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TI and PSC representatives 
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Auction for old or aban-
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14 at 290 Albany St. The lot 
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previews. A valid and cur-
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ed Insurance Plan or 
to enroll your family. 
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edu to file your waiver.

Send news information 
and tips to news@tech.
mit.edu.

By Anne Cai
News Editor

Former MIT President Susan J. 
Hockfield will be the Harvard Ken-
nedy School’s (HKS) Marie Curie 
Visiting Professor this academic 
year, the school’s Dean, David T. 
Ellwood, announced on Friday. 
Ellwood and other members of the 
HKS faculty had several discussions 
with Hockfield, after which she was 
nominated and approved by ten-
ured faculty. She will be affiliated 
with the Belfer Center for Science 
and International Affairs, and will 
continue to serve as a professor of 
neuroscience at MIT.

“Her expertise in science and 
technology and more broadly in 
science and technology policy will 
add considerably to the research 
and outreach of the Belfer Center, 
which focuses on the intersection 
of science, technology, and interna-
tional affairs,” wrote Ellwood in an 
email to The Tech. “While at HKS, 
Professor Hockfield plans to con-
tinue her work on behalf of sound 
policies and practices for sustain-
able energy and a resurgence in 
American manufacturing. She also 
plans to explore neural foundations 
of community and leadership.”

“She has expressed serious inter-
est in how scientists and technolo-

By Bruno B. F. Faviero
Staff Reporter

President L. Rafael Reif, MIT’s 17th, has begun 
his “freshman year” at MIT, as he told the Class of 
2016 during its Convocation. He is now entering 
his third month in office since assuming the role 
on July 2. The Tech interviewed Reif about his first 
summer on the job and his plans for the future.

Reif’s summer term
 “I’ve been meeting people like crazy,” said 

Reif about his first few months. The president has 
been on a “listening tour” with faculty, students, 
corporation members, donors, and friends of the 
MIT community to learn the thoughts and expec-
tations of these different groups. One of his goals 
is to figure out how the Office of the President 
“can be used to help the mission of MIT,” said 
Reif, and he plans to address specific policy ideas 
at his inaugural speech on Friday, Sept. 21. He has 
not moved into the Gray House yet, but Reif says 
it will be great to live in the MIT “neighborhood.” 

“I have said many times that MIT is my home, 
and I meant that it is my academic home because 
I had a home off-campus,” said Reif, “but for MIT 
to really be my home, I have to live here and ex-
perience what all of you experience and have the 
neighborhood that all of you have.”

Residential education
Reif focused on improving residential educa-

tion at MIT during his time as provost. He plans 
to spend “quite a bit of time” addressing this topic 
during his inaugural speech and outlined some 
potential plans. Reif hopes to create an organi-
zation on campus in which students and faculty 

Akimitsu Hogge—The Tech

A performer wearing a Trinidad and Tobago-style costume danced during the Cam-
bridge Carnival last Sunday on Main Street near the Kendall T station.

Christopher A. Maynor—The Tech

The Zesiger Sports and Fitness Center closed due to an unexpected power 
outage late Monday afternoon. Students waited to re-enter and athletes warmed 
up outside the building.

By Gina Kolata
The New York Times 

The first large and compre-
hensive study of the genetics 
of a common lung cancer finds 
that more than half the tumors 
from that cancer have muta-
tions that might be treated 
by new drugs that are already 
in the pipeline or that could 
be easily developed. For the 
tens of thousands of patients 
with that cancer — squamous 
cell lung cancer — the results 
are promising because they 
could foretell a new type of 
treatment in which drugs are 
tailored to match the genetic 
abnormality in each patient, 
researchers say.

“This is a disease where 
there are no targeted thera-
pies,” said Dr. Matthew Mey-
erson of the Dana-Farber 
Cancer Institute, referring to 
modern drugs that attack ge-

netic abnormalities. He is a 
lead author of the paper, with 
more than 300 authors, being 
published online in the jour-
nal Nature on Sunday. “What 
we found will change the land-
scape for squamous cell carci-
noma. I think it gives hope to 
patients,” he said.

The study is part of the 
Cancer Genome Atlas, a large 
project by the National In-
stitutes of Health to examine 
genetic abnormalities in can-
cer. The study of squamous 
cell lung cancer is the second 
genetic analysis of a common 
cancer, coming on the heels 
of a study of colon cancer. The 
work became feasible only in 
the past few years because of 
enormous advances in DNA 
sequencing that allow re-
searchers to scan all the DNA 
in a cell instead of looking at its 
21,000 genes one at a time. The 
result has been a new appre-

ciation of cancer as a genetic 
disease, defined by DNA alter-
ations that drive a cancer cell’s 
growth, instead of a disease of 
a particular tissue or organ, 
like breast or prostate or lung.

And, in keeping with the 
genetic view of cancer, in this 
study of squamous cell lung 
cancer, no one mutation stood 
out — different patients had 
different mutations.

As a result, the usual way 
of testing drugs by giving them 
to everyone with a particu-
lar type of cancer no longer 
makes sense. So researchers 
are planning a new type of 
testing program for squamous 
cell cancer that will match the 
major genetic abnormality in 
each patient with a drug de-
signed to attack it, a harbinger 
of what many say will be the 
future of cancer research.

The first 71 
days of office
Reif ’s first 3 months; 
focus on community 
thoughts, expectations

New lung cancer study suggests 
more-tailored drug treatment
New study analyzed individual genetic abnormalities

Reif, Page 9 Hockfield, Page 13

Cancer research, Page 11
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www.mckinsey.com/careers

Global Leaders Start Here
MIT Consulting Panel 
Wednesday, September 15 
Whitaker Building 56 – Room 114 
3:00 - 4:00 p.m.

Firm Presentation 
Monday, September 20 
Stata Center – 32-123 
7:00 - 9:00 p.m. 
Food Provided

Coffee Chats 
Tuesday, September 21
Toscanini’s 899 Main Street 
10:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. 

Athletes Event
Wednesday, September 22
Zesiger Center
2:00 - 5:00 p.m.

Career Fair 
Thursday, September 23
Johnson Athletics Center – 2nd floor
11:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 

McKinsey Operations Event
Friday, September 16
MIT Campus – RSVP to  
katelyn_ohara@mckinsey.com
2:00 - 4:00 p.m. 

Business Analyst Presentation
Thursday, September 13
34 - 101
7:30 - 9:00 p.m.
Food provided

Energy Event
Thursday, September 20
56 - 114
7:30 - 9:00 p.m.

Coffee Chats
Friday, September 14
Area Four (500 Technology Square)
10:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.

Career Fair
Friday, September 21
Johnson Athletic Center - 2nd Floor
10:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.

Operations Event
Friday, September 14
MIT Campus - RSVP to
Brenna_Stearns@mckinsey.com
3:00 - 5:00 p.m.

Application Deadline
Sunday, September 23 at 11:59 p.m.
www.mckinsey.com/usschools
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Situation for Noon Eastern Time, Tuesday, September 11, 2012

By Jim Rutenberg  
and Jeff Zeleny
The New York Times 

President Barack Obama raised 
more money in August than Mitt 
Romney did, outpacing him for the 
first time since the spring and adding 
to a sense in both parties that Obama 

is entering the post-convention 
sprint to Election Day in a slightly 
stronger position, leaving Romney 
with less than two months to change 
that dynamic.

The first post-convention poll 
by a major news organization, 
from CNN and ORC International, 
showed Obama with a slight gain, 52 

to 46 percent, over Romney, within 
the poll’s margin of sampling error. 

With some nervousness appar-
ent among Republicans, Romney’s 
campaign rushed out a memo Mon-
day stating that any post-convention 
polling lift for Obama was “a sugar 
high” that would not last the next few 
weeks, let alone to Election Day.

Showdown looms over a 
planned anti-Kremlin march

MOSCOW — Russian Parliament members moved a step 
closer to stripping an opposition lawmaker of his post Monday, 
heightening tension before an opposition march planned for 
this weekend.

The commission on income and property of the Duma, Rus-
sia’s lower House of Parliament, found that there were grounds 
for the expulsion of the lawmaker, Gennady V. Gudkov, a former 
Soviet intelligence officer who has emerged as one of the few 
political insiders to persistently and pugnaciously challenge 
the Kremlin. Gudkov is accused of operating a business while 
serving in the legislature, which is prohibited by Russian law.

The full Parliament is expected to vote on Gudkov’s fate Friday.
—Ellen Barry, The New York Times 

By Roman Kowch
STAFF METEorologist

Stiff winds and cool 
temperatures poured into 
New England this week-
end, behind a strong cold 
front which passed through 
Saturday evening. Hence a 
deep trough, located in the 
mid and upper levels of the 
atmosphere, has overtaken 
our recent weather. The 
trough’s northerly winds, 
out of Canada, have brought 
much cooler and drier air. 

These winds are occurring 
ahead of a surface high pres-
sure approaching our region.

Once the high pressure 
arrives by mid-week, winds 
will diminish and tempera-
tures will rise. The high pres-
sure should also slow down 
and broaden, giving tranquil 
conditions for most of this 
week and keeping Tropical 
Storm Leslie out in the At-
lantic. Temperatures should 
rebound into the low 80s°F 
(26-28°C) by Thursday and 
Friday.

Autumn-like weather 
becoming calmer and 
warmer this week

Romney calls Obama’s post-
convention gain ‘a sugar high’

Extended Forecast
Today: Mostly sunny. High 70°F (21°C). NW wind at 10 mph.
Tonight: Mostly clear. Low 54°F (12°C). W wind at 5-10 mph.
Tomorrow: Sunny. High 77°F (25°C). Light S wind at 5 mph.
Thursday: Sunny. High near 82°F (28°C). Low near 61°F 

(16°C). Light winds.

Weather
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Sophomores:

617.253.0077  |  12-193  |  UPOP@MIT.EDU  |  SIGN UP: UPOP.MIT.EDU/EVENTS

Tuesday Sept 18 5:30 PM 1-190
Tuesday Sept 18  7:30 PM 1-190
Wednesday Sept 19 5:30 PM 1-190

Info Sessions
Free food!

UPOP is the foundational year 
for the Gordon Engineering 
Leadership Program (GEL)
for juniors & seniors

UPOP is MIT’s Undergraduate Practice Opportunities Program, a 
unique full-year co-curricular program open to all Institute sophomores.

 è Develop your leadership and business skills through workshops, professional 
networking, team-building exercises, and hands-on work experience (but don’t worry: 
we � t � exibly around your academic workload—and we always feed you!)

 è Enjoy 1:1 and small-group coaching with world-class industry and alum 
mentors as well as 1:1 guidance from UPOP staff with our walk-in open-door policy

 è Learn while you work in one of the fantastic companies or research labs 
worldwide that host UPOP interns. Industries include:

•  electronics  •  software  •  aerospace  •  energy  •  bioengineering 
•  fi nance  •  strategy consulting  •  life sciences  •  manufacturing

 è Employers seek out UPOP sophomores! Come and learn how this credit-
bearing program can jump-start your career!

“

“

I think of UPOP as a career 
success accelerator.”
John Chisholm  ’75    |  Founder CustomerSat 
& Decisive Tech, TedX presenter

UPOP is one of the most 
extraordinary programs 
MIT has to off er to its 
students, and plays a vital 
role in launching their 
professional careers. 
Experiences like UPOP set 
MIT students apart.”
Saad Zaheer ’09 UPOP alum

!

é    Sign up for Info Sessions!  é 

Kick-start your career

Absence of China’s presumptive 
new leader stokes rumor mills

BEIJING — The strange disappearance from public view of Chi-
na’s presumptive new leader is turning a year that was supposed to 
showcase the Communist Party’s stability into something of an annus 
horribilis.

Over the past week, the new leader, Xi Jinping, has missed at least 
three scheduled meetings with foreign dignitaries, including U.S. 
Secretary of State Hillary Rodham Clinton on Wednesday and the 
prime minister of Denmark on Monday. Speculation that his health, 
either physical or political, has prevented him from making public 
appearances is rife on the Chinese Internet, but there has been no 
official explanation for his absence. He was last seen in public Sept. 1.

Xi’s unexplained absences are especially conspicuous on the eve 
of what is supposed to be China’s once-in-a-decade transfer of power. 
It also adds to a litany of woes that have disrupted the Communist 
Party’s hopes for a seamless political transition.

On Wednesday, after Xi did not meet Clinton and Prime Minister 
Lee Hsien Loong of Singapore, diplomats said privately that he had 
a bad back.

On Monday, the situation got odder. Foreign journalists had been 
invited to a photo opportunity between Xi and Prime Minister Helle 
Thorning-Schmidt of Denmark. On Monday, however, the Foreign 
Ministry denied that any such meeting had been scheduled, and said 
other Chinese officials would meet the Danish leader.

“We have told everybody everything,” said a Foreign Ministry 
spokesman, Hong Lei.

—Ian Johnson, The New York Times 

BP to sell some Gulf of Mexico oil 
fields for about $5.6 billion

LONDON — BP agreed Monday to sell its stake in a group of oil 
fields in the Gulf of Mexico to Plains Exploration and Production Co. 
of Houston for about $5.6 billion.

The announcement comes as Robert W. Dudley, chief executive 
of BP, is raising money to pay for cleanup costs and potential fines 
resulting from a huge oil spill in the Gulf of Mexico in 2010.

BP has taken charges of $38 billion for the spill and could face sub-
stantially higher costs if it is found guilty of gross negligence in caus-
ing the disaster, which killed 11 people on the Deepwater Horizon rig 
and led to extensive cleanup efforts.

Dudley has been refocusing BP on high-risk, high-return frontier 
exploration and production, including deepwater fields. The com-
pany has said it is in talks to sell its 50 percent stake in its Russian 
affiliate, TNK-BP, which it considers a low-growth property.

The announced deal — of older, smaller assets in the Gulf of Mex-
ico — remains true to the effort to sell mature fields. Plains Explora-
tion, a midsize oil company with a market capitalization of about $5.2 
billion, has operations in California, the Gulf of Mexico and Texas.

—Stanley Reed, The New York Times

By Kareem Fahim
The New York Times 

BEIRUT — The top U.N. human 
rights official warned opposition 
fighters in Syria on Monday that 
they would not be immune from 
prosecution for atrocities, as videos 
from the Syrian city of Aleppo ap-
peared to show a mass execution by 
rebel fighters of bound and blind-
folded Syrian government soldiers.

One of the videos, first publi-
cized Monday on the Brown Moses 
blog, which curates and analyzes 
video evidence from Syria, showed 
at least 20 corpses lying in a crooked 
row on a bloodstained street curb. 
The victims wore fatigues but no 
shoes. Several appeared to have 
been shot in the head.

In that video and another that 
captured the same scene, differ-
ent rebel groups appear to take re-
sponsibility for the killings. It was 
impossible to immediately confirm 
the authenticity of the videos, or to 
determine exactly when and where 
they were recorded. If confirmed, 
the executions were likely to add 
to growing concerns about the 
conduct of the militias fighting to 
topple the Syrian president, Bashar 
Assad, and particularly their treat-
ment of prisoners.

In a brutal episode in late July, a 
group of rebel fighters were seen in 
a video executing several captives 
— members of an Aleppo family 
accused of being enforcers for the 
government — with a spray of gun-
fire. In recent days, other videos 

have captured summary executions 
by the rebels.

Speaking in Geneva on Monday, 
Navi Pillay, the U.N. High Commis-
sioner for human rights, warned 
of atrocities by both the govern-
ment and its opponents. Both, she 
said, “deploy snipers that target 
civilians.”

Pillay also said the Syrian gov-
ernment’s attacks on civilians and 
destruction of homes “may consti-
tute war crimes or crimes against 
humanity,” according to a transcript 
of Pillay’s remarks on her office’s 
website. And in a stern warning di-
rected at anti-government forces, 
Pillay noted the “undoubted climb 
in human rights violations” attrib-
uted to the rebels, including abduc-
tions and summary executions.

Spreading Palestinian economic 
protests focus on leaders

UN warns Syrian rebels over 
human rights violations

By Isabel Kershner
The New York Times 

HEBRON, West Bank — A week 
of Palestinian protests against ris-
ing prices and economic hardship 
erupted Monday into rioting against 
the Palestinian Authority in this city 
and others in the West Bank, pos-
ing a new challenge to the Western-
backed government that has worked 
to promote stability. Anger has most-
ly been directed at Salam Fayyad, the 
prime minister of the Palestinian Au-
thority, an internationally respected 
economist who has been widely 

credited abroad with shepherding 
the authority toward sound fiscal 
policies and the building of the insti-
tutions needed for a future state.

But a financial crisis caused in 
part by a shortfall in funds expect-
ed from international donors has 
forced Fayyad to introduce austerity 
measures. In Hebron, thousands of 
youths took to the streets Monday, 
furious that the president of the au-
thority, Mahmoud Abbas, had not 
fired Fayyad and instead had ex-
pressed support for him over the 
weekend.

Protesters hurled stones at City 

Hall and Police Headquarters here 
and smashed the windows of a mu-
nicipal fire truck. Toward evening, 
they faced lines of Palestinian secu-
rity officers clad in riot gear. The po-
lice officers acted with restraint, but 
when they were pelted with rocks by 
some of the protesters, they fired tear 
gas to disperse the crowd.

Stores were closed, and taxi and 
truck drivers went on strike and 
blocked roads to protest recent in-
creases in fuel prices. The Palestin-
ian Authority buys its gasoline from 
Israel, where the price rose sharply 
this month to more than $2 per liter.
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OPINION POLICY
Editorials are the official opinion of The Tech. They are 

written by the Editorial Board, which consists of Chairman 
Aislyn Schalck, Editor in Chief Jessica J. Pourian, Managing 
Editor Connor Kirschbaum, Executive Editor Ethan A. 
Solomon, and Opinion Editor Andy Liang.

Dissents are the signed opinions of editorial board 
members choosing to publish their disagreement with the 
editorial.

Letters to the editor, columns, and editorial cartoons are 
written by individuals and represent the opinion of the author, 
not necessarily that of the newspaper. Electronic submissions 
are encouraged and should be sent to letters@tech.mit.edu. 
Hard copy submissions should be addressed to The Tech, 
P.O. Box 397029, Cambridge, Mass. 02139-7029, or sent by 
interdepartmental mail to Room W20-483. All submissions are 
due by 4:30 p.m. two days before the date of publication.

Letters, columns, and cartoons must bear the authors’ 
signatures, addresses, and phone numbers. Unsigned letters 
will not be accepted. The Tech reserves the right to edit or 

condense letters; shorter letters will be given higher priority. 
Once submitted, all letters become property of The Tech, and 
will not be returned. Letters, columns, and cartoons may also 
be posted on The Tech’s Web site and/or printed or published 
in any other format or medium now known or later that 
becomes known. The Tech makes no commitment to publish 
all the letters received.

Guest columns are opinion articles submitted by members 
of the MIT or local community.

TO REACH US
The Tech’s telephone number is (617) 253-1541. E-mail 

is the easiest way to reach any member of our staff. If you 
are unsure whom to contact, send mail to general@tech.
mit.edu, and it will be directed to the appropriate person. 
You can reach the editor in chief by e-mailing eic@tech.mit.
edu. Please send press releases, requests for coverage, and 
information about errors that call for correction to news@
tech.mit.edu. Letters to the editor should be sent to letters@
tech.mit.edu. The Tech can be found on the World Wide Web 
at http://tech.mit.edu.
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By Keith Yost
Staff columnist

Game theory suggests that in the final 
sum of things, democratic politics is mostly 
about wooing the median voter, i.e. the in-
dividual or demographic whose inclusion 
will bring your coalition to 50.1 percent of 
the vote. Thus it comes as no surprise that 
in America, where the median voter is a 
middle-class voter, election-year rhetoric 
tends to focus on fetishizing those of mod-
erate income.

2012 is no exception. If you watched 
the Democratic National Convention last 
Thursday, you probably heard Joe Biden ut-
ter these lines:

“Barack and I are about growing this 
economy from the middle out. … When 
you do it that way, everybody does well 
… because the middle class have money 
in their pockets. They can go out and pur-
chase things that make the economy grow 
— and not only is sort of the American way, 
it’s also economically the best way to grow 
a country.”

The cult of the middle class doesn’t just 
count Democrats as members. I’m sure 
in the weeks to come, Mitt Romney and 
Paul Ryan will wax rhapsodically about 
whatever semi-professionals and middle 
managers they can claim familial relations 
with, as much as Biden deployed stories of 
his used-car salesman father to heap more 
worship on Middle America. But Biden’s 
convention appearance added a new and 
dangerous element to the middle-class my-
thology that deserves a thorough and im-
mediate debunking.

Specifically, Biden put forward a two-
part theory — first, that giving more money 
to the middle class was the best way to raise 
consumption, and second, that increasing 
consumption was the key to growing an 
economy.

The first part of Biden’s claim is false as 
a matter of record. The U.S. Panel Study of 
Income Dynamics shows that it is the poor, 
not the middle class, who save the least 
and consume the greatest fraction of their 
income. If raising consumption is the goal 
of economic policy, as is often the case in 
Keynesian stimulus, aiming transfer pay-
ments at the middle class is not the best ap-
proach. And looking at the data, it isn’t even 
the case that targeting economic stimulus 
toward the middle class would perform 
much better than spreading it across Amer-
ica equally. In the words of Paul Krugman, 
“There’s no obvious reason why consumer 

demand can’t be sustained by the spend-
ing of the upper class — $200 dinners and 
luxury hotels create jobs, the same way that 
fast food dinners and Motel 6s do.”

The second part of Biden’s claim con-
fuses a short-term economic phenomenon, 
increasing consumption in a recession to 
combat the paradox of thrift, for a long-
term formula for economic growth. Were 
it the case that economic growth hinged on 
low savings rates and large middle classes, 
it’s doubtful that China’s growth rate over 
the past two decades would have so greatly 
outpaced the United States’.

The generous interpretation of Biden is 
that he meant his comments only as a mat-
ter of short-term policy, a way to recover 
from shortfalls in aggregate demand and no 
more. But a more realistic reading is that he 
believes a permanent policy of taxing the 
rich to give to the middle class is a viable 
method for increasing economic growth, 
merely on the basis that the middle class 
consumes more and saves less as a fraction 
of its total income. Nothing could be further 
from the truth.

The simple way to think of things is 
this: in any given year, society has a limited 
pool of resources available to it. These re-
sources include everything from physical 
and human capital (factories, equipment, 
education), to natural resources (iron ore, 
oil, natural gas), to the man-hours of our 
laborers. And faced with this scarcity, soci-
ety is forced to choose what fraction of its 
resources to put toward the production of 
consumer goods, and what fraction will be 
put toward increasing its stock of resources 
in the next year. As the national savings 
rate increases, more of our resources are 
directed toward building factories, educat-
ing students, and otherwise improving our 
capacity to produce, but at the expense 
of present consumption. When the sav-

ings rate declines, the opposite happens 
— there is more to enjoy in the immediate 
present, but next year, because less savings 
meant fewer resources given to students, 
construction companies, and the like, there 
will be fewer college graduates, factories, 
and so on.

If we saved all of our income, we’d have 
the largest possible economy, but we’d nev-
er be spending any of it on ourselves — we 
would build more and more factories and 
train more and more workers until we got 
to the point we were only building new fac-
tories at the rate the existing ones depreci-
ated, only educating the next generation 
fast enough to replace those departing. And 
if we saved none of our income (which is 
roughly what has happened over the past 
decade), we would spend everything on 
ourselves, but not have much to spend. The 
ideal savings rate, the so-called “Golden 
Rule Savings Rate” where steady-state con-
sumption is maximized, lies somewhere in 
the middle.

Some economic growth comes natu-
rally. As the population grows, so does our 
supply of labor. As technology improves, 
so does the rate at which we convert our 
available resources into goods. But much of 
economic growth is due to changes in sav-
ings rates, the transition from a low-savings 
equilibrium to a high-savings equilibrium. 
Though much credit should be given to im-
proving institutions and diffusion of tech-
nology, most of today’s economic success 
stories from the developing world can be 
explained as a simple matter of capital for-
mation — as they devoted more and more 
of what they had toward the future, the fu-
ture grew brighter.

There’s no reason the United States 
can’t enjoy this same success story. It is 
universally recognized that our savings rate 
is below the golden rule rate. And so, while 
in the short run we may suffer from a para-
dox of thrift, in the long run we suffer from 
a paradox of extravagance — the more we 
try to raise our consumption, the lower our 
total consumption is.

For a democrat like Joe Biden, who 
wishes to increase government consump-
tion, raise taxes on private saving, and 
transfer wealth from those who would 
save to those who would continue our long 
spending binge, it would be convenient if 
voters bought his notion that these policies 
were a path to prosperity. For the middle 
class voter hoping to actually experience 
some prosperity, it would be better if they 
ignored Joe Biden.

Debunking the middle class

The generous 
interpretation of 
Biden is that he meant 
his comments only 
as a matter of short-
term policy, a way to 
recover from shortfalls 
in aggregate demand 
and no more.
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by Ryan North

[2729] 

page 9

by Jorge Cham
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The next day: ‘What? Six bank robberies!? But I just vandalized the library!’ ‘Nice try. They saw your plate with all the 1’s 
and I’s.’ ‘That’s impossible! I’ve been with my car the whole ti-- ... wait. Ok, wow, that was clever of her.’

Instructions: Fill in the grid so that each column, row, and 3 by 3 grid contains 
exactly one of each of the digits 1 through 9.

Instructions: Fill in the grid so that each column and row contains exactly one of 
each of the numbers 1–6. Follow the mathematical operations for each box.

Sudoku I
Solution, page 15

6 5
7 9 3 5 6

7 9
2 7 5

4 5 6 2 1 3
8 5 2
4 9

5 8 1 2 4
1 5

Techdoku I
Solution, page 15

6+ 30× 18×

75× 48×

3 24× 5×

4× 8× 18×

2− 5 2

12× 20×

Saturday Stumper by Lars G. Doubleday
Solution, page 12

ACROSS
	 1	Rhyming tequila brand
	 9	Palette user 
of old
	15	Tick, for 
example
	16	Was lost in thought
	17	Crash
	18	Part of the border 

between the two Congos
	19	Broad band of 
a sort
	20	Make easier 
to drive
	22	It makes it harder to drive
	23	Cup of Champagne
	25	Sphere of responsibility
	27	Screen villain in a Nehru 

jacket
	28	Bulge in a trunk
	31	Sound around the ears, 

perhaps
	33	Orchestration abbreviation
	34	Wait
	37	Lab fixture
	38	Eschews

	39	1099-__ 
(form prepared by banks)
	40	YMCA class
	41	Time called her the “soul 

of romantic comedy”
	42	Mop the floor with
	44	“. . . apparel 
__ proclaims the man”: 

Hamlet
	46	Kurt’s role in Tombstone
	50	Slip
	52	Only Indonesian-speaking 

President
	55	Pokémon Rumble 
platform
	56	Chalk user
	58	Black and Tan ingredient
	60	Simple life
	61	Academic rank
	62	Had great inspirations
	63	Salt flats, formerly

DOWN
	 1	Vespucci contemporary
	 2	Vespucci landfall of 1499
	 3	Grounds

	 4	National Fire Prevention 
Mo.

	 5	Audible mask
	 6	Queenly in-law of William 

of Orange
	 7	Reveal one’s gullibility
	 8	Joe DiMaggio mentor
	 9	Aaron Spelling alma mater
	10	Fathers of cygnets
	11	Name on the cover of My 

Life as an Explorer
	12	Opposite of “persona”
	13	Take it easy
	14	Group paid to strike?
	21	Leader of some parades
	24	Part of a field hockey 

uniform
	26	Cordon Bleu specialization
	29	Quixote’s real first name
	30	La Bohème hero
	32	Cry over 
spilt milk?
	34	Caesar subordinate
	35	Piquancy
	36	Sri Lankan export
	37	Vista

	38	Bug
	43	Boarding announcement
	45	It’s quick to mature
	47	Sophisticated
	48	Finished a wall, maybe
	49	Rankings

	51	Cape kin
	53	Quarter
	54	“Crocodile” Dundee’s 

other nickname
	57	Surfspeak approval
	59	Propeller center

[1105] License Plate

A WEBCOMIC OF ROMANCE,
SARCASM, MATH, AND LANGUAGE

by Randall Munroe
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Beaver Tails by Ranbel Sun

Instructions: Fill in the grid so that each column, row, and 3 by 3 grid contains exactly 
one of each of the digits 1 through 9.

Instructions: Fill in the grid so that each column and row contains exactly one of each 
of the numbers 1–6. Follow the mathematical operations for each box.

Sudoku II
Solution, page 9

4 6 1 9
1 5

9 5 4
7 6 2 4

9 4 8 2
5 1 3 7

8 6 2
2 8

6 1 7 5

Techdoku II
Solution, page 9

144× 15× 4×

6× 120× 7+

2 5 18×

75× 2

8+ 1−

8× 6÷ 5

PAID ADVERTISEMENT
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Bruno B. F. Faviero—The Tech

Fifteen teams from the MIT Founders’ Skills Accelerator and MIT Beehive Cooperative presented 
their entrepreneurial work last Saturday afternoon at Walker Memorial. The teams represented 
startups in the fields of energy, health care, and software, among others.

Elijah mena —The Tech

Benjamin R. Bond ‘13 juggles last Friday evening on Killian Court. The MIT Juggling Club holds regu-
lar meetings for people to drop in and juggle.

Solution to Techdoku II
from page 7

4 6 2 3 5 1
1 3 5 6 2 4
6 2 4 5 1 3
3 5 1 2 4 6
5 1 3 4 6 2
2 4 6 1 3 5

Solution to Sudoku II
from page 7

2 5 3 8 4 6 1 7 9
4 6 8 1 7 9 5 3 2
1 7 9 3 2 5 6 4 8
7 1 6 2 8 3 4 9 5
3 9 4 5 6 7 8 2 1
8 2 5 4 9 1 3 6 7
9 8 7 6 1 4 2 5 3
5 4 2 9 3 8 7 1 6
6 3 1 7 5 2 9 8 4

think about designing an envi-
ronment around the “university 
of the future.” Such a committee 
would have more students than 
faculty because, according to Reif, 
“[faculty] only know how we’re 
teaching … [you] know what you 
want to see.”

Reif said that some metrics of 
success in improving MIT’s resi-
dential education could include 
whether people want to employ 
the students and whether stu-
dents make a difference by creat-
ing entities, enterprises, and so 
forth. “To me, that is what mat-
ters,” said Reif, “And I just want to 
do that by using [MIT] technol-
ogy and recreating or reinventing 
what we do on campus.” 

Reif also considers impact 
an important measure, “Are the 
things we do changing the world? 
Making it a better place?”

EdX
One of the ventures that arose 

from Reif ’s interest in residential 
education while he was provost 
was edX, which Reif had a hand 
in creating. What began as MITx 
has, in the last six months, grown 
to contain classes from Harvard 
and the University of California, 
Berkeley. EdX is “moving quite 
well,” said Reif, hinting that many 
more schools may join edX in 
the future, though developments 
have been going “as fast as [they] 
can,” and “the platform that we 
developed is the one with the 
highest quality.”

“After we announced this … 
almost every institution you could 
think of contacted us to jump on 
that bandwagon,” said Reif, add-
ing that the goal for edX is for 
every institution to “bring some-
thing new to the table for the 
whole world to benefit.” 

“What we need to think about, 
and I mean collectively, not just 
me, … is how do we use that tool,” 
said Reif, referring to how edX 
might be used at MIT and other 
universities. Reif added that how 
MIT uses edX as a science and 
technology school may be differ-
ent than how other schools may 
use it, and “that requires a high 
degree of thinking.”

RLAD implementation
On June 2, a leaked letter from 

Chancellor Eric Grimson PhD ’80 
to the housemasters outlined the 
administration’s plan to place 
Residential Life Area Directors 
(RLADs) in nine undergraduate 
dorms. What followed was a nega-
tive response from many students 
over the facts that no students 
beyond a small committee under 
Grimson were consulted in the 
process. Additionally, it was an-
nounced after students had gone 
home for the summer and at a 
point where plans could not be 
changed to a substantial degree.

These events occurred before 
Reif officially became president, 
and he said that he does not know 
the details or specifics of that pro-
cess. However, Reif emphasized 
that it is very important to him 
that before decisions are made, 
those potentially affected are 
consulted. 

“At the end of the day, some-
body has to make a decision, but it 
has to happen after consultation, 
not behind closed doors and not 
informing [those affected],” said 
Reif. “That is the mental model I 
would like to proceed [with].”

MITIMCo
Faculty have recently raised 

concerns over the development 
of MIT-owned land in Cambridge. 
The MIT Investment Management 
Company (MITIMCo) has pro-
posed plans to allocate a signifi-
cant portion of MIT’s real estate to 
commercial development in long-
term leases. This would sharply 
constrain “future development of 
educational, housing, recreation, 
and academic research,” accord-
ing to the May/June 2012 Faculty 
Newsletter. The faculty, according 
to the newsletter, feel that MITIM-
Co’s plans would lead to “serious 
and irreversible damage to MIT’s 
future educational and research 
missions.”

“I think it is valid for people 
to be concerned about that,” 
said Reif, adding that the newly-
formed faculty task force on the 
issue should return with feedback 
to Provost Chris A. Kaiser PhD 
’88 toward the end of September, 
and Kaiser will then make rec-
ommendations to Reif. He added 
that MITIMCo’s plans have been 
carried out in “complete consen-
sus with the administration,” and 
agreed that the faculty task force 
would be the beginning of faculty 
input into future plans.

Student interaction
One other topic that Reif fo-

cused on during his acceptance 
speech was student interaction. 
Reif stated that he has plans, but 
hopes that students will give him 
feedback and ideas for what they 
want him to do. One of the main 
plans is having presidential office 
hours for the entire MIT commu-
nity, which will be announced 
“relatively soon.” Reif also intends 
on being out and about MIT by 
eating at dining halls on occa-
sion, going to music and sporting 
events, walking around campus, 
and taking morning and after-
noon breaks to get coffee and “see 
familiar faces and bump into [stu-
dents].” The Presidential Transi-
tion Advisory Committee is still 
gathering feedback for Reif from 
students and the MIT community. 

“I really do want the MIT stu-
dents to know that really actively 
care for them and the rest of the 
community,” said Reif.

A presidential focus
President before Reif, Susan. J. 

Hockfield focused heavily on put-
ting MIT’s weight behind develop-
ments in biotechnology and ad-
vanced manufacturing during her 
term. This focus influenced MIT’s 
research focus and relations with 
those industries. 

When asked about what might 
be his focus in the future, Reif said, 
“MIT has an amazing potential, 
and I would even say an obliga-
tion to attack the world’s greatest 
challenges. We have the some of 
the smartest students and faculty, 
and we should work together to do 
research into those challenges.”

Reif has some ideas for those 
challenges, but would like the 
students and faculty to identify 
specific topics that he can then 
support. He cited some important 
challenges as health, biotech, en-
ergy, poverty, and food technol-
ogy, among others, but said that 
“MIT should pick a few of those 
— not one, not two, but a few, and 
work on them.”

Reif’s first months 
as MIT’s president
Getting to know MIT community 
and making plans for the future
Reif, from Page 1

SMBC, from Page 5

EdX is ‘moving 
quite well,’ said 
Reif, hinting 
that many more 
schools may join 
edX in the future.
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ASA/
LEF

Dormcon East Campus

East Campus Courtyard, September 14th, 7:30PM-Midnight

present...and

Nemes - Paranoid Social Club - Rolltreppe

Cash bar provided by the Muddy Charles, 21+ with ID only.
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ROW FOR MIT! 
 

 
 

NO EXPERIENCE NECESSARY 
ONLY DRIVE AND DESIRE REQUIRED 

 
Become a DI varsity athlete in the ultimate team sport! 

 
For more information please contact: 

acbooth@mit.edu 

10% Discount on $15
(or more) order with MIT ID.

Royal Bengal
Boston’s only authentic Bengali Cuisine restaurant

Open Daily Except Monday 
11:30 am – 11:30 pm
Lunch Buffet $7.95
Reasonably Priced Dinners

313 Mass. Ave., Cambridge
(617) 491-1988

T: Red Line, Bus #1 – Central Square

Free delivery for orders over $10.
Take-out, platters, and catering available.
http://www.royalbengalrestaurant.com/

Receive free health and genetic screenings
Make a real difference in the lives of families 

SPERM DONORS

Invest minimal time

APPLY ONLINE:

                 SPERMBANK.com

Earn up to 

per month

- convenient Cambridge location

 

Contra Dance to Live Music! 
Group theory + banjos + twirling your partner = fun 
Tuesdays, 8 - 10:30 pm 
Beginner’s Night Sep. 11 
W20-491 (4th floor) 
Music by La Banane Enchantée! 

 

Israeli Dancing 
Wednesdays, 8 - 11 pm 

 

Beginner’s Nights @7:30: 10/3 Sala, 10/10 Lobdell 
 
 

International Folk Dancing 
Circle dances from the Balkans & more, 
in time signatures you’ve never heard of! 

    Sundays, 8 - 11 pm 
    Beginner’s Night Sep. 9 
    W20 Sala de Puerto Rico 
 
 

Free for MIT and Wellesley students! 
 

 MIT Folk Dance Club    http://mit.edu/fdc 

About the speakers

How can we preserve the 

integrity of sovereign borders 

while also respecting the 

dignity of human beings? 

How should a border

—that imaginary line in the 

sand—be humanely and 

e�ectively maintained? 

And how should we

regard "the stranger" in 

our midst?

Tues, Sept 11, 2012
5:00p - 6:30p
MIT Bldg E25-111  
45 Carleton St, Cambridge
Free and open to the public  

Book talk with Ananda Rose
Ananda Rose holds a doctorate 
from Harvard University. She is a

published poet, journalist, 
and theologian.  Her book, 

Showdown in the Sonoran Desert, 
Oxford University Press, 

was published in June 2012.

Co-sponsored by the MIT Center for International Studies and 
The Inter-University Committee on International Migration

Squamous cell lung cancer, sec-
ond in frequency only to adeno-
carcinoma of the lung, kills about 
50,000 people each year. That is 
more than are killed by breast can-
cer, colon cancer or prostate can-
cer. While as many as 30 percent 
of adenocarcinoma patients never 
smoked, well over 90 percent of 
squamous cell cancer patients are 
or were smokers.

Adenocarcinoma of the lung 
also can be easier to treat than 
squamous cell cancer. About 30 
percent of adenocarcinoma pa-
tients have mutations in their can-
cers that can be targeted by new 
drugs. Those drugs do not work in 
squamous cell cancers, whose mu-
tations are different.

The new study compared tumor 
cells from 178 squamous cell lung 
cancer patients to the patients’ nor-
mal healthy cells. More than 60 per-
cent of the tumors had alterations 
in genes used to make protein and 
lipid kinases, enzymes that are par-
ticularly vulnerable to the new crop 
of cancer drugs and for which many 
drugs are already available or are 
being tested in other cancers.

Kinases, explained Dr. Roy S. 
Herbst of Yale Cancer Center, who 
was not an author of the new study, 
function like on-off switches for cell 
growth. When they are mutated, the 
switches are stuck in an on position. 
About a dozen companies, he add-
ed, have drugs that block mutated 
kinases.

Yet even though the squamous 
cell cancers analyzed in the study 
often had kinase mutations, cells 
have many kinase genes and the 
mutations were different in differ-
ent patients.

“Unfortunately, what the Cancer 
Genome Atlas has revealed is that 
everyone’s cancer could be very dif-
ferent, said Dr. William Pao, a lung 
cancer researcher at the Vanderbilt-
Ingram Cancer Center and an au-
thor of the new paper. “The field is 

really moving toward personalized 
medicine.”

The study also found a real sur-
prise, Meyerson said, something 
that had not previously been seen 
in any cancer. About 3 percent of 
the tumors had a gene mutation 
that might allow them to evade the 
immune system. By coincidence, 
an experimental drug that unleash-
es the immune system was recently 
tested in lung cancer patients. Some 
of those who did not respond might 
have the mutation, he said.

Now the challenge is to put the 
findings to clinical use.

First, researchers have to estab-
lish that the mutations in question 
actually are essential to the tumors’ 
growth, said Dr. Bruce Evan John-
son, a lung cancer researcher at 
Dana-Farber and an author of the 
new paper. There are several steps: 
show that if the mutated gene is 
added to normal cells that they turn 
into cancerous cells, show that if the 
mutated gene is added to mice that 
they develop squamous cell lung 
cancers, and show that if the gene is 
turned off in cells grown in a labora-
tory, with a drug, for example, that 
the cells die.

Then come drug tests in patients. 
But if only a small percentage of pa-
tients have each of the mutations, 
that poses a problem. Ordinarily a 
few medical centers would enroll 
patients with a particular type of 
cancer, like squamous cell. But if, 
instead, squamous cell patients are 
subdivided according to their par-
ticular gene mutations, there would 
be too few for a drug test within a 
single institution or even several.

So the plan is to cast a wider net. 
The major medical centers intend 
to form a consortium. In it, each 
center would direct one or more 
studies of one mutation and one 

drug that might home in on the spe-
cific mutation. So even though only 
a small percentage of squamous 
cell cancer patients would have 
that mutation, patients across the 
country could be in a clinical trial 
of a targeted drug. A patient’s own 
doctor could administer the drug 
and the medical center directing 
the trial could analyze the data in 
partnership with the company that 
makes the drug.

That sort of system worked for 
adenocarcinoma, Johnson said, 
allowing researchers to test drugs 
that work for only 2 to 3 percent of 
patients.

And the work can move fast, he 
added. A Pfizer drug, crizotinib, 
which targets a rearranged gene in 
some adenocarcinomas, entered 
clinical trials in 2008 for lung can-
cers with the rearrangement. The 
results were reported in 2009 and 
were published in 2010. Crizotinib 
was approved in 2011 for patients 
with the gene rearrangement. The 
rearrangement was so rare that 
about 1500 patients were tested to 
find 82 whose cancers had it. They 
were the ones included in the study.

For Pfizer, the experience was 
transformative.

“The old way of doing clinical 
trials where patients are only tied 
together by the organ where there 
cancer originated, those days are 
passing,” said Dr. Mace Rothen-
berg, senior vice president of Pfizer 
oncology.

Johnson too sees it as a wave of 
the future.

“That was the first time we really 
went after the genetic abnormality,” 
he said.

Now, he said, with squamous 
cell cancer, “we are sort of where 
we were four or five years ago with 
adenocarcinoma.”

The challenge is to 
put the findings to 
clinical use.

Cancer research, from Page 1

Lung cancer treatment study 
Existing drugs could treat squamos cell lung cancer
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We invite all Juniors and Seniors to attend:

Fall Presentation
Date: Tuesday, September 11th

Time: 8:00 p.m.
Place: Stata Center, Building 32, Room 155

MIT Career Fair
Date: Friday, September 21st

Time: 11:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.
Place: Johnson Athletics Center (W 34)

We remind you that the resume submission deadline is 
September 30th. First round interviews will be held at career 
services on October 10th.

*Applicants must apply via www.joinbain.com AND Career Development Center.  
Please include a cover letter, resume and unofficial transcript.

Follow us @BainMIT

By Nora Vrublevska

Alexander Calder’s La Grande Voile (Big 
Sail) outside the Green Building is one of the 
modern sculptures seen on campus. The long 

exposure captures the fine 
texture of steel and bolts 
together with star and 
plane trails in the night 
sky. 

Institute Double Take

Solution to Crossword
from page 6

Aperture: 
ƒ/11

Exposure Time: 
16 min.

Film: 
Fuji Neopan Acros 100

Effective Focal Length: 
38 mm (60mm on medium format)

Want to gain 
marketable 
job skills?

E-mail 
join@tech.mit.edu

Join 
The Tech’s 
Technology 
department 
and learn 
how to use 
• Linux
• Apache
• PHP
• Python
• Perl
• OSX
• MySQL
• and more!
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HIGH  
HOLY  
DAYS@MIT 
Rosh Hashana   September 16-18 
Yom Kippur      September 25-26 

Conservative, Orthodox and 
Reform Rosh Hashana and Yom 

Kippur services on campus. 
 

Rosh Hashana Dinner 
Sunday, September 16,  7:30 p.m. 

FREE for MIT students 
$20 for others 

RSVP required: sign-up link at 
hillel.mit.edu or use the QR-code 

 

 

Complete High Holy Day schedule 
and meal reservations available at 

hillel.mit.edu 
 

253-2982    hillel@mit.edu 
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VIK MUNIZ
Waste Land Screening: October 2, 6:30 PM | E14 Little Theater
Presentation: October 3, 6:30 PM | Bartos Theater

JOHN AKOMFRAH AND LINA GOPAUL
Handsworth Songs Screening: October 29, 7:00 PM | Bartos Theater
The Nine Muses Screening & Discussion: October 30, 7:00 PM | ACT Cube

Artists and Community Planning
Presentation: September 24, 7:00 PM | Bartos Theater

MEL CHIN AND RICK LOWE

DON BYRON
Gospel Concert: October 27, 7:30 PM | Kresge
MIT Wind Ensemble Concert: March 16, 8:00 PM | Kresge

GUILHERME MARCONDES
Animation Demo & Discussion: January 24, 5:00 PM | MIT Museum

Moving Beyond Materiality
Panel Discussion: November 15, 6:30 PM | SA+P Long Lounge

TOMÁS SARACENO
MIT Center for Art, Science & Technology Visiting Artist

arts.mit.edu/va

2012-13 VISITING ARTISTS PROGRAM

gists can have greater impact on 
policy,” wrote the Belfer Center’s 
director, Graham Allison, in an 
email to The Tech. “That is a cen-
tral question for the Center for 
Science and International Af-
fairs, so we look forward to col-
laboration with her and others.”

Hockfield derives her relevant 
experience from advocating us-
ing research universities to pro-
mote innovation and economic 
growth during her presidency 
at MIT. In September 2006, MIT 
launched its Energy Initiative 
(MITEI) to improve energy sys-
tems to meet future needs, In 
June 2011, Hockfield was asked 
by President Barack Obama to 
co-chair the Advanced Manu-
facturing Partnership’s steering 
committee.

Although Hockfield will not 
teach any classes, Harvard stu-
dents will be able to interact with 
her through Belfer Center and 
HKS events and other activities, 
according to Ellwood.

“Following 14 years in aca-
demic leadership, the Kennedy 
School and the Belfer Center 
provide an ideal environment 
for reflection, study and conver-
sation. I’m delighted to join this 
remarkable community,” said 
Hockfield in a statement.

Although the visiting profes-
sor appointment is only for one 
year, Allison wrote, “If she want-
ed to stay longer at Belfer, we 
would love to have her.”

“I have long admired Susan 
Hockfield’s passion and dedi-
cation as a research scientist, 
university leader, and national 
policy advocate,” wrote Ell-
wood. “Hers is a track record of 
remarkable distinction, and we 
are thrilled to welcome Presi-
dent Hockfield to the Kennedy 
School.”

Hockfield will not 
teach any classes.

Hockfield at HKS
To spend one year as visiting prof
Hockfield, from Page 1
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Sunday, September 16th

M I T   L I S T   V I S U A L   A R T S   C E N T E R

EXHIBITION & LOTTERY » ON VIEW THROUGH SEPT. 16

GRADUATE STUDENT RECEPTION » Wed., Sept. 12, 5–7PM
LIVE MUSIC, FOOD, AND BEVERAGES 

GET ART! STUDENT LOAN ART PROGRAM

OPEN DAILY 12–6PM » HTTP://LISTART.MIT.EDU » BlDG. E-15 20 AMES ST.

import new_skills

def learnMarketableJobSkills():
    return linux, OSX, javascript, applescript, perl, python

if you.interest == True: 
    print "E-mail join@tech.mit.edu"

----:----F1 joinTechno.py       (Python)--L1--Top-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------

File   Edit   Options   Buffers    Tools   Im-Python   Python   Help
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Are you a 
tetris ninja?

Use your 
powers 

for good!

...by joining 
the production 
department at 
Th e Tech!
join@tech.mit.edu
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By Austin Osborne
sports writer

AFC East
1. New England Patriots (14-2)
2. Buffalo Bills (9-7)
3. New York Jets (9-7)
4. Miami Dolphins (2-14)
As long as Tom Brady and Bill 

Belichick are around, the Patriots 
will be one of the most dominant 
teams in the NFL. They’ve upgrad-
ed their receiving corps with the 
acquisition of Brandon Lloyd and 
hope to build on Rob Gronkows-
ki’s record-shattering 2011 cam-
paign. They also play in one of the 
easier divisions in the AFC, so they 
should have no problem cruising to 
the playoffs.

Buffalo started out last season 
strong on the legs of Fred Jackson 
until he suffered a leg injury that 
ended his year. The Bills proceeded 
to fade out of the picture, as they 
just could not replace Jackson’s 
production. This year, Jackson 
is healthy once again and Buf-
falo’s offense should put up a lot 
of points with Steve Johnson and 
ever-improving Harvard grad Ryan 
Fitzpatrick. They upgraded their 
pass rush in the offseason by sign-
ing one of the premier defensive 
ends in the league, Mario Williams. 
He will immediately improve a de-
fensive front that only amassed 29 
sacks last season, which was good 
for 27th in the league.

The media circus that is the 
New York Jets added perhaps one 
of the most polarizing players to 
ever play in the NFL, Tim Tebow. 
Considering he will primarily be 
the team’s backup, he has garnered 
much media coverage this summer 
and seems to have the locker room 
split as to what his role should be. 
Just know that if Mark Sanchez 
doesn’t improve significantly this 
season, fans will be clamoring for 
Tebow. No team can compete at 
a high level with the level of dis-
traction and disorder the Jets have 
in their locker room, so this year 
may be another one filled with 
underachievement.

Miami drafted their quarterback 
(QB) of the future last April, as they 
selected Ryan Tannehill, eighth 
overall from Texas A&M. Tannehill 
has many skeptics, however, and 
it remains to be seen whether or 
not he will be able to run an NFL 
offense. The Dolphins have more 
problems than their quarterback, 
however. With no receivers to speak 

of, Tannehill will not have many re-
liable targets to stretch the field and 
make plays, so the Dolphins may be 
in for another year of rebuilding.

AFC North
1. Baltimore Ravens (11-5)
2. Pittsburgh Steelers (11-5)
3. Cincinnati Bengals (10-6)
4. Cleveland Browns (2-14)
The AFC North always seems to 

come down to Baltimore and Pitts-
burgh. Baltimore has been known 
for the past decade for their suffo-
cating defense, with the main fig-
urehead being middle linebacker 
(LB), Ray Lewis. Lewis is entering 
his 13th season, but even at 37, he 
doesn’t appear to be slowing down. 
The loss of Terrell Suggs will defi-
nitely impact the Ravens’ going for-
ward, but not enough to stop them 
from fighting it out for the division 
crown. Joe Flacco has now proven 
that he can win in the playoffs, and 
the Ravens have one of the best 
runningbacks (RB) in the league, 
Ray Rice.

The Steelers always seem to be 
involved come January. Like the 
Ravens, they also pride themselves 
on strong defense and power run-
ning. QB Ben Roethlisberger will 
be aiming to make up for his aw-
ful performance in the 2012 playoff 
game against an inferior Denver 
Broncos team. With much of the 
team returning this season, the 
Steelers will continue to search for 
their seventh Super Bowl victory.

Cincinnati was one of the sur-
prises last season, led by rookies 
Andy Dalton and A.J. Green. With 
a full year and a full training camp 
(last season, training camp was 
canceled due to the lockout), they 
should both see massive improve-
ments on their already impressive 
rookie seasons. It will remain to 
be seen whether or not their de-
fense will be able to keep up with 
the bruising style of the Ravens and 
Steelers, but they should be able 
to hold their own and be in prime 
position to make their second con-
secutive playoff appearance.

There isn’t much to look forward 
to in Cleveland this season. The 
only real bright spots on the team 
are offensive lineman Joe Thomas, 
cornerback (CB) Joe Haden, and 
new rookie RB Trent Richardson. 
Other than Thomas, however, the 
Browns don’t have much of an of-
fensive line to speak of, and they 
also have no QB to force defenses 
to respect the pass. This may mean 
that Richardson is in for a rough 
rookie season. Especially in this 
division, which is considered by 
many to be the best in football, 
Cleveland has no chance to com-
pete this year.

AFC West
1. Oakland Raiders (10-6)
2. Denver Broncos (9-7)
3. San Diego Chargers (6-10)
4. Kansas City Chiefs (2-14)
Last season, Oakland made a 

huge splash by trading many of 
their future draft picks for former 
Cincinnati pro-bowler Carson 
Palmer. Palmer was fairly effec-
tive for the Raiders, even with his 
16 interceptions in 10 games, and 
he brings some stability to a posi-
tion that has lately been filled by 
the likes of Jamarcus Russell, Jason 
Campbell, and Bruce Gradkowski. 
They also have a promising young 
stud RB in Darren McFadden who 
should be able to loosen up the 
passing game for Palmer by forc-
ing the defense to respect the run. 
In this incredibly weak division, the 
Raiders may have just enough to 
sneak into the playoffs and make a 
run.

Denver has been a media circus 
for the past 12 months. First, it was 
Tim Tebow’s magical run to lead 
the Broncos to their first playoff win 
since 2006. Then, in the offseason, 
news broke that Denver had signed 
Peyton Manning after coming off 
multiple neck surgeries. This was 
an incredibly risky move, but it may 
just pay off. Denver’s success last 
season was due in large part to their 
stifling defense and clutch kicking. 
They seemed to be winning in spite 
of Tebow (even though he was re-
ceiving the majority of the credit for 
the wins). If Manning can provide 
even half of the production that he 
did in Indianapolis, the Broncos 
could be a very formidable team 
this season. This is moot, however, 
if Manning’s neck isn’t completely 
healed or affects his throwing mo-
tion too much.

The Chargers are an enigma. 
They seem to be favored every year, 

and every year they start off slowly 
and come around too late. They 
certainly have enough talent to be a 
Super Bowl contender, anchored by 
QB Philip Rivers and tight end An-
tonio Gates, but they never are able 
to take advantage of all their talent. 
There is no reason to believe this 
season will be any different. They 
lost their best wide receiver, Vin-
cent Jackson, to Tampa Bay, which 
will really slow down their passing 
attack which used to be so deadly 
. Without one of their biggest play-
makers in Jackson , San Diego will 
probably be another middle-of-
the-pack team.

Kansas City (KC) is another 
team with plenty of talent to suc-
ceed, but they never seem to be 
able to compete at a high level. 
It may be due to the quarterback 
play of Matt Cassel. After filling in 
admirably for Tom Brady when he 
went down with a knee injury, Cas-
sel signed with the Chiefs in hopes 
that he would revive the franchise. 
He showed promise in 2010, amass-
ing over 3,000 yards and earning a 
quarterback rating of 93.0 (league 
average is between 75.0 and 85.0), 
but he was not performing well 
in 2011 before he got injured. The 
Chiefs also lost their star RB Ja-
maal Charles to a season-ending 
ACL tear, which could sap some of 
the speed and quickness that he is 
known for. With Dwyane Bowe on 
the outside, this offense has incred-
ibly high potential to be danger-
ous if Cassel can replicate his 2010 
season. On defense, LB Tamba Hali 
and CB Brandon Flowers are some 
of the most underrated and under-
appreciated players in the league. 
In the end, KC just has too many 
holes, including questionable QB 
play, to compete this year.

AFC South
1. Houston Texans (12-4)
2. Tennessee Titans (6-10)
3. Indianapolis Colts (6-10)
4. Jacksonville Jaguars (2-14)
The Houston Texans are my per-

sonal pick to represent the AFC in 
the Super Bowl this season. If QB 
Matt Schaub hadn’t gotten injured 
at the end of last year, this Texans 
team would have been poised to 
make a deep run in the playoffs. 
They have very few weaknesses at 
any position, although the loss of 
Mario Williams will hurt this fero-
cious pass rush. Defensive end J.J. 
Watt will have to fill the gap left by 
Williams, but he should be up to 
the challenge. They have one of the 

most athletically gifted wide receiv-
ers (WR) in the league in Andre 
Johnson, and Schaub has the abil-
ity to pick secondaries apart if given 
the time.

The Titans have decided to turn 
the offense over to second-year QB 
Jake Locker, who was very impres-
sive last year in four starts, going 
undefeated and having a passer 
rating near 100. They hope to get 
more production from star RB 
Chris Johnson this season as well, 
as he had a number of rough games 
last year. The addition of Kamerion 
Wimbley should help a very young 
and inexperienced defense, but 
Tennessee will struggle to pick up 
wins this season.

Indianapolis is going through a 
complete rebuilding of their roster. 
With the loss of a player of Peyton 
Manning’s caliber, many organiza-
tions would spend years attempt-
ing to replace the production lost. 
But like the Packers a few years ago 
with Aaron Rodgers replacing Brett 
Favre, the Colts seem to already 
have solidified their new quarter-
back of the future in first overall 
pick, Andrew Luck. Luck has been 
highly touted by draft experts and 
football analysts alike. His career 
at Stanford was extraordinary, and 
he is said to be the most complete 
quarterback prospect since none 
other than Peyton himself. It will be 
interesting to watch Luck develop 
this season, but until the Colts sur-
round him with more talent, I don’t 
see them making much of a splash 
in the very tough AFC.

Jacksonville simply lacks the 
talent to compete. Outside of Mau-
rice Jones-Drew, the Jaguars really 
do not have any offensive weap-
ons. They signed former Cowboys 
WR Laurent Robinson, who had 
a good year last year, but that may 
be because most of the defense’s 
attention was diverted to Dez Bry-
ant, Miles Austin, and Jason Wit-
ten. They also drafted Oklahoma 
State WR Justin Blackmon, but he 
was shortly thereafter arrested for 
a DUI. There is no doubt that he 
has talent, but these off-field dis-
tractions may cause more prob-
lems for the Jags in the long run. 
Second-year QB Blaine Gabbert 
looked absolutely horrendous at 
times last year, but for now he is all 
Jacksonville has. They hope that he 
can develop some this year and cut 
down on the interceptions, but this 
already has the makings of a lost 
season.

No team can 
compete at a high 
level with the level 
of distraction 
and disorder the 
Jets have in their 
locker room.

New England Patriots expected to dominate AFC East
Baltimore and Pittsburgh will lead the AFC North as Schaub and the Texans take the South 

Guadalupe Fabre

The offensive line prepares for the football to be snapped during the team’s season-opening game against Becker College. The 
team won 28-21.

Solution to Techdoku I
from page 8

2 4 5 3 1 6
5 1 2 6 4 3
3 5 6 4 2 1
1 3 4 2 6 5
4 6 1 5 3 2
6 2 3 1 5 4

Solution to Sudoku I
from page 8

1 2 3 4 9 6 5 7 8
7 9 8 3 1 5 4 6 2
5 6 4 7 2 8 3 1 9
6 3 2 1 7 4 9 8 5
9 4 5 6 8 2 1 3 7
8 1 7 9 5 3 2 4 6
4 7 6 2 3 9 8 5 1
3 5 9 8 6 1 7 2 4
2 8 1 5 4 7 6 9 3

write for us
e-mail join@tech.mit.edu

Be a PENguin
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20108 90973 38117 20691 91209 22710

23005 07550 83084 97408 27983 60425

00991 70139 08102 03440 30972 60209

30590 95696 50700 57018 00192 72109

17004 41009 39062 08566 07069 40611

86270 50880 23172 34090 10709 06908

NSA is coming to MIT 
Friday, September 21

(1 of 3)

You go to MIT.
You figure it out.

NSA_MIT_Concept1_081612.indd   1 9/4/12   10:33 AM
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FINALLY! SOMETHING 
YOU CAN DO AT COLLEGE 

THAT YOU CAN TELL 
YOUR PARENTS ABOUT!

1 800 BLUEMANCHARLES PLAYHOUSE
74 WARRENTON ST., BOSTON BLUEMAN.COM

TICKETMASTER 800.982.2787
GROUP SALES 617.542.6700 

By Phil Hess
daper staff

It was a fine start to the 
2012 season for the No. 30 
MIT women’s tennis team as 
the Engineers downed As-
sumption College, 9-0. Junior 
Lauren C. Quisenberry and 
freshman Victoria Tam got 
things started for MIT with an 
8-0 win at No. 1 doubles.

After the win at No. 1 dou-
bles, the duo of Michelle M. 
Dutt ’15 and Sunnie E. Lampl 
’16 scored an 8-0 win in their 
match at No. 3 to give the 
Engineers a 2-0 advantage. 
Junior Julia C. Hsu ’14 and se-
nior Candace Wu ’13 complet-
ed the doubles sweep with an 
8-2 win at No. 2.

Quisenberry continued to 
cruise in singles play, taking 
the easy 6-0, 6-0 win in the 
No. 1 singles match. Vynnie 
J. Kong ’15 clinched the team 
win for MIT at No. 2 with a 
6-0, 6-1 win. MIT went on to 
take the remaining singles 
matches in straight sets as 
well, with Wu wining 6-0, 6-1 
at No. 3 and Tam taking a 6-2, 
6-1 win at No. 4. Dutt and Hsu 
completed the sweep for the 
Engineers, with Dutt coming 
out on top by a 6-1, 6-2 score 
at No. 5 and Hsu gaining the 
6-3, 6-1 decision at No. 6.

MIT will open the New 
England Women’s and Men’s 
Athletic Conference play at 
Springfield College on Sep-
tember 15th, its next match. 

Women’s tennis 
wins first game
MIT crushes Assumption, 9-0

Brittney johnson

Julia C. Hsu ’14 reaches for a volley in doubles tennis. She 
and Candace Wu ’13 won the match with a score of 8-2, con-
tributing to an overall 9-0 win for the women’s tennis team 
last Saturday.

The Tech is looking for bloggers.

Be a part of The Tech’s 
newest department.

E-mail join@tech.mit.edu


