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	 Happy first day of classes!	

TUE: 29°f | 26°f
Flurries

WED: 36°f | 19°f
Chance of snow/rain

THU: 30°f | 24°f
Partly sunny

Greek life connections
What role could sorority sisters play in 
each other’s lives? Campus Life, p. 11

Kendall rezoning
The Kendall zoning petition is a  
productive contribution. letters, p. 4

Everyone loves 
legos!
A photoessay of 6.270’s 
final competition last 
Wednesday.  
photo, p. 9

what did you do 
Sunday night?
Did you watch the  
Superbowl? We did! A win 
for the Baltimore Ravens. 
sports, p. 19

Two MIT women 
in Miss Boston
Meet the two MIT 
students who will be 
competing on Feb. 10. 
Campus Life, p. 10

In Short
HASS concentration forms for ju-
niors are due this Friday, Feb. 8. 
Forms are available from the Office 
of the HASS Requirement (12-126), 
Student Services Center (11-120), 
and concentration field offices. 
Submit completed forms to 12-126.

The APO Textbook Exchange 
runs until Friday, Feb. 8, from 
10 a.m. to 5 p.m. in the Mezzanine 
Lounge on the 3rd floor of the Stu-
dent Center. You can also drop off 

books to sell during the sale.

Brass Rat servicing is available 
Feb. 5–7, 11:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. in 
the E62 lobby.

Pre-order your copy of Technique, 
MIT’s yearbook, before Feb. 10 for a 
discounted price of $90. Book prices 
rise to $120 after Feb. 10.

Spring PE classes start Mon-
day, Feb. 11. PE registration closes 
Wednesday, Feb. 6 at 1 p.m.

The degree application deadline 
for June 2013 is Friday, Feb. 8. 
Turn in your SB or Advanced De-
gree application on websis.mit.edu.

The spring meal plan change 
period lasts until Thursday, Feb. 
14. Students will be able to change 
their meal plan enrollment online 
at dining.mit.edu/meal-plans/
change.

Send news information and tips 
to news@tech.mit.edu.

Rafael Reif is in the House
President L. Rafael Reif moved into Gray House on 

Saturday with his wife, Christine, continuing an MIT 
tradition and joining the more than 5000 students liv-
ing on campus. Cradled in the L of Senior House, the 
president’s residence was part of architect William 
Welles Bosworth’s original design for MIT’s Cambridge 
campus and is nearly a century old.

Reif’s first night in the mansion came a full seven 
months after he took his current office. The delay was 
requested by MIT Facilities so they could complete 
overdue maintenance.

“There were issues with the electrical wiring, the 
plumbing, HVAC; the masonry was leaking; the fa-
cade, the doors, the windows were leaking,” Reif told 
The Tech. “The details I don’t know, but I do know that 
a lot of MIT buildings need repairs.”

The president was able to continue to commute 
from Newton, Mass. during the repairs, which could 
not have taken place if the house was occupied. “The 
previous two presidents came from the outside, so 

there was not much time to actually do the work,” he 
said.

Reif looks forward to living within the Institute. “The 
idea of being able to walk and show up unannounced 
and meet with students is more attractive than having 
to drive all the way home.”

He didn’t wait long to take advantage of the new 
proximity — Reif left for the men’s and women’s bas-
ketball games in Rockwell Cage on Saturday after just a 
few hours in his new home. “I asked my wife, ‘Is it okay 
if I just go to the game?’” he said. “I like the idea that I 
can just come and walk and watch. This is my way of 
celebrating I’m in Gray House.”

The Engineers stayed in the lead for most of both 
games, the women finishing 57-44 against Mount 
Holyoke, and the men 68-59 against Springfield.

The Gray House was built in 1917, and was originally 
called the President’s House. In 2002, t was renamed 
after the Institute’s 14th president, Paul E. Gray ’54. 

� —Leon Lin

IAP brings changes, challenges
Students hack and hunt, Institute reacts to Swartz death

By Tushar Kamath
Staff Reporter

Independent Activities Period (IAP) is a time for 
many students to travel or intern off-campus, while oth-
ers come back to campus early to take classes, partici-
pate in coding and design challenges, or attend some of 
the numerous student-run activities offered during Jan-
uary. Although one might expect IAP to be a quiet time 
on-campus since not all students have returned, January 
was a busy month at the Institute.

Administrative Announcements 
At the beginning of IAP, Dean Daniel E. Hastings, PhD 

’80, announced he will step down from his position as 
Dean of Undergraduate Education this summer. Hast-

ings plans to take a sabbatical and will return afterwards 
to his faculty position as Professor of Aeronautics and 
Astronautics (Course 16) and the Engineering Systems 
Division (ESD). During his seven-year tenure in the MIT 
administration, Hastings helped MIT face the most re-
cent recession, established the Global Education and Ca-
reer Development Center, and promoted diversity within 
the student body. He told MIT News he is most proud of 
the progress he made in “enabling more of our students 
to have global education experiences,” through online 
classes and more study abroad opportunities.

In other administrative news, four more dorms will 
receive RLADs next fall. Director of Residential Life Pro-
grams, Christina Davis, confirmed that three new RLAD 
positions will be 
created, one each 

Christopher A. Maynor—The Tech

Alex V. Konradi ‘16, Tiffany B. Wong ‘16, and Matt P. DeCross ‘16 
participate in the 6.270 Autonomous Robot Competition held 
on Wednesday, Jan. 30 in 26-100.

Reporter’s Notebook

Experiencing Techfair 2013
I should have brought a resume, and other musings

IAP, Page 13

By Adisa Kruayatidee
Staff Reporter

“Please leave your resumes 
at home,” read Techfair’s preface 
to the event, reassuring students 
not to expect a stressful recruiting 
atmosphere.

So of course I did. Sure enough, 
I was asked for a resume at nearly 
every booth I stopped by, given sev-

eral brochures on job opportunities 
while still unsure about what the 
companies I was talking to actually 
did, and thrown a few interview-
style questions. “Assume I’m think-
ing of a random number. What is 
your strategy to guess it in as few 
tries as possible?” And thus began 
the internship hunt.

Although Techfair is meant to be 
a fusion of technology exhibition 

and career fair, I felt a heavy em-
phasis on the latter. Even though I 
am only a freshman, I found most 
companies were willing to reach 
out and talk to me, much more so 
than I expected. 

This may or may not be due 
to the fact that I’m Course 6. This 
turned out to be a mixed blessing. 

Techfair, Page 15

Jaswanth Madhavan—The Tech

An automated network 3D printer made by Alfonso A. Perez ’13, 
Forrest W. Pieper ’14, Christopher M. Haid ’14, and Mateo Pena 
Doll ’14, was on display at Techfair on Monday, February 4. It has 
the ability to network and remotely connect to computers.
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Situation for Noon Eastern Time, Tuesday, February 5, 2013

By Alan Cowell
The New York Times 

LONDON — On the eve of a 
divisive vote in Parliament on the 
legalization of same-sex marriage, 
Justin Welby, the former bishop of 
Durham, on Monday took over for-
mally as the 105th archbishop of 
Canterbury, the spiritual head of the 
world’s 77 million Anglicans, saying 
he shares the Church of England’s 
opposition to marriage among peo-
ple of the same gender.

Welby, 57, was confirmed in his 
new post at a ceremony here at Lon-
don’s St. Paul’s Cathedral attend-
ed by other senior bishops of the 
church. He is to be enthroned next 
month at a ceremony in Canterbury, 
replacing the Most Rev. Rowan Wil-
liams who held the position for 10 
years.

In an interview broadcast on the 
BBC after his inauguration the new 
archbishop said he was not on a “col-

lision course” with the government. 
But he endorsed the traditional view 
that while the church has no objec-
tion to civil partnerships between 
people of the same gender, it is, as a 
recent statement put it, “committed 
to the traditional understanding of 
the institution of marriage as being 
between one man and one woman.”

Speaking to reporters Monday, 
Welby, a former oil company execu-
tive, said: “I support the Church of 
England’s position on this. We have 
made many statements about this, 
and I stick with that.”

His stance did not come as a 
surprise since he had made it clear 
at the time of his appointment in 
November, but the timing of his re-
marks was certain play into both 
the political and the ecclesiastical 
debate about the issue. The church 
has long been locked in debate over 
gender issues, including the conse-
cration of female and gay bishops 
and same-sex marriage.

In December, the church voted 
narrowly to reject the notion of fe-
male bishops, despite support from 
senior clerics including Welby. In 
January, the church followed up 
with a ruling admitting openly gay 
priests in civil partnerships to its 
ranks, provided that, unlike het-
erosexual bishops, they remained 
celibate.

Parliament is set to vote Tuesday 
on a proposal to legalize same-sex 
marriage that has been championed 
by Prime Minster David Cameron. 
The issue, however, has inspired 
one of the most toxic and potentially 
embarrassing rebellions among 
Cameron’s Conservative Party col-
leagues since he took office as the 
head of a coalition government in 
2010.

British news reports have sug-
gested that as many as 180 of the 
303 Conservative Party members of 
Parliament might oppose Cameron 
or abstain from voting.

By Steven Erlanger
The New York Times 

PARIS — French warplanes 
bombed Islamist militant bases and 
depots deep into northern Mali to 
disrupt their supply routes, French 
officials said Monday, as secular 
Tuareg rebels in northern Mali said 
they had captured two Islamist com-
manders near the Algerian border.

The Tuaregs favor independence 
and had joined forces with better-
armed Islamist fighters last year to 
take over much of Mali’s north. But 
the Tuaregs were soon edged out 
by their Islamist counterparts, who 
controlled the region’s major towns 
and imposed a harsh version of Is-
lamic law on the populace, cutting 
off hands, stoning a couple to death 
and beating people in the streets.

Now, with the rapid advance of 
the French military campaign to re-
capture northern Mali, the Tuareg 
fighters have vowed to help French 
forces fight the Islamist militants.

The main Tuareg rebel group, 
the MNLA, announced that it had 
captured Mohamed Moussa Ag 
Mohamed, an Islamist leader who 

helped impose Shariah law in the 
city of Timbuktu. It also said it had 
seized Oumeini Ould Baba Akhmed, 
described as a leader of the Islamist 
group MUJAO, the Movement for 
Oneness and Jihad in West Africa, 
which is a splinter from al-Qaida in 
the Islamic Maghreb and respon-
sible for kidnapping at least one 
French hostage.

The two men were captured Sat-
urday near the Algerian border by a 
patrol and brought to the northern 
city of Kidal on Sunday for question-
ing, said Mossa Ag Attaher, a spokes-
man for the MNLA, speaking from 
Ouagadougou, the capital of Burki-
na Faso. He said the French would 
be welcome to question the men.

The MNLA — the National Move-
ment for the Liberation of Azawad, 
the Tuareg name for northern Mali 
— now controls the northern city of 
Kidal, while French forces remain at 
the city’s airport.

The French are reluctant to move 
into Kidal with Malian soldiers, 
whom the Tuaregs regard as inter-
lopers and who have been accused 
of human-rights abuses against Tu-
aregs. But French special operations 

forces are in the area, French offi-
cials said on Monday. The French 
are also pressing the government in 
the capital, Bamako, to open politi-
cal negotiations with the MNLA to 
provide stronger autonomy to the 
north — but within a united Mali.

Paris and Bamako have called on 
the MNLA to give up its aspiration 
for independence, but Attaher said 
that Tuaregs needed firm assurances 
that their rights and freedoms would 
be better protected and that they 
would have more political power.

If those guarantees are provided, 
he said, “the MNLA will accept.” 
But in return for giving up inde-
pendence, he asked, “What is Mali 
proposing?”

A French military spokesman, 
Col. Thierry Burkhard, said Paris 
would not confirm or discuss the 
capture of the men. But the French 
foreign minister, Laurent Fabius, 
said Monday that at least 30 French 
jets had bombed “bases and fuel 
depots” in northern Mali around 
Tessalit, 125 miles north of Kidal, 
on Sunday to prevent the Islamists 
from regrouping in the mountain-
ous region.

German automakers bet on US 
market and win

FRANKFURT, Germany — It was only a few years ago that 
some economists were arguing that Europe was “decoupling” 
from its long dependence on trade with the United States, and 
predicted that the Continent’s future lay with the so-called ti-
ger economies of Asia.

German carmakers, at least, had a different vision of the 
future.

The recovery in the U.S. auto market, which produced big 
earnings growth at Chrysler and Ford in their fourth quarter, 
has also been a boon for Germany’s Big Three — Daimler, 
BMW and Volkswagen.

Their double-digit increases in U.S. sales last year reflected 
an overall surge in demand by American buyers for European 
and, above all, German products. 

Well-designed vehicles and machinery, so coveted a Ger-
many specialty that they can often fetch premium prices, were 
by far the biggest categories of European exports to the United 
States.

As a result, overall German exports to the U.S. rose 24 per-
cent in October from a year earlier, outpacing the 18 percent 
growth for eurozone exports to the United States.

In many ways, German success has let German carmakers 
invest in further success when it comes to the U.S. market. The 
German companies are cashing in on years of commitment to 
the U.S., which remained an important market for them even 
as the global auto industry trained its sights on China.

Volkswagen, for example, has invested $4 billion in the U.S. 
since 2008, building a factory in Chattanooga, Tenn., that be-
gan churning out Passat sedans in 2011.

“Five years ago we reset the clock here in America,” Martin 
Winterkorn, the chief executive of Volkswagen, said in Detroit 
last month. “The Passat was made in America for America.”

—Jack Ewing, The New York Times 

Boy, 5, is safe, suspect dead 
after Alabama hostage standoff

MIDLAND CITY, Ala. — An armed man who had been 
holding a 5-year-old boy hostage in an underground bunker is 
dead and the boy has been released unharmed, ending a six-
day standoff, law enforcement authorities said Monday.

Stephen E. Richardson, a special agent with the FBI, said 
the child, identified only as Ethan, was rescued here at about 
3:12 p.m. The authorities said that Jimmy Lee Dykes, 65, a Viet-
nam veteran with a deep distrust of the government, fatally 
shot a school bus driver last Tuesday before grabbing the boy 
and taking him to the bunker, which he built in his yard.

For days, law enforcement officers tried to negotiate a 
peaceful end to the standoff, but refused to discuss details of 
negotiations, except to suggest that the boy, who they said has 
a form of autism, was safe.

“Within the past 24 hours, negotiations deteriorated and 
Mr. Dykes was observed holding a gun,” Richardson said. “At 
this point, FBI agents, fearing the child was in imminent dan-
ger, entered the bunker and rescued the child.”

It was not clear how Dykes was killed, nor was it immediate-
ly clear how the FBI monitored Dykes’ activities in the bunker. 

The authorities declined to answer questions about the de-
tails of the rescue, although earlier in the weeklong siege they 
said they had talked to him through a length of PVC pipe.

After the rescue, Richardson said Ethan, who appeared un-
harmed, was taken to a local hospital.

People near the scene described hearing two loud booms 
like explosions in midafternoon.

Residents said they were relieved the standoff was at an end.
“This is exactly what we prayed for,” said Michael Senn, a 

church pastor. “We’re just a small community in the Bible Belt. 
What got us through this tragedy was the community pulling 
together and praying together.”

—Robbie Brown and Michael Schwirtz, The New York Times 

By Vince Agard
STAFF METEorologist

A series of relatively weak 
storms will skirt the Boston 
area this week, creating brief 
chances for light snowfall 
at various times. The first of 
these chances will come this 
morning, as a low pressure 
system passing to our south 
may spread some light flur-
ries through southern New 
England. Next, another weak 
low will pass to our north 
overnight, bringing light snow 

or rain showers to the area 
through tomorrow afternoon.  
Finally, another weak distur-
bance will bring the chance 
of light snow or rain showers 
during the day on Friday.

Throughout this period, 
temperatures will remain 
slightly below normal, with 
highs usually hovering around 
the freezing mark.  Our next 
chance for a larger storm will 
come at the beginning of next 
week, although by that time it 
will likely be too warm for any 
precipitation to fall as snow.

Snow comes and goes 
this week

New Archbishop of Canterbury 
takes office

French jets bomb Islamist 
militants in Mali’s north

Extended Forecast
Today: Mostly cloudy with a chance of flurries. High 

29°F (-2°C). Winds variable at 5-7 mph.
Tonight: Mostly cloudy with a chance of snow showers 

late. Low 26°F (-3°C). Winds E at 5-7 mph.
Tomorrow: A chance of rain or snow showers. High 

36°F (2°C). Winds W at 7-12 mph. 
Thursday: Partly sunny. High 30°F (-1°C).
Friday: A chance of rain or snow showers with highs in 

the upper 30s °F (3°C).
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By Ginger Thompson,  
Randal C. Archibold  

and Eric Schmitt
The New York Times 

As Mexico’s military staged its 
annual Independence Day parade 
in September, spectators filled the 
main square of Mexico City to cheer 
on the armed forces. Nearly 2,000 
miles away in Washington, U.S. of-
ficials were also paying attention.

But it was not the helicopters 
hovering overhead or the anti-
aircraft weapons or the soldiers in 
camouflage that caught their atten-
tion. It was the man chosen to march 
at the head of the parade, Gen. Moi-
ses Garcia Ochoa, who by tradition 
typically becomes the country’s next 
minister of defense.

The Obama administration had 
many concerns about the general, 
from the Drug Enforcement Ad-
ministration’s suspicion that he 
had links to drug traffickers to the 
Pentagon’s anxiety that he had mis-

used military supplies and skimmed 
money from multimillion-dollar de-
fense contracts.

In the days leading up to Mex-
ico’s presidential inauguration on 
Dec. 1, the United States ambassa-
dor to Mexico, Anthony Wayne, met 
with senior aides to President En-
rique Pena Nieto to express alarm 
at the general’s possible promotion. 
That back-channel communication 
provides a rare glimpse into the U.S. 
government’s deep involvement in 
Mexican security affairs — espe-
cially as Washington sizes up Pena 
Nieto, who is just two months into a 
six-year term. The U.S. role in a Mex-
ican Cabinet pick also highlights 
the tensions and mistrust between 
the governments despite public 
proclamations of cooperation and 
friendship.

“When it comes to Mexico, you 
have to accept that you’re going to 
dance with the devil,” said a former 
senior DEA official, who requested 
anonymity because he works in the 

private sector in Mexico. “You can’t 
just fold your cards and go home 
because you can’t find people you 
completely trust. You play with the 
cards you’re dealt.”

A former senior Mexican intelli-
gence official expressed similar mis-
givings about U.S. officials.

“The running complaint on the 
Mexican side is that the relationship 
with the United States is unequal 
and unbalanced,” said the former 
official who, like others interviewed 
for this article, spoke anonymously 
to discuss diplomatic and security 
exchanges. “Mexico is open with 
its secrets. The United States is not. 
So there’s a lot of resentment. And 
there’s always an incentive to try to 
stick it to the Americans.”

Washington’s concerns about 
Garcia Ochoa — which several offi-
cials cautioned were not confirmed 
— come as both governments grasp 
for new ways to stem the illegal 
flows of drugs, guns and money 
across their borders.

Syrian opposition says Assad can 
avoid trial if he leaves

BEIRUT — Syria’s opposition coalition gave qualified backing 
Monday to its leader’s surprise offer last week for a dialogue with 
President Bashar Assad to end the civil war, pressing him to re-
spond definitively and even offering the added inducement that he 
could avoid trial if he resigned and left the country.

Although the offer made by the opposition leader, Mouaz al-
Khatib, was by his own admission a personal gambit and was ini-
tially greeted with a torrent of criticism inside the Syrian opposi-
tion movement, his colleagues in the National Coalition of Syrian 
Revolutionary and Opposition Forces basically endorsed it over 
the weekend. 

While some complained that al-Khatib had not consulted them 
before making the offer and a few even called for his resignation, 
others went along in part to counter the appearance of fractious-
ness that has long been a weakness in the opposition.

Al-Khatib, a respected Sunni cleric in exile who once was the 
head imam at the historic Umayyad Mosque in Damascus, said 
he would engage in dialogue with Assad’s government only if it 
released 160,000 political prisoners and renewed all expired pass-
ports held by members of the Syrian diaspora, which includes large 
numbers of dissidents.

On Sunday, an aide to Assad gave a vague response. The aide, 
Ali Haidar, Syria’s minister of national reconciliation, said in an in-
terview with Russia Today, a Kremlin-financed news organization 
sympathetic to Syria’s government, that the government was open 
to talks with any opposition members who reject violence. He also 
said it was willing to address the passport issue but not necessarily 
the release of prisoners. Haidar said the 160,000 figure was exag-
gerated and asked al-Khatib to send a list of prisoner names.

While the opposition is still saying Assad’s departure must be 
part of any political settlement to end the conflict, it is no longer a 
precondition for talks.

—Hania Mourtada and Rick Gladstone, The New York Times 

McCain opposes filibuster  
over Hagel

WASHINGTON — Several Republican senators — notably John 
McCain — said Monday that they would oppose a filibuster of for-
mer Sen. Chuck Hagel’s confirmation as secretary of defense, mov-
ing the nominee much closer toward approval.

“I just do not believe a filibuster is appropriate, and I would 
oppose such a move,” McCain of Arizona, a key Republican on 
military issues, told reporters, adding that he would press his col-
leagues on the matter. Sens. Richard M. Burr of North Carolina and 
Susan Collins of Maine also said Monday that they would reject a 
filibuster, as did Sen. Roy Blunt of Missouri last week, pushing the 
number of votes to force confirmation beyond 60.

McCain and the others cannot stop a single senator from block-
ing Hagel’s nomination from coming to a clean, up-or-down vote, 
but his statement indicated what Senate Republican aides said Fri-
day: In the event of a filibuster, Hagel’s advocates almost certainly 
will have 60 votes. The Senate Armed Services Committee is ex-
pected to send Hagel’s confirmation to the full Senate on Thursday, 
likely along party lines.

The 53 Democrats and two independents that lean Democratic 
are expected to hold together for Hagel. Two other Republicans — 
Sens. Mike Johanns of Nebraska and Thad Cochran of Mississippi 
— have come out for the confirmation of Hagel, a former Senate 
Republican from Nebraska.

But on Monday, it became clear that many Republicans did not 
have the stomach to filibuster a Cabinet nomination, a move that 
may be unprecedented. To do so would take egregious circum-
stances, such as ethical or legal violations, Collins said.

“I’m not inclined to support a filibuster, regardless of how I ulti-
mately come down” on a final vote, she said.

Some Republicans believe Hagel’s most ardent opponents 
could still use procedural hurdles to block him. Sens. Ted Cruz and 
John Cornyn, Republicans of Texas, have said they would not take 
any options off the table. That could slow Hagel’s path to the Pen-
tagon, but with the new opposition to a filibuster, Hagel will almost 
certainly head the Defense Department.

—Jonathan Weisman, The New York Times 

US military lifts ban on Afghan 
airline

KABUL, Afghanistan — The U.S. military on Monday reversed a 
recent decision to blacklist one of Afghanistan’s main airlines, Kam 
Air, on suspicion of drug smuggling, and it agreed to share details 
of its accusations with the Afghan government.

The turnaround came after days of Afghan criticism and what 
some Western officials described as a disagreement between the 
military and the U.S. Embassy on the prudence of the ban, which 
would have forbidden any U.S. military contracts with Kam Air. The 
prohibition came to light in news reports last week, and it was an 
embarrassment after a positive meeting between President Barack 
Obama and President Hamid Karzai in Washington in which Kar-
zai stressed the importance of Afghan sovereignty.

According to a statement released late Monday evening by U.S. 
Forces-Afghanistan, the military said that senior officials met with 
senior Afghan officials at the Foreign Ministry on Saturday, ex-
plaining the reasons behind the blacklisting and offering informa-
tion about the company that led to the ban.

In return, the statement said, the Afghan government agreed to 
investigate Kam Air and take further action, if needed. Afghan of-
ficials could not be reached for comment.

The statement noted deference to the Afghan government’s 
sovereignty as one reason that it had lifted the ban. The U.S. mili-
tary does not directly contract with Kam Air, but the lines are 
somewhat blurry because the military pays for many activities by 
the Afghan government. Banning Kam Air from military contracts 
cast a shadow over the company and posed difficulties for Karzai’s 
travel plans. He frequently charters Kam Air planes for official visits 
abroad, but he was forced to make other plans for his current visit 
in Europe, officials said.

—Alissa J. Rubin, The New York Times

By Michael Cooper
The New York Times 

Although the debate over stem-
ming gun violence after the massa-
cre in Newtown, Conn., is breaking 
down mostly along partisan lines 
in the nation’s statehouses — with 
several Democratic governors call-
ing for stricter gun laws as most 
Republicans urge tighter security or 
revamped mental health policies — 
the handful of exceptions show the 
political and geographical complex-
ities of the issue.

More than a dozen governors 
invoked the Newtown school shoot-
ing as they opened their legislative 
sessions in recent weeks with State 
of the State addresses, and most 
have weighed in on the shooting in 
other forums. Several Democratic 
governors, mainly along the East 
Coast, are calling for banning some 
semiautomatic weapons or large 
capacity magazines, while several 
Republican governors have urged 
other measures, noting their opposi-
tion to more restrictive gun laws. But 
the state-level debate has not always 
followed party lines.

Gov. Chris Christie of New Jersey, 
a Republican who is mentioned as 
a possible presidential candidate, 
recently noted that he had long 
supported his state’s existing laws, 
which he described as “some of the 
toughest gun control measures in 
place in the country.”

Gov. Mark Dayton of Minnesota, 
a Democrat, was quoted after the 
shooting as saying that his “reading 
of the Constitution is that it provides 
a complete permission for any law-
abiding citizen to possess firearms, 
whichever ones he or she chooses, 
and the ammunition to go with 
that.” And another Democrat, Gov. 
Mike Beebe of Arkansas, is likely to 
sign a bill working its way through 
the state’s Republican legislature, 
which he was neutral on, that would 
allow people to bring concealed 
handguns to churches that choose 
to allow them.

But in many states, the contours 
of the debate are following familiar 
party lines. Democratic governors 
in Colorado, Connecticut, Delaware, 
Maryland and Massachusetts are 
among those calling for stricter gun 
laws, and Gov. Andrew M. Cuomo 

of New York has already won the 
passage of the sweeping gun mea-
sures he sought after the shooting at 
Sandy Hook Elementary School in 
Newtown. Many Republican gover-
nors, meanwhile, are making it clear 
that they oppose new restrictions on 
guns. In many states, governors are 
raising the issue in their addresses to 
lawmakers.

“Who can watch the sad images 
of the last several weeks, who can 
see the pictures of those young faces, 
and honestly say that we are doing 
enough?” Gov. Martin O’Malley of 
Maryland, a Democrat, asked in his 
State of the State address last week. 
O’Malley urged state lawmakers to 
ban the sale of “military-style assault 
weapons,” require licenses for buy-
ing handguns, bolster mental health 
treatment and information sharing 
and spend more on school security.

Gov. Mike Pence of Indiana, a 
Republican who took office this year, 
said in his speech that he would 
seek additional money in the state 
budget for “a comprehensive school 
safety review,” but made it clear that 
he would oppose limiting access to 
guns.

US stepped in to halt Mexican 
general’s rise

Peace talks start between 
Myanmar and rebels

States have varied responses to 
issue of gun violence

By Thomas Fuller
The New York Times 

BANGKOK — China hosted 
peace talks between the Myanmar 
government and ethnic Kachin 
rebels Monday, as outside pressure 
grew on both sides to end the in-
tense fighting of recent weeks.

The one-day meeting ended 
without a firm commitment to stop 
the clashes, which have left at least 
several hundred soldiers dead and 
displaced tens of thousands of civil-
ians in the northernmost reaches of 
Myanmar, near the Chinese border. 
But the talks were notable for Chi-
na’s prominent role in getting both 
sides to the negotiating table.

“The Chinese asked us to come 
to the meeting,” said Awng Jet, a 
member of the Kachin delegation. 
“They told us that U Aung Min 
would be there and said we should 
be there, too.”

Aung Min was the head of the 
Myanmar government’s delegation.

China is increasingly concerned 

about the fighting along its south-
ern border. Shells have landed in 
its territory at least twice, refugees 
have come across the border and 
commerce has been interrupted — 
northern Myanmar is rich in jade 
and timber and is the site of many 
Chinese hydroelectric projects. A 
statement released after the talks 
by the Kachin rebels, who have lost 
some strategic positions in recent 
weeks, was noncommittal but ap-
peared to show a willingness for 
further negotiations.

“We discussed opening lines of 
communication, reducing military 
tensions, and inviting observers 
and organizations that can partici-
pate as witnesses at another meet-
ing,” the statement said. Previous 
negotiations with Kachin rebels 
foundered, and a cease-fire an-
nounced last month by the Myan-
mar government never went into 
effect. 

China confirmed Monday that 
it was providing “amenities for the 
peace talks,” which are being held 

in Ruili, a city along the border with 
Myanmar, also known as Burma.

“China is willing to continue 
playing a constructive role in the 
peace talks between the two sides,” 
said a spokeswoman for China’s 
Foreign Ministry, Hua Chunying, 
at a daily news media briefing in 
Beijing. The Kachin, whose many 
tribes live in the mountains of 
northern Myanmar, have a long 
history of autonomy from the low-
land Burmese majority and are the 
only remaining major armed ethnic 
group that has not signed a peace 
deal with the government of Presi-
dent Thein Sein.

A successful outcome of the 
peace talks would bolster domes-
tic and international confidence in 
Thein Sein’s reconciliation efforts, 
one of the central initiatives of his 
government. Even so, it would be 
only the start of a broader political 
dialogue between Myanmar’s cen-
tral government and a dozen or so 
ethnic groups that are calling for a 
more decentralized system.
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OPINION POLICY
Editorials are the official opinion of The Tech. They are 

written by the Editorial Board, which consists of Chairman 
Sarah Ritter, Editor in Chief Anne Cai, Managing Editor Ian 
M. Gorodisher, Executive Editor Deborah Chen, and Opinion 
Editor Jacob London.

Dissents are the signed opinions of editorial board 
members choosing to publish their disagreement with the 
editorial.

Letters to the editor, columns, and editorial cartoons 
are written by individuals and represent the opinion of the 
author, not necessarily that of the newspaper. Electronic 
submissions are encouraged and should be sent to letters@
tech.mit.edu. Hard copy submissions should be addressed 
to The Tech, P.O. Box 397029, Cambridge, Mass. 02139-7029, 
or sent by interdepartmental mail to Room W20-483. All 
submissions are due by 4:30 p.m. two days before the date of 
publication.

Letters, columns, and cartoons must bear the authors’ 
signatures, addresses, and phone numbers. Unsigned letters 
will not be accepted. The Tech reserves the right to edit or 

condense letters; shorter letters will be given higher priority. 
Once submitted, all letters become property of The Tech, and 
will not be returned. Letters, columns, and cartoons may also 
be posted on The Tech’s Web site and/or printed or published 
in any other format or medium now known or later that 
becomes known. The Tech makes no commitment to publish 
all the letters received.

Guest columns are opinion articles submitted by members 
of the MIT or local community.

TO REACH US
The Tech’s telephone number is (617) 253-1541. E-mail is the 

easiest way to reach any member of our staff. If you are unsure 
whom to contact, send mail to general@tech.mit.edu, and it 
will be directed to the appropriate person. You can reach the 
editor in chief by e-mailing eic@tech.mit.edu. Please send 
press releases, requests for coverage, and information about 
errors that call for correction to news@tech.mit.edu. Letters 
to the editor should be sent to letters@tech.mit.edu. The Tech 
can be found on the World Wide Web at http://tech.mit.edu.

Chairman 
Sarah Ritter ’14
Editor in Chief 

Anne Cai ’14
Business Manager 

Joyce Zhang ’16
Managing Editor 

Ian M. Gorodisher ’15
Executive Editor 
Deborah Chen ’14

News Staff

News Editors: Stan Gill  ’14, Bruno B. F. 
Faviero ’15, Austin Hess ’15, Janelle Mansfield ’15; 
Associate News Editors: Stephanie Holden ’14, 
Leo Zhou ’14, Jaya Narain ’15, Leon Lin ’16; Staff: 
Sara Hess G, Pearle Lipinski ’12, Isabella Wei ’14, 
Adisa Kruayatidee  ’15, Tushar Kamath  ’16; 
Meteorologists: Allison A. Wing  G, Vince 
Agard ’11, Roman Kowch ’12, Shaena Berlin ’13.
Production Staff

Editors: Annia Pan  ’15, Anthony Yu  ’16; 
Staff: Judy Hsiang  ’12, Fareeha Safir  ’13, Kezi 
Cheng  ’15, Esme Rhine  ’15, Will Conway  ’16, 
Kath Xu ’16.
Opinion Staff

Editor: Jacob London  ’15; Associate  Editor: 
Mike Veldman  ’14; Staff: Florence Gallez  G, 
Keith A. Yost  ’08, Rachel C. Bandler  ’13, Ryan 
Normandin  ’13, A.J. Edelman  ’14, Kristian 
Fennessy  ’14, Andy Liang  ’14, Sam Shames  ’14, 
Haldun Anil ’15, Feras Saad ’15.
Sports Staff

Editors: Sarah Weir  ’14, Austin Osborne  ’15; 
Associate  Editor: Katie Bodner  ’15; Staff: 
Michael Gerhardt  ’12, Zach Hynes  ’12, 
Nicholas Myers  ’12, Carlos Greaves  ’13, Russell 
Spivak  ’13, Nidharshan Anandasivam  ’14, Shri 
Ganeshram ’15, Felicia Hsu ’15, Nick Lopez ’15.
Arts Staff

Editors: Angelique Nehmzow  ’14, Grace 
Young  ’14; Staff: Bogdan Fedeles  G, Roberto 
Perez-Franco PhD  ’10, Jaimie Chung  ’13, Yü 
Linlin Huang  ’13, Emily Nardoni  ’13, Jenny 
Xie  ’13, Natthida Wiwatwicha  ’14, Carolyn 
Zhang ’14.
Photography Staff

Editors: Jessica L. Wass  ’14, Tami Forrester  ’15, 
Christopher A. Maynor  ’15; Associate  Editors: 
Tiffany Ira Huang  ’13, Jaswanth Madhavan  ’13; 
Staff: Ekaterina Botchkina  G, Kailiang Chen  G, 
David Da He G, Arthur Petron G, Melissa Renée 
Schumacher  G, Manohar Srikanth  G, Scott 
Johnston  ’03, Biyeun M. Buczyk  ’10, William 
Yee ’10, Yuanyu Chen ’12, Nicholas Chornay ’12, 
James X. Sun  ’12, Meng Heng Touch  ’12, Feng 
Wu ’12, Arfa Aijazi  ’13, Elizabeth D’Arienzo  ’13, 
Samira Daswani  ’13, Akimitsu Hogge  ’13, Vivek 
Dasari  ’14, Jennifer Wang  ’14, Priya Garg  ’15, 
Jared L. Wong  ’15, Emily Kellison-Linn  ’16, 
Andrew Swayze.
Campus Life Staff

Editor: Kali Xu  ’15; Staff: Fangfei Shen  G, 
Ranbel Sun  G, Paul Woods  ’13, Jacqueline 
Durazo  ’14, Mark Salmon  ’14, Deena Wang  ’14, 
Sam Trabucco  ’15; Cartoonists: Joshua 
Meisel G, Irving E. Wang G, Michael Benitez ’12, 
Elise Stave  ’13, Amanda Aparicio  ’14, Ramya 
Swamy ’14, Paelle Powell ’15, Steve Sullivan ’15, 
Timothy Yang ’15, Dohyun Lee ’16.
Copy Staff

Copy Chief: Laura E. Forte  ’15; Staff: Jacob 
Austin-Breneman  ’13, Sylvan Tsai  ’15, Aidan 
Bevacqua  ’16, Gustavo H. Braga  ’16, Christina 
Curlette  ’16, Jake H. Gunter  ’16, Julia M. 
Longmate  ’16, Alyssa Napier  ’16, Madeline J. 
O’Grady ’16.
Business Staff

Advertising Managers: Moya Chin ’13, Nayeon 
Kim  ’16; Operations Manager: Ding Ma  ’16; 
Staff: Joseph Maurer  ’12, Wendy Cheng  ’13, 
Jennifer Fong  ’13, Allison M. Lee  ’13, Arturo 
Gonzalez  ’14, Sarine Shahmirian  ’14, Rachel 
Agyemang ’16, Maria I. Fabre E. ’16.
Technology Staff

Director: Greg Steinbrecher  ’12; Staff: John A. 
Hawkinson  ’98, Kiran Bhattaram  ’13, Maja R. 
Rudolph  ’13, Alex Chernyakhovsky  ’14, Emad 
William ’15, Alexander C. Bost.
Online Media Staff

Editors: Lourdes D. Bobbio  ’15, Stephen 
Suen  ’15; Staff: Aaron L. Scheinberg  G, David 
J. Bermejo  ’13, Aakanksha Sarda  ’14, Vivian 
Liu  ’15, Mario Martínez  ’15, Jake Barnwell  ’16, 
Sarah Coe ’16, Emilio Pace ’16.
Editors at Large

Contributing Editors: Joanna Kao  ’13, Connor 
Kirschbaum ’13, Jessica J. Pourian ’13, Michelle E. 
Szucs ’14; Senior Editors: Shelley Ackerman ’13, 
Kathryn Dere ’13, Jessica Liu ’13, Elijah Mena ’13, 
Aislyn Schalck ’13, Derek Chang ’14.
Advisory Board

Paul E. Schindler, Jr.  ’74, V. Michael Bove  ’83, 
Barry S. Surman  ’84, Deborah A. Levinson  ’91, 
Jonathan E. D. Richmond PhD  ’91, Karen 
Kaplan  ’93, Saul Blumenthal  ’98, Frank 
Dabek  ’00, Satwiksai Seshasai  ’01, Daniel Ryan 
Bersak  ’02, Eric J. Cholankeril  ’02, Nathan 
Collins SM  ’03, Tiffany Dohzen  ’06, Beckett 
W. Sterner  ’06, Marissa Vogt  ’06, Andrew 
T. Lukmann  ’07, Zachary Ozer  ’07, Austin 
Chu  ’08, Michael McGraw-Herdeg  ’08, Omari 
Stephens  ’08, Marie Y. Thibault  ’08, Ricardo 
Ramirez  ’09, Nick Semenkovich  ’09, Angeline 
Wang ’09, Quentin Smith ’10, Jeff Guo ’11, Ethan 
A. Solomon ’12, B. D. Colen.
Production Staff for This Issue

Editors: Jessica J. Pourian ’13, Annia Pan  ’15 
Anthony Yu ’16 ; Staff: Judy Hsiang  ’12, Esme 
Rhine ’15, Will Conway ’16; Copy Editors: Laura 
E. Forte ’15, Christina Curlette ’16.

The Tech (ISSN 0148-9607) is published on Tuesdays and Fridays during 
the academic year (except during MIT vacations), Wednesdays during 
January, and monthly during the summer by The Tech, Room W20-483, 
84 Massachusetts Avenue, Cambridge, Mass. 02139. Subscriptions are 
$50.00 per year (third class). Postmaster: Please send all address 
changes to our mailing address: The Tech, P.O. Box 397029, Cambridge, 
Mass. 02139-7029. Telephone: Editorial: (617) 253-1541. Business: 
(617) 258-8324. Facsimile: (617) 258-8226. Advertising, subscription, and 
typesetting rates available. Entire contents © 2013 The Tech. Printed on 
recycled paper by Mass Web Printing Company.

Established 1881

The Mystery Hunt feature printed in the Jan. 23 issue in-
correctly stated the name of Matt Lahut’s team as A Plate; the 
team’s proper name was Up-Late. The article also mistakenly 
identified Enigma Valley Investment & Loan (EVIL) as Enigma 
Valley Savings & Loan. 

Last Wednesday’s RLADs interview misspelled the Burton-
Conner RLAD’s name. She is Michelle Lessly, not Lessey. The 
same article also misspelled the Simmons RLAD’s name. He is 

Joshua Gonzalez, not Gonzales.
Also in last Wednesday’s issue, the photo of the seven 

RLADs was incorrectly only credited to the Division of Student 
Life — Jessica D. Bolandrina, DSL Marketing & Program Spe-
cialist took the photo.

The eighth paragraph of last Wednesday’s MassDOT article 
incorrectly stated that “many vent buildings are built into pre-
existing buildings, including the upscale Intercontinental Ho-
tel.” Rather, some of the buildings are built around vent cores, 
not into pre-existing buildings.

Corrections

Letters To THe Editor
MIT-Kendall zoning 
petition — a step in 
the right direction

As residents working to build a better 
Cambridge, we welcome the MIT Kendall 
Square zoning petition and see it as a 
productive contribution to socially and 
economically responsible development 
in our city. While we thank MIT for the 
strong housing and community benefit 
components included in the petition, we 
expect future MIT development propos-
als will show a similar commitment to 
promoting affordable, mixed-use neigh-
borhoods in Cambridge. On balance we 
believe the petition promotes sustain-
able growth towards a more diverse and 
dynamic Cambridge.

The presence of MIT in Cambridge 
and significant institutional/laboratory 
development in Kendall Square cre-
ates overwhelming housing demand in 
our community. With this petition MIT 
makes a strong contribution to increas-
ing the supply of affordable housing in 
Cambridge with a plan that includes resi-
dential development consistent with the 
recommendations of the K2 committee. 
We are pleased that the plan addresses 
the acute need for affordable housing 
targeted to a range of income levels in 
Cambridge by reserving a significant 
percentage of units for middle-income 
residents in addition to the low-income 
units required by inclusionary zoning.

We believe that the community fund 
provisions included in this petition 
provide important benefits to the neigh-
borhoods most impacted by Kendall 
Square development, as well as giving 
neighborhood groups a strong voice in 
determining how those funds will be 
used. We consider workforce develop-

ment to be the most critical component 
of the community benefit package to 
ensure that all Cambridge residents have 
the opportunity to participate in the 
groundbreaking research and innova-
tion produced in Kendall Square. We 
anticipate that the proposed Community 
Funds Committee — with representatives 
selected by neighborhood groups includ-
ing the East Cambridge Planning Team, 
Wellington-Harrington Association, and 
Area IV Coalition — will direct funding to 
workforce development, open space, and 
transportation projects of greatest need 
in and around Kendall Square.

The Kendall Square Advisory Commit-
tee and other recent planning initiatives 
in Cambridge have encouraged the 
growth of vibrant, transit-oriented com-
munities where people can live, work, 
and play. We believe this petition reflects 
those goals by placing new housing in 
close proximity to the Kendall Square 
MBTA station, while proposing enhanced 
retail corridors along Main Street, Broad-
way, and Broad Canal. The MIT petition 
will improve pedestrian access on these 
thoroughfares in combination with exist-
ing successful efforts to expand transit 
use and biking in Kendall Square.

The benefits of this petition notwith-
standing, we feel it is critical that MIT 
continue to demonstrate a long-term 
commitment to building vibrant and liv-
able neighborhoods while addressing the 
housing, transportation, and other public 
needs their presence in Cambridge 
creates.

We support the MIT petition because 
we believe it promotes sustainable 
growth in Kendall Square with many 
potential housing, community, and 
economic development benefits for our 
community. We recognize the steps that 
MIT has taken to ensure the petition 
reflects neighborhood priorities and 

recommendations of the K2 advisory 
process.

Jesse Kanson-Benanav, MCP ’09 
Chairman, A Better Cambridge

A more open 
discussion of RLADs

In the Jan. 30 issue of The Tech, Christina 
Davis, director of Residential Life Programs, 
is quoted as saying, “Myself, Naomi Carton, 
and Henry Humphreys met with the house-
masters, the students, and the GRTs of the 
dorms without area directors to get a sense 
of those communities and what they’re 
looking for in terms of area directors.” This 
came as a surprise to the residents of Bexley 
Hall. No student or GRT is aware of such a 
meeting.

On behalf of the students living in 
Bexley, we urge the administration either to 
follow through on its talk of trust and inclu-
sion or to bear a public image consistent 
with its practices. We invite the administra-
tion to open a discussion with the residents 
of Bexley at bexley-residents@mit.edu on 
the occasion of future policy changes that 
affect our community. The undersigned can 
assure that this will reach more people than 
an afterthought published in The Tech.

Bexley residents: 
Amelia K. Helmick ’15, Andrea D. 

Nickerson ’14, Ariana J. Eisenstein ’15, 
Christiana Rosales ’14, Christopher J. 

Sarabalis ’14, Daniel H. Lizardo ’15, Emily 
H. Zhang ’15, Ethan P. Sherbondy ’14,  

Ilana D. Habib ’15, Jesse L. Sharps ’14,  
Julia C. Ellermeier ’14, Kathleen M. 

Laverty ’15, Kristjan Eerik Kaseniit ’14, 
Laila Shehata ’16, Micah Rye Eckhardt G,  

Noga Feinberg ’15, Olga V. Vasileva ’13,  
Samuel M. Jacobs ’16, Samuel T. 

Whittemore ’13, Valkyrie M. Felso ’15, 
Ronald H. Heisser’16, Soraya I. Shehata ’13
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The demands that MIT students face can sometimes be overwhelming.  
You are not alone in facing stress.  And you are not alone in dealing with it.  
This forum will be an opportunity for students to learn about resources and to 
engage in action-oriented dialog with each other and with the administration.

UNDER PRESSURE:  A Forum on Student Stress

Tuesday, February 12
5:00p.m. to 8:00p.m.  |  Building 10-250

FREE FOOD

CO-SPONSORED BY: 
The Office of the Chancellor and The Tech

RSVP underpressure@mit.edu
Deadline is February 7th
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[1168] Tar

I don’t know what’s worse--the fact that after 15 years of using tar I still can’t keep the flags straight, or that after 15 years 
of technological advancement I’m still mucking with tar flags that were 15 years old when I started

A WEBCOMIC OF ROMANCE,
SARCASM, MATH, AND LANGUAGE

by Randall Munroe

Instructions: Fill in the grid so that each column and 
row contains exactly one of each of the numbers 1–4. 

Follow the mathematical operations for each box.

Instructions: Fill in the grid so that each column and 
row contains exactly one of each of the numbers 1–4. 

Follow the mathematical operations for each box.

Tween Techdoku
Solution, page 14

Tween Techdoku II
Solution, page 14

4÷ 6×

24× 4×

2− 2

24×

2× 3 144×

2×

1− 2

2− 1
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Instructions: Fill in the grid so that each column, row, and 3 by 3 grid contains 
exactly one of each of the digits 1 through 9.

Instructions: Fill in the grid so that each column and row contains exactly one of 
each of the numbers 1–6. Follow the mathematical operations for each box.

Sudoku
Solution, page 14

7 1 3
6 4 5

5 8 9 2
4 2 6
1 9 7 8

5 8 9
9 2 1 8

2 4 8
5 7 1

Techdoku
Solution, page 14

48× 11+ 60×

2× 15×

20+ 5−

3 2× 2÷

1 21+

2− 10+

Saturday Stumper by Anna Stiga
Solution, page 14

ACROSS
1 Affects
7 Piebald
15 One of British rock’s “holy trinity”
16 Port visited by Commodore Perry
17 Unauthorized absentee
18 Atlantis was his chosen domain
19 Really eager
21 Gets lost
22 Book before Obadiah
23 Word from the Sanskrit for “silver 

coin”
25 Best New American Play award
26 Two fins
27 Columbus’ surroundings
29 Dept. whose history goes back to 

Nightingale
30 Live
31 One taking action
33 “That smarts!”
36 See 32 Down
38 They may block a closing
39 Wiped out
41 Up now
43 #10 of TV Guide’s “50 Greatest 

Shows”
44 Parting word
46 Pacifier
49 Lecture venue
51 Needing seasoning
52 Opposite of post
53 Clarification introducer
55 Dashboard setting
57 Prolonged rivalry

59 Builder of a submarine for 
Napoleon

60 CNN colleague of Wolf and Piers
61 Buffett, per his nickname
62 Approved model
63 Breakfast slice

DOWN
1 Nevertheless
2 Caddy’s trim
3 One from Weimar
4 Major blows
5 “I feel your pain!”
6 Malarkey
7 Since lots wanted it
8 Thief of a sort
9 Initials, perhaps
10 Step on __
11 Lad from Lima
12 Ate
13 Twisted expression?
14 Nutcracker participants
20 Maxim’s scratch
24 Dwindle
27 Amiable
28 Serbian-born sports great
30 Run down
32 With 36 Across, rapper’s woe
33 Some religious schools
34 Embellish
35 2012 Niagara Falls aerialist
37 Inflames
40 __ days
42 Summoned

45 One of Mark Twain’s occupations
46 Untrustworthy one
47 Most Oscar-nominated nonwinning 

actor
48 Novelist, for instance

50 Filled
52 Brother of Prometheus
54 Square one
56 Star quality
58 Homeland Security agcy.
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Last Wednesday, January 30, students in 6.270, a class in autonomous design 
held during IAP, participated in a final competition in 26-100. Teams of students 
were given kits containing Legos, motors, sensors, and other components at the 
beginning of January, and in the following weeks, students learned about robot-
ic design by building an autonomous robot that could beat another team’s robot 
in one of the many one-on-one games held during Wednesday night’s competi-
tion. 
1. A robot loses parts during the competition.  
2. A student picks up his robot during the competition.  
3. A bar-coded sheet of paper called a “vision code” was placed over each robot 
as part of the competition’s vision positioning system.  
4. A student fixes a part on his team’s robot.  
5. Three teammates examine their robot during the competition. 
6. Prizes for winning teams included Apple MacBooks, iPads, and iPods.  
7. Two robots compete on the playing field. Robots could score points by per-
forming various activities on the field.

CHRISTOPHER A. MAYNOR—The Tech

1 2

3

4

5

6

7

6.270 COMPETITION



Li
fe

 C
a

m
pu

s
 L

if
e

 C
a

m
p

u
s

 L
if

e
 C

a
m

p
u

s
 L

if
e

 C
a

m
pu

s
 L

if
e

 C
a

m
pu

s
 L

if
e

 C
a

m
pu

s
 L

if
E

 10  The Tech� Tuesday, February 5, 2013

By Matthew Davis

This year, two MIT students will be 
among the 16 contestants in the Miss Bos-
ton pageant on Feb. 10. Both Jacqueline 
“Chacha” Durazo ’14 and Kira S. Kopacz 
’15 are a reflection of the best aspects of 
the Institute, passionate about their fields 
of study and dedicated wholly to their pas-
sions in life. Perhaps what is most striking 
about these women are their similar yet dif-
ferent perspectives on the pageant experi-
ence, how it reflects the current trends in 
society, and how it gives them a platform to 
spread their ideas and inspire others.

Majoring in Course 2 (Mechanical En-
gineering) and concentrating in Course 6 
(Computer Science) and 15 (Management), 
Durazo can be found most of the time 
studying engineering and working hard 
to excel in her schoolwork. She also loves 
cooking and is seen frequently around cam-
pus and at the fraternity SigEp sharing her 
talent in the form of various delectable de-
lights. After graduation, she plans to attend 
a culinary academy in Italy before going to 
graduate school. What defines Durazo’s life 
is the diverse range of experiences she has 
had — she is not afraid of trying new things 
and exploring new frontiers.

In her quest to fully experience that 
unpurified solution called life, Durazo has 
decided to participate in this beauty pag-
eant event that flies in the face of society’s 
antisocial expectations of the everyday 
engineer. This inclination does run in the 
family — her aunt was Miss Oregon 1994, 
and two of her other aunts also competed 
in pageants. 

However, be sure not to lump Durazo 
with the depictions of stereotypical pageant 
queens on television. Durazo has reasons 
to be on the stage outside of displaying her 
good looks — she is campaigning on a plat-
form of sexual assault awareness, due to 
her experience being assaulted as a fresh-

man. It was exceedingly difficult for her to 
talk about this for years after the ordeal; 
however, she finally decided that it was not 
something to be embarrassed about. She 
hopes to bring the conversation on sexual 
assault to the mainstream and transform it 
from a topic that is treated with nervous-
ness and trepidation into one that can be 
talked about normally.

Durazo hopes to show other women 
that have been through similar situations to 
embrace themselves for who they are and 
live their lives to the fullest. Through this 
pageant, she is demonstrating to the world 
that it is not only possible, but it is a wom-
an’s right, to live a free and full life, without 
fear and social stigmas after being affected 
by sexual assault.

In the Miss Boston competition, she is 
introducing to the world what it means to 
be a fully independent, modern woman, 
who is coming into her prime and taking 
the world for what its worth. Put those no-
tions of “pretty girls” acting beautiful aside 
— for her talent section, Durazo will be per-
forming a hip-hop dance to a pair of songs 
by Rihanna (she learned hip-hop over IAP). 
Tellingly, Durazo says she chose the song 
“Live Your Life” for the ideal that she has 
personified throughout her college years: 
to live your life the way you want, free of 
other’s expectations.

She definitely relishes being the odd 
woman out in the pageant. When talking 
about the events, she can’t help but let out 
a loud laugh as she describes things such 
as “Light, Hair, and Makeup” or the blurbs 
each of them has for their events. When 
contestants were asked how they liked 
to workout, Durazo responded with, “I’d 
much rather be building robots and eat-
ing.” But don’t let that fool you — for the 
past month she has been doing the Insan-
ity workout with friends.

For Kira S. Kopacz, a Course 9 (Brain 
and Cognitive Sciences) major and pre-
med student, pageants have always been 
a passion. As a child, she was inspired by 
watching Miss America pageants on tele-
vision. Thanks to her loving and support-
ive family, she was able to compete in her 
first pageant at a young age, and continued 
through high school in the National Amer-
ica Miss program.

With a gorgeous smile and a can-do 
attitude, Kopacz displays the traits of dis-
cipline and determination, which she 

credits in part to her pageant experience. 
Pageants have helped Kopacz in many 
ways, improving her public speaking skills 
and confidence. Unlike activities like 

Speech and Debate, Kira likes the well-
roundedness of Miss America pageants. 
You not only learn how to perform — you 
have to be physically fit and scholastically 
strong.

She is campaigning on a platform of 
“Educating Youth in Math and Science,” a 
program that aims to enhance education 
in STEM fields. Kopacz wants to show pri-
mary and secondary students how science, 
technology, engineering, and mathemat-
ics are used in their lives. By spreading her 
love for math and science, she hopes to 
pull more students into these fields, which 
she views as a national necessity.

For her talent, Kopacz will perform 
“Gia il Sole dal Gange” (Already, from over 
the Ganges, the Sun), an operatic aria that 
is popular in classical music circles. This 
is a reflection of her love of classical vo-
cal music. Through her performance, she 
looks forward to sharing her passion for 
vocal music with others.

Kopacz has a broader goal than sim-
ply winning the pageant — she hopes 
to bridge the gap between MIT and the 
outside world. Not only does she want to 
prove that MIT students, and nerds in gen-
eral, can speak and perform, but she plans 
on disproving the notion that pageant con-
testants are brain-dead individuals. She is 
the perfect person to do so — her father is 
an orthopedic spine surgeon, her mother 
is a teacher, and she has done research 
at Rutgers University on reversing spinal 
cord injuries. 

Around campus, Kopacz is active on 
multiple levels: she is a MedLink, the 
events planner at the sorority Kappa Al-
pha Theta, and a member of the 2015 Ring 
Committee.

The winner of the Miss Boston title will 
go on to compete for Miss Massachusetts 
and later Miss America. 

To cast a vote in the People’s Choice 
Voting, go to missboston.org. To attend the 
pageant, tickets must be purchased on-
line; be sure to include your favored con-
testant’s name when ordering to give her 
some credit.

Chacha Durazo is a former staff mem-
ber of The Tech.

miss boston

Beauty, brains, and talent
Two MIT students compete in this year’s Miss Boston pageant

For her talent section, 
Chacha will be 
performing a hip-hop 
dance to a pair of 
songs by Rihanna.

Courtesy of Jacqueline “Chacha” Durazo

Jacqueline “Chacha” Durazo ’14 is a contestant for Miss Boston this year.

courtesy of Kira Kopacz

Kira S. Kopacz ’15 is a contestant for Miss Boston this year.
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sorority alumni

Bonding beyond college
Sorority sisters connect across generations

By Caitlin Mackey

Have you ever met an MIT alum purely by chance? 
Maybe on a plane someone asked you about your cardi-
nal and grey sweatshirt. Perhaps you found out an older 
neighbor once walked through the Infinite to class. We 
immediately connect to these MIT alumni, trading sto-
ries about late nights and tunnel escapades and compar-
ing Brass Rats. We have shared experiences and a com-
mon history.

Greek organizations also provide these amazing 
shared experiences. When a sorority woman sees some-
one wearing matching letters at the airport, or hears 
someone mention her affiliation, our mutual sorority 
experience allows us to connect immediately.

And while we can perform the handshake, or whisper 
favorite moments from our initiation ceremonies, the so-
rority bond is not just about the secret rituals. Our orga-
nizations are rooted in our founders’ ideals of the wom-
en they wanted to become, and these values have been 
passed down for over a century. Sorority founders based 
our Greek organizations on friendship, leadership, learn-
ing, and service. They were ordinary women who wanted 
to become better — together — and created organiza-
tions to promote this mutual growth. And throughout the 
decades, as chapters expanded to campuses nationwide, 
sororities invited more young women who shared these 
same values to grow with these sisters.

My sorority, Alpha Chi Omega, was founded as Mark 
Twain finished Huckleberry Finn and as the Statue of Lib-
erty arrived in New York City. Since then, my sisters sur-
vived the Great Depression, been “Rosie the Riveters” dur-

ing World War II, and watched man first land on the moon. 
My sisters witnessed both the Berlin Wall and the Twin 
Towers fall.  So much has changed in the past 128 years. Yet 
the values of my fellow Alpha Chi Omegas, and of the sis-
ters of all Panhellenic organizations, have remained true 
to their roots through it all. 

This continuity fosters the cross-generational connec-
tions that contribute to what makes being Greek so great. 
This continuity makes me know that my great-grandmoth-
er, initiated into Alpha Chi Omega when women were still 
fighting for the right to vote, lived by the same ideals that 
I hope to attain. The traditions and symbols of our sister-
hood mean that my eighty-five year old grandmother, ini-
tiated in 1946, and I can sing the same songs, and that I can 
proudly wear her badge. But more importantly, our value-
based sisterhood makes me know that while times have 
changed, we have all sought to become the best women 
we could be, seeking the heights together as Alpha Chis.

You don’t have to be biologically related to a sorority 
alumna to share the benefits of these cross-generation-
al connections. We are motivated by our more recent 
alumnae, succeeding in the real world. We read in our 
sorority newsletters about our inspirational sisters who 
have continued to live our organization’s values beyond 
college life. We can reach out to these sisters, no matter 
when or where they went to college, for advice, or when 
we are in a new city, and immediately connect because 
of our shared experience. We can be confident that these 
women, from diverse backgrounds and in different ca-
reers, share our ideals and will care for us as sisters no 
matter what.  

Throughout the years, as times have changed, sorori-
ties have remained steadfast to their original values and 
goals. Because of this continuity, Greek organizations 
offer a unique, shared experience throughout the gen-
erations. I am living by the same ideals that my grand-
mother, great-grandmother and over 200,000 women 
lived by throughout history. This common link of love 
and loyalty is timeless. This collective bond of shared 
experiences and values makes me proud to call these 
incredible women my sisters.

This continuity fosters the  
cross-generational connections 
that contribute to what makes 
being Greek so great.

Events � Feb. 5 – Feb. 11 
Tuesday
(10:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.) Spring Career Fair — W33 (Rock-

well Cage) 

(4:00 p.m. – 5:00 p.m.) 2013 IROP Summer Reseearch 
Exchanges Info Session — 56-162

Wednesday
(3:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m.) Science and Action: International 

Mercury Treaty Negotiations (free Swiss chocolate) — 
24-411

(7:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m.) 4,000 Years for Choice (Artist Talk) 
— 6-120

Thursday
(5:30 p.m. – 8:00 p.m.) Greentown Labs’ EnergyBar Febru-

ary (2013 MIT Clean Energy Prize Competition kickoff) 
— Greentown Labs

(6:00 p.m. – 9:00 p.m.) Egyptian Movie Night - Hassan 
and Morcos — 35-225

Friday
(7:00 p.m. – 9:00 p.m.) LSC shows Wreck-It Ralph — 26-

100

(7:00 p.m. – 9:00 p.m.) MITSSS Chinese New Year Cel-
ebration 2013 — NW10 large lounge

Saturday
(8:00 p.m. – 10:00 p.m.) MIT’s Musical Theatre Guild pres-

ents The Rocky Horror Show — La Sala de Puerto Rico

Sunday
(7:30 p.m. – 10:00 p.m.) MISTI Foreign film series shows 

Footnote (soup and popcorn served) — 32-123

Monday
(10:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.) Boston Aquarium outreach 

program — W85

Send your campus events to  
events@tech.mit.edu.

Do you want to be like Sherlock Holmes?
The Tech is looking for investigative reporters. 

Do you like asking tough questions?
Do you enjoy nosing around and collecting evidence?
If so, we want you on our team!

join@tech.mit.edu
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Congratulations!
2013 Burchard Scholars

The Burchard Scholars Program honors promising MIT sophomores and juniors who 
have demonstrated excellence in some aspect of the humanities, arts, and social 
sciences. Burchard Scholars join distinguished members of the MIT faculty for a series 
of dinner seminars, discussions, and performances to explore cutting-edge research in 
the humanities, arts, and social sciences in a collaborative format.

great ideas change the world

Anne Cai Jelimo Maswan
Ravi Charan Laura McCulloch    
Emily Chen Christine Park     
Stephanie Cheng Elizabeth Qian   
Nazia Chowdhury  Rebecca Reed  
Jakob Dahl Audrey Sedal  
Sebastian Denault Susan Shepard 
Samantha Fomon Caroline Shinkle 
Jessica Fujimori Laura Stilwell  
Heath Gould Fangdi Sun  
Abdulhamid Haidar Pratiksha Thaker  
Jacqueline Han Erika Trent  
David Han Deena Wang  
Cory Hernandez      Sheila Xu  
Brianna Jones Grace Young  
Nathaniel Kim Angela Zhu 

SCHOOL OF HUMANITIES, ARTS, AND SOCIAL SCIENCES

This space donated by The TechThis space donated by The Tech
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for EC and Baker, and one that will 
serve both Random and Bexley, but 
live in Bexley. This means Senior 
House is now the only dorm with-
out plans to get an RLAD next fall. 
Senior Associate Dean for Student 
Life, Henry J. Humphreys, is still in 
discussions with the Senior House 
housemasters about whether or not 
the dorm will have an RLAD in the 
future.

“We need to come to a bet-
ter understanding of what Senior 
House’s needs are … until we de-
fine the goals, we don’t want to put 
someone in the [RLAD] position,” 
said Humphreys. According to 
Humphreys, they have not decided 
where exactly the new RLAD apart-
ments will be in these dorms. The 
Division of Student Life will begin 
searching for candidates in late 
March or April, and the new RLADs 
will hopefully move into their resi-
dences this June.

Aaron Swartz
MIT faced a potential scandal 

in the aftermath of Internet activist 
Aaron H. Swartz’ suicide on Jan. 11. 
His uncle broke the news in a com-
ment on The Tech’s website. The 
death of a brilliant mind became a 
maelstrom of accusations and re-
percussions for MIT. Federal district 
courts had indicted Swartz in June 

2011 for mass downloading of JSTOR 
articles on MIT’s network, using a 
laptop hidden in the basement of 
Building 16. He faced up to 35 years 
in prison. MIT became entangled in 
the case when JSTOR detected the 
unusual activity on the Institute’s 
network. MIT placed video cameras 
in the basement to identify the lap-
top owner, and later provided law 
enforcement with logs of Swartz’ 
network activity without a warrant 
or subpoena.

The Aaron Swartz legal case 
jumped to the top of social news 
websites like HackerNews and Red-
dit, with many online commenta-
tors claiming MIT was partially re-
sponsible for Swartz’ death. Internet 
hacking groups attacked MIT in pro-
test. Hacking group “Anonymous” 
claimed credit for a denial-of-ser-
vice attack (DoS) on Sunday, Jan. 13, 
which prevented campus users from 
accessing most websites for about 
three hours. The mit.edu website do-
main was hacked again on Jan. 22 al-
legedly by a different group LulzSec. 
Traffic to the mit.edu website was 
diverted to a hacked page portray-
ing one of Swartz’ blog posts. MIT’s 
EDUCAUSE email account pass-
word was compromised during this 
attack as well, and hackers redirect-
ed email through servers at KAIST, 
Korea Advanced Institute of Science 
and Technology. The extent of email 
traffic which successfully sent dur-
ing this time is still unknown.

In response to Swartz’ death, 
MIT President L. Rafael Reif released 
an email statement to the MIT com-
munity expressing the Institute’s 
sorrow. “It pains me to think that 
MIT played any role in a series of 
events that have ended in tragedy,” 
wrote Reif.

Reif asked Electrical Engineering 
and Computer Science Professor Hal 

Abelson to head a committee which 
will report on MIT’s specific involve-
ment in the Swartz incident. The 
committee report is intended to help 
the administration “to understand 
and to learn from the actions MIT 
took,” according to Reif’s email. The 
commission has received dozens of 
questions from the MIT community 
through their online review process 
(swartz-review.mit.edu), though the 
report will not be released until later 
this spring.

Hacks and Hunts
Later in the month, students 

from around the world gathered at 
MIT for the annual Mystery Hunt, a 
puzzle-solving competition which 
takes place over Martin Luther King, 
Jr. weekend. MIT’s Mystery Hunt is 
known for its intricate, difficult-to-
solve clues and intense, round-the-
clock puzzle solving sessions. This 
year’s hunt earned the title of longest 
lasting hunt, with a record time of 73 
hours and 18 minutes. As tradition 
dictates, last year’s winning team, 
the Manic Sages, devised this year’s 
puzzle competition. The winners, 
who hold the record for the longest 
hunt team name, the full text of Ayn 
Rand’s novel Atlas Shrugged, were 
declared the victors of the competi-
tion at 11:56 a.m. on Monday.

In addition to Mystery Hunt, 
MIT students found plenty of other 
opportunities to put their brains to 
work over IAP. Groups of students 
participated in classes and various 

company-sponsored hack-a-thons 
and coding competitions, such as 
PokerBots and the 270 competition 
series.

After generating many good ideas 
in their coding challenges, students 
took some time to indulge bad ideas. 
In the annual Bad Ideas weekend, 
hosted by East Campus from Jan. 25 
to 27, students competed in several 
questionable competitions, includ-
ing a Taco Bell eating contest, butter 
sculpting, and a Craigslist Scavenger 
Hunt. In the infamous Green Build-

ing challenge, students battled each 
other and twenty stories of stairs to 
see who could make the most as-
cents in 4 hours.

Awards and Accolades
Several MIT professors garnered 

new accolades during IAP.
Professor Sallie W. “Penny” Ch-

isholm was awarded the National 
Medal of Science by the White 
House. Chisholm, a Professor in 
Environmental Studies in Course 
1, focuses her work on microbial 
oceanography. Chisolm told The 
Tech, “I’m excited that the com-
mittee is recognizing my field. The 
honor doesn’t often to go people in 
my field, so that’s an exciting recog-
nition of microbial oceanography.”

Eminent chemical and bio-
logical engineer, Professor Robert 
Langer, ScD ’74, received the Na-
tional Medal of Technology and 
Innovation. Langer is one of seven 
Americans to receive both his re-

cent award and the National Medal 
of Science. It was announced in ear-
ly January that Langer will also be 
awarded the Wolf Prize in Chemis-
try in Israel’s Knesset in May. Langer 
was pleased that “[His awards] may 
also contribute to making students 
or postdocs feel that biomedical en-
gineering in general is a good field 
in which to work.”

Maria T. Zuber, MIT’s new vice 
president for research and EAPS 
professor, was honored to be nomi-
nated by President Barack Obama 
to serve on the National Science 
Board. She is enthusiastic about 
incorporating her research experi-
ence into her two positions and be-
lieves it will help her fulfill her du-
ties. “What I was told by the White 
House was that the fact that I was 
an active researcher was some-
thing they viewed as very positive 
because people who are active 
researchers understand the chal-
lenges with the current research 
environment,” said Zuber.

The future of IAP
While IAP has been a long-

standing feature of MIT (it was 
introduced in 1971), the IAP Sub-
committee of the Faculty Policy 
Committee is in the process of re-
viewing the program. IAP has un-
dergone significant changes since 
it began, notably the increase in for-
credit subjects. Last August, MIT 
students received a survey about 
their IAP activities via email. The 
subcommittee, made up of faculty, 
Institute employees, and under-
graduate and graduate students, 
intends to analyze this data and 
release a report with their findings.

Whatever changes may come, 
this year’s IAP proved to be full of 
excitement for students and faculty 
alike.

January traditions continue, students get creative
Coding hackathons, brainstorming Bad Ideas, evaluating IAP keep students, faculty busy

MIT faced a 
potential scandal 
in the aftermath 
of Internet activist 
Aaron H. Swartz’ 
suicide.

This year’s Mystery Hunt earned the title of 
longest lasting hunt, with a record time of 73 
hours and 18 minutes. As tradition dictates, 
last year’s winning team, the Manic Sages, 
devised this year’s puzzle competition.

IAP, from Page 1

This space donated by The Tech
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By Super Smash Bros.
Staff Reporter

It’s a bird! It’s a plane! No, it’s 
the V133 managing board!

“Fellow heroes, our greatest 
fear has come to pass!” solemnly 
decreed Sarah “Who’s Sarah?” 
Ritter ’14. She’d been but a lowly 
production editor until a chance 
encounter with a radioactive gi-
raffe. Now, gifted with the ability 
to order dinner, play pokemon on 
issue night, and manage chairs, 
she had taken the super-alterego 
of Chairman.

“We’re out of Green Tea?!” 
squawked Anne “Overdose of hu-
man interaction” Cai ’14, better 
known as Editor in Chief, tempo-
rarily deafening the rest of the as-
sembled heroes. Her sonic squawk 
could stun even the most tight-
lipped of sources, and few could 
stand up to the pure destructive 
power of her flailing.

At this point, the great and pow-
erful hero, Executive Editor, tried 
to give a well-thought-out and ed-
ucated guess, but was horribly sur-
prised by Anne waving hello. The 
shock reverted her to her civilian 
form, Deborah “Reverse surprise 
trust fall!” Chen ’14.

“We tried to upload to Mass-
web at 8 a.m. and they said no?” 
By day, Ian “There will be poop” 
Gorodisher ’15 was just another 
college student, but by night, he 
was Managing Editor, grower of 
the not-actually-in-November 
Novembeard and baker of the 
brownies.

“We’re out of money?” asked 
Bizman. Joyce “Still in San Fran-
cisco” Zhang ’16 was one of the 
team’s newer heroes, with the the 
ability to summon poop sheets 
and collect money from advertis-
ers even when they said they’d 
totally sent that check like three 
months ago and it was somewhere 
in the mail, really.

Sarah slammed the prod toma-
hawk on the table. “None of those 
things! Our two greatest foes have 
combined forces!” She yelled, be-
cause yelling was super cool and 
she’d read in a handbook some-
where that lots of yelling meant 
that you were being a good leader.

“You don’t mean…” began Ian.
“DON’T SAY THEIR NAMES!” 

squawked Anne. “WE NEED TO 
BUILD DRAMATIC TENSION.”

“SO YEAH! SUMMON THE 
MINIONS! I mean editors. Sum-
mon the editors!” ordered Sarah 
in a leader-like fashion. There was 
silence for a moment as the as-
sembled Executive Board realized 

that they, in fact, were really the 
only ones in the Hall of Justice, aka 
The Tech’s office. Awkward. Every-
one started checking their phones 
to look like they were actually do-
ing something important.

“Where are the editors?” 
Deborah finally asked, somehow 
managing to refrain from scaring 
herself.

“Well, the Fantastic Four 
Nuzeds are off reporting about 
all the civilian casualties that this 
has caused. Deaths get the most 
pageviews,” Anne said without 
squawking, much to the relief of 
everyone else. Sarah frowned. The 
four News Editors were a valuable 
resource to be missing. When to-
gether, Stan “My filter is so much 
not” Gill ’14, Bruno B. F. “Brief 
boy” Faviero ’15, Austin “Where’s 
Papademos” Hess ’15, and Janelle 
“Only early riser” Mansfield ’15, 
could turn inshorts into briefs, and 
sometimes, into entire articles!

Curiously, Annia “The most 
stressed zygote ever” Pan ’15 and 
Anthony “Asian Dad” Yu ’16 were 
also nowhere to be found. Which 
was very weird, because produc-
tion was always in the office.

“I think the Production Editors 
are still recovering from the great 
battle of Year in Review, but at they 
managed to make two front pages, 
one for each possible outcome 
of this battle.” Ian said as he held 
up two front pages. The first had 
an adorable 1a of a waterskiing 
panda. The second? A four column 
photo of death and destruction ev-
erywhere; also, a vertical gutter.

“How terrible!” gasped Sarah.
“Right? I thought we taught 

them better. Vertical gutters are 
such a rookie mistake.” Bemoaned 
Ian.

“I just saw Jacob ‘Sugar addict’ 
London ’15 around, maybe we can 
find him?” Joyce interjected before 
the rest of exec started mocking up 
the entire front page.

“Well, he was going to use a 
smidge of time travel to defeat 
his arch-nemisis, The Keithinator, 
but unfortunately he got caught 
in a point-counterpoint-counter-
counterpoint-countercounter-
counterpoint-countercounter-
countercounterpoint … it goes on 
forever … loop. I don’t think we’ll 
ever get him back. The Opinion 
Editor is lost to us now.” Explained 
Deborah.

“Tragic,” Anne noted wryly.
“Where are Sarah ‘Double se-

cret prod spy’ Weir ’14 and Aus-
tin ‘NFL’ Osborne ’15? Where are 
our Sports Editors? Were they too 
greatly weakened by the Super-

Gaggle cops 133rd Managing Board elections
Eclectic group of Superheroes takes over the reins of The Tech with dazzling  superpowers

bowl Sunday wing shortage?”
“No, but close. The NFL predic-

tions grew so long and detailed 
that they developed sentience. 
They’re trying to hold them off, but 
at this rate … well, they might need 
her.”

“Not … the brawler? Not … 
Mindy Brauer?”

“Well, she is pretty much sports 
staff,” said Ian.

“What about that au courant 
superhero team, the Arts Editors? 
They’re far too high class and cul-
tured to be affected by either the 
NFL predictions or the wing short-
age, right? They should be here.” 
Sarah asked, only a little bit of des-
peration in her voice.

“It turns out that the Golden 
Globes were on recently. An-
gelique ‘Thing 1’ Nehmzow ’14 
and Grace ‘Thing 2’ Young ’14 
have to stay at home and bask in 
the blue glow of their television 
screen to restore their arts review-
ing powers after such a night of 
beautiful celebrities and super 
overpriced gowns.” Deborah sup-
plied, crushing Exec’s hopes of 
having a classy battle.

“Next you’re going to tell me 
that the Photography Editors 
were trampled by rabid fans at 
the Golden Globes or something 
aren’t you?” grumbled Sarah 
sarcastically.

“Close, but not quite.” Joyce 
added in, the sarcasm flying over 
her head with a “whoosh” kind of 
noise. “Jessica L. ‘Search for ‘firey 
auburn’’ Wass ’14, Tami ‘Photo 
essay editor’ Forrester ’15 and 
Christopher A. ‘I swear this is just 
coffee’ Maynor ’15 were going to 
go to the Golden Globes, but they 
got distracted and are currently 
doing a photoshoot with a much 
more deserving subject. A cow.”

“A cow?” questioned Ian.
“In EC Courtyard.” Joyce 

paused. “It is a very adorable cow.”
“If it’s in EC, then shouldn’t 

Campus Life Editor use her pow-
ers of event calendar schedul-
ing to make sure everyone knows 
about the cow? Is that where she 
is?” Anne eagerly asked, hoping 
for more content. Even though the 
world might end, it was still ads 
night, and they still really needed 
content.

“No, Kali ‘Smiley’ Xu ’15, fol-
lowed the Fresh Start workout plan 
to buff up her superhero muscles, 
and now she’s too sore to get out of 
bed.” Said Deborah.

“How about the Copy Chief? 
Her powers don’t actually produce 
original content, but she’d be great 
for support.” Sarah suggested.

“She’s caught up in the turf 
war between AP Style and Chi-
cago Manual Gang violence. I saw 
a news report on it by the Onion.” 
Ian reported. “Laura E. ‘Fearless 

leader’ Forte ’15 is doing her very 
best, but last I’d heard, the Gram-
mar Nazis had formed an indepen-
dent faction and now she has to 
hold off three armies.”

Sarah sighed and rubbed her 
temples. “Okay, keep the names 
coming. This rollcall is getting a 
little long.”

“I think Moya ‘Biz saver’ Chin 
’13, Nayeon ‘IAP saver’ Kim ’16 
and Ding ‘Call me Martin’ Ma ’16 
are at a bank robbery,” Joyce said. 
Moya and Nayeon were the Dy-
namic Advertising Manager Duo, 
but it wasn’t common for them to 
do a teamup with Ding the Opera-
tions Manager.

“That’s it? All of our other 
members have been dealing with 
crimes and crises strangely specif-
ic to their department. And they’re 
just stopping a bank robbery?” Ian 
questioned.

“No, they’re not stopping it, 
they’re the ones robbing it.” Joyce 
informed exec calmly. “How else 
will we afford banquet?”

“How are we going to explain 
this sudden income to SAO?” 
groaned Sarah, trying not to cry 
at the thought. SAO, aka the Su-
perhero Accounting Office, was 
very strict about properly itemized 
receipts for all financial transac-
tions, and robberies generally 
didn’t come with those.

“Our Technology Manager, 
Greg ‘Staying at MIT forever’ 
Steinbrecher ’12 is helping with 
that. Whenever they look into our 
finances, a giant kitten will just 
pop-up on screen instead! It’s 
perfect.”

“We’re even doing an online 
feature about bank security,” add-
ed in Anne happily. “Videos, info-
graphics about the safest banks in 
the world, all thanks to the Online 
Media Editor tag team! Lourdes 
D. ‘Opening the doors to video’ 
Bobbio ’15, Stephen ‘Literally 
the worst’ Suen ’15 aren’t exactly 
using their powers for the greater 
good, but it’s the good of The Tech, 
which kind of counts.”

“Fine, fine. That’s everybody. 
Let’s just go save the world. Quick-
ly. Dinner is at six,” Sarah noted. 
“Exec board, roll out!” And so 
Exec all hopped on their ripsticks, 
but most of them fell off and hurt 
themselves. For everyone’s safe-
ty they decided to take the Tech 
Shuttle instead.

The Tech Shuttle was pretty 
crowded for a Thursday night, and 
all of exec was pretty uncomfort-
able about it, which they tried to 
fix by all playing tetris on their 
phones. And so finally they got to 
their destination, which was some 
non-descript place where stuff 
was blowing up and people were 
running away in terror.

On the top of some building, 

ten figures stood ominously, fac-
ing the five exec members.

“I was hoping it wasn’t true, 
but it is! Our arch nemeses, the 
Contributing Editors, Joanna 
‘Another new successful depart-
ment’ Kao ’13, Connor ‘Comic-
Con’ Kirschbaum ’13, Jessica J. 
‘Comic-Con’ Pourian ’13, and Mi-
chelle E. ‘Always sick’ Szucs ’14, 
have joined forces with our other 
arch nemeses, the Senior Editors, 
Shelley ‘Spartz half Wednesday 
Adams’ Ackerman ’13, Kathryn 
‘Sparts half Generic Tim Burton 
character’ Dere ’13, Jessica ‘Jel-
lyfish’ Liu ’13, Elijah ‘Spiders’ 
Mena ’13, Aislyn ‘I left my skates 
here’ Schalck ’13, and Derek ‘Not 
a hipster’ Chang ’14,” squawked 
Anne in something resembling 
distress.

“RISE ADBOARD MINIONS, 
RISE!” said the senioreds and con-
tribeds in a very scary manner 
that almost made some of the exec 
members need a new pair of pants. 
And out of the ground came Paul 
E. “The oldest again” Schindler, 
Jr. ’74, V. Michael “Awesome web-
site” Bove ’83, Barry S. “Still in 
journalism” Surman ’84, Debo-
rah A. “Design expert” Levinson 
’91, Jonathan E. D. “I only review 
first-rate things” Richmond PhD 
’91, Karen “Not the test” Kaplan 
’93, Saul “Typography” Blumen-
thal ’98, Frank “Not interested in 
journalism” Dabek ’00, Satwiksai 
“Doesn’t actually appear” Sesha-
sai ’00, Daniel Ryan “Photojour-
nalism master” Bersak ’02, Eric 
J. “Businessman” Cholankeril 
’02, Nathan “Across the pond” 
Collins SM ’03, Tiffany “Actu-
ally showed up for her election 
a year ago” Dohzen ’06, Beckett 
W. “Diplomat” Sterner ’06, Ma-
rissa Vogt ’06, Andrew T. “Drinks 
Coke, works at Pepsi” Lukmann 
’07, Zachary “Lived adjacent 
to a bar” Ozer ’07, Austin ‘Eefi’ 
Chu ’08, Michael ‘Panda’ Mc-
Graw-Herdeg ’08, Omari “Vault 
his pole” Stephens ’08, Marie Y. 
Thibault ’08, Angeline Wang ’09, 
Ricardo ‘reddit’ Ramirez ’09, 
Nick “G&T” Semenkovich ’09, 
Quentin “Cameraman” Smith 
’10, Jeff “Hipster” Guo ’11, Ethan 
A. “Will never leave us” Solomon 
’12, and B. D. “Greybeard” Colen.

“Minions, attack!” proclaimed 
the contribeds and senioreds as 
one.

“Exec, don’t run away! Also, 
let’s save the world!” The five 
braced themselves for combat, 
and then rushed forward in one 
united slightly jaded mob.

And the battle raged. Much 
magenta ink was spilled, the coke 
machine ran out of Arnold Palmer, 
and many toes were stepped on, 
but in the end all of adboard was 
defeated. And the senioreds. And 
the contribeds. It was a very gorey 
battle. Too nasty to grace these.

“Nooooooooo!” cried the se-
nioreds and contribeds as they 
faded into crufty dust because 
their minions were gone.

“Smash?” All five exec members 
looked at each other, looked in the 
general direction of The Tech’s of-
fice, and then began a mad sprint 
that killed five bystanders, caused 
a minor flood and upended a hot 
dog stand. After all, there were 
only four controllers, and no one 
wanted to be the guy sitting out.

AND THAT’S HOW EXEC 
SAVED EVERYBODY THE END.

Solution to Sudoku
from page 7

Solution to Techdoku
from page 7

Solution to Tween Techdoku
from page 6

9 6 7 1 2 5 8 4 3
8 2 1 6 3 4 7 9 5
3 5 4 7 8 9 2 1 6
4 8 3 9 7 2 6 5 1
1 9 2 5 6 3 4 7 8
6 7 5 8 4 1 3 2 9
7 3 9 2 1 6 5 8 4
2 1 6 4 5 8 9 3 7
5 4 8 3 9 7 1 6 2

6 2 3 4 5 1
4 6 1 2 3 5
2 4 5 6 1 3
3 5 6 1 2 4
1 3 4 5 6 2
5 1 2 3 4 6

4 1 2 3
2 3 4 1
3 4 1 2
1 2 3 4

Solution to Tween Techdoku II
from page 6

2 3 1 4
1 2 4 3
4 1 3 2
3 4 2 1

Solution to Crossword
from page 7
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With summer fast approaching, 
I was happy to use Techfair as a 
launching pad for my internship 
search. However, I can imagine 
other students might appreciate a 
simple show of cool projects and 
technology. Several of my dorm-
mates expressed disinterest be-
cause they felt there was no niche 
for those outside of Courses 2 and 
6, a recurring complaint every 
year. 

Although the fair was not what 
I initially expected, it turned out to 
be the Techfair management put 
on an impressive show with over 
90 exhibitors, the largest num-
ber yet, and Rockwell Cage was 
packed throughout the day. 

Even if you weren’t looking for 
a job, you could appreciate dis-
plays like a self-taught student’s 
handmade electric/acoustic vio-
lin, of which one piece took over 
100 hours to carve. 

Another of my favorite exhibits 
was student project BarBot, an au-
tonomous bartender that will mix 
your favorite drink on the spot, in 
a nice red Solo cup.

Techfair, now in its ninth year, 
has grown to beyond its epony-
mous event to include, among 

other events, a post-fair formal 
banquet and afterparty. 

It officially kicked off last Sat-
urday with HackMIT, the largest 
campus hackathon of the year. 
HackMIT grew from just three 
schools last year to include 200 
hackers from as far as Princeton 
and Columbia this past weekend. 

The hackathon is arguably the 
best embodiment of MIT culture: 
innovation, enthused students, 
fearless coding, complemented by 
copious amounts of RedBull and 
bouts of powernaps in the wee 
hours of the morning. Jack Zhou, 
a kickoff speaker from Palantir, 
HackMIT’s sponsor, likened the 
hackathon experience to running 
a full marathon: unimaginably 
painful at times, but extremely 
gratifying at the finish line. By 
hack’s end, the twenty teams still 
remaining — stuffed with free Mo-
mogoose and sandwiches, I fell 
asleep long before the hackathon’s 
end — powered through their 
demos. The winning idea was a 
webcam that allows paralyzed us-
ers to dial phone numbers by tilts 
of their head. 

TechTalks, the week’s final 
event, will be held this Friday from 
4 to 8 p.m. They will feature speak-
ers whose impressive achieve-
ments include making Popular 
Science Magazine’s list of “The 
Brilliant Ten” and New England’s 
Entrepreneur of the Year.

I plan on checking out the 
TechTalks. And next year, I will to 
Techfair (definitely with my re-
sume), grab a few free t-shirts, and 
enter the raffles (I’m still eagerly 
waiting to see if I won the inflat-
able living room this year).

Techfair, from Page 1

Techfair expands
New events, more exhibits, after 
the HackMIT hackathon kickoff

This space donated by The Tech

This space donated by The Tech

Several of my dorm-
mates felt there was 
no niche for those 
outside of Courses 2 
and 6 — a recurring 
complaint.
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Oliver Laric: 
Versions

Opening Reception: February 7, 2013 5:30–8pm

On View: February 8 – April 7, 2013

5:30pm, Bartos Theatre:  Conversation with Amalia Pica, List Center Curator João Ribas and 
Julie Rodriguez Widholm, Pamela Alper Associate Curator at MCA Chicago

listart.mit.edu    Building E-15, 20 Ames St. Cambridge, MA  

Events are free, all are welcome. 

Amalia Pica 

M I T  L I S T  V I S U A L  A R T S  C E N T E R

Want to gain 
marketable 
job skills?

E-mail 
join@tech.mit.edu

Join 
The Tech’s 
Technology 
department 
and learn 
how to use 
• Linux
• Apache
• PHP
• Python
• Perl
• OSX
• MySQL
• and more!

US accuses S&P of fraud in suit on loan bundles
US Department of Justice accuses S&P of inflating  the mortgage investment ratings

By Mary Williams Walsh  
and Andrew Ross Sorkin

The New York Times 

The Justice Department late 
Monday filed civil fraud charges 
against the nation’s largest credit-
ratings agency, Standard & Poor’s, 
accusing the firm of inflating the 
ratings of mortgage investments 
and setting them up for a crash 
when the financial crisis struck.

The suit, filed in federal court in 
Los Angeles, is the first significant 
federal action against the ratings 
industry, which during the boom 
years reaped record profits as it 
bestowed gilt-edged ratings on 
complex bundles of home loans 
that quickly went sour. The high 
ratings made many investments 
appear safer than they actually 
were, and are now seen as hav-
ing contributed to a crisis that 
brought the financial system and 
the broader economy to its knees.

More than a dozen state pros-
ecutors are expected to join the 
federal suit, and the New York at-
torney general is preparing a sepa-
rate action. The Securities and Ex-
change Commission has also been 
investigating possible wrongdoing 
at S&P.

From September 2004 through 
October 2007, S&P “knowingly and 
with the intent to defraud, devised, 
participated in, and executed a 
scheme to defraud investors” in 
certain mortgage-related securities, 
according to the suit filed against 
the agency and its parent company, 
McGraw-Hill Cos. S&P also falsely 
represented that its ratings “were 
objective, independent, uninflu-
enced by any conflicts of interest,” 
the suit said.

S&P, which was first contacted 

by federal enforcement officials 
three years ago, said in a statement 
earlier Monday in anticipation of 
the suit that it had acted in good 
faith when it issued the ratings.

“A DOJ lawsuit would be entirely 
without factual or legal merit,” it 
said, adding that its competitors 
had given exactly the same ratings 
to all the securities it believed to be 
in question.

Settlement talks between S&P 
and the Justice Department broke 
down in the last two weeks after 
prosecutors sought a penalty in ex-
cess of $1 billion and insisted that 
the company admit wrongdoing, 
several people with knowledge of 
the talks said. That amount would 
wipe out the profits of McGraw-Hill 
for an entire year. S&P had pro-
posed a settlement of around $100 
million, the people said.

S&P also sought a deal that 
would allow it to neither admit 
nor deny guilt; the government 

pressed for an admission of guilt 
to at least one count of fraud, said 
the people. S&P told prosecutors it 
could not admit guilt without ex-
posing itself to liability in a multi-
tude of civil cases.

It was unclear whether state 
and federal authorities were look-
ing at the other two major ratings 
agencies, Moody’s Investors Ser-
vice and Fitch.

A spokesman for Moody’s de-
clined to comment. A spokesman 
for Fitch, Daniel J. Noonan, said 
the agency could not comment on 
an action that appeared to focus on 
Standard & Poor’s, but added, “we 
have no reason to believe Fitch is a 
target of any such action.”

The case against S&P is said to 
focus on about 40 collateralized 
debt obligations, or CDOs, an exotic 

type of security made up of bundles 
of mortgage bonds, which in turn 
were composed of individual home 
loans. The securities were created 
at the height of the housing boom. 
S&P was paid fees of about $13 mil-
lion for rating them.

Prosecutors, according to the 
people briefed on the discussions, 
have uncovered troves of emails 
written by S&P employees, which 
the government considers damag-
ing. The firm gave the government 
more than 20 million pages of 
emails as part of its investigation, 
the people with knowledge of the 
process said.

Since the financial crisis in 2008, 
the ratings agencies’ business prac-
tices have been widely criticized 
and questions have been raised as 
to whether independent analysis 
was corrupted by Wall Street’s push 
for profits.

A Senate investigation made 
public in 2010 found that S&P 
and Moody’s used inaccurate rat-
ing models from 2004 to 2007 that 
failed to predict how high-risk resi-
dential mortgages would perform; 
allowed competitive pressures to 
affect their ratings; and failed to re-
assess past ratings after improving 
their models in 2006.

The companies failed to assign 
adequate staff to examine exotic in-
vestments, and failed to take mort-
gage fraud, lax underwriting and 
“unsustainable home price appre-
ciation” into account in their mod-
els, the inquiry found.

“Rating agencies continue to 
create an even bigger monster — 
the CDO market,” one S&P em-
ployee wrote in an internal email in 
December 2006. “Let’s hope we are 
all wealthy and retired by the time 
this house of card falters.”

Another S&P employee wrote in 
an instant message the next April, 
according to the Senate report: “We 
rate every deal. It could be struc-
tured by cows and we would rate it.”

The three major ratings agen-
cies are typically paid by the is-
suers of the securities they rate 
— in this case, the banks that had 

packaged the mortgage-backed 
securities and wanted to market 
them. The investors who were not 
involved in the process but de-
pended on the rating agencies’ 
assessments.

Although the three agencies 
tend to track one another, each 
has its own statistical methods for 
assessing the likelihood that CDOs 
and residential mortgage-backed 
securities, or RMBS, will default. 
That has led to speculation that 
S&P analysts knew their method 
yielded unrealistic ratings, but is-
sued the ratings anyway.

“As S&P knew, contrary to its 
representations to the public, 
S&P’s desire for increased revenue 
and market share in the RMBS 
and CDO ratings markets, and its 
resulting desire to maintain and 
enhance its relationships with is-
suers that drove its ratings busi-
ness, improperly influenced S&P 
to downplay and disregard the 
true extent of the credit risks,” the 
suit says.

In its statement Monday, S&P said 
it had begun stress-testing the mort-
gage-backed securities it rated as 
early as 2005, trying to see how they 
would perform in a severe market 
downturn. S&P said it had also sent 
out early warning signals, downgrad-
ing hundreds of mortgage-backed 
securities, starting in 2006. Nor was it 
the only one to have underestimated 
the coming crisis, it said — even the 
Federal Reserve’s open market com-
mittee had believed at the time that 
any problems within the housing 
sector could be contained.

The Justice Department, the com-
pany said, “would be wrong in con-
tending that S&P ratings were moti-
vated by commercial considerations 
and not issued in good faith.”

For many years, the ratings 

agencies have defended them-
selves successfully in civil litiga-
tion by saying their ratings were 
independent opinions, protected 
by the First Amendment, which 
guarantees the right to free speech. 
Developments in the wake of the 
financial crisis have raised ques-
tions about the agencies’ indepen-
dence, however. For example, one 
federal judge, Shira A. Scheindlin, 
ruled in 2009 that the First Amend-
ment did not apply in a lawsuit 
over ratings issued by S&P and 
Moody’s, because the mortgage-
backed securities at issue had not 

been offered to the public at large. 
Scheindlin also agreed with the 
plaintiffs, who argued the ratings 
were not opinions, but misrepre-
sentations, possibly the result of 
fraud or negligence.

The federal action will be the 
first time a credit-rating agency 
has been charged under a 1989 
law, intended to protect taxpay-
ers from frauds involving feder-
ally insured financial institutions, 
which since the financial crisis has 
been used against a number of 
federally insured banks, including 
Wells Fargo, Bank of America and 
Citigroup.

The government is taking a 
novel approach in this instance 
by accusing S&P of defrauding a 
federally insured institution and 
therefore injuring the taxpayer.

The government includes the 
demise of Wescorp, a federally in-
sured credit union in Los Angeles 
that went bankrupt after invest-
ing in mortgage securities rated 
by S&P. Wescorp is one example 
of the contended fraud, and as a 
way to bring the case in California. 
The suit was filed in U.S. District 
Court for the Central District of 
California.

The high ratings made many investments 
appear safer than they actually were, and 
are now seen as having contributed to a 
crisis that brought the financial system 
and the broader economy to its knees.

S&P said it had begun stress-testing the 
mortgage-backed securities it rated as 
early as 2005, trying to see how they would 
perform in a severe market downturn.

from new_skills import *

def learnMarketableJobSkills():
    return linux, OSX, javascript, applescript, perl, python, PHP

if self.interest == True: 
    print "E-mail join@tech.mit.edu"

----:----F1 joinTechno.py       (Python)--L1--Top-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------

File   Edit   Options   Buffers    Tools   Im-Python   Python   Help
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Philosophy
Political Science
Psychology
Public Policy
Regional Studies
   African & African Diaspora
   Asian & Asian Diaspora
   Latin American & Latino
   Middle Eastern
   Russian & Eurasian
Science, Technology, and Society
Theater Arts
Urban Studies & Planning
Women’s & Gender Studies
Writing

Art, Culture, & Technology
Ancient & Medieval Studies
Anthropology
Applied International Studies
Comparative Media Studies
Economics
Foreign Languages
  Chinese, French, German,
  Japanese, Spanish
History
History of Architecture & Art
International Development 
Linguistics
Literature
Music

Minor in one of 30+ HASS fields.

By adding 2 or 3 subjects to your required HASS Concentration,  
you can build a 6-subject minor that allows you to explore your 
field of choice in greater depth.  Each year hundreds of MIT students 
decide to minor in the Humanities, Arts, and Social Sciences.

STILL THIRSTY?

shass.mit.edu/undergraduate/minorsgreat ideas change the world
SCHOOL OF HUMANITIES, ARTS, & SOCIAL SCIENCES

Photo: Terry Shuck

The Grand Unified Theory of Physics,
ISBN 9780971294462, 2004, $29.95
The comprehensive unified theory showing what the 
neutrino structure must be
The Chemistry and Mechanics of Human Aging,
ISBN 9780971294486, 2008, $19.95

An increment of torsional strain is induced in DNA at each 
division – probably the cause of aging.
Photons and the Elementary Particles,
ISBN 9780971294455, 2011, $29.95
The detailed structure of the photon is derived.

• Starts with basic Newtonian particles
• Derives conservation of mass, momentum, and energy
• Derives Newton’s equations of motion
• Shows why Maxwell-Boltzmann gas parameters vr and vm 

arranged as [(vr - vm ) / vm ] 
2 

=(   3π/8 –1)
2
= 1 /137.1

   
is 

fundamental to quantum mechanics
• Shows how neutrinos develop 106 newton thrust
• Proves that Newtonian particles can form stable 

inhomogeneous states – the neutrinos
• Shows why fundamental angular momentum has one value 

– ½ Planck’s constant
• Shows what produces the magnitude of the proton mass

Foundations of Physics

Basic Research Press
120 East Main Street
Starkville, MS 39759

662-323-2844
www.basicresearchpress.com

Hard Back: $29.95
ISBN-978-0-9883180-0-7

All Serious Physical Science Students 

By
Joseph M. Brown
Ph.D.,  Purdue University, 1952

• Shows how hydrogen is formed
• Shows what causes electric charge
• Derives the strong nuclear force
• Shows how matter motion is accomplished
• Shows what causes matter waves and magnetism
• Derives superconductivity
• Derives the neutron and what causes nuclear decay
• Shows exactly what a photon is
• Shows what causes gravitation
• Shows how atoms are formed
• Shows how stars are formed
• Shows why photons decay with travel
• Shows why matter we see was formed 1010 years ago

A must read

The Neutrino,
ISBN 9780971294479, 2012, $29.95

Finally a rigorous proof is obtained of the neutrino 
structure which is a counter example to the second law 
of thermodynamics.  The neutrino is a translating 
tornado-like stable flow pattern.

Principles of Science, 
ISBN 0-9626768-0-2, 1991, $39.95

Language and mathematics foundations are derived.  
Also an outline of a unified science theory is presented.

Other books by Dr. Brown

See the destruction of age-old misconceptions of the Universe
• Counter example to the Second Law of Thermodynamics
• Einstein’s theory of relativity is erroneous – see how to find the absolute speed of the earth
• See the fallacy of the expanding Universe

10% Discount on $15
(or more) order with MIT ID.

Royal Bengal
Boston’s only authentic Bengali Cuisine restaurant

Open Daily Except Monday 
11:30 am – 11:30 pm
Lunch Buffet $7.95
Reasonably Priced Dinners

313 Mass. Ave., Cambridge
(617) 491-1988

T: Red Line, Bus #1 – Central Square

Free delivery for orders over $10.
Take-out, platters, and catering available.
http://www.royalbengalrestaurant.com/

Annual MLK exhibits opens
Tonight marks the open-

ing of the Lobby 10 installation 
from the Martin Luther King Jr. 
Design Seminar (17.920), an IAP 
course where students learned 
about the Civil Rights Move-
ment and discussed topics like 
race and identity. The installa-
tion will be up until the night of 
Jan. 14.

The course culminates with 
display installations made by 
the students, which this year 
will tentatively include a map 
of global issues, a tribute to the 
black panther party, and a large 
collage of people from civil 
rights leaders to MIT students. 
Many of the installations are in-
teractive in some way, including 
a jukebox with freedom songs 
from the 1950s.

Megan E. Bumgarner ’14 
worked on a group installation, 
which consists of two chairs: 
a “weaker,” divided black and 
white chair, and a sturdier, 
checkered chair, which shows 

“integration as being more 
stable.”

The class’s instructor, Under-
graduate Administrator Tobie 
Weiner, said that the number 
of students enrolled in the class 
has increased every year, and 
even includes 10 Wellesley stu-
dents, who made an installation 
for their campus.

Weiner worries the exhibit 
might be vandalized as in the 
past. “I used to think about 
[vandalism] when we had re-
ally controversial things,” said 
Weiner, “but oddly it seems like 
the stupidest things are vandal-
ized.” In past years, vandals have 
switched an Abraham Lincoln 
cutout with one of Steve Irwin 
and removed an entire display 
about the Israeli/Palestinian 
conflict. Weiner said she doesn’t 
know if there will be cameras 
again this year to guard the ex-
hibit as there have been in some 
years.

� —Bruno B. F. Faviero

The Tech is looking for bloggers.

Be a part of The Tech’s 
newest department.

E-mail join@tech.mit.edu
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Receive savings on most Bose® products, 

including the acclaimed Wave® music 

system III, home entertainment systems, 

headphones and solutions for today’s 

most popular portable music devices.

Bose Wave® music system III

Enjoy lifelike CD and radio music in 
           your home, offi ce or dorm room. 
       Awake to award-winning sound.

  Bose IE2 
audio headphones

Enjoy music and calls 
with high-quality 

audio. StayHear® tips 
for greater stability 

during exercise and 
other activities.

Bose SoundLink®

               Wireless Mobile speaker

         Music. Whenever. Wherever.
       From your mobile phone or any 
                Bluetooth® device.

       Bose is pleased 
                          to offer special savings 
 for all students, employees 
                           and retirees of M.I.T.

1 - 8 0 0 - 2 9 8 - B O S E

©2012 Bose Corporation. Delivery is subject to product availability. � e Bluetooth® word mark and logos are 
registered trademarks owned by Bluetooth SIG, Inc., and any such use by Bose Corporation is under license.

(2673)

Please direct all inquiries to the “M.I.T. Purchase Program.”

6.x70 — Pick your poison
Have you ever wanted to design 

a website, battle robots, or see who 
can write the smartest code? MIT 
students engaged in these activities 
through several competitions dur-
ing IAP, most notably 6.270, 6.370, 
and 6.470. Last week, the winners 
to these student-run competitions 
were announced.

For over a decade, 6.270, the Au-
tonomous Robot Design Competi-
tion, has given students the oppor-
tunity to design and build a robot 
using Legos by the end of IAP. Ac-
cording to the course description, 
the class aims to teach topics on ro-
botic design including software and 
hardware. John F. William ’16, Laura 
Jarin-Lipschitz ’16, and Jacob F. Tims 
’16 of Team 10, Legolas, placed first.

“I’m so full of adrenaline I can’t 
think straight, but again, I just want-
ed to thank everybody, the organiz-
ers, and the sponsors,” Tims said at 
the end of the competition. Com-
ing in second was Team 24, Yo Yak. 
Team 22, No Prescription, of Theta 
Xi, came in third place and Team 13 
placed fourth.

While 6.270 requires software and 
hardware skills, 6.370, the Battlecode 
competition, focuses more on the 
coding aspect. In the competition, 
two teams of autonomous robots at-
tack each other. Each robot is loaded 
with a player’s program and must 
autonomously work with other ro-
bots on its team to accomplish its 
goals. Students need to implement 
artificial intelligence, pathfinding, 
and distributed algorithms. Battle-
code held four tournaments during 
IAP. The top eight teams advanced 
to the finals, which were streamed 
live on Feb. 2. According to the Bat-
tlecode website, Teh Nubs took first 
place, followed by Not Very Good At 

Battlecode, and GrumpyCat.
Rounding out the 6.x70 class se-

ries, the Web Programming Com-
petition, 6.470, teaches students 
how to build database-backed web-
sites from scratch. The competition 
draws on more than just program-
ming intellect, requiring students to 
think also about user interface and 
design. This year, there were two 
divisions to the competition, the 
“Main” Division and the “Rookie” 
Division. Team Members Alexan-
der J. Lin ’15, Felix Sung ’14, and 
Kimberly L. Toy ’15 took home first 
place in the Main Division with their 
website Jellify. Jellify allows users to 
associate certain photos with events 
marked on a map and to share and 
collaborate on those maps through 
social networking. Taking second 
place were team members Sean P. 
Karson ’14 and Cosmos Darwin ’15. 
They created Set-up, which match-
es students with people who they 
would work well with on p-sets and 
studying. Connor R. Kirschbaum ’13, 
who built Happenline, which allows 
users to annotate maps with photos, 
came in third. Atlas, developed by 
Jorge Jay-Jay Amaya G and Alexan-
der M. Dixon G, took fourth. Atlas 
allows users to save pages about 
cities around the world; each page 
aggregates tweets and helpful infor-
mation like weather. In the Rookie 
Division, team members Shantanu 
Jain ’16, Andrei Ivanov ’16, and Du-
mitru Savva won with Test#Code, 
a website geared towards teachers 
who want programming problems 
for students to do online.

The IAP coding competitions 
challenged students in all aspects 
of hardware, software, and website 
design.

	 —Anthony Yu
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Power failure delivers surge to Super Bowl ratings
‘The Blackout Bowl:’ CBS benefited from power failure occurring 90 seconds into second half

By Bill Carter
The New York Times 

CBS came close to match-
ing the audience levels of the two 
most-watched television events of 
all time Sunday night, turning an 
electrical failure in the New Orleans 
Superdome into a likely ratings ad-
vantage for its coverage of Super 
Bowl XLVII.

The power failure also provided 
a subtitle for what will surely be 
among the most memorable games 
in National Football League history: 
“The Blackout Bowl.”

The game between the Balti-
more Ravens and the San Francisco 
49ers attracted an average audience 
of 108.4 million viewers, down from 
the 111.3 million who watched the 
game last February, and the 111 mil-
lion the previous year.

By most analyses, CBS’ telecast 
benefited from the blackout, which 
occurred 90 seconds into the sec-
ond half. With the game looking like 
a rout _Baltimore had just scored to 
widen its lead to 28-6 — the pos-
sibility loomed that a significant 
number of viewers would tune out.

But the blackout stirred a tor-

rent of comment on social media, 
reviving interest, and the break in 
the action may have led to a change 
in momentum as the 49ers staged a 
furious rally that produced a close 
and thrilling finish. The last 17 min-
utes of the game were the most 
watched, with a total of 113.9 mil-
lion viewers.

“We went from the depths of 
having a possible blowout, to the bi-
zarre scene of half the stadium go-
ing dark, to a game that went right 
down to the wire,” Sean McManus, 
the president of CBS Sports, said 
Monday.

Even though it rekindled view-
ers’ interest, the blackout presented 
a logistical and reporting challenge 
for CBS. Up in a sky box inside 
the stadium, Leslie Moonves, the 
president of CBS, said he too was 
worried about the impact of a one-
sided game, “and then the lights 
suddenly went out and everything 
became sort of surreal.”

CBS did not know at that mo-
ment what had happened or how 
it might change the game — or the 
ratings. The network was faced with 
trying to maintain its live coverage, 
with all but three or four cameras 

no longer functioning, and report 
on the cause of the blackout.

McManus said the CBS pro-
duction team learned that some 
hand-held cameras on the side-
lines had power, so Steve Tasker, a 
sideline reporter, was charged with 
presenting the first report on what 
was transpiring. Then the network 
started setting up its team of studio 
hosts in a position on the floor of 
the Superdome.

The network was never in dan-
ger of having to go dark, Moonves 
said, noting that the CBS News 
studio in New York could gear up 
at a moment’s notice. The network 
could have transferred the news 
coverage to that studio if it had to, 
he said. In this case, CBS also had 
a production studio available in 
New Orleans to service the compa-
ny’s cable channel, the CBS Sports 
Network.

Additionally, a CBS News unit 
was also in the NFL control box, 
monitoring the game for a report 
scheduled to run Wednesday on the 
new program on Showtime called 
“60 Minutes Sports.” Its reporter, 
Armen Keteyian, was able to docu-
ment the reactions of NFL officials 

but was not able to question them 
as they pursued both the reason for 
the power problem and an estimat-
ed time for its return.

Moonves said he was told quick-
ly that the blackout had something 
to do with a power source being 
overtaxed and “needing to cool 
down” before play could resume.

“We were told it would be 20 
minutes,” he said. “We knew we 
wouldn’t be down for hours.”

He said the initial explanations 
for the blackout were dominated by 
rumors and jokes.

“We heard everything from 
hackers to people who had bet on 
San Francisco to Beyonce draining 
all the energy out of the place at 
halftime,” Moonves said.

The NFL made a statement 
about how soon the game would be 
back and CBS reported that on the 
air.

McManus, asked whether CBS 
had been aggressive enough in 
seeking information about the 
blackout itself, said the network was 
aware that “people would be saying 
CBS should be giving us some infor-
mation. We were asking everybody 
we knew. But we just had no infor-

mation at that point.”
When the game resumed, the 

49ers mounted a comeback that got 
them to the 5-yard line with time 
running out and four chances to go 
ahead.

“It doesn’t get much more thrill-
ing than that,” Moonves said, “so it 
worked out OK for us.”

The not-so-good news was that 
CBS planned to deliver a large audi-
ence to its series “Elementary” after 
the game. But “Elementary” did not 
get on the air until 11:11 p.m. in the 
East, the latest hour on record for a 
show after the Super Bowl.

So the ratings for the show will 
not even count on CBS’ prime-time 
record. “Elementary” managed 
to attract 20.8 million viewers, the 
second-smallest audience since 
1992 for a post-Super Bowl game. 
It topped only an episode of “Alias” 
on ABC in 2003, which was also de-
layed past 11 p.m. in the East and 
drew only 17.3 million viewers.

But CBS got more Super Bowl 
minutes in prime time — as well as 
a game to remember.

“It was like there was another 
event inside an event,” Moonves 
said.
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By Mindy Brauer
daper staff

The MIT women’s basketball team saw 
four players reach double-digits in scor-

ing as it defeated Mount 
Holyoke College, 57-44, in 
a NEWMAC contest on Sat-
urday. Sabrina M. Dram-
mis ’16 led all scorers with 
15 points and grabbed nine 
rebounds in leading the 

Engineers (9-11, 5-9 NEWMAC) to their 
first series sweep of the Lyons. Sophomore 
Amber Legare paced Mount Holyoke (5-
14, 3-11 NEWMAC) with 12 points, nine 
rebounds, and two blocks.

After trading baskets to start the game, 
MIT eventually established a 21-7 advan-

tage with 5:37 left in the half. A layup by Le-
gare ended a six-minute scoring drought 
for the Lyons but baskets by Drammis and 
two free throws from Durva N. Bhandare 
’16 extended the margin to 18 (27-9) with 
2:26 remaining. Mount Holyoke respond-
ed with an 8-2 spurt to close the half trail-
ing, 29-17. Junior Jennine Vizcaino pro-
vided the first six points of the rally while 
senior Angelica Pascual drained a layup 
right before the buzzer sounded.

The Engineers maintained their dou-
ble-digit lead early in the second stanza 
until sophomore Kate Karraker drained 
back-to-back three-pointers and Legare 
registered a layup and two free throws to 
bring the Lyons within six (36-30) at the 
14:05 mark. MIT replied with a 16-2 run 
that spanned six minutes and resulted in 

its largest lead of the day at 52-32. Dram-
mis racked up six points during the rally 
while Mari R. Kordell ’15 and Michelle 
Battipaglia ’15 both had five.

Mount Holyoke slowly chipped away at 
the deficit as a pair of Pascual three point-
ers fueled a 12-1 run which narrowed the 
gap to nine (53-44) with 2:17 on the clock. 
This was as close as it would get as Maya 
K. Ramachandran ’16 drained a driving 
layup with just over a minute to go while 
Kordell capped the scoring courtesy of 
two free throws with 21 seconds left.

Kordell tallied 12 points, five assists, 
and three steals while Ramachandran 
posted 11 points, seven rebounds, and 
two steals. Bhandare registered 11 points, 
three steals, and three assists as Battipa-
glia contributed seven points and six re-

bounds. Lauren S. Burton ’13 rounded out 
the squad with six rebounds and three 
steals. As a team, the Engineers led the 
way in points in the paint (20-10), points 
off turnovers (20-9), and bench scoring 
(17-2).

Pascual finished with 11 points and 
three assists as Karraker totaled nine 
points and four rebounds. Vizcaino tacked 
on eight rebounds and six points while 
senior Jasmine Brown chipped in four 
rebounds and three assists. Freshman 
Genelle Green grabbed a team-high two 
steals and added four rebounds to Lyons’ 
cause.

Both squads continue NEWMAC ac-
tion on Wednesday, February 6. MIT will 
visit nationally-ranked No. 18 Babson Col-
lege while Mount Holyoke will host WPI.

By Austin Osborne
SPORTS editor

In one of the most memorable Super 
Bowls in recent history, the “Outage Bowl” 
wasn’t short on excitement. Although they 
had a lackluster start, the 49ers picked up 
intensity in the third quarter after a power 
outage threw half of the Mercedes-Benz 
Superdome into darkness. The delay lasted 
34 minutes, and it was obvious that the Ra-
vens lost a lot of their momentum during 

the break. With so many storylines to fol-
low throughout the game (the Harbaugh 
brothers coaching against each other, 
Ravens’ linebacker and leader Ray Lewis 
playing the last game of his Hall of Fame 
career, San Francisco QB Colin Kaepernick 
leading the 49ers to the Super Bowl in his 
first season as a starter), this game will go 
down as one of the best Super Bowls in the 
modern era.

From the outset, the Ravens controlled 
the game completely. After forcing the 
49ers to punt, the Ravens quickly drove 
down the field and quarterback Joe Flac-
co connected with wide receiver Anquan 
Boldin for a touchdown. San Francisco re-

sponded with a field goal after their drive 
stalled in the red zone. After stopping the 
Ravens on the next possession, San Fran-
cisco was driving down the field again 
when former Oregon running back (RB) 
LaMichael James fumbled the ball away. 
Baltimore quickly capitalized on the turn-
over with another touchdown pass from 
Flacco.

The 49ers avoided a potentially back-
breaking touchdown by holding the Ra-
vens after Kaepernick threw an ugly inter-
ception. Baltimore attempted a fake field 
goal on fourth down, with rookie kicker 
Justin Tucker falling short of the first down 
by two yards. Unable to capitalize on the 
Ravens’ mistake, the 49ers struggled to 
create anything on offense while Baltimore 
continued to roll. Flacco found speedster 
Jacoby Jones deep after beating San Fran-
cisco’s Chris Culliver for a touchdown. The 
teams went into halftime with a score of 
21-6 Ravens. Joe Flacco looked incredible 
for the entire half while Kaepernick was jit-
tery and inconsistent. The 49er secondary 
also looked completely out of whack for 
the entire first half, while the Ravens de-
fense was stout, only allowing six points to 
the explosive San Francisco offense.

After Beyoncé’s halftime performance, 
the two teams retook the field and before 
many fans could take their seats, Jacoby 
Jones extended Baltimore’s lead even 
more by returning the opening kickoff 
of the half for a touchdown. Jones tied a 
record for longest kick return in a Super 
Bowl (108 yards), and the Ravens had 
completely taken control of the game. On 
San Francisco’s next drive, while the 49ers 
were getting ready to run a third and 13 
play, half of the stadium’s lights suddenly 
shut off. The resulting 34-minute delay 
sparked San Francisco and caused Bal-
timore to come out flat. In the following 
minutes, the 49ers roared back as Colin 
Kaepernick found receiver Michael Crab-
tree for a touchdown to cut the lead to 
28-13. Baltimore was stopped cold again 
on their next series, and San Francisco re-

ceiver Ted Ginn Jr. returned a punt to the 
Ravens’ 20-yard line. Frank Gore finished 
the drive with a five-yard touchdown run, 
making the score 28-20. Ravens RB Ray 
Rice fumbled on the next drive, giving the 
ball to the Niners in great field position. 
Another field goal brought the 49ers with-
in five points, and the game started quick-
ly slipping away from Baltimore. However, 
on the next drive, Joe Flacco connected 
with Anquan Boldin, and the Ravens got a 
field goal of their own.

As the game began to wind down, San 
Fran went on the move again and capped 
off a drive with a 15-yard TD run from Kae-
pernick. It was the longest touchdown run 
from a quarterback in Super Bowl history. 
After the 49ers failed the two-point con-
version (which would have tied the game), 
the Ravens responded with a field goal, 
making the score 34-29. With five minutes 
remaining, Kaepernick led the 49ers on a 
spectacular drive to the Baltimore five-yard 
line, thanks to a huge run by Frank Gore. 
After being unsuccessful on the first three 
downs, the Niners were faced with a fourth 

and goal from the five with only one time-
out remaining. The Ravens blitzed almost 
everyone, and Kaepernick was forced to 
lob the ball to Michael Crabtree. The Ra-
vens’ defense caused a turnover on downs, 
and Baltimore took the ball back with just 
under two minutes remaining. After wast-
ing some time, Baltimore elected to take a 
safety and sacrifice the two points to San 
Francisco rather than punt and allow the 
chance for them to throw a Hail Mary. The 
49ers were unable to run back the safety 
punt, and the Baltimore sideline stormed 
the field, having just won their first Super 
Bowl since 2001. Joe Flacco was chosen as 
the Super Bowl’s Most Valuable Player, and 
he deserved it. He had a great game and 
looked sharp all day, completing 66 per-
cent of his passes, throwing for 287 yards, 
and adding three touchdowns.

Women’s basketball overtakes Mount Holyoke
MIT’s scoring effort is too much for Lyons’ late second half run, Engineers win, 57-44

Baltimore wins first Super Bowl game since 2001
San Francisco’s surge after stadium power outage was not enough to defeat Ravens

Wikimedia Commons

Joe Flacco, the MVP, as pictured in the 
2008 training camp.
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MIT�s Tau Beta Pi

Career Fair

DATE

Feb. 5th
TIME

10AM�3PM
LOCATION

Rockwell Cage

Drop your r�sum� now at
tbpfair.mit.edu/drop
and join us on February 5th

and you�ll be  entered to 
win a free iPad!

Secure your position 
at a company you�ll love.

tbpfair.mit.edu


