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2017s’ GIR pass rates
continue to improve

Graduate Student Council hosts arts soiree

Support, outreach from advisors
cited as reason for improvement
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By Derek Chang
The Class of 2017’s pass rate for the
math and science General Institute
Requirements (GIRs) was 97.2 percent last semester, an improvement
over last year’s rate of 96.7 percent.
Around 12.9 percent (144 students) of
the Class of 2017 received at least one
flag in a GIR, given to students who
have a D or F in a class five weeks into
the semester, and 86.8 percent (125
students) of those who received one
or more flags passed their GIRs.
Julie B. Norman, the Senior Associate Dean for Undergraduate
Education, said that, in recent years,
there has been a “remarkable improvement” in flag rates and rate
of flagged students passing their

classes, or recovery rate. Norman
said that flag rates have seen a steady
downward trend in the previous four
academic years (2009 – 2010 to 2012
– 2013), with an average student flag
rate of 19.7 percent and average recovery rate of 79.3 percent.
This year, 7.012 had the highest
GIR flag rate at 14.6 percent. In spite
of this, 97.9 percent of registered students ended up passing the class. In
contrast, Norman noted that “about
25 percent of the class was flagged”
in Fall 2000, with a recovery rate of 52
percent.
Norman said that work with advisors and outreach to students, particularly those who received multiple
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An attendee examines “Untitled Drawings” by Emily W. Tow G at the Graduate Arts Soiree on the
evening of Friday, March 14. Guests were greeted on the sixth floor of the Media Lab with over 30
works of art as well as performances by a live band.
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News Briefs
Report by Title IX investigator concludes
Voo Doo not in violation of Title IX
Voo Doo, a humor magazine published by MIT
students, was not found to be in violation of Title
IX, according to a report sent to officers and council
members of the Undergraduate Association (UA) on
Monday.
According to the report, an undergraduate had
complained about a drawing of a woman tied to a bed
being penetrated by objects with labels like “Dining”
and “Summer housing.” He said that the drawing,
which appeared in the Spring 2011 issue of Voo Doo,
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triggered a “flashback to when I had personally been
a victim of sexual assault” that nearly threw him into
a “depressive state,” the report said.
The report was prepared by MIT’s Title IX investigator, Sarah Rankin, according to the chair of the UA’s
Finance Board, Anirudh Sailesh ’16.
Alina Kononov ’14, the current editor of Voo Doo,
was quoted in the report as saying that no topics
should be “off limits or exempt from humor.” Humor
is the main criterion used to determine which submissions are published, Kononov told Rankin.
Kononov was not the editor when the drawing
News briefs, Page 15
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Family and friends remember Hadi Kasab
From Cambridge to Lebanon, those who knew Kasab offer their tributes
By Steve Bradt
MIT News Office

When Hadi Kasab was a boy in Lebanon,
he went through a phase of carrying a small
briefcase to school.
“He already knew that he wanted to be
an engineer,” Kasab’s younger sister, Jana,
recalls — and the young Hadi thought that
carrying a briefcase was something all engineers did.
Her brother never lost his sense of wonderment at the world, Jana Kasab says: “He
was really always a 5-year-old on the inside.”
Hadi Kasab, 23, was found dead in his
room in MIT’s Sidney Pacific dormitory on
the evening of March 6. He had been a second-year graduate student in MIT’s program
in Computation for Design and Optimization, on track to graduate with his master’s
degree in June.
“He was very quiet most of the time,” Jana
Kasab says. “We used to say that he lived in
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his own world.” At a kindergarten graduation
ceremony, her distracted but driven brother
marched straight across the stage, without
even stopping to receive his certificate.
He was also humble, Jana Kasab says:
“My mother was once chatting with Hadi via
Skype. She was telling him about people’s
reactions when they found out that her son
is in MIT. Hadi hated that. He didn’t like to
gloat about it — but Mom, as a proud parent,
did. So he promised Mom that he’d buy her
an umbrella with the MIT logo on it, so that
she’d stop telling people that her son is in
MIT, and instead people would take the initiative to ask her.”

‘Achieving goals, one after another’
Born on Sept. 12, 1990, Hadi Kasab was
a native of Saida, Lebanon, a city of 80,000
on the Mediterranean Sea, about 25 miles
south of Beirut. As a high school student,
he was drawn to mathematics and physics,
and developed an interest in the aerospace
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industry.
Mohamad Mirhi, an MIT graduate student in mechanical engineering who also
hails from Saida, was a year ahead of Kasab
in school. The two became friends as undergraduates at American University of Beirut
(AUB), where Kasab studied mechanical
engineering.
“Saida is a relatively traditional city,”
Mirhi says. “So Hadi grew up within a small
community where expectations might be
limited to getting a bachelor’s degree and a
job later.”
But, Mirhi says, his friend was not satisfied with that limited trajectory.
“He took upon himself many challenges
that made him very outstanding,” Mirhi says.
“He was purposeful as he set a number of
goals in his mind. He exerted great … effort
to secure the top rank in the South Governorate of Lebanon in the Baccalaureate official
Hadi Kasab, Page 13

The Government Center T Station
will be closed for two years for
reconstruction. Customers transferring between the Green Line and
Blue Line are encouraged to use the
Orange Line for transfers.
The Computer Science and Artificial Intelligence Laboratory
(CSAIL) is hosting a Summer
UROP informational meeting.
Stop by on Wednesday, April 2 to
hear faculty, researchers, and graduate students present their research.
Refreshments will be served.
Undergraduate Association elections will continue through today,
March 21, and close at 5 p.m. Vote
online at http://vote.mit.edu
Submit your nominations for the
2014 MIT Awards convocation at
http://awards.mit.edu. The deadline
for nominations has been extended
to Friday, April 4.
Send news information and tips to
news@tech.mit.edu.
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Netflix chief shifts his views on
Comcast deal
Less than a month after Netflix insisted that its deal to pay
Comcast to get a more direct connection to the company’s Internet pipes had nothing to do with net neutrality, Netflix’s chief executive, Reed Hastings, said Thursday that, well, yes it did.
What changed? According to Hastings, who addressed the
subject on the company’s blog, once Netflix agreed to pay Comcast for the better connection, Netflix customers were no longer
experiencing the delays they had suffered recently when streaming video.
And that, Hastings said, is proof that the traditional definition
of net neutrality no longer fits.
Net neutrality has long referred to the principle that Internet
service providers should not favor one type of content over another in the “last mile” — that is, in the direct connection from the
network to a customer’s house.
The Netflix-Comcast agreement dealt with connections not in
the last mile but at the front gate — where Netflix content entered
the Comcast network.
Therefore, he wrote, the definition of net neutrality needs to
be expanded to encompass those activities that occur further
from the final customer.
“Without strong net neutrality,” he said, companies like Comcast “can make these demands — driving up costs and prices for
everyone else.”
—Edward Wyatt, The New York Times

Soliciting funds from the
crowd? Results will vary
Established museums like the Smithsonian Institution
are increasingly turning to crowdfunding appeals to help pay
for exhibits and programs that tight budgets might otherwise
preclude.
Individual artists have been soliciting donations from the
public for years, using Internet fundraising platforms like Kickstarter, Indiegogo and Razoo to defray the costs of producing
their work. Museums, long reliant on corporate sponsorships,
gifts and bequests, have been more hesitant to raise funds
digitally because the substantial commitment of staff time required for such campaigns does not always produce a big financial win.
But the successes of some of the museum world’s biggest
institutions is spurring interest by museum fundraisers. The
Louvre, for example, used crowdfunding — the solicitation of
money from individuals online — to raise more than $1 million
two years ago to purchase two 13th-century ivory figurines.
Other big-name museums have had smaller successes. The
Phillips Collection in Washington surpassed its $15,000 goal
last year on Indiegogo to finance a room sculpted from beeswax by German artist Wolfgang Laib, and the Arthur A. Sackler Gallery, part of the Smithsonian, raised $176,000 to defray
some costs of an exhibit on art connected with yoga.
“The Smithsonian effort was the biggest campaign undertaken by an American museum,” said Laura Kakolewski, marketing manager for Americans for the Arts, an organization that
promotes museums. “Museums are taking a cue from artists
and tapping into a new potential source of donors, and creating a sense of belonging among their patrons.”
Such campaigns require resources and staff time to design
the visual and other elements including the website, oversee
the email and social media contacts, and follow up with efforts
to convert new givers to loyal, longtime donors. And if a campaign misfires and does not attract public money, the failure is
visibly embarrassing.
The Smithsonian had some bad luck with online fundraising. When its Hirshhorn Museum sought to raise $35,000 on
Causes.com to bring a sculpture by the Chinese dissident Ai
Weiwei to Washington in 2012, the effort raised only $555, the
website showed.
—Elizabeth Olson, The New York Times

Newly detected objects draw
searchers for Malaysian plane
By Michelle Innis and Chris
Buckley

veillance and anti-submarine
warfare, also reported that it had
detected “no indication of debris”
from the missing jet, Cmdr. William J. Marks, the spokesman for
the U.S. 7th Fleet, said in an email.
Military long-distance surveillance planes from Australia, New
Zealand and the United States are
scheduled to continue flying out
west from Western Australia to
search a zone of the southern Indian Ocean for the possible debris
from Malaysia Airlines Flight 370.
“The Australian Maritime Safety Authority has received information based on satellite imagery
of objects possibly related to the
search,” Abbott told parliament
in Canberra, the capital. “Following specialist analysis of this satellite imagery, two possible objects
related to the search have been
identified.”
Abbott said he had told Malaysia’s prime minister, Najib Razak,
of the developments.
Abbott cautioned that “we
must keep in mind the task of locating these objects will be extremely difficult, and it may turn

The New York Times

SYDNEY, Australia — Australian Prime Minister Tony Abbott
said Thursday that satellite imagery had detected floating objects
in the southern Indian Ocean that
might be parts of the missing Malaysia Airlines jet that vanished on
March 8.
Abbott and an Australian rescue organizer both counseled caution about the sighting, and the
first Australian Air Force plane to
fly over the estimated location of
the objects returned to base without spotting anything that fit the
description — a reminder of how
the hunt for the Boeing 777 could
remain long, difficult and possibly
fruitless.
The Australian Maritime Safety
Authority said in a message on
Twitter that the P-3 Orion plane
was “unable to locate debris. Cloud
and rain limited visibility. Further
aircraft to continue search.”
A U.S. Navy P-8A Poseidon, a
long-range aircraft used for sur-

out that they are not related to the
search” for Flight 370 and its 239
passengers and crew, whose routine flight from Kuala Lumpur to
Beijing disappeared.
As well as the aerial searches,
the St. Petersburg, a Norwegianregistered vessel on its way to Australia from South Africa, was redirected southward at the request
of the Australian maritime search
and rescue authorities two days
ago and again Wednesday night, to
help search a patch of the southern Indian Ocean for any possible
plane debris, Haakon Svane, the
director for crisis management
and contingency planning for the
Norwegian Shipowners’ Association, said by telephone from Oslo.
The crew of about 20, all Filipinos, scanned the waters and
used the ship’s radar to search for
debris.
So far, nothing of interest has
turned up.
“I haven’t had any information
that they’ve found something yet,
but the search will continue and
we’re expecting this to take a little
bit of time,” Svane said.

Two states win court approval on
voter rules
By Fernanda Santos

indicated that states could require
proof of citizenship in state and local elections. Federal rules require
prospective voters only to sign
a form attesting to their citizenship, a procedure that is favored by
Democrats. who want to increase
participation of minorities and the
poor in elections, but that Republican officials say fosters voter fraud.
In his ruling, Melgren, who was
appointed to the bench by President George W. Bush, characterized the decision by the election
commission to deny the states’
requests as “unlawful and in excess of its statutory authority.” He
said that Congress had not “preempted state laws requiring proof
of citizenship through the National
Voter Registration Act.”
Proof of citizenship became
a requirement in Arizona under
Proposition 200, approved in 2004
— the law struck down by the Supreme Court in June — as part of

The New York Times

PHOENIX — A federal judge
in Kansas on Wednesday ordered
federal election authorities to help
Kansas and Arizona require their
voters to show proof of citizenship
in state and local elections, in effect sanctioning a two-tier voter
registration system that could set a
trend for other Republican-dominated states.
Judge Eric F. Melgren of the U.S.
District Court in Wichita, Kan.,
ruled that the federal Election Assistance Commission had no legal
authority to deny requests from
Kansas and Arizona to add statespecific instructions to a national
voter registration form. The states
sued the agency to force the action
after it had turned them down.
The Supreme Court ruled in
June that Congress holds full power over federal election rules but

the long legal and political fight
against illegal immigration in this
border state. Gov. Sam Brownback
of Kansas, a Republican, signed a
similar law in 2011.
There has been little evidence
of in-person voter fraud or efforts
by noncitizens to vote, but the poor
and minorities are likely to be affected. Studies have shown that
the poor and minorities often lack
passports and access to birth certificates needed to register under
the laws in question.
Melgren’s decision holds particular significance this election
year, as it could prevent thousands
of people from voting just as the
governorship and other major
offices are on the ballot in both
states.
The ruling takes effect immediately unless the courts grant a stay
pending an appeal. The Justice Department said that it was reviewing
the court’s decision.

By Casey Hilgenbrink
STAFF METEorologist

Temperatures were able to
reach 52°F (11°C) yesterday in
the wake of a warm front passing
over New England early Thursday
morning. Unfortunately, the same
low-pressure system that heralded
this warm front also swept a cold
front through our region Thursday
afternoon as the system moved
from southern Quebec into the Canadian Maritimes. Conditions behind this front were slightly cooler,
with breezy winds gusting in the
30s mph.

These cooler temperatures and
gusty winds will continue on Friday, with a high of around 45°F
(7°C) and winds gusting up to 30
mph. Looking into the weekend, a
clipper system will approach from
the west and affect our region Saturday morning, bringing with it a
chance of rain or snow showers.
On Sunday, an Arctic cold front
passes through the region, with an
unseasonably cold air mass settling
in behind it. Expect temperatures
early next week to be about 10-15°F
colder than normal — so much for
our hopes for a warm spring break
this year!
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Extended Forecast
Today: Clear and breezy, with a high of 45°F (7°C). Winds from the
west at 15-20 mph, with around 30 mph.
Tonight: Mostly clear, with clouds increasing in the early morning.
Low of 31°F (-1°C). Westerly winds changing to southerly winds
at 5-10 mph.
Tomorrow: Cloudy with a chance of rain or snow showers in the
morning and clearing in the afternoon. High of around 50°F
(10°C). West winds at 10-15 mph.
Sunday: Partly cloudy, with a high in the low 40s°F (around 5°C).
Monday: Clear and cold, with a high in the low 30s°F (around 0°C).
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By James C. Mckinley Jr
The New York Times

NEW YORK — For two decades,
court officials in New York City have
struggled to solve a vexing problem:
reducing the arrest-to-arraignment
time in its criminal courts.
People arrested in the city would
typically spend a full day and night
behind bars before making a court
appearance, even for fairly minor
infractions that typically resulted in
little or no bail.
But in the past year and a half,
New York has made remarkable
strides. For the first time since 2001,
the average time it takes to bring
a defendant before a judge for arraignment fell last year to less than
24 hours in all five boroughs. The
24-hour benchmark had been set
by the state’s highest court in a pivotal 1991 decision but proved mostly
elusive, especially in the Bronx and
Brooklyn.
The solution, according to many
criminal justice officials, can largely
be traced to a computer-tracking initiative spearheaded by Judge George
A. Grasso, a former first deputy com-

missioner in the Police Department
who was put in charge of arraignment courts in April 2012 — as well
as the discovery of a cache of unused
scanners that were bought to track
case files.
Grasso’s inspiration was CompStat, a crime-tracking system introduced in New York in the 1990s during William J. Bratton’s first stint as
police commissioner. CompStat was
widely credited with helping drive
crime numbers down by using computers to pinpoint high-crime problem areas, allowing the department
to direct police officers toward specific outbursts of criminal activity.
“It popped into my head,” Grasso
said. “I said, ‘Wow, we could turn
our arraignment parts into mini
CompStat sessions.’”
Now judges, clerks, police officers, defense lawyers and prosecutors — all the parties involved in the
complex dance necessary to bring
charges against a citizen — have
computer screens tracking cases
going through arraignment courts,
from the time the police and prosecutors bring the complaint to docket
clerks to the time the defendant is

standing in front of a judge with a
lawyer.
The system, perhaps inevitably
called CourtStat, went into operation citywide in summer 2013, and
arrest-to-arraignment times have
dropped sharply.
The citywide average of 21.4
hours in 2013 was the lowest in decades, and the declines are most
pronounced in Brooklyn and the
Bronx, where, as recently as February 2012, detainees waited on average for 32 hours before seeing a
judge. Brooklyn’s time declined to
about 22 hours, while the Bronx fell
to just less than 24 hours.
Grasso said he learned of the unused scanners at one of the first staff
meetings he held after being put in
charge of speeding up arraignments.
Melding the scanners with new software, court officials could track cases, identify slower-moving ones and
pinpoint the reasons.
Computerized graphs now tell
everyone involved in the arraignment court which link in the process
— the police, corrections officers,
docket clerks, defense lawyers or
prosecutors — needs to move faster.

Health exchange in Oregon is not
meeting high hopes
By Kirk Johnson
The New York Times

SALEM, Ore. — As the federal
health care overhaul was rolled out
over the last few years, Oregon was
invariably the eager overachiever in
the first row, waving a hand to volunteer. The governor, John Kitzhaber, a
doctor who left the emergency room
for politics, made health care his
main issue. Fellow Democrats controlling the Legislature went along,
embracing ambitious plans to extend insurance coverage and Medicaid to low-income residents.
Yet for all that, by some measures Oregon has among the most
dysfunctional online insurance exchanges in the nation. Only about
50,000 people in Oregon have signed
up for a commercial insurance plan
through the exchange, well below
the state’s goal, according to federal
estimates. And almost all of those
people enrolled using paper applications or with help from an insurance
professional because the website

had been so unreliable.
On Thursday, a grim-faced
Kitzhaber released a new report,
commissioned by the state with a
private company, that underscored
how systemic Oregon’s failure has
been. The report found fault not
only with the code-writers at Oracle,
the software company contracted
to build the site, but also with the
state managers who overlooked or
minimized repeated warnings that
the system they had asked Oracle to
build was too complex.
“Bad news needs to flow up
quicker than any other kind of
news — it’s true here, it’s true in the
emergency room,” Kitzhaber said at
a news conference in his office. He
said that he had discussed with federal officials the possibility of reducing federal penalties for people have
not been able to enroll, and that other options were on the table, including abandoning Oregon’s system entirely and using the federal website,
or another state’s. With a March 31
deadline for first-year enrollment

looming, the online exchange, Cover
Oregon, is still unable to process an
applicant from start to finish without
help or paperwork.
He also accepted the resignation of the acting executive director
of Cover Oregon — two previous
executives have left since December — and said that legal action was
being considered to recover some of
the tens of millions of dollars already
paid to Oracle.
Calls to Oracle’s corporate offices
for comment were not returned.
In an interview, Kitzhaber, who
is running for a fourth term this fall,
said he had no doubt that Cover Oregon and its struggles would be “the
issue” in the campaign. “There’s a lot
of frustration and anger out there,
and there should be,” he said.
But he said he thought that
broader Republican attacks on the
Affordable Care Act itself — a script
likely to be followed in elections
around the nation — would not find
as receptive an audience in Oregon,
with its strong Democratic base.

Sexual misconduct case ends with no
jail time for general
By Richard A. Oppel Jr
The New York Times

FORT BRAGG, N.C. — Bringing an end to a closely watched
military sexual misconduct trial,
a judge on Thursday reprimanded
Brig. Gen. Jeffrey A. Sinclair for,
among other offenses, mistreating an Army captain who was his
mistress, but did not sentence him
to jail time and allowed him to remain in the military.
Sinclair was also ordered to
forfeit $5,000 a month in pay for
four months, but will be allowed
to keep his pension and other
benefits.
The decision by the judge, Col.
James L. Pohl, was a sweeping victory for the defense: A plea agreement reached by Sinclair’s lawyers
and military prosecutors this week
called for capping prison time at
18 months and did not ensure that
he could keep his pension.
It was also a stinging defeat

for the Army, whose case started
coming apart after prosecutors
concluded that the captain might
have lied at a January pretrial
hearing. The case then collapsed
last week when Pohl found that
political considerations might
have improperly influenced the
prosecution.
As a result of that finding, defense lawyers and prosecutors
reached an agreement this week
in which Sinclair pleaded guilty
to lesser offenses in exchange
for dismissal of much more serious sexual assault charges, which
could have carried a life sentence
if proved. In addition to admitting
to mistreating the captain, Sinclair
pleaded guilty to adultery, soliciting explicit pictures from female
officers, disobeying a commander,
possessing pornography in a combat zone and misusing his government credit card.
Sinclair, 51, hugged his lawyers after the sentencing. Though

clearly elated, he said little as he
left the courthouse, describing the
last two years as “a very difficult
time for me and my family.”
“The system worked,” he said,
adding that he was going to go
“hug my kids and see my wife.”
Jamie Barnett, a lawyer for the
captain, condemned the sentence
as “a travesty” and likened it to
“getting sent to the principal’s office for a stern talking to.”
“Now the Army has to face the
reality that this is likely to happen
again, and victims will be less likely to come forward,” he said.
The sentence, indeed the case,
set off a sharp debate, including
in the military, over whether the
Pentagon needs to revamp the way
it prosecutes sexual assault and
other serious crimes, as many lawmakers contend. “This is another
sordid example of how truly broken the military justice system is,”
Rep. Jackie Speier, D-Calif., said in
a statement.

Pro-Clinton group plans event to
focus on gay and lesbian donors
A super PAC supporting Hillary Rodham Clinton’s possible
presidential campaign is reaching out to some of New York’s most
powerful and wealthy gay and lesbian donors.
The group, Ready for Hillary, has built a name for itself with
small-dollar grass-roots outreach and the selling of clever items like
an iPhone case with the well-recognized image of Clinton texting in
dark sunglasses. But on April 7 the group will hold a higher-dollar
event hosted by Jon Stryker, a billionaire philanthropist and Clinton donor, and featuring Gavin Newsom, the lieutenant governor of
California and former mayor of San Francisco.
Finance council co-chairman positions start at $25,000; a finance council membership costs $5,000; sponsorships are $1,000;
and guests can attend for $500.
Those figures represent a stark change from the low-dollar fundraising party that Ready for Hillary will host Thursday at the Boom
Boom Room, a trendy Manhattan bar at the top of the Standard Hotel. Tickets for that event start at $20.16.
Ready for Hillary has prided itself on the type of grass-roots list
building and data collecting that baffled Clinton’s 2008 presidential
campaign and partly contributed to Barack Obama’s victory. The
group, which raised more than $4 million in 2013, capped its individual donations at $25,000.
Priorities USA, meanwhile, has emerged as the big-money political action committee that recently said it would throw its full support behind Clinton should she decide to run.
The April 7 Ready for Hillary event is also notable in that it reaches out to some of the city’s wealthy lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender donors, some of whom still harbor animosity about the policies advanced by President Bill Clinton’s White House in the 1990s.
They are still widely expected to support Clinton.
—Amy Chozick, The New York Times

Most large banks in U.S. could
cope in event of turmoil, Fed
says
Nearly all of the nation’s largest banks have adequate capital to
withstand a severe economic downturn and market turmoil, the
Federal Reserve has found in its latest annual stress test of the U.S.
financial system.
The results, which were released Thursday afternoon, showed a
banking system that has substantially healed since the 2008 financial crisis.
But as the legacy of that crisis recedes, the Fed is testing out new
risks on the banks’ balance sheets, like potential damage from rapidly rising interest rates. It is a situation that is becoming less farfetched in light of the Fed’s moves to curtail its stimulus campaign.
“That is the big thing that people are worried about,” said Thomas F. Cooley, a professor of economics at New York University’s
Stern School of Business. “Rising rates are going to induce some
stress into the system, and we don’t know how sensitive bank portfolios are to it.”
All of the banks tested by the Fed had sufficient capital to weather an extreme interest rate shock, but they would suffer big loan
losses.
In this year’s test, the Fed expanded the number of banks under
review to 30 from 18 and included for the first time the U.S. units
of several large European banks, like Royal Bank of Scotland and
Santander of Spain.
Two large banks that required substantial government support
after the financial crisis, Citigroup and Bank of America, had minimum capital ratios of 7 percent and 6 percent, respectively. JPMorgan Chase had a minimum capital ratio — technically called the
Tier One common ratio — of 6.3 percent
The only bank that fell short of the minimum capital ratio of 5
percent was Zions Bancorp of Utah, which had a ratio of 3.5 percent.
The bigger test for the nation’s banks will come next week when the
Fed releases its decisions on the banks’ capital plans.
Some critics say that its efforts to ensure a sound financial system may be working against the goal of other policymakers in generating economic growth. If the Fed increases the rigors of its tests
on the banks’ capital, it could crimp lending to consumers and
businesses and put a damper on growth.
—Michael Corkery, The New York Times

Mayors jailed in Venezuela amid
protests
CARACAS, Venezuela — The authorities have jailed the mayors
of two cities that have seen some of the worst unrest in a wave of
protests that has shaken the country in recent weeks. The arrests
came as the National Assembly called for a criminal investigation
of a prominent opposition lawmaker on charges related to the
demonstrations.
The intelligence police Wednesday arrested Daniel Ceballos, the
mayor of San Cristóbal, a city near the western border with Colombia where the protests began in early February. Many parts of San
Cristóbal have been virtually shut down for weeks by demonstrators
manning barricades, and clashes between residents and security
forces are common.
Ceballos was arrested during a trip to Caracas, the capital. Justice Minister Miguel Rodríguez said the mayor had been taken into
custody on a judicial order after citizens filed court papers accusing
him of failing to take appropriate measures,which could have included picking up garbage, to keep the city functioning during the
protests.
Ceballos belongs to the Popular Will party, headed by Leopoldo
López, a former mayor of a wealthy section of Caracas. López was
jailed on President Nicolás Maduro’s orders more than a month ago
on charges of instigating violence.
The other mayor, Enzo Scarano, who leads a municipality within
the nation’s third-largest city, Valencia, was jailed Wednesday after
the Supreme Court ruled that he had not carried out an order to
remove protesters’ barricades.
—William Neuman, The New York Times
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In an editorial in Tuesday’s issue of The Tech, Shruti Sharma’s first name was spelled incorrectly on one mention.
Additionally, while the original article was not in error on
this issue, the ban on electronic communication with under-
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signatures, addresses, and phone numbers. Unsigned letters
will not be accepted. The Tech reserves the right to edit or
condense letters; shorter letters will be given higher priority.

graduates applied to the candidacy of Jeffrey M. Sperling ’15
and Nathan H. Varady ’16 by the UA Elections Commission was
relaxed early Thursday to extend only to email communication.
Additionally, the Commission said that new information obtained from MIT IS&T led it to believe that the campaign did
not in fact violate the MITnet rules of use as previously stated.

Once submitted, all letters become property of The Tech, and
will not be returned. Letters, columns, and cartoons may also
be posted on The Tech’s Web site and/or printed or published
in any other format or medium now known or later that
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all the letters received.
Guest columns are opinion articles submitted by members
of the MIT or local community.
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found on the World Wide Web at http://tech.mit.edu.
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Two Fish

Solution, page 14

Solution, page 14

6×

9+

20×

12×

108×

3−

72×

15×

12+

30×

1−

4

6×

12×

3÷

1−

2−

20×

10×

5

4

6×

2−

6

90×

16+

5×

F

5

8+

4

Instructions: Fill in the grid so that each column, row, and 3 by 3 grid contains
exactly one of each of the digits 1 through 9.

3÷

Instructions: Fill in the grid so that each column and row contains exactly one of
each of the numbers 1–6. Follow the mathematical operations for each box.

Red Fish, Blue Fish
Solution, page 14

24+

16+

6+

2−

72×

23+

23+

15×

8×

3

48×

2−

16+

22+

5

8

23+

81×

7

12+

1−

5−

6×

21+

4

10×

6×

24×

8

126×
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One Fish

2−

Instructions: Fill in the grid so that each column, row, and 3 by 3 grid contains exactly one of each of the digits 1 through 9.

9×

Fun Fun Fun Fun Fun Fun Fun Fun Fun Fun Fun Fun Fun Fun Fun Fun Fun Fun Fun Fun Fun Fun
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Low Places by David W. Cromer
Solution, page 14

ACROSS
1 Hold firmly
5 Traffic tie-ups
9 Answers an invitation
14 Fallon predecessor
15 Author Wiesel
16 More frosty
17 Performs a role
18 Caffeine-rich nut
19 Togo neighbor
20 Ichabod Crane’s home
23 Round Table title
24 Pie __ mode
25 Public speaker
29 Sign up
31 Beseeches
33 Before, poetically
34 Asian capital
35 Long skirt
36 Network covering the NYSE
37 Utah national park
40 Tax pros, for short
42 Molecule part
43 Common computer typeface
46 Coffee brewer
47 Pizzeria appliance
48 Blood bank supply
49 In the distant past
51 Took a chair
52 Very long time
53 Big name in ranch dressing
57 Cajun stew
60 Admired one

61 Swedish rock foursome
62 Hunter constellation
63 Infamous Roman emperor
64 Tiger’s sound
65 Strums, perhaps
66 Being aired
67 Extremely impressed
DOWN
1 Alternative to contacts
2 Lean back in a chair
3 Question-mark/exclamation combo
4 Sit for a portrait
5 Hyde’s alter ego
6 Maui farewell
7 Venus de __
8 Close securely
9 Harsh conditions
10 Unstressed vowel sound
11 By way of
12 Corral, for example
13 Sp. woman
21 Chum
22 Get online access
26 Mid-arm malady
27 Poetic sphere
28 DVR button
30 Thing we share
31 Omelet option
32 Reason to cram
35 Parcel (out)
36 Downton Abbey countess

38 Collapsed, with “in”
39 Ukraine resort
40 Baby leopard
41 Be snoopy
44 One-celled creatures
45 Whistle cord
47 Omelet option
48 Russian researcher of dogs

50 “I can hardly wait!”
51 Scornful sound
54 T. rex, for one
55 Heaven on earth
56 Zhivago’s love
57 Sen. Hatch’s party
58Webaddress,forshort
59“Mamma__!”
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[1343] Manuals

A

WEBCOMIC OF ROMANCE,
SARCASM, MATH, AND LANGUAGE

by Randall Munroe
The most ridiculous offender of all is the sudoers man page, which for 15 years has started with a ‘quick guide’ to EBNF, a
system for defining the grammar of a language. ‘Don’t despair’, it says, ‘the definitions below are annotated.

by Jorge Cham

Sudoku

Techdoku

Solution, page 14

6
3 4
8
2
2
1
6
3
3 7 8
6
5
3

Solution, page 14

1
5
6
3 1 7
5
8
4
1
2
5
1 3
6

Instructions: Fill in the grid so that each column, row, and 3 by 3 grid contains
exactly one of each of the digits 1 through 9.
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12+

12×

288×

10×

1

48×

12×

6

15×

20×

60×

1

6

1−

Instructions: Fill in the grid so that each column and row contains exactly one of
each of the numbers 1–6. Follow the mathematical operations for each box.
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INTERVIEW

A good conversation about bad words
Jason Bateman shares his insights about his directorial debut
By Kristen Sunter
Staff Writer

Jason Bateman might be well
known as the affable pushover
Michael Bluth on Arrested Development, but he leads Bad Words
as the sarcastic antihero Guy Trilby, who hijacks a spelling bee for
children and tells off anyone who
questions him. The type of role
is not all that’s new here: the film
is also Bateman’s first time in the
director’s chair. He was recently
available for a college press roundtable, where he discussed the difficult balance between caustic and
sweet that was needed to make this
film work.
U Weekly (The Ohio State University): What were you hoping
to accomplish personally as a
director?
Jason Bateman: I was certainly
excited about the opportunity. I’ve
always wanted to do this, and then
it happened. I was very proud of
how the film came out and the fact
that I kept it together. And that I remembered to take the lens cap off
the camera. It’s certainly not for everyone, but if it’s your kind of thing,
it does deliver, I think.
Boston University Daily Free
Press: You mention that this decision to direct a movie has been

a long time coming. What made
you decide that now was the right
time?
JB: I had just done a couple
of big commercial comedies, so
it was a good time for me to do
something small and semi-artistic.
You kind of fall off the map when
you direct a film. Fortunately, I was
acting in it as well, so there’s not
going to be that much of a gap.
Flyer News (University of Dayton): Did your vision for the character of Guy change at all after
you decided to take on the role
yourself?
JB: Not really, no. I was confident that I could make him likeable
enough because I’ve been playing
the straight man for a long time
now, so I’ve got some tricks up my
sleeve about how to look vulnerable, confused, doubtful, regretful
or nervous. I knew you’d need to
see some of his core to make his
prickliness palatable. Sometimes
when you play a character, you
might be saying one thing with the
line but saying something completely different with the look on
your face just after the line, and if
the director and the editor don’t
put those things in there, then you
don’t have the balance you were
looking for. I knew that when I gave
those flashes I would keep those

assembled in the cuts, so that the
audience would see them.
San Francisco Foghorn (University of San Francisco): What
films influenced the comedy or the
style of Bad Words?
JB: I’m a big fan of Paul Thomas
Anderson, Spike Jonze, David O.
Russell, the Coen brothers and
Alexander Payne. All of these guys
have a fairly muted sense of humor, and their films usually have
an aesthetic that fits a subculture
where the people are a little more
eccentric, but are also very believable. They’re usually dealing with
pretty challenging, absurd situations but in a way that’s very earnest, so there’s not usually a lot of
jokes in those movies. It’s a drama
to everybody inside the movie.
Harvard Crimson: Guy is trying
to project a tough guy image, but
he’s really soft on the inside, and
the dialogue has to balance these
sides. Did you come away from a
scene thinking that was too mean
or too nice? How much did you
change the dialogue to adapt?
JB: There were times when we
were acting a scene, and it felt like
it was so sweet that I could go a little bit harder, or it was too hard, so
I would be sweeter. After we cut it
all together, if a whole section felt a
little too caustic, we had an admit-

ted crutch with the voiceover narration, where I could calibrate it a
little bit more.
There’s a particularly tough
scene for me to watch, which is
the menstruation sequence, and
I added a piece of voiceover that
precedes that immediately, where
Guy says his behavior was despicable. He’s being apologetic. The
whole thing is done in retrospect,
and he’s feeling some shame, particularly in that scene. I did not
want the film to feel gratuitous and
unsupported by the hurt that this
guy was going through.
The Tech: What was the most
difficult scene to make?
JB:
Technically
speaking,
there’s the big national spelling bee
at the end, and it’s being televised
on public television in our movie,
so we had to create that whole
infrastructure as well. We were
shooting a television show and a
movie at the same time, and that
was pretty preparation-intensive.
Acting-wise, the toughest scene
was probably the first day. For
some dumb reason, I scheduled
the scene with a three-page monologue for me, and that was the very
first scene that we shot.
The Red and Black: Was there a
lot of editing done to keep it more
PG-13 and less R for the child

actors?
JB: This movie’s a hard R, and
we didn’t surprise anybody on the
set. All these kids had their parents
there, and their parents read the
script and listened to extensive
conversations from me about the
tone and the spirit of these film.
There is a very crude, tactless, generic, popcorn version of this kind
of humor, and that is not something I was ever interested in making. The character I’m playing is
going through something cathartic
with this film.
There is nothing funny about
what’s going on in this movie
to him. He certainly isn’t hating
these kids; he is not a racist. He
simply doesn’t have a tactful skill
set to bond with these kids or be
socially acceptable, and he’s got a
bit of a patience problem. He’s doing something that’s very petulant
and impulsive, and as a result we
get a comedic situation. If he was
any more together we’d probably
either have a drama or no movie
at all.
Emerson College: How did you
switch gears to play a jerk?
JB: I know how to be a jerk, and
I’m sure you know how to be little
miss bossy-pants if you’re pushed
into a corner. I understand a level
of frustration and petulance that

brings about your worst side. We
all know what a bad guy looks
and sounds like, so I’m just trying
to tap into whatever that creative
idea is. And then you gotta knock
it off before you go home, that’s
the key.
Daily Aztec (San Diego State
University): What was your favorite
word to spell?
JB: Well, there’s the big one
there,
“floccinaucinihilipilification”. I liked spelling that one for
a couple of reasons. One, there’s
the middle section where there’s
a letter, then an “I”, then a letter
then an “I”, and it goes on. I’m not
a super bright guy, so whenever I
had to spell a word, it had to be on
a big white cue card just off camera. But since that word is so long,
I couldn’t have just one cue card,
because then you’d see I was reading a cue card.
We had multiple cue cards all
over the room, so that it would
just look like I’m looking around
the room trying to think. Top right
corner, three letters. Then bottom
left corner, there’s another three
letters. Then down at my feet there
was a card. Then —
 aha! Now I remember the back half! So there’s
one up on the ceiling. That was an
interesting little concoction we put
together.

Courtesy of focus features

Jason Bateman, the director and star of the new film Bad Words, chatted with The Tech during a college press roundtable.

INTERVIEW

The Tech talks with cast from Divergent

Mekhi Phifer and Maggie Q discuss their roles in Divergent and working with Shailene Woodley
By Karleigh Moore
ASSOCIATE ARTS EDITOR

Movie review

Another teen sci-fi novel made into a movie?
At least this one is pretty good

Jaap buitendijk

Ben Lloyd-Hughes, Zoe Kravitz, and Shailene Woodley star in Neil Burger’s new movie, Divergent.

By Tasha Schoenstein
I went into this movie with high
hopes and low expectations, and I came
out feeling pleasantly surprised. Given
that this movie is the newest in a long
string of teen sci-fi romance novels
adapted into movies, I figured that it was
likely to be overly simplified, strangely
cast, and poorly acted. Fortunately, for
the most part, this was not the case.
Divergent is a dystopian sci-fi action
adventure film based on a best-selling
book series by Veronica Roth set in a
world where people are divided into factions based on 5 human virtues: courage, honesty, selflessness, kindness, and
wisdom.
The protagonist, Tris Prior (Shailene
Woodley) is “Divergent” — not fitting
neatly in any one faction. Tris is warned
that she will never fit into any one group
and is forced to hide the fact that she is

Divergent.
When she discovers a conspiracy by
a faction leader (Kate Winslet) to destroy
all Divergents, Tris must learn to trust in
the mysterious Four (Theo James) and
together they must find out what makes
being Divergent so dangerous before it’s
too late.
This movie was great in a few respects. It was well-scripted so that the
plot was easy to follow, whether one has
read the book or not. As someone who
had read the book when it first came
out, but not since, I found that the movie
included the most important scenes,
while cutting out most of the unnecessary subplots.
Someone who has read the book
recently will find some scenes missing,
but the film excellently portrays pivotal
events, allowing the film to stand in its
own right.
Additionally, the action and acting

are both well done. I found that the fight
scenes were both exciting and relatively
believable, and the other action-based
scenes were also enthralling. As for the
acting in this movie, most of the time, it
was sufficiently plausible.
Unfortunately, this film does get it
wrong in a few ways. After reading the
book, I had envisioned the setting as a
relatively destroyed city; in the movie,
the city was much more intact than I had
imagined. And the acting sometimes left
something to be desired.
While most of the scenes had believable characters and relationships, I
sometimes found myself wishing that
the characters had been portrayed with
more nuance. The movie only hinted at
some of the characters’ relationships,
which meant that I might not have
caught them sufficiently early if I hadn’t
read the book.
Overall, I enjoyed this movie. It is

HHHH✩
Divergent
Directed by Neil Burger
Starring Shailene
Woodley, Theo James,
Maggie Q, Mekhi Phifer,
and Kate Winslet
Rated PG-13
Now Playing
fun, it is action-packed, and it addresses
interesting moral questions. Most importantly, it is done pretty well, at least
for a movie adaptation of teen sci-fi romance novel.

Editor’s Note: This interview was edited for
clarity.
Earlier this month The Tech had the opportunity to interview Mekhi Phifer and Maggie Q, who
play characters Max and Tori in Divergent. The
following questions from the college roundtable
were asked by writers from Boston-area college
newspapers, including The Tech. Divergent opens
today.
Question: So both of you guys have played
a multitude of roles — most notably Nikita, ER,
Dawn of the Dead. What specific experience or
past roles really helped you guys with this film?
Mekhi Phifer: Well I would think, you know,
when you talk about a career and a body of work, I
think they all help you to the next stage. Each film
you learn something new. You deal with a whole
different multitude of people on each project.
That’s one thing that I really love about the film
and television industry is that you get to meet so
many people, so many diverse people that you
would normally never come across in life.
To be able to learn from each project helps
you take it to the next level, I mean you never really want to do a repeat performance of the same
character so you always try to find creative ways
of making this particular character different from
this particular character. I think just us working,
being blessed to be able to work and delve into different people, helps us sort of find nuances.
Maggie Q: Yeah build your base, right?
MP: Yeah.
MQ: It’s really interesting. I played a mentor on
my show but I was the mentor that was willing and
able and eager and my student was not so — you
know was a little resistant to it. In this, it’s the opposite. I’m the unwilling mentor and she [Tris] is
after me trying to get information and I’m like “I
just do tattoos, get out. I don’t want to talk about
it. I don’t know how to deal with you. I don’t want
to be in your world because I know that world and
it’s not okay.”
So that was interesting to sort of be the mentor that’s running from your student. It’s interesting, you know, because there is really a lot to build
on, I think Mekhi and I both, in taking this first one
[movie]. I think we both feel like we looked at the
roles as something like a base to build from, into
the next and the next. That’s what made it interesting for me.
MP: Yeah, likewise.
Q: Do you guys know what’s ahead for your
characters? Or are you taking it one script at a
time?
MP: One script at a time!

MQ: We are because you never know what the
adaptation is going to be. So you really have to not
get so married to the book because depending
on how the film works out, some things they may
pump up and others they may play down depending on, you know, if we suck they’re [not] gonna
give us dialogue.
Q: So would you say that you’re pleased with
the adaptation? Comparing it to the book?
MQ: I would say yes.
MP: I think it’s a fun ride.
MQ: They rocked it.
Q: Was it difficult sort of balancing between
staying faithful to the book for the fans and also
having that creative say?
MP: I think there’s a certain amount of artistic
license that you’re given when you do adaptations.
Obviously we can’t quote the book word for word.
We have to sort of tweak it a little bit. But I think
people will be pleasantly surprised and pleased
by the book-to-film adaptation, what our creative
forces put together.
MQ: I think a good indication too was that Veronica [the author of the Divergent series] was really happy. She was on set a lot, and she was really
supportive of the process. The original, the script,
that I got when I was reading with Shai [Shailene
Woodley] it was funny because it was dialogue
really taken from the book, and you know when
you’re reading a novel people don’t necessarily
speak that way — in novel language.
It is different. That’s why adaptations are so
important because you are taking situations, scenarios and characters that in a novel are fine, but
in everyday speak it’s sort of not the way it goes.
When we were reading, Shai and I were laughing
because it was so bad. I mean in the book it was
perfect because she [Tori] needed to explain kind
of where that came from.
Q: This cast was made up of a lot of up-andcoming stars, specifically Shailene Woodley. She is
on fire right now. How would you describe working with her?
MP: It was great to work with everybody. I don’t
think that anybody brought egos to the table or
anything like that. I think everybody was really excited. Really wanted to make the best picture possible. I think Shailene is wonderful, she’s handling
it all in stride. Like you said, she’s on fire. I mean
she’s doing a lot right now and it’s well-deserved.
MQ: Yes, well-deserved. Good people. What
I love about them casting her in this is that a lot
of times when they do this franchise stuff, they’re
looking for the next star. There’s different things
that they look at. Some of them are shallow, some
of them can be deeper decisions, but in this particular case this character was young and complex.
And those are two things that don’t go together

generally, you know, looking at a teen star. But she
is that; she is a very old soul. I had to keep reminding myself that she was twenty or whatever.
She’s very wise for her age and I think that really shows on screen. I don’t think that is really
something that you can fake. I think that wisdom
is sort of deep and is rooted in something. I’m just
really happy for people who are making it that are
good people and have the talent and the chops to
deserve this.
MP: I caught myself a couple of times like —
back to how youthful the cast was — you know,
saying “Hey guys let’s go out for drinks... wait a
minute, can everybody drink here?”
Q: Both of your characters were Dauntless....
Do you have any inclinations in real life to what
faction you would identify with?
MQ: We’ve decided that we’re happy being
with our faction.
MP: Yeah, we like Dauntless. You know, as you
say in the film they’re the more carefree, edgy, fun,
no inhibitions kind of folks. You see them catching the train and climbing up stuff — running and
jumping and stop, dropping and rolling and all
kinds of stuff. And they shoot guns. That looked
like definitely more fun. If I had to choose a faction, that would be the faction I would go with.
MQ: Yeah, I mean it’s reckless and when do
we ever get to celebrate that part of our personality? We don’t in this world... That recklessness has
a place in that society and they’re all nuts, but it
works.
Q: What if you were to create a new faction,
would you have an idea of what that would be?
MP: I’ve never thought of that. You know, I
might be Divergent. Yeah, I think I’d be Divergent.
I think I would like to have characteristics of a lot
of the different factions.
MQ: Yeah that would be fun. I mean isn’t that
the goal really? Think about the metaphor for life,
we all want to be all things, don’t we?
MP: Right. You want to be brave, you want to
be smart, you want to be selfless when it comes
to certain things. So, I think I would want to be a
cross of all of that.
Q: Going back to your characters, what did you
find most challenging about playing them? Was
there anything that you really couldn’t relate to?
Or found hard to portray on screen?
MP: No. Well with our characters in particular, we are establishing who we are. So we’re still
finding that ourselves. Especially in this first one,
you’re starting to kind of get into who these characters are. I’m looking forward to seeing what two
[the second movie] brings to the table.
And then I can fully access it and that’s the
thing about doing this, Maggie and I both talked
about earlier. This is our first time doing a film that

Jaap Buitendijk

Mekhi Phifer (photo) and Maggie Q, who
play Max and Tori in the new science fiction movie Divergent, talked to The Tech
about their filming experience during a college press roundtable.
involves sequels and all this other stuff. So it’s interesting to see the character arc and where it’s going to go.
MQ: Yeah I’ve never looked at a script and
kind of wanted to do it based on the future
growth of it. You do that in television. You look
at the character and where the opportunity is for
growth in that person and can we bring a different not only dynamic but an arc to this person
that will matter and that people will care about.
So that was weird, getting scripts and going, “well
you know, there’s this, this, and this” and it hasn’t
happened yet. But you’re factoring that in now,
during this decision.
MP: Well that is one thing that I do like about
television. They have a thing that they call a Show
Bible. So they’ll outline what the next couple of
seasons are going to be. They’ll tell you, “in this
season you’re gonna go from here to there” and
then you can sort of move accordingly and know
where you’re going to end up.
With this, this was very unique because we
didn’t have that. At least for my character — we’re
still growing. So we don’t know what to expect
next.
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EVENT REVIEW

Taste of Iceland 2014 at Rialto
Nordic cuisine comes to Boston
By Ian Matts
Staff Writer

This past weekend, Taste of Iceland 2014
gave Boston the chance to experience some
of what Icelandic culture has to offer. For
this year’s event, Iceland Naturally, a cooperative marketing organization that promotes tourism, sponsored events including
a concert called Reykjavik Calling at The
Middle East in Cambridge, a Reyka Vodka
Cocktail making class at The Liberty Hotel,
and a photography gallery reception at 555
Gallery. But what drew me to the event was
the rare opportunity to experience New Nordic Cuisine in the form of a special Icelandic
menu at Rialto in Harvard Square.
New Nordic Cuisine has been on a meteoric rise around the world since 2010 when
Noma in Copenhagen supplanted El Bulli
in Spain as the top-ranked restaurant in
the world, according to Britain’s Restaurant
Magazine. The genre’s spread in the US has
been gathering steam, with restaurants like

Aquavit and Acme in NYC receiving wide
acclaim. Unfortunately for us, there is not
yet a major foothold for this style of food in
Boston.
The focus of New Nordic Cuisine was
outlined in 2004 in the New Nordic Kitchen
Manifesto. These ten commandments of focus on using fresh seasonal ingredients from
the region, promoting Nordic culture, focusing on sustainable food production, and
to finding new applications of traditional
Nordic ingredients. Twelve influential Scandinavian chefs, including René Redzepi,
Noma’s head chef, and Hákon Örvarsson,
guest chef for Taste of Iceland, have officially
endorsed the manifesto.
Perhaps the biggest takeaway from the
New Nordic mantra is to unlock the potential of regional ingredients and eat them
where they’re available. That made it a little
ironic when it was announced that all the
ingredients used in the meal were flown in
from Iceland the day before. But given the
quality of the ingredients served, I wasn’t

COURTESY OF ICELAND NATURALLY

Jody Adams, the proprietor of Rialto, collaborated with the Icelandic Chef Hákon
Örvarsson to offer various flavors of Nordic cuisine to Boston.

about to complain.
Rialto normally serves upscale Regional
Italian fare and has been a fixture of Boston’s
fine dining scene since it opened in 1994.
Proprietor Jody Adams won the Best Chef:
Northeast James Beard Award for her work
there in 1997. Adams received another nomination after Rialto’s extensive renovation in
2007. Since then she has appeared on season
two of Top Chef: Masters and opened another restaurant, Trade, near South Station. For
the special Icelandic menu available from
Mar. 14 to Mar. 18, Jody Adams collaborated
with lauded Icelandic Chef Hákon Örvarsson, winner of the Bocuse d’Or and World
Culinary Cup competitions.
For the beginning of the special Icelandic
meal ($85), we were served bites of five traditional Icelandic dishes. One of these was
“Harðfiskur,” which Chef Örvarsson called
“Viking Food.” It was simply Iceladic dried
fish with butter, and it was without question the most polarizing dish of the night.
It had the texture of over-dried beef jerky,
but had a pleasant mild flavor, with the butter supplying some much-needed moisture.
Numerous mentions of cat food were made
during the time spent chewing this item.
But after that, I doubt I heard a single
comment expressing anything but delight.
Cured Salmon with lemon-sour cream and
lumpfish caviar, pickled herring with curry
dressing and spring onions, and deep-fried
crispy cod balls with dill sauce all proved
to be delicious and well-balanced and revealed the high quality of seafood that Iceland has to offer. I also heard some people
raving about some grilled langoustine tails,
but unfortunately I didn’t get to taste those.
Then the first of the more substantial
courses arrived: Cold-smoked and gently poached Arctic Char with honey-grain
mustard, horseradish cream, dill oil, and
fried breadcrumbs. Similar in texture to lox
but more subtle in flavor, the Arctic Char
was perfectly warm and soft, with richness
from the cream, bite from the horseradish
and mustard, and subtle crunch from the
breadcrumbs.
Next came rack of free range Icelandic

Taste of Iceland 2014
Rialto
1 Bennett Street,
Cambridge
Monday — Saturday: 5:30
p.m. — 10 p.m.
Sunday: 5:30 p.m. — 9:00
p.m.
lamb. It was served very rare with root vegetables, celeriac puree, dried herb and blueberry dust, and a juniper berry infused lamb
jus reduction. Unsurprisingly, it was great.
The lamb was well-seasoned and succulent,
with extra punch coming from the cleverlyused dust.
For dessert we were served a sweet Skyr
mousse cake and a not-as-sweet Skyr ice
cream with jelly of apples, hazelnut crumple,
and cinnamon-flavored poached rhubarb.
As I learned for the first time at the meal,
Skyr is an Icelandic cultured dairy product
that is slightly thicker than yogurt and slightly sour. In the dessert, the multiple uses of
Skyr with differing but equally appealing
textures and sweetness highlighted the flavor and versatility of the ingredient. With the
added rhubarb, apple, and crumble, it made
for an exceptional end to the meal.
Overall, my Icelandic meal at Rialto provided an excellent introduction to New Nordic cuisine and showcased the unique and
supremely high quality ingredients that Iceland has to offer in a well-thought-out and
highly refined menu. Sadly, there isn’t currently a full-time New Nordic restaurant in
Boston, but if current trends hold, there will
be soon. In the mean time, you can check
out Chef René Redzepi’s Noma cookbook or
Chef Örvarsson’s Arctic Char and Cod recipes posted on the Kennedy Center’s Facebook page and test out your New Nordic
culinary skills. If nothing else, there’s always
next year.

CONCERT REVIEW

Reykjavík Calling in Cambridge
The exciting varieties of Nordic music
By Derek Chang
Iceland’s population is just
around 320,000 (which means the
island has fewer inhabitants than
Alaska), but the nation has an astonishingly high propensity for
music. The country boasts ninety
music schools, about four hundred choirs, four hundred orchestras and marching bands, and a
vibrant scene in rock, jazz, and
electronic genres.
Several Icelandic artists —
such as Sigur Rós, Björk, and Of
Monsters and Men — are fairly
well-known in America. Given
Iceland’s reputation for creating
innovative musical trends, I was
interested in attending “Reykjavik
Calling”, a five-hour concert that
featured three Icelandic artists or
groups, and two local bands. The
event was characterized as an
eclectic fusion of electronic, rock,
folk, and soul, rather than a more
traditional, purist approach to
music genres.
Hermigervill, the first act, was
an electronic solo musician from
Iceland who experimented with
various styles, including creating electronic renditions of other genres. His opening act was
an electronic rendition of “The
Swan” by Camille Saint-Saens, but
his later pieces included “Harlem
Reykjavik,” which integrates influences from Harlem, New York and
an electronic cover of a 1960s Icelandic classic.
Hermegervill’s music differs
from “run-of-the-mill” electronic
music by combining beats with
scratched vocals, compelling the

audience to focus on melodies.
Generally, his music is upbeat, but
also creates a lounge ambience.
Skinny Bones, a local band
from Jamaica Plain, followed
with electronic folk songs. The
band performed several heartfelt pieces that evoked an emotional reaction from the audience. Like Hermigervill, Skinny
Bones’ performances heightened
adrenaline from listeners through
drum-based electronic beats.
The lead singer Jacob Rosati also
played the guitar, while Christopher Stoppiello played the drums.
Their sound was one of intimacy
and earthiness.
Sin Fang, the next act and the
second artist from Iceland, is
also known as Sindri Már Sigfússon from the acoustic folk band
Seabear. Sin Fang’s music is best
characterized as a fusion of indie
and electronic (though he was
probably the hardest to ‘classify’
of all acts on Saturday).
His eclectic performance
opened with smooth electronic
songs, before transitioning to
pieces with more thumping beats.
His music had an optimistic feelgood vibe, as opposed to the more
abrasive sound from Hermigervill. His music produced a feeling
of warmth, similar to the sensation of a rising sun and greening
land after a long winter.
The Love Experiment was the
second local band of the night,
and probably the most interactive act. The band’s music can be
classified as neo-soul and experimental hip-hop. Unlike the Icelandic acts, which tend to be more

austere (though not negatively
so) and smooth in style, The Love
Experiment’s pieces were upbeat
and warm.
The New Orleans background
of some of the band’s artists was
apparent in their performance.
The band members had fun on
stage and noticeably connected
with each other throughout their
performances.
Retro Stefson, an Iceland
group that fuses alternative, pop,
and dance, closed the night. The
band is becoming increasingly
well-known in Iceland and has already released three albums.
While Sin Fang and Hermigervill focused relatively purely on
the electronic side of music, Retro
Stefson’s songs were more danceoriented. Retro Stefson had the
most linguistically eclectic set,
with pieces sung in English, Icelandic, French, and Portuguese.
The band incorporates influences from South America and
Africa that lend to the dance feel
of their songs. Retro Stefson’s performances were spontaneous and
uninhibited, and a fitting closing
act to the concert.
Overall, the concert was enjoyable and a terrific fusion of genres.
The result was definitive images or
tones from the performances, not
dissonant, overwhelming mismatches. I would like to praise the
artists for combining these styles
so masterfully and the organizers
for giving the Icelandic and local
bands the chance to showcase
their talent.
The event, however, would
have been more enjoyable if it had

been shorter. Each band played
for roughly 45 minutes to an hour,
which was about four to five hours
of total playing time. By the time
the third and fourth acts rolled
around, my ears were exhausted,
and it became harder to enjoy the
music. I understand that about an
hour of playing time per band is
appropriate, but many of the audience members didn’t stay for
the entire event.
I recommend that you listen to
these artists, particularly if you got
tired of the electronic genres you
currently listen to and would like

Reykjavík Calling
Middle East
Restaurant and
Nightclub
March 15
to explore something new (most
of these artists incorporated some
aspect of electronic production in
their music). Skinny Bones and
the Love Experiment are local, so
you can catch some of their performances in the near future.

COURTESY OF Sindri Már Sigfússon

Sindri Már Sigfússon, more commonly known as Sin Fang, was
one of the Icelandic artists who performed at Middle East Restaurant
and Nightclub as a part of Reykjavík Calling.
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100 percent fairy tale

An entertaining rendition of the age-old tale of Cinderella

Gene schiavone

Boston Ballet presents the timeless fairy tale classic Cinderella from March 13 – 23.

By Angelique Nehmzow
STAFF WRITER

From start to finish, Boston Ballet’s Cinderella is an enchanting telling of the beloved fairytale. Set to a score by Sergei Prokofiev and choreographed by Sir Frederick
Ashton, the ballet was premiered in 1948
by the Sadler’s Wells Ballet (now The Royal
Ballet), and is now being performed for the
first time by Boston Ballet.
The first act opens with the introduction
of Cinderella’s ugly stepsisters, portrayed
by tall male dancers in frilly dresses. Rather
surprisingly for a ballet, they provide comic
relief throughout the performance, and
their humor is unrestrained and enthusiastically crude, employing plenty of slapstick
and pantomime. The opening scenes depict
them preparing for the court ball, their constant squabbling causing havoc and nearly
inducing the collapse of their father.
In breaks from her stepsisters’ melodramatic performances, Cinderella emerges
from the shadows into the limelight, claiming the stage to reveal her calm and dreamy
demeanor as she mournfully contemplates
a portrait of her dead mother, or dances
wistfully with a broomstick.
Cinderella offers bread to a hunchbacked old woman who comes begging,
and is later rewarded when the old woman
returns, transformed into a stunning Fairy

Godmother in an instant of visual trickery.
The Fairy Godmother calls forth the four
Fairies of the Seasons, who are revealed
successively as one curtain behind another
is raised, each wearing glittering, diaphanous gowns and accompanied by child
attendants.
They perform solos evocative of their
season — the Spring Fairy prances playfully,
Summer is languid and serene, Fall tempestuous and blustery, and Winter icy and precise. When the Fairy Godmother works her
magic and warns Cinderella of its caveat,
twelve stars — one for each hour — dance
on the stage. Their dancing and the music
vacillate between foreboding and hopeful,
mirroring the optimism and nervousness
of Cinderella before she is transported offstage in a pumpkin carriage pulled by two
mice.
The second act is set in the Prince’s palace, where courtiers in velvet suits waltz
with their partners in plumed headdresses.
After their bumbling arrival, the stepsisters
compete for the attentions of two historical
celebrities, the Duke of Wellington and Napoleon Bonaparte (who amusingly loses his
wig at some point).
When Cinderella makes her grand entrance, it is a highlight of the evening. She
enters on pointe, her wondrous gaze raised
to the audience. Slowly and regally, and still
on pointe, she descends the main staircase

without once looking down, escorted by the
Prince. Unbeknownst to the audience, he
squeezes her hand to let her know when she
has reached the first step.
Her subsequent solo involves a seemingly endless number of twirls, and is answered with an athletic solo by the Prince,
and the presentation of his gift of three
oranges.
As the night draws to its close, the two
perform an exquisite duet, but all too soon
a gauzy screen appears, displaying a clock
face striking midnight. Behind it, the twelve
stars return to the stage, and Cinderella attempts to make her escape between their
urgent dancing and the ominous sound of
a gong. Finding her way blocked in turn by
the Prince or his jester, the tension builds
until a look-alike dancer in rags replaces
her, and she flees off-stage.
The abandoned prince holds up her
dropped slipper for all to see. Even after the
auditorium lights turned on to signal the intermission, the dramatic staging lingered in
the mind of everyone in the audience.
The third act is a short and syrupy finale.
Maintaining the humorous tone, the stepsisters are caught in a state of undress by the
Prince as he searches for his lost love. When
Cinderella comes forward to help one stepsister try to stuff her foot into the tiny shoe,
the matching shoe falls out of her apron.
In a touching moment, the Prince gen-

Cinderella
Boston Ballet
The Boston Opera
House
March 13 — 23
tly lifts Cinderella’s face up to his, not quite
daring to believe he has really found her.
After a celebratory interlude by the twinkling stars and the Fairy Godmother, the
pair returns in resplendent cream and gold
costumes. Eschewing a showy dance, they
turn their backs on the audience and hold
each other lovingly as the curtain descends.
As a comic and traditional production,
Cinderella is more amusing and somewhat
more accessible than other recent productions by the Boston Ballet. The humor is
genuinely funny, although sometimes excessive, and the production focuses on telling the classic tale rather than complicated
choreography.
The music and the staging are entrancing, and the dancers are adept at conveying
the emotions of their characters. Cinderella
takes an old story, and infuses it with life,
magic, and grandeur.

THEATER REVIEW

MIT Shakespeare Ensemble presents
Twelfth Night
Shakespeare’s comedy has plenty of laughs

By Karleigh Moore
ASSOCIATE ARTS EDITOR

Staly chin

Sir Toby (Majdolene Z. Khweis ‘15), Sir Andrew (Colin C. Aitken ‘16), and Fabian (Samantha E. Harper ‘16) sneak behind Malvolio (David Perelman) in MIT Shakespeare
Ensemble’s production of Twelfth Night.

The MIT Shakespeare Ensemble’s performance of Twelfth Night was hilarious.
The play tells the story of Viola, who pretends to be a man to get close to Orsino,
whom she loves. However, Orsino loves
Olivia, who falls in love with Cesario, who
is really Viola — a confusing love triangle
at best. For those of you more familiar with
popular culture than Shakespeare, you
may recall the movie She’s the Man, starring Amanda Bynes, which was based off of
Shakespeare’s Twelfth Night. This production was as humorous as any Shakespearian
comedy and was set in an interesting time
— the 1960s or 1970s.
Keenan A. Sunderwirth ‘14 , Mark L.
Velednitsky ‘14, and Noelle A. Colant ‘17
played the leads Viola, Orsino, and Olivia
respectively and were fabulous and very
convincing. The fool, Sir Andrew Aguecheek
(Colin C. Aitken ‘17) and Olivia’s drunken
uncle, Sir Toby (Majdolene Z. Khweis ‘15)
certainly did their jobs well. I was cracking
up every time they took the stage, and they
absolutely stole the scene with their antics
and shenanigans.
The performance included several musical scenes that elicited intended chuckles

Twelfth Night
MIT Shakespeare
Ensemble
La Sala de Puerto Rico
Upcoming:
March 21 — 22: 8 p.m.
from the audience — the fools were effective singers! Of course, my hat goes off to
the crew who supplied excellent set pieces,
costumes (I have a soft spot for those gaudy
70s-style suits!), lighting, and music — it
made for an evening that was definitely
worth remembering, and it couldn’t have
been done without those working hard behind the curtain.
Although the show opened last week,
you still have time to catch it Friday and
Saturday at 8 p.m. in La Sala de Puerto Rico
in the Student Center. It was incredibly refreshing and inspiring to get away from
psets and papers and indulge in a bit of
culture for an evening, so support our arts
groups and see Twelfth Night!
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Obituary

Patrick J. McGovern, member of Corporation, dies
McGovern’s $350 million gift aimed to broaden neuroscientists’ knowledge of the brain
MIT NEWS OFFICE AND THE
MCGOVERN INSTITUTE
Patrick J. McGovern ’59, a longstanding MIT supporter who made the gift that
launched MIT’s McGovern Institute for
Brain Research, died March 19 at the age
of 76. As an MIT undergraduate, McGovern studied biophysics and later went on
to found International Data Group (IDG), a
publisher of computer-related news, information, and research.
In 2000, the McGovern Institute was established with a gift of $350 million from
McGovern and his wife, Lore. In founding
the McGovern Institute, Patrick and Lore
McGovern dreamed of contributing to neuroscientists’ understanding of the human
brain and the development of new treatments for neurological disorders.
“Our hearts go out to Lore and the McGovern family for the loss of their beloved
Pat,” MIT President L. Rafael Reif says. “The
MIT community has lost an extraordinary
friend, supporter, advisor, and inspiration —
and the world has lost someone with a rare
power to see the future and seize its opportunities. Just as Pat launched IDG almost before the computer industry existed, he and
Lore grasped very early that brain research
would be the next great scientific frontier.
Their gift to launch the McGovern Institute
provided practical support for fundamental
brain science on a scale no one had imagined before; just as important, it played a
key role in enabling MIT to build a broader
community of brain researchers committed to unraveling and defeating the terrible
disorders of the brain — Pat and Lore’s great
dream. As we absorb the loss of Pat’s friendship, we take consolation in his lasting gift to
humankind.”
“Pat and Lore McGovern inspired all of us
with their passion to understand the brain
and to help people suffering from brain
disorders,” said Robert Desimone, direc-

tor of the McGovern Institute and the Doris
and Don Berkey Professor of Neuroscience.
“Their gift enabled many new students and
faculty to start research careers, and they
personally cheered everyone on with each
important discovery. Pat will be greatly
missed.”

In 2000, the McGovern
Institute was established
with a gift of $350 million
from McGovern in an
attempt to contribute to
neuroscience.
Below is the text of a remembrance of
McGovern originally published by the McGovern Institute.

Patrick J. McGovern, 1937–2014: a
remembrance
Patrick McGovern was born in 1937 in
Queens, New York, and grew up in New York
and Philadelphia. He became interested in
the brain as a teenager, when he came across
a book titled “Giant Brains, or Machines that
Think” in the Philadelphia public library. As
he recalled in an interview some 50 years
later, “It was the first book that talked about
computers and their role as an amplifier of
the human mind,” and it sparked a lifelong
interest in science and technology.
In 1955 Pat was admitted to MIT, where
he majored in biophysics. He studied neurophysiology and recalls using a glass electrode to study electrical activity in tadpoles.
He also became involved in student newspapers, and after graduating from MIT in the
Class of 1959, he was hired as an assistant
editor for a new magazine, “Computers and
Automation,” founded by Ed Berkeley, the
author of the book that had so intrigued him
10 years earlier.

After four years as a magazine editor, Pat
left to found his own company, now known
as International Data Group (IDG), which
under his leadership grew to become the
world’s foremost publisher of computer-related news, information, and research. IDG
today is a multibillion-dollar business, with
2013 revenues of over $3.5 billion.
The story of Pat’s career at IDG has been
often told, and his business accomplishments have been recognized with many
honors, including lifetime achievement
awards from American Business Media and
from the Magazine Publishers of America.
Yet despite his success and his imposing
physical presence, Pat retained a modest demeanor and never cultivated the trappings
of great wealth. Instead, he focused his energies on leadership of the company (of which
he remained chairman until the time of his
death) and increasingly, in his later years, on
his philanthropic priorities.
His career and fortune were made in
computer technology, but Pat never lost
sight of his early dream to understand the
brain, which he often described as the
world’s most complex computer. When he
studied neurophysiology at MIT in the 1950s,
the tools were not adequate to the enormous
challenge of understanding how the human
brain works, but by the 1990s, technological
progress had been so dramatic that the field
had been transformed almost beyond recognition. A scientific understanding of the
brain, while still a daunting challenge, was
no longer within the realm of science fiction,
but was a real prospect for the future.
Pat’s dream was shared by his wife, Lore
Harp McGovern, a Silicon Valley entrepreneur whose interests included health care,
education and high tech. In the late 1990s,
they decided that the time was right to establish a new institute for brain research,
and after consultations with many leading
scientists and universities, they decided that
the new institute would be at MIT.

MIT ISN - Army Labs

Student Summer Internship Program

Pat and Lore had both been longstanding MIT supporters; Pat was a member of the
MIT Corporation, and Lore was chair of the
Board of Associates at the affiliated Whitehead Institute. But they always emphasized
that their choice of MIT was not simply a
matter of loyalty to Pat’s alma mater. They
felt that MIT was the right choice because
of its alignment with their vision of a multidisciplinary, outward-looking institute that
would engage the widest possible range of
scientific talents in support of its mission to
understand the brain.
One goal was to understand the basis of
brain disorders and to lay the foundation for
new treatments for conditions such as psychiatric and neurodegenerative diseases — a
goal that Pat and Lore considered vitally important, given the enormous suffering and
economic costs that are inflicted by these
disorders. But their vision was not confined
to disease research; they also understood
the brain to be the source of our humanity, our creative achievements, and our conflicts, and they saw the possibility that understanding these things in scientific terms
could transform the world for the better.

The McGovern Institute
for Brain Research was
formally established in
2000 with a commitment
of $350 million.
The McGovern Institute for Brain Research was formally established in 2000,
with a commitment of $350 million from Pat
and Lore, one of the largest philanthropic
gifts in the history of higher education. Nobel laureate and Institute Professor Phillip A.
Sharp was named founding director; Robert
McGovern, Page 13
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What you’ll get from the experience:
• thousands of people every day will see your
work online
• a portfolio of projects and clips that will
impress a future employer
• the use of professional software for free

No experience necessary. We’ll teach
you enough to hit the ground running.
Email join@tech.mit.edu for more info.
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McGovern, from Page 12
Desimone succeeded Sharp as director in 2004. In the
fall of 2005, the McGovern Institute moved into spacious facilities in MIT’s Brain and Cognitive Sciences
Complex, one of the most distinctive landmarks on the
MIT campus and among the largest neuroscience research buildings in the world.
The McGovern Institute has continued to thrive
since it moved to its new home, expanding in size and
scope as it has hired new faculty and built new laboratories. Most importantly, it has produced a steady
stream of discoveries about the working of the brain,
in areas ranging from the genetic control of brain development to the neural basis of human thought and
emotion. This progress was deeply gratifying to Pat
and Lore, who visited regularly to attend the institute’s board meetings and scientific events, mingling
with faculty and researchers and engaging deeply in
discussions of their new findings.
Throughout his life, Pat retained an extraordinary
ability to absorb new information, and researchers
were frequently impressed at his ability to cite detailed facts and figures about the brain. He was a tireless advocate for the institute and its mission, hosting
many visits and tours, and inspiring others to follow
his philanthropic example. He was, and Lore remains,
an enormous source of inspiration and encouragement to the researchers at the institute.
Throughout Pat’s business career, his vision was
global, and he took great pride in the fact that IDG
was one of the first Western companies to establish a
business presence in China after the end of the Cultural Revolution. It is thus fitting that Pat and Lore’s
philanthropic vision also extended to China; since
2011, three new IDG/McGovern Institutes have been
established in Beijing, at Tsinghua University, Peking
(“Beida”) University, and Beijing Normal University.
Like the McGovern Institute at MIT, the new institutes
in China are focused on fundamental research in
neuroscience as well as translational work on disease
applications.
Pat always saw brain disorders as global problems
that required global solutions, and one of his greatest hopes was that the new institutes would help accelerate the international cooperation that he saw as
essential to the ultimate goal of understanding the
human brain in health and disease.
Pat’s wife, Lore, has been a full partner throughout the McGovern Institute’s 14-year history, serving
on the governing board of the institute along with Pat
and his daughter, Elizabeth McGovern. All of us at the
institute offer our deepest condolences to Lore, to
their four children, and to all of Pat’s family members
and friends. He will be greatly missed.

MIT was desired destination for
Kasab, with a ‘love for challenges’
Kasab worked toward new possibilities in aircraft design
Hadi Kasab, from Page 1
exams, before getting admitted to the
best college in Lebanon and the Middle
East. He was achieving goals, one after
another.”
As an undergraduate at AUB, Mirhi
says, Kasab carried a heavy course load,
but still found time to contribute to others’ research projects. “In fact, he worked
on my senior project as an undergraduate researcher,” Mirhi says, “and he significantly contributed to the work. He
definitely made use of any opportunity to
keep his learning curve steadily growing.”

A love of challenges
Kasab’s program at AUB required him
to complete an internship during the
summer after his junior year. Inspired
by some of his professors who were MIT
alumni, Kasab aimed for the Institute.
“His interest in MIT stemmed out
from his love for challenge,” Mirhi says.
“MIT seemed to be the most logical extension of his academic profile… that
environment that is rigorous enough for
hardworking students to excel, yet open
enough for them to meet brilliant people
with common interests.”
Kasab secured the summer internship he sought, and came to MIT in the
summer of 2011 as a visiting undergraduate research associate in the Uncertainty
Quantification Lab within MIT’s Department of Aeronautics and Astronautics.
While there, he developed simulations to
investigate the wettability of transparent
media.
After returning to Beirut for his senior
year at AUB — graduating in June 2012
with a near-perfect GPA — Kasab gained
admission to MIT’s master’s program in
Computation for Design and Optimization (CDO).

A ‘brilliant mind at work’

Kasab’s advisor at MIT was Zoltan
Spakovszky, a professor of aeronautics
and astronautics and the director of
MIT’s Gas Turbine Laboratory, where
researchers work on power and propulsion systems and new aircraft designs to
limit environmental impacts, as well as
technologies to reduce aircraft noise.
“I am very privileged and proud to
have had the chance to do research with
Hadi, to see his brilliant mind at work,
and to experience the impact of his research,” Spakovszky says. “He was one
of the smartest master’s students I have
advised.”
Within Spakovszky’s lab, Kasab’s
work aimed to mitigate aircraft noise
around airports, a major factor limiting the growth of commercial air
transportation.

in seconds on a laptop to optimize the
configuration of unconventional aircraft
— opening up new opportunities in aircraft design.
“Hadi was very determined, always
going all the way until a satisfactory solution was found,” Spakovszky says, adding:
“Hadi was a very noble and humble person and had a hard time taking credit for
his great achievements. He was extremely smart and had a very broad mind. You
could talk to him about anything, including even literature. He was very sociable
and witty. He always brought a warm atmosphere to the room.”
While at MIT, Mirhi says, Kasab cultivated a love for the outdoors, especially
hiking and rock-climbing. He developed
a passion for cooking — in particular,
steak — and regularly went to the gym.
He loved “The Daily Show with Jon Stew-

Kasab came to MIT in the summer of 2011 as
a visiting undergraduate research associate in
the Uncertainty Quantification Lab within MIT’s
Department of Aeronautics and Astronautics.
“Hadi’s work focused on the development of a fast method for computing
the acoustic shielding of engine noise
by the airframe,” Spakovszky says. “The
problem requires knowledge and skill
in acoustics and applied mathematics,
a perfect match for Hadi’s exceptional
mathematical talent. Borrowing ideas
from geometrical optics, Hadi developed
and implemented new ways to capture
the effects of acoustic diffraction and
reflection.”
Compared to current tools that take
days to run on a supercomputer, Spakovszky says, the noise-assessment capability that Kasab helped develop runs

art;” in January, the two friends traveled
to New York to see a live taping of the
show.
“Hadi was a young man of great
promise,” Mirhi says. “All who know him
predicted a very bright future ahead. Everyone was waiting for Hadi’s next big
thing. But he left early.”
In addition to his sister, Jana, Hadi
Kasab is survived by his parents, Saeb
and Dalal Kasab, and a brother, Karim
Kasab, all of Saida, Lebanon.
Plans are under way for a memorial
gathering at MIT. The News Office will
update this story with that information
once it becomes available.

Do you have a story
to tell? Can you tell a personal story in writing
or in an interview?

The Tech wants to publish stories
from the MIT community

Sample topics:
Experiencing discrimination at MIT
Choosing between divergent career paths
Your slice of MIT culture
Romance at MIT

Or anything else you can tell as a
compelling story

Email cl@the-tech.mit.edu with stories or proposals
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7.012 among highest GIR flag rates
Fifth week flag students invited to structured group study
GIR pass rates, from Page 1
flags, is the reason for the improvement.
“Because the transition from high school
to MIT can be challenging, some students
struggle academically,” said Julie, “What is
important is the action the student takes
between being flagged and the end of the
term.”
The Dean of Undergraduate Education, the Office of Minority Education,
the MIT learning communities such as
Concourse, and academic advisors work
together to help flagged students. Norman added, “This sustained collaborative
effort has helped increase awareness of
resources for students.”
When a student is flagged, both student and advisor receive an email from
the Dean of Undergraduate Education

that recommends resources such as tutoring, S^3, sites for health or medical issues,
and the Office of Minority Education.
Donna Friedman, the Associate Dean
for Advising and Academic Programming,
also sends a message to students who
receive more than one flag. “For multiflagged students, we ask freshmen to fill
out a self-assessment and recovery form
which they submit to me and their advisor,” said Friedman in an email to The
Tech.
“The primary purpose is to connect
the student to the adviser to understand
what is impeding progress,” said Norman.
“Perhaps the student is struggling with
study issues and time management, or is
homesick.”
Students with fifth week flags were
also invited to join the Seminar XL/Lim-

ited Edition (LE), a structured study group
program that organizes study groups in
the evening beginning six weeks into the
term and provides, according to their
website, “a supportive venue for collective
conceptual problem solving”.
These subject-specific groups are led
by trained upperclassmen or graduate
students who work through problems
from subjects that are difficult for students. Typically, four to five students are
in each study group with one upperclassman or graduate student. Each seminar
is a three-unit class. Thus, students may
take up to two seminars during the first
semester.
Freshmen can also access resources regarding fifth week flags online at:
http://web.mit.edu/firstyear/2017/rightnow/flags.html.

Solution to One Fish
from page 5

Book your graduation celebration
at Commonwealth Restaurant
in Kendall Square. Enjoy farmto-table cuisine with family and
friends.
Call us at 617-945-7030 to
book our private dining room
today!!
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Solution to Red/Blue Fish
from page 5
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Commonwealth Restaurant, 11 Broad Canal Way, Cambridge, MA 02142
www.commonwealthcambridge.com
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News briefs, from Page 1
that led to the original complaint
was published.
“Given that it is an optional
publication that people can
choose to read or not, the broader impact on the MIT community is somewhat limited,” Rankin’s
report reads. “The intent, as described by members of the Voo
Doo board, is to create provocative and progressive material
that creates a dialogue about important issues at MIT.”
The report concludes: “Given
Voo Doo’s limited impact and
that it’s an optional publication
people have to seek out, it does
not appear to be creating a persistent or pervasive hostile environment. The TIX Investigator
and TIX Coordinator will meet
with the UA and ASA to alert
them of the concerns raised in
the complaint as a consideration
in future recognition requests
and funding allocations.”
Another student, who also
wished to remain anonymous,
said that Voo Doo was full of “puerile, offensive attempts at humor” and that the “denigration
of women” was a “pervasive, indeed almost obsessive, theme”
in the magazine since 2010, according to Rankin’s report.
Recent issues of Voo Doo
include the following warning:
“Voo Doo does not take responsibility for any consequences of
people reading the magazine.
By choosing to view this magazine, you put yourself at risk of
taking offense, doubling over in
uncontrollable laughter, and/or
nuclear radiation.”

Five professors named
MacVicar Faculty Fellows
This year five professors were
awarded the MacVicar Faculty

The Tech 15

Fellow award. These professors, recognized for excellence
in teaching and education of
undergraduates at the Institute,
are: Jacopo Buongiorno, an associate professor of nuclear science and engineering; Tomás
Lozano-Pérez, the School of
Engineering Professor of Teaching Excellence in electrical engineering and computer science;
John Ochsendorf, Class of 1942
Professor of Architecture, with a
joint appointment in the Department of Civil and Environmental
Engineering; Heather Anne Paxson, an associate professor of
anthropology; and Kristala L. J.
Prather, the Theodore T. Miller
Associate Professor of Chemical
Engineering. As per the MacVicar program, these professors will
hold the position for 10 years
and are awarded $10,000 per
year of discretionary funding
to support their undergraduate
teaching. The MacVicar Fellows
are announced on MacVicar
Day, which took place on March
14 this year.
An advisory committee
formed of both students and
faculty, chaired by Dean for Undergraduate Education Dennis
M. Freeman, reviews nominations for the MacVicar Faculty
Fellow award. Provost Martin A.
Schmidt PhD ’88 is responsible
for the ultimate selection for the
award. Currently, the program
sponsors 41 professors.
The Faculty Fellows program
was created in honor of Margaret
L. A. MacVicar ScD ’67, who was
a dean for undergraduate education. Among other programs,
Margaret MacVicar is credited as
the founder of MIT’s well-known
Undergraduate Research Opportunities Program (UROP).

—Leon Lin and
Tushar Kamath

70%

OF EXECUTIVES
THINK TODAY’S GRADS
ARE NOT PREPARED.
THE OTHER 30%
HAVE MET A
BENTLEY GRAD.

Coop Student Board of Directors

Election Update
The following student Coop members have been
nominated as candidates for the Board of Directors
for the 2014-2015 academic year.
MIT Undergraduate Students:
Emma Kane, 2015
David McClelland, 2015
Eric Ruleman, 2016
Victoria Stivanello, 2016
MIT Graduate Students:
Laura Diamond, MBA, 2015
Harvard Undergraduate Students:
Monika Lutz, 2015
Irfan Mahmud, 2016
Vincent Ong, 2017
Neil Purdy, 2017
Madeleine Smith, 2016
Peter Wu, 2016

At Bentley University,
we’ve developed an MBA program
specifically for young professionals looking to jumpstart their career.
Our EMERGING LEADERS MBA PROGRAM delivers real-world
experience through a Business Process Management field project,
Corporate Immersion class and a 10-day international Global
Business Experience — so you’ll be 100% prepared to make
immediate contributions upon being hired.

Harvard Graduate Students:
Payal Agrawal Divakaran, MBA, 2015
Oliver Hauser, PhD, 2016

Any student Coop member with membership dues paid
for the current year may petition to be a candidate on
the election ballot. A Petition application is available
online at www.thecoop.com.
The Petition period is March 17 to March 30, 2014.
For complete Petition rules consult the information
posted in the election section on the Coop website.

To learn more, visit
BENTLEY.EDU/GRADUATE

www.thecoop.com
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Two fencers represent MIT
NCAA Fencing Championships held at Ohio State
By Mindy Brauer
DAPER STAFF

For the second year in a row,
Joseph F. Rafidi ‘14 will represent
MIT at the NCAA Fencing Championship and he will
be joined by Cordelia G. Avery ‘17 at the
competition scheduled to begin this
Thursday at Ohio
State. Qualifiers for
epee and sabre, Rafidi and Avery
are the lone Division III participants in their respective weapons.
Avery finished fourth at the
NCAA Northeast Regional earlier

this month, marking the fourth
year in a row the Engineers have
received a sabre entry and the
second straight season a rookie
will be representing the women’s
team on the national scene. She
racked up a ledger of 59-12 in
dual competitions as her 17-1 record in Northeast Fencing Conference action resulted in firstteam All-Star accolades.
The first men’s fencer to
make back-to-back NCAA appearances since foilist Spencer
Sugimoto ‘08 in 2005 and 2006,
Rafidi looks to improve upon his
ninth-place performance from
last season. A runner-up at the

NCAA Northeast Regional this
year, he captured first place at the
New England Championship and
generated a total of 34-9 in dual
competitions.
Avery makes her national debut at 3:00 p.m. on Thursday with
action continuing at 9:00 a.m.
the following day. Rafidi, meanwhile, takes to the strip at 11:30
a.m. on Saturday with rounds
four and five starting at 9:00 a.m.
on Sunday. For more information
about the NCAA Championship,
including live results and video
of the semifinal and championship bouts, log on to http://www.
ncaa.com/fencing.

Upcoming Home Events
Saturday, March 22
Baseball vs. U.S. Coast Guard Academy

12 p.m., Briggs Field

Women’s Lacrosse vs. Babson College
Stadium

1 p.m., Steinbrenner

Baseball vs. U.S. Coast Guard Academy

2:30 p.m., Briggs Field

The Tech is looking for
interactive graphic designers
to join its online media team.
No experience necessary. We’ll give you the tools to get you started.
This is a great way to gain valuable job experience, build a strong web
portfolio, and create designs that will be submitted for national awards.

For more information, email join@tech.mit.edu

MIT Sport Taekwondo Club places second overall
Makes strong showing at Eastern Collegiate Taekwondo Conference tournament
By Dabin Choe
Team representative

On March 9, the MIT Sport Taekwondo
Club competed at the Eastern Collegiate
Taekwondo Conference (ECTC) tournament
hosted by Princeton University.
MIT faced many tough and experienced teams from schools
such as Princeton and Cornell.
With around 400 competitors,
the team came in second in the
overall competition with a total
of 347 points.
MIT’s team dominated the poomsae competition, and many team members medaled
in their respective divisions. In the black belt
division, Michelle W. Chen ’14 captured first
place, and Andrew J. Mandelbaum G and
Isaac Fenta ’14 both won bronze. In the Red
Belt forms, Kevin Hu ’15 and Tam T. Nyugen
G won gold, with Shapagat Berdibek ’15 and
Shirley Tsang ’14 both earning bronze. Yang
Dai ’16 was first in the blue belt competition,
and Akwasi Owusu-Akyaw ’17 won third
place in the yellow belt division.

We are

In addition to excelling in forms, the team
placed well in the sparring portion of the
tournament. The men’s B1 team (Hu, Tahin
F. Syed G, Benjamin I. Shaibu ’14) and the
men’s C1 team (Emmanuel Fasil ’17, OwusuAkyaw ‘17, Eric R. Klinkhammer ’15) made
it to the quarterfinals in their respective
divisions. The women’s A2 team (Nyugen,
Maria Alexis G, Andy Guatemala ’16) also
reached the quarterfinals in a challenging
bracket. The women’s A1 team consisting of
Jessica J. Yang ’15, Chen ’14, and Lori Ling G
fought hard in every match and triumphed
over University of Michigan and Princeton
to capture silver. The women’s B1 team (Tiffany Chen G, Casey L. Denham ’15, Tsang
‘14) made it to the finals, where they pushed
through a tough match against Cornell for
the gold.
Each team member showcased their determination and the results of their training
in every match. The team remains focused
and ready to train even harder in preparation for the upcoming National Collegiate
Tournament in California and one more
ECTC tournament at RPI in April.

The

Yang Dai

Daniel J. Stallworth ‘14 competes in the Eastern Collegiate Taekwondo Conference tournament hosted at Princeton University on March 9. With around
400 competitors, the MIT Sport Taekwondo Club came in second in the overall
competition.

Tech

We print MIT’s only newspaper twice per week,
and we have fun doing it.

join@tech.mit.edu

Want to be a part of this?

