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Residents of Bexley
considering housing

Community picnic for outgoing Dean Daniel Hastings

Bexley students and deans exchange
letters about future housing options

Established 1881

By Kath Xu
Associate news editor

Last Tuesday, Dean for Student
Life Chris Colombo announced that
Bexley Hall would be closed for up to
three years for renovations, displacing
all residents at the end of this semester. On Friday, the Bexley community
collectively voiced their concerns and
wishes in a letter addressed to Chancellor Eric Grimson PhD ’80 and Dean
Colombo, signed by over 70 students
and GRTs. Grimson and Colombo responded to the letter yesterday afternoon. In the meantime, Bexley residents were given the option of entering
a housing lottery, which closed yesterday at 5 p.m., if they wanted to remain
in on-campus housing next year.

Bexley Hall Letter
In their letter, the Bexley residents
emphasized their desire to remain together next year and to preserve Bexley culture. To this end, they requested that Grimson and Colombo look
into various housing options large
enough to accommodate 40 to 60 students. The residents mentioned the
dorm block system, in which groups

of Bexley students would live together
at other MIT dorms, as their least popular choice.
“We not only believe that Bexley’s
culture should be prized and saved,
but similarly, that all the dorms have
a unique personality, without which
MIT would be a different place,” said
the Bexley letter. “We do not feel that
MIT should have to lose or displace any
other communities.”
Instead, Bexley students indicated a
strong preference for on-campus temporary housing or off-campus ILG-like
(Independent Living Group) housing.
The letter listed several possible locations for these, such as an already-residential portion of 100 Memorial Drive,
or the Westgate Parking Lot at the west
end of Briggs Field. The residents pointed out that other colleges have housed
their students in temporary housing in
similar situations in the past.
In addition, the residents asked
for access to the engineering reports
which first deemed Bexley uninhabitable. The letter asked MIT to form a
council comprised of faculty, administrators, students, and engineers to
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John A. Hawkinson—The Tech

Outgoing Dean for Undergraduate Education Daniel E. Hastings PhD ’80 and current Dean for
Graduate Education Christine Ortiz at the picnic held in Dean Hastings’ honor on Monday afternoon.

Bexley, Page 8

Swartz judge sides
with1881
MIT International students will
Established
on release of case evidence experience new inspections
Sides with MIT, JSTOR to allow certain redactions

MIT students warned by ISO about new protocol
By Sara Hess

By Joanna Kao
CONTRIBUTING EDITOR

U.S. District Judge Nathaniel M. Gorton
ordered yesterday that some confidentiality
restrictions be removed from evidence MIT
had produced for the case against Aaron
Swartz, which was dropped after his suicide in January. This is the first order since
Swartz’s lawyers’ motion on March 15, which
would have made information collected for
the trial public. The judge agreed with MIT’s

and JSTOR’s March 29 responses, asking that
information including the names of employees be redacted.
Prior to the order, Swartz’s lawyers, JSTOR,
MIT, and the federal government all agreed
that some information contained in the court
documents could be made public, which
Gordon upheld. Elliot R. Peters, Swartz’s laywer, also asked for identifying and network
information to be disclosed, but that request
Swartz, Page 6

fANdOm
AT MIT

We ask MIT what’s on its
screens. Explore the Institute’s
obsessions inside.

page 9

end of semester

A solution to overcrowding

This is The Tech’s last
issue of the semester.
We will be publishing
on Commencement,
and once a month
during the summer.

Freshmen should be allowed to live in
Greek houses next year. opinion, p. 4

What bexley means
Residents write in about what Bexley
means to them. letters, p. 5

Staff Reporter

Last Wednesday, international students
received an email from Danielle GuichardAshbrook, director and associate dean of
the International Students Office, warning
them to be prepared for a new and potentially time-consuming border inspection
process when re-entering the U.S. GuichardAshbrook stated that the new inspection
process is a “direct response” to the Boston
Marathon bombings.
On May 2, a senior official at U.S. Customs and Border Protection circulated a
memo ordering border agents to verify
that all international students entering the
United States are traveling on a valid student visa. The order comes in response to
the discovery that a Kazakh student accused
of hiding evidence on behalf of the younger
Boston bombing suspect, Dzhokhar Tsarnaev, entered the U.S. on an invalid student

In Short

The percentage of admitted freshman
choosing to enroll at MIT will be about
72 to 73 percent. Mikey Yang ’05, Associate
Director of Admissions, posted the news in a
blog post on Monday. This is the highest ever
yield for MIT, preceded by 70, 65, and 64
percent in the three previous years, respectively. Twenty transfers were also accepted.
No students will be accepted from the wait
list. This is only the second time in the past

visa in January.
At present, international students’ comings and goings are monitored by the Student Exchange and Visitor Information
System (SEVIS), an Internet-based system
operated by the Department of Homeland
Security. Previously, student visas were only
verified by SEVIS if a student entering the
country was selected for a second inspection
by border agents. According to GuichardAshbrook’s email, going forward secondary
inspections will be required for all foreign
students entering the U.S. It is unclear how
this additional inspection may affect wait
times at the border but the ISO has warned
students to expect delays.
Emily Eros, a Canadian and first year
Master’s student in the Department of Urban Studies and Planning (Course 11), reacted to the news. “The news struck me as
an unsurprising and ineffective reaction to
Border, Page 7

eight years that MIT has not been able to accept students from its wait list. Yang said that
they had planned to accept from the wait list
before seeing enrollment results.
Remember to return borrowed art to the
List Visual Arts Center. Going on through
the end of the week.
Send news information and tips to news@
tech.mit.edu.

MIT DanceTroupe
#DTMF

Fostering new
identities

Dancetroupe’s spring
show featuring a variety of
styles ran through Sunday.
photo, p. 23

Burton-Conner’s
housemaster welcomes
its future residents.
opinion, p. 5
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By Allison A. Wing
STAFF METEorologist

It has been a cool start to
the week, with high temperatures yesterday barely making
it to 60°F, a trend that will continue today. It may get a few
degrees warmer than yesterday, but we are still looking at
the low 60°Fs, but that could
be knocked down with the
development of an afternoon
seabreeze. Temperatures to-

night will also be chilly, with
lows in the low 40°Fs. Last
night, in fact, the National
Weather Service put out frost
advisories because away from
the coast, low temperature
were expected to drop into the
30°Fs. Luckily for the warm
weather lovers, milder air will
work its way into the region
for the end of the week, with
highs Thursday and Friday expected to be in the mid to upper 70°Fs.
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Extended Forecast
Today: Sunny. High 61°F (16°C). North winds at 8–12 mph
Tonight: Mostly clear. Low 43°F (6°C). West winds at 5–8
mph.
Tomorrow: Increasing clouds, afternoon showers. High
66°F (19°C). Low 55°F (13°C). South winds at 12–17 mph.
Thursday: Partly sunny. High 78°F (26°C). Low 55°F (13°C).
West southwest winds at 5–10 mph.
Friday: Partly sunny. High 75°F (24°C). Low 53°F (12°C).
West southwest winds at 5–10 mph.
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undermine faith in European
institutions.
“We will have to speed up in
fighting youth unemployment, because otherwise we will lose the
support, in a democratic way, in
some populations of the European
Union,” Schauble said, shortly before meeting with his counterparts
from the United States and other
Group of 7 countries last weekend.
And Louis Gallois, former head
of European Aeronautic Defence
& Space and the French government’s commissioner for investment, told a gathering at the German Finance Ministry in Berlin
that more investment should be
directed toward getting people
back to work, if the European project was to succeed.
“Support to Europe is more and
more limited because Europe is
seen more and more by European
citizens only as a constraint,” Gallois said.
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FRANKFURT, Germany — Record youth unemployment is
emerging as the most urgent problem in the eurozone, if the political
rhetoric of recent days is any measure. But leaders are struggling
to come up with effective ways to
prevent jobless young people in
countries like Spain and Greece
from becoming a lost generation
and source of social upheaval.
One proposal, floated in a German news report Monday, would
use a development bank owned
by the European Union to funnel
credit to companies that create
jobs for young people in the eurozone, nearly a quarter of whom are
without jobs.
Officials in Berlin quickly
played down the report published
in the online version of the Rhe-

0°

After a cool start, week
warms up

inische Post newspaper, based in
Duesseldorf. But it is clear that
policymakers are seriously worried that millions of frustrated
young job seekers pose as much
of a threat to the eurozone as excessive government debt or weak
banks.
The issue is likely to come up
when finance and economy ministers of the 17 eurozone countries
meet Tuesday in Brussels.
Angela Merkel, the German
chancellor, considers youth unemployment to be Europe’s biggest challenge, her spokesman
said Monday.
“The issue is on the agenda of
every European meeting, whether
at the ministerial level or among
leaders,” Steffen Seibert, Merkel’s
spokesman, said in Berlin.
Seibert’s comments came a few
days after Wolfgang Schauble, the
German finance minister, warned
that youth joblessness could

The New York Times
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By Jack Ewing
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MUNICH — It’s a family affair, but one that is very public and
very political.
Bavaria’s dominant political force, the Christian Social Union,
is embroiled in a nepotism scandal, accused of confusing family
values with rewarding family members. Dozens of party members paid their spouses, children and parents to work as assistants. Some hired wives to run their “home office.” One lawmaker
hired his teenage sons to keep up his computers.
The scandal has engulfed this economically powerful region
in recent weeks, damaging the party’s image but also threatening
Chancellor Angela Merkel’s chances of re-election in September.
The Christian Social Union, which has governed Bavaria for decades, is the sister party of Merkel’s Christian Democratic Union.
“All of the top members of the CSU knew about this,” said
Werner Weidenfeld, a professor of political science at Ludwig
Maximilian University in Munich. “These family members were
sitting in offices at the state capital all day. When a party leader
went past, there would be the wife of a representative, working.
This was not undercover.”
Last month Georg Schmid, the parliamentary chairman in the
state legislature, resigned his chairmanship after it was revealed
that he employed his wife for more than two decades, telling the
Munich-based broadcaster Bayerischer Rundfunk that he paid
her up to 5,500 euros ($7,100) a month.
—Melissa Eddy and Nicholas Kulish, The New York Times

linked to terrorism, the president
pointed out that he sent the head of
the counterterrorism center to brief
lawmakers three days after Susan E.
Rice, the ambassador to the United
Nations, delivered the now-disputed talking points on several Sunday
talk shows.
“Who executes some sort of cover-up or effort to tamp something
down for three days?” he said. “This
whole thing defies logic.”
Obama repeated that his administration was as transparent as
it could have been in the hours after
the attacks at the diplomatic facility in Benghazi on Sept. 11. He said
“nobody understood” what exactly
had happened there in the first few
days after the attacks and that Republicans in Washington were not
being helpful in fixing what went
wrong that day.
Obama also said that he doesn’t
“have time to be playing these political games in Washington” and said
the focus should be on the four people who died, including the ambassador, J. Christopher Stevens. “We
dishonor them when we turn things
like this into a political circus.”

European leaders grapple with
youth unemployment

0°

In Bavaria, family values that
Merkel could do without

WASHINGTON — An exasperated President Barack Obama on
Monday called Republican criticism of his handling of the attacks
in Benghazi, Libya, “a sideshow”
and said that any accusation of a
cover-up by his administration “defies logic.”
Speaking to reporters for the
first time since his Republican
adversaries used congressional
hearings to renew their political
assault, Obama was dismissive of
the continuing controversy, saying
that those in Washington who are
playing politics with the issue “dishonor” the four people who died in
Benghazi last fall.
“Suddenly, three days ago, this
gets spun up as if there’s something new to the story. There’s no
there there,” Obama told reporters during a news conference with
David Cameron, the British prime
minister.
The president took a strikingly
different tone about the other controversy that is riveting attention

W

BENGHAZI, Libya — A car explosion on a busy street killed
at least four people and injured more than a dozen on Monday,
stirring new anger at the failure of the transitional government to
fill the security vacuum left by the ouster of Moammar Gadhafi.
There was no apparent target. The blast, which took place
about two blocks from a hospital, may have been set off by a car
full of explosives intended for other locations. Over the last week
unidentified assailants have bombed at least four empty police
stations here in the early hours of the morning, in a new burst
of violence after months of sporadic attacks. This was the first of
the recent blasts to cause casualties and the first attack in recent
memory to hit civilians.
Speculation about responsibility has focused on Islamists or
others seeking retribution against security forces who previously
worked for Gadhafi, but some have suggested that the attacks
may be the work of criminal gangs or Gadhafi loyalists. A Facebook page for a group calling itself the Islamist Front of Derna
sought to claim responsibility for Monday’s bombing, but its authorship or credibility could not be confirmed.
—David D. Kirkpatrick, The New York Times

in the nation’s capital: the revelation that Internal Revenue Service
employees targeted conservative
groups for audits.
Obama said he learned about
those allegations from news media
reports on Friday. He repeatedly
called the charges “outrageous,” if
true, and said that anyone found to
be guilty of such actions should be
held accountable.
“I’ve got no patience for it,” he
said. “I will not tolerate it.”
The president’s blunt condemnation of the IRS appeared designed to head off fallout from the
scandal, as Republicans — and
some Democrats — called for hearings and investigations into the
matter.
But on Benghazi, the president
seemed resigned to a continuing
barrage of political accusations,
which he said were not designed to
actually help the State Department
make sure that similar attacks do
not happen again.
Responding to Republican accusations over the weekend that
his administration tried to cover
up that the Benghazi attacks were

The New York Times
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Car bomb kills at least 4 in Libya

By Michael D. Shear
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HONG KONG — The Chinese Communist Party has warned
officials to combat “dangerous” Western values and other perceived ideological threats, according to accounts on Monday of
a directive that analysts said reflects the top leader Xi Jinping’s
determination to preserve top-down political control even as he
considers economic liberalization.
The warning emerged when Chinese news websites carried
accounts from local party committees describing a directive from
the Central Committee General Office, the administrative engine
of the party leadership under Xi.
The central document, “Concerning the situation in the ideological sphere,” has not been openly published, and most references to it disappeared from Chinese news and government
websites by Monday afternoon, apparently reflecting censors’
skittishness about publicizing such warnings. But what did come
to light in the local summaries exuded anxiety about the party’s
grip on opinion.
—Chris Buckley, The New York Times

Obama scoffs at Libya outcry
but vows to act on IRS audits

12

China warns against
‘dangerous’ western values
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By Liz Alderman
The New York Times

PARIS — After striking an unprecedented deal in March to make
many bank depositors help pay for
an international bailout, Cyprus on
Monday received 2 billion euros,
the first installment of that money,
aimed at buttressing the economy
after the near-collapse of its banking sector.
European officials say the release of the funds, equivalent to
$2.6 billion, was recently approved
by a working group of the 17 eurozone finance ministers, who gathered Monday evening in Brussels
for their regular monthly meeting. Cypriot efforts to stabilize the
economy may be on the agenda. A
second allocation of up to 1 billion
euros will be transferred by June 30,
officials said.
That session was a prelude to
the planned meeting of all 27 European Union finance ministers
in Brussels on Tuesday, where the
focus is expected to be on proceeding with a European banking union
that could stabilize the European

financial system and avoid future
debacles like Cyprus. Officials on
Tuesday were to consider a single
set of rules for dealing with failing
banks throughout Europe, as well
as discuss continuing efforts to curb
tax havens.
The thorniest issue revolves
around whether some depositors
in any other European country
should be made to suffer losses if
their banks require an international
rescue, as happened in Cyprus in
an unprecedented and still controversial provision for a eurozone
bailout.
In exchange for a 10 billion-euro
emergency aid package, Cyprus in
March agreed to EU demands to
effectively confiscate up to 60 percent of any depositor’s holdings
above 100,000 euros held in two of
the country’s largest banks, Bank of
Cyprus and Laiki Bank. At the same
time, Laiki Bank was forced to fold,
merging into Bank of Cyprus.
On Tuesday in Brussels, part of
the debate will involve where depositors should be placed in the
hierarchy of creditors in the future rules on shutting down failing

banks. The main focus is what to do
with depositors holding more than
100,000 euros. Some countries want
all EU members to have the same
rules, while others want the flexibility to decide where savers should be
in the hierarchy.
The president of the European
Central Bank, Mario Draghi, said
at his recent monthly news conference that ordinary depositors
should be hit only after people who
took risks by buying bonds in banks
were forced to take losses. “If it can
be avoided,” he said, “uninsured
depositors should not be touched.”
In Cyprus, the issue came to
a head after Germany and some
other EU countries insisted on finding a new way to pay for a bailout
of troubled Cypriot banks, which
held large deposits from wealthy
Russians. Some of the money was
suspected of having questionable
origins, meaning it would be hard
for Berlin to justify using German
taxpayer funds to clean up Cyprus’
mess. In the end, EU and Cypriot officials agreed that wealthy depositors would effectively have to help
foot the cleanup bill.

IRS focus on conservatives gives
GOP issue to seize on
By Jonathan Weisman
and Matthew L. Wald
The New York Times

WASHINGTON — The Internal
Revenue Service’s special scrutiny
of small-government groups applying for tax-exempt status went beyond keyword hunts for organizations with “Tea Party” or “Patriot” in
their names, to a more overtly ideological search for applicants seeking
to “make America a better place to
live” or “criticize how the country
is being run,” according to part of a
draft audit by the inspector general
that has been given to Capitol Hill.
The head of the division on taxexempt organizations, Lois Lerner,
was briefed on the effort in June
2011, seemingly contradicting her
assertion on Friday that she learned
of the effort from the news reports.
But the audit shows that she seemed
to work hard to rein in the focus on
conservatives and change it to a look
at any political advocacy group of
any stripe seeking tax exemptions.

The new information will
only add to the criticism that has
emerged since Lerner apologized
to Tea Party and other conservative
groups on Friday for unwarranted
scrutiny. The full audit by the Treasury Department’s inspector general for tax administration is set to
be released this week.
House Republicans have vowed
to begin their own hearings and
investigations. And Republicans
fanned out on the political talk
shows on Sunday to express outrage
that is only likely to grow.
Sen. Susan Collins, R-Maine and
a prominent moderate, said on CNN
that the singling out of conservative
groups was “absolutely chilling.”
Since last year’s elections, Republicans in Congress have struggled for traction on their legislative
efforts, torn between conservatives who drove the agenda after
their 2010 landslide and new voices
counseling a shift in course to reflect President Barack Obama’s reelection and the loss of Republican

seats in the House and the Senate.
For the first time since 2011,
Democrats have been dictating
Washington’s political agenda, including tax increases on the rich,
gun control and an overhaul of immigration laws.
But the accusations of IRS abuse
are sure to fuel an effort that appears
to be uniting dispirited Republicans
and their conservative political
base: investigating Obama and his
administration. Republicans are
pushing a portrayal of an administration overreaching its authority
and punishing its enemies.
“The bottom line is they used
keywords to go after conservatives,”
Rep. Darrell Issa, R-Calif., the chairman of the House Oversight and
Government Reform Committee,
said Sunday on the NBC News program “Meet the Press.” He requested
the inspector general’s audit along
with another Republican, Rep. Jim
Jordan of Ohio. As an audit, it will
not find blame or refer anyone for
criminal prosecution.

Firms brace for new European
data privacy law
By Kevin J. O’brien
The New York Times

BERLIN — The effort in Europe
to adopt the world’s strongest data
protection law has drawn the attention of dozens of lobbyists from
U.S. technology and advertising
companies.
Facebook, Apple, Google, Amazon and IBM, individually and
through industry groups, have all
sought to actively participate in a
legislative process that could give
half a billion consumers the right
to withhold basic personal details
while using the Web, putting a major crimp in the financial model
that makes those business run.
On Monday, their European
counterparts showed up in force
at a conference in Berlin to discuss the potential law, which is expected to come to a vote sometime
next year. Representatives from
European Aeronautic Defence &
Space, BMW, Daimler and Rovio

Entertainment, the creator of mobile apps like Angry Birds, filled a
hotel meeting room and tried to
figure out how new rules would affect them.
Even nontech companies like
UBS, the Swiss bank, were among
the 70 attendees at the Pullman
Hotel Scheizerhof near the Tiergarten central park, as the new
regulations are expected to affect
virtually every type of business.
The effort to create strict new
online privacy protections in Europe is motivated by a desire to
rein in the data use of social media companies like Google and
Facebook, said Ian Walden, a professor of information and communications law at the University
of London and a speaker at the
conference.
“But the problem is this proposal is going to create a whole
new layer of regulation for the vast
majority of businesses that have
nothing to do with social media,”

he said. “They are going to see their
compliance loads increase greatly
with very little benefit.”
The measures would prohibit
the use of a range of standard Web
tracking and profiling practices
that companies use to produce
targeted advertising, unless consumers gave their explicit prior
consent. The bill would also grant
European consumers a fundamental new right: data portability, or
the right to easily transfer an individual’s posts, photographs and
video from one online service site
to another.
The measures, as well as the creation of an EU-wide data privacy
regulator, were originally proposed
last year by Viviane Reding, the European justice commissioner.
They are now contained in a bill
sponsored by Jan Philipp Albrecht,
a member of the European Parliament from Hanover. But the fate of
the bill, meant to revise an 18-yearold statute, remains murky.

University presidents are
prospering, study finds
In the 2011-12 fiscal year, the nation’s highest paid public university president was Graham B. Spanier, the president of Pennsylvania State University, who was forced out in November 2011 over
his handling of a child sex abuse scandal involving a football coach.
According to the annual compensation report by The Chronicle
of Higher Education, Spanier was paid $2.9 million in 2011-12, including $1.2 million in severance pay and $1.2 million in deferred
compensation.
“The fact that Graham Spanier turns out to be the highest paid
president in the country says something about the nature of compensation packages for people who leave under a cloud,” said Jack
Stripling, the Chronicle reporter who worked on the survey. “Severance agreements are often very lucrative.”
Three other public university presidents also had compensation
topping $1 million: Jay Gogue of Auburn University, at $2,542,865;
E. Gordon Gee of Ohio State University, at $1,899,420; and Alan G.
Merten of George Mason University, at $1,869,369. Merten retired
from George Mason in June after 16 years as president.
—Tamar Lewin, The New York Times

Ex-hedge fund manager
sentenced to more than 6 years
NEW YORK — During the sentencing of the former hedge fund
manager Anthony Chiasson on Monday, Judge Richard J. Sullivan
marveled at his prodigious wealth, ticking off the annual income listed on his tax returns. “$16 million, $10 million, $23 million,” he said.
“It’s hard to imagine why someone would risk all that to engage in
a crime like this,” the judge said.
The crime is insider trading, and Sullivan handed down one of
the stiffest sentences yet in the government’s vast campaign to root
out wrongdoing on Wall Street trading floors. He sentenced Chiasson, a founder of Level Global Investors, to 6 1/2 years in prison after
a jury found him guilty in December of illegally trading technology
stocks.
“This kind of conduct can’t go unpunished,” Sullivan of U.S. District Court in Manhattan said.
Chiasson, 39, who did not address the court, was ordered to pay
a $5 million fine and forfeit illegally obtained proceeds of as much
as $2 million. He must report to the Federal Bureau of Prisons in 90
days.
—Peter Lattman, The New York Times

Questions about detective are
also asked about prosecutors
NEW YORK — As the Brooklyn district attorney’s office pledged
a complete review of about 50 murder cases after questions arose
regarding the conduct of the detective assigned to them, renewed
scrutiny has also focused on the role prosecutors play in what turn
out to be wrongful convictions and whether they should be held responsible when justice goes awry.
Prosecutors working for the Brooklyn district attorney, Charles J.
Hynes, recently found that flawed police work by the detective, Louis
Scarcella, and a partner led to the conviction of a man in the 1990
killing of a Brooklyn rabbi. A judge recently ordered the release of
the man, David Ranta, after he spent 23 years in prison for the rabbi’s
murder.
On Sunday, Jeffrey Deskovic, who served 16 years behind bars for
the rape and murder of a woman in Westchester County that he did
not commit, vowed that a foundation he established would conduct
its own review of Scarcella’s work, to find out if anyone else had been
wrongfully convicted.
“Considering that Scarcella was working in tandem with the prosecutors, relying on the DA to do the investigation is like asking the fox
to guard the henhouse, particularly when exposing the cases would
mean exposing prosecutorial complicity,” Deskovic said.
At least two protests have been planned this week against Hynes,
who is in the midst of a primary campaign for a seventh term. On
Tuesday, relatives and friends of inmates seeking to have their convictions overturned are planning a rally outside CBS to protest the
network’s decision to offer Hynes a reality television show.
—Frances Robles, The New York Times

Groups call for deportation
suspension for immigrants
Labor, Latino and immigrant advocate groups called on President
Barack Obama on Monday to suspend deportations of illegal immigrants who could be eligible for a pathway to citizenship under a
bipartisan bill to overhaul the immigration system that is under consideration in the Senate.
Among the organizations demanding that the White House halt
most removals were the AFL-CIO, the country’s largest federation of
labor unions; the Mexican American Legal Defense and Educational
Fund, or MALDEF, a Latino civil rights group; the National Day Laborer Organizing Network; and United We Dream, a national group
representing young illegal immigrants. They said Obama should act
immediately, even before Congress votes on the bill.
They based their demand on an enthusiastically upbeat analysis
of the bill’s prospects for passage.
“Immigration reform has unstoppable momentum,” said Ana Avendano, director of immigration for the AFL-CIO. “For the AFL, this
bill is not fragile. It is supported by a broad coalition.”
While Latino and labor groups have long expressed anger at
Obama over the more than 1.6 million deportations that have taken
place under his administration, the support of the AFL-CIO for a suspension of deportations added new clout to their demands.
The groups, which generally support the Senate bill, said that
thousands of immigrants who would most likely gain legal status under its terms were being expelled and separated from their families in
the United States while Congress deliberates.
“It’s a simple matter of fairness and justice,” said Thomas A. Saenz,
president of MALDEF. “It makes no sense to deport those who would
be eligible for that relief.”
—Julia Preston, The New York Times
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A silver bullet for dorm overcrowding
Because Bexley is closing, fraternities should be allowed to house
freshmen for next year
By Saul Wilson
This coming fall, due to the closure of
Bexley Hall, on-campus housing will be
particularly tight. Dormitories have already
been told that they will likely be subject to
overcrowding, with doubles turned into
triples and quads.
So long as we insist on accommodating
all returning dormitory residents and freshmen in existing facilities, some significant
belt-tightening is inevitable. But much of
this problem is self-inflicted. For over a
decade, MIT has required freshmen to live
on campus. Doing so has put a significant
strain on on-campus housing, leading to
chronic overcrowding before Maseeh Hall
was opened. Before resurrecting that arrangement, the administration ought to
consider allowing freshmen to move to fraternities and sororities during the upcoming academic year.
The very phrasing of this proposal,
though, belies its simplicity. Freshmen already move to fraternities, and do so very
early in their tenure at MIT. Anecdotal
evidence suggests that freshmen in forced
triples tend to move to fraternities at higher
rates than those in singles or doubles. They
simply do so without formally informing

MIT and without officially vacating their
dormitory digs.

Many freshmen already
move off campus —
what difference does it
make to let them do so
formally?
So what difference, then, does it make
to allow freshmen to actually move out? It
allows the housing situation on campus to
slowly adjust, through the year, to reflect
the smaller population of freshmen actually residing in dormitories. Instead of all
three males in a forced triple unofficially
deserting the dormitory for their fraternities while students in adjoining rooms
continue to experience overcrowding, residents would be allowed to move into such
empty rooms. The number of overcrowded
rooms on campus would thus fall as freshmen moved into their fraternities.
On the surface, this is a win-win arrangement. Dormitory residents experience less
overcrowding. Freshmen can choose to live
where they want. And the physical dormi-

tories experience less of the wear-and-tear
associated with overcrowding.
But then what of the underlying purpose for the policy? It was implemented in
the wake of a freshman’s death from excess
alcohol intake at a fraternity party in 1997.
It is clear that freshmen continue to attend
fraternity parties, and that freshmen who
want to drink continue to do so. We are on
a college campus in America.
The justification for the freshmen-oncampus policy then comes down to the
hope that being able to return to a dormitory bed at any time will encourage freshmen to lead a tamer lifestyle. It is well beyond the scope of this piece to investigate
the policy’s success in this regard. But in
a reality where the Administration must
choose between cramming extra freshmen into already small rooms or allowing
them the choice to formally move somewhere they may already be living, the decision should be simple. At least for next
year, when dormitories seem doomed to
significant overcrowding, the administration should prioritize giving students the
peace of mind that comes with adequate
physical space.
Saul Wilson is a member of the Class of
2014.
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A new community, a new experience
For Bexlians, moving to another dorm, like Burton-Conner, may help foster new identities
By Anne EC McCants
There has understandably been a great
deal of anxiety on campus about how best to
relocate the hundred or so displaced Bexley
residents who will need to be housed in a
different place come fall than everyone had
been expecting. We would like to find a solution that is ‘fair,’ but of course there is no
obvious fix that is fair to everyone. Relocating
a number of students from a place they had
settled themselves, into the midst of other
people who had also already settled themselves, poses very real challenges.

‘Putting people together
unexpectedly can be the
source of great human
strife; but it can also be
the root of really great
things.’
Putting people together unexpectedly can
be the source of great human strife; but it can
also be the root of really great things. Part of

my scholarly focus is in an area called ‘macro-historical dynamics’ — the study of large
social processes that unfold over long periods of time and usually across large areas of
space. Investigation into the rise and spread
of communicable disease around the globe
shows that they have emerged in pockets of
human density and follow patterns of human
movement. But density and exchange are
also responsible for the acceleration of innovation and technical change. In a seminal
article published in the QJE (1993) while he
was in the Economics Dept. at MIT, Michael
Kramer documents the strong association
between population growth and the rapidity of technological advance. At the margins
more crowded dorms will result in some inconveniences, certainly, but also new social
opportunities, with benefits unknown.
Many of us form strong identities to a
particular place, or a particular community.
But we also move between communities.
Indeed, the process of coming to MIT in the
first place is surely one such major move.
Our experiences here are not diminished by
virtue of the fact that we come from somewhere else. Indeed, in many respects they

are enhanced by that fact. As a graduate
student in the late 1980s, I had the privilege
of studying under the great economic historian Carlo Cipolla. He spent every fall teaching at Berkeley and every spring in his na-

Whoever you are, you
are welcome in BurtonConner.
tive Italy. He favorite way to begin a course
was to tell his students that, “The past is a
foreign country; they do things differently
there.” This was perhaps one of the most formative ideas for me on my path to becoming a serious historian. I still have the yellow
legal pad in which I took lecture notes the
first time I TA’ed for him, and sure enough
when I went back and looked, there is that
phrase in my hasty scrawl with double asterisks punctuating both ends of it. Carlo
was a bridge for all of his students, from
two continents of course in that roundtrip
migration he made every year, but also a
bridge across time. He was my conduit into
the past.

Now I realize that geographically Bexley is in no way as far from other MIT living
spaces as either Italy is from Northern California, or the present is from the Middle
Ages. But for the students who are experiencing this migration, the distance in space
and cultural setting is real enough. And the
opportunities for bridging difference are
likewise there. I write this not yet knowing which, or even how many, Bexley residents will move into dorms such as the one
I am privileged to serve as a housemaster,
Burton-Conner. But I do want to say to you,
whoever you are, that you are most welcome in Burton-Conner. Hopefully you will
find things to like about us, just the way we
already are; and we will find the same about
you. But I also hope that this unplanned
happenstance helps us both to change in
constructive ways, to become something
that might not have been possible unless
we had come together. I’m looking forward
to the adventure into the future — also a
foreign country where let’s hope we really
will do at least a few things differently.
Anne EC McCants is the Housemaster of
Burton-Conner.

Letters To THe Editor

Illustration by Judy Hsiang

What Bexley means to its resident community
Editor’s Note: The Tech received numerous
letters from Bexley residents after last week’s
announcement that Bexley would be closing
for up to three years due to structural problems. Printed here is a representative subset of
those letters.
Bexley is a living and breathing beast,
constantly changing yet remaining the same.
Bexley is a hundred years of visible history
scrawled and splattered onto its insides. Bexley is irreverence and nonconformity. Bexley
is a free space. Bexley is my closest friends in
the world. Bexley is misfits. Bexley is a bunch
of people with nothing in common, who realize that fact itself is what they have in common. Bexley is a place for everyone. Bexley is
who I am. Bexley is home.
I cannot say that I chose to come to MIT
because of Bexley specifically, but definitely
for the general feel that MIT was different.
Other colleges don’t have a housing system
like ours, where you have so much opportunity to actually choose a home, not just get
allocated a random bed to sleep in. I am so
grateful to have had these past two years in
Bexley, even if my next two will be elsewhere.
Bexley has shaped the person I have become
today in so many ways it is impossible to even
put into words. Bexley is truly the love of my
life, and I am absolutely heartbroken to have
to leave it.
Tilly A. Taylor ’15
Even just the prospect of being split from
this community makes me feel lost and
alone. I don’t think people understand what
we mean to one another. Even my family
doesn’t really comprehend it. I don’t think
they want to understand that the love I feel
for you might rival that which I hold for them;
that I take pride in your past traditions and
culture just as much as I take pride in my
own heritage. You were what really excited
me about MIT. Everyone says that they come
here to study because you don’t say no to
MIT. To tell the truth, saying that if Bexley
didn’t exist, I wouldn’t have come here would
be an exaggeration, but there is no way I
could have anticipated just how important
you have become to me. I was more ecstatic
about making my first “I Jerk Off” shirt, a
symbol of the Bexley community, than I was
about receiving my Brass Rat last week.

I was more ecstatic
about making my first
‘I Jerk Off’ shirt than I
was about receiving my
Brass Rat.
I am a member of the MIT community.
I love MIT. But my connection to MIT does
not even come close to my connection to the
Bexley. MIT would not be the same without
Bexley. To be frank, I don’t know if I could
survive MIT without you. Each and every
person in Bexley is his or her own unique
individual. That’s not to say that the rest of the
MIT population is not unique or important. But not every person, let alone every
undergrad, plays a crucial role in my life the

way that every single member of the Bexley
community does. The thought that this community may be splintered makes my heart
heavy; I feel as if I am trying to breathe with
only one lung.
Please don’t take these people away from
me.
Noga Feinberg ’15
By the end of CPW, I knew I wanted to live
here. It was the sense of humor that attracted
me — dark and bizarre, and the kind of
humor you’ll only find funny if you don’t take
yourself too seriously. This quality of Bexley
— the capacity to not take itself too seriously
— is a rare one at MIT, and it has kept me
sane these past few years.
In Bexley, I have made some of the truest
and closest friends I have. There is nowhere
else on campus where I identify with the
people I’ve met nearly as much as in Bexley.
When I meet Bexley alumni, I see that
they share qualities that I appreciate in the
other people who live here — unpretentious
creativity, wry humor, low tolerance for rules
and bureaucracy, and delight in making a
particularly colorful mess. These values are
different from those held by MIT in general,
which is why I am so grateful to this community for giving me space to stop acting and
feel at home.
This is an ongoing culture, somehow
preserved despite the steady four-year rotation of students. I’d guess underclassmen
who share these qualities choose to live here
because this is where they feel happy. Maybe
the decades-long, spontaneously-recorded
history stored in bright layers on the walls,
with its cryptic messages of good times
passed, provides some force for continuity.
These past few days I keep imagining if I’d
arrived here to find a newly-renovated Bexley
that didn’t allow paint or cats or loud, spontaneous bluegrass trios in the hallway at 2 a.m.
I’m not sure I would have made it through.
I’ve had days when I’m fed up with MIT, sick
of the pressure, and I sit down in the lounge
and people I love walk in and start talking
to me, making me laugh, and after an hour
or so I’ve recovered a sense of perspective.
The walls are an important outlet, too — I’ve
spent dozens of hours putting paint on these
walls, big bright creatures, landscapes and
neighborhoods that probably wouldn’t have
made it through the approval process other
paint-the-walls dorms require.
I’m terrified that after the renovation
process is done, New Bexley will be deemed
too shiny for the noise, color, and freedom
it has housed for decades. I understand that
the building needs repair. But I hope that its
personality will be preserved, because there
are always going to be kids here who, like me,
really need this place.
Sophie L. Diehl ’14
People that know me know that I am
forever missing my home in West Virginia. I
never thought that I would find a community
that I loved and felt as comfortable in as that
one, but I managed to find one in Bexley.
I feel lucky to have found a second home
so similar to my first one. I have a place to live

“Bexley is
a place for
everyone.
Bexley is who
I am. Bexley
is home.”

where I am surrounded not just by my best
friends but by poets, crossdressers, tropical
boiz and a whole collection of other crazy,
weird, inspiring people. I feel comfortable
leaving my door open all day when I’m not
home, so that the kitty Jenga can come and
go as she pleases. I feel comfortable walking through the dorm in my pajamas to pick
up packages and donuts from Besk. I feel
comfortable getting hamtossed with my
friends and romping around on Friday and
Saturday nights, sometimes even Tuesday or
Wednesday, but who cares. Bexley truly is my
home. It is a place that is never quiet. It is full
of life that only a family of 116 coed residents
can bring. Everything about this place is full
of that life — the endless murals on the walls,
the blaring of buttrock on the nicer days
Cambridge offers up, the groups of friends
that gather in suites to eat and drink and get
weird.
Knowing that I will not get to spend my
senior year among the winding, painted
suites that make up my home gives me that
same sense of loss that caused me to cry the
full ten hours from West Virginia to Boston on
my first trip to college. I honestly don’t know
what next year is going to be like without a
home to come back to everyday, and I’m not
looking forward to it. I will be forever missing
my home in Bexley.
Viva Bexxxley.
Andrea D. Nickerson ’14
“Education is not so much knowledge as
it is learning how to think.” —David Foster
Wallace
Never have I come across, on campus or
in all the walks of my own life, a greater or
richer collective of humanism than the family
I have found at Bexley Hall. Some have called
us rule-breakers, or misfits, and with them I
do not disagree, and it’s a culture I would not
trade for anything. You’ll be hard pressed to
find such a group of people whose personalities, ideas, and ideologies are so diverse
and yet so respected by all. In a world where

most are happy to pick, say, who they are and
who they stand with, Republican, Democrat,
Christian, atheist, red, blue, cake, pie… and
are so quick to conform ideas to create a
strong voice, Bexley has been a haven where
I can say that I don’t stand with any group, I
stand with the humans, I stand with Bexley.
As Wallace says, when we choose to think,
choose to listen to others, to be truly thoughtful and respectful about their beliefs and
ideas, there is no need to agree, no need to
be a party or a collective, and nowhere is that
more apparent and more appreciated than
Bexley Hall.
So, our walls aren’t white, and they say
things you might not agree with, but then,
that’s the point. What Bexley has shown itself
to be is not a dorm, but a true family, and a
true bastion of humanity. It has made me
a better person every day that I have spent
here, and the day that culture of acceptance
and respect is extinguished will be among the
most lamentable.
Daniel H. Lizardo ’15
Buttrock used to play every night. At 9
p.m., sharp, Nazareth’s “Hair of the Dog”
would play on a loop 10 times or 15 times
(who can remember this anymore?) unless
someone had taken the initiative to vote
for another song, and usually no one did. I
lived on the courtyard freshman year, and so
I was one of the lucky people, not counting
the innocents on Mass Ave, blessed with this
reliable musical interlude. Sometimes it was
awful, I would fume silently to the dulcet
tones of “now you’re messin’ with... a son of a
bitch!” But mostly it was awesome. And now,
I can’t believe that Buttrock (which has since
diversified and moved rooms and conformed
a little more to the weather and people’s
habits) will cease to exist. Our noisy, shabby,
often smelly, usually smoky home is now
something to memorialize, since the walls
weren’t permanent enough. I love this place,
and I’m going to miss it terribly.
Soraya I. Shehata ’13

OPINION OPINION OPINION OPINION OPINION OPINION OPINIOn OPinion opinion OPINIOn OpiNION

Guest Column

6 The Tech

Tuesday, May 14, 2013

Released Swartz evidence will include redactions

Judge sided with MIT’s recommendation that certain details be withheld from release
Swartz, from Page 1
was denied. The order also says that
Swartz’s estate must allow MIT and
JSTOR to review and redact all documents before making them public.
Also, all parties must submit a joint
proposed order — essentially an
agreement between themselves —
consistent with yesterday’s opinion
by May 27.
There has been much public
and media interest in the case since
Swartz’s death. The House Committee on Oversight and Government
Reform also began an investigation
into the case in late January and has
requested certain documents from
the case.
The order says that since MIT
and JSTOR are “cooperating with
the Congressional inquiry into Mr.
Swartz’s prosecution suggests that,

to the extent such redactions interfere with the comprehension of any
documents, each can address those
problems with the House Committee on a case-by-case basis.”
Swartz’s lawyers filed a motion
on March 15 requesting that evidence used in Swartz’s trial be made
publicly accessible, including many
MIT documents. The motion requested in particular that the court
not redact the names and official
titles of all law enforcement personnel and employees of MIT and JSTOR who appear in the evidence.
But in a letter to the MIT community on March 20, President L.
Rafael Reif disagreed with the extent of information Swartz’s lawyers
wanted to release. MIT, JSTOR, and
Swartz’s lawyers reached agreement on some terms of lifting the
protective order, such as redact-

ing social security numbers and
birthdates, but not on the details
of redactions. The government, JSTOR and Reif all sought to redact all
names and identifying information
of law enforcement and MIT and
JSTOR personnel since “revealing
the names of any of these individuals, even to Congress, might lead to
some form of retaliation.” Reif’s letter also said that details about MIT’s
network vulnerabilities would also
be redacted.
Yesterday’s order noted incidents that supported MIT’s request
to redact certain names, citing the
MIT gunman hoax on February 23,
evidence of “incidents of harassment and retaliation” from MIT and
JSTOR, and “threatening communication” received by a relative of a
prosecuting attorney.
According to Reif’s letter in

March, MIT planned to release MITrelated documents at the same time
as releasing Hal Abelson PhD ’73’s
report. It is possible that Swartz’s
lawyers or JSTOR will release those
documents before the Abelson report is ready — yesterday’s order did
not say whether MIT would be the
first to release the documents.
After Swartz’s death, Abelson
was tasked to analyze MIT’s involvement in the case. In a letter to the
community on January 22, Abelson wrote that he hoped the report
could be ready “in a few weeks.” In a
letter to The Tech in this issue, Abelson wrote “Given the visibility of the
Aaron Swartz case and the controversies surrounding it, it’s important
to get the report right and to take the
necessary time and effort to do that.
My plan is to give my report to President Reif this summer.”

This space donated by The Tech

May 13, 2013
Letter to The Tech from
Hal Abelson:
This is an update for the MIT
community about the analysis
President Reif asked me to lead
last January on the events concerning MIT and Aaron Swartz.
I’m preparing a report together
with Institute Professor Emeritus Peter Diamond and Washington, DC attorney Andrew
Grosso. We’re being supported
by Assistant Provost Doug Pfeiffer. The four of us have been
working hard. Given the visibility of the Aaron Swartz case and
the controversies surrounding
it, it’s important to get the report
right and to take the necessary
time and effort to do that. My
plan is to give my report to President Reif this summer.

Letter to The Tech from L.
Rafael Reif:
Professor Abelson has shared
with me the letter that is published in this edition of The
Tech. I write briefly to offer my
thoughts on it.
From the time I asked Professor Abelson to conduct a thorough analysis of MIT’s involvement in events that preceded
Aaron Swartz’s death in January,
I have said that Professor Abelson must take whatever time he
needs in order to complete his
work, and I have given him the
freedom to conduct his work as
he sees fit. I am pleased to know
that he is making good progress,
and I look forward to receiving
the report, sharing it with the
public, and having a discussion
in the fall within the MIT community about its implications.
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ISO warns students
of border changes
Students to have more inspections
Border, from Page 1
the Boston bombings. The actions
seem intended to show that the US
is stepping up to prevent future attacks, but in reality, I doubt these
measures will have any effect beyond making additional work for
border agents and additional hassle for international students. We
already have our documents examined, our retinas scanned, and
our fingerprints taken each and
every time we enter the country.
Is an automatic secondary inspection really necessary? Will showing
a self-printed course registration
really step up security?”
In her email, Guichard-Ashbrook suggested international
students travel with copies of their
Spring 2013 and Fall 2013 class
registrations to present to border
agents as additional evidence of
their student status.
Other students stated that they
felt the change in the visa inspection process was a superfluous
reaction to the bombings given
that the Tsarnaev brothers, the
primary suspects behind the Boston bombings, were not in the U.S.
on student visas. Younger brother,
Dzhokhar Tsarnaev, was a natural-

ized U.S. citizen. His older brother,
Tamerlan Tsarnaev, who died in a
police shoot out several days after
the bombings, held a green card
and was therefore considered a
permanent resident of the U.S.

International
students should
travel with copies
of their Spring and
Fall registrations.
Guichard-Ashbrook’s
email
concludes with an apology to the
international student body, “On
behalf of the entire ISO staff, I want
to let you know that we are so very
sorry that you have to contend
with these new, very strict requirements. International students in
the U.S. are overwhelming compliant and law-abiding visitors to the
U.S. through out their academic
programs and beyond. These are
challenging times for the U.S. as
government wrestles with how to
make our borders more secure,
while at the same time making all
of you feel welcomed and valued in
the U.S.”

Royal Bengal

–

Events 

May 14 – May 20

Tuesday

(6:00 p.m. – 8:30 p.m.) RFID Gets Fashion Forward! — 32-155

Wednesday
(4:30 p.m. – 5:30 p.m.) Guiding Our Veterans Home: Our National Challenge — E25-111
(6:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m.) Screening/Discussion: The Lab as Observational Art — 6-104

Thursday
(4:00 p.m. – 7:00 p.m.) MIT Transportation Club End-of-the-Year BBQ — Kresge BBQ Pits
(8:00 p.m.) Roadkill Buffet: The “Roadkill Will Be Shut Down For Three Years” Show! — 6-120

Friday
(5:00 p.m. – 7:00 p.m.) Thai Students at MIT End-of-the-Year BBQ — Kresge BBQ Pit
(7:00 p.m. – 11:00 p.m.) Anime; Brain? Reset! —
 3-133

Saturday
(4:00 p.m. – 6:00 p.m.) Tang Hall Egg Drop — W84-24

Sunday
(9:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m.) SWAPFEST — N4
(7:45 p.m. – 9:00 p.m.) Participatory Performance: Color the Nighttime Sky with Pilobolus & UP: The
Umbrella Project — Jack Barry Field

Send your campus events to events@tech.mit.edu.

Bose is pleased

special savings

to offer
for all students, employees
and retirees of

Boston’s only authentic Bengali Cuisine restaurant

Open Daily Except Monday
11:30 am – 11:30 pm
Lunch Buffet $7.95
Reasonably Priced Dinners

M.I.T.

313 Mass. Ave., Cambridge
(617) 491-1988
T: Red Line, Bus #1 – Central Square

Receive savings on most Bose® products,

10% Discount on $15
(or more) order with MIT ID.

including the acclaimed Wave® music
system III, home entertainment systems,

Free delivery for orders over $10.
Take-out, platters, and catering available.
http://www.royalbengalrestaurant.com/

headphones and solutions for today’s
most popular portable music devices.

ONLINE-ONLY

REAL ESTATE AUCTION
To Settle Estate
Two-Unit Multifamily Residence
Cambridge, MA
Ends Wednesday, May 22nd at 6:00 PM
24 Kelly Road, Cambridge, MA: Paul McInnis,
Inc. has been retained to sell this property to
settle a local estate. The property consists of an “up and down” duplex
residence totaling approximately 2,428± square feet on a 0.11± acre city
lot in the Cambridgeport neighborhood. The first floor unit has an “Old
Cambridge kitchen” with built-in hutch, enclosed porch, and hardwood
floors. The second unit is a multi-level unit on the second and third
floors, with 2 bedrooms and 2 bathrooms, a full kitchen (with a 1950’s
breakfast nook) and a dining room, an enclosed porch, and is also set up
for central air. Each unit has a gas furnace and is separately metered for
gas and electricity. There is an existing garage on the property, with an
oversized driveway and yard space.
The timed, online-only auction will begin Saturday, May 11th
and end Wednesday, May 22nd, 2013 at 6:00 p.m. Subject to
all terms of sale.
Property Inspections: Two open house previews will be offered for
property inspections on Saturday May 11th from 10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.
and Wednesday, May 15th from 12:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m.

For a property information
package with terms go to

www.paulmcinnis.com
Lic. #AU205 - (800) 242-8354 - Ref. #13PM-28

Bose Wave® music system III
Enjoy lifelike CD and radio music in
your home, office or dorm room.
Awake to award-winning sound.

Bose SoundLink®
Wireless Mobile speaker
Bose IE2
audio headphones
Enjoy music and calls
with high-quality
audio. StayHear® tips
for greater stability
during exercise and
other activities.

Music. Whenever. Wherever.
From your mobile phone or any
Bluetooth® device.

We get you the tickets.
You get us the review.

ARTS at

events • movies • theater • concerts
music • books • restaurants • interviews
join@the-tech.mit.edu

Please direct all inquiries to the “M.I.T. Purchase Program.”

1-800-298-BOSE
(2673)

©2012 Bose Corporation. Delivery is subject to product availability. The Bluetooth® word mark and logos are
registered trademarks owned by Bluetooth SIG, Inc., and any such use by Bose Corporation is under license.

8 The Tech

Tuesday, May 14, 2013

Bexley students consider future housing options

Bexley students ask for engineering reports in letter, prefer temporary housing as group
Bexley, from Page 1
oversee the new dormitory design.
In order to keep their culture alive,
Bexley students requested an oncampus space for resident use to
maintain the visibility of Bexley to
freshmen.
In their response to the Bexley
letter, Grimson and Colombo stated
that they were currently looking at
the feasibility of a temporary housing option for a large group of Bexley
residents, and that a Bexley Advisory
Group comprised of Bexley residents, the housemasters, and campus leaders would be formed soon.

It remains unclear
whether the
students will be
given access to the
engineering reports.
Grimson wrote that they have
“tentatively identified the Pritchett
Dining Room in Walker Memorial
as a community space for displaced
Bexley residents.” However, he was
less clear about whether the Bexley
students would eventually be given
access to the engineering reports.
“We will give your request for ac-

cess to the reports our careful consideration once the administration
and other facilities stakeholders
have reviewed and understand the
report’s contents,” wrote Grimson.
“We hope we can continue to offer its unique culture to future students,” the residents wrote. “Many
of us cannot imagine MIT without
Bexley; the friendship, support, and
acceptance we have found here has
been integral to our MIT experience
and we would be devastated to see
this community torn apart.”
To facilitate communication in
these deliberations, Bexley has —
counter to its history and culture
— elected seven representatives for
the dorm.

Dorm housing
accommodations
Since many MIT dorms had already selected rooms for residents
next year, the announcement of
Bexley’s closing forced dorms to
have to re-evaluate what they had
originally planned for in the fall.
By Friday, each dorm had sent MIT
Housing a list of rooms that Bexley
residents could move into.
Several dorm housing chairs
said that they tried to reserve as
many blocks of rooms as possible
for the incoming Bexley students,

so that they would be more comfortable living together. According
to Grimson’s followup letter yesterday, displaced Bexley residents
would continue to pay the same
amount for housing in other dorms
as they would have in Bexley, although they would still have to
purchase a dining plan should they
move into a dining dorm.

east wing of the second floor.
“We looked at the results of our
housing lottery for the Fall, and determined that we had a grouping of
12 beds that we could offer to housing and didn’t need to move our
residents around,” explained Hunter. “We also located other smaller
groupings of rooms throughout Next
House that could potentially be giv-

Grimson stated that they were currently
looking at the feasibility of a temporary
housing option for a large group, and that
an advisory group would be formed.
“We offered Bexlians 16 spots on
Burton 5, 10 on Burton 2, and 7 each
on Conner 3 and Conner 4,” said
Tom Roberts ’13, Burton-Conner’s
rooming chair. “We are not sure if
all of these spots will be needed,
but we chose floors that had more
openings than the others and, in
some cases, had openings that were
already geographically convenient.
Some people on B2 and B5 were
also kind enough to give their rooms
up to make larger continuous blocs,
which was really awesome.”
According to Tegan A. Hunter
’15, the housing chair for Next
House, the dorm is offering Bexley
students a block of rooms in the

en to Bexley residents. I really wanted to try and find a group of rooms
that we could offer, as it is important
to try and keep as many groups of
friends together as possible.”
Like several other MIT dorms,
Next House had already been slated
to increase its capacity next year by
turning some doubles into triples.
Hunter said that Next House could
“easily” add 23 students, with another 13 possible if MIT Housing
asked upperclassmen to move to
generate more space.
While New House also offered a
block for Bexley students, the housing chair explained that the unique
admissions process of the cultural

This space donated by The Tech

houses complicated the process.
“We offered 1 room for each
house, accommodating 10 Bexley
residents in total throughout the entire building,” said Melody G. Liu ’16,
the New House housing chair. “We
also offered up a block of 10 rooms in
Desmond (House 5) and a few rooms
in some of the cultural houses, but
we emphasized that we would take
10 rooms total throughout all of New
House. If Bexley students would like
to move into a cultural house, they
would need to agree to the conditions of living in a cultural house.”
Senior House co-housing chair
Laura Y. Zhang ’15 said that she sent
Housing a list of around 22 rooms,
or half of the second floor, that were
available for current Bexley residents. “A lot of seniors were moving out anyway; it was going to be
pretty empty in the fall,” she said. “I
just hope for a surprising and wonderful outcome out of this mess of a
situation.”

Resident responses
Some residents from other
dorms have expressed sympathy
toward the plight of Bexley students
and plan to welcome them into their
dorm’s culture next year.
“I have absolutely no concerns
about Bexley residents moving into
Next House,” said Hunter. “In discussions I’ve had with fellow Next
House residents, all sympathize
with the Bexley residents, and would
welcome any additions to the Next
House community with open arms.”
Other residents are less sure
about the effect that an influx of
Bexley students could have on their
dorm culture.
“Speaking personally and not in
my capacity as RAC (Rooming Assignment Chair), I side with many of
the residents in wishing that more
effort was being put into finding a
solution that would keep everyone
together, rather than this process
that’s disruptive for everyone,” said
Roberts. “On the other hand, I think
it will have a positive impact on BC’s
culture. Some people are hesitant
about what it means for floor cultures to have that large of a group
moving in at once, as well as having
fewer freshmen next year, but most
people are really supportive and understanding about the fact that, you
know, people are losing their home
and their community.”
According to a timeline provided to the housemasters of each
dorm, lottery results will come out
May 15 for Bexley students.
“I have been incredibly impressed in the manner that the MIT
dorm community has come together to support Bexley during this
challenging time,” said Hunter.
See related content for this article at tech.mit.edu/V133/N26/
bexley.html for the letters between
Bexley residents and members of the
administration.

MIT ONLINE SUBJECT EVALUATIONS ARE NOW OPEN
Evaluate subjects and teachers through Monday, May 20 at 9am

web.mit.edu/subjectevaluation
View past evaluation results:

web.mit.edu/subjectevaluation/results.html
ALL FEEDBACK IS READ AND VALUED... especially your written comments!
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FANDOM
It’s difficult to separate the concept of nerdiness from MIT.
The Coop sells stickers that say Nerd Pride, our mascot is the
beaver (nature’s engineer), and Conan O’Brien pokes fun at
MIT’s nerdiness on his Twitter.
But is the Institute truly a nerdy place?
The Tech surveyed the undergraduate population of MIT to
settle this question. 1402 students — 31 percent of the undergraduate body — responded.
76 percent of students surveyed
% of students
identified their high school stereo- identified as a nerd
type as “nerd,” but are they really?
47 percent of MIT has seen every
% as preps
episode of Star Wars. Only 8 percent
% as jocks
watch anime, and 12 percent read
comic books/manga, but the entire
school (like much of the world) seems to adore Harry Potter.
To limit the breadth of our special, we kept the scope of our
survey to media related fandoms like books, television, movies,
and video games. We excluded sports and music since both
categories are enormous and could merit their own surveys.
We were interested in examining whether or not the stereotype of MIT as a nerd haven is true to life. In the following
pages, you’ll find data from our survey, a spotlight of fandombased groups at MIT, and an interview with a Comparative Media Studies lecturer about fandoms. Featured are members of
our community who shed their Brass Rats to don costumes and
become someone else — to cosplay. We spoke with a variety
of students about their favorite things, and polled the average
American using Mechanical Turk to reveal what their perceptions of MIT are for comparison.
So is MIT truly the home of the Nerdy? It’s up to you to see
the data and decide for yourself! Please write to us with your
thoughts at surveys@tech.mit.edu and may the Force be with
you as you embark on the summer!

76

10
8

Coordinators
Jessica J. Pourian ’13
Connor Kirschbaum ’13
Editors
Anne Cai ’14
Kali Xu ’15
Jacob Austin-Breneman ’13
Production
Judy Hsiang ’12
Aislyn Schalck ’13
Annia Pan ’15

—Jessica J. Pourian ’13 and Connor Kirschbaum ’13
Contributing Editors
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Cosplay, from Page 10
While costumes aren’t required
for con attendance, once you cosplay once it’s difficult to go back to
normal attire, the cosplayers said.
“It feels kind of weird to be at
one of these conventions and NOT
be in costume,” Brian Chan ’02, an
instructor at the MIT Hobby Shop,
said.

Picking a character
With thousands of fictional characters to choose from, cosplayers
tend to gravitate towards their favorite characters, and those who
would be fun to act out.
“I choose from things I’m really
invested in because that will probably transfer over to the costume,”
said Waln, who adored the Assassin’s Creed games. “Doing costumes
take a really long time, and you have
to want to be making it.”

Time to pretend

The Tech takes an inside look at cosplaying at MIT —
how students take their engineering skills and apply
them to crafting the perfect costume.
By Jessica J. Pourian
contributing editor

30 percent of MIT students who
responded to The Tech’s survey
(427 people) have dressed up as a
character from Harry Potter, Firefly, Star Trek, Star Wars, or Lord of
the Rings. While many of this number are very likely casual fans who
threw on a Gryffindor scarf to see
the premiere of The Deathly Hallows, hidden within this statistic is
a number of devoted MIT students
who take costumes to the next level
— cosplayers.
Participants in cosplay, which is
short for “costume play,” represent
fictional characters or ideas through
costumes and accessories. Cosplay

is a popular art at conventions and
festivals.
MIT has a fair share of cosplayers in its student body. They’ve cosplayed as everything from Harry
Potter and Doctor Who (the 11th!)
to a variety of Pokémon (Raichu,
the Eeveelutions etc.) ,to anime
(Neon Genesis Evangelion is a popular choice) and video game (Team
Fortress 2 and Zelda among others) characters. Some students have
also dressed as superheroes (Marvel Universe) and characters from
My Little Pony: Friendship is Magic
(Twilight Sparkle).

MIT-cosplay balance
How can you balance the extensive process of costume-making

with being a full-time student at
MIT?
“It’s difficult,” laughed Michael
Ahearn ’13, who has cosplayed as
a number of Homestuck characters
as well as the protagonist of the
Playstation 3 hit Journey. “Basically
if I’m working on a cosplay and it’s
close to the deadline I almost perceive it as another due date along
with my homework and stuff.”
Victoria Vega ’13, who has cosplayed as Zelda from The Legend
of Zelda among other things, mentioned that part of her family’s hesitation about her hobby stemmed
from worry over schoolwork life
balance. “They are all pretty adamant about me not sewing until I
graduate because they want me to

pass my classes,” Vega said. But for
the most part “as long as it doesn’t
interfere with [my] studies,” it seems
to be fine.
Vega’s parents aren’t the only
ones who see cosplay as an odd use
of their children’s time.
“My parents see it as a time sink,”
said Helena Wang ’15, whose favorite cosplay is Zer0 from Borderlands
2, “But they bug me for pictures
afterwards, so they’re supportive
because they know it’s something I
enjoy participating it.”
“My parents were not incredibly
supportive,” Alyssa Waln ’16 (who
is Ezio from the Assassin’s Creed
games in the accompany photograph displayed here) said, “They
thought this was a strange hobby for
a kid to have.”
But Alyssa’s parents changed
their mind pretty soon after college application season. A common
question during MIT admissions interviews is what you do in your spare
time, and Waln took the opportunity to discuss cosplay. After she
received her acceptance letter Waln
says she got an email from Chris Peterson in the admissions office. “He
said I liked your cosplay video game
stuff and I think you’ll find a place at
MIT,” Waln remembers. “I showed
that to my parents and they were ok
with it,” she laughed.

Intro to Cosplay
After being into anime for a
while, Arianna McQuillen ’15 discovered there is more to being a
fan than just looking at artwork. “I
thought [cosplay] was a promotional thing” at first, she said, “But then
I realized it was people doing it in
their free time.”
Most MIT students who cosplay
started with the hobby while they
were in high school. They discovered it through the Internet, friends,
or just expanded their love of Halloween into a full-time craft.
“Junior year sucked,” recalls
Waln. “I was really busy all the time,

paula jacobs

Paula Jacobs ’13 as a gijinka Twilight
Sparkle from My Little Pony.

stressed out with school. Costuming
was my way of de-stressing.”
Both Waln and Vega got into costuming because of their mothers.
Waln’s mother taught her to sew in
the 7th grade, and she’s been making her own costumes ever since.

“I’ve stayed away
from too many
human characters.
…Pokémon are
safe because
there’s no ‘you’re
not accurate
because you’re
black.’”

michael ahearn

Michael J. Ahearn ’13 as David Sprite from the series Homestuck.

“I think it would
be a shame
if none of the
best Iron Man
costumes came
out of MIT.”

Creation of a costume
Cosplayers typically plan the
costumes for a convention far in
advance of the event. Designing a
costume can take anywhere from a
week to six months to a year.
The worst night? The cosplayers
all agree — right before the con.
“Most of the work is done the
night before,” said Paula Jacobs ’13.
“I was practically tooling to get
the Journey costume done,” Ahearn
mused. “It’s Parkinson’s Law —
work expands to fill the time to allot
its completion.”
Creating a costume isn’t cheap,
either. Cost for a single character
can range drastically. Some costumes can be assembled for free
from the right selection of items
from a cosplayer’s current closet
and a good touch of makeup, while
the price of materials for others can
be extremely expensive.
Vega compared the “work/
sleep/friends” question students often struggle with to a typical crafting
problem that cosplayers face.
“You can have it cheap, you can
have it well made, or you can have
it now,” she said. The three factors
need to be taken into consideration
when designing a costume.

Waln’s Ezio costume cost her
$200 and six months of work. Chan
said that most of his costumes are
a few hundred dollars, “if [he] budgets well.” Chan saves money by
reusing materials — his Iron Man
costume has parts that are made
from soda cans and scraps from the
Hobby Shop.
You can find costume parts in
surprising places, said a number
of the cosplayers. Thrift shops are
an excellent resource, as are dollar
stores and office supply stores. The
Internet serves as an excellent resource for ideas.
“The Internet is awesome for tutorials. Chances are, if you want to

make something, someone else has
already made something a lot like
it.” Vega said.
“Everyday office supplies,” can
be incredibly useful said Waln. She
made the hidden blades for her Ezio
costume out of “paper, popsicle
sticks, a little bit of epoxy putty, rubber bands, and paper clips.”
Other skills can play a role in
saving money for a costume. “If you
put a lot of care into painting things,
you can get a pretty good result,”
said Vega. “Little things go a long
way.”
Unsurprisingly, the primary tool
of choice for cosplayers is a sewing
machine. Whether it’s their moth-

Where does MIT cosplay?
What’s the most popular destination for your average MIT cosplayer? The local conventions are where
most of them start — PAX East and
Anime Boston, which are both
held in Boston in the spring. Waln
has ventured to Fanime in San Joe,
McQuillen to Otakon in Baltimore,
Wang to New York Comic-Con.
“Anime conventions are interesting because they are technically
anime conventions but if you’re in
costume … it’s not limited to just
anime. It’s a lot more broad than the
name would suggest,” Waln said.
Cosplay, Page 11

Potter character

paula jacobs

Wang also chooses her costumes
based on how comfortable she feels
playing a character for a long period
of time.
“While I’d be able to pull off
a Sailor Scout costume based on
looks,” Wang said, “I’d much rather
walk around as Surge [from X-Men]
because I’m more comfortable with
the character, fandom, and outfit.”
“I generally like to pick something I already have the hair for,”
added Waln, “I can’t stand wearing
wigs, they itch SO BAD.”
Sometimes physical appearance
can act as a barrier — “There aren’t
that many fictional characters of
color,” said Jacobs, who is planning to do a Storm (from X-Men)
costume soon. “I’ve stayed away
from too many human characters
because of that. Pokémon are safe
because there’s no ‘you’re not accurate because you’re black.’”
Jacobs says that she hasn’t personally had any of these types of
experiences since she’s avoided
dressing in a way that could put her
in that position. “I’ve seen it happen

to other cosplayers online,”
she said.
Wang is aware of this issue
as well, and is planning for her next
costume to be a Daft Punk / Tron
Legacy crossover. “I’m going to
continue cosplaying androgynous/
desexualized/masked characters;
there’s a different convention experience under the helmet.”
Others are fans of gijinka, a cosplay style where you anthropomorphize a character and represent it without actually being the
character.
“You can’t dress up as Pokémon
without suits, and that’s a whole
different world,” said Vega, whose
Glaceon outfit was an example of
gijinka.
Gijinka can make it easy to go in
a group. Jacobs, Vega, and Arianna
all dressed as Eeveelutions when attending Anime Boston.
“I like to costume in groups,” Jacobs said. “That’s why Pokémon is
usually a good idea, there are lots of
options for everybody.” Jacobs has
also cosplayed in a group as Twilight Sparkle (from My Little Pony).
“Cosplaying alone is awkward,”
she said, “especially on the T. If
you’re by yourself, people start
staring.”

Ahearn was introduced to the
idea of cosplaying by his girlfriend:
“I was sort of leery of the concept
as being an extreme introvert,” he
said, but a friend who was also into
the hobby encouraged him. “It was
clear a lot of fun things happened
at cons. It sounded extremely scary,
but also a lot of fun.”

25% of MIT has dressed as a Harry
Arianna E. McQuillen ’15 as a gijinka
Eevee at Anime Boston last year.

“Cosplaying alone
is awkward.
Especially on
the T. If you’re by
yourself, people
start staring.”



8% as a Star Trek or Star Wars character

tessa cheng

Alyssa Waln ’16 as Ezio from the Assassin’s Creed video game series. This
picture was taken at Stanford University.

“At the end of the day, that’s what it is.
It is designing and building things.”
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Iron Man
at the
Institute
One of the interesting costumes we came across was an
Iron Man suit created by Brian
Chan ’02, an instructor at the
MIT hobby shop. “I like Iron
Man because it has a good story of a self-made super hero,”
he said, “Also, in the series,
Tony Stark is an MIT Alum, so
I think it would be a shame if
none of the best Iron Man costumes came out of MIT.”
Chan’s costume is not only
visually appealing, but it is
a functioning piece of engineering. It is “made from a big
combination of old-school and
modern methods,” Chan said.
After sketching the costume and modeling it virtually, Chan 3D printed the gloves
using shapeways.com and the
facilities at the Hobby shop.
He waterjet-cut and laser-cut
many of the panels and CNCmilled the others.
“Even with all the tech, I
have to put a lot of handcrafting time into the costumes,
with carving, filing, and sewing the components that
couldn’t quite be made by
machine.”
All the lights on the costume are hand-soldered, he
said.

er’s machine or one that belongs to
the dorm, the classic item is still the
best way to make costumes.
But fabric and fortunate finds
in the dollar store aren’t the only
thing you need to cosplay — sometimes more expensive materials are
needed.
“Different materials you have
to deal with in different ways,” said
Waln. She rotated between foam,
plastics, wood, and a variety of
other methods to complete her Ezio
costume.

Engineering
One of the delights of cosplaying
working through design difficulties.
How can you hide things effectively
within a costume? What’s the best
way to make a prop?
“Cosplay is an engineering problem,” Ahearn said.
In that vein, MIT offers a number of resources that can be helpful
to students looking to cosplay. The
waterjet and laser cutters scattered
across campus (though they require
the proper safety training!) are tools
that can be used to make authentic
costumes. As for workspaces, the
MIT Hobby Shop has classes where
students can learn metal and wood
working, and MITERS offers an EE
lab. Trying to craft a costume alone
in a dormitory can be difficult.
“I’ve definitely upset the members of my common area before,”
said Vega, who lives in Random
Hall. “If I have balls of yarn flying
everywhere” it’s not appreciated.
Waln explained that the hidden
blades for the Ezio costume were
one of the most difficult things to
pull off, especially considering the
constraints against weapons when
going to conventions. It “went
through ten, fifteen different iterations trying to make it work correctly” (the blades were meant to be
mobile).
“That was a lot of fun actually. It’s
something I’m interested in doing
here,” she said. “The idea of prototype, try it fail, try it fail, try it fail…”
For the cosplayers of MIT, costuming creatively engages their
critical thinking and engineering
skills.
“I want to build a thing. I love
designing things,” said Waln. “At the
end of the day, that’s what it is. It is
designing and building things.”

FANDOM
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VS
OVERALL, MIT STUDENTS PREFER

STAR WARS TO STAR TREK

BY THE NUMBERS

KIRK
WAS THE CAPTAIN
OF CHOICE FOR

55%

What do students do when they’re not psetting? The Tech surveyed 1,402 undergraduate students to discover what was popular across campus. Perhaps unsurprisingly, Harry Potter has the
biggest following at the Institute. Potter was most popular in
both our free response and in our ratings section — 75 percent
of students have read all of the books and 71 percent have seen
all the films. A selection of the most interesting data from our
survey is presented here. Not seeing a statistic you were interested in? Send us an email at surveys@tech.mit.edu.
“I consider myself a serious…”
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12%

11%

10%
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WEBCOMIC
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GAMER

OF RESPONDANTS
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WARS
0
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“How do you feel about the following titles? (1 = Hate it, 5 = Love it)”

COURSE 1

93%

21%

COURSE 18

BUT TREKKIES PREVAIL
IN CERTAIN COMMUNITIES

COURSE 9

92%

20%

COURSE 16

18%

COURSE 3

AND THE ONLY MIT MAJOR

CAME IN SECOND, WITH

36%

ON TEAM STAR TREK...
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OF RESPONDANTS
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MANGA
READER

THEATER-GOER
(LIVE)

ANIME
WATCHER

COMIC BOOK
READER

Avengers • Batman • Call of Duty • Colbert Report • Daily Show • Disney • Doctor
Who • Family Guy • Firefly • Game of Thrones • Halo • Harry Potter • Hunger Games
James Bond • Lord of the Rings • Minecraft • Monty Python • Oprah • Pokemon
Portal • South Park • Star Trek • Star Wars • Starcraft • The Office • The Simpsons
Twilight • Walking Dead • World of Warcraft • Zelda
“How do you feel about the following titles? (1 = Hate it, 5 = Love it)”

(1072 respondents)

(To arrive at these thirty titles, we ran a Mechanical Turk study to determine which shows, games, and movies were percieved as having the biggest fandoms)
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CHARIZARD

87
PIKACHU

67
CHARMANDER

4

65
EEVEE

5
6

The first Pokémon
game was released in
1999, when today’s MIT
undergraduates were, on
average, 6 years old.

63
SQUIRTLE

FAVORITE POKEMON’S
EVOLUTION STAGE
BY GENDER

39

56%

MEW

7

37

44%

DRAGONITE

8

55%

33

9
BLASTOISE

10

Early stages

24
NINETALES

Final stage

Women prefer Pokémon in early evolutionary stages, such as Eevee and
Ivysaur. Men prefer final-stage Pokémon like Charizard.

85%

OF STUDENTS HAVE SEEN
ALL SIX STAR WARS FILMS
READ STAR WARS SPINOFFS
AND FAN-FICTION

HARRY POTTER IS THE MOST
POPULAR FANDOM @ MIT
WHERE WOULD MIT UNDERGRADS PLACE THEMSELVES IN HOGWARTS?

45% RAVENCLAW
MOST COMMON IN...

RANDOM HALL (60%) and BURTON CONNER (52%)

31% GRYFFINDOR
MOST COMMON IN...

BAKER HOUSE (51%) and FRATS (44%)

37% of respondEnts rated all four of these titles as 4 or 5 on a five-point scale

14% SLYTHERIN

WHAT DOES MIT NOT LIKE?

MOST COMMON IN...

Twilight.

EAST CAMPUS (26%) and SIMMONS HALL (19%)

WHAT ABOUT THE THINGS WE DIDN’T LIST?

10% HUFFLEPUFF

RESPONDENTS WERE ASKED TO NAME THREE OF THEIR FAVORITE THINGS. WE SAW A LOT OF...

MOST COMMON IN...

ENDER’s GAME, SHERLOCK, AND MODERN FAMILY

According to our Mechanical Turk experiment where we polled 386 Americans on what they thought a typical MIT student enjoyed.
Notably, the answers for Harvard or state university students were extremely similar.

29% of students have read

27

47%
8%

Harry Potter, The Avengers, Lord of the Rings, and Batman

Big Bang theory, game of thrones, walking dead, BREAKING BAD, AND CALL OF DUTY

JIGGLYPUFF

COURSE 2

So What does MIT LIKE?

What does the average American think is popular at MIT?
45%

IS STRONG IN SOME MAJORS

5

RANDOM HALL, SENIOR HOUSE,
EAST CAMPUS, AND MCCORMICK HALL
RATE STAR TREK ABOVE STAR WARS

PICARD

BUT THE DARK SIDE

THE LIGHT SIDE

3.76

MIT’S FAVORITE
ORIGINAL POKÉMON

1

MIT LARGELY PREFERS

WE ASKED MIT STUDENTS TO RATE 30 TITLES
3%

MOVIE-GOER

The Tech 13

THE LORD OF THE RINGS

57% HAVE SEEN ALL THE MOVIES

MCCORMICK HALL (16%) and NEXT HOUSE (16%)
Random Hall
Burton Conner
Next House
Sorority
East Campus
Senior House
MacGregor House
Grand Total
Off Campus
McCormick Hall
Simmons Hall
ILG
Maseeh Hall
New House
Fraternity
Bexley Hall
Baker House
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Fandom in student groups

By Jessica J. Pourian
contributing editor

MIT Quidditch

Members: About 8.
What is it?: The Quidditch team plays Quidditch, the fictional game from Harry Potter. The game is played on a field, with players holding brooms between their
legs. The snitch is a cross country runner and bludgers are dodgeballs. Except for
the lack of flying, the rules are nearly the same as they are in the book.
The MIT Quidditch team is part of the International Quidditch Association,
said Chinua “Chewy’ Shaw ’13, a chaser and captain of the team. The team was
recognized by the ASA in fall of 2009, and has since been competing with other
local schools like Harvard, Bostun University, and Tufts.
“We are kind of a lower key team,” Shaw said, “We just practice a few hours
every week.” Practices are 2-3 hours each week, on Briggs Field and games occur
about once a month.
Popular Fandoms: Unsurprisingly, Harry Potter is enormously popular within
the team. Though most people are HP fans, “There are a couple people who aren’t
but thought it’d be a crazy thing to try out,” Shaw said.
Contact: quidditch-execs@mit.edu

The Assassin’s Guild

omari stephens—The Tech

MIT Science Fiction Society

Members: 200–300 officially, about 0–15
attend any given meeting.
Office location: W20-473
What is it?: “We’re not fans, we just read
the stuff” is one of the mottos of MITSFS.
Housing the world’s largest collection of science fiction and fantasy, MITSFS has over
65,000 titles in their library (and more copies
of books located off-site). They have everything from Asimov to the most recent sci-fi
novels — most of the club’s money goes towards buying books.
MIT community members pay $11–15 a
year for a subscription to the library, and can

Anime Club

Members: Showing attendance of 30–40,
over 100 Library members.
Office Location: W20-445
What is it?: The mainstay of the club is the
weekly anime showings in 3-133, which are
open to the MIT community. To mix it up, the
club often hosts other events like a movie or
karaoke night, game night, or barbecue.
The club maintains a large library that
members can access for a small fee ($5 a semester for students). The library includes a
large collection of manga (Japanese comic
books) and DVDs of anime.
Popular Fandoms: The interests of the
anime club are very diverse. “Everyone has

check out any book they like. In addition to
serving as a library, MITSFS invites authors
to speak. Recent guests have included John
Scalzi and Charles Stross.
Popular fandoms: “In regards to fandoms,
we declare ourselves not fans,” said Alex
Westbrook ’13, former Skinner (president) of
MITSFS. “We have novels based on a lot of
fan things … people generally read what they
want to read.”
Thoughts on the survey: It’d “be interesting to see if we could ask everyone [about scifi]” Westbrook said, “To see what percentage
of MIT is actually interested in that stuff.”
Contact: mitsfs@mit.edu

their preference,” said James A. Duyck ’14, club
president.
“It really depends on what you like already,”
said Steve Powell ’14, “There’s such a diversity
of different types of genres that are represented by anime.”
Though it’s difficult to suggest one anime
for everyone, the club members recommended Hayao Miyazaki movies to start for the anime novice.
Thoughts on the survey: Approximately 7
percent of MIT students identified themselves
as serious anime fans on our survey. “I’m not
surprised,” Duyck said, “That seems about
right. ”
Contact: anime-inquiry@mit.edu

Members: 100–200 (“that’s counting people who don’t play very often”).
What is it?: “The Assassin’s Guild runs live action roleplay games,” said Alex
Westbrook ’13, who served as the Secretary of the Exchequer (treasurer) of the
Guild last year. “LARP is where people act out various roles in a set them. You pretend to be a character that’s given to you and it’s like acting, but without a script.”
It is similar to a game of Dungeons and Dragons, but live action. Concerns about
keeping a straight face shouldn’t deter anyone from joining, Westbrook said.
“People do break character so don’t feel nervous!” she assured.
Game length varies — some are 10 days and have 60–70 players, but there are
also 3-days and 1-days.
Asked if anyone cosplays for games, Westbrook replied, “Sometimes people
do dress up. There’s a wide variety, some people will go extremely dressed up,
some people will go in what they came from work. There’s no requirement that
you dress up.”
Popular Fandoms: The Guild hosted a Harry Potter inspired game during IAP
of 2011 and had a Team Fortress 2 game recently, but they mostly stick to their
own storylines. However, Westbrook hinted that there are plans for a Firefly game
sometime in the near future.
Contact: high-council@mit.edu
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The Anime Club has an extensive library on the fourth floor of the Student Center.

Fandoms, the Internet, and Harry Potter

An interview with Flourish Klink, co-founder of FictionAlley and CMS lecturer
By Deena Wang
associate campus life editor

Flourish M. Klink, a lecturer in MIT’s Comparative Media Studies (CMS) program, has built a life
around fandoms. After running her own Harry
Potter fansite and being on staff at Fanfiction.net,
at age 13, Klink co-founded the Harry Potter fanfiction website FictionAlley with nine others. FictionAlley was “incorporated as an educational nonprofit with the mission of helping people learn to
write through fanfiction,” said Klink, and it was one
of the first fanfiction forums on the Internet that
made writing improvement a site-wide mission.
The Tech: Could you tell us a little bit [about]
how you first got involved in fandom?
Flourish Klink: I was very into The X-Files when
I was a kid. At the time, it was the late 90s … I think
it’s fair to say that it’s the first fandom that primarily
existed on the Internet. So I was a kid, I had Internet access, I spent a lot of time searching online for
things I liked. I found X-Files fandom.
I realized pretty quickly that on the Internet, no
one knows you’re a dog, so it didn’t matter that I
was 10. As long as I had good grammar, people
would talk to me, which was great. So when Harry
Potter came out, I got really obsessed with it. Since
I had found there was a community for The X-Files,
it seemed like there must be such a thing for Harry
Potter also. There wasn’t, so I made a website for it
and met with the one other person who had a website about it at the time.
TT: You’re currently a lecturer in CMS, and you
wrote your Master’s thesis on fandoms. Could you
tell me a little about how your experience in fandom has affected your career path?
FK: So I do lecture in CMS, but that’s not really
my career. Most of my work is working for a [transmedia storytelling] company called The Alchemists, for which I’m the chief participation officer,
which means I take care of questions about fans

and fandoms.
It’s easy to internalize this idea of The Author
or what’s valid or what’s good or what’s important,
and I really got caught up in that. It took me until
my senior year of college to realize I was very interested in the [religion degree] I was studying, but
part of why I was studying it was because I couldn’t
envision a world in which I could talk about fandom and anybody would take me seriously. I had
known Henry [Jenkins, former Co-Director of the
MIT Comparative Media Studies program] from
when he was doing research for his book Convergence Culture. I was one of his informants. I called
him up and said “Okay, I think I might want to go
to grad school,” and he said “okay, why don’t you
come to grad school at MIT?” I only applied here
and nowhere else, and I came, and coming here
was how I met people at the Alchemists.
For that company now, I do research on different fan cultures we’re working with and I also write
what is essentially fanfiction. At least, it’s not fanfiction because it’s “canonical” but I write transmedia
extensions. For instance, [for] a recent CW Television show, I ran the tumblr account of one of the
characters, and responded to people, and kept it
populated.
TT: You wrote a Master’s thesis on the topic
of how people within fandom use humorous and
dramatic images and videos to criticize the original
work in an accessible way. What insights have you
gained into the nature of fandom because of your
research?
FK: Well, I think to some degree the word fan
is, I’m not sure I would say the word is a misleading one. I have spent many years of my life involved
in Harry Potter fandom, and it’s certainly affected
my life more than any other story, but I actually
have a lot of problems with the last three books. I
strongly dislike the last Harry Potter book. I got so
mad when I read it. I thought it was terrible, but
that doesn’t change the fact that I’m involved with

thinking about it, and I think it’s a really interesting
series despite being something that I sort of hate in
the end.
I want to keep being involved in the community
and talking about it and thinking about it in different ways, and using it as a tool to think about the
world around me, a way to talk to people about
important issues, whatever. When you say you’re
a fan, that kind of engagement isn’t included, and
people don’t think of it. And that’s really about
what my thesis was about. I was using to some
degree the idea of humor as a way in, the idea of
humor and anti-fandom as a way of saying there’s
also more complex ideas that you can have. I mean
yes, anti-fandom is one thing because people are
anti-fans and they behave in ways a lot like fans
except they hate the thing, but there’s also this
whole world of gradations of feelings about it.
These things have been talked about plenty in the
literature on fandom, but the terms of the discussion are not built to include them. … We don’t have
a word for people who are still deeply emotionally
invested, but maybe not always in a positive way.
And that limits the way people can think about
their audiences.
TT: What directions do you see fandom going
in the future?
FK: I think there’s a lot of things that have
changed since fandom moved off of LiveJournal
and on to Tumblr. For about 10 years, fandom was
really centered about LiveJournal. Moving to Tumblr has made a lot of changes in terms of how you
get involved in fandoms, and how you can build
communities or not. I think that fandom has become a lot more decentralized and there’s less of
an emphasis on fanfiction now than there ever has
been, and more of an emphasis on GIFs, on a lot
more visual stuff. GIFs get a lot more traction because you’ve got a way to propagate images a lot
more easily.
In the long-term, I’m a little concerned about
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that, and that’s mostly because I think there’s a
lot of stuff that will be lost. Tumblr is not always
the most reliable service in terms of storing your
[stuff]. In certain ways, a GIF can never die because
if you delete it, the people who re-blogged it still
have it, but where does Tumblr make their money?
I don’t know. I understood how LiveJournal made
its money, but I don’t know how Tumblr does, and
I don’t know if it’s going to shut down, or what’s going to happen.
We’ve already seen this happen with Delicious,
which used to be a center of fanfiction recommendations and fanfiction links. Delicious shut
down, it was bought, and it was gutted. And now,
many, many years of fanfiction links and probably
the best way to find fanfiction online, gone. I don’t
know what’s next, and I think it’s a mistake to think
[people will] turn away from this idea of casually
propagating GIFs, or whatever they’ve got, because
I think it’s too exciting, it’s too great. I don’t know
if in 10 years, we’ll be able to look back on it and
have the same kind of record of what’s happening
right now, and I don’t know whether we’ll continue
to see organizations forming in the same way they
used to do. Something new may come up, something new may appear, but I don’t know what that
is yet.
For the full interview, check The Tech’s website.
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Tastes
at MIT
By Kali Xu
Campus Life Editor

What kind of thing does the
average student like? The average professor? The Tech polled
a random sampling of students
and professors to find out!

C. J. Munroe ’14, Course 2, Next
If you could meet one fictional character, who would
it be?
Harry Potter — just the
first thing that came to mind.
Favorite movie, TV show,
book, or video game.
Video game: Super Smash,
movie: Lord of the Rings trilogy, book: Harry Potter and
the Goblet of Fire, TV show:
Everybody Hates Chris.
What was your high school
stereotype?

I was known as a smart
person. That’s about what I
was known as.
What do you think is the
most popular TV show at
MIT?
I don’t even know. It
could be one of a few things.
I know a lot of people
watch Game of Thrones, I
know there are people who
watch Doctor Who. It’s also
changed while I’ve been
here. I know people used to
watch Glee. I don’t think they

What was your high school stereotype?
I guess I was a nerd.

What do you think of MIT’s tastes? From our

If you could meet one fictional character, who
would it be?
Jay Gatsby.
Favorite movie, TV show, book, or video game.
Definitely Sims for PC. And Super Smash for any
other console. I really like She’s the Man. And TV
show, The Office.
What was your high school stereotype?
Late!
What do you think is the most popular TV show at MIT?
How I Met Your Mother. I hear everyone talk about How I Met Your Mother.
How often do you watch TV?
During the semester, probably once a month, if that, but I usually catch up
over the summer.

Matthew Vander Heiden, Course 7 professor
Favorite TV show?
It depends on my mood. When I
have time to watch TV, which is a bigger
issue, sometimes I watch a half-hour
comedy, sometimes I watch whatever’s
on. There’s no rhyme or reason to it.
I guess I like watching football. I like
watching Spongebob with my kids —
Spongebob’s legit. It’s really good, it reminds me of the Looney Tunes cartoons
when I was growing up, it has something there for everybody.
I can tell you what I don’t like. I can’t
stand reality TV. But on the other hand I
don’t like really artsy stuff either.
I’m actually really appreciative of
pop culture. But there’s certain aspects
of it I don’t like. I can’t remember the
last time I went to the Kendall Square
theatre, for instance. I’ve been there,
but probably 12 years ago. That’s where
you go to see a “film,” if you want to see
something with subtitles and a beret.

survey data, Harry Potter, Lord of the Rings,
and Game of Thrones are the most popular
series, followed by Doctor Who, Sherlock,
and Pokemon.
I would never want to see any of these
movies.
Enter ten professor’s offices (choose
at random). That’s the average MIT taste!
Come see my office or see the office of the
provost!

Tori M. Jensen ’16, Course 2, Maseeh

What was your high school
stereotype?
Not sure — probably preppy.

How often do you watch TV?
4 hours a week.

If you could meet one fictional character,
who would it be?
Harry Potter.

Favorite TV show?
The NBC News at 6:30

Favorite movie, TV show, book,
or video game.
Suits.

What do you think is the most
popular TV show at MIT?
Game of Thrones.

Juanita Ballesteros ’15,
Course 4, Burton-Conner

Walter Lewin, Course 8 professor

Favorite book?
For the Love of Physics (by Walter Lewin)

If you could meet one fictional
character, who would it be?
Blair Waldorf (from Gossip
Girl).

How often do you watch TV?
Not often. If there’s
sports on I might watch a little bit. I don’t usually watch
TV shows.

Favorite movie, TV show, book, or video
game.
Book: 100 Years of Solitude.

Favorite movie?
Les Enfants du Paradis

Amie J. Guo ’14,
Course 14/15, Baker

do that much anymore.

The movies I do watch are almost always mainstream movies.
Favorite movie?
That also depends on the genre.
Favorite comedy, for a while I really
liked Old School. More recently, I liked
the first Hangover, and the other ones
weren’t as good. I don’t get to watch a
lot of movies, but it’s very random, because I have kids, so I watch Disney and
Pixar movies with my kids a lot. I like
Finding Nemo and Wall-E a lot. My favorite one is The Incredibles though.

Gene M. Brown,
Course 7
professor
Favorite TV show?
I don’t really watch TV
shows. I watch baseball and
football games. I like sports.
Favorite movie?
I don’t go to movies. It’s
been so long, I really can’t
think of any.

Favorite book?
I read all kinds of different things, so
I’m not really prone to favorites. I know
I’m not being very helpful.

If you could meet one fictional character, who would it be?
Yossarian (from the book Catch-22).
Seems like a funny guy. I think he and I
would get along; we’re both really paranoid. Sometimes I walk alone at night
and I get scared. I imagine Yossarian’s
the same.
Favorite movie, TV show, book, or video game.
Movie: Crash, book: The Stranger by
Albert Camus, video game: Halo: Reach.
I don’t watch TV.
What was your high school stereotype?
Drug dealer. No, actually, I derived my coolness factor from math competitions,
so that stereotype would be, I dunno, mafia boss.
What do you think is the most popular TV show at MIT?
How I Met Your Mother.
How often do you watch TV?
I don’t watch TV willingly. Unwillingly — one episode a week. Sometimes I try
to get away with half an episode, but people are persistent.

How often do you watch TV?
Twice a week (an hour a week).

Michelle M. Victora ’14,
Course 8, Burton-Conner
If you could meet one
fictional
character,
who would it be?
Batman.
Favorite movie, TV
show, book, or video
game.
The Dark Knight,
Firefly. I like shows that
got canceled prematurely, like Firefly and
Wonderfalls. They’re
like, the underdogs
that didn’t make it. I
feel bad for them.
What was your high school stereotype?
Nerd, but not geek. I hung out with the smart kids, did
well in school, and I was pretty bookish. But everyone knew
that I really liked Batman. People would bring it up and joke
about it, but I wouldn’t say I was a stereotypical comic book
geek. I just liked the movies a lot.
What do you think is the most popular TV show at
MIT?
Game of Thrones.
How often do you watch TV?
Not that often, I just watch movies. See I don’t like TV
because it seems serialized, and then I have to keep up.
Actually, I guess that’s not fair. I watch it over mealtime,
which is the most boring answer ever. But I watch it over
lunch sometimes—Scrubs or Adventure Time or something with no commercials. I hate commercials.

Cory Monroe ’13, Course 6-3,
Sigma Alpha Epsilon

What do you think MIT students like?
I bet it’s the whole gamut. It’s probably as diverse as it could be.

Ofir Nachum ’14, Course 6-3/18, Burton-Conner

What do you think is the most popular
TV show at MIT?
Game of Thrones.

Robert Langer,
Course 10/20
professor
Favorite TV show?
Law & Order
Favorite movie?
Casablanca
Favorite book?
The Last Lone Inventor
(by Evan Schwartz)
What do you think of MIT’s
tastes?
They’re similar to others’.

If you could melet one fictional
character, who would it be?
Randy Marsh (from South Park).
Favorite movie, TV show, book, or
video game.
Super Meat Boy (video game).
What was your high school
stereotype?
Outgoing? I guess that’s not really a stereotype. Social butterfly. Nobody really knew me as like a geek.
What do you think is the most popular TV show at MIT?
How I Met Your Mother.
How often do you watch TV?
I’d say 2 hours a week. Okay, actually I guess 3.

Junot Díaz, Course 21W professor
Favorite TV show?
Currently? Borgen, a Danish series about
the first female prime minister and this
anime called Gargantia that’s currently
streaming in the U.S. Of all time? The Wire.
No question.
Favorite movie?
Central do Brasil.

What do you think of MIT’s tastes? From
our survey data, Harry Potter, Lord of the
Rings, and Game of Thrones are the most
popular series, followed by Doctor Who,
Sherlock, and Pokemon.
Our students are so incredibly diverse —
it’s hard to generalize. I’m incredibly nerdy
so all the nerdy stuff you mention above I’m
into too. Well, except for Pokemon.
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COMMENTS

Nikola Tesla is the beast
and I would go gay for
Tony Stark. End of story.

I would love to know the
percentage of the student
body that reads fanfiction.

WHAT THE HELL.
have stopped watching
them at around the age
of 8 when I realized that
there are far more enlightening and mentally
stimulating things out
there than poor cinematography and completely
repetitive plotlines.

Why are you
assuming that we are
all such giant nerds?
I wrote a diatribe about how
much I hated Pokemon at the age
of 6. I have never seen Star Wars
or read Harry Potter. I didn’t
recognize any of the names from
Firefly. or Star Trek.

Here are the editor’s picks of the 400+
comments from the fandom survey. Have
something you wish was included?
Send us a letter at surveys@tech.mit.edu.

After coming to MIT, I haven’t had much
time to read for fun.. It’s probably my
fault for being involved in too many
things anyways.. but I can’t wait until I
have children.
Because then I could read them all the
books I want to read, using “bedtime
stories” as an excuse.. I just need to
justify to myself that reading fantasy is
beneficial in some way..

LOST IS THE BEST TV SHOW EVER CREATED.

TV shows are
degenerative to
our society and I
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I went to the Hobbit premiere dressed as the
One Ring. I got an inflatable inner tube, covered it in gold paper, and sharpied the elvish
phrase around the outside. It was awesome.

I was hoping this survey would touch upon
the more obscure fandoms, telling people
they are not alone in these fandoms.

WHAT ABOUT BOARD GAMES????

I was so excited to do this survey when I read the description,
and then you entirely dropped the floor beneath me. Dude,
people geek out over board games too.

Do any of us actually have
time to feed our addictions?
I’ve been to most of the Harry
Potter midnight premieres
dressed in costume and it is the
only series I have ever been enthusiastic about.

When I went to Harry Potter World
in Orlando, I cried. Multiple times.
All things Joss Whedon (Buffy, Firefly, and Dr. Horrible are favorites).

Do you think there is
a certifiable ‘nerd’
score?

However, I definitely
enjoyed 50 Shades of Grey.

PICARD DIDN’T NEED A GIRDLE
AND HE’S OLD ENOUGH TO
FATHER KIRK

I think I like Picard more than
Kirk and Janeway because
he’s bald and that makes him
very trustworthy and understanding. I do not know why
this is the case.

I don’t give a shit
about any of these
nerd things...

where are the sports/music
questions??

I’m in the Les Miz fandom!
Don’t forget us theatre geeks!
I don’t know anything about Star Wars, Star
Trek, Firefly, or Lord of the Rings.....I feel like
a bad nerd.

Should have asked more about music
things... most MIT students don’t have time
for shit like watching TV. At least music can
sometimes be experienced while multitasking. I don’t give a shit about pokemon or
firefly, but I’m actually looking forward to the
new Hobbit movie.

Whoever made this survey is a

1st-gen Pokemon supremacist
and should be shanked. Arceus is the
best Pokemon. One does not compete
with God.

I’m mostly Star
Wars, but I also
really Star Trek,
so I don’t get the
tension between
fandoms there...

The Vampire Diaries is like no other. For those
of you who say “Oh, just another thing about
Vampires and Werewolves, lame.”

YOU ARE WRONG.

Some days, I
spend more time
reading fanfiction
than doing work.

The Vampire Diaries is totally 100% badass,
with just the right amount of action and romance. In the first season, one of the main bad
ass vampire characters, Damon Salvatore, is
pictured reading Twilight and saying “...what
the hell is this crap. Vampires don’t sparkle.”

Which label best
describes you in
high school?

My answer:

I don’t go
by labels.

My high school yearbook quote was from Star
Wars.
In hindsight, it was probably not the best choice,
but it’s a great series so
I’m not embarrassed.
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Plans for mixed-use development at intersection of
Mass Ave. and Main St.
Following Normandy Real Estate Partners and Twining Properties’ purchase of properties
formally owned by Kathy Fennell
and the Fennell Property Trust
in January, plans for the area at
the intersection of Mass Ave. and
Main St. will have a general focus
on mixed-use development but
remain unspecific. A joint venture
between Normandy Real Estate
Partners and Twining Properties
bought the parcels, including several parking lots and the former
Quest Diagnostics building, for a
reported $32.4 million. According to Cambridge City Councilor
Kenneth Reeves, the Fennel properties constitute “the largest number of parcels to be sold in Central
Square in a long time.”

By phone, Alex Twining, CEO
of Twining Properties, commented that his objective is to transform the parcels into a mixed-use
development including “residential, retail, hotel, and office
spaces.” “We want to make this a
really exciting new part of Central
Square,” Twining said. “Right now
Central Square gets pretty dead
around the intersection between
Main Street and Mass Ave.,” where
the properties are located.
Before proceeding with any
development plans, Twining
stated that he and his partners
are monitoring the city’s ongoing
discussion of new zoning regulations, which would likely impact
the area surrounding the former
Fennell properties.

Twining
Properties
has
played a significant role in the
development of Kendall Square
as the developer of the Watermark apartments and Broad
Point Canal. Twining is also responsible for starting a retailleasing group, CityRetail, headed
by Jesse Bearkan, which attracted some of the first retailers and
restaurants to Kendall Square including Evoo and Za.
After facing the challenge of
attracting retailers to Kendall
Square, Twining stated, “Central
Square has a lot more to start with
[than Kendall Square]. For us it’s
exciting to do a project in an area
where there is already a lot to
work with.”

—Sara Hess

Do you like telling stories about
your life?

Are you dying to share your latest
discoveries?

Join Campus Life @ The Tech
and share your stories with our
15,000+ readers!
Do you like looking for funny typos?
Do you have a knack for finding mistakes?
The Tech is looking for copy editors!
E-mail join@tech.mit.edu
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SWAPFEST

www.
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NOW the THIRD SUNDAY of EACH MONTH
BARGAIN ELECTRONICS -

ALL SUMMER

COMPUTERS - RADIO PARTS

SOFTWARE - HARDWARE

Sunday May 19th
- Buy Sell Swap -

Albany and Main Streets, Cambridge
TAILGATE ROOM FOR OVER 200 SELLERS
Rain or Shine — Garage Available

BUYERS

$6

$4 with MIT, Harvard STUDENT ID

SELLERS $ 20

FREE!

Buyers Parking

VENDORS
from all of
New England

per space includes 1 admission

Come early for BEST BARGAINS

Sponsored by: W1MX, the MIT Electronics Research Society, W1XM/R
This space donated by The Tech
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Bomb suspect talked of jihad Tsarnaev buried
During Russia visit, Tsarnaev held extremist views
By Ellen Barry
The New York Times

KIZLYAR, Russia — It’s not every
day that a well-dressed American
shows up in this town, where shaggy
cows meander over deeply rutted
roads, so people remember Tamerlan Tsarnaev. Among the things that
made the young visitor stand out,
two acquaintances recalled Thursday, was his avid interest in waging
jihad.
“He already had jihad views
when he came. I think because he
was Chechen, he was rooting for his
homeland,” Zaur M. Zakaryayev, 29,
a member of a Salafi advocacy organization, the Union of the Just, said
Thursday. “When he got here he was
surprised at the conditions. I think
he expected to find a full-fledged
war, that one people was fighting
with another.”
These new accounts out of Kizlyar, where Tsarnaev spent time
with a cousin who is a prominent
Salafi Islamist leader, have begun
to flesh out a picture of what he did
during his six months in Russia last
year.
On Sunday agents from the Federal Security Service, the successor
to the Soviet-era KGB, interrogated
Tsarnaev’s cousin, who is in police
custody, asking whether he had
impressed the young man with “extremist” views, his lawyer said.
The cousin, Magomed Kartashov, told them it was the other way
around. In interviews, several
young men here agreed, saying that
Kartashov had spent hours trying
to stop Tsarnaev from “going to the
forest,” or joining one of the militant
cells scattered throughout the volatile region, locked in low-level guerrilla warfare with the police.

“Magomed explained to him at
length that violent methods are not
right,” Zakaryayev said.
Tsarnaev’s friends in Kizlyar may
be responsible for a crucial change
in his thinking. When he left, he was
no longer focused on the local grievances that fueled the fighting against
the police — but instead broader issues in the Islamic world, including
the effect of U.S. and Russian policy
in the Middle East.
Rasim B. Ibadamov, 30, said by
last summer Tsarnaev was taking
steps that suggested that he had
let go of the idea of joining the underground — for instance, applying to renew his Russian passport.
“What I can say is there was the impression that Tamerlan listened to
Magomed and to some extent, he
changed,” Ibadamov said. “His behavior changed. He started to read
more, and to read different books.
In general, as far as I understand, he
changed his views.”
Tsarnaev’s body was interred
Thursday in an undisclosed location, the police in Worcester, Mass.
said in a statement. The announcement represented an end to a grim
effort to find a place to bury the
bombing suspect, who was shot by
the police and run over by his brother, Dzhokhar, after the two tried to
elude the authorities during a chase
that began April 18.
A long list of cemeteries had refused to accept the body.
“A courageous and compassionate individual came forward to
provide the assistance needed to
properly bury the deceased,” read a
statement published on the police
department’s website.
Tsarnaev’s relationship with
Kartashov, which was first reported
by Time magazine on Wednesday,

may help explain his mentality as he
returned to the United States. Kizlyar
is one of the most dangerous spots
in Dagestan’s insurgency, in which
militants kill scores of policemen every year and counterterrorism raids
can leave neighborhoods in ruins.
Kartashov once served as a police
inspector there, but he left the force
around 10 years ago and has since
become a charismatic Salafi leader.
His group protests police counterterrorism tactics in the region,
which are often brutal, and burned
U.S. and French flags after the release of the anti-Islam YouTube film
“Innocence of Muslims.” The authorities in Dagestan — who monitor legal Salafi organizations for links to
militants — have viewed Kartashov’s
activity with mounting suspicion.
He was arrested two weeks ago, after
police stopped a wedding convoy
that was flying black flags with Arabic phrases.
“To all our questions there was
only one answer: ‚“We only have two
flags — the flag of the Russian Federation, and the flag of the republic
of Dagestan. Do not raise any other
flag,” Ibadamov said. Kartashov now
faces a possible 10-year sentence for
resisting police.
Ibadamov said that Tamerlan
Tsarnaev’s parents had first turned
to Kartashov for counseling during
earlier trips to Russia, and that when
Tsarnaev came to Russia last year
they wanted him to follow suit.
“I understand that they had a
kind of Islamic vacuum,” he said.
“They turned to Magomed as a
knowledgeable person. Magomed
was happy about this; he explained
what Islam was, what his views were.
And the father was complaining that
Tamerlan was sort of a tough kid, a
boxer.”
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Tamerlan Tsarnaev buried in
small Muslim Virginia cemetery
By Jess Bidgood
The New York Times

BOSTON — The mystery surrounding the burial of the body
of Tamerlan Tsarnaev has come
to an end. The Boston Marathon
bombing suspect was buried this
week at a small Muslim cemetery
in Doswell, Va.
According to his death certificate, which was released Friday,
Tsarnaev was buried Thursday at
Al-Barzakh Cemetery, about half
an hour north of Richmond. Officials in Massachusetts had said
the body was moved to a burial
site out of state. But they had refused to disclose where.

Tsarnaev was
buried Thursday
at Al-Barzakh
Cemetery, north
of Richmond.
Tsarnaev was shot by the police and run over by his younger
brother, Dzhokhar, as the two
tried to elude the authorities during a chase that began April 18.
They are believed to have carried out the bombings that killed
three people and wounded more
than 260 on April 15.
His body was claimed by an
uncle, Ruslan Tsarni, about two
weeks later, but it remained at
a funeral home in Worcester,
Mass., for six days, because no
cemetery or host community
could be found that would accept
it.
Martha Mullen followed the
story from her home in Rich-

mond, and asked local religious
leaders if they could think of anywhere Tsarnaev could be laid to
rest.
“Jesus tells us, ‘Love your enemies,’ not to hate them after
they’re dead,” said Mullen, according to a statement provided
by the Islamic Society of Greater
Richmond.
She received an offer from
the Islamic Funeral Services of
Virginia, a small organization
that runs a cemetery with several
dozen plots in Doswell, an unincorporated village with less than
2,000 people that is best-known
as the home of the King’s Dominion theme park. The organization
worked with the Worcester police, the Worcester funeral director, Peter A. Stefan, and Tsarni to
make arrangements.
“We strongly disagree with his
violent actions, but that does not
release us from our obligation
to return his body to the earth,”
said an unnamed official with
the group who was quoted in the
statement.
Tsarnaev’s body was moved
late Wednesday, an official at the
funeral home said.
The burial came as a surprise
to Doswell area officials.
“Caroline County was not
consulted or given any input into
the decision-making process for
determining a burial site for this
individual,” Charles M. Culley Jr.,
the administrator for the county
where the cemetery is, said in a
statement. “We had no advance
notice of the decision and unfortunately learned of the selection of a burial site through the
media.”

SPERM DONORS
Earn up to
per month
Invest minimal time
Make a real difference in the lives of families
Receive free health and genetic screenings

APPLY ONLINE:

SPERMBANK.com
- convenient Cambridge location

MIT Concert Band
Spring Performance
th

Saturday, May 18 at 4pm
in Kresge Auditorium
Free Admission
Will feature works by
Holst, Williams, Hartley, Yang and more
Free dinner following performance!

Play a wind or percussion instrument?
Come join us!
All levels accepted – no auditions required. Come to
rehearsal and introduce yourself!
Sundays 6-8pm and Tuesdays 7-9pm
in W20-407
For more information, email the band officers at
bavicchi-lives@mit.edu

We are a venture-backed startup using neuroscience tools to
develop consumer products that improve cognitive function.
Help us unlock your potential. We are looking for subjects to
participate in an ongoing research project at our site in Boston.
This project will continue throughout the summer.
The details:
•
Two sessions, each lasting one hour
•
Located at The Prudential in Boston
•
Each session includes
•
Non-invasive brain stimulation
•
Biometric assessment
•
Performing computerized tasks & questionnaires
•
You will receive compensation of $50 ($25 per session)

Sign up and learn more at www.neurotrek.com

E-mail info@neurotrek.com if you have any questions
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Cookies with Canines
Study Break
Thursday, May 16, 2–3:30 PM
Hayden Library (14S)

Photo by Christopher Maynor

event

Additional Study Breaks:

Take a break, have a snack, pet a dog,
and de-stress!

Monday, May 20, 2 PM
Dewey Library (E53-100)

The therapy dogs from Dog B.O.N.E.S. will return
to Hayden Library on Thursday, May 16.

Monday, May 20, 2-3:30 PM
Rotch Library (7-238)

Also during finals week, cookies and beverages
will be served at several library locations.

Tuesday, May 21, 2-3:30 PM
Barker Library (10-500)

facebook.com/mitlib

Follow us on Facebook or Twitter for a chance to
win a t-shirt at a study break!

@mitlibraries
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by Jorge Cham

[1203] Time Machines

A

WEBCOMIC OF ROMANCE,
SARCASM, MATH, AND LANGUAGE

by Randall Munroe
‘All time systems nominal T-minus ... ten ... eleven ...’

Saturday Stumper
by Lars G. Doubleday
Solution, page 22
ACROSS
1 Bomber’s remark?
11 Mastermind
15 Concert master
16 Dexterity
17 Second Oscar/Tony/Emmy/
Grammy actress
18 Quote source, for short
19 Lord Grantham alma mater on
Downton Abbey
20 Word starter like ceno21 Got up
23 Alternative to cherry and walnut
25 Spell checkers
26 A lot is used for it
31 Come after
32 Move out
33 Issue, with “out”
36 Blockers’ targets
37 The ultimate in indulgence
40 “By the way . . .”
41 Pizza base, perhaps
43 League
44 Growth metaphor
46 1921 Literature Nobelist
49 Any of the Bee Gees, by birth
51 Sleeve fillers
52 When “Et tu, Brute?” is spoken
53 Rice rival
55 Largest of the Tuscan Archipelago
59 “Aren’t you clever?!”
60 Crawl space?

63 Société d’__ (Canadian Crown
corporation)
64 Not involved at all
65 Hold back
66 Machines that sound like staplers
DOWN
1 Drain
2 Drop
3 __ scratch
4 Parfait layer, often
5 Confine, with “in”
6 Dolphin in the Pro Football Hall of
Fame
7 Exceptional
8 Domino’s topping introduced in ‘07
9 Have the best time
10 Punching bags
11 They’re not quite final
12 Catches
13 Holding
14 Demands
22 Culture Is __ Business (McLuhan
book)
24 PR staff
25 Not together
26 Sand ___
27 Literally, “listen”
28 What Sunshimmer promises
29 Kitchen covering
30 Celebrate
34 Hackman Oscar role

35 __ per centimeter (measure of
surface tension)
38 Snagged
39 Camping gear
42 Butterflies
45 City north of Naples
47 “__ dreaming?”
48 Champagne glasses
49 Incapacitated, in a way

50 Shrewd
53 Leave
54 “We Need a Little Christmas”
singer
56 Given name for many a 49 Across
57 Sound of a broken seal
58 __ Kitchen (organic food brand)
61 Like
62 Home of St. Clair College
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Solution, page 22
2−

336×

14+

[2947]

2−

1

2

48×

56×

12×

75×

7

28+

1

6×

2

8

23+

40×

30×

30×

24×

7

16×

7

1−

4×

80×

3

6

page 22

Instructions: Fill in the grid so that each column and row contains exactly one of each of the
numbers 1–6. Follow the mathematical operations for each box.

Sudoku

Apprentice Techdoku

Solution, page 22

1
8
2
6
3

Solution, page 22

2
2
6
5 1 8
9
4 5
6
8
2 3
9
5 2 7
8
3
1

7

30×

30×

60×

6×

6+

3
24×

4

36×

12×

2÷

2
6

Instructions: Fill in the grid so that each column, row, and 3 by 3 grid contains
exactly one of each of the digits 1 through 9.

1

1

6

30×

30×

120×

Instructions: Fill in the grid so that each column and row contains exactly one of each
of the numbers 1–6. Follow the mathematical operations for each box.

Fun Fun Fun Fun Fun Fun Fun Fun Fun Fun Fun Fun Fun Fun Fun Fun Fun Fun Fun Fun Fun Fun

Master Techdoku
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SMBC, from Page 21

First time logging in? Use your MIT ID as both your log in and password. Follow instructions on the site to change your
password or retrieve lost passwords. Once logged in, make sure and check that your information (i.e. program of study
and graduation date) is correct.
Institute-wide bidding for Sloan (Course 15) subjects*:
th
th
Opens 9:00 AM., Monday, May 13 , 2013
Closes 5:00 PM, Wednesday, May 29 , 2013

Solution to Crossword
from page 20

Section Swap Round for changing sections of pre-enrolled Sloan (Course 15) subjects:
th
st
Opens 9:00 AM, Thursday, July 25 , 2013
Closes 5:00 PM, Thursday, August 1 , 2013
Waitlist Round for closed Sloan (Course 15) subjects:
th
th
Opens 9:00 AM, Monday, August 5 , 2013
Closes 5:00 PM, Wednesday, August 19 , 2013
Please contact Geoff Miskinis (gmmiskin@mit.edu) if you have questions regarding Sloan (Course 15) Course Bidding.
All successful bids will appear on your Fall 2013 online registration form and will be posted on the bidding website as of
th
Monday, August 5 .

Solution to Sudoku
from page 21
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1
8
4
9
2
7
6
5
3

9
3
7
6
5
8
4
1
2

6
2
5
1
3
4
9
8
7

5
9
1
7
6
2
3
4
8

2
7
8
4
9
3
5
6
1

3
4
6
5
8
1
2
7
9

8
6
9
2
1
5
7
3
4

4
1
2
3
7
6
8
9
5

7
5
3
8
4
9
1
2
6

Solution to Master
Techdoku
from page 21

8
6
1
2
3
5
4
7

2
8
3
4
5
7
6
1

1
7
2
3
4
6
5
8

3
1
4
5
6
8
7
2

6
4
7
8
1
3
2
5

4
2
5
6
7
1
8
3

5
3
6
7
8
2
1
4

7
5
8
1
2
4
3
6

Solution to Apprentice
Techdoku
from page 21

5
6
4
2
3
1

6
1
5
3
4
2

1
2
6
4
5
3

3
4
2
6
1
5

4
5
3
1
2
6

Know
something
important we
should write
about?
(We probably
don’t know
about it.)
Let us know.
news@tech.mit.edu

2
3
1
5
6
4
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MIT DanceTroupe — #DTMF
Photos by Nicholas Chornay- The Tech

Members of MIT Dancetroupe perform during a dress rehearsal in little Kresge on Wednesday night. The
spring DanceTroupe Show, #DTMF, ran through Sunday and featured styles ranging from hip hop to contemporary.
1. Cathy J. Cao ’13 (center)
2. Nina Yang ’15
3. Mariana Duran ’13
4. Denise N. Neibloom ’15
5. Kere U. Eke ’15 and Aaron M. Okello ’16

3

4

5

SPortsSportsSportsSportsSportsSportsSportsSportsSports

SportsSportsSports
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Men’s track places NEWMAC All-Conference
8th in NEWMACs 61 MIT athletes selected across 6 Spring sports
ECAC Championships Saturday
By Charlotte Brackett
daper staff

MIT Men’s Track and Field
wrapped up competition at the
New England Outdoor Championships with an
eighth place finish
with 36.50 points
on Saturday. The
Engineers finished
just ahead of New
Hampshire, with 35
points. Southern Connecticut State
came in first place with 159 points.
To kick off the final day, Samuel
G. Parker ’15 ran the 800m, coming
in 14th place with a time of 1:53.43.
In the next event, the 1500m, Justin
L. Bullock ’14 came in 27th with
a 4:11.95. After finishing in third
place in the 400m Hurdles in prelims Friday, Michael S. Kaba ’16
moved onto finals, coming in second place with a time of 52.20, cutting over a second-and-a-half off
his time.
The MIT 4x100 relay was composed of Michael J. DuPlessis ’14,
Kaba, Josh D. Duncavage ’13 and
Tyler S. Singer-Clark ’14. The team
came in second place with a time

mit.edu/techcaller

apply
online:

of 41.93. The Southern Connecticut
State relay crossed the line just two
one-hundredths of a second ahead
of the Engineers. The MIT 4x400
relay also finished in second place,
finishing with a time of 3:12.42. The
relay was made up of States Lee
’16, Kaba, Derek C. Barnes ’16 and
Singer-Clark.
Benjamin J. Schreck ’15 improved on his performance in the
Pole Vault from Friday, finishing in
third place with a vault of 15-05.00.
Yida Gao ’13 also improved, coming in 11th when he cleared the bar
in 14-11.00.
To end the day, three Engineers
competed in the Triple Jump. Carrington Motley ’16 finished highest
for MIT, coming in eighth place
with a jump of 45-10.00. Classmates Arinze C. Okeke ’16 and
Angel S. Echevarria ’16 finished in
13th and 15th place with jumps of
44-06.75 and 44-02.75 respectively.
The Engineers will return to action next weekend for the ECAC
Division III Championships, before gearing up for the NCAA
Championships that will be held
at the University of Wisconsin-La
Crosse the following weekend.

By Phil Hess
daper staff

A league-leading 61 athletes represented MIT on the 2013 New England
Women’s and Men’s Athletic Conference (NEWMAC) Spring Academic
All-Conference Team. The Engineers
finished the year with a conferencehigh 146 selections, followed by WPI
with 101.
Honorees must have met the following criteria: earned a minimum GPA of
3.5/4.0 scale or 4.35/5.0 scale, achieved
second year academic status at his or
her institution, and been a member of
a varsity team for the entire season.
The NEWMAC consists of ten highly
selective institutions committed to
academic excellence: Babson College,
Clark University, U.S. Coast Guard
Academy, Mount Holyoke College,
Smith College, Springfield College,
Wellesley College, Wheaton College,
WPI, and MIT.
Spring sports sponsored by the
NEWMAC are: Baseball, Women’s
Lacrosse, Women’s Rowing, Softball,
Men’s Tennis, and Men’s and Women’s
Track and Field.
WPI secured the second-highest
number of honorees with 53, followed
by Springfield (35), and Wellesley
(22). The following is a list of MIT’s
NEWMAC Academic All-Conference
recipients:

Women’s Lacrosse
• Erica C. Du ’14
• Laura Y. Lu ’14
• Molly E. McShane ’13
• Lyndsy A. Muri ’15
• Meghan S. Wright ’13

Men’s Tennis
• A. Troy Astorino ’13
• Vlad Firoiu ’14
• Tymor C. Hamamsy ’13
• Brian K. Oldfield ’13
• Jeffrey M. Sperling ’15
• Edwin M. Zhang ’14
Women’s Track and Field
• Kaitlin N. Allen ’14
• Kali M. Benavides ’15
• Marie N. Burkland ’13
• Joanna K. Chen ’15
• Margaret M. Coad ’15
• Martina A. de Geus ’14
• Marissa R. Engle ’15
• Kayla Z. Harris ’15
• Cindy Y. Huang ’15
• Shivani A. Kaushal ’15
• Abigail B. Klein ’14
• Jaclyn A. Konopka ’14
• Lauren B. Kuntz ’13
• Dacie J. Manion ’15
• Elaine D. McVay ’15
• Melissa A. Showers ’13
• Veronica Szklarzewski ’15
• Alexandra B. Taylor ’14
• Louise E. van den Heuvel ’14
• Ashley R. Wheeler ’15

$13/HOUR
“It’s a great job. I really learned how to
sell myself while raising money for MIT.”
—Joe Student ’15

* fun! prizes! food!
* develop communication skills
* next to student ctr
* Network with alumni
* grads & undergrads welcome
* Flexible shifts—only 6 hrs/wk

we’re seeking to build
our forces join@tech.mit.edu

Baseball
• Hayden K. Cornwell ’15
• Patrick E. Dayton ’14
• Andrew R. Jeanguenat ’13
• Kiel L. Jindra ’14
• Max J. Ockner ’13
• Ricardo J. Perez ’13
• Jonathan E. Rea ’14
• Parker A. Tew ’15
• Henry Zhu ’13
Softball
• Leah Alpert ’13
• Anna R. Christensen ’13
• Karly E. McLaughlin ’15
Men’s Track and Field
• Nicholas A. Diamantoni ’15
• Matthew D. Falk ’12
• Jared M. Forman ’13
• Kristoffer M. Fray ’15
• Yida Gao ’13
• Kyle J. Hannon ’13
• Dominique S. Hoskin ’15
• Matthew G. Jordan ’15
• Jacob M. Jurewicz ’14
• Jay P. McKenna ’14
• Jordan P. Mizerak ’14
• Samuel G. Parker ’15
• Harry A. Rein ’15
• Daniel J. Ronde ’13
• Benjamin J. Schreck ’15
• Tyler S. Singer-Clark ’14
• John B. Thomas ’15
• Cyrus Vafadari ’12

