra-
tors say they have always fav-
ored over opticnal Commons, is
expected to have several bene-
fits:

— Economies of scale,
through more efficient use of
the dining facilities now present
in the dormitories, are expected
to help the Housing and Dining

Students off

Service meet ifs growing cosis.
MIT housing is run on a break-
even basis, but has experienced
deficits in several recent years.

- Student nutrition is ex-
pected to improve, Many admin-
istrators believe that students
who are cooking for themselves
are not receiving adequate nour-
ishment. Their arguments re-
ceived new impetus when a re-
cent study showed that many
off-Commons students’ meais
are deficient in several nutrients
(see story befow),

— Sanitation and mainte-
nance of dormitories is expected
to improve. Administrators say
that safety and sanitation of
dorms — especially Baker and
MacGregor, which were designed
with compulsory Commons in
mind - has deteriorated since
optional Commons was insti-
tuted. Rising maintenance costs
are being considered in requiring
compulsory Commons.

— Social interaction between
students is expected to improve.

(Please turn to page 6)

Lommons

eat poorly. study finds

By Leon Tatevossian
MIT undergraduates living in
dormitories who are not on
Commons may not be getting
enough of certain basic nutt-
ents, a recently completed sur-
vey suggests,

_.The purpose of the survey
was to compare commons meals
and meals prepared by dormi-
tory students not on commons
with the ‘Recommended Dietary
Allowances’ of the National Re-
search Council - National
Academy of Sciences. The sur-
vey was conducted by Louis

fficials

which had been scheduled to
come after all the officers were
glected. “It would have been bad
to have this election at the end
{Please rurn to page 3}
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F(;. Chairman-elect Mark Suchon '76.

Essandoh 77 under the super-
vision of Professor of Nutrition
and Food Science Samuel
Goldblith.

Essandoh first examined the
nutritional value of Commons
meals, randomly selecting one of
the four MIT dining facilities
each day of the survey. He
weighed portions of each item
on the day’s menu, and then
determined the amount of nutri-
ent in the food by using stand-
ard tables of the US Department
of Agriculture.

The result of the Commons
survey indicated that undergrad-
uates on Commons were getiing
more nutrients than required by
the NRC-NAS standards. “The
Commons meals,” said Geld-
blith, *‘were particularly good
with respect to protein, all of
the vitamins, calcium, phos-
{Please turn to page 6)
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* In an effort to encourage MIT
students to exiend a warm and
friendly welcome to the Class of
1979, the Admissions Office will
again make available the “‘Freshman
Admitied List.” Student-to-student
contact during the month of April,
when decisions as to choice of coilege
are being made, is important for the
applicant and for MIT. All students
are encouraged to call, write or visit
as many of the Clag of 1979 as
possible. Lists will be available for
constiltation in the Admissions Office
(3-108) at 10am on Friday, March
21. The official representative of a
living group or major activities group
may sign for and pick up a copy of
the list any time after 10am on the
2ist.

* Freshman Evaluation Forms are
due on Friday, March 21. Instructors’
deadline is Friday, March 28.

* Space hearings will be held on
Wednesday, March 19 at Burton
House Dining Hall and on Thursday,
‘March 20, in W20-400 7:30pm to
10:00pm; all Association of Student
Activities recognized organizations
that wish to obtain space or change
space are required to attend. Organi-
zations that currently hold space and
do not wish to change the space they
eccupy need not attend uniess other-
wise notified by the ASA Executive
Committee. The purpose of these
hearings is to allow the ASA togeta
picture of the space needs of the MIT
Student Activities Community. All
groups applying for space are ex-
pected tc have space forms fully
compieted and returned by March
17. Forms may be obtained and must
be returned to W20-403. If your
organization wishes to obtain space
and cannot attend either hearing con-
tact Terry, x3-2969, on or before
March 17.

*  Nominations are being sought for
two major student awards and one
award for an employee to be pre-
sented at the annual Awards Convo-
cation in May. The Carl Taylor
Compton Awards recognize excel-
lence and devotion to the MIT com-
munity. Emphasis in nominations
should be placed on lasting or sus-
tzined conttibutions; William L.
Stewart Awards recognize contribu-
tions io student life. The Award
honors significant contyjbutions to a
particular activity or event. Yames N.
Murphy Award for an empioyee
recognizes an employee whose rela-
tionship with students goes beyond
what might normally be expied.
Nominatiors may be made by letter
and submitted to Awards Selection
Committes, Rm. 7-101. Deadline is
Monday, April 7.

*  The MIT Auto Cilub will be hav-
ing 2 meeting on Sunday 16 March at
7pm in Room 400 of the Student
Center. Organization of the pit crew
elections, shdes.

*  Materials Policy Seminar Series:
Mondays, 4-S:30pm, room 9-150.
March 17:“Internation Aspects of
Materiais Supplies,” Charies
Kindleberger, Economics. Sponsored
by Materials Scienck and Engineering
Dept., CPA.

* The Cambridge Forum Video
Series will present the forum program
“Are the Arts Alienated from Soci-
ety?” Sunday, March ‘16, at 8pm.
The video program will be presented
in the Lobby of Building 7, MIT.
Professor Rudolf Arnheim of Harvard
and Professor Gyorgy Kepes of MIT
will conduct the program.

*  On Friday evening, March 21, at
8:00pm, Noam Chomsky will speak
on “Some Varieties of Socialism.™
The lecture will be held at the Uni-
versity of Massachusetts ~ Boston’
downtown campus at 100 Arlington
Street. Sponsored by the Black Rose
magazine collective as a part of their
lecture series. Information: call
296-7423, in the evenimz or write
Black Rose Lecture Series, Box 191,
Sommervitie 02145.

* The loeb Feflowship Program of
the Harvard Gradeate School of
Design will prewesst a conference on
the Soutkern Growth Policy Board
and tie Report of the Commission
on the Future of the South on March
24, 1975, from 4:00 to 6:00pm in
Piper Anditorium, George Gumd Hall,
48 Quincy Street, Cambridge, Ma.
Free to the public.

Bachby
populardemand.

Johann Sebastian Bach is
generally regarded as one of

Fme Stemo
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Please send me a free
g 48 page, 1975 Tech Hifi

-
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S0 in honor of Johann’s  0irthday cake waiting for g stand it contains every- g
birthday ‘on March 21. Tech YOW and special sale prices g thing I nee.d to knov_v §
Hifi is bringing back our all week long. It’s Tech i about buying a music §
annual Bach Sale.. With Hifi’s tribute to a truly great § system. g
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Whether you listen to
Bach, rock, country music,
or jazz..Tech Hifi has a
system on sale this week that
that makes the music sound
as good as it possibly can.
Plus many special deals on
separate components and ac-
cessories.

All complete systems are:
covered by Tech Hifi’s four-
teen important Customer Sat-
isfaction Guarantees! In-
cluding a seven-day 100%
money back guarantee, sixty-
day exchange for defective
equipment, a one-year
speaker trial, and thirty
day price protection. You
can’t go wrong!

You Save:

This week
only:

Special offer this week!!
Get a pair of stereo head- .
phones for only five dollars.

e |

& TrpOemick 0F The 5-noar Comvpany

NEKKO GLENDURN
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By Gerald Radack -
Second in a series
- Foreign students may” come
to MIT for many reasons, but
two major reasons are the fact
that the universities in their own

couniries are overcrowded, and -
that they velieve MIT offers a

better education in engineering

or science than the universities.

in their home countries,

- MIT has “made its reputation
internationally in engineering,”
Advisor fo Foreign Students
Eugene - Chamberlein said.” In

addition, he said, “Cambridge is -

a magnet that atiracts foreign
students,” to the area’s univer-
sities and hospitals.

“People come because of
technology we dont have at
home, and because of space limi-
tations in home universities,”
stated Palachi Meescok 75, past
president of the Thai Students

Club. . “I know many students.
~ who couldn’t get into their home

'Foreign students: why MIT?

universities because they

. couldn’t pass the exams, or be-

cause space was limited.”
Asian countries are among

these where this problem is -

greatest, Chamberlain said.
“Overcrowding- in -educational
facilities in Pakistan, Hong
Kong, India, Taiwan, and other
countries tends to encourage stu-
dents to come to the United
States,” he said. - '

Meesook added that some
students might come to MIT
“because it -is an Araerican
school. It’s like going to Europe
for Americans.”

Other students might be at-'

tracted to apply to -MIT by
alumni lLiving abroad or faculty
membets visiting other coun-
tries, Chamberlain said. “When
faculty travel abroad, they pro-
duce a star track of potential
applicants to MIT,” he con-
-tinned, i

Iranians charge party

'sabotage’ by consulate

The Iranian Consulate of New

York is attempting to “sabo-
tage’ protest efforts against the ..

Iranian government by Boston-
area Iranian students, the stu-
dents’ association has charged,

The Consulate is sponsoring,
through 2 “dummy’ committee,
a Persian New Year, or No-Rooz,
celebration in Framingham in an
attempt to sabotage a the No-
Rooz Party sponsored by the

. Iranian Student Association of

the Greater Boston Area, offi-
cers of the Association say.

The students’ No-Rooz Party,
scheduled for March 22 in MIT’s
Lobdel Dining Hali, is “a gather-
ing point for local Iranians who
want "to” protest the actions of

IFC, Dormcon
elect officers

{Continued from page 1)

of a long meeting,” Porfert said:
According to Porfert, the [FC

" Chairman runs the day-to-day

affairs of the executive branch
of-the IFC. The chairman, he
added, speaks at the Freshman

. Picnic, held at the beginning of

Residence-Qrientation Week, as
the official representative of fra-
ternities.

The Vice-Chairman, Porfert -

said, coordinates committees,
participates in special projecis
and assists the Chairman. He

. noted, however, that the role of
the Vice-Chairman is vaguely de--

fined, adding that he intends to
work ‘with Suchon in defining 1t

the Jrapian government,” ac-
cording to an Iranian MIT stu-
dent. The student, who asked
not to be named, said the annual
party is the Association’s major
fund-raising event; proceeds
from the celebration are used to
sponsor protest efforts, he said,

The student said that the

Association believes the Fram-
ingham Party is being sponsored
by the Iranian Consulate
through a group called the
“Committee of Norooz Party,
franian societies of Massachu-
setts and neighboring states.”
The students’ Association, he
said, had never béfore dealt with
any groups going under that
name before. o

The Framingham party,
which is advertising entertain-
ment “flown direct from Teh-
ran,” the capital of Iran, increas-
ing the students’ suspicion that
the party has support {rom the
Iranian government.

Answering service

The telephone number listed
in local advertisements for the
Framingham party belongs to a

- local answering service, which

was hired by the “Committee of
Norooz Party™ to answer ques-
tions about the party, investiga-
tion by The Tech revealed.

A woman at the answering
service, who refused to give her
name, said she had been con-
tacted by the New York-based
committee last week, and given
instructions and information
about the party. She sazid she
was expecting more information

(Piease turn to page 6] -

classified

Nead third giri for 6 rcom apart-.
ment on Raymond 5t. Cam-
bridge. Fully furnished, 15 min.
walk 1o Harvard Sq. Sublet until

June, option to renew lease, $80°

+ heat. Call 247-1324 or 354-
0561. Available immediately.

Perfect typing for you, Near
MIT. Call 262-7237.

!
{"ve heen ftyping WMasters and
Ph.D.’s
Full Time

for five years (and stitl love it!}
’d be happy to help you. {IBM
Correcting Selectric) 894-3406
{Weston).

-§t.  Cambridge,

vertising

Term Papers: Canada's largest
service. For catalogue send $2
to: — Essay Service, Box 1218,
MNiagara Falls, NY 14302

Night Qwl?
Gnomon Copy Center has
openings for Xerox operators on
all shitfts, especiaily tate nights.
Liberal raises for reliable perfor-
mance, NO experience necessary.

Contact " Eddie~ Shaoui 2-4pm
weekdays, 99 Mt. Auburn
Street, 492-7767.

Wanted:

HBanjo Player or Folk Guitarist
for Community-oriented coffes
house. Must love music, relate to
audience. Contact: Dave Sanford
323-4037.

Middie East Restaurant Tasty
origiial, home style cooking.
Exotic, flavorful, middle east
dishes. In Central Square. Open
11:30-2 for tunch. 5-10 for din-
ner {to 9 on Sunday). Brookling
MA. Cali

354-8238.

Other students are encour-
aged to apply by friends. “Peo-
ple from here write back to their
friends saying this is a good
school,” said X, Subramanian G,
president of Sangam, the Indian
Students’ club.

Foreign students applying to
MIT follow the same procedure
as Americans, Chamberlain said.
However, foreign undergraduates
are judged on a somewhat stric-
ter basis, because “starting in
1972, we were directed to limit
the number of foreign under-
graduates to 6 per cent of the
freshman class,  and if possible,
to select on a global basis,” he
continued.

Up to 8 per cent of financial
aid “‘gift money” (scholarship
grants) can be given to foreign
students, Chamberlain noted,
adding that the attractiveness of
coming here is coupled with the
fact that we do spend some

. financial aid (on foreign stu-

dents}.

- A larger number of foreign
graduate studeénis are admitted,
Chamberlain said, because they
are judged with Americans strict-
¥ on the basis of academic
merit. :

CP, fired 2 months ago.
found with stolen goods

{Continued_from page 1}
No others involved -

Investigation by the Campus
Patrol has not uncovered any
involvement by other persons
“within the Patrol or outside of
it” in the alleged thefts, Olivieri
said. The Patrol is working with
the Brockton Police on the in-
vestigation, and Olivieri expects

further charges of Treceiving
duPont stolen goods to be
brought against the former

Patrolman soon. .
Olivieri said he had met with
all Campus Patrol personnel to

- brief them on the Mattie arrest

and ipvestigation, “We have a
good bunch of guys here, and
it's very degrading to discover
this in our midst,”” he said,
“Many of the men are very upset
about it.”’
Karate expert

Brockton Police were called

to the home of Mattie’s

- estranged wife Friday afternoon

to answer a complaint of assauit

_and battery, and arrested Mattie

there, police said. Further inves-
tigation uncovered the stolen
goods in Mattie’s possession.
Mattie, a karate and judo
expert, was “very popular with
the students,” according to the
Campus Patrol Chief. “He en-
joyed working out physically,
and often exercised in the
duPont weight room. Everyone
there knew him,” Olivieri said.

°SIR “SPEEDYo
LINSTANT PRINTING
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295 Man STREET
CAMBRIDGE. MASSACHUSETTS |

COPIES WHILE YOU WATCH!
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s Newsletters

a Price Lists
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1f you can spare even a few hours
a week, you can help people.

Call the Voluntary Action Center
in your town. Or write:

“Volunteer, Washington, D.C. 20013,
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There is an alternative to Harvard Square

% CENTRAL SQUARE

Serving a Complete Lunch and Dinner Menu
5 Cambyidge's best Sunday Brunch 12 noon — 5pm

684 Mass. Avenue Ample Parking 868-5640

Today ;s the last day of éhe
Spring
MiT-Red Cross

Today, 9:45am until 3:30pm
ins the Sala
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Trade a pint of blood for a

free glass
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Behavior

Seminaron M .
Equality in a Just Society
Thursday, March 20, 1975
Lecture Hall 9-150
4:00 — 6:00 PM
The Right to be Different:
Deviance
and Enforced Therapy

Merit and

NICHOLAS N. KITTRIE, Professor of Criminai
And Comparative
University Law School, and Director of the
Institute for Studies in Justice and Social

Law, The American

RESPONDENT: MATTHEW P. DUMONT, Asst.
Commissioner for Drug Rehabilitation, Dept.
of Mental Health of Massachusetts

Sponsored by the Technology

and Culture Seminar at. ML T.

resort.

day .
any mid-week day

mid-week day

Special Spring Skiing Rates for studenis from now until
April 11 {or later) at N.H.'s biggest, most comptet2 ski

All-day lift ticket any mid-week
Complete Ski Rental Equipment
One 3/4 hour ski lesson any

Regular rates apply on weekends,
Current Coliege 1D required.

in addition, the Campton fodge, near Waterville Vatley, §
offers bunk-style lodging with sleeping bags for only $5.00
per night, and onty $5.00 for dinner and breakfast.

Call the Campton Lodge, 603-728-3421, for bunk-style
accomedations or cail 603-236-8371 for snow conditions,
F regular package plans and other overnight accomodations
§ available. ‘. -

4

Student
with 1.D. Regularly

$5.50  $8.50($10.00
weekends)

$450  $9.00

$3.00  $6.00
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By Michael McNamee

The MIT =administration is
having trouble convincing people
that the budgetary situation of
the Institute is as difficult as it
actually is. They can’t convince
the alumni who are expected to
make gifts to MIT; they can’t
convince the faculty who don’t
want to see the budget cuts;
they can’t convince the students
who don’t want their dorms
overcrowded.

There is no doubi about the
fact that MIT’s financial crisis is
serious. Without changes in
MIT’s budgetary structure, the
Institute will have a deficit — a
single-year deficit — of §9
million in 1980, Between now
and then, if changes aren’t made,
MIT’s endowment will have to
contribute more than 330
million to keep the Institute
afloat. That's serious. Things
have to be changed, and the
administration is changing them.

If the administration is having
trouble convincing everyone else
of this fact, however, it might
just be because the communi-
cation problem is two-way.
Every one else seems to be
having trouble convincing the
administration of a number of
things. Messages are being missed
both ways, with a net result
being that nothing is being done
the easy way.

Convincing

For example, suppose a stu-
dent lives in Baker, MacGregor,
or Burion, enjoys living in his
dorm, and alse enjoys cooking
for himself and saving money by
not being on Commons. How
does he convince the administra-
tion that he doesn’t want to
throw away the life he’s built in
fwo or three years and move to a
new dorm with total strangers,
just to avoid having to buy lousy
food which he doesn’t want at
horrendous prices under a com-
puisory Commons plan? It’s easy.
for the MIT VPs to say that
“system freedom” gives the stu-
dent choice; it’s not that easy
for the student who Joves his
dorm and is enjoying his life.

How does a MacGrepor resi-
dent convince the administration
that he and his suitemates have
better uses for a lounge than
having it made into another
bedroom, and that Ilosing
lounges will hurt the quality of
their lives? How deoes any stu-
dent convince administrators
who are worrying about “cost-
effectiveness™ and “better atili-
zation of academic resources’’
than overcrowding his dormifory
far beyond the levels it is
designed for wili hurt him, will
make his life more unpleasant,
will make MIT 2 decidedly worse
place for him?

How do students convince
administrators that they are
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worried about future classes as
well, and that they don't think
the Cambridge YMCA is eligible
for consideration as a housing
option — even a last ditch
option? How do you convince
administrators that it might be
betier to be able to house stu-
dents before admitting them,

even if it means foregoing one and students (Jerry Wiesner used

I B ; B

a c¢hance to convince ad-
ministrators of Tany of these
things. The class size decision
went through without any stu-
dent consultation (Paul Gray, of
course, doesn’t live in a dorm).
The deal with fran has been
negotiated with only very nar-
row consultation with faculty

ec
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Dean’s Office was handling the
work -~ you can bet there won™
be students helping to make the
finat decision, (Eugene Brammer
won't be forced to eat Com-
mons. or to leave his home). -
Why haven’t students been

called in to at least discuss
changes which will affect their
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year’s income from a larger
class? , .

How do students convince
administrators that it is not wise
to require them to register. for
fall courses when they are taking
spring finals, just for adminis-
trative convenience? How do
they convince administrators
and faculty that it isn’t wise to
move the Drop Date just to ease
pressure on Registrar’s
employees (who are paid to
work under pressure) while in-
creasing pressure on students
{who apparently are paying to
be put under pressure}?

Finally ~ but not by any
means the last of the possible
questions — how do students
and facully convince the ad-
ministration that they feel it is
immoral and wrong to go out of
our ‘way to train nuclear
engineers for g dictatorial Mid-
eastern government? How do
students convince MIT admin-
istrators that the Institute has a
broader responsibility in tech-

nological areas such as nuclear -
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proliferation than just “in-
formjng” and “urging”
people and governmenis to do
something about it — that MIT
itself should set an example by
doing something about it?
Consulting
Students have not been given

Student rioting didn’t begin in the 18680s — at MIT, the

“Bread and Freedom” riots, complete with arrests,
bonfires, trashing and all the other phenomena . of § i -
anti-war protests, were hetd in 1857,

other-

STUDENT RIOTS ROCK CAMPU
Students,Police Clashin
Saturday Night Protest

Wi tu L oa e Sl vnomad of chantang studvnts termed it 3 full seale
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to. worry about things Ilike
auclear bombs and dictators).
Registration changes are being
made without students being
consulted (Warren Wells - isn’t
taking finals). Students were
being consulted -about compui-
sory Commons, but only be
cause the relatively ““liberal”

Well, look at it from the admin-
istration’s point of view, Why
should they consult with stu-
dents? They never have in the
past on any critical issue, or even
on most” trivial questions, Even
at the height of student activism,
they didn't really listen to stu-
dents; students were marching in

Letter to The Tech

To the Editor:

It has been reported inm at
least two campus newspapers
that the Institute, in the interest
of rising its income, is
embarking upon a policy which,
although not so blatantly stated,
actually calls for a gross over-
crowding of the dormitery
system. If true, the reasoms for
this move are quite wunder-
standable, but the problem need
not be as great as the press has
proclaimed.

It is only within about the
past twenty years that MIT has
switched emphasis from being a
small school with 2 significant
percentage of commuters teo
becoming a large, nearly com-
pletely residential university.
With the present and upcoming
shortage of housing, it might
make sense for the Institute to
pursue a policy of not dis-

couraging Greater Boston area
students from commuting (The
present policy encourages resi-
dency on campus.)

To counter the inevitable
argument that life on campus is
a major portion of an under-
graduate’s  educational  ex-
perience; we of the Non-
Résident Student’s Association
maintain that commuters can be
and are as active on campus as
residents, In addition, there is
Hitfle or no inconvenience in-
volved in commuting, and the
savings in room and board are
substantial, Presenily it is
estimated that approximdiely
25% of the Greater Boston area
freshmen actually commute,.
. This number can be increased,
decreasing the -numbey of
students that need be housed by
up to 50 annually.

Unknown to many, MIT

lives more than anything else?

the streets, and MIT, went on
with what it was doing. Now
that activism is gone, and a
decision .that abuses students
‘only draws an ediforial in The
Tech calling for more consul-
tation with students — more of
something that just never
existed. Why should they care
what students think?

Confronting

- The only pragmatic reason
the administratjon should care is.
that if they don’t, students may
end up rioting in the streets
again, Gut issues ~— housing,
food, grades, finances, fear of
MIT-aided war — might be able
to move even the most apathetic
MIT students, It worked even in
1957, when the campus was
rocked by “Bread and Freedom™
riots protesting rate increases; it
might work now.

MIT’s budgetary crisis is seri-
ous. If something isn’t done
about it, MIT might fold. But
MIT is more than just a balance
sheet, more than a cblumn of
numbers to be made to match
another column of numbers. The
administration has made little
public acknowledgement of that
in the past three weeks.

There might well be another
era of confrontation in the near-
future, If there is, it will be
because budgets have taken
precedence over people; because
accountant rnentality has taken
over the Open University. Con-
frontations will not solve the
communications problem. But
people who arz being told to
make sacrifices which they have
not been asked about, which
they don’t understand, and for
which they see little reason,
aren’t being communicated with
anyway. What's the difference?

provides well for all its non-
resident studenis by maintaining
the Non-Resident Student
Association facilities at 311
Memorial Drive. Kitchen, locker,
study, recreational, and sleeping
facilities, not to mention active
social and athletic programs, are
provided for a paitry $5.00 per
semester.

The commuter or potential
commufier need not fear an
inability to participate actively
in the MIT community. The
Institute need not pursue a
policy of encouraging residency
by potential commuters, es-
pecially during this housing
crunch. It is now time for the
Institute *~ again realize the
potential of the M. SA as a
rese irce to the MIT ¢ munity.

Fred Walter
President, NRSA

" February 18,1975
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MIT has spent hundreds of
person-hours and thousands of dollars in
expenses and salaries in the last year on
one seemingly simple question. In the last
three months, three faculty meéetings and
two largescale student meetings have
been largely devoted to discussing it.
Reams of paper have been used reporting,
explaining, and analyzing that one
question:

What sort of grading system
should MIT have?

Consideration of that question has led
the MIT faculty and student bedy to
discuss some of the most basic tenets of
MIT education. It has resulted in bitter
debates over the nature of MIT
education, the purpose of MIT degrees,
and the importance of grading to the
entire structure, It has divided faculty,
students, and administration, if not into
warring camps, into factions which
struggie,  seemingly endlessly, over such
points as Drop Dates, roll cards, and
other items which seem to relate only
vaguely to the central question.

In this Special Supplement The Tech
attempts te summarize the debate over
grades: the issues, the opinions, the
conflicts, the costs, the results,

Based on reporting by The Tech staff,
it wuses the report of the Ad Hoec
Committe on Grading, minutes of recent
faculty discussion, faculty letters, and
other background information in an
attempt to present as full’ a picture as
possible on the grading issue, No picture
can present the entire issue with complete
accuracy; this Supplement, however, will
attempt to provide useful background for
members of the MIT community who
wish to inform themselves on the issue,

What is a grade? In simplest form,
grades serve two functions. A grade:

— Indicates to a student his level of
knowledge in a given area. Ideally, the
grade would give a perfect indication of
knowledge; in practice, it must be based
on - arbitrary ‘criteria of completion of
assigned work, test scores, and other
imperfect indicators,

~ Places the student omn a2 scale to
allow comparision of his work with that
of other students who have studied the
same or similar areas. This aspect of
grading, the comparative aspect, is

- pussed wirh honor.
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: barely passed.
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necessary to allocate scarce honoss and
positions which are subject to
competifion, such as admission into
graduaie schools,

Most educators agree that these two
agpects of the grading systein are, to some
extent, muiually incompatible. The
information function, for example,
requires grades that are as informational
and detailed as possible; the more
information that can be provided to the
student to indicate what he has learned,
the better, The comparative function, on
the other hand, requires that grades be
easily understood and quickly grasped by
a number of people, many of whom wili
not be familiar with the detfails of the
student’s learning process,

A second problem with any grading
system is that different people view the
use of the system differently. Grading
systerns are often called upon to .do far
more than fthe two basic functions,
Teachers often see the grading system as
an important means of motivating
students to learn, or at least to complete
work; the fear of poor grades is felt to be
a powerful motivator, People who must
evaluate applicants for jobs, academic
admission, and other positions often view
grades as indicators of personal aspects
which refate to academic knowledge in
uncertain  ways: industriousness,
intelligence, personality, and talemts, to
name a few. Students have a variety of
perceptions of grades: for some students
grades are a game to be played for the
best transcript, while for others grades are
measure of personal worth, a scale of
achievement and well-being that has
strocng influence on the student’s
self-perception. These varying views of
grades and their purpose overlap, creating
a confused image of what a grading
system is and should do,

Anyone who wishes to design a
grading system must also face a thid
problem — a problem which accentuates
and complicates all others. Grading —
indeed, 2ll of education — is at best an
extremely inaccurate field, There is no
objective answer, and very little data of
any kind, to comnsider such guestions as
“How accurately do grades reflect
intelligence?” or “How much influence
do grades have on students’ motivation?”

EXPLANATION OF GRADES
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Subjective perceptions are the only data
available; such perceptions, in turn, are
based in the observers’ philosophies and
beliefs about the guestions being asked.
The situation resembles the Heisenberg
Uncertainty Principle in physics, except
that in this case uncertainty knows no
limits. T B
The MIT Case

The designer of a grading system faces
serious problems from the start, even if
he knows exactiy what goals he wants to
achieve with the system. In the case of a
particular institution - ke MIT, the
problems mount even higher. MIT has a
number of unique features which limit
the freedom of anyone who wishes ic
solve the Institute’s grading problems. A
few of these features are:

— The nature of the student body.
This is an area where there are no precise

answers, but it is assumed that MIT
students are beiier quslified to do
academic work, especially work in

mathematical, scientific, and technical
areas, than their counterparts at most
other schools, There are no accurale
measures of the distribution of MIT
students’ abilities, but they are known to

.be high with regards to any “‘average™ of

all college students’ abilities. How must a
grading system be adjusted to take into
account the high abilities of students,
especially in communicating with
non-MIT people.

— Public misperceptions about MIT.
Any MIT student can vouch for the fact
that what people in his hometown think
MIT is like is far different from what MIT
really is like, While all institutions have
that problem, MIT’s problem is greater
than most. People who are evaluating
MIT students’ grades in comparision with
those of students from other schools may
or may not have accurate information
about MIT or MIT students,

— Emphasizx on science and
technology, While MIT’s major
educational focus is in scientific and
technological areas, it also has interests
that go beyond those fields, and which
should be reflected in the grading system.
The question of integrating the grading
svstems for science, engineering,
humanities, architecture, and other fields
50 as to have a meaningful Institute-wide
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grading system, while maintaining unique

criteria necessary in each area, is another
problem for grade planners.

—  Emphasis on pre-professional
education. Large numbers of MIT
students — up to 75 or 80 per cent of
some classes — have gone on for
post-graduate {raining in any of 1 number
of fields, non-technological as well as
technological, More and more students
are going into  highly competitive
professional schools in business, law, and
medicine, creating a problem with
vurside-world evaluation of MIT students’
performance. This is one of the areas
where the clash between evaluative and
comparative grades is sirongest.

— Historical factors, MIT traditionally
has had very liberal registration
procedures, allowing students to register
or deregister for courses very late in the
semester. Students enjoy such a system;
although it might interfere with grading
proposals, changes will pe difficult to
make. Programs which do not fit
traditional g