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MIT in the storm

Facilities and dining staff remain
active around campus in storm

By Jessica J. Pourian
CONTRIBUTING EDITOR

While students were out enjoy-
ing the snow, MIT employees were
busy keeping the campus running.
Though classes were canceled last
Friday, hundreds of workers for
Bon Appétit and facilities were
hard at work. Due to the lack of
transportation, many of them re-
mained around campus on Friday
night.

Dining

Dining services remained ac-
tive on campus over the weekend,
as Bon Appétit is contractually ob-
ligated to provide dining as long as
it is reasonably able to do so, said
Dean for Student Life Chris Co-
lombo. “They have been wonder-
ful in meeting their obligation,” he
said.

Bon Appétit workers remained
on campus during Nemo and also
during Hurricane Sandy last Octo-
ber. “We worked with them to try to
accommodate if there were staff-
ing needs — people could stay on
campus in apartments that were
vacant,” said Colombo.

Bon Appétit put many of their

Arevised policy on alcohol
A simplified, but vague, Good Samaritan policy

staff in surrounding hotels as well,
Colombo said, though he did not
know which ones. It was “probably
longer than a quick walk,” he said.

Friday’s meals went as usu-
al, and brunch and dinner were
served in the dining halls on Satur-
day, though the menu was limited.

Within the student center,
LaVerde’s, Café Spice, and Subway
stayed open for the entire week-
end. Anna’s Taqueria, Cambridge
Grill, and Dunkin’ Donuts were
open on Friday, but they were un-
able to be staffed during the storm
and were closed Saturday and Sun-
day. Much of the food in LaVerde’s
was pre-made in order to compen-
sate for the lack of cooking staff
over the weekend, said Phil Walsh,
director of Campus Activities Com-
plex (CAC).

Additional personnel and
workers

Dining workers were not the
only staff on campus on Friday.
Custodians, mechanics, service
staff (people who set up rooms
in the student center), and house
managers are all considered “es-
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Jazz vocalist Beth Logan Raffeld performs in Killian Hall Thursday evening as Keala Kaumeheiwa
supplies the bass line. The Valentine's Day jazz concert, sponsored by MIT Music and Theater Arts, also
featured music professor John Harbison on the piano and wind ensemble director Fred Harris on the
drums. In keeping with the holiday's mood, the concert included sentimental jazz standards like “Taking a
Chance on Love” and “My Romance”

DormCon lowers CPW event cap to 175

Dorms will be limited in the num- ing a cap, and 259 dorm events were held

By Bruno B.F. Faviero
NEWS EDITOR

MIT has recently changed its “Good Samar-
itan Policy.” Meant to protect those who call for
help for a victim in an alcohol-related emer-
gency, the policy is designed so that the “good
samaritan” will not get in trouble for calling
an ambulance for someone. The old policy,
largely unchanged since it was written in the
mid-2000s, was several pages long, and also
included minimum outcomes (e.g. a follow-up
from housemaster, or review by the Commit-
tee on Discipline) for individuals transported
to a hospital many times or living groups re-
sponsible for the intoxication. Last spring, Don
Camelio, director of Community Development
and Substance Abuse, and Judith M. Robin-
son, associate dean for Student Outreach and
Support, conducted focus groups about the
old policy, and then created the Alcohol Policy
Working Group to further review it. They de-
cided to modify the policy “to remove some of
the perceived barriers to seeking help’, accord-

IN SHORT

No classes on Monday due
to President’s Day! Tuesday
will be on a Monday class

mitcpw.org/pages/host.shtmil.

Minor Completion forms for
final-term seniors must be
submitted by Friday, Feb. 22.

ing to the CDSA website. Camelio described
the old policy as “not user friendly.”

The new policy, entitled “Practice for
Seeking Help During Alcohol Related Medi-
cal Emergencies,” consists of a few simple,
yet broad, paragraphs. The essence of the re-
vision is that “MIT treats this as a health and
safety concern and not a disciplinary matter,
said Camelio. According to the policy, after an
alcohol-related emergency, students are ex-
pected to cooperate with Institute officials and
meet with appropriate Institute administrative
staff, and the student that received medical
attention is required to complete educational
and/or counseling programs. The policy does
not protect students involved in “serious or
flagrant violations of the MIT policy,” such as
violence, harassment, and “instances where
groups of students require medical attention.”

The policy applies not only to individuals,
but also organizations, living groups, their
members, and the associated responsible peo-

Good Samaritan, Page 9

ber of Campus Preview Weekend events
that they can hold this year, according
to Katherine Kelley, assistant director of
admissions. The total number of dorm
CPW events will be capped at 175, and the
events will be divided between dorms by
DormCon, according to Kelley. This is the
second year that a cap has been in place
for dorm events; last year, the number of
events was capped at 200.

According to Kelley, the cap was
put in place in response to prefrosh re-
sponses to a CPW feedback survey. “We
survey prefrosh every year as they are
exiting CPW with about a 90 percent re-
sponse rate. We have seen an increase
in feedback over the past few years that
the number of events is too overwhelm-
ing and, for some events, the quality has
suffered,” Kelley said in an email to The
Tech. According to Kelley, the number of
dorm CPW events increased by 48 per-
cent over the four years prior to institut-

at CPW 2011, the year before the cap was
introduced.

The idea of a cap on the number of
events has been met with resistance by
some students. “We have a lot of people
with creative ideas, and it’s frustrating to
tell someone with a greatidea that they're
really excited about that they’re not al-
lowed to do it because of an events cap,”
Kelly E. Snyder 14, CPW chair for East
Campus, said in an email to The Tech.
“We’ve managed to maintain having a
CPW the way we want to have it for the
most part, but the planning process now
involves more strategizing and working
around the events cap.”

The deadline to register an event is Feb.
25, and the DormCon executive board has
been given the task of distributing event
allowances to dorms. “We are working
closely with them [DormCon] leading up
to the events deadline,” Kelley said.

—Emily Kellison-Linn

Feeling under pressure recently?

Chancellor sponsors forum to discuss student stress at the Institute

schedule.

Submit an abstract to the
new Course 6 undergradu-
ate research conference,
EECSCon, at eecscon.mit.edu
by 5 p.m. Friday, Feb. 15.

CPW host registration is up!
Register at hittp://community.

Otherwise, there is a $50 late
fee.

The Spring 2013 UROP Direct
Funding application deadline
is Thursday, Feb. 21. Apply at
web.mit.edu/urop/apply/.

Send news information and
tips to news@tech.mit.edu.

By Adisa Kruayatidee

STAFF REPORTER

How can MIT students change
expectations so they don’t compete
against each other? Should under-
graduates feel like underachievers if
they are taking only four classes? Can
a grad student work a 9-5 schedule
without feeling like they are slacking?
Are certain majors “less hardcore”
than others? Where does the faculty fit

into the picture of student stress?

Questions like these and many
more arose during last week’s discus-
sion forum on student stress, called
“Under Pressure” The discussion,
which was co-hosted by the chancel-
lor’s office and The Tech, was held in
1-390 on Tuesday at 5 p.m. About 50
students attended.

Chancellor Eric Grimson PhD 80
set the stage for the forum by bring-
ing up many of the issues that face

students at MIT today. Grimson spoke
of the “Imposter Syndrome” — how a
student can feel like they don’t belong
at MIT or were admitted by accident.
He admitted that during grad school
he felt like he spent most of his time
feeling like someone was about to tap
him on the shoulder, apologize, and
tell him they accidentally put his ap-
plication in the wrong pile. Grimson

Under pressure, Page 10
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What do the various
food venues on campus
do for your appetite?
FUN, p. 6

ON THIS DAY IN HISTORY...

Nature published the first draft of the
entire human genome on Feb. 15, 2001.

AND 449 YEARS AGO...

Galileo Galilei was born!
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Judge accepts Transocean plea
in gulf spill

HOUSTON — A federal judge in New Orleans approved on
Thursday Transocean’s agreement with prosecutors to plead
guilty to a misdemeanor charge and pay $400 million in crimi-
nal penalties for its role in the 2010 Gulf of Mexico oil well blow-
out that left 11 workers dead and resulted in a yearlong morato-
rium on deepwater drilling.

The Switzerland-based owner and operator of the ill-fated
Deepwater Horizon oil rig was charged with negligently dis-
charging oil into the gulf.

“I believe the plea agreement is reasonable and is accept-
ed,” said U.S. District Judge Jane Triche Milazzo. No witnesses
came to court to object to the agreement, and Milazzo said she
received no letters of opposition.

Transocean’s criminal fine is the second highest assessed
for an environmental disaster, but it pales in comparison with
the $1.26 billion in criminal fines that BP was assessed for the
same accident that spewed millions of barrels of crude oil into
the gulf, soiling hundreds of miles of beaches in Louisiana,
Mississippi and Alabama.

The judge’s action effectively closes the book on prosecu-
tions of Transocean, but the company must still settle with a
plaintiffs’ steering committee representing more than 100,000
people and businesses claiming damages.

—Clifford Krauss, The New York Times

Illinois senate approves same-
sex marriage bill

CHICAGO — With a Valentine’s Day vote, the Illinois Sen-
ate approved a bill Thursday that would legalize same-sex mar-
riage, inching the home state of President Barack Obama closer
to becoming the 10th in the nation, plus the District of Colum-
bia, to allow gay couples the right to wed.

The legislation passed 34-21, a margin that many considered
almost impossible, even in the Democratic-controlled legisla-
ture, just a few years ago. The result was seen not just as a hard-
fought victory for gay-rights advocates in Illinois but also as part
of a broader, rapid shift in public opinion on same-sex marriage.

“It wasn't too long ago that people did not think they would
see this day,” said State Rep. Greg Harris, who will be advocating
for the bill in the House. “A lot of parents said they didn’t think
their children would see this day.”

The vote comes two years after lawmakers passed civil-
union legislation in Illinois. At the time, it was considered a ma-
jor victory for supporters.

—Steven Yaccino, The New York Times

Lautenberg, New Jersey
Senator, says he’ll step down

Sen. Frank R. Lautenberg of New Jersey will retire rather than
seek a sixth term next year, he said Thursday.

Lautenberg, at 89 the oldest member of the Senate, was to of-
ficially announce his decision Friday in Paterson, where he grew
up the son of poor immigrant parents.

“This is not the end of anything, but rather the beginning of
a two-year mission to pass new gun safety laws, protect children
from toxic chemicals, and create more opportunities for working
families in New Jersey,” he said in a statement. “While I may not
be seekingre-election, there is plenty of work to do before the end
of this term, and I'm going to keep fighting as hard as ever for the
people of New Jersey in the U.S. Senate.”

Lautenberg, a Democrat who earned his fortune as a founder
of the huge payroll firm Automatic Data Processing, had left the
Senate once before, in 2001, but hated retirement so much that he
jumped at the chance to return when the state’s Democratic Party
was looking for someone to replace Sen. Robert Torricelli, then
facing an ethics investigation, on the ballot in 2002.

—Kate Zernike, The New York Times
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South Korea shows military
muscle in sparring with North

By Choe Sang-Hun

THE NEW YORK TIMES

SEOUL, South Korea — South
Korea flexed its military muscle
Thursday by staging large military
drills and disclosing a new cruise
missile capable of hitting any target
in North Korea, as the North became
increasingly candid about its inten-
tions to build intercontinental bal-
listic missiles tipped with nuclear
warheads.

“We no longer hide but pub-
licly declare: If the imperialists have
nuclear weapons, we must have
them, and if they have interconti-
nental ballistic missiles, we must
have them, too,” the North’s state-
run Rodong Sinmun newspaper, the
most authoritative mouthpiece for
the North'’s leadership, said in a com-
mentary published Thursday. “Anger
seeks weapons.”

“Imperialist” is the word that
North Korea uses to refer to the Unit-
ed States.

Washington and its allies have
condemned North Korea’s launch-
ing of a satellite in December and its
underground nuclear test Tuesday

as a cover for developing nuclear-
tipped ballistic missiles capable of
reaching North America. But only
recently did the North begin publicly
indicating that it intended to build
such missiles.

On Jan. 24, it said that Washing-
ton’s hostilities, which it said were
behind U.N. sanctions against the
country, were forcing it to redirect its
rocket and nuclear programs to “tar-
get against the U.S”

Although blustering is a com-
mon propaganda trope for North
Korea, its increasingly public boast-
ing comes amid growing as concerns
among the governments in the re-
gion that North Korea was moving
closer to building workable long-
range nuclear missiles. If unchecked,
U.S. officials feared, the North'’s drive
would embolden Iran to pursue its
own nuclear ambitions despite stiff
sanctions.

“It's important for the world to
have credibility with respect to our
nonproliferation efforts,” Secretary
of State John Kerry said Wednesday
in urging the world to make a “swift,
clear, strong and credible response”
to the North’s third nuclear test.

“What our response is with respect to
this will have an impact on all other
nonproliferation efforts.”

South Korea's reaction has been
swift. On Thursday;, its political par-
ties put aside their bickering over
domestic politics and passed nearly
unanimously a parliamentary reso-
lution condemning the North’s nu-
clear test. Its navy deployed destroy-
ers and submarines off its eastern
coast to test their combat readiness.

South Korea started a similar
naval drill off the western coast
Wednesday and planned Friday to
begin live-fire drills involving rock-
ets and artillery near the land border
with North Korea. The U.S. military,
which keeps 28,500 troops in South
Korea, was staging an air drill mobi-
lizing jet fighters of the two allies.

Also Thursday, the South’s De-
fense Ministry offered a rare glimpse
ofits military capabilities by releasing
a 50-second video clip that showed
two cruise missiles blasting targets
after they were launched by a South
Korean submarine and destroyer. It
was the first time the South Korean
military had publicly disclosed the
recently deployed missiles.

Prisoner X linked to Dubai
assassination in new report

By Jodi Rudoren

THE NEW YORK TIMES

JERUSALEM — The Australian-
Israeli man recently identified as
Prisoner X — found dead in 2010 in
a maximum-security prison cell —
may have been involved in the as-
sassination of a Hamas leader that
year, an episode that was among the
most embarrassing in the history of
Israel’s intelligence agency, Mossad.

The Kuwaiti newspaper Al Jarida
reported Thursday that Ben Zygier,
who immigrated to Israel from Aus-
tralia and apparently spent a decade
working for the Mossad, was among
the 26 suspects in the assassination
plot, in which Mahmoud al-Mab-
houh, a Hamas official, was drugged
and suffocated in his hotel room in
Dubai, United Arab Emirates.

Al Jarida, a liberal opposition
newspaper, said that Zygier had
provided the authorities in Dubai
with “names and pictures and ac-

curate details” in exchange for pro-
tection, but Israel kidnapped him
from a hiding place and imprisoned
him on charges of treason about
a month after the Jan. 19, 2010,
operation.

The Dubai plot, for which Israel
has never acknowledged responsi-
bility, led to diplomatic sanctions
against Israel because fake pass-
ports from Europe and Australia
were used in the operation. Austra-
lian journalists reported Thursday
that Zygier, one of several people
under investigation by the Austra-
lian intelligence service on suspi-
cion of passport fraud, was arrested
just before he was set to disclose
Israeli secrets about the passports
to the Australian government or the
news media.

The reports quoted a security of-
ficial with knowledge of the case as
saying that Zygier “may well have
been about to blow the whistle, but
he never got the chance”

The Israeli prime minister’s of-
fice and the Justice Ministry de-
clined to comment on the emerging
details in a case that has dominated
the news here for days, more than
two years after what appeared to
be the suicide of a man known only
as Prisoner X was revealed in local
news reports that the government
immediately quashed.

Politicians, journalists and hu-
man rights advocates have ques-
tioned the appropriateness of
Zygier's secret detention; the cir-
cumstances around his death by
hanging, which was ruled a sui-
cide despite his cell having been
under constant surveillance; and
the extraordinary court order that
barred local reporting on the entire
episode.

“The Prisoner X affair is a clas-
sic story of Israeli failure,” read the
headline over a column by Amir
Oren in the left-leaning daily news-
paper Haaretz.

More winter weather
approaching

By Shaena Berlin

STAFF METEOROLOGIST

mass moving in on Saturday
night. On Saturday, expect
temperatures around freez-
ing, with cloudy skies and a
chance of rain and snow in
the afternoon and evening.
Sunday and Monday will
bring crisp, clear mornings
with windchill in the single
digits. Only 14 more days
until meteorological spring
begins!

A few days of relative
warmth and sun started
melting the snow that piled
up from last weekend’s
blizzard. However, winter
weather will return by the
end of this weekend, with
light snowfall possible on
Saturday and an Arctic air

Extended Forecast

Today: Sunny with a high of 48°F (9°C). SW winds at
10-15 mph.

Tonight: Partly cloudy with a slight chance of snow. W
winds at 5 mph.

Tomorrow: Mostly cloudy with a high near 38°F (3°C)
and temperatures decreasing to 20°F (-7°C) over-
night. Possible afternoon and evening snow accu-
mulation up to a few inches.

Sunday: Sunny and colder. High near 26°F (-3°C). Low
around 14°F (-10°C). NW winds near 20 mph.

Monday: Clear and breezy. High around 34°F (1°C). Low
near 21°F (-6°C).
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Benedict says he will be ‘hidden
to the world’ in retirement

By Elisabetta Povoledo

THE NEW YORK TIMES

VATICAN CITY — Saying he
would soon be “hidden to the
world,” Pope Benedict XVI took his
leave of parish priests and clergy of
the Diocese of Rome on Thursday in
a moving encounter during which
he gave a personal, and incisive,
recollection of the Second Vatican
Council, the gathering of bishops 50
years ago that set the Roman Catho-
lic Church’s course for the future.

Benedict, who announced his
resignation four days ago — the first
pope to step down willingly in nearly
600 years — also indicated that he
would not hold a public role once
his resignation becomes official on
Feb. 28.

“Though I am now retiring to a
life of prayer, I will always be close to
all of you and I am sure all of you will
be close to me, even though I remain
hidden to the world,” he told the as-
sembly of hundreds of priests, who
had greeted him with a long, stand-
ing ovation and some tears.

The pope will live in a former
convent inside Vatican City.

At a news briefing Thursday, the
Rev. Federico Lombardi, the Vatican
spokesman, said Benedict’s long-
time secretary, Archbishop Georg
Gaenswein, who was also named
prefect of the papal household two
months ago, would continue to work
for him.

Lombardi said he saw no conflict
of interest if Gaenswein served the
current pope and his successor.

The prefect is responsible for lo-
gistical duties, and “in this sense it
is not a profound problem, I think,’
Lombardi said.

The nuns who currently tend to
the pope will also live with the pon-
tiff once he is no longer pope.

Lombardi also confirmed news
reports that the pope had had an
accident during a trip to Mexico
last March, hitting his head in the
middle of the night, but he denied
that the episode had influenced the
pontiff’s decision to retire.

Since his announcement Mon-
day, which stunned the Roman
Catholic world, there has been
much closer public scrutiny of the
pope’s health.

The 85-year-old pope — who has

appeared increasingly frail in recent
public appearances — said he felt he
did not have the strength to continue
in his ministry.

On Tuesday, the Vatican con-
firmed for the first time that the
pope had had a pacemaker since his
time as a cardinal and had its batter-
ies changed three months ago.

It didn’t have an “impact on the
trip or on his decision,” Lombardi
said, pointing out that the pope had
kept his appointments as scheduled.

The priests from the Rome
diocese who attended Benedict’s
audience said they felt they had
witnessed a powerful moment in
church history, one that also hu-
manized a pope who has often
seemed remote.

“It moved me to see the pope
smile,” said Don Mario Filippa, a
priest in Rome. “He has found peace
within himself”

“It was a part of history,” said Fa-
ther Martin Astudillo, 37 an Argen-
tine priest who is studying in Rome.
“This is a man of God who at the end
of his public role, transmits his vi-
sion of the church and relationship
with the church,” he added.

Vowing reform, China’s leader
airs other message in private

By Chris Buckley

THE NEW YORK TIMES

HONG KONG — When China’s
new leader, Xi Jinping, visited the
country’s south to promote himself
before the public as an audacious
reformer following in the footsteps
of Deng Xiaoping, he had another
message to deliver to Communist
Party officials behind closed doors.

Despite decades of heady eco-
nomic growth, Xi told party insiders
during a visit to Guangdong prov-
ince in December, China must still
heed the “deeply profound” lessons
of the former Soviet Union, where
political rot, ideological heresy and
military disloyalty brought down
the governing party. In a province
famed for its frenetic capitalism, he
demanded a return to traditional
Leninist discipline.

“Why did the Soviet Union dis-
integrate? Why did the Soviet Com-
munist Party collapse? An impor-
tant reason was that their ideals
and convictions wavered,” Xi said,

according to a summary of his com-
ments that has circulated among
officials but has not been published
by the state-run media.

“Finally, all it took was one quiet
word from Gorbachev to declare the
dissolution of the Soviet Communist
Party, and a great party was gone,’
the summary quoted Xi as saying.
“In the end nobody was a real man,
nobody came out to resist”

In Xi’s first three months as
China’s top leader, he has gyrated
between defending the party’s ab-
solute hold on power and vowing a
fundamental assault on entrenched
interests of the party elite that fuel
corruption. How to balance those
goals presents a quandary to Xi,
whose agenda could easily be un-
dermined by rival leaders deter-
mined to protect their own baili-
wicks and on guard against anything
that weakens the party’s authority,
insiders and analysts say.

“Everyone is talking about re-
form, but in fact everyone has a fear
of reform,” said Ma Yong, a historian

at the Chinese Academy of Social
Sciences.

For party leaders, he added: “The
question is: Can society be kept un-
der control while you go forward?
That's the test”

Gao Yu, a former journalist and
independent commentator, was the
first to reveal Xi's comments, doing
so on a blog. Three insiders, who
were shown copies by officials or
editors at state newspapers, con-
firmed their authenticity, speaking
on the condition of anonymity be-
cause of the risk of punishment for
discussing party affairs.

The tension between embracing
change and defending top-down
party power has been an abiding
theme in China since Deng set the
country on its economic transfor-
mation in the late 1970s. But Xi has
come to power at a time when such
strains are especially acute, and
the pressure of public expectations
for greater official accountability is
growing, amplified by millions of
participants in online forums.

Russia seeks arrest of Georgian
politician Givi Targamadze

By Ellen Barry
THE NEW YORK TIMES

MOSCOW — Russian authori-
ties issued an arrest warrant for a
Georgian politician, Givi Targama-
dze, on Thursday, charging that he
had incited riots in Russia, in par-
ticular by helping to organize an
anti-government march in May that
culminated in a confrontation be-
tween protesters and the riot police.

Russian authorities asserted
that the large anti-government pro-
tests were being orchestrated by
foreign powers, but Targamadze,
a longtime lieutenant of President
Mikhail Saakashvili, is the first non-
Russian to face criminal charges.

Russian television has broadcast
what it says is surveillance video
showing Targamadze meeting with
a leftist leader, Sergei Udaltsov, and
two of his deputies, at one point of-
fering to deliver large sums of mon-
ey on behalf of a Russian banker
now living in exile.

At the time, Targamadze said
that no such meeting had taken
place and that the footage had been
manufactured by the Prosecutorial
Investigative Committee and the
Federal Security Service, or FSB,
the successor to the KGB.

“It is clear that this was all pre-
pared in the investigative commit-
tee and the FSB headquarters,” he
told Dozhd, an Internet news site.
“It is sold to the media and then
very quickly, at lightning speed, the
Investigative Committee reacts.”

A spokeswoman for Georgia's
general prosecutor told Interfax
on Thursday that Georgia cannot
extradite Targamadze to Russia
because it would violate his rights
under the country’s constitution,
but that prosecutors could open
a criminal case based on Russia’s
request.

Russian analysts noted that the
Georgian government did not say
Targamadze’s status as a lawmaker
gave him immunity from prosecu-

tion. Saakashvili’s party lost a par-
liamentary election in October to
an opposition coalition intent on
repairing Thilisi’s icy relations with
Moscow.

Targamadze could not be
reached for comment Thursday. A
spokesman for the United National
Movement, the party he belongs
to, said he was traveling outside
Georgia. Meanwhile, the police in
Moscow said they were working to
determine who else in Russia may
have had contact with Targamadze.

Foreign interference in Rus-
sian politics was a central theme
Thursday when President Vladimir
V. Putin met with top officials at the
Federal Security Service, congratu-
lating them on “courageous acts
to neutralize internal and external
enemies.” Putin reported that 200
foreign intelligence officers had
been identified in 2002 and spoke
with satisfaction about new mea-
sures restricting foreign financing
for nonprofit organizations.
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Obama puts Florida backin
spotlight for election incompetence

WASHINGTON — Florida’s growing history of flawed elec-
tions regained national attention Tuesday when President
Obama used the story of a 102-year-old former Belle Glade farm-
worker who waited hours to vote to highlight a new nonpartisan
voting commission.

The commission, which will be led by lawyers who represent-
ed the Obama and Romney presidential campaigns, has been
tasked with reducing long lines, providing better customer ser-
vice and ensuring that members of the military and others who
are overseas can cast a ballot, among other issues.

“When any American, no matter where they live or what their
party, are denied that right because they can’t afford to wait for
five or six or seven hours just to cast their ballot, we are betraying
our ideals,” Obama said Tuesday.

Obama told the story of Desiline Victor, who now lives in
North Miami. It took her two trips to the polls during early vot-
ing to cast her ballot. Others in line with her complained to the
election staff, and she was told to come back when lines might
be shorter, according to the Advancement Project, a civil rights
group working with Victor.

When she did return, she waited three hours.

“And as time ticked by, her concern was not with her tired
body or aching feet, but whether folks like her would get to have
their say,” Obama said. “And hour after hour, a throng of people
stayed in line to support her — because Desiline is 102 years old.
And they erupted in cheers when she finally put on a sticker that
read, ‘I voted.”

The commission will be led by Bob Bauer and Ben Ginsberg,
lawyers for the Obama and Romney campaigns, respectively.

During the 2012 presidential election, Florida voters stood in
line for as long as eight hours to cast a ballot. Then it took the
state four days to announce Obama had won its 29 electoral
votes — long after it was clear he’d been reelected.

—Laura Green, Cox Newspapers

Japanese central bank defends
yen policies

TOKYO — The recent monetary push by Japan does not
amount to currency manipulation and is a legitimate and much-
needed effort to lift its economy out of deflation, the country’s
central banker said Thursday after new figures showed an unex-
pected economic contraction in the fourth quarter.

“Monetary policy seeks only to stabilize the economy,” Ma-
saaki Shirakawa, the governor of the Bank of Japan, told report-
ers in Tokyo after the bank decided to stand pat on policy moves
for now, maintaining its benchmark rate goal of zero to 0.1 per-
cent and holding off on expansion of an asset-buying program.
“It does not seek to influence currencies.”

Earlier Thursday, gross domestic product numbers from the
government showed the Japanese economy remained fragile,
shrinking at an annualized rate of 0.4 percent in the October-to-
December quarter, the third consecutive quarter of contraction.

Still, economists expect a Japanese economic recovery to gain
steam later this year as Prime Minister Shinzo Abe of Japan pur-
sues fresh fiscal stimulus programs while maintaining pressure
on the central bank to stick to near-zero interest rates and con-
tinue to flood the economy with money.

—Hiroko Tabuchi, The New York Times

Nuclear watchdog says no
agreement reached with Iran

PARIS — A senior official of the U.N. nuclear supervisory
body said Thursday that talks a day earlier in Iran had ended
inconclusively and international inspectors had not been given
access to a site that they suspect may have been used for testing
bomb triggers.

Herman Nackaerts, the deputy director of the International
Atomic Energy Agency, said the discussions “could not finalize”
a document that “once agreed, should facilitate the resolution
of outstanding issues regarding possible military dimensions of
Iran’s nuclear program.”

He declined to say whether any progress had been made.

The talks have been going on for months, veering from appar-
ent optimism last May when Yukiya Amano, the IAEA director
general, said there had been a decision “to conclude and sign”
an agreement, to far more muted recent assessments.

Before Wednesday’s talks, Amano said: “The outlook is not
bright”

—Alan Cowell, The New York Times

Merck settles investor suits over
cholesterol drug

Merck has agreed to pay $688 million to settle lawsuits claim-
ing that it harmed investors by delaying the release of unfavor-
able study results for its cholesterol drug Vytorin, the company
announced Thursday. Merck also said it recorded a $493 million
charge to cover the cost of the settlement.

The two lawsuits were filed by investors and claimed that
Merck and Schering-Plough, which jointly sold Vytorin, knew for
nearly two years that a clinical trial of the drug failed to show that
it was any better than a statin drug at limiting plaque buildup in
the arteries but did not make the results public until 2008.

The companies’ stock dropped significantly after the full re-
sults were released and a panel of cardiologists recommended
that the drugs be used only as a last resort.

Vytorin combines the statin drug Zocor with a different anti-
cholesterol drug, Zetia, but several studies — including the one
in question — have failed to show that Vytorin or Zetia are more
effective than statins, most of which are available as low-cost ge-
nerics and have been proven to reduce the risk of heart attacks.
Zetia has been shown to lower bad cholesterol, but it is still not
known whether it reduces heart disease.

—Katie Thomas, The New York Times
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Solution, page 10
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Instructions: Fill in the grid so that each column, row, and 3 by 3 grid contains
exactly one of each of the digits 1 through 9.

Techdoku

Solution, page 10
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Instructions: Fill in the grid so that each column and row contains exactly one of
each of the numbers 1-6. Follow the mathematical operations for each box.
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Hurry Up by Fred Piscop

Solution, page 10

ACROSS

1 Isin debt

5 Fusilli or rotini

10 “In what way?”

13 Job-related move, for short
14 Playful prank

15 Arizona city

16 Baloney

18 Solemn assent

19"__ hadit!”

20 Stare rudely

21 Malta or Manhattan

23 Bowler’s initial targets
25 Allow to enter

26 Group of auctioned items
27 Coastal resorts

30 Mechanical man

33 Prying tool

34 Emotion of amazement
35 Touch on

36 Fathered

37 Garbage hauler

38 “Just kidding!”

39 Moonless planet

40 Boats' backbones

41 Has one's revenge

43 Debate side

44 Eroded

45 Open-bodied truck

49 Leno's predecessor
51 Marsh duck

52 Actress Longoria

53 Arbiters, for short

54 Any Jeopardy! champ
57 Airport of Paris

58 Hang like a helicopter
59 Can’t stomach

60 Playfully shy

61 Gave testimony

62 Till bills

DOWN

1 Lunar path

2 Work at a loom

3TV host DeGeneres

4 Pregrown grass

5 Part of PTA

6 South American range
7 Marquee name
8"__theseason..

9 Accomplished

10 We're all in this together
11 Sign of the future

12 Wizard's stick

15 New Haven
student

17 Author T.S.

22 Recipe instruction

24 Storyline

25 What bios cover

27 Second airing

28 Gl offense

29 Monopolizes, with
“p”

30 Telephoned

31 English-horn kin

32 Swimming stroke

33 Bedding material

36 Intervals less than
octaves

37 Shipped out

39 Executive
turndown

40 Eucalyptus eater

42 Smart-mouthed

43 Danes of
Homeland

45 High excitement

46 Dramatist Brendan
47 Facebook party notice

48 Stuns

13

16

23

30 |31

35

38

41

49

53

57

60

49 Gator cousin

50 Prefix for dynamic

51 VCR successor

55 Column crosser
56 Horton Hears a __! (Seuss
book)
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MOVIE REVIEW

Harry Potter meets Twilight in Beautiful Creatures,
a supernatural romance in the South

By Grace Young
and Zeren Aksu

Beautiful Creatures is the sto-
ry of two teenagers, one super-
natural and one mortal, whose
destinies are intertwined. They
dream of each other months be-
fore actually meeting, and fall in
love at first sight. But they must
fight a battle and learn about
each other’s family histories
before their relationship can
succeed.

Mysterious and mischievous,
the supernatural Lena is the
new girl in a close-knit, Bible-
belt town in South Carolina. She
lives with her “uncle” in a gor-
geous, run-down, Gothic man-
sion that is genuinely haunted.
Mortal Ethan is an adorable high
school track star who occasion-
ally wears hipster glasses. From
the start of the film, you can tell
he is not a run-of-the-mill jock:
he has wacko dreams about a
lovely, yet scary, dark-haired girl
(Lena), takes nightly runs to the
graveyard to visit his mother’s
grave, and very ungracefully
dumps the prettiest girl in high
school (not Lena) at the start of
the film.

Ethan may not be a run-of-

the-mill jock, but his soon-to-be
sweetheart, Lena, is not even a
run-of-the-mill human. She re-
veals to him almost immediately
that she has special powers, in-
cluding being able to blow win-

tally cursed her lineage. She
freaks out upon realizing this,
but Ethan is there for comfort.
He puts his arm around her and
takes her to the library, where
they discover a secret vault with

Lena learns that her grandmother
accidentally cursed her lineage.

dows out of classrooms, light up
a room with poetry, and change
the weather with her mind. This
doesn’t deter Ethan, who is
head-over-heels in love with her,
no matter what she says or does.

Sitting on a lush grassy hill
on a sunny day, Lena confides to
Ethan her terrible predicament.
When she turns sixteen (which
would be happening in just a few
short weeks), her powers will be
claimed for either good or evil.
The worst part of the predica-
ment is that Lena has no say in
the matter. In addition, she’s
an especially powerful witch
because her birthday falls on a
solstice.

But that’s not all! When Ethan
and Lena touch an antique lock-
et at the same time, something
happens ... and Lena learns
that her grandmother acciden-

a book describing how Lena can
break the curse.

At this point, a Cliff Notes
would be handy. The relation-
ships between people become
confusing, but the trite plot
to develop

continues rather

predictably.

1o 8, SXAGA1

Beautiful
Creatures

Directed by Richard
LaGravenese

Rated PG-13

Now playing
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COURTESY OF WARNER BROS. ENTERTAINN

INTERVIEW

B'eaut;iful Creatures

A conversation with Alden
Ehrenreich and Alice Englert

By Grace Young

ARTS EDITOR

The main actors in Beautiful
Creatures, Alice Englert and Alden
Ehrenreich (characters Lena Duch-
annes and Ethan Lawson Wate in
the movie), visited Boston at the
end of January for interviews with
the press. British stalwarts Jeremy
Irons and Emma Thompson played
supporting roles in the movie, but
regrettably did not make the press
tour. Nevertheless, it was fun to
meet the young stars. They were en-
tertaining, energetic, articulate, and
as endearing as their characters the
movie. Gone were the Southern ac-
cents from the movie (Englert has a
soft New Zealand accent, while Eh-
renreich, an NYU alum, speaks with
your basic Midwestern accent), and
both seemed relaxed during our
short interview. Ehrenreich had his
feet on the table at one point, and
Englert was eating strawberries and
doodling on a Ritz Carlton notepad.
Here are some of their thoughts:

. Are they in areal relation-
ship a la Twilight? “No,” exclaimed
Ehrenreich, while Englert politely
said they were just friends.

. Both realize Beautiful
Creatures will inevitably be com-
pared to Twilight, but consider it

more of a Harry Potter for the Twi-
light demographic.

. Ehrenreich was attracted
to the role because of the “reckless-
ness and determination” of Ethan’s
character.

. Both said working with
Emma Thompson, Jeremy Irons,
and Viola Adkins was “amazing,’
“like free acting lessons.”

The actors were
entertaining,
energetic, and
endearing.

. One reporter asked if
they thought the film would make
books “sexy” for teenagers, because
the characters bond over their love
of literature in the film. Ehreneich
replied confidently, but somewhat
sarcastically, “we’re going to make
reading sexy” However, he also
noted that not all of the books men-
tioned in the film are appropriate
for children (for example, Charles
Bukowski’s profanity-soaked nov-
els). “I found literature very sexy
when I was younger, because no
one wanted to go out with me,” said
Englert, which was rather difficult
to believe.

COURTESY OF THE MFA

New painting unveiled

at the MFA

Gerrit van Honthorst's oll
on canvas Triumph of the Winter
Queen: Allegory of the Just (1636)
was unveiled this Valentine's Day for
the 400th wedding anniversary of Eliz-
abeth Stuart and Frederick V, known as
the “Winter King and Queen” due to
their short reigns as monarchs of Bo-

hemia.
The

“"Winter Queen”

rides

a chariot drawn by three lions, sur
rounded by her husband and thirteen
children. Recently restored, the colos-
sal 10-inch by 15-inch masterpiece is
accompanied by a media presentation
exploring the symbolic elements of
the painting and the histories of the

people it portrays.

On display at the Museum
of Fine Arts, Loring Gallery, Feb. 14,

2013 - Jul. 21, 2013.

— Angelique Nehmzow

S1HYy
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Minimizing inconvenience to the MIT community

Facilities works to clear snow around campus, dining halls maintain food service

Workers, from Page 1

sential personnel” and were either
on campus or in contact with MIT
on Friday.

Desk workers, who are hired in
many west campus dorms through
the Professional Staffing Group
(PSG), are not considered essen-
tial staff. Colombo said that in Next
House the house manager asked
students to man the desk dur-
ing the blizzard since the normal
contracted desk worker could not
make it in. Two students ran the
desk from 8 a.m. until midnight
when Nightwatch took over.

Snow removal

Nemo dumped 24.7 inches of
snow on MIT last weekend, most
of which was promptly cleaned
up by the MIT grounds crew once
the blizzard ended. The entire MIT
grounds staff was hard at work on
Friday. Several teams were called
in, including one to staff the Cen-
tral Utilities Plant (CUP) and a core

of maintenance personnel.
“The way we prioritized [clear-
ing snow] was life-safety issues first

In order to stay
prepared for similar
situations, MIT

has an Emergency
Operations Center.

(fire escapes, etc.),” said John DiFa-
va, the director of facilities opera-
tions and security, “then, it became
places that people would have to
walk, and handicapped accessibili-
ty. And then parking lots, roadways.
The fourth is snow removal and bi-
cycle paths”

With the announcement that
the MBTA would cease service at
3:30 p.m. and with the road ban in
effect by 4 p.m. last Friday, it was
clear that the maintenance crews
would be stuck at the Institute af-
ter work. “We used the dorms and
residence halls, and got rooms in

the various hotels” in the area ex-
plained DiFava.

“We were certainly ahead of
Cambridge, that’s for sure,” chuck-
led DiFavaregarding snow removal.

What happens when the
Institute closes?

It is rare for MIT to close. In an
interview with The Tech last week,
Chancellor Eric Grimson PhD ’80
could not remember the last time
the Institute closed twice in one ac-
ademic year — and he’s been here
for 38 years.

“The Institute closes when the
government does,” said Colombo.
Since the governor declared a state
of emergency, MIT closed. Dining
and the dorms always stay open
when MIT closes, while DAPER
usually does not.

“We don'’t let events continue
when the Institute closes,” said
Walsh. This closure allows facilities
to “secure Kresge and the Chapel,
though those venues do open to
accommodate religious groups,
as they did last Friday for the MIT

Muslim service and for Hillel.

MIT started watching the
weather on Monday and began
preparation for Nemo then. During
a monthly meeting last Wednes-
day, it was clear that the forecasts
were increasingly ominous, said
Walsh. Facilities listened in on a
conference call about Massachu-
setts emergency management and
motions with the Institute began.
By Wednesday afternoon, MIT

them until the Institute closed.”

In order to stay prepared, MIT
has an Emergency Operations
Center of which John DiFava is
the head, and a number of DSL
staff are involved with the center,
which coordinates MIT’s emergen-
cy responses. “Basically MIT has a
mechanism in place within a fed-
eral framework that all schools fol-
low,” explained Walsh, “We’ve had
this group in place for a number of

In an interview with The Tech last week,
Chancellor Eric Grimson PhD '80 couldn’t
remember the last time the Institute closed
twice in one academic year — and he’s
been here for 38 years.

was reaching out to those holding
events over the weekend asking
them to reconsider their schedules.
“There was plenty of panic in the
media already, so a lot of people
canceled their events early any-
way,” said Walsh. “We didn’t cancel

years.”

Emergencies are disseminated
to campus through MIT Alert and
the campus emergency website
emergency.mit.edu.

Bruno B.FE Faviero contributed
reporting to this article.
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New alcohol policy leaves many aspects ambiguous

Changes aimed at reducing fear of calling for help, consequences purposely vague

Good Samaritan, from Page 1

ple. If the incident would other-
wise merit disciplinary action, ac-
cording to the policy, compliance
with the Good Samaritan Policy
would be considered a mitigating
factor. On the other hand, a “lack
of response” (not demonstrating
responsible, help-seeking behav-
ior in an alcohol emergency, ac-
cording to the policy) can “void all
protections under this practice”
and can result in follow-up, rel-
evant sanctioning, or levying of
disciplinary action.

With regards to the broadness
of the policy, Camelio said that

they made the language about the
post-incident education and/or
counseling “vague on purpose” to
allow for the flexibility to respond
suitably to different situations. The
policy does not mention which
administrators determine follow-
up programs, or even enumerate
possible options.

Camelio says that they wanted
to make the policy easy to follow.
“We didn’t want any hesitation
on the student’s part to use it,” he
said. “We wanted to make it as
user-friendly as possible. That’s re-
ally the biggest change.”

Another key difference in the
new policy is that it does not out-

line direct penalties for repeat of-
fenses, unlike the previous policy,

ning, according to Camelio, and
these groups will handle discipline

With regards to the broadness of the
policy, Camelio said that they left the after-
incident education and/or counseling
‘vague on purpose’ to allow for flexibility
to respond suitably to different situations.

which escalated discipline after
the second punishment. With the
new policy, the CDSA has been
working with organizations like
Dormitory Council and the Inter-
fraternity Council from the begin-

like penalties and fines internally.
“We want to make sure the num-
ber of [hospitalizations] is low be-
cause our students are engaging in
low-risk drinking behaviors, not
because they’re afraid to call,” said

Camelio.

According to Camelio, this is by
no means the final version of the
policy. “The real reason that we do
this is to reduce barriers so that no
one dies from alcohol poisoning.
... If things change and we have
to tweak it to make sure that we're
doing that, [we will]””

The full policy can be found at
http://studentlife.mit.edu/cdsa/
practice-seeking-help.

This story is still in development,
and The Tech will follow up further
with members of the community
and the administration.

Janelle Mansfield contributed
reporting.

Fine dining. On The Tech.

Be a restaurant critic.

arts@tech.mit.edu




10 THE TECH

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 15, 2013

Forum fosters discussion about pressures of MIT

Grimson and Allen give faculty perspective, students elaborate on their own stresses

Under pressure, from Page 1

brought up that while pressure is a
fundamental part of MIT — it can
drive many students to perform
better — it can also be extreme.

While students at any university
face pressure from balancing aca-
demics, extracurriculars, and other
stressors, the chancellor touched
on how these challenges fit in at
MIT. The “I'm so hosed” game, in
which students constantly attempt
to one-up each other in how much
work they have, helps contribute to
the sometimes negative competi-
tive attitude that pervades MIT.

Expanding on how the game
can create a “culture of perceived
inferiority,” was The Tech’s former
editor in chief, Jessica J. Pourian
’13. Pourian spoke about The Tech’s
pressure survey from last fall, in
which over 3,000 students were
polled about their feelings of stress
and competition at MIT.

“Students at MIT feel like they
work less than their peers,” Pourian
said, pointing to the data from the
survey about how MIT students
perceive themselves as less compe-
tent than their classmates. Accord-
ing to the survey, MIT students feel
like they put in less effort, do less
homework, take fewer units, and
sleep more than their peers — even

though the data shows that this is a
categorically false perception.

In addition to statistics from
the survey (which can be found
online at  http://tech.mit.edu/
V132/N59/pressure/index.htm),
Pourian shared a number of com-
ments from the survey, ending with
“Don’t let learning get in the way of
living”

Following Pourian was Sam
Allen, the chair of the faculty. He
spoke about how faculty could
help relieve some student stress,
elaborating on some rules that fac-
ulty must adhere to (such as how
it is illegal for a class to grade on a
curve), and how students can inter-
face with faculty to make their lives
easier. Try to get close to professors
you like, he advised, go to their of-
fice hours (“I get lonely in my office
during office hours,” he admitted).
Many faculty members love teach-
ing, and mentoring students is of-
ten the favorite part of their job, he
said. The faculty is there for stu-
dents to interact with.

“They aren’t malicious, just
clueless,” he laughed.

Discussion

The central part of the forum,
of course, was the discussion. Af-
ter dinner from Bertucci’s, the stu-
dents in the room were invited to

share their thoughts. In addition
to Grimson and Allen, there were
several administrators and deans.
In attendance were David Randall,
head of S*; Chris Colombo, dean for
student life; Christine Ortiz, dean
for graduate education; Blanche
Staton, senior associate dean for
graduate students; and a represen-
tative from Medical Health, among
other administrators.

Most of the students present
seemed to be upperclassmen, and
there were many faces from the Un-
dergraduate Association and the
Graduate Student Council.

It is easy to feel
incompetent when
you compare
yourself to other
students.

Students brought up a variety of
issues. Many spoke of the competi-
tion at MIT — how it is easy to feel
incompetent when you compare
yourself to other students. This was
particularly salient for graduate
students who have to spend a lot of
time in lab.

If one labmate works on Sun-
day, said a graduate student, ev-
eryone else in the lab feels obligat-

Year

31% 44%

Freshman Sophomore

38%

Junior

32% 12%

Senior Grads

THE TECH

The percent of students that play the “I'm so hosed” game at least
weekly, in which students try to one-up each other with how much
work they have. Pourian touched on this issue and many others from
the pressure issue in her talk at the stress forum. An interactive version
of this infographic (and more) can be found online at http./tech.mit.edu/
V'132/N59/pressure/breakdown/year/index.htm.

ed to go in as well. Grimson said he
wished he could just ask faculty to
declare “lab holidays” to avoid is-
sues like this, but expressed that
something like that would likely be
impossible.

Battles over who takes move
units was another issue raised. Stu-
dents often judge themselves by
how many units they are taking —
but even this isn’t a good measure,
one undergraduate pointed out.

“A 6-unit class for someone
might be 20 units for somebody
else,” one student said. Just be-
cause something is a certain
amount of units doesn’t mean it
will take a student that amount of
time.

Grimson (and many students)
pointed out a number of classes
that don’t actually reflect the
time they take. “We forgot to add
a zero to [the units for] some of
these classes,” joked Grimson.
2.009, 6.005, 6.006, and a number
of classes were accused of being
guilty of this phenomenon.

“All of Course 4!” shouted one
student when class numbers were
being thrown around.

The discussion continued past 7
p.m. as students and faculty brain-
stormed ways to alleviate student
stress at MIT.

Students who have more to con-
tribute to the discussion should
contact the chancellor.
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NBA All-Star snubs and surprises

Who deserves spots on the Eastern and Western teams?

SPORTS

By Nick Lopez
SPORTS STAFF

This Sunday is the NBA All-Star
game, and while most selections were
pretty agreed upon, a few were a bit
puzzling. Here are the players who, in
my opinion, do not deserve spots:

Western Conference

Zach Randolph: Memphis Grizzlies

The Grizzlies are a great team this
year, one of the top teams in the West,
but that’s it. They’re a great team. They
are a collection of players who all con-
tribute equally to the team’s success,
so to single out one player as their
‘all-star’ doesn’t do justice to the rest
of the players who contribute just as
much. Randolph is averaging 15 points
per game and 11 rebounds per game.
While I concede those are great num-
bers, especially the rebounding, in a
star-studded conference such as the
West, 15 and 11 aren’t enough to merit
an All-Star selection. Some teams just
don’t have All-Stars, and the Grizzlies
are one of them. In this case, credit
should be awarded to Coach Lionel
Hollins for assembling such a flawless
play style, rather than to one individ-
ual player.

David Lee: Golden State Warriors

Golden State has vastly exceeded
most preseason expectations. They
are currently second, behind the also
surprising Los Angeles Clippers. While
some of the credit should go to Lee
— who is having a fantastic season,
averaging 19 points per game and 10
rebounds per game — I can’t accept
that he has been selected as the player
to represent the Warriors in Houston.
Golden State has gained the image
as a run-and-gun, three-point shoot-
ing offensive powerhouse. While they
have been trying to establish more of a
post presence with Lee and the recent
acquisition of Andrew Bogut, they are
still a perimeter-oriented team. When
opposing teams play against the War-
riors, they don’t plan for a post-orient-
ed offense — they plan for shooters.
So, I am baffled by the decision to have
Lee represent the Warriors in the All-
Star game when he doesn’t even em-
body who they are as a team.

Eastern Conference

Kyrie Irving: Cleveland Cavaliers
Kyrie Irving is one of the top young
point guards in the league and is hav-
ing an inspiring season, averaging
24 points per game and leading the
Cavs at only 20 years old. That be-
ing said, he is not an All-Star. An All-
Star should be a player who leads his
team to victory, and the Cavs, to put
it bluntly, suck. They are 16-36 this
season and 12th place in the Eastern

Conference, which in recent history
has been by far the most inferior con-
ference. People argue that Irving has
no supporting cast, and that you can’t
expect much with the roster that he
has to work with. While that is true, I
believe that you cannot have an All-
Star from a bad team. All-Star selec-
tions have historically been used to
reward the better teams with more
selections, so the selection of Irving
takes a spot on the team away from
another player who may be equal-
ly deserving and on a better team.

Luol Deng: Chicago Bulls

Without Derrick Rose, many wrote
off the Bulls this season because they
would be missing their MVP point
guard. However, Chicago currently sits
in 4th place in the East, due to the in-
spired play by Rose’s former support-
ing cast. Joakim Noah, also an All-Star
this season, sets the tone defensively
every game with his relentless hustle
and effort. Carlos Boozer has taken
on most of the scoring burden that
was left when Rose tore his ACL in last
season’s playoffs. That leaves Deng, a
great two-way wing player, one of the
best in the league, yet arguably the
third most valuable player on his own
team behind Noah and Boozer. It was
my opinion last season when Deng
was selected for his first All-Star game
that he benefited primarily from the
Bulls’ team success, and I think some-
thing similar has happened this year.

And here’s who I think should have
made it into the All-Star game instead:

Western conference

Stephen Curry: Golden State
Warriors

As I said when discussing David
Lee, the Warriors’ All-Star selection
needs to be someone who repre-
sents their play style. Curry is the ex-
act embodiment of this play style. He
is arguably the best pure shooter in
the NBA, the only other player on his
level is Kevin Durant. He is quick, he
is young, he is exciting, and he is the
face of the Warriors franchise. He
has emerged this season as a potent
scorer, averaging over 20 points for the
first time in his young career, and his
three-point shot is Golden State’s best
weapon offensively. While David Lee
is a solid secondary star, this team is
Curry’s, and he should have been se-
lected as their All-Star to reflect that.

Al Jefferson: Utah Jazz

The Utah Jazz always find a way to
slip under everyone’s radar, probably
because they play in Utah, and this
season is no exception. Al Jefferson
has been the man in the middle for
Utah a 20-point, 10-rebound player
since he was acquired from Minne-

sota in 2010. Utah wins games with
their rugged style of play that empha-
sizes defense, pick-and-rolls, and post
ups, all of which Jefferson excels at.
Jefferson is a dominant big man in a
conference that lacks a dominant low
post presence, which is why I am sur-
prised that he was not selected. This
is partially the fans’ fault for voting in
Dwight Howard as an All-Star starter
when he really hasn’t been playing
like one, yet it is surprising that the
coaches continue to overlook Jeffer-
son’s credentials. His stats speak for
themselves: he is the highest scoring
center in the Western conference at 17
a game, and his team is poised to make
the playoffs. Not many of those that
were selected above him could claim
the same.

Eastern Conference

Carlos Boozer: Chicago Bulls

When Boozer was signed in the
summer of 2010, it was believed that
he would be the key second option to
Derrick Rose that would put the Bulls
over the top. Since then, he has mainly
been seen as a waste of money. This
season has seen him emerge as a lead-
er on the court as well as an offensive
threat that the Bulls can dump the ball
down to and get a key bucket down the
stretch. The Bulls’ play has been in-
spiring this season, largely because of
Boozer’s rebound focus. I don’t know
if it is the burden of having a team re-
lying on him again to produce that did
it, but Boozer has been playing with a
drive that I haven’t seen in him since
he first arrived in Chicago. No lon-
ger is he just unfocused money that
Chicago fans had grown accustomed
to witnessing the past few seasons,
and I think his vast improvement is
All-Star-worthy.

Deron Williams: Brooklyn Nets

Deron Williams is one of the top
five point guards in the league, and yet
not an All-Star. It’s true that the East
is very guard heavy, with great talents
like Joe Johnson, Brandon Jennings,
Monta Ellis and J.R. Smith all not re-
ceiving All-Star nods either. My main
issue with Williams not being selected
is not so much that he is having such
an amazing season that must be rec-
ognized, but more that he is leading a
Brooklyn Nets squad that used to be
terrible but now has a legitimate shot
at Eastern Conference Supremacy.
Brook Lopez was selected as the injury
replacement to Celtics guard Rajon
Rondo, so the Nets do have an All-Star
now, but Williams is the franchise, not
Brook. He was the one management
brought in to lead the Nets to the ring,
not Brook, and he deserves to repre-
sent the team in the All-Star game as
well.
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UPCOMING HOME EVENTS

Friday, February 15
Swimming and diving vs. NEWMAC Championships
10 a.m./6 p.m., Zesiger Center Pool

Saturday, February 16
Swimming and diving vs. NEWMAC Championships
10 a.m./6 p.m., Zesiger Center Pool
Squash vs. Tufts University
1 p.m., Zesiger Center Courts
Men'’s volleyball vs. Emerson College
4 p.m., Rockwell Cage
Men'’s volleyball vs. Johnson & Wales University

6 p.m., Rockwell Cage

Sunday, February 17
Swimming and diving vs. NEWMAC Championships
10 a.m./6 p.m., Zesiger Center Pool
Men'’s volleyball vs. Lasell College
11 a.m., Rockwell Cage
Men'’s volleyball vs. Rivier College
1 p.m., Rockwell Cage
Men’s basketball vs. Wheelock College
7 p.m., Rockwell Cage

SPORTS SHORT

Men’s basketball
dominates Clark & WPI

MIT Men'’s Basketball defeated Clark Univer-
sity comfortably Monday, 69-44. The Engineers’
last game was postponed due to the snowstorm,
and the week off seemed to do them wonders.
In a dominant performance, MIT never trailed.
Will Tashman 13 tied a career high for points
in a game with 26, and set a new career high for
rebounds with 20. He also set an MIT record for
most rebounds in a career. The Engineers’ defense
was outstanding all game, holding Clark to a lowly
shooting percentage of 19 in the first half and 29.5
percent overall. MIT upset nationally ranked #5
WPI 69-60 Wednesday night to pull into a tie for
the NEWMAC lead.

—Austin Osborne
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Evan Tencer '15
MIT Birthright, Summer 2012
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