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Bexley Hall closing due to structural problems

Renovations to take up to three years, residents must move out at end of the semester
Established 1881

By Leon Lin and Bruno B. F. Faviero
editors

building uncovered during inspections
conducted last month by Facilities and
outside consultants, according to Colombo. The inspections and repairs to Bexley
are part of a larger capital renewal program to chew down a backlog of deferred
maintenance, which is in part focused on
building façades and envelopes.
Responding to criticism of the timing
of the announcement, Grimson told The
Tech that the administration had only received the engineering report on April 29.
“We did get it out as quickly as we can.”
Despite the increased load, Grimson
said that there would be space in the other

Established 1881

Bexley Hall, home to 116 undergraduates, will be closed for renovations for up
to three years beginning this summer,
Dean for Student Life Chris Colombo announced at a meeting with residents on
Tuesday.
“Safety is so crucial here. If there are
worrisome signs of additional deterioration, we need to act on that,” Chancellor
Eric Grimson PhD ’80 said.
The decision to close Bexley was
prompted by structural problems with the

dorms for any Bexley student who wants
to continue to live on campus. “We knew
this was going to be a temporary measure,” said Colombo, “and how much of
a temporary measure [it is] needs to be a
conversation within the faculty committee on enrollment and so on.”
Residential Life has asked housemasters in each dorm to work with room assignment chairs to find clusters of rooms,
preferably singles and doubles, for Bexley
residents. Most dorms can accommodate
groups of eight to ten residents, but MasBexley, Page 16
Vanessa Trevino—The Tech
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Sal Khan talks education styles Going abroad from MIT
Khan Academy founder gives talk at his alma mater
By Kath Xu
associate news editor

On Wednesday, Salman A.
Khan ’98, founder of Khan Academy, was brought to MIT by StartLabs to speak about starting Khan
Academy and what he’s doing
now. He fielded questions from
MIT President Rafael Reif, who
interviewed him on the stage of
Kresge Auditorium.
Reif’s first question asked Khan
to reflect on how his years at MIT
influenced his current career path.
“You come here and some of the
stereotypes are true. I mean, the
people here are incredibly smart,
incredibly hardworking—,” started
Khan.
“The professors, particularly,”

Reif interjected, drawing laughs
from the audience.
“Yes, the professors, of course,”
Khan answered. “But I think some
of the stereotypes don’t hold true.
I found that this is one of the most
warm places ever. I really felt like
I was coming into a community.”
According to Khan, within a
week of arriving on campus, MIT
opened up his mind to the possibility of tackling problems on
a large scale. He took an active
role while here, making sure to
explore both inside and outside
the classroom. He participated in
LeaderShape —
 an Independent
Activities Period (IAP) leadership
retreat — and was president of his
senior class.
“I love this place to death, but

In Short

an assignment, but don’t want it, remember to cancel or incur at $250
fine for late cancellations.

There will be a picnic barbecue on
Monday in honor of Dean of Undergraduate Education Dan Hastings on Monday at noon on Killian
Court. Come celebrate his past leadership with free food and fun!

Return your art to the List Visual
Arts Center Student Loan Art
Program starting on Monday for
the remainder of the week. Remember that moist weather can damage
the art even if it’s covered, don’t
bring it if it’s wet outside!

This Sunday is Mother’s Day!
Don’t forget to call your mom!

The deadline to cancel summer
housing is today! If you were given

MHEC explains
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Maseeh Hall Executive
Council on seceding
from DormCon.
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MITSO, Concert Choir, and sever-

More than a building
A resident reflects on living in Bexley.
letters, p. 5

a thank you to mit
From a local high school student.
letters, p. 4

it’s an intense environment,” admitted Khan. “Some of my most
memorable and deepest learning
experiences at MIT were during
IAP,” said Khan, adding that he has
no regrets about his undergraduate experience. “I met my wife
here, there are no regrets about
that,” laughed Khan. “We’re 10
years in, it’s all good.”
But the heart of the talk was
about Khan’s vision for education.
Like many educators, he doesn’t
think that lectures are the main
way students should learn.
“The most important part of
the learning process is problemsolving, peer tutoring, working
on things with your hands,” stated
Khan, Page 15
al Chamber Music Society groups
have their final concerts this
weekend! MITSO is on Friday at 8
pm. in Kresge, Choir on Saturday at
7:30 p.m. in Kresge, and Chamber
groups perform starting at 5 p.m.
in Killian Hall. Tickets for MITSO
and Concert Choir are free online
at http://mitmta.eventbrite.com/ or
$5 at the door.
Send news information and tips
to news@tech.mit.edu.

Adventures of studying abroad far far away
By Derek Chang
senior Editor

When Jenny Shen ’13 studied
abroad in Paris, she engaged in impromptu debates for hours on a lawn
in front of the Louvre. “We watched
the sun set over the Champs Elysees
over a bottle of wine,” she said.
Discussion topics ranged from
current issues in politics to the significance of the Enlightenment, just
footsteps away from cafés and venues where historical thinkers hosted
their debates. “I used to walk by the
café where Sartre frequented,” Shen
recalls.
Shen studied at the Sciences Po
in Paris through one of many MITaffiliated partnership during the
2012 spring semester. “What was so
exceptional about the conversations
I had was that all of the us (the students) came from countries around
the world and had vastly different
viewpoints and backgrounds,” said
Shen, “and our discussions were
against a backdrop of amazing scenery, in a city that has always been a
center of thought.”

Selecting an abroad program
MIT offers several tailored study
abroad programs through partnerships with foreign universities. The
year-long Cambridge-MIT Exchange
(CME) — which 13 of MIT’s departments participate in — is MIT’s most

established study abroad program.
Since its inception in 2000, more
than 600 students have participated
in CME. The close linkage of CME
with individual course departments
helps ensure that students receive
transfer credit that does not put them
behind on their academic schedule.
Meghan E. Kenny ’13, a Course 10
(Chemical Engineering) student who
participated in CME, said she considered the program because it was
the first program she knew about.
“Many of the other programs offered
are geared more towards HASS classes, and CME fits better with my major
requirements,” she added.
“CME was definitely my first
choice — my priority was getting expertise in my field, and not so much
learning a new language,” Kenny
said.
Cody A. Coleman ’13, a Course
6 major, also participated in CME.
He said that study abroad gave him
a great opportunity to travel, which
he was not able to do much of before
coming to MIT. “I did MISTI Mexico
before going to Cambridge, and that
confirmed that I wanted to have
abroad experiences,” he said.
Similar but different to many
study abroad programs, The MIT
International Science and Technology Initiative (MISTI) connects MIT
students with all-expenses-paid in-
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A look at Bexley Hall, which
will be closing at the end of
the semester for up to three
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STAFF METEorologist

Today should be mostly
clear and warm, with a high
temperature near 80°F — time
to install air conditioning! After today, the air will remain
humid as the weather takes a
turn for the worse. Expect rain

showers and thunderstorms
on Saturday, ahead of a cold
front that will move in Saturday
night. Sunday will be cooler
and cloudy, with some rain
possible. Such weather is not
confined to New England; forecasts predict precipitation in 47
of the continental U.S. states in
the next 36 hours.
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Extended Forecast
Today: Mostly sunny and warm. High near 81°F (27°C). SW
winds at 5–10 mph.
Tonight: Overcast with rain showers and fog. Low near
57°F (14°C). S winds at 10 mph.
Tomorrow: Cloudy with a chance of rain showers and thunderstorms. High around 76°F (24°C). Low around 53°F
(12°C). S winds at 15–20 mph.
Sunday: Mostly cloudy with a chance of morning showers. High near 70°F (21°C). Low near 45°F (7°C). W winds
around 10 mph.
Monday: Mostly sunny and cooler. High around 60°F (16°C).
Low around 43°F (6°C).
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Sunday heightened fears that Syria’s war could lead to a regional
conflagration.
Syrian officials said Thursday
that they would respond forcefully to any future Israeli attacks
and that they planned to retaliate for Sunday’s strikes, possibly
by authorizing Syria-based militant groups to attack in the Golan
Heights, the disputed border region captured by Israel from Syria
in the 1967 war.
Syria’s deputy foreign minister,
Faisal Mekdad, said in an interview
with Agence France-Presse in Damascus that any new Israeli attack
would bring a “harsh and painful”
response from Syria’s military.
“Instructions were given to respond immediately to any Israeli
attack,” he said in the interview,
which was also published on the
website of Press TV, an Iranian satellite channel. “Syria will not allow
this to be repeated.”
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outskirts of Damascus on Sunday.
Israel has not publicly acknowledged responsibility for
those strikes. But Israeli leaders
have said they would take military
action to prevent Hezbollah from
obtaining “game changing” weapons like chemical arms, which
Syria is believed to possess in
large quantities, and sophisticated
long-range missiles that could hit
anywhere in Israel from Hezbollah-controlled areas of southern
Lebanon.
Analysts close to Hezbollah
said they believed Nasrallah was
referring to long-range missiles,
not chemical munitions. But the
Israelis have expressed growing
concern about the possible use of
chemical weapons in Syria’s civil
war, suggesting that the transfer of
such weapons to groups hostile to
Israel was more and more likely.
The airstrikes believed to have
been carried out by Israel last

90

BEIRUT — The leader of Hezbollah, the powerful Lebanese
militant group, escalated tensions
with Israel on Thursday over the
recent Israeli airstrikes near Damascus, suggesting that the Syrian government would respond
by providing Hezbollah fighters
with the same weapons that Israel
wants to keep out of their hands.
While the Hezbollah leader,
Hassan Nasrallah, did not specify
the type of arms, he said they were
“unique weapons that it never
had before” that would “change
the balance” of power with Israel,
which regards his group’s alliance
with Syria and Iran as one of its
most potent security threats.
In a televised speech, Nasrallah said the transfer of the weapons would be Syria’s “strategic response” to the airstrikes that hit the
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Unsettled weather this
weekend
By Shaena Berlin

The New York Times
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YouTube on Thursday detailed its plan to let producers sell
paid subscriptions to their videos, creating a prominent new
marketplace for programming on the Internet.
The sprawling video website, a unit of Google, said the first
paid video channels would come online Thursday afternoon,
with subscription rates ranging from 99 cents to $7.99 a month.
The early participants include Sesame Workshop, the producer
of “Sesame Street,” which will stream full episodes of the children’s show to paying subscribers; Ultimate Fighting Championship, the mixed martial arts league, which will stream classic
fights to fans; and The Young Turks, a progressive talk show.
YouTube identified about 30 of these partners on Thursday
and said other video makers would soon be able to set up their
own paid channels, using YouTube’s infrastructure. In a conference call for reporters, Malik Ducard, the director of content
partnerships for YouTube, suggested that this “self-service feature” was the most important piece of the announcement.
“As we roll out wider and as we roll out self-serve, you’ll
see a lot of innovation,” he said, predicting that homegrown
YouTube stars with fan followings would choose to set up paid
channels.
—Brian Stelter, The New York Times

one of the victims.
Berry was 17 when she was abducted as she left her job at a Burger
King. Castro gained her trust by telling her that his son worked for the
fast-food chain and offered her a
ride home, according to the police
report, which was obtained by The
New York Times.
DeJesus, who was only 14 when
she disappeared, was friends with
Castro’s daughter Arlene Castro. Ariel Castro approached her with his
daughter on April 2, 2004, according to the account DeJesus gave
police. Shortly after, “Ariel came
back without his daughter, and told
Gina he would give her a ride to his
house to meet up with his daughter,” the report said.
The accounts by DeJesus and
the other women were made immediately after officers freed them
from Ariel Castro’s sealed-up house
on Seymour Avenue, as they sat in a
police vehicle. Since Castro’s arrest,
news accounts have focused on the
connections between the Castro
and DeJesus families, including reports that Castro attended a vigil for
the missing girl.

Hezbollah threatens Israel
over Syria strikes

0°

YouTube’s pay channels
include “Sesame Street”

CLEVELAND — A man accused of kidnapping and raping
three women later found alive in
his home after a decade of captivity
was ordered held on $8 million bail
Thursday.
The man, Ariel Castro, 52, appeared in court for the first time
since his arrest during an arraignment hearing in municipal court in
Cleveland. Castro did not speak and
kept his head down and his eyes
lowered during the proceedings.
The hearing came a day after
Castro was charged with the rape
and kidnapping of Amanda Berry,
held 10 years; Gina DeJesus, held
nine years; and Michelle Knight,
held 11 years. He was also charged
in the kidnapping of the 6-year-old
daughter Berry gave birth to during
her captivity; the authorities said he
would undergo a paternity test. The
judge, Lauren Moore, set his bail at
$2 million for each of the four cases.
Prosecutors described the de-

W

The tumult that has characterized New York City’s The Village Voice in recent years resurfaced Thursday when the top
two editors said they were leaving the weekly publication.
Will Bourne, who became editor-in-chief in November,
and Jessica Lustig, the deputy editor since January, met with
the staff at 11 a.m. Thursday to announce their departure. In
a phone interview, Bourne said Christine Brennan, executive
editor of Voice Media Group, had instructed them to lay off or
drastically reduce the roles of five employees on the 20-person
staff. Rather than carry out the cuts, they resigned and left immediately, in the middle of closing Monday’s edition.
Turnover at The Village Voice has become something of a
pattern as the weekly and its owners have struggled to come
to grips with declining revenue and increased competition for
readers and advertisers on the Web. When Bourne took over
last year, he became the sixth Voice editor since 2005.
—David Carr, The New York Times

The New York Times

cade of abuse as a “horrifying ordeal,” in which the women were
beaten, bound, restrained and sexually assaulted. Castro’s lawyer argued for a lower bond, noting that
he had lived in the city for 39 years
and had no prior felony convictions.
Castro’s brothers Onil Castro, 50,
and Pedro Castro, 54, also appeared
in court Thursday morning to sort
out prior misdemeanor charges not
related to the kidnapping case. The
judge released the two brothers.
Pedro Castro was fined $100 after
pleading no contest to an opencontainer charge. The charges
against Onil Castro for drug abuse
and having an open container were
dismissed.
New details continued to
emerge Thursday about the kidnappings, including how the
women were initially abducted.
In each case, the women accepted
Castro’s offer of a ride home while
they were walking down the street,
according to a police report that
included the first statements the
women gave after their rescue. The
report had a chilling detail: Castro’s daughter was a close friend of
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Top editors abruptly leave
Village Voice

By Trip Gabriel,
Serge F. Kovaleski, and
Emma G. Fitzsimmons
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KABUL, Afghanistan — Afghanistan is ready to let the United
States and its allies keep military bases here after the end of the
NATO combat mission next year, President Hamid Karzai said
Thursday, offering a concrete public signal that foreign troops
would remain welcome in the coming years.
The United States and Afghanistan are negotiating a security agreement that would allow U.S. forces to stay here beyond
the end of 2014, and Karzai said the Obama administration has
asked for nine bases spread across the country.
“We agree to give them these bases,” Karzai told students during a speech at Kabul University. “We consider our relations with
the United States beyond 2014 to be positive for Afghanistan.”
The U.S. reaction, though, was far less positive than what
one would expect. Officials characterized Karzai’s comments as
premature, at best, and said they appeared to reflect the Afghan
government’s desire for a larger force than the United States is
likely willing to commit.
The Obama administration has yet to decide how large a
force it would like to keep in Afghanistan, but administration officials have signaled that it is unlikely to total more than 10,000
service members.
—Matthew Rosenberg, The New York Times

$8 million bail for Cleveland
kidnapping suspect

12

Karzai says US can keep
Afghan bases after 2014
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By Monica Davey
The New York Times

The Minnesota House of Representatives on Thursday voted to
permit same-sex marriage, clearing
the way to add Minnesota to a string
of states that have recently made it
legal for gay and lesbian couples to
wed.
The House, which is controlled
by Democrats, approved the measure 75-59, dividing mostly along
party lines.
In recent months, as the debate
over same-sex marriage emerged
in St. Paul, a capital newly dominated by Democrats, the outcome
in the House had been seen as most
uncertain. State Senate leaders say
that the outlook is more assured in

that chamber and that they expect
to approve same-sex marriage next
week. Gov. Mark Dayton, a Democrat, urged approval and said he
would sign the bill, which would
allow same-sex marriages starting
Aug. 1.
If the measure is approved,
Minnesota would become the 12th
state, in addition to the District of
Columbia, to permit marriages for
gay and lesbian couples and the
third to decide to do so, along with
Delaware and Rhode Island, this
month alone.
Minnesota would also become
the first state in the middle of the nation to make such a choice through
legislative action. Elsewhere in the
Midwest, Iowa allows same-sex
marriage, but that was decided in

the courts. In Illinois, which allows
civil unions, state House members
are considering a same-sex marriage bill already approved in the
state Senate.
In a way, the vote here came as a
remarkable shift. Just a few months
ago, in November, voters had cast
ballots following a hard-fought
campaign aimed at amending the
state constitution to define marriage as between a man and a woman. The amendment failed, and,
with Democrats winning control
of both legislative chambers in the
same election, a renewed effort to
allow same-sex marriage emerged.
Dueling campaigns — an RV
tour, rallies, leaflets and advertisements — have consumed the state
in recent weeks.

Republicans block vote on
nominee to lead EPA
By John M. Broder
The New York Times

WASHINGTON — Senate Republicans continued a campaign
to delay confirmation of President
Barack Obama’s second-term Cabinet-level nominees on Thursday,
blocking a committee vote on Gina
McCarthy, the president’s pick to
lead the Environmental Protection
Agency.
The action came a day after Republicans on the Health, Education,
Labor and Pensions Committee
threw a wrench in the nomination

of Thomas E. Perez to be labor secretary, delaying it for at least a week.
In both cases, Republican committee members said the nominees
had failed to adequately respond to
their questions.
The eight Republicans on the Environment and Public Works Committee, led by the ranking member Sen. David Vitter of Louisiana,
boycotted a committee meeting to
protest what they called McCarthy’s
“unresponsive answers” to more
than 1,000 written questions about
EPA policies and internal practices.
Democrats were unable to mus-

SPERM DONORS
Earn up to
per month
Invest minimal time
Make a real difference in the lives of families
Receive free health and genetic screenings

APPLY ONLINE:

SPERMBANK.com
- convenient Cambridge location

ONLINE-ONLY

REAL ESTATE AUCTION
To Settle Estate
Two-Unit Multifamily Residence
Cambridge, MA
Ends Wednesday, May 22nd at 6:00 PM
24 Kelly Road, Cambridge, MA: Paul McInnis,
Inc. has been retained to sell this property to
settle a local estate. The property consists of an “up and down” duplex
residence totaling approximately 2,428± square feet on a 0.11± acre city
lot in the Cambridgeport neighborhood. The first floor unit has an “Old
Cambridge kitchen” with built-in hutch, enclosed porch, and hardwood
floors. The second unit is a multi-level unit on the second and third
floors, with 2 bedrooms and 2 bathrooms, a full kitchen (with a 1950’s
breakfast nook) and a dining room, an enclosed porch, and is also set up
for central air. Each unit has a gas furnace and is separately metered for
gas and electricity. There is an existing garage on the property, with an
oversized driveway and yard space.
The timed, online-only auction will begin Saturday, May 11th
and end Wednesday, May 22nd, 2013 at 6:00 p.m. Subject to
all terms of sale.
Property Inspections: Two open house previews will be offered for
property inspections on Saturday May 11th from 10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.
and Wednesday, May 15th from 12:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m.

For a property information
package with terms go to

www.paulmcinnis.com
Lic. #AU205 - (800) 242-8354 - Ref. #13PM-28

ter a majority to move the nomination without any Republicans present and were left to fulminate in a
near-empty committee room over
what several of them called Republican obstructionism. Committee
Democrats are likely to regroup and
try to approve McCarthy’s nomination along party lines, but it is unclear whether they could clear a 60vote threshold on the Senate floor.
Sen. Harry Reid, D-Nev. and the
majority leader, accused Republicans of using procedural roadblocks
and stall tactics to deny confirmation to qualified nominees.

Bank of England leaves
benchmark interest rate
unchanged
LONDON — With the British economy showing feeble signs of
resilience and a new central bank governor waiting in the wings,
the Bank of England decided Thursday to keep its benchmark interest rate and its economic stimulus program unchanged.
The central bank left its interest rate at 0.5 percent, a record low,
and also held its program of bond-buying at 375 billion pounds or
about $581 billion. The stimulus program, also known as quantitative easing, frees more money for lending to businesses and
individuals.
Some economists expect the Bank of England to expand its
stimulus program later this year to help the recovery, while others said recent economic data were encouraging and that further
stimulus might not be necessary.
“There are broad improvements in business sentiment and
with equity markets heading to new highs, we are not expecting
anything” until Mark Carney takes over as governor of the Bank of
England in July, said James Knightley, an economist at ING Bank
in London.
—Julia Werdigier, The New York Times

Family-planning officials
investigate Chinese film director
BEIJING — China’s most celebrated film director, Zhang Yimou,
is being investigated for a potential violation of family-planning
laws, according to state news media reports that were confirmed by
an official Thursday.
Family-planning officials are examining discussions on the Internet that say Zhang has fathered up to seven children with four women. If he is found to have violated the laws, he could be fined nearly
$27 million because the fines are based on the offender’s income,
according to a report on the Web version of People’s Daily, whose
print edition is the official mouthpiece of the Communist Party.
An official in a propaganda office attached to the family-planning committee of Jiangsu province, near Shanghai on the east
coast, confirmed the substance of the People’s Daily online report,
which was published Wednesday. The official said further details
could be provided by the family-planning committee of Wuxi, the
city where Chen Ting, Zhang’s second wife, is officially registered
as a resident.
Although the family-planning laws generally restrict urban
families to one child, many rural families and ethnic minorities are
allowed to have more than one without penalty. Xinhua, the state
news agency, said Thursday that the local family-planning committee would release the results of their investigation into Zhang
“soon.”
—Edward Wong, The New York Times
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A thank you to the MIT community

Unfair and untimely

Since about the sixth grade, when I first
attended ESP Splash (Sorry about that bit
of deception, it was smaller and less strict
then), I have been spending time intermittently with MIT students. I took just about
everything that ESP had to offer: Splash
and Spark and Junction and Delve and
HSSP. I liked MIT, and I spent more time
there. My first date in high school was an
LSC showing of Transformers. I got a four
year MITSFS membership when I was
a freshman. I went to the Model United
Nations you were kind enough to host superbly well. I have spent time with professors, students, and even a few applicants.
I have been attending events and hanging
out at MIT for over six years now.
Throughout it all people have been
friendly, caring, and fantastically quirky. I
have learned that if I ask an MIT student a
question about almost anything, I will be

4. DormCon spent an excessive amount
of money on their personal retreat this year
($4000), none of which benefited Maseeh as
a whole.
5. We believe the oversized executive
council does a poor job of representing their
constituents, often giving more merit to the
loudest opinion rather than the most sound.
Even though we are no longer a voting
member of DormCon, we still remain a
member dorm and will continue to be invested and committed to the improvement
of the convention.
We believe in helping out our community and helping out the smaller dorms and
groups throw events, but we believed that
the forced redistribution of wealth from
DormCon did not benefit the majority of
our residents; and that’s why our decision
was made.
MHEC
Clay Goggil ’14(President), Keanu Delgado
’15 (Vice President), Bruno Faviero ’15
(Parliamentarian), Joseph Abadi ’15
(Treasurer), Logan Mercer ’15 (Secretary),
Maggie O’Grady ’16 (Freshman Rep), Austin
Fathman ’15 (Voting Member At Large)

To the esteemed housing office
members, Dean Hastings, Dean Colombo, and Chancellor Grimson:
My name is Patrick Marx, a current
MIT senior living in Boston. I’m writing
to express my outrage at how the closing
of Bexley house has been handled.
Independent of the necessity of its
actual closing, I find it unacceptable to
present a decision of this magnitude to
the Bexley residents with the timing and
lack of warning it had. You have forced
hardworking, dedicated students into
position of making a year long decision on housing in a matter of hours.
Further, this decision that must now be
made, is presented at the worst of possible times. The crunch weeks leading
up to finals are among the most stressful
and stretched for time of any in the year,
and adding to that with such callousness is shameful in the least.
The first words on the housing website are as follows: “At the core of the
MIT housing experience is a powerful
sense of community.”
The Bexley community was by far
one of the closest and family like communities in our entire university. This
information should have been presented months if not a year in advance
to give the residents a fair chance at
preserving what, to them, really is their
family. Instead they have been taken
completely off guard, with no chance at
even achieving what could be described
as a “decent” housing situation. They
are forced to choose between moving
into a dorm with people they don’t
know, or betting they will be able to
find independent housing far late in the
game.
This is not how we should treat our
students. This isn’t even how we should
treat our enemies. If you as an office
would like to claim a community, then
you should follow through and make
things right for those students. Any
response is appreciated, and thank you
for your time.
Patrick Marx ’13

who has found this place to be an amazing
community that has embraced her and
made her days better, too.
My partner and I are about to have
a child, and we were so excited to have
Bexley be part of our family. The students
and us have been looking forward to having a new member of Bexley. Believe it or
not, we were looking forward to our child
taking its first steps down the graffitied
hallways, the vulgar and beautiful alike.
We love it all.
The thought of not being with the students at Bexley next year is truly sadden-

ing, the loss of our community is painful,
and the feelings that the students are experiencing are worse. My only solace is in
the creative determination of our culture,
and its desire to continue. My hope is that
the MIT community which I have come to
identify with so strongly will do what it always does: be amazing and find solutions
that no other group of people could find.
Bexely, we love you!
Micah Rye Eckhardt SM ’10, Phuong
Nguyen, and Baby (Name still to be
determined, probably not Evergreen or
Baby Ninja, but who knows.)

surprisingly likely to at least get a reference
to where I can find the answer. I have been
shown the roofs, and the lovely view of
Boston at night, because someone I didn’t
know wanted to cheer me up. I have read
the copies of The Tech that are available for
free public consumption, and laughed at
the comics and thought about the articles.
I won’t be going to MIT, because I am
going to read Philosophy, Politics, and
Economics, but I will always have a warm
space in my heart for the people who have
helped in so many small ways.
So, thank you. Thank you for being
open to the public, and letting high school
students come to your cool events. Thank
you for being friendly and warm. Thank
you for being brilliant and interesting.
Thank you.
Thankfully,
Keller Scholl

On seceding from DormCon
To the statements in The Tech regarding
the decision that the Maseeh Hall Executive Council (MHEC) made to secede from
DormCon: While it is true that MHEC made
a quick vote during our previous meeting, it was a decision that was months into
discussions. Our informing of the dorm and
The Tech was unfortunately disjointed, and
we hope to clear up the reasoning why we
decided to leave DormCon.
1. Budget Concerns: As we have over 460
residents (with even more next year), at $5
per person per semester, we were pulling a
larger negative compared to other dorms
every year.
2. We have not been allowed to participate in Rex, and therefore received very little
benefit from DormCon during the period
of REX.
3. While DormCon has a fund (approximately $8,000) from which they can give
grants for events, there is no formal way of
applying for these, as the $8,000 is apportioned at the beginning of the year (Taken
from the previous three years of DormCon
Budgets: $5,000 for Steer Roast, $2,000 for
Piano Drop, and $1000 for DTYD).

Bexley, we love you!
Devastated … absolutely devastated.
I am one of the GRTs at Bexley and this
news has severely affected our community — we are still in shock. As a graduate
student coming to Bexley, to be a GRT
has been the best part of my experience
at MIT. Prior to Bexley, I was growing
increasingly unhappy at MIT and I had no
community that I fit with until I landed
here. This is the same way many of the
undergraduate students at Bexley feel.
Its not just me though — I have a partner
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Dear Non-Bexlians and Non-Bexlietes
Although Bexley has its fair share of problems, the community is my family.
By Nicole Power
You are lucky to have been spared from
the time living in Bexley.
There are many things I dislike about
Bexley. For one, the radiators are always
completely off when it’s snowing and cold,
and full-blast when it’s warm out, so the temperature of my room is rarely comfortable.
It’s unfortunate that the knobs on the radiators are merely for show. It’s also unfortunate
that each year when the radiators go on, they
spew noxious fumes that are “not toxic, just
water.” Another dear set of faulty appliances
is our washing machines which regularly
end their cycle with my clothes sitting in a
large pool of gray water. I would perhaps opt
to hand-wash my clothing, but my bathtub
is somehow incapable of trapping in water,
so washing machine it is. This sopping pile of
clothes of course takes about nine dry cycles
in our dryers, but the machines will only let

you run up to seven cycles at a time. While
waiting for my clothes to dry, the housewife
in me may desire to bake cookies, but I’ve yet
to find a cookie sheet for sale that fits in my
Fischer-Price oven.
Don’t get me wrong — some of Bexley’s

often just after I’ve fallen asleep.
I could probably go on for a while — the
bexment floor is more often sticky than not;
there is absolutely no such thing as quiet
hours; despite what has been advertised,
the walls are absolutely not soundproof;

You are lucky to be spared the grief of being ripped
away from the people who make you happiest at MIT.
faults are very convenient. I sometimes feel
awkward walking past three to four people
every morning while I walk-of-shame
through their suites in yesterday’s clothes.
BUT there’s usually a burnt-out light in at
least one of the hallways, so I have the pleasure of being partially obscured in darkness.
To be honest though, most of Bexley knows
how I look right out of bed regardless because La Verde’s only sets off our fire alarms
between the hours of 2 a.m. and 7 a.m., most

no matter how much I clean the floor of my
room, it will always look dirty. You get the
idea.
So, you are lucky to not live in Bexley.
You are lucky to be spared the grief of being
ripped away from the people who make
you happiest at MIT, and the disorientation
of having a brick, four-story, apparentlystructurally-unsound rug pulled out from
under you. Earlier this year, in the depths of
ill-mental health from MIT-stress, I ended

up spending the night in a psychiatric ward,
and thereafter started treatment at MIT
Mental Health. Depression is really tough,
but cereally, Bexley’s community played a
major role in my recovery. Even just walking
through people’s suites to cross the building,
and being genuinely greeted by everyone I
pass makes me feel more supported.
The people here are eccentric and loud
and crazy and awesome, and it’s hard to
imagine that I have to finish my time at MIT
without them. I feel like I’m being forced
to graduate a year early, saying goodbye to
all the people and things that I’m parting
ways with — except that I still have to drink
from the firehose next year, without anyone
else to prop me up. I’m sorry; I don’t really
know how to write sentimental shit. But I’m
crying, and I’m glad you don’t have to share
my pain.
Nicole M. Power is a member of the Class
of 2014 and a resident of Bexley.
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UPPERCUT by Steve Sullivan
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2 7

5
6 9

3

2
8

9

8

7
1 2

18×

17+

14+

1

8×

45×

120×

2 4
5
7
1
6
7
2
3 9
8
3
5 2
1
Instructions: Fill in the grid so that each column, row, and 3 by 3 grid contains
exactly one of each of the digits 1 through 9.

4−

5

2×

24×

6×

12×

30×

Instructions: Fill in the grid so that each column and row contains exactly one of
each of the numbers 1–6. Follow the mathematical operations for each box.
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Solution, page 17

ACROSS
1 Resell illegally
6 A/C measures
10 Questionable
14 Angler’s boot
15 Sway gently
16 “Later, dude!”
17 More than
18 Confederate
19 OPEC charter member
20 Female New Testament
disciple
23 Suffix for infant
24 Part of the Treasury Dept.
25 “Count me in!”
28 Stage signal
29 “Count me out!”
31 Trail
32 Student taking Advanced
Calculus
36 Banjo sound
38 Mark’s successor
39 Puts away
41 Hence
42 Highly capable
44 Lone Ranger, for one

46 Narc’s org.
47 Sign of a leak
49 Battleship letters
50 Evasive maneuver
52 Kitchen invader
53 Performing pair
56 Low-price sales strategy
60 Nefarious
62 The Music Man setting
63 Sentry’s watch
64 A lot of nerve
65 Shot in the dark
66 Online party notice
67 No more than
68 12/24 deliveries
69 Regions
DOWN
1 Hindu teacher
2 Scheming group
3 Idolize
4 Tax collected
5 Of superior quality
6 Talks big
7 Was a snitch
8 West Coast sch.

9 Illuminated naturally
10 Hockey infraction
11 Office safety device
12 Air safety org.
13 Way over there
21 Regions
22 Give off
26 Japanese comic books
27 Prod
28 Cut of meat
29 Stellar phenomena
30 Metallic rocks
32 Gettysburg victor
33 Poet W.H.
34 Gym fixture
35 Blockages
37 Ties the knot
40 Striped stinker
43 Like so
45 Charlie Sheen’s real
surname
48 Refuse to budge
51 Come from behind
52 Fast horses
53 “Go ahead and eat!”
54 Form a merger

55 Eyeballs
57 Racing prefix for cross
58 Not in

59 DVR system
60 One of a Freudian trio
61 Cargo carrier

[2970]
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Students’ experiences studying abroad

Average Reported Gains
in Competencies

MIT students’ various programs, approaches to going abroad

ternships and research abroad. Of the seventeen programs and four initiatives, four
of the programs offer study abroad options,
according to the MISTI website.
About 50 percent of MIT students who
study abroad enroll directly in a foreign university, or apply to a study abroad program
through another U.S. university or an outside provider program. Global Education
(12-189, studyabroad@mit.edu) helps students identify and prepare for study abroad
experiences that are not managed by MIT.
Other exchanges offered through MIT
are department-based, including a semester
the University of Oxford in the UK (Course
3), an exchange with Delft University in
the Netherlands or Hong Kong University
(Course 4), University of Pretoria in South
Africa (Course 16), and Sciences Po in Paris
(Course 17), which Shen participated in.
Students may also attend one of MIT’s
programs in Madrid over either IAP or the
spring semester. The spring semester program allows students to study at top universities in Madrid: Universidad Politécnica
de Madrid for engineering and Universidad
Complutense de Madrid for humanities, science, management, and social science. This
option requires the completion of Spanish
IV or faculty evaluation. The IAP option requires only Spanish I, and gives students the
option to take Spanish II in Madrid while living with a host family.
Caroline J. Enloe ’13, who studies economics and Spanish, chose the MIT Madrid
program because she wanted to get Spanish
exposure. She spent the spring semester of
her junior year at the Universidad Complutense. “Margery Resnick, one of my professors, recommended the program,” she
said. “It’s a well-established program that
would give me language immersion opportunities.” Enloe thought it would be difficult
to achieve near-fluency in Spanish before
going abroad. “But after I went to Madrid, I
realized I could become very proficient with
just an extra push.”

Students who went
abroad agreed that
the different academic
system gave them new
insight into learning.
Shen wanted to study abroad for the opportunity to travel and experience a new culture. “I grew up around Boston, so MIT is not
really a move for me,” she explained. “Paris
is a wonderful city and I studied French in
high school — I chose Sciences Po because
it complements my major.”
Unlike Kenny, Coleman, Enloe, and
Shen, Saul K. Wilson ’13 did not go through
an MIT-linked study abroad program. Instead, he opted to enroll in multiple Chinese
language programs not directly affiliated
with MIT. He studied in the Beijing CET Chinese Language program over summer 2012
for two months. Over the most recent IAP, he
spent a month learning Chinese at the New
Century School in Tianjin. This summer, he
is heading to Kunming in southern China to
continue his Chinese studies.
Wilson, who studies mathematics and
Asian studies, says he has a strong interest
in Chinese and would like to do field work
in China. “I saw study abroad as the perfect
opportunity to improve my Chinese skills
and travel to places I otherwise would not
be able to see,” he said. “Being in China gave
me a much better sense of the ‘real’ China
than just taking classes, and I value this
authenticity.”

New academic perspectives
Students who went abroad agreed that
the different academic system in their
abroad program gave them new insight into
learning.
“The Cambridge academic system is different,” Kenny explains. “There, the learning method is independent, rather than
collaborative as is the case in MIT. You get
less constant evaluation, but rather you are
responsible for preparing for a couple large
assignments and exams.” Kenny learned to

adapt to the vastly different academic approach, which she says provided a different perspective on learning and gave new
insight on her studies when she returned to
MIT.
For Coleman, being abroad allowed him
to reflect on his learning at MIT and open up
his point-of-view to other ways of learning
and doing. “I gained an amazing global network of students,” he said. “Cambridge has
a large international population — many of
them also exchange students. I met many
students who were studying majors other
than engineering — such as medicine, classics, or music,” he said.

‘Being in a foreign
country forces you
think about how you
communicate.’

Megan E. Kenny ’13

Academic assignments at Universidad
Complutense are not as regular as at MIT, so
students generally seem more relaxed about
their studies Enloe explains about the MIT
Madrid Program,. “It’s normal for a class to
give just two or three major assignments for
the entire semester,” she said. “While it isn’t
as hard on you in daily work, it trains your
ability to learn and work independently. My
classes were more reading-based than at
MIT.”
“But it’s very visible that the students
there care about their education,” Enloe added. “They’re politically informed, and many
even participated in a strike against education cuts while I was there. The economy
wasn’t great. But they visibly care about the
quality and accessibility of their education.”
Enloe took a class on Spanish literature
and said it was fascinating that she is learning about the literature from a purely local
point-of-view, by a professor who has been
teaching the material for many years. “When
analyzing, the Spanish professors seem to
have different points-of-view from my professors at MIT,” she said.
An economics major, Shen said it was
also helpful to study economics at Sciences
Po from a more reading — and discussionbased approach, which complements her
more quantitative economics classes at
MIT. She noted the international perspective she gained was important for her personal growth, and that it challenged her to
be in the Sciences Po environment, which
has trained many of France’s top political
leaders.
“The Bin Laden assassination occurred
during my semester abroad,” Shen said,
“and the French and international students
in my class all had different perspectives on
the significance of the assassination. Many
French students thought it was inappropriate of Americans to look at Bin Laden’s
death positively. I can see how this discussion connected to other discussions I had in
my abroad classes — on how revolutions are
represented in literature, and relating to that
the Arab Spring and Western intervention.”

Language immersion, traveling,
and social life while abroad
Many students studying abroad get the
opportunity to improve their language skills.
Enloe took her classes in Spanish while in
Madrid. “In MIT, I had Spanish class twice
a week,” she said, “while I was constantly
communicating with fluent speakers while
in Madrid. I took all my classes in Spanish, ate dinner with my host mom, bought
stamps and metro tickets, and went to the
local grocery store. These individual experiences all gave me opportunities to practice
on a daily basis.”
Jenny Shen took her classes in English,
though she was given the option of classes
in English and French. “I’m very glad I went
abroad, because otherwise it’s easy to get
stuck in the U.S. model and think of our way
of life as a model for the world,” she said. “I
learned from students all of the world — the
Middle East, China, South America, and of
course local students from around France.”
Regarding social life, Kenny said that
studying abroad has been a terrific learning
experience. “I was shy when I entered college,” she noted. “Of course going to MIT
changed that somewhat, but a year abroad

made an even bigger difference. Being in a
foreign country forces you to express yourself and think about how you want to communicate, and regularly meeting students
from a different culture provides insight on
how to do so.”
“CME was especially amazing because it
lasted an entire year,” Coleman said. “I only
really got to understand British culture and
customs thoroughly halfway through the
year, so I realized it takes a long time to really get acclimated to a new place.” She added
that other European countries were highly
accessible, and he was easily able to travel
during his weeks off from school. While he
did not travel as much before study abroad,
going abroad gave him a great opportunity
to finally do a lot of travel at once.
Coleman looked at study abroad as “a
second college experience”. “You get to
‘start’ college all over again and do things
differently,” he said. “It makes it very easy
to try new things.” While in Cambridge, he
got more involved with sports than before,
participating in rowing, rugby, running, and
badminton. “You’re free from your responsibilities at MIT for a year and can try brandnew experiences.”
“You gain a global perspective,” Coleman said. “After being in the UK for a year,
I noticed a number of things in Europe that
could also work in America and be implemented terrifically.” He said that looking at
the diversity of opinions and customs gave
him more inspiration.
Enloe notes that her abroad experience
made her much more independent. “When
you’re abroad, you aren’t familiar with the

lege. 40.0 percent of students felt the study
abroad duration was too long, 38.2 percent
considered extracurricular commitments
a concern, and 34.8 percent listed expense
as a concern. In addition, 38.5 percent of
students reported that they simply had no
interest in participating in an international
program.
Josh Nupp, Assistant Dean for Global
Education, notes that some students do not
consider studying abroad because they feel
so tied into their life at MIT — academics,
living groups, research, extracurricular activities, and friends.
“MIT students are very pragmatic,” observes Josh Nupp. “When they consider an
available opportunity such as study abroad,
many are interested in how they can leverage the experience in regards to their career
or academic goals.”
Nupp explained that an international experience should not be viewed as detracting
from the MIT experience. “On the contrary, I
think studying abroad adds value to an MIT
degree,” he says. “Employers and graduate
schools look favorably on the skills developed during a study abroad experience. It
certainly is not the easier road — you are
forced to adjust to a different teaching and
learning style in an unfamiliar university
and cultural setting, and this flexibility and
adaptability are seen as assets.”
Tami Bolk, Career Assistant in Global Education and leader of the Study Abroad Peer
Mentors Program, aims to engage students
after reentry from their abroad programs to
help them both leverage their experience
abroad as well as help promote international

‘I saw study abroad as the perfect opportunity to
improve my Chinese skills and travel to places.
Being in China gave me a much better sense of the
‘real’ China than just taking classes, and I value this
authenticity.’

Saul K. Wilson ’13

local system so you must actively seek opportunities yourself,” she said. “I enjoyed
that opportunity. The MIT program gave us
a lot of freedom in allowing us to plan our
own weekend excursions and create our
own plans.”
Enloe notes that traveling in a foreign environment can be frustrating, and mishaps
will happen. “Navigating the bus system is
confusing,” she said,” and once I got on the
wrong bus. You need to assess the situation
yourself and learn not to panic.”
During Enloe’s abroad term, Spain was
suffering economically. “It was a tumultuous time,” she said. “But many of the Spanish
students were well-informed about politics
and actively took a role in trying to contribute.” Enloe got to meet many students from
other parts of Europe in her travel. She noted
it was interesting to compare stereotypes between cultures. “This contributed to a lot of
deep thinking along the way,” she said.
Students abroad often use their time as
an opportunity to travel extensively. “Traveling Europe can be inexpensive and convenient if you plan ahead of time,” Kenny says.
“Cambridge goes in eight-week sessions
with six weeks of break in between each section. That gives you a lot of time to travel,
and I got to go to so many places during this
time.”
She noted that traveling was a learning experience as well. “You learn to be resourceful and patient,” she says. “Sometimes
mishaps happen when you travel no matter
how carefully you plan.” While in Venice,
Kenny got lost in the canal streets while trying to find her hostel. “I couldn’t use my
phone because minutes were too expensive
when I was traveling. Being in occasional
situations like these train your ability to
think on the spot,” she says. “And things will
always be fine in the end.”
“I remember flying to Urumqi, China in
the middle of winter when it’s below 0°F,”
Wilson laughs. “It wasn’t the best time to
visit, but I did get to see Urumqi.”

Barriers and gains
According to the 2012 Graduate Student
Survey, 59.2 percent of students reported
academic concerns as a reason for opting
out of an international program while in col-

opportunities to other MIT students. “I work
with students on developing their reflection
and articulation skills, in order for them to
further recognize how their abroad experience can impact their future academic and
career goals,” she says. “I want to demonstrate that study abroad can be an asset in
all forms.”
According to the annual Open Doors report, which is conducted by the U.S. Institute
of International Education, STEM majors
are less likely to participate in study abroad
programs. During the 2010-11 school year,
only 3.5 percent of U.S. students who went
abroad were studying engineering and only
1.8 percent were math or computer science
students. This is in comparison to the 22.9
percent of students who were social science
majors, 20.5 percent business and management students, and 11.3 percent humanities
majors.
“Although STEM students may face barriers because there are less study abroad
programs oriented towards those subjects
and STEM students tend to have more structured four-year plans, it is certainly doable
with adequate planning in advance” said
Bolk.
“The MIT-organized abroad programs
have been around awhile, and almost everyone graduates on time,” says Kenny about
her CME experience. “If you plan accordingly, you should not have a problem.”

An international
experience should
not be viewed as
detracting from the MIT
experience.
Shen recalls she was looking at the MIT
course catalog before going abroad, and
thinking about all the interesting classes
she would have to miss. “I was on a phone
call with my advisor the day before my
flight to Paris, because I was having second
thoughts,” she laughs. “But I have no regrets — the academic experience I got was
one-of-a-kind.”
“So-called ‘soft skills’, such as cross-cultural communication, dealing with ambigu-

ity, and working on an international
team, are very important in the modern workplace,” Nupp says. “In reality,
most technically-oriented companies
are extremely diverse and thus highly value employees with such skills.
Students who can intelligently speak
about how their international experience developed their skill set and
global competencies are at a distinct
advantage over their counterparts
without such an experience.”
Nupp adds that the science and engineering field has always been global
and is becoming increasingly so, and
adaptation and independence are
important qualities to possess after
graduation. A study abroad program is
a perfect way to add such a dimension
to studies. “Many universities already
stream international tracks and foreign
languages into their STEM curriculums,” he notes. “This makes it easy to
gain language proficiency, and abroad
experiences early on.”
“When abroad, students will much
more likely meet students studying
other fields, such as history and literature,” Bolk says. “This diversity in disciplines is not as common at MIT, and
can add insight into your studies.”
Kenny also discussed concerns
from students who were worried about
being away for a year and being out of
touch with their MIT friends. “You’re
in a foreign country, meeting tons of
new people, and creating your own
unique memories,” she says. “If you are
second-thinking the abroad opportunity, think about the experiences you
would miss if you opted out.”
Coleman agrees that you’ll make
new friends while abroad but your old
friends will still be here.
“It’s very easy to get back into the
swing of MIT upon return,” added Enloe. “In fact, your friends will be extra
happy to see you!”
Regarding expenses, Nupp notes
that many abroad programs are very
affordable. “The cost-of-living will be
lower in many cases, financial aid applies to any semester programs, and
you can always apply for MIT and external scholarships during IAP and
summer,” he added.
“I don’t see why people think it’s
a bad idea to go abroad,” says Coleman. “You’re in a college where there
are programs supporting your time
abroad. You don’t have to worry about
losing a job, your family, or your
friends.”
“Even if you haven’t thought about
going abroad, you should at least look
into it,” explains Enloe. “It may not be
for everyone, but it can easily be a personal growth experience or give you
a new perspective, as it did for me. I
encourage everyone to see what it’s
about.”
“It can be very easy to convince
others to join you,” adds Wilson.

Want to get involved?
The departments at MIT which
offer unique international opportunities — MISTI, the Public Service
Center (PSC), Global Education and
Career Development (GECD) and International Research Opportunities
Program (IROP) — strategically work
together to encourage more international experiences on an institutional
level.
“Most students don’t realize that if
they don’t see an MIT-sponsored program in a specific location being promoted, they won’t be able to participate in such an experience. However,
with four of the MIT global offices, students really have the flexibility to design their own program or participate
on outside programs wherever they
wish to go,” Bolk said.
The MIT Go Global Fair in September, info sessions for individual MIT
abroad programs, class visits and the
study abroad blog (http://gecd.mit.
edu/go_abroad/bloggers/all) provide
further information on study abroad
opportunities.

91.9

%

87.1%
80.2%
63.4%
63.2%
4.8%

Understand cultural differences
Develop an international network
Strengthen self-confidence and
adaptability to new situations
Communicate effectively with peers
of different cultural backgrounds
Work successfully on international teams

Other

Data from the Graduate Student Survey
infographic by Annia pan

Barriers to Participation In International Programs*
Faculty pressure
Parental pressure
Peer pressure
Lack of knowledge
Cost (too high)
Extracurricular commitments
Lack of Interest
Duration (too long)
Academic commitments
Academic Concerns

0

10

20

30

40

50

60

*encompasses all international opportunities
Data from the Graduate Student Survey
infographic by Annia pan

President’s Report
Study Abroad Participation
120

Number of Students

Study abroad, from Page 1

Where do MIT
students choose
to study abroad?

1 - United Kingdom

Here are the top five:
2 - Spain

3 - China

4 - India

5 - France

100

80

60

2008-2009 2009-2010 2010-2011 2011-2012

Academic Year

52% studied abroad on MIT

managed programs in 2011-2012
infographic by Annia pan

10 The Tech

The Tech 11

Friday, May 10, 2013

Brandon Le
Vanessa Trevino—The Tech

Home of the soon-to-be ‘Bexiles’
1.
2.

Vanessa Trevino—The Tech
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4.
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8.

Bexley students congregated in their basement on Wednesday night to discuss the
future of the Bexley community.
The Space Center lounge in the Bexment, Bexley’s basement, is a common space
where students come together. Some of the murals date back to the 1970s and 80s.
Many MIT alumni have fond memories of the Bexment and come back to see how recent
students have added art to its walls.
Bexlians relaxing in the main lounge.
A resident of Bexley checks her email at Jonathan, the athena computer, while reading a sentimental letter sent out by another resident. The letter expressed the influence
Bexley has had in his life and will continue to have over the next three years; the hall houses
a close-knit family at MIT.
The mailroom at Bexley Hall with a composition of the 2006 residents and other
quotes.
A lounge on the second floor of Bexley overlooking the courtyard. The dorm has many
creative pockets where residents congregate.
Many artists are attracted to Bexley and adorn the resident hall with their works.
Bexley is one of the few dorms on campus that allows students to paint the walls.
A walkway has been created behind Bexley Hall due to construction machinery and
scaffolding in place.
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Floorplan courtesy of MIT Facilities.
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movie review

Parties, cars, and careless people
Luhrmann upgrades (or should we say tampers with?) Fitzgerald’s classic
Warner Bros. Pictures

Leonardo DiCaprio as Jay Gatsby dances with Carey Mulligan as Daisy Buchanan.

By Jaimie Chung
Staff Writer

Let’s start with the pros. When I first
saw trailers last year, I was offended by the
choice of music. Yet, to my surprise, the
music’s unexpectedness blends well with
director Baz Luhrmann’s fantastical take on
the story. In the elaborate party scenes, the
hip-hop music by Jay-Z matches the craze,
while also giving it a dimension of modernity. In another scene, a jazzy rendition of
Beyonce’s “Crazy in Love” undoubtedly entertained the younger audience members.
The best parts of the soundtrack, however,

are the mash-ups of old and new. Motifs
from Gershwin’s “Rhapsody in Blue” are
used a few times in the film, and once it
is blended with Jay-Z’s “Empire State of
Mind.” The soundtrack strategically pulls
in the younger audience while tying in the
classics for more seasoned moviegoers.
I unfortunately didn’t prepare myself
for a 3D movie and knew that it would be
an unnecessary spectacle once I realized
it was. Some of the more fantastical scenes
benefit from the 3D aspect, but the overuse
of floating crap all over the screen (confetti, snow, fireflies, etc.) gets old really fast.
Luhrmann even had the audacity to have

Matt Hart

Carey Mulligan as Daisy Buchanan.

floating words on the screen. Close-ups of
the actors were extremely distracting because the screen limits the frame, and 3D
makes it seem like that part of the head is
missing. However, a flashback to Gatsby’s
past, which resembles works by Dorothea
Lange, and a view of Manhattan that references Hitchcock’s Rear Window, were
breathtaking. In addition, the cartoonish
makeup and costumes serve to express the
debauchery of the time.
Ah, the acting. Of course we could
only expect overwrought, contrived performances from all the actors thanks to
Luhrmann’s directing. In some scenes, the
acting style matches the grandiosity of the
visuals. However, the “turn around and
dramatically move your gaze up to meet
the camera” move was used one too many
times. Leonardo DiCaprio’s Gatsby was not
as aloof as I had hoped, but his spectrum
of emotions sufficed. Similarly, Carey Mulligan’s Daisy was a little too frivolous for my
taste, but compared to all the other Hollywood actresses who auditioned for the part
(although Michelle Williams would’ve been
interesting), she was a solid choice. Joel
Edgerton as Tom Buchanan was my favorite
character; he brought just the right amount
of exaggeration to his performance, while
still being semi-realistic. Newcomer Elizabeth Debicki as Jordan Baker worked, while
Isla Fisher as Myrtle Wilson did not. Finally,
I didn’t hate Tobey Maguire’s Nick Carraway, but some moments were definitely
meme-worthy (and not in a good way).
I did get goosebumps a few times
throughout the film. When we first hear
Daisy giggling amidst billowing white curtains and then see her pop up and gaze
longingly at us, it is indisputably beautiful. Likewise, Gatsby throwing scarves and
clothes down from his wardrobe toward

HHH✩✩
The Great Gatsby
Directed by Baz Luhrmann
Starring
Leonardo DiCaprio, Tobey
Maguire, Carey Mulligan,
Joel Edgerton, and
Elizabeth Debicki.
Rated PG-13
Now Playing
Daisy was a scene that would not have been
as effective without 3D. And the flashing
green light was mesmerizing. Some of the
iconic lines — like “I hope she’ll be a fool”
and “they’re a rotten crowd, you’re worth
the whole bunch” — were delivered effortlessly and did the novel justice. Sadly, the
ostentatiousness of the film proved to be
too much for my taste, and, while I appreciated Luhrmann’s imagination, this is not
how I wanted the story to be told.
Lurhmann proved that he can put on
a big show, but he can’t take credit for the
story, or for the work done on the graphics.
He can only take credit for the actors’ performances, which were distasteful overall.
The music was a valiant effort at making the
film revolutionary, but it only succeeded as
a standalone soundtrack. It is understandable that he wanted to make a version of
the story that is so unexpected that it would
perhaps be beyond reproach. But such a
great American novel should not be tampered with.

Album review

Little Boots finds her own musical niche
New album delivers slick and club-friendly tunes
By Denis Bozic
Staff Writer

In the last ten years, the UK music scene
has been producing new female singersongwriters like an exponential growth
function let loose. After the great success
of Ireland-native Róisín Murphy’s trip hop
and dance-pop solo career in the UK, followed by Amy Winehouse’s planetary
breakout and her revival of contemporary
soul and jazz music, there have been few
major waves of incoming sound — and
look-alike female musicians. Adele and
Duffy were the first ones to take and pass
on Winehouse’s torch, by writing and producing similarly soulful and bluesy songs.
By the end of the 2000s, a new wave of
more-pop-oriented female artists brought
VV Brown, Jessie J, Florence Welch (of Florence + The Machine), and Marina Diamandis (of Marina and the Diamonds). In the
meantime, Róisín Murphy-inspired artists,
such as Elly Jackson (of La Roux) and Ellie
Goulding, diversified the music scene by
popularizing electro-pop music.
Victoria Hesketh, otherwise known
as Little Boots, is one of the latter. A selfadvertised phenomenon on YouTube and
MySpace, Little Boots came to prominence
after her songs garnered the attention of

various critics, who praised her for her refreshing twist on mainstream electronic
music. The wide acknowledgement and
hype escalated after the official release of
her debut album Hands in 2009. While the
album was a satisfying musical novelty, it
lacked a smooth production, and the spark
of her cool and quirky personality. Luckily,
Little Boots’ new dance album Nocturnes
compensates for the previous misses and
brings out Hesketh’s modest uniqueness.
“Indebted to the night,” as Hesketh puts
it, Nocturnes is a 50-minute album that
weaves love and nightclub dance plots
into heavy, Hercules-and-Love-Affairesque beats. It might sound tawdry, but
Little Boots does it well — just when the
darker and rhythmically mellower tracks
like “Motorway” and “Confusion” build
up the album’s emotional spectrum, the
album’s deep house and pop gems infuse
the atmosphere with careless and sinisteryet-innocent hooks. The best of these is
the track “Shake,” produced by Hesketh
and Simian Mobile Disco’s James Ford,
which defines the “ultimate dance track”
template. With the infectiously catchy lyrics “Everybody shake, la la la la la la, until
your heart breaks,” “Shake” is guaranteed
to shake the unshakeable.
The album openly draws influences

from many other artists. “Beat” sounds like
an incarnation of Kylie Minogue, “Satellite”
is reminiscent of a Kate Havnevik-inspired
electro fairytale, and the rest of the tracks
share the common flavor of Goldfrapp, Róisín Murphy and a bit of Sophie Ellis-Bextor.
Even with all these influences and previously-invented dance tunes, Little Boots
still sounds as tonic and refreshing as ever.
A few tracks, such as “Crescendo,” “Strangers,” and “All For You,” become somewhat
repetitive and bog down the album’s progressiveness, but the overall result is still
satisfying. It took her some time to move
from the comfort zone of her previous album, but it seems that she has finally found
her own safe haven in the music industry.
With Nocturnes, Little Boots will permanently leave her footprints on the UK music scene. The album is not as old-school
and original as Róisín Murphy’s Overpowered, nor does it possess the timelessness
of Amy Winehouse’s Back to Black, but it
has enough quality to prove her superiority
over overhyped Brit contemporaries, such
as Ellie Goulding. Just observe carefully —
when the singles from Nocturnes reach the
wider mainstream audiences, the clubbing
scenes will ignite and perk up worldwide.
Highlight tracks: “Shake,” “Beat Beat,”
“Every Night I Say a Prayer,” “Satellite.”

HHHH✩
Nocturnes
Little Boots
On Repeat
Released May 7, 2013
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Science-inspired art

An MIT alumna demonstrates her work
By Edwina Portocarrero

courtesy of julia ogrydziak

Julia C. Ogrydziak ‘96.

CAST’S Spring Sound Series brought to us
alumna Julia C. Ogrydziak ’96, a multi-everything artist. Ogrydziak exploited all the goodness MIT had to offer her, and in return, she
has made the most out of what MIT gave her.
While pursuing a double degree in Physics
and Music, she UROPed for a couple of years
in the then-called Hyperinstruments Group at
the Media Lab, which focused on multi-media
and performance. After that, she pursued her
interest in design by getting a degree at Harvard’s Graduate School of Design. Phew.
Now based in San Francisco, Ogrydziak
seems to be one of those people for whom
days are 50 hours long and weeks have
10 days in them. She does not stop creating. Her talk provided a cohesive and wellnarrated glimpse into her past and current
doings, spanning from intimate personal
photography projects to grand multi-media
performances. For these, she was not only a
violinist, but also a performer, a composer,
and an integral part of the conception, design, production and marketing. She credited her entrepreneurial spirit to her MIT “up-

bringing,” and was enthusiastic in her praise
of the Music Department for its invaluable
peer treatment, and the support and accessibility of her professors.

Her talk provided a
cohesive and wellnarrated glimpse into
her past and current
doings.
Ogrydziak’s works are usually inspired
and enabled by science and technology.
She has a long-standing working relationship with CAPACITOR, a multidisciplinary,
science-inspired collective, and is particularly interested in film as a medium. She just
launched a streamlined video sharing iOS
app, Moovee, and some of her artwork has
paired classical music with club VJ (video
jockey) technology. Ogrydziak constantly
seeks ways to present her work in ways that
will attract a diverse audience, and she has
had the opportunity to work in spaces not

Julia Ogrydziak ’96
CAST Spring Sound Series
May 1, 2013
originally conceived for performance —
for example, her multi-media piece DARK
BLUE SKY DREAM was performed at the
Chabot Planetarium.
In spite of her breadth and depth, and
busily creative life, Ogrydziak nonetheless
retains an approachable, humble, generous, and passionate demeanor. She is an
accomplished young soul, who is not afraid
of embracing new technologies, and who is
always on the lookout for innovative means
of expression. Her talk closed with a treat: a
sneak peek at Ogrydziak’s latest collaborative composition with CAPACITOR: FLOCK,
which is based on the flocking behavior of
birds. Hopefully, it will migrate from coast to
coast because from the little taste we got, it
seems like it will surely be a delightful and
insightful multi-sensorial experience.

movie review

A snazzy exosuit, a power couple, and a lot of battles
Brimming with laughs and action, Iron Man 3 doesn’t disappoint
By Steven Sullivan
Staff Writer

Some people have questioned whether
their favorite Avenger is Iron Man or Robert Downey Jr. Iron Man 3 seeks to unite
the disparate personalities that are the
cocky billionaire Tony Stark and the selfless
armored hero Iron Man. It explores this
theme through two hours of over-the-top
action scenes and genuinely funny humor.
As great as the special effects and jokes are,
they leave little room for a cohesive or moving narrative. Still, I was having so much
fun I barely noticed.
In Iron Man 3, Iron Man has a new suit,
which is able to separate into many individual components that can each fly through
the air and attach to Tony Stark. This new
trick is used to great effect in the movie in
a variety of interesting ways. What if Iron
Man only has a couple pieces of armor?
What if he wants the armor to latch onto
someone else? In fact, variety is the best
word to describe the movie’s many action
sequences. Iron Man has to use hand-tohand combat to fight off a cybernetic assassin, infiltrate an enemy compound sans
armor, and play Superman to save people
from a falling airplane.
The villains this time around include a
mysterious terrorist, the head of a weapons research group, and a group of biologically enhanced humans with strength and
regeneration abilities similar to the robot
from Terminator 2. The large number of
villains gives Tony Stark plenty of battles
to fight, but it’s also interesting to see him
struggle to overcome the obstacles in his
own mind, as he copes with the traumatic
events of The Avengers.
The movie’s humor includes a surprising amount of slapstick, and plenty of Tony
Stark making jokes at other people’s expenses. I honestly can’t remember laughing out loud this much during a superhero
movie. My only gripe is that the humor is so
frequent that it’s difficult to feel the gravity
of the more serious parts of the film. Even
the darkest scenes of Iron Man 3 have a joke
or two thrown in.
The movie’s plot isn’t too difficult to follow, but has several holes in it that might
throw story-oriented viewers, some more
serious than others. I know I wasn’t the only
MIT student at the film disconcerted that
Tony Stark was able to charge his technological marvel of an exosuit to 98 percent capacity off of a car battery. Nerd rage at its finest.
Considering the significant amount of
lead-in content for The Avengers in the first
two Iron Man films, Iron Man 3 is notable
for its small number of references to the
larger cinematic universe. Neither SHIELD
nor Tony’s fellow Avengers appear to aid
him in this film. Iron Man 3 focuses mainly

HHHH✩
Iron Man 3
Directed by Shane Black
Starring Robert Downey Jr.,
Gwyneth Paltrow, and Don
Cheadle.
Rated PG-13
Now Playing
on wrapping up the plotlines within its own
franchise, like the relationship between
Tony and Pepper Potts. It was fun to see
them work together as a couple in this film,
when so many other superhero films rely on
romantic tension.
Iron Man 3 delivers on the action and
suspense that viewers have come to expect
after The Avengers. It also manages to cram
in more humor than you may have thought
possible for a superhero movie. The action
drives the film more than the plot, but this
won’t spoil the experience for most people.
If, like me, the film’s ending was the last
thing you wanted to see, make sure to stick
around for the bonus scene after the credits
roll.

Walt Disney Studios Motion Pictures

The (empty) Iron Man suit and Pepper Potts (Gwyneth Paltrow) in Iron Man 3.

Walt Disney Studios Motion Pictures

Iron Man (Robert Downey Jr.) tries out his latest-and-greatest: the Mark XLII prehensile suit.
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Ballet review

Omne trium perfectum

Boston Ballet brings us another trio of performances for our evening entertainment
By Angelique Nehmzow
arts editor

Every time I go to the Boston Opera
House I am blown away. Last week, which
saw the premier of Chroma, was no different.
The audience was treated to three very different but complementary ballet performances:
Serenade, Chroma, and Symphony in C.
The first dance, Serenade, was set to
Tchaikovsky’s “Serenade for Strings in C.” It
was the first ballet choreographed in America
by George Balanchine, the immensely prolific and esteemed Russian choreographer
who helped found the New York City Ballet. The curtains rose to reveal a stage filled
with women, identically dressed in pale blue
tight-fitting leotards and long, translucent
skirts. Like puffs of smoke uncurling, these
nebulous swathes of chiffon served to emphasize the celestial nature of the dancers.

Dancing with great
vigor, and in exquisite
synchronicity, there
was a snapshot
moment when they
leapt high into the air.
The focus was on the female dancers,
and remained so throughout the piece, as
they danced in sync or in various formations, sometimes drawing our focus to an
individual, and sometimes making us appreciate the collaboration between dancers. For example, in one strangely hypnotic
scene, a single row of girls stood alone on
stage, with their backs to the audience. On
pointe, they slowly and graciously twirled
the outer dancers into and through the
center of the line several times, and then
twirled them back out again.
In another scene, midway through Serenade, as the girls danced off-stage we saw
one fall to the ground, her hair in disarray. After the slick, classical moves of the
beginning, this was a jarring experience,
as though something had gone terribly
wrong. Thereafter, one of the male dancers,
wearing a midnight blue leotard with low
scoop neckline, came on stage and arched
his body over the fallen dancer. Close behind him stood another woman, with her
arms contorted above her, as if she were
embodying his wings. Throughout the next
part of the dance, there was so much tension and emotion in the dancing, it seemed
the dancers were involved in a dramatic
love story, but it was up to the imagination
of individual audience members to decide
what this story might be.
The final scene was striking and unforgettable. One female dancer, standing with
her hands stretched above her head, was

Gene Schiavone

Patrick Yocum, Bradley Schlagheck, Lawrence Rines, and Whitney Jensen perform in Symphony in C.
lifted by her ankles and held high by four
male dancers. Like a banner or a trophy,
she was carried down an imaginary “aisle,”
which cut diagonally from the front right
to the back left of the stage. On either side
of this were female dancers hovering on
pointe, with their arms similarly stretched
above their heads and facing the same direction as the dancer borne aloft. The curtains lowered on the men walking forward,
and the women lifting their eyes skyward
and bending backwards, as though transcending the earth.

The effect of the
entirely white set was
of an otherworldly,
sterile environment,
like the inside of a
spaceship.
The second piece, Chroma, after which
the triplet of pieces is named, was choreographed by Wayne McGregor. It was set to
a score by Joby Talbot and featured musical arrangements by Jack White of American rock duo The White Stripes. These required more musicians than almost any
other Boston Ballet performance, so musicians played from the boxes at either side
of the stage, which are usually reserved for

seating. As such, the music in Chroma was
physically and psychologically a part of the
foreground. Musicians far outnumbered
dancers, and the music was so loud and
powerful it rolled over us like waves, keeping us engaged and excited.
Fittingly, the set was entirely white,
with a large cut-out “window” in the back
wall, showing a somewhat more distant
white wall. The effect was of an otherworldly, sterile environment, like the inside of
a spaceship. The dancers — six male and
four female — were dressed alike in square,
thin-strapped chemises in subdued colors
of lilac, olive, pink, or nude. With their feminine attire and gyrating moves, I sometimes
mistook a male dancer for a female one, and
vice versa. The dancers were highly energetic, keeping time with the music, and faintly
alien-like, with indecipherable expressions
that struck a balance between deadpan and
severe. It was impossible to see everything
at once — they danced solo, or one or two
males would dance with a female dancer,
but each individual, pair, or trio would
tend to occupy a different part of the stage
and dance simultaneously with any other.
I found myself simply focusing on a body
part here or there, marveling at the perfectly
toned muscle, and the incredible rapidity
and flawless control of its movement.
Symphony in C was the final performance, set to the eponymous symphony in
four movements by Bizet, which he composed when he was 17 years old, and cho-

Chroma
Boston Ballet Company
May 2–12, 2013
Boston Opera House
reographed by the aforementioned George
Balanchine in a period of just two weeks.
The piece was epic in scale, with fifty-two
dancers. The female dancers wore traditional ballet garb, with stiff white tutus that
crowned their long slender legs, and a few
wore sparkling tiaras. As in Serenade, the
male dancers wore dark blue outfits, this
time with slightly flounced velvet sleeves,
and the stage was bare with a blue backdrop. The dancing was classical in style,
and continued with the high energy of the
previous performance. One scene that imprinted itself into my memory was when the
female dancers fringed the stage, and the
male dancers gathered in the center of the
stage. Dancing with great vigor, and in exquisite synchronicity, there was a snapshot
moment when they leapt high into the air
— and that is how I will forever remember
this piece.
It was a wonderful ending to an eventful
evening. Chroma, all three parts of it, holds
the attention captive and keeps the audience
intrigued about what is in store for them
next. It is well worth going to see.

Gene Schiavone

Lia Cirio and Lasha Khozashvili perform in Wayne McGregor’s Chroma.

Gene Schiavone

Jeffrey Cirio in Wayne McGregor’s Chroma.
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Sal Khan talks about his educational philosophy
Sal Khan visits the institute to talk about the future of online education and teaching
Khan, from Page 1
Khan.
Khan came across as an engaging, humble speaker. He was initially hesitant to pinpoint a “secret
of success” for Khan Academy.
When pressed by Reif, he offered
that the casual atmosphere of his
online tutoring videos is what most
likely draws students to his site.
Khan, who made his first video to
tutor a family member, explained
that his videos would probably
have been very different if he knew
that Bill Gates would be watching
his videos instead of his seventhgrade cousin.
In addition, Khan drew several
parallels between Khan Academy
and MIT and Harvard’s joint edX

venture.
“I think they’re doing a lot of
good,” said Khan, praising edX and
the other MOOCs (Massive Online
Open Courses) for their mission to
provide a high-quality education to
anyone who wants one.
Khan expects that other universities will follow suit if they see
MIT and Harvard start to change
their educational models. He made
the analogy that “everyone wants
to wear the jeans that Jennifer Lopez wears,” another comment that
drew laughter from the audience.
Although Khan is adamant that
his organization will always be free,
he admits that at one point, he considered making it a for-profit organization. After the first few meetings with companies, however, he

realized that he wasn’t comfortable
with commercializing the website.
“I could be dressed a little bit better,” Khan joked.

employees answered questions
from the audience. The Khan Academy staff, like Khan himself, all
struck me as surprisingly young

Although initially hesitant to pinpoint a
‘secret of success’, when pressed by Reif,
Khan offered that the casual atmosphere
of his online tutoring videos is what most
likely drew students to his site.
Now, the site is run on donations by large supporters such as
Google and the Bill and Melinda
Gates Foundation.
After the interview, StartLabs
hosted a private reception with
Khan at the R&D Pub in Stata, in
which a panel of Khan Academy

and motivated. Each of them
seemed excited about their work,
and weren’t afraid to drop hints every now and then about recruiting.
“You get to work with, in my
mind, the best team in industry,”
said Khan, namedropping Craig
Silverstein — the first employee

at Google and one of the original
builders of the search engine itself
— as one of the nonprofit’s employees. “It really is a superstar team
where you’ll get better mentorship
than frankly anywhere else.”
There was a never a shortage of
questions at the reception as people crowded into the pub. Some of
the students at the reception were
clearly huge fans of Khan Academy. “Be scrappy, bottoms-up, and
get something going,” encouraged
Khan in response to a student on
how to bring Khan Academy to his
old high school.
In the future, said Khan, he
hopes to continue to reach out to
the underprivileged community,
and eventually be able to educate
children from all over the world.

MIT ONLINE SUBJECT EVALUATIONS ARE NOW OPEN
Evaluate subjects and teachers through Monday, May 20 at 9am

web.mit.edu/subjectevaluation
View past evaluation results:

web.mit.edu/subjectevaluation/results.html
ALL FEEDBACK IS READ AND VALUED... especially your written comments!
This space donated by The Tech
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Bexley closing due to significant structural damage
MIT to cover summer storage and transportation costs for displaced residents of Bexley
Bexley, from Page 1
eeh could be able to accommodate
the group of 40 Bexley residents who
said they wanted to live together.
According to Colombo, housemasters were told to have these lists
of available rooms ready by 4 p.m.
today. He added that they’re still trying to “find a mechanism of how to
distribute these rooms in a fair manner to all Bexley students.”
Some doubles in Maseeh Hall
are being turned into quads, but
MIT has “planned to do that all
along,” Colombo said, explaining
that those rooms were designed
for three or four beds. “There’s no
difference in our capacity for Maseeh.” (Triples are generally avoided,
Grimson said, because of the possibility of unwanted “two-on-one”
situations.)
However, in a late-night meeting with the Maseeh legislature
yesterday, Maseeh RLAD Rebecca

Kjaerbye told residents that Maseeh
would be increasing its capacity by
another 15 students, making its total
capacity 505, whether or not Bexley
students move in. Maseeh residents
on each floor voted last night on
whether or not residents wanted to
give the entire ground floor to Bexley residents, which would mean
that many fewer freshmen for Maseeh. According to Kjaerbye, “a lot of
buildings … will be expanded,” as
other dorms accommodate groups
of Bexley residents.
The extent of the repairs to Bexley
will be determined in a “programming, planning, and designing”
phase, which will take “no less than
a year,” said Dick Amster, Director of
Facilities, Campus Planning, Engineering, and Construction.
Until that phase is over, the fate
of the murals in Bexley, part of a
culture some feel is now at stake, is
unknown.
After the planning, construction will take “probably a year and a

half,” Amster said.
At the very least, the renovated
building will have to include a new
elevator for accessibility to meet today’s ADA guidelines, Amster said.
The building suffers from “water

will be closed during the summer
for further interior and exterior
work.
The buildings next door to Random on the 300 Mass. Ave. block
are being demolished to make way

Until the programming, planning, and
designing phase is over — which will take
no more than a year — the fate of the
murals in Bexley, part of a culture some
feel is now at stake, will be unknown.
damage inside the building’s exterior walls,” according to an MIT announcement. As of press time, Amster has not responded to a request
for the engineering report, though
he did speak with The Tech.
Before spring break, workers
also discovered loose bricks on Random Hall’s façade during inspections planned as part of the capital
renewal efforts. Though work was
done over spring break, Random

for a new pharmaceutical building,
a project of Forest City developers.
The demolitions are scheduled to be
completed by the end of the summer. Construction is scheduled to be
completed by 2015.
Despite the impending demolition next door and the need for
exterior repairs, Senior Associate
Dean for Residential Life and Dining
Henry Humphreys confirmed that
Random Hall will be open next Fall.

Do you want to be like Sherlock Holmes?
The Tech is looking for investigative reporters.
Do you like asking tough questions?
Do you enjoy nosing around and collecting evidence?
If so, we want you on our team!
join@tech.mit.edu

“You will be able to move back in
after the summer. You have my word
on that,” Humphreys told Random
residents at a meeting Wednesday
night.
Humphreys said that MIT has
started thinking about contingency
plans in case Random students are
not able to immediately move in at
the start of the Fall, but that there are
no such plans yet.
MIT will cover summer storage
costs for both Bexley and Random
students, who are being asked to
move all of their belongings. MIT
will also cover moving costs for Bexley residents who choose to join an
independent living group or live off
campus.
Grimson said he was happy to see
the Division of Student Life, housemasters, and student leadership “all
coming together to fix this” as a community. “That’s what we do when we
have a crisis.”
Michelle
Szucs
contributed
reporting.
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Speak Your Mind

Solution to
Crossword
from page 7
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MIT students’ stories on coping with mental illnesses
My title is one of the slogans proposed to increase awareness of Impostor Syndrome by a group of faculty, staff, postdocs, and
graduate students who participated in a facilitated conversation about this subject in my department. Impostor Syndrome is the
feeling of not deserving to be in the position you are, and of being afraid that advisors, instructors, or peers will come to realize
that you are not as capable as you may seem. The effect can be harmful when it selectively reinforces negative messages and
causes people to try less hard because they are convinced they are incompetent when they are not. Conversely, the ability to
identi
identify and counter these feelings with positive reinforcement and determination can be very helpful in increasing ability
through effort and practice.
I experienced Impostor Syndrome vividly when I started teaching as a faculty member at the very university that rejected me for
undergraduate admission. How could I ever hope to teach such brilliant students? Although no one had told me about the syndrome, I knew instinctively that I just had to persevere through my fears. Experience and hard work came to my aid. The lesson?
Persistence matters.

Solution to
Techdoku

When postdoc Kathy Cooksey proposed leading a discussion of Impostor Syndrome in my department, I was delighted that others
would learn and share from our collective experience. We also beneﬁtted from an informal survey of graduate students conducted by Stanford Professor Margot Gerritsen. (See her presentation at a career development workshop for graduate students and
postdocs in the geosciences.) The survey was not ofﬁcially endorsed by Stanford nor were the survey questions vetted by experts.
Nevertheless, its results ring true and point out a concern for gender equity: women appear to experience Impostor Syndrome
men 43% of males surveyed and 62% of females surveyed "often or always" think "I'm afraid to be found out" while
more than men.
30% of males and 15% of females never or rarely felt that. Responses to these feelings also show gender differences: 52% of
males who admitted such feelings felt that their performance was negatively affected compared with 87% of females; 27% of
males with such feelings reacted positively ("work harder") while only 7% of females did. Even though the statistical signiﬁcance
of these differences cannot be established, the results are concerning.

from page 6
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It's important for educators to be aware of Impostor Syndrome as well as preventative and palliative measures. It's endemic at
my university and maybe at yours. We should educate students that they're not alone in having these feelings and that there are
helpful responses. As Kathy suggests, having a malleable rather than a ﬁxed mindset is helpful. Successful people everywhere
learn that failure is the ﬁrst step towards mastery.
Eleanor Roosevelt said, "No one can make you feel inferior without your consent." We must not allow ourselves to retain feelings
of inferiority. Had I succumbed to that response 30 years ago, I would not be writing here today.
Active Minds @MIT
http://activeminds.mit.edu/main.html
Contact us
activeminds-exec@mit.edu

Mental Health and Counseling
Third Floor of E23
Schedule an Appointment: 617-253-2916
Walk-in Urgent Hours: M–F, 2–4 p.m.
http://medweb.mit.edu/directory/services/mental_health.html
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2.007 Design and Manufacturing competition
Students in 2.007 built and designed robots to compete in this year’s ‘Operation 2.007’

Emily Kellison-Linn—The Tech

Camille E. Richman ’14 maneuvers her robot to stretch a rubber band between
two pegs at the competition.

Emily Kellison-Linn—The Tech

2.007 professor Daniel D. Frey explains the rules of the 2.007 competition.

Emily Kellison-Linn—The Tech

Competitors wait their turn at the 2.007 Design and Manufacturing competition held Wednesday and Thursday evening in Johnson. Students in the 2.007 course had one
semester to build and design a radio-controlled robot to compete in this year’s challenge, “Operation 2.007.” Robots could earn points during two-minute matches by completing
various tasks based on medical procedures, such as removing an instrument from the leg of Tim the Beaver, or measuring the magnetic field in his brain to imitate an MRI scan.

Emily Kellison-Linn—The Tech

Aarti N. Anturkar ’14 tries to control her robot to pick up a wrench.

Emily Kellison-Linn—The Tech

Kyle D. Bowman ‘14 tries to measure the magnetic field in the brain of Tim the
Beaver.
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Cycling caps off season with Tech Tennis heads
DII national and ECCC titles to DIII nationals
Ralston wins individual omnium at nationals
By Sarah Weir
sports editor

The MIT Cycling team capped off a great season
last weekend in Ogden, UT, where they won the Division II National Championships team omnium. This
comes after a stellar performance the
weekend before at Penn State where
MIT secured the season team omnium
victory in the Eastern Collegiate Cycling Conference (ECCC). The team
omnium competition combines points
from all men’s and women’s races, so
usually requires a team to have depth in both fields.

Eastern Championships
Two weekends ago, the team made the long
drive to Penn State to compete in the ECCC Championships. The race weekend included the exciting/
scary road race up “Black Mo’” which is basically a
large mountain inside Black Moshannon State Park
in Philipsburg, PA. The first race on Saturday was the
team time trial (TTT), a quick 9.5-mile race in the
state park. The MIT men’s A team edged out home
team Penn State by eight seconds to start the weekend on top.
After warming up in the cars and eating some
pancakes, the team prepared for the infamous road
race, which included 1874 feet of climbing per 21.4
mile lap. The men’s A race involved three laps of the

Upcoming Home Events
Friday, May 10
Baseball vs. Mitchell

This space donated by The Tech

3 p.m., Briggs Field

course. Cameron Valier Cogburn G won the race in
3:12:54, beating second place by over two minutes.
Yuri Matsumoto G finished sixth in the women’s A
field, which completed two laps of the course.
The next day, the team headed over to Penn
State’s frat row to race in a technical, 1-kilometer long
criterium. Shaena R. Berlin ’13, a Tech meteorologist,
finished third in the women’s A race, with teammate
Katherine A. Wymbs ’14 close behind in seventh
place. Katie F. Maass G and Georgia K. Lagoudas G
maintained their early breakaway in the women’s
C race and finished in first and fourth, respectively.
In an amazing show of teamwork, the MIT racers in
the men’s D field propelled teammate Anton Stuart
Hunt G into a solo breakaway early on. Hunt ended
up winning the race, and teammate Adam Thomas
Jones G finished fourth.

National Championships
It’s nearing the end of the semester and assignments are piling up, but ten MIT riders made the trip
out to Ogden, UT for last weekend’s Collegiate Road
National Championships. In three days, MIT won
multiple races and left with the team omnium award.
The MIT women’s team dominated Friday’s TTT,
beating second place Whitman College by over three
minutes. Despite an unfortunate crash at the end of
the criterium on Saturday, Laura Rosalind Ralston G
finished third and Christina Marie Birch G finished
sixth.
On Sunday, the teams competed in the road
race, which involved 101 kilometers for the women
and 125 kilometers for the men. After a solo effort
on the last climb, Cogburn won his race by more
than two minutes. Four MIT women finished in
the top 12, with Ralston finishing second to cap off
a great season and secure her individual omnium
title.

Quisenberry, Zhang to compete
By Charlotte Brackett
daper staff

The list of the individuals who
will be competing in the 2013
NCAA Division III Tennis Tournament was released
on Wednesday afternoon, revealing
the names of two
MIT athletes. Lauren C. Quisenberry
’14 will represent
the MIT women’s tennis team for
the second time in her career, the
last of which was in 2011, while
Edwin M. Zhang ’14 will be making his first nationals appearance.
The last MIT men’s tennis player
to make it to NCAAs was Tom
Dohlman in 2007.
The individual championships that will be taking place
Thursday through Saturday, May
23–25 at Stowe Stadium in Kalamazoo, Mich., will consist of
32 singles players and 16 doubles
teams.
So far this season, Quisenberry is 18-2 in singles play, with
every match being played at No.
1. At NEWMACs, she was selected as the conference’s Women’s
Tennis Athlete of the Year for the
second time in her three years
at MIT after winning both doubles and singles in the top spot
against Wellesley College in the

Please join the Lead Safe America Foundation
for a Focus Group and Screening
of the latest “rough-cut” of the documentary ﬁlm

with director Tamara Elise Rubin

Monday, May 13, 2013
7 to 8:45 pm
Room 26-100
Beverages & Snacks Provided
Hosted by the MIT Film Club
This space donated by The Tech

championship final.
Zhang has compiled a 12-5 record, with all games played in the
No. 1 spot. At NEWMACs late last
month, he was not only named to
the All-Conference team but was
also selected as the Athlete of the
Year for his performances so far
this season. He wrapped up the
championship this year with two
doubles wins at No. 1.
This information was released
just two days after the announcement that both the women’s
and men’s tennis teams at MIT
had made it to the NCAA tournament. After winning its first
conference title since 2002 back
in October, the women’s team
received an automatic bid to the
national tournament. This will be
just the third time in the history
of the women’s program that the
Engineers have been invited to
nationals, the last time being in
2000. MIT is 1-3 in NCAA play.
The men will be making
their eighth consecutive trip
to NCAAs. The Engineers are
fresh off winning their 15th consecutive New England Women’s
and Men’s Athletic Conference
(NEWMAC) title after defeating
Babson College with a score of
5-1 at home two weeks ago. Last
year at NCAAs, after receiving a
first round bye, the Engineers defeated Stevens Institute of Technology with a score of 5-1 in the
second round before falling to
Williams College in the third with
a score of 5-0. Overall, MIT is 1119 in NCAA action.
First to play are the men, who
will face the winner of the UMassBoston vs. Skidmore in the second round at 9:30 a.m. on Friday,
May 10 at Williams. If victorious,
the Engineers will enter the third
round on Saturday morning.
The No. 20 nationally-ranked
women’s program opened the
tournament by battling Simmons College in the first round
yesterday at 2:30 p.m. The winner
of that round will go on to face
Middlebury College at 2:30 p.m.
today. The quarterfinals, semifinals and finals for both the men
and the women will be played
from Monday through Wednesday, May 20–22 in Kalamazoo.

Want to gain
marketable
job skills?

Join
The Tech’s
Technology
department
and learn
how to use
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Linux
Apache
PHP
Python
Perl
OSX
MySQL
and more!

E-mail
join@tech.mit.edu

