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Sloan grad student found dead
Heng ‘Nikita’ Guo passed away Friday, death a suicide
By Jessica J. Pourian
and Bruno B. F. Faviero
editors

Heng “Nikita” Guo, an MBA student
in MIT’s Sloan School, passed away last
Friday in her apartment in Cambridge.
Her death has been ruled a suicide by
the Medical Examiner’s office. She was
28.
Her death certificate, filed Oct. 30,
states that she hanged herself. She was
discovered by her husband, Bochao
Zhang, on Friday evening.
Guo was born in Lanzhou, China
on June 5, 1984. She lived in Shenzhen,
China before moving to the U.S. in 2001
to pursue a BS in electrical engineering

at Texas A&M University. According to
her LinkedIn profile, while in college,
she was involved with The Academy of
Future International Leaders, the Asian
Presidents Council, and the Aggie Band.
Upon graduating in 2006, Guo
moved to New York City and worked on
Wall Street in investment banking, private equity, and hedge fund roles before enrolling in Sloan’s MBA program
in 2011.
Nikita was also the Founder and
CEO of Natural Loong Group, a startup
tackling preventive healthcare by combining technology and traditional Indian and Asian healthcare knowledge,
according to Guo’s blog.
She was expected to graduate from
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Sloan in 2013.
The news was announced to the
MIT community on Tuesday, through
a campuswide email from President L.
Rafael Reif. “Such a loss of a promising young person is intensely painful,”
wrote Reif in his email. “Our hearts
go out to Ms. Guo’s husband and her
family.”
He encouraged students to reach
out to those around them, with a reminder that students should contact
Mental Health Services at 617-253-2916
if they need to talk to someone.
A private funeral service will be held
on Saturday. Those looking to send
flowers to the service should email jmwong@mit.edu.

A note from the Chancellor
Established 1881
This death is a tragedy for the MIT of one another at this difficult time. nities, sororities, and independent livcommunity. Our hearts go out to Ms.
Guo’s family — and to the larger MIT
community of which she was a valued
part. At this time, I urge all members
of the MIT community to take especially good care of themselves and

MIT’s full range of student support
and mental health services is available to you all. Students can also turn
to their housemasters and graduate
resident tutors (GRTs) for support, as
well as resident advisors in the frater-

ing groups (FSILGs). All members of
the MIT community are encouraged
to take advantage of grief counseling
offered by Mental Health Service at
617-253-2916.
—Eric Grimson PhD ’80, Chancellor

Underclassmen donate $4,000
Giving Campaign donations fund student service projects

Establishedthis1881
year. Contributors

By Emily Kellison-Linn
Staff Reporter

The Underclassmen Giving
Campaign (UGC) wrapped up
last Friday, with students donating a total of $3966 to fund their
classmates’ public service projects. As in past years, an anonymous MIT alumnus will match all
student donations, doubling the
amount raised to $7932.
929 students made a donation
during the five days of the cam-

paign. Total participation in the
campaign is down slightly from
last year, when 1000 students contributed a total of $4300 dollars
before the matching donation.
All money raised will go toward the MIT Public Service
Center’s Expedition Grant fund
to support undergraduate service projects abroad. In contrast
to previous years, in which the
campaign was structured as a
competition between different
classes, no competition was held

to the
campaign could vote on which
of four undergraduate service
projects to fund. The four projects
were finalists chosen by the Public Service Center from all grant
applications.
The two top vote-getters —
which will both be funded — were
the projects of Sherry Fu ’14 and
Jordan M. Downey ’15. Fu plans
to teach a series of computer litUndergrad giving, Page 7

PHoto courtesy of the MIT News Office

Heng ‘Nikita’ Guo, an MBA student, was found dead in
her apartment last Friday.

Peer Ears: here to listen
New peer based student support program
By Kath Xu
Staff Reporter

Feeling stressed but don’t know
what to do? Starting next spring, students will be able to take advantage of
a new student-run program called Peer
Ears, designed to allow students, or
“peer ears,” to refer their peers in need
to the proper MIT support resources.
The program was founded by Divya
Srinivasan ’13 and Emad Taliep ’14, who
felt that many students were not always
sure where to go if they encountered a
problem. Unlike MedLinks, however,
peer ears will not be trained to handle
mental health issues themselves.
Peer Ears is the second mental
health program that will launch in the
spring, joining Peer2Peer, an anonymous email-based support program
that was created partially in response to
the closing of Nightline two years ago.
“Peer Ears will be the first program
of its kind to interface with the residential safety net,” explained Srinivasan. “Our ‘peer ears’ — the program’s

In Short

Daylight Savings Time ends Sunday at 2 a.m. Remember to set your
clocks back!
Election Day is on Tuesday! If you
haven’t sent in your absentee ballot,
do it now!
Melissa Renée Schumacher—The Tech

A structure was constructed from triangular styrofoam pieces in the lobby of building 7
on Thursday, and passers-by were invited to add new pieces to it. The project was part of
the open house for prospective students in the Master of Architecture and Master of Science in
Architecture Studies programs.

the desire for
greater
community
President Reif responds
to Lydia K.
letters, p. 4

The deadline for applying to the
IAP EMT Class has been extended
until Nov. 4 at 11:59 p.m. Check out
the application at http://ems.mit.edu/
apply.php.

guess states, win prizes

spooooky skaters

Take part in The Tech’s election game!
interactives, p. 6

MIT students turn out for
free ice skating and
Halloween fun in Johnson.
video, http://bit.ly/
spookyskate

Six stories, three directors
Cloud Atlas seamlessly weaves together
a number of narratives. arts, p. 8

student advocates — would help GRTs
check up on floormates, guaranteeing
that a few people are always aware of
the general well-being of their neighbors.” Students who need help can go
to their peer ears at any time, who will
be trained to direct them to a support
service.
To achieve this goal, Peer Ears plans
to offer a two-week training course during the second half of IAP to train selected students to deal with a wide variety of issues. The course will be taught
by professionals from MIT’s Mental
Health & Counseling Services.
An application will be sent out in
early November. From there, a list of
peer ears will be selected based on interviews and written applications.
“Our two liaisons to the program
from Mental Health and Counseling
will review that list and recommend a
certain set of candidates,” said Taliep.
Afterward, residents of the dorm who
have not applied to the program will be
Peer Ears, Page 6

If you see simulated emergencies
or gunfire in Boston tomorrow, do
not be alarmed! The city of Boston
is hosting a 24 hour large scale public safety simulation for emergency
personnel including the Boston and
Cambridge Police. There is no danger
to anyone in the area and most exercises will be done in areas away from
the public.
Send news information and tips to
news@tech.mit.edu.

closing
arguments: 2012
Obama’s economic
accomplishments
warrant re-election.
opinion, p. 4
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By Vince Agard
STAFF METEorologist

The next few days will see a
steady decline in temperatures
as the month of November gets
off to a relatively chilly start.
While five of the last seven
days of October saw high temperatures warmer than their
normal values in Boston, a
change in the weather pattern
will bring below-normal temperatures for the week ahead.
First, a cold front will sweep
through our area this afternoon, kicking off a shower or
two as it passes. Overnight
temperatures will drop into the

upper 30s °F in its wake. High
temperatures will reach the
lower 50s °F for the next two
days; however, as a low pressure system moves off the coast
and stays to our east, breezy
northwest winds will bring cold
Arctic air over New England.
This pattern will persist at least
through the beginning of next
week, causing high temperatures to plunge into the 40s °F.
There is a good chance that
the temperature may drop below freezing on Sunday night.
While we won’t see snow or
extreme cold temperatures, it
may finally be time to dig the
winter coat out of the closet.
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Extended Forecast
Today: Mostly cloudy with an afternoon shower, high 55°F.
Winds W at 5-10 mph.
Tonight: Clearing but colder, low 38°F. Winds W at 10-12
mph.
Tomorrow: Mostly sunny and breezy, high 52°F. Winds W
at 10-15 mph.
Sunday: Mostly sunny, highs in the low 50s °F.
Monday: Mostly sunny, highs in the upper 40s °F.
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in infrastructure investment, fiscal expenditure, accommodative
liquidity condition and monetary
policy stance,” economists at JPMorgan said in a note.
A stabilization in the housing market in recent months also
provided support to domestic demand, they added.
HSBC purchasing managers’
indexes for other countries showed
the picture of modest improvements extending across much of
the rest of Asia in October.
The readings for Indonesia, South Korea and Taiwan all
jumped more than a point from
September.
South Korea also reported trade
data Thursday that showed exports
picking up again in October, with a
1.2 percent gain from a year earlier.
Although the increase was small,
it topped expectations and was a
turnaround from the decline of 2
percent recorded in September.
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HONG KONG — Two surveys
released Thursday buttressed the
view that the giant Chinese economy is picking up a little speed after
months of deceleration.
One of the monthly polls was
conducted by the China Federation
of Logistics and Purchasing in Beijing; the British bank HSBC released
the other. Both showed that manufacturing conditions improved in
October as the effects of recent
stimulus measures and somewhatimproved overseas demand began
to filter through to companies making products as varied as furniture,
garments and plastic goods.
The official purchasing managers
index for October, from the logistics
federation, came in at 50.2, rising
above the 50-point mark, which separates contraction from expansion,
for the first time since July.

0°

Winter is coming

The HSBC reading, which was
more focused on smaller and medium-size companies, rose to an
eight-month high of 49.5 in October, up from 47.9 in September. The
reading was a significant improvement from the preliminary figure
of 49.1 that the bank published last
week.
Over the past month or so, anecdotal evidence and early data
signaled that the Chinese economy
might have finally bottomed out.
Flagging overseas demand and the
delayed effects of measures aimed
at cooling inflation and a red-hot
property market caused China to
lose steam this year.
The indexes released Thursday,
however, backed up the impression that the economy might enjoy a modest recovery in coming
months.
“Overall, this reflects the impact
of policy easing that has accelerated since May, including pickup

The New York Times

W

Weather

By Bettina Wassener
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NEW YORK — City public school students will return to
classes Monday morning, but some of them will not go to the
buildings they left last week.
Forty-four buildings housing 79 schools were severely damaged by the storm, Dennis M. Walcott, chancellor of the city’s Education Department, said Thursday in a news briefing. Students
whose classes were held in severely damaged buildings will be
relocated to other schools, Walcott said, and some classes may
have to be broken up.
Among the schools hardest hit were John Dewey High School
in Brooklyn, which had a transformer fire, and Beach Channel
High School in Queens, where there was severe flooding.
—Jenny Anderson, The New York Times

ic Party of Cuyahoga County. “If we
see someone getting in someone’s
face, our lawyers will be there.”
Robert S. Frost, the chairman of
the county Republican Party, said
his legal volunteers would be at precincts where Republican poll workers were thinly represented in past
elections and where there had been
allegations of impropriety. He said
the Democrats had built up such a
huge legal team because their strategy was to create enough confusion
so the race would have to move to
court.
“It’s pretty cynical,” he said.
“That’s why we need to have people
on the ground: to keep an eye on
the other side.”
The Democrats feel the same
way.
“In each battleground state, we
are recruiting thousands of attorney volunteers to help recruit, train,
educate and observe at polling locations,” the Obama campaign said
in a statement. “We’ve retained or
opened pipelines to the nation’s top
experts on voting systems, registration databases, ballot design, student voting and provisional ballots.”

Improved economic conditions
seen in China and much of Asia

0°

NYC schools, some relocated,
are to reopen Monday

CLEVELAND — Thousands
of lawyers from both presidential
campaigns will enter polling places
Tuesday in a kind of Spy vs. Spy with
one central goal: tracking their opponents and, if need be, initiating
legal action.
The lawyers will note how poll
workers behave, where voters are
directed, if intimidation appears
to be under way, whether lines are
long. And they will report up a chain
of command where decisions over
court action will be made at headquarters in Chicago and Boston.
This will go on in every battleground state — including Wisconsin, Virginia, Florida, even Pennsylvania — but it will be most focused
in Ohio and especially in Greater
Cleveland, which is heavily Democratic and where many people believe history teaches a simple lesson: The more votes cast here, the
likelier President Barack Obama is
to win.
As the persuasion effort winds
down, campaigns are focused on

W

MOSCOW — President Vladimir V. Putin’s press secretary
spent much of Thursday denying a new round of rumors about
Putin’s health, explaining that he has been working from home
lately rather than commuting to the Kremlin to avoid causing
traffic congestion.
Vedomosti, a daily newspaper, reported Thursday that Putin
has postponed a series of foreign trips — to Turkey, Bulgaria,
India and Turkmenistan — until late November at the earliest,
meaning that his December travel schedule will be jam-packed.
Last week, Reuters noted the postponed trips, and quoted
unidentified government officials who said Putin was suffering
from back problems that might require surgery. On Wednesday
came the news that Putin was postponing his trademark marathon televised question-and-answer session, an event that usually takes place in December, until the spring or summer.
Dmitri S. Peskov, Putin’s spokesman, said the president
pulled a muscle in his back while exercising in early September,
and suffered from a “painful reaction for a couple of days” during
the Asia-Pacific economic summit meeting in the eastern city of
Vladivostok. He said the president was not suffering from any
continuing ill effects from what he said was “not an injury, it’s
just a mismovement.”
—Ellen Barry, The New York Times

getting their supporters to vote and
getting those votes counted.
The result has been a mass mobilization of lawyers. The Democrats will have 600 lawyers in action
here in Cuyahoga County and 2,500
across the state, their organizers
say. They have been holding training sessions, grouping legal volunteers into workers and supervisors.
The Republicans have much smaller teams — about 70 in this county
— and will rely more on surrogates,
including nonlawyer poll workers.
Each side says the other cannot be
trusted and, given the likelihood of
a tight presidential race, the risks of
litigation here — and delayed results — are high.
“If it’s close, you will see both
sides running to court,” said Jeff
Hastings, a Republican and chairman of the Cuyahoga County Board
of Elections.
The Democrats say they fear acts
of sabotage.
“How tough would it be for
them to send people to the wrong
precincts and tie up poll workers
to slow things down?” asked Stuart
Garson, chairman of the Democrat-

The New York Times
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Scheduling changes prompt
questions about Putin’s health

By Ethan Bronner
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There’s a single message across the television spectrum since
Hurricane Sandy: Please give.
In announcements reminiscent of the media industry’s response to the Sept. 11, 2001, terrorist attacks and the flooding after Hurricane Katrina in 2005, NBCUniversal said Thursday that
it would show a one-hour telethon and concert on its flagship
NBC network and its cable channels Friday night to benefit relief
efforts for victims of the storm.
The ABC television network said it would turn Monday into a
“Day of Giving,” starting with “Good Morning America” and ending with “Jimmy Kimmel Live.”
Many local television stations are also running public service announcements to encourage donations to the American
Red Cross and other relief organizations. CBS said it had already
started to run Red Cross ads on TV and on radio; its stations in
Philadelphia will operate a phone bank for donations all day
Friday.
NBC’s telethon, “Hurricane Sandy: Coming Together,” will be
held at one of NBC’s studios at 30 Rockefeller Plaza in Manhattan. Matt Lauer, the co-host of “Today,” will be master of ceremonies. Among the artists scheduled to perform are Bruce Springsteen, Billy Joel, Jon Bon Jovi, Sting, Christina Aguilera and Jimmy
Fallon, host of NBC’s “Late Night.” Brian Williams, anchor of
“NBC Nightly News,” will also appear.
—Brian Stelter and Dave Itzkoff, The New York Times

Campaigns brace to sue for
votes in crucial states

12

Telethons planned to aid
Hurricane Sandy victims
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By Mary Williams Walsh
and Nelson D. Schwartz
The New York Times

Economic damages inflicted by
Hurricane Sandy could reach $50
billion, according to new estimates
that are more than double a previous
forecast. Some economists warned
Thursday that the storm could shave
a half percentage point off the nation’s economic growth in the current quarter.
Losses from the storm could total $30 billion to $50 billion, according to EQECAT, which tracks hurricanes and analyzes the damage they
cause. On Monday, before the storm
hit the East Coast, the firm estimated
$10 billion to $20 billion in total economic damages.
The flooding of New York’s subways and roadway tunnels, and the
extensive loss of business due to
utility failures across the region were
behind the sharp increase in the estimate, the firm said.
“The geographic scope of the
storm was unprecedented, and the
impacts on individuals and on commerce are far larger,” said Tom Lars-

en, EQECAT’s senior vice president
and product architect. “Lost power
is going to contribute to higher insurance losses.”
EQECAT predicted that New
York would bear 34 percent of the
total economic losses, with New
Jersey suffering 30 percent, Pennsylvania 20 percent, and other states 16
percent. That includes all estimated
losses, whether covered by insurance or not. To be sure, the estimates
and the share that will be covered by
insurers are far from certain at this
point, as government officials, property owners, and insurance adjusters
struggled to assess the destruction.
While the stock market, banks,
and other financial institutions regained some of their stride Thursday, other sectors like retailing,
transportation, and leisure and hospitality face a much longer and more
difficult recovery. In fact, with fuel
in short supply in many areas and
utilities warning that power may not
be back for a week or more in some
areas, businesses found themselves
preparing for the equivalent of a
long siege.
FedEx, for example, was trying to

rent fuel tankers for its trucks in New
York and New Jersey as commercial
gas stations run dry.
“We’re reaching out to everyone
who has a gasoline tanker that we
can move to these areas,” said Shea
Leordeanu, a spokeswoman for the
company. While FedEx had stocks of
oil in advance of the storm for generators, it was not prepared for the gas
shortages that caused long lines at
stations Wednesday and Thursday.
“There has not been an impact
yet, but this is something we can see
as an issue, and we’re concerned,”
she said.
As logistical problems mounted
and damage estimates surged, economists raised their estimates of the
storm’s impact.
“I think the effect will be quite
big,” said Julia Lynn Coronado, chief
economist for North America at BNP
Paribas. “In the fourth quarter, we’re
probably looking at an impact of half
a percentage point.”
She said some of those losses will
be made up in the first quarter of
2013, as insurance reimbursements
are distributed and homeowners
and businesses rebuild.

China presents plan to
end Syrian conflict
By Rick Gladstone
The New York Times

A new proposal to end the conflict in Syria was presented Thursday by China, one of the Syrian
government’s few foreign defenders, which calls for a phased-in
truce, the establishment of a transitional authority and an intensified international response to the
humanitarian crisis afflicting millions of Syrians.
It was unclear whether the proposal, presented during a visit to
Beijing by the special Syria peace
envoy, Lakhdar Brahimi, differed
substantially from a plan that Brahimi is formulating in an attempt
to end the 20-month-old conflict.
But it appeared to reflect concern
by Chinese leaders that their consistent support for the legitimacy
of the government of President
Bashar Assad had strained China’s
relations with other Arab countries
that have been pushing for Assad’s
removal.

China’s proposal also was
publicized a day after the United
States, a strong supporter of the
anti-Assad rebellion in Syria, announced its own aggressive proposals to reshape the Syrian opposition, which has been criticized
as a dysfunctional group led by
out-of-touch Syrian exiles who
have little feel for the combat that
is convulsing much of the country. The U.S. proposal, outlined by
Secretary of State Hillary Rodham
Clinton, is to be presented at a
meeting of Syrian opposition figures in Qatar next week.
Together, the proposals by
China and the United States suggested that the big powers on opposite sides of the Syria conflict
had grown increasingly impatient
with what appears to be a stalemate on the ground. There have
also been indications that the antagonists believe that the only way
to settle the conflict is by military
force, as seen in the failure of Brahimi’s cease-fire proposal over the

weekend.
Hong Lei, a spokesman for China’s Foreign Ministry, told reporters in Beijing that Foreign Minister Yang Jiechi gave “constructive
new suggestions” to Brahimi, who
is the joint special representative
for the United Nations and the
Arab League. “The new proposal
is an extension of China’s efforts to
push forward a political resolution
of the Syrian issue,” the spokesman said.
Xinhua, the official Chinese
news agency, said that under the
proposal, “all parties should stop
the violence” via a phased-in,
region-by-region cease-fire and
designate representatives to negotiate a path to a political transition. Xinhua said the proposal also
called for international support for
efforts by Brahimi and a group of
influential powers convened by
his predecessor in the job, Kofi Annan, to mediate a transition, and
for “effective measures to address
the humanitarian crisis in Syria.”

Lingering unemployment
poses long-term risk
By Annie Lowrey
and Catherine Rampell
The New York Times

WASHINGTON — In the economy-focused presidential campaign,
the two candidates and their teams
have scarcely mentioned what
economists describe as not just one
of the labor market’s most pressing
problems, but the entire country’s:
long-term unemployment.
Nearly 5 million Americans out
of work for more than six months
are left to wonder what kind of help
might be coming, as the Federal Reserve, the International Monetary
Fund, and a bipartisan swath of
policy experts implore Washington
to act — both to alleviate human
misery and to ensure the strength of
the economy.
The pain of the long-term unemployed has persisted even as the
overall jobs picture has brightened
a bit and the unemployment rate
has fallen to 7.8 percent. The new

government report for October was
due to be released Friday morning.
“The problem is incredibly urgent,” said Kevin A. Hassett, director of economic policy studies at the
American Enterprise Institute and
an adviser to Mitt Romney’s campaign. “Spain had a financial crisis
in the late 1970s and has never seen
its unemployment rate drop back to
where it was before that crisis. The
unemployed become discouraged,
and ultimately the employment to
population ratio might take a permanent hit.”
On the agenda for the next
Congress and the next president is
ensuring that the unusually long
spells of unemployment now afflicting jobless workers remain a
temporary setback of the recession.
Economists warned that longterm unemployment could be
transformed in the next few years
into structural unemployment,
meaning that the problem is not
just too few jobs and too many job

seekers, but a large group of workers who no longer match employers’ needs or are no longer considered employable.
“Skills become obsolete, contacts atrophy, information atrophies, and they get stigmatized,”
said Harry Holzer of Georgetown
University.
That has been the experience
of millions of workers like Beatrice
Hogg, 55, of Sacramento, Calif.,
a college-educated white-collar
worker who has slid from the middle class into poverty.
Her last job — doing administrative work and advising students
at a community college — ended in
June 2009. Her unemployment benefits ended more than a year ago.
She was evicted from her apartment
in December and has been staying
at friends’ homes and occasionally
at train stations. Despite her efforts,
she has been turned down for job
after job after job, and is surviving
on food stamps.

Officials defend decision to
run the marathon
NEW YORK — Mary Wittenberg, chief executive of New York
Road Runners, defended the decision to put on the New York City
Marathon as scheduled Sunday after some runners and politicians
called for the race to be canceled in the wake of Hurricane Sandy.
“This isn’t about running; this is about helping the city,” Wittenberg said Thursday at the Jacob K. Javits Convention Center, where
runners were starting to register for the race. “We’re dedicating this
race to the lives that were lost and helping the city recover. We want
to raise money and awareness.”
Before the hurricane, Road Runners was expecting to raise
about $34 million for about 300 charities. Wittenberg said this
year’s race could be used as a platform for charities that would directly help people affected by the storm.
Mayor Michael R. Bloomberg, who supports the marathon partly because it generates hundreds of millions of dollars in economic
activity, repeated Thursday that he expected the race to be held.
Wittenberg said Wednesday that the decision to run the race was
ultimately his.
—Mary Pilon and Ken Belson, The New York Times

Amsterdam mayor says cannabis
coffee shops will remain open
PARIS — Amsterdam’s 220 coffee shops, where marijuana and
hashish are openly sold and consumed, will remain open next year
in spite of a new Dutch law meant to reduce drug tourism, the city’s
mayor said in an interview published Thursday.
The mayor, Eberhard van der Laan, told the Dutch newspaper
De Volkskrant that he had made the decision after considering the
unintended consequences that would arise from a ban, including a
revival of black market trade. He also noted that the current system
allowed for the government to monitor the quality of “soft” drugs
and to limit access to the coffee shops to those 18 and older, something that would be impossible if the trade were again to become
clandestine.
“The 1.5 million tourists will not say, ‘then no more marijuana,’”
van der Laan told De Volkskrant, according to a transcript of the
interview provided by his office. “They will swarm all over the city
looking for drugs. This would lead to more robberies, quarrels
about fake drugs, and no control of the quality of drugs on the market. Everything we have worked toward would be lost to misery.”
The Dutch have long tolerated the coffee shops, although the
sale of marijuana remains technically illegal. But tolerance has
come under fire, partly from concern about the criminality that
surrounds the supply, which originates in places like Afghanistan,
Lebanon and Morocco.
But it was a growing traffic nuisance in southern municipalities
like Maastricht, where Belgians and Germans drove to buy drugs,
that proved the tipping point. The Dutch government announced
two years ago that sales to nonresidents would be prohibited nationwide on Jan. 1, 2013. Only Dutch residents who registered with
a coffee shop would be legally allowed to go to the coffee shops,
which were to be turned into members-only clubs.
—David Jolly, The New York Times

Car and truck sales for October
rose, despite storm
DETROIT — Major automakers reported that vehicle sales in
October were depressed in the month’s final days when Hurricane
Sandy forced hundreds of dealerships to close and consumers delayed car purchases in New York, New Jersey and other areas in the
storm’s path.
Sales in October had been running at a strong pace until the
storm. Analysts had been predicting an annual sales rate of about
14.7 million vehicles for the month but now say the rate will fall
about 300,000 short of that.
Still, most car companies reported increases for the month
overall, an indication that the industry’s slow but steady recovery
is continuing.
Sales at General Motors, the largest U.S. automaker, rose 4.7
percent during October to 195,000 vehicles.
Ford said its sales edged up 0.4 percent during the month to
168,000 vehicles, while Chrysler reported a 10 percent increase to
126,000 vehicles. Both companies reported big gains in the sales of
their smallest, most fuel-efficient passenger cars.
—Bill Vlasic, The New York Times

San Francisco questions maker
of energy drinks about safety
In the latest action aimed at the energy drink industry, the top
lawyer for the city of San Francisco has asked one major producer
to provide evidence that supports the advertising and marketing
claims it made to adolescents for its highly caffeinated drinks.
In a letter sent late Wednesday to Monster Beverage, the city
attorney of San Francisco, Dennis J. Herrera, told the company to
substantiate its claim that large daily quantities of Monster Energy
were safe for adolescents and adults.
Herrera also told Monster, a publicly traded company, to produce support for its promotional slogans, like one that claims that
consumers of Monster Energy “can never get too much of a good
thing!”
In taking the action, Herrera cited a section of a California state
law that makes it illegal for a company to make false or misleading
advertising claims that purport to be based on fact or clinical data.
In a statement, Monster Beverage said: “The company can document the legal basis by which its products are properly labeled
dietary supplements, and third party scientific documentation
substantiates their safety.”
The energy drink industry and Monster Beverage in particular
has come under intensifying scrutiny since last week after disclosures that the Food and Drug Administration had received reports
that the deaths of five people since 2009 may be linked to Monster
Energy drinks.
—Barry Meier, The New York Times
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Estimate of economic losses
from storm now up to $50 billion
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MIT is one
community
This past Monday, Lydia K, a junior
who blogs for MIT Admissions, posted a
powerful account of her feelings of academic strain and anxiety. It is impossible
not to be moved by her experiences and by
her bravery in sharing them. But her post
also generated an outpouring of thoughtful, appreciative responses from current
MIT students and alumni as well as students at many other colleges and universities. In other words, her post declared in a
poignant way her desire for a greater sense
of connection and community; many of
those writing comments said they felt the
same way. Yet the comments themselves
also offered overwhelming evidence that
our community is full of caring people
eager to reach out to one another.
It is not clear to me that there is a magic
wand of institutional action that would
address the issues that Lydia highlights,
in ways that would be acceptable to the
MIT community as a whole; many of
those posting comments shared this view,
too. But the sheer number of people who

responded to her post, and the warmth,
respect and support evident in their
comments, tell me that we should try to
broaden and deepen this conversation
across our community. I would urge every
member of the MIT community — faculty, students, staff and alumni — to read
Lydia’s words and try to imagine how we
might respond, as individuals, as groups
within the Institute and as an institution
overall.
Fortunately, we’re not starting from
zero. We have a good system of student
support in place, and it is benefiting from
faculty committees that consider issues around academic stress as well as a
working group convened by the chancellor last term to look at opportunities for
improvement. I am open to considering
many further possible steps. I am also asking Chancellor Grimson to hold a forum
sometime soon to give members of our
community an opportunity to talk openly
about these issues and learn from each
other’s points of view. I am encouraged
that this conversation has begun, and I am
grateful to Lydia and her supporters for
leading us here.
President L. Rafael Reif

Together campaign
It is good news that the MIT Student
Life program is coming “Together” for
wellness, but I believe that this endeavor
should be linked to community-wide
health and wellness promotion efforts.
As the site describes, it is important to
de-stigmatize and de-mystify offering and
asking for help. One can do this graciously,
as the Charm School mini-session “How to
tell somebody something they’d rather not
hear” has taught for almost 20 years. The
session was mentioned in last spring on
CBS Sunday Morning.
The success of these programs begs the
question: could “charm school” be made
mandatory for the entire MIT community?
Doing so would resemble Safety Office
trainings. They would not be optional, and
would have to be held more than once a
year. If the Institute chooses to take this
path, I believe it would improve cooperation, intensify congeniality, irritate complacency, invigorate creativity and instill a
capacity for positive change. This is not a
new suggestion, but it may be timely.
Eve Sullivan is a former Senior Editorial
Assistant for parentsforum.org.

Giving the president his night in New York
The economic record warrants four more years
By Jacob London
associate opinion editor

With just a few days remaining before
the election, and with the presidential candidates locked in a dead heat, polls suggest that the outcome will depend on the
last-minute decisions of a handful of voters
who are still undecided, especially in critical swing states. Sampling in various polls
also indicates that among likely voters, the
economy will be the overriding issue.
What is troubling is that after the polls
close, and after the dust settles, we may
learn that these voters — and those who
have already made up their minds — made
their decisions based on misinformation,
distortions, and misperceptions about
the candidates’ economic records and
philosophies.
The national dialogue in the run-up
to the election has been dominated by
misperceptions of both candidates. Those
about Romney — that he’s an out of touch
elitist, a greedy, corporate raider unconcerned about the plight of the poor — relate largely to his character. However, the
misperceptions about President Obama —
that he believes in unchecked government
spending to create jobs — are more directly related to his handling of the economy,
and run counter to the way most Americans try to balance their checkbooks.
These misperceptions lend credibility
to the Republican axiom that theirs is the
party of fiscal responsibility. They lend
credibility to Romney’s mantra that he is
the last bastion of hope for preventing the
financial ruin that would be wrought by
Obama’s re-election. They lend credibility

to the idea that when it comes to the economy, conservative solutions are grounded
in reality, while liberals have their heads in
the clouds. Finally, they lend credibility to
the claim that the president cannot run on
his economic record.
He can.
The most significant moment of the
second presidential debate wasn’t about
“binders full of women” or the attack in
Benghazi. It came during the president’s
response to the very last question, when
Barry Green, a town hall participant, asked
the candidates, “What do you believe is
the biggest misperception that the American people have about you as a man and a
candidate?”
The president chose to focus on the perception that he is hostile to the private sector, that he believes government can create
jobs better than the free market. “I believe
that the free enterprise system is the greatest engine of prosperity the world has ever
known,” he answered. “I believe in selfreliance and individual initiative and risktakers being rewarded.”
Those words were long overdue. What’s
more, had he been given the time to expand on them with concrete examples, he
could have spoken long into the New York
night.
The president’s economic policies not
only staved off depression, but promoted
growth in a fiscally responsible manner;
for fiscal responsibility shouldn’t be measured only by costs averted and cuts in
spending. Fiscal policies should be judged
according to a more rigorous cost/benefit
analysis, based on the good they’ve done
for the economy as a whole, given the

economic conditions in which they were
implemented.
Take the example of the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 — colloquially known as “the stimulus” — which
conservatives attack as fiscally irresponsible. The roughly $800 billion combination
of tax cuts and spending was designed to
halt the economic free fall caused by the
worldwide collapse of financial markets.
Some of the spending — unemployment
insurance benefits, food stamps, medicaid,
and rent subsidies — kept people from falling below the poverty line. Other spending
on infrastructure, and public workers like
teachers and firefighters kept state budgets
afloat. A variety of independent analyses
have pegged the number of jobs saved or
created by the stimulus to be between 1.6
and 2.4 million. Twelve months after the
stimulus passed, the private sector began
to create more jobs than it was losing, and
has continued doing so.

Many conservative
economic arguments
rest on misperceptions
regarding the president’s
economic record.
Charges that the stimulus was wasteful
are also largely exaggerated. Republicans
relentlessly focus on a failed loan to Solyndra, but in reality, less than two percent
of loans to green energy companies have
gone bad.
Fiscal responsibility, from Page 4
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Fiscal responsibility, from Page 4
Take the example of the president’s
decision to help save the failing U.S. automobile industry. The administration had a
difficult choice to make. Letting Chrysler
and GM go bankrupt would have had disastrous consequences. On the other hand,
an unconditional bailout would have set a
dangerous precedent. Instead, the administration urged firms to undergo bankruptcy
protection — a process by which debtors
are insulated from punitive measures from
creditors while they can reorganize their
finances. The administration also imposed
the condition that firms receiving bailout
funds would have to strip away unneeded
capacity. As is usually the case with legislation of this scale, a small portion of taxpayer
dollars wasn’t efficiently allocated. And,
claims that these loans have been paid in
full warrant skepticism. But a substantial
majority of tax dollars have been paid back,
the trend is continuing, and the American
auto industry is rebuilding.
These major Keynesian interventions,
in tandem with the Troubled Asset Relief
Program initiated by the Bush administration, cost U.S. taxpayers over $1.5 trillion.
But even if one didn’t account for the loans
being paid back by banks and automobile
firms, these decisions were still fiscally responsible. If one accounts for what would
have happened to our economy without
these interventions, then it becomes clear

that they were cost-effective.
With an economic crisis averted for
the time being, the Obama administration
set out to realize the cornerstone of its domestic agenda — reforming the American
healthcare system. Opponents of the Affordable Care Act (“Obamacare”) immediately
charged that it would explode the deficit
and lead to soaring healthcare costs. They
are still saying it today. So is Mitt Romney.
But the Congressional Budget Office has
projected that the law will reduce the deficit

let the Bush tax cuts expire. The tax cuts,
signed into law in 2001 and 2003, cut taxes
for nearly all U.S. taxpayers. In December
2010, the president signed a bill that temporarily extended both the Bush tax cuts and
the payment of unemployment benefits.
The measure prevented an average tax increase of roughly $3,000 for every American household. Furthermore, the extension
of unemployment benefits served to keep
those who were struggling afloat. In December 2010, the economy was in a more fragile

The administration’s immediate response to the
financial crisis was cost-effective.
by $100 billion over the next 10 years, and
by more than $1 trillion between 2020 and
2030. The law will do so in several ways. By
including a larger number of healthy individuals in the healthcare market, the individual mandate will lower prices for care,
and reduce the number of people who
rely on the emergency room as their only
source of healthcare. Other reforms in the
ACA will significantly reduce administrative costs, and require that a certain ratio of
premiums will be spent on health coverage
instead of other costs incurred by insurance
companies.
After a brutal legislative battle over the
ACA drained the administration of most
of its political capital, the president and
Congress had to decide whether or not to

condition than it is today, and any increase
in the tax burden for middle class families
could have plunged the economy back into
recession.
The misperception of Obama as a fiscally
irresponsible “big government” spender
has also been fueled by relentless attacks
from conservatives saying that he has stifled
economic growth by imposing burdensome regulations. The truth, however, bears
no resemblance to the charges. On Jan. 18,
2011, the president signed executive order
13563. The order called on all federal agencies to begin a “regulatory look-back” — an
analysis of existing regulations designed to
modify, streamline, or repeal those which
had proven to be ineffective or unduly burdensome to businesses. Through April of

this year, the net monetary benefits of this
process have exceeded $90 billion, and
that number will only increase as more and
more agencies strip away laws that breed inefficiency. In comparison, the corresponding figure for the George W. Bush administration is $3.4 billion, and for the Clinton
administration, $14 billion. Not only has
the president’s directive saved money, but
it has encouraged growth in industries that
were previously overburdened by federal
regulation.
Based on his economic record , the president had a real chance in this campaign
to define himself clearly as a new kind
of Democrat — one who had resorted to
Keynesian crisis management but had recognized the economic burden of overregulation, the merits of conservative solutions
to important issues like healthcare, and the
need to keep taxes low on the middle class
and small business owners. He also had
the chance to correct the misperception
that he is fiscally irresponsible — certainly
much earlier than he finally tried to do in
the second debate — and to undermine the
notion that conservatives are always fiscally responsible while liberals are reckless
spenders.
His campaign may have failed to take full
advantage of those chances, and it certainly
failed to communicate his economic record
effectively. But if the president is denied reelection, critics should point to a failure in
communication — not performance.

Do you
HTFP?

The Tech is running a
survey about stress at MIT.
Send question ideas to surveys@tech.mit.edu.
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Peer Ears planned for spring
Students will refer their peers to MIT support services
Peer Ears, from Page 1
able to provide input to make the
final decisions.
In a way, Taliep said, Peer Ears
can be likened to a human version
of MIT Together, which launched
two weeks ago and aims to aggregate all of MIT’s support resources
into one place. However, he and
Srinivasan stressed that Peer Ears
is different from other support services that are already in place.
“It’s different because we also
want that interaction with a peer
ear to be no different than seeing a
friend,” said Taliep.
The program’s first year will be
funded from leftover discretionary funds given by Chancellor Eric
Grimson PhD ’80. Peer Ears will
create a budget for future years depending on the results of the pilot
program.

Srinivasan added, “The student service is going to begin next
semester as a pilot in a few dorms
and FSILGs. We are currently working with the residential staff and
student governments within these
different residences to determine
how to tailor the Peer Ears service
to the dorm and residents’ needs.”

Peer Ears can be
likened to a human
version of MIT
Together.
The idea for Peer Ears first came
up in 2008 among the founders
of MIT’s Active Minds chapter, a
club that aims to promote awareness of mental health issues and
general mental well-being. However, development was stalled un-

til members Srinivasan and Taliep
took up the program. The club’s
advisor and two liaisons from MIT
Mental Health guided the formation of the program. In addition,
Srinivasan and Taliep consulted
the Dormitory Council, representatives from the Division of Student
Life, MIT’s law office, and people
who run similar programs at peer
institutions.
Taliep said, “In putting this together, we’re thinking maybe this
will get some important things
right; maybe it won’t. But whatever happens, we’ll set a precedent
for involving our campus in this
process of shoring up our services
and building up and supporting
our community. That’s all that we
could ask for.”
Students who have any questions about the program can email
peerears-contact@mit.edu.

Introducing the Predict the 2012
Presidential Election contest
Do you think you can predict
the 2012 presidential election?
Which direction will the swing
states swing?
The general elections are
coming up next Tuesday, and
The Tech has created an election
contest centered on presidential predictions. We’re opening
the contest today, and you can
find it at http://tech.mit.edu/
elections2012.
On the contest website, you
can fill in your predictions for
the way a state will vote. Click
on each state to assign it to the
Republican or Democratic party. The electoral vote counts are
shown on top.
All current MIT students,
staff, and faculty are eligible to
enter the contest, but the site is
open to everyone to play along.
The contest will be open for
predictions until 11:59 p.m. EST

Solution to Techdoku I
from page 12

on Monday. At that time, you
will be able to log in, see your
scorecard — your predictions as
well as the results as they come
in — and see how you stack up
against other players.
We will announce the winners of the contest on our Facebook page (http://www.facebook.com/TheMITTech)
and
Twitter feed (@thetech).
Have fun, and good luck!

—Joanna Kao

http://tech.mit.edu/
elections2012

Solution to Techdoku II
from page 12
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SMBC from Page 11

Now you can!
Introducing comments
on The Tech’s website
Make your voice heard

Meet your
fellow tech staff.
(aka, your new 3 a.m.
pset support group)

join@tech.mit.edu
W20-483, 617-253-1541
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Students donate to PSC fund

Swartz gets high-powered
attorneys

New campaign format highlights service projects

Aaron Swartz has a new legal team. The Internet activist accused
of mass downloading files from JSTOR through the MIT network has
hired top San Francisco law firm Keker and Van Nest to represent
him, according to court filings on Wednesday. Keker is a mediumsized law firm specializing in intellectual property law.
Swartz’s Keker legal team will be lead by Elliot R. Peters. Peters
notably represented the now-discredited athlete Lance Armstrong
when he was investigated for doping by the Department of Justice
— an investigation that ended early this year with no charges against
Armstrong.
Peters was named one of sixteen “Attorneys of the Year” by The
Recorder, a California legal trade publication, for his work representing Major League Baseball. Keker was named “Litigation Boutique of
the Year” for 2002–2005 by American Lawyer magazine.
Keker also represented Google successfully in Oracle v. Google
earlier this year; Google prevailed and Oracle’s copyright claims
were ruled invalid, or in the case of nine lines of code, irrelevant.
Keker’s filing said they do not intend to ask for any schedule
changes; Swartz’s trial is currently scheduled for Feb. 4, 2013.
Swartz was previously represented by Martin Weinberg, a sole
proprietor in the Boston area specializing in criminal defense.
Peters declined to comment, and did not answer an inquiry of
whether he was being paid to represent Swartz.
MIT, when asked in October about its release of network transaction logs of suspicious activity to law enforcement, said it did so to
“protect its network.” When asked, MIT declined to provide further
information, saying that their policy is not to comment on pending
litigation.
— John A. Hawkinson

Undergrad giving, from Page 1
eracy classes to staff at HIV clinics
in Togo (a small country in Africa),
while Downey plans to upgrade the
kitchen area at a children’s center
in Costa Rica. Fu and Downey will
each receive an Expedition Grant of
up to $3000 from the Public Service
Center, and plan to do their projects
during IAP this year.
Campaign leaders felt that the
class competition format of past
years obscured the ultimate purpose of the campaign, which is to
fund student service projects. The
new format of voting for projects
was intended to draw students’ attention back to that goal.
Jordan A. Haines ’15, co-chair
of the UGC, was pleased with the
changes.
“Showcasing the four candidates this year provided a very tan-

gible reason to give to UGC that may
have been glossed over in the past,”
Haines said in an email to The Tech.
According to Rosheen B. Kavanagh, associate director of Student Philanthropy Programs, 86
percent of contributors cast a vote,
which campaign leaders consider a
success.
Kavanagh attributes the slightly
lower participation this year to the
extra effort required of donors to
fill out a voting form after donating.
Voting was not required, but only
those who donated could vote.
Co-chair Chandler R. Schlupf ’14
was satisfied with the way the campaign’s new format emphasized the
service element of the campaign.
“This new method made it very
clear we were asking for money for
the Public Service Center, and not
just asking for general donations to
MIT, which in my opinion is a much

greater incentive to give,” Schlupf
said in an email to The Tech.
According to Haines, UGC leaders implemented the new format
in response to a drop in participation between last year and the year
before. The changes did not raise
participation as hoped. However,
Haines and Schulpf are confident
that the changes represent a move
in the right direction, and believe
that participation can be raised next
year as students and volunteers become familiar with the new system.
Volunteers for the UGC solicited donations at a Lobby 10 booth
throughout last week. The UGC
also held a study break for each
class, at which students could make
donations.
Descriptions of the candidates
and their projects can be found on
the UGC’s website at https://giving.
mit.edu/underclassmen-campaign/.

Graduate Women at MIT

Leadership Conference
November 5-8, 2012

Take Charge!
Keynote: “Take Charge of Your Vision”

Assume leadership to turn your vision into a reality.
Carley Roney, Founder/Editor-in-Chief of TheKnot/XO Group.
Reception to follow.

Look Like a Leader Workshop (RSVP required)

Present yourself effectively and develop your personal brand.
Dr. Erika Ebbel Angle, CEO of Science from Scientists and Counterpoint
Heath Solutions; Miss Massachusetts 2004.
Lunch served at 11:50 am.

Mon. 11/05
5:30 - 6:30 pm
32 -155

Wed. 11/07
12 - 1:30 pm
6 -104

Photo Courtesy of Keker & Van Nest, LLP

Elliot R. Peters is an attorney at Keker and Van Nest.

REDUCE YOUR ACCENT NOW!
FREE SCREENING at mylanguagemaster.com

Learning English is not enough. You must speak clearly
with confidence and ease. Reduce your accent up to 90%.
FREE ACCENT SCREENING at mylanguagemaster.com.
Get a personalized assessment of your accented speech.
First person to respond to this ad gets one free session.







SPERM DONORS
Earn up to
per month
Invest minimal time
Make a real difference in the lives of families
Receive free health and genetic screenings

APPLY ONLINE:

SPERMBANK.com
- convenient Cambridge location

Do you like doodling during class?
Are your psets covered with drawings?
If so, become a Tech Illustrator!

E-mail join@tech.mit.edu

Leadership in Academia & Industry Panel

Wed. 11/07
Learn how to lead in academia or industry from a panel of successful women. 5 - 6:30 pm
Prof. Sara Seager (MIT), Dr. Afarin Bellasario (Transtrategy, Inc), Dr. Nancy Whitehead
Institute
Levy (BioHealth Management, LLC / BU ), Dr. Andrea Schievella (Cancer
Auditorium
Research Technology).
Reception to follow.

Build your Dream Team Workshop (RSVP required)

Thurs. 11/08
12 - 1:30 pm
32- G449

Become an Innovator Workshop (RSVP required)

Thurs. 11/08
5 - 6:30 pm
32 - G449

Develop the skills and approaches required for managing global teams.
Dr. Danielle Merfeld, Technology Director, GE Global Research.
Lunch served at 11:50 am.

Conceive, develop, market, and distribute your innovative ideas.
Prof. Neri Oxman (MIT).
Reception to follow.

Information and RSVP: http://leadership.gwamit.org
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Tom Hanks and Halle Berry play Zachry and Meronym in Cloud Atlas’s post-apocalyptic storyline.

movie review

Six stories, three directors, one Cloud Atlas
The film adaptation of David Mitchell’s novel is a must-see this year
By Jaimie Chung
Staff Writer

Once in a while, a film transcends its
medium and stands alone as a work of art.
Cloud Atlas is such a masterpiece. Of course
there are details that can be critiqued, but it
is useless to scrutinize these details because
they are insignificant in comparison to the
important message the film relays.
When the trailers were first released,
I knew that the movie would be epic. But
when I tried to describe why I was so excited
about it, I couldn’t. The directors (Lana Wachowski, Andy Wachowski, and Tom Twyker) released a short video introduction of
the film where they explained what the film
meant to them, how it was made, and what it
is. They each said a few words at a time, finishing each other’s sentences and thoughts.
This video is a perfect analogy for the
film. The directors had such respect for
David Mitchell’s novel that they decided
to make the film only if Mitchell approved.
Fortunately, he did. The most poignant
statement in this short video is when the
directors explain why the film was not immediately picked up by a studio and is an
independent production: “It’s hard to sell
because it’s hard to describe. It’s hard to reduce.” And with that, I will attempt to reduce
the film into a few points I believe are the
most compelling.
What astounded me most was how the
filmmakers were able to make six disparate
stories flow together to tell one story and
have one message. Each story has a different genre and takes place in a different time.
At first, it seems that the spread of genres
would detract from the overall effect of each

story, but they actually enhance each others’
effects. Filmgoers are able to see adventure,
romance, mystery, comedy, science fiction,
and post-apocalypse all in three hours, and
how the stories blend and affect each other
is incredible. This unity speaks to the film’s
overall theme that we are all connected.

What astounded me
most was how the
filmmakers were able
to make six disparate
stories flow together to
tell one story and have
one message.
The genius of the directors comes from
the fact that they came up with idea themselves for actors to play characters in each
of the stories and have them transform into
different ages, races, and even genders.
However, the genius of the novelist is that
he uses unique ways to connect each story
in a way such that each story is affected by
those before. The colonial adventure is told
to the romance through a memoir of one of
the colonial characters; the romance is told
in a series of letters between the two lovers
to a journalist in the mystery, whose story is
told in a mystery novel written by a kid who
follows the journalist around to the writer
in the comedy; the writer’s story is told by a
film adaptation of his life that the main character of the science-fiction plot watches; and
finally, the manifesto of this sci-fi character
is propagated and becomes a religion for the

people of the post-apocalyptic tale. However, instead of occurring in chronological
order, they are often shown in montages: All
of the stories’ plots move together.
Tom Hanks takes on the most characters
and is able to play each convincingly, from
a Scottish thug to a nerdy scientist. Hugo
Weaving and Hugh Grant split up the villain roles in many of the stories, and each
is terrifyingly fantastic. The most haunting characters are in the post-apocalyptic
story, in which Weaving plays a devil figure
in Hanks’s character’s mind and Grant is a
cannibal ravaging the villages. Not unexpectedly, the violence is beyond gruesome,
as the Wachowskis take on the three more
violent stories. In the dystopian sciencefiction story, we see waitresses lured into a
room where they believe they will achieve
“exultation” but are actually killed, dismembered, and used as a fuel source. Along with
the graphic violence are, however, beautiful
graphics. In the same story, we see the main
character ascend in an elevator from captivity to Neo-Seoul for the first time, and the
view is breathtaking.
What I appreciated the most about the
film was its approach to race. Having just
written an essay on racism against AsianAmericans in the American entertainment
industry for a class, I was pleased to see
the first American media product (we can
disregard that the film was mostly backed
by German production companies) that
conveyed race in a not only unprejudiced
but also supportive way. Although the story
that takes place in Neo-Seoul has Caucasian
actors wearing eye prosthetics, this story is
not a separate one that regards Asians as a
separate, alien culture. Rather it is one that
is arguably the most important of the six in

HHHHH
Cloud Atlas
Directed by Tom Twyker,
Andy Wachowski and Lana
Wachowski
Starring Tom Hanks, Halle
Berry and Hugh Grant
Rated R
Now Playing
that it continually reminds us of the importance of connectivity through its dialogue.
We are also introduced to the niece of one
of the Caucasian characters in the mystery
story, an Asian-American who speaks English fluently, which elegantly implies that
race is just a characteristic — not a barrier.
There is the argument that putting characters in “yellow-face” is offensive, but this is
just an example of the directors casting each
actor in several roles—in one story Doona
Bae, a South Korean actress, plays a Hispanic woman and in another, Halle Berry plays
a Caucasian woman.
Overall, Cloud Atlas cannot be analyzed
by the depth of its actors or the sharpness
of its dialogue. It is a story that needs to be
told, and it does so successfully. The film
is complicated and might not be for the
masses, a reason why production companies were hesitant to pick it up. However, it
is thought-provoking and transcendent. Go
watch it.
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Ethan Peterson
MIT
2012 Winner of the National Football Foundation’s
National Scholar-Athlete Awards presented by Fidelity Investments.

Fidelity Investments and the
National Football Foundation
salute Ethan Peterson for
his work on the field, in the
classroom and in the community.
As a leading provider of
workplace retirement plans
for not-for-profit organizations,
Fidelity is dedicated to
helping higher education
professionals develop a
retirement game plan.

Put our team to work for you.
Call 866.715.6111 or visit
Fidelity.com/nff to learn more.

Mobile

Retirement

Planning

Trading

Investments

Investing involves risk, including the risk of loss.
Third-party trademarks and service marks are the property of their respective owners. All other trademarks and service marks are the property of FMR LLC.
Fidelity Brokerage Services LLC, Member NYSE, SIPC. © 2012 FMR LLC. All rights reserved.
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SATURDAY STUMPER by Lars G. Doubleday
Solution, page 6

ACROSS
1 “Hah!”
9 Where travelers may get
their shots
15 It’s free of charge
16 Principle of Puzo prose
17 Red army’s enemy?
18 UPS Store convenience
19 Jug band instrument
20 Tatar tepee
21 Nick
22 Emmy winner as Carmela
and Jackie
24 Gobsmack
26 Graduation, for example
28 Contract
30 Flip side of Satchmo’s “A
Kiss to Build a Dream On”
33 It’s curious
35 Test the water, say
36 Inspiration for Infiniti’s logo
39 In no uncertain terms
41 Green of Casino Royale
42 Success in a certain search
46 Wren, for one
48 Carreras’ Met debut
52 “__ beast be lord of beasts

. . .”: Hamlet
53 Well-made product?
55 Fireball
56 Crown spot
59 Advance
61 Calendar-watch reading
62 Have joint tenancy
63 Descriptor for papers or
pills
65 Solo exercises
66 Cop show staple
67 Unite
68 Document classification
DOWN
1 Before you know it
2 “No problema”
3 Finesse
4 Athlete competing for the
Beehive Boot
5 Farm sound
6 Book before Philemon
7 Galilean concept
8 Haitian island setting of the
Pirates of the Caribbean
films
9 Resonant sound

10 Nero’s love
11 Check
12 Tops in improbability
13 Marked up
14 2004 film that received an
NAACP Image Award
23 Stationery choice
25 Battle Born St.
27 Pick out
29 Muslim honorific
31 Row
32 Minor key
34 Run __
36 Ground stuff
37 Point-and-click device
38 Right hand
40 Youngest major leaguer in
1994 and 1995
43 Social worker
44 Jam
45 Tennessee post captured
by US Grant
47 Table salt, for example
49 Start to give way
50 Total, e.g.
51 Without imagination
54 Just as expected

THIS IS A PAID ADVERTISEMENT

57 “So true!”
58 Knock off
60 Tracks

62 Mo. in which the Nobel
Prizes are awarded
64 Stir
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A

WEBCOMIC OF ROMANCE,
SARCASM, MATH, AND LANGUAGE

[2774]

[1128] Fifty Shades by Randall Munroe

page 6

Wishbone and the Illustrated Classics series have gotten me through
every conversation I’ve ever had about Dickens, Treasure Island, The
Anarchist’s Cookbook, and Our Bodies, Ourselves.
THIS IS A PAID ADVERTISEMENT

Fun Fun Fun Fun Fun Fun Fun Fun Fun Fun Fun Fun Fun Fun Fun Fun Fun Fun Fun Fun Fun Fun

Uppercut by Steven Sullivan

Fun Fun Fun Fun Fun Fun Fun Fun Fun Fun Fun Fun Fun Fun Fun Fun Fun Fun Fun Fun Fun Fun
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SOMEWHERE ELSE by Fred Piscop
Solution, page 6

ACROSS
1 Flurry of activity
6 Expert
10 Marching band instrument
14 Oompah band tune
15 Improve, as skills
16 Folk tales
17 At full strength
19 Army absentee
20 Sort of sailboat
21 Term enders
22 ‘60s war zone
23 Pie target
25 Christmas carol
31 Make eyes at
33 Austrian peaks
34 Chance to speak
35 County fair cry
37 Former NFL stadium in DC
38 Provide space for
40 London lav
41 Send forth
43 Clever crew
44 Digressing
49 The whole enchilada
50 Golden Rule conclusion
51 Russian cake
54 Panhandle city
59 Skating move
60 Dilapidated
62 Orthodontist’s concern
63 Rhymester
64 Make one’s case
65 Pale
66 Some responders to 35 Across
67 Pulls in
DOWN
1 Locality
2 Serve Sauterne
3 Prefix for meter
4 Whole alternative
5 Procrastinator’s reply
6 Introspective query
7 Intrude, with “in”
8 Business abbr.
9 Scrabble 10-pointer

10 Blond
11 Corn Belt state
12 Native to
13 Smoked seafood
18 Donnybrook
21 Online currency
23 Columbo portrayer
24 Rock concert gear
25 Standoffish
26 Barely perceptible
27 1993 treaty
28 Test pilot’s attire
29 Cardinal point
30 Mixologist’s supplies
31 Kon-Tiki Museum locale
32 Blunder
36 Meddlesome one

Baby Techdoku I

Baby Techdoku II

Solution, page 6
6×

6×

Sudoku
Solution, page 6

8
7
9
3
7
4

Solution, page 6

3×

2

9

37 Ostentation
39 Have
42 Former Chinese leader
45 Annie Get Your Gun lead
46 NL team
47 Navy mascot
48 Atlas section
51 Rum cake
52 Gyroscope part
53 Playwright Henley
54 All over
55 Actress Fisher of Bachelorette
56 Sly glance
57 Low-fat
58 Ends’ associates
60 Car rental option
61 New pedometer reading

7
1 5
6 3
2
2
1 5
9
7
9
4
1
1
1 9
4 7
3 5
9
2
8

Instructions: Fill in the grid so that each column, row, and 3 by 3 grid contains
exactly one of each of the digits 1 through 9.

6×

3÷

Instructions: Fill
in the grid so that
each column and
row contains exactly
one of each of the
numbers 1–3. Follow
the mathematical
operations for each
box.

1

2

6×

Techdoku III
Solution, page 6

13+

3×

60×

8×

75×

10+

16+

45×

2

1

72×

15×

7+

4÷

2

Instructions: Fill in the grid so that each column and row contains exactly one of
each of the numbers 1–6. Follow the mathematical operations for each box.
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Institute Double Take

By Emily Kellison-Linn
Staff Photographer

The bright sunlight provides a dramatic contrast with the dark clouds and the Boston
skyline as seen on Tuesday morning. The exposure used tries to find a middle ground and
capture the eerie calm after Hurricane Sandy passed.

Aperture:
ƒ/20
Exposure Time:
1/2500 sec.

Sensitivity:
ISO 1600
Effective Focal Length:
18 mm

Fine dining. On The Tech.

Be a restaurant critic.

arts@tech.mit.edu
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TKD, from Page 16

ing both New York University and Harvard in order to face archrival Cornell in
the finals. The final match was very tense,
with Chen edging out Cornell’s Hilary T.
Monaco to take the gold. The women’s
A2 team (Shan He G, Vernelle A. Noel G,
Lorraine Ling G) also had a very strong
showing, making it all the way to the
quarterfinals.
The men’s A teams also had solid performances. The A1 team (Weinberg, Aziz
Abdellahi G) soundly defeated the Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute team but
faced a tough loss against Brown in their
quarterfinal match. The A2 team (Edgardo Farias ’15, Henrique P. O. Pinto ’13)
also beat RPI but fell to the University of
Connecticut’s team.
MIT’s B (intermediate) teams all had
remarkable performances in this tournament. The women’s B1 team (Tam Nguyen ’13, Teresa Lin, Shannon X. Yang ’13)
fought fiercely against Boston University,
Tufts, and Cornell, securing a silver medal. The women’s B2 team (Maria Z. Tou

’14, Tsang) was only a two-person team,
but that didn’t stop them from muscling
their way to a bronze medal. The men’s
B1 team (Isaac Fenta ’14, Gabriel Jimenez
’16, Pinto) clawed their way through
tough matchups against the University of
Vermont, Johns Hopkins University, and
Penn State to snatch a silver medal.

The final match was
very tense, with Chen
edging out Cornell’s
Hilary T. Monaco to
take the gold.
Both the men’s C1 and C2 (beginner)
teams went undefeated throughout the
entire day in a very tough bracket. The
men’s C1 team (Kevin Hu ’15, Berdibek,
Danilo J. Ondina ’14) tore their way
through Connecticut, Penn State, Johns
Hopkins, and RPI to secure a gold medal
despite an injury early on. The men’s C2
team (Adam J. Spanbauer G, Brandon

H. Baker G, Cecilio Aponte ’15) faced
off against Connecticut, Tufts, Brown,
and Cornell before bowing out to MIT’s
C1 team to lock in the silver medal. The
men’s C3 (Jianqiang Lin, Geoffrey M.
Gilmore ’16, Diego A. Giraldez ’15), C4
(Jacovie D. Rodriguez ’15, Steven C.
Browne ’16, Erwin Hilton ’16), and C5
(Tahin F. Syed G, Benjamin I. Shaibu ’14)
all had very strong debut performances
and show great promise for the future.
As for the women, the C1 team (Jessica J. Yang ’15, Casey L. Denham ’15, Sarah
J. Bricault G) easily won against Vermont
and BU and left the ring with a silver
medal for their efforts. The women’s C2
team (Tiffany F. Chen G, Colon, Kathryn
E. Biegel ’15, Jean Chow) was right behind them with a bronze medal.
As the tournament drew to a close, the
MIT Engineers walked away with a total
of 504 points, only narrowly losing to
archrival Cornell with 534 points. After a
great deal of intense training both during
and outside of regular practice, the team
is ready to strike back this Sunday, Nov. 4
at the next ECTC tournament at Cornell.

Do you want to be like Sherlock Holmes?
The Tech is looking for investigative reporters.
Do you like asking tough questions?
Do you enjoy nosing around and collecting evidence?
If so, we want you on our team!
join@tech.mit.edu

Men’s team ranked
sixth in New England
Cross country, from Page 16

K. Leung ’15, Ian P. Tolan ’16, Edgar Gridello ’16,
and Matthew G. Jordan ’16, all within seven seconds of each other, taking places eight through 11.
Tolan received NEWMAC Rookie of the Year honors for his ninth place finish.
Following soon after Jordan and narrowly behind Zach Pietras of Springfield, Benji Xie ’15, who
was last year’s NEWMAC Rookie of the Year, broke
the tape in 13th position with a time of 26:30.34.
Logan M. Trimble n’13 finished less than a second
later (26:31.05) in 14th place. Wrapping up the top
20 runners was Ricardo Paez ’15 in 18th place with
a time of 27:04.74.
The Engineers will continue with their season
at the New England Regional Championship on
Nov. 10.

SportsSportsSportsSportsSportsSportsSportsSportsSportsSportsSportsSports

Sport Taekwondo takes 2nd place XC wins
Team earns 200 more points than in the previous year
15th straight
NEWMAC

SPortsSportsSportsSportsSportsSportsSportsSportsSports

SportsSportsSports
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National Football League predictions: week 9
Packers to dominate Cardinals; Steelers to defeat Giants; Bills to crush Texans
By J. Austin Osborne
sports staff

Arizona Cardinals @ Green Bay Packers
Sunday, Nov. 4, 1:00 p.m.
The Packers have really started to hit
their stride. After a fairly comfortable win
over the Jaguars that included returning a blocked punt for a
touchdown, Aaron Rodgers looks to continue his
recent success against the
Arizona Cardinals. Without star wide receiver
Greg Jennings, the Pack may have some
difficulty moving the ball through the
air, but if Jordy Nelson can return, he can
ease some of the burden on the Green
Bay receivers. Arizona had no answer for
anything the 49ers’ offense did last week,
as they were thoroughly destroyed in all
facets of the game. Quarterback John
Skelton did the best he could, but Arizona
could only muster three points the whole
game. If they hope to have any chance
this week, their running game needs to
put in a much better effort than last Monday, when they only amassed seven total
yards.
Prediction: 27-13 Packers
Detroit Lions @ Jacksonville Jaguars
Sunday, Nov. 4, 1:00 p.m.
Detroit barely squeaked out a game
against the Seattle Seahawks, as Matt
Stafford completed a late touchdown
drive to seal the victory. They had a hard
time stopping Marshawn
Lynch, but their run defense should get a break
this week against Jacksonville. Maurice Jones-Drew will be out
again, and backup Rashad Jennings will
have to shoulder the load of the Jaguars’
running game. The Jags are going to really struggle this week trying to slow the
passing attack of the Lions. Although
Blaine Gabbert had a good game last
week, he is still recovering from a lingering shoulder injury. This will most likely
hamper his effectiveness.
Prediction: 31-23 Lions
Chicago Bears @ Tennessee Titans
Sunday, Nov. 4, 1:00 p.m.
Chicago pulled out a crazy win last
week against Carolina. They forced two
interceptions on Cam Newton, but they
still allowed over 300
yards passing. They had a
weak defensive game all
around and will need to
have a better effort this
week against Tennessee.
Jay Cutler played well and lately is starting
to connect with Brandon Marshall. This
will be key in the second half of the season if Chicago wants to earn a high seed
in the playoffs. Matt Hasselbeck played
a great game in the Tennessee loss, only
throwing seven incompletions and passing for over 230 yards and a touchdown.
Chris Johnson also rushed for almost 100
yards, which he will need to replicate if
the Titans hope to pull off the upset. In
the end, Chicago’s defense should shut
down Tennessee’s offense and they’ll win
a close one.
Prediction: 20-14 Bears

Denver Broncos @ Cincinnati Bengals
Sunday, Nov. 4, 1:00 p.m.
Peyton Manning is once again solidifying himself as one of the top quarterbacks
in the league. He looked nearly flawless in
the Denver win over the
Saints, and he should feast
on the Bengals’ secondary. The running game
also looked alive, as Willis McGahee rushed for
122 yards and a touchdown. The Broncos
gained over 200 yards total on the ground,
and their offense should dominate once
again this week. Cincinnati will be able
to score on the Denver defense, but their
own defense will fail them in the end and
they won’t be able to keep up with the
Denver scoring pace.
Prediction: 23-17 Broncos
Carolina Panthers @ Washington
Redskins
Sunday, Nov. 4, 1:00 p.m.
In a battle of young, dynamic quarterbacks, the Panthers travel to Washington
D.C. to play the Redskins. There will be a
lot of yards gained on the
ground in this game, as
both teams feature strong
rushing attacks and both
QBs give defenses problems. The Steelers were
able to contain Robert Griffin last week,
but they have been the first team to do so
all season. I don’t expect the same from a
much weaker Panthers defense. Washington, however, does not have a particularly
strong secondary, so Cam Newton should
be able to move the ball through the air on
the league’s worst pass defense. In a high
scoring game, Newton will pull out a close
win.
Prediction: 38-34 Panthers
Baltimore Ravens @ Cleveland Browns
Sunday, Nov. 4, 1:00 p.m.
The Browns come a close win over the
San Diego Chargers, due in large part to
rookie Trent Richardson’s outstanding
game. He scored the only
touchdown of the day on
a tough 26 yard run after
breaking multiple tackles.
Their defense held up well,
only allowing six points
to the Charger offense. They look to have
the same success this week against the
banged up Baltimore Ravens. The Ravens
are coming off a bye week, so they should
be well rested and prepared to dominate
the Browns. Expect Baltimore and Ray
Rice to pound the ball on the Cleveland
defense and for their defense to step up in
the absence of Ray Lewis.
Prediction: 23-7 Ravens
Miami Dolphins @ Indianapolis Colts
Sunday, Nov. 4, 1:00 p.m.
The Dolphins looked impressive last
week, with their defense thoroughly
smothering Mark Sanchez and the Jets.
They forced Sanchez into
mistakes and 54 passing
attempts, much more than
the Jets want to see out of
him. Although rookie QB
Ryan Tannehill left the
game early with an injury, Matt Moore
was able to step in and manage the game
well enough for Miami to coast to an easy

victory. Indianapolis also continues to
impress, and they are coming off another
strong win against the Titans. It took an
overtime drive by Andrew Luck to finally
close the game out as he continues his
outstanding rookie season. This will be an
interesting game, as Miami’s great run defense will force Luck into passing for the
majority of the game. It comes down to
whether or not Luck can take advantage
of Miami’s secondary.
Prediction: 23-17 Colts
Buffalo Bills @ Houston Texans
Sunday, Nov. 4, 1:00 p.m.
Buffalo and Houston are both coming
off of bye weeks, so they should be equally
rested before the game. Houston has been
one of the most dominant
teams in the league this
season, and don’t expect
that to change in this game
against the Bills. Houston
has one of the best rushing
attacks in the league and Buffalo allows the
most rushing yards per game in the NFL.
Arian Foster and Ben Tate should have a
field day. Houston also features one of the
best defenses in the league and Buffalo QB
Ryan Fitzpatrick will struggle to move the
ball all game. They will need to rely on their
running game to have a chance, but Houston will slow them down enough to cruise
to an easy victory.
Prediction: 34-17 Texans
Minnesota Vikings @ Seattle Seahawks
Sunday, Nov. 4, 4:05 p.m.
Minnesota was beaten thoroughly and
completely last week against Tampa Bay.
They allowed over 150 yards on the ground
and their secondary gave
up three touchdowns
through the air to Josh
Freeman. Adrian Peterson
had a great game, but he
wasn’t able to run the ball
as much as he should have since the Vikes
were down most of the game. If the Vikings
want to win, Peterson needs at least 20 carries per game and Christian Ponder must
throw the ball less. They are not capable of
winning games on his arm alone. Seattle
lost a heartbreaker to Detroit, but they
have looked good most of the season. They
should be able to use Marshawn Lynch like
the Buccaneers used Doug Martin to run
all over Minnesota. This will force Ponder
into passing more than he should, which
will lead to a Seahawks win.
Prediction: 23-17 Seahawks
Tampa Bay Buccaneers @ Oakland
Raiders
Sunday, Nov. 4, 4:05 p.m.
Tampa Bay running back Doug Martin
was responsible for over 200 yards of total
offense, as he was incredibly hard to stop
last week. Tampa Bay will
need a similar effort from
Martin this week in their
game against the Oakland
Raiders. Oakland has underachieved all year, but
they are currently on a two-game winning streak, so they may be starting to
turn things around. Carson Palmer has
looked fairly good this year. He has been
forced into shouldering much of the offensive burden since the Oakland running
game has been nonexistent. With the 20th

TKD takes second place
2nd in Eastern Collegiate TKD Conference
By Geoffrey Gilmore
team representative

On Saturday, Oct. 13, the MIT Sport Taekwondo Club organized and competed in this
season’s first Eastern Collegiate Taekwondo
Conference (ECTC) tournament. Facing fierce
competition from universities such as Brown,
Harvard, Penn State, Tufts, Princeton, and
Cornell, the team showed impressive grit and
determination and won a strong second place
finish out of 22 schools.
The tournament started with the forms
(poomsae) portion of the competition, in
which competitors execute a series of choreographed techniques for judges, who grade the
performance based on grace, accuracy, timing, and power.
In the men’s black belt division, Seth M.
Weinberg G and Andrew J. Mandelbaum G
started the day off with top finishes, earning

fourth and seventh place of 32, respectively.
Red belts Phillip H. Daniel ’13 and Teresa T.
Lin ’13 took first and fourth place in their own
divisions of 26 and 18. Additionally, blue belts
Jonas Helfer G, in his ECTC debut, and Shirley
Tsang ’14 both earned silver medals in their
divisions.
In the lower belt groups, Shapagat Berdibek
’15 earned bronze (third) in the men’s green
belt division of 27 athletes. Jean Chow ’16
placed first and Fransheska Colon ’16 placed
fourth in the divisions of 28 yellow belts. Jianqiang Lin G finished eighth in a very tough
bracket with 38 competitors.
As the tournament continued, the poomsae
competition concluded and the sparring began. The women’s A1 (advanced) team (Tara
P. Sarathi G, Michelle W. Chen ’14, Kristina L.
Lozoya ’13) certainly set the bar high, defeatTKD, Page 15

ranked passing defense, the Raiders will
struggle to stop Josh Freeman all game,
especially since they will need to focus extra personnel on stopping Doug Martin.
Tampa Bay should win a close one.
Prediction: 27-23 Buccaneers
Pittsburgh Steelers @ New York Giants
Sunday, Nov. 4, 4:25 p.m.
In a game that should be a prime example of ‘smash mouth’ football, the Steelers
and the Giants clash in the Meadowlands
this Sunday. Both teams
have good defenses, each
allowing 20 points per
game. The Giants, however, have a much better
offense than the Steelers.
Pittsburgh is going to need a consistent
running game to compete against New
York. The Giants will use Ahmad Bradshaw for the majority of the game, mostly
due to Pittsburgh’s outstanding pass defense, while Ben Roethlisberger simply
will not have enough weapons to outscore
Eli Manning and the Giants. Tampa Bay
should win a close one.
Prediction: 20-16 Giants
Dallas Cowboys @ Atlanta Falcons
Sunday, Nov. 4, 8:20 p.m.
Atlanta showed last week why they are
considered by many to be the best team
in the NFC. They completely dominated
a very talented, but unfocused, Eagles team last
week and their offense
could not be stopped all
game. Matt Ryan was terrific as he has been all
season, so the Falcons can start to look
ahead toward the playoffs. Tony Romo was
forced to throw almost every play against
the Giants, throwing for 437 yards on 62 attempts. Felix Jones only managed to gain
19 yards rushing, and Dallas is missing the
production of Demarco Murray. They will
not be able to beat Atlanta if they’re forced
to one-dimensional play again next week.
Atlanta has a fairly weak run defense, so
even if Jones is getting stopped early, Dallas must keep feeding him the ball if they
want to knock off the top team in the NFL.
Prediction: 30-28 Falcons
Philadelphia Eagles @ New Orleans
Saints
Sunday, Nov. 4, 8:35 p.m.
The Eagles are in a tailspin. They have
a quarterback controversy brewing between Michael Vick and Nick Foles. Vick
is the starter for now, but
he may not be for long
if the Eagles continue to
lose. The losses may not
be his fault, however. As of
late, Vick has been playing
much more efficiently and has cut down
the turnovers substantially from the beginning of the season. The Eagles defense
couldn’t slow Atlanta all game, and the
loss of defensive coordinator Juan Castillo
seemed to hurt their play. New Orleans
has also played terrible defense all season,
and last week was no exception. They allowed over 500 total yards to the Broncos.
They need to get back to playing the tough
defense that allowed them to win the Super Bowl, because Drew Brees cannot win
every game in a shootout.
Prediction: 41-38 Eagles

Upcoming Home Events
Saturday, Nov. 3
Rifle vs. University of the Sciences 

9 a.m., DuPont Athletic Center

Sunday, Nov. 4
Sailing vs. Crews Regatta

9:30 a.m., Charles River

XC wins NEWMACs
By Charlotte Brackett
daper staff

MIT Men’s Cross Country, which is
now ranked sixth in New England, captured its 15th consecutive New England
Women’s and Men’s Athletic Conference (NEWMAC) championship title
last Saturday afternoon. The Engineers
have won every year since the inception of the conference in 1998. With 33
points, they edged out last year’s runnerup Springfield, with 44 points, and WPI,

who moved up two places from last year,
with 89. The Engineers’ highest finisher
was Roy A. Wedge ’14, who finished in
fourth place with a time of 26:02.28 in
the 8k run. He was followed soon after by
Benjamin A. Mattocks ’13 in fifth with a
time of 26:08.01.
Justin L. Bullock ’14 crossed the line
with a time of 26:21.41 in seventh place, a
few seconds behind Ryan Moran of WPI.
Breaking the tape soon after were Allen
Cross country, Page 15

