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LamineTouré leads Rambax’s performance on the Student Center steps Saturday. The Senegalese
percussion group performed traditional rhythms such as “Kaolack” using mainly Sabar drums. Several
audience members danced throughout the concert.

No '16s to come from waitlist

70 percent accept admission, highest yield ever

By Jessica J. Pourian
EDITOR IN CHIEF

For the first time in seven years,
no students will be admitted off the
waitlist for the incoming freshman
class. By last Tuesday, 1,130 pro-
spective students, or 70 percent of
admitted students, confirmed their
enrollment at MIT for the coming
fall — MIT’s highest yield ever.

According to Dean of Admis-
sions Stuart Schmill ‘86, 100 fewer
students were admitted this year
relative to last year, to create the

same size class as the 2015s. The
admissions office chose to lessen
the number of students admitted
because early admissions was re-
instated at Harvard and Princeton
last year; since applicants who were
interested in those schools might
have already been admitted during
the early admissions cycle, those
applying to MIT were more likely to
say yes.

“Students who applied early
to one of those schools and were
admitted may not have applied to
us,” Schmill wrote in an email to
The Tech , “where in the past they

Free Wi-Fi on the Common

might have [applied to MIT]” To
estimate just how many students
to accept — such that the class size
would work out right — admissions
checked yield numbers from when
Harvard and Princeton previously
had early admission programs.

“[We] thought the yield would
go up about 2 percentage points —
not the 4 points it actually went up,’
Schmill said.

The admissions office was “fully
expecting” to take students from the
waitlist this year and were “disap-

Admissions, Page 10

Course 6 develops
new “Super” UROPs

Students can commit to year-long
research project & earn certificate

By Deborah Chen
NEWS EDITOR

Starting Fall 2012, juniors and se-
niors in Course 6 will have the option
to participate in the Advanced Un-
dergraduate Research Program, also
known as the “Super” UROP. Students
in the program commit to a full year
of research with their chosen lab or
group, as well as two semesters of the
six-unit 6.UAR (Preparation for Un-
dergraduate Research) class, which
focuses on topics such as choosing
and developing a research topic, in-
dustry best practices, and presenta-
tion skills.

50 students will be named “Un-
dergraduate Research and Innova-
tion Scholars,” and will be assigned an
industry mentor (in addition to their
faculty supervisor). They will also re-
ceive $3,000 a semester for 10 hours/
week of UROP work. Their faculty

Prerequisites

The “Super” UROP program
primarily targets Course 6
students with previous UROP
or industry experience.

Semester 1

Students take 6.UAR: Prepa-
ration for undergraduate re-
search, and a UROP for pay

or credit. 50 named scholars
recieve $3,000 per semester
for 10 hours of work per week.

supervisors will receive $4,000 to sup-
port the student for the entire year.

Students who complete the pro-
gram will earn a certificate in ad-
vanced undergraduate research,
which will be offered in a variety of
fields, including artificial intelligence,
computer systems, and nanotechnol-
ogy, among others. Those who are not
funded through the scholars program
can still earn the certificate and re-
ceive normal UROP funding or aca-
demic credit instead. “Super” UROP
targets those who wish to make a big-
ger commitment to their research and
have had previous UROP or industry
experience.

Anantha P. Chandrakasan, Course
6 department head, said that the pro-
gram was born out of a desire to give
students the opportunity to connect
with faculty and have a deeper re-

Super UROP, Page 9

Semester 2

Students will continue with
6.UAR and their UROP Upon
completion, a certificate in ad-
vanced undergraduate research
will be awarded. More info at
http://superurop.eecs.mit.edu

UROP 6.UAR 6.UAR
(P/D/F) or pay (A/B/C/D/F) (A/B/C/D/F)
6 units 6 units
OR AND AND
Previous UROP UROP
industry (P/D/F) or pay (P/D/F) or pay
experience 10 hrs/week 10 hrs/week
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Boston Common recently made
the jump to the 21st century when the
378-year-old park became equipped
with free wireless Internet.

The project began in February, said
Bob Tumposky, deputy director for
management information services at the
Boston Redevelopment Authority, in a
statement to The Boston Globe.

Before this, people in the Park Street
area looking to browse the web had to
seek cafés and libraries to access the
Internet. With the new installation in
place, visitors can enjoy the Internet
throughout the entire park.

IN SHORT

May 11 is the last day for tests! Anony-
mously report any end-of-term violations
to http://ua.mit.edu/committees/scep/
violations.

The 2012 MIT Leaders for Global Opera-
tions Conference will take place on Tues-

Networking provider Anaptyx ap-
proached the city, offering to test new
facilities on the Common that would
provide free Wi-Fi. The Boston Depart-
ment of Innovation and Technology is
sponsoring this project, which is sup-
posed to cost the city less than $10,000
for installation costs. Anaptyx is donat-
ing all of the equipment, estimated to
cost between $8,000 and $9,000.

Boston Common is not the first city
park to get free wireless Internet — Cen-
tral Park has areas with free Wi-Fi that
were instituted last summer.

—Jessica J. Pourian

day from 9 am. to 5 p.m., and Wednesday
from 9 am. to 1:30 p.m., in E51-115.

The 2.007 Design Competition is on
Wednesday 6:30 p.m. - 10 p.m. at the John-
son Ice Rink.

Send news information and tips to
news@tech.mit.edu.

SaveTFP held a stress-relieving dog-petting study break in \W20-407 yesterday. Doz-
ens of students attended and pampered the six dogs.
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Executive chairman of Spain’s
troubled Bankia resigns

MADRID — Rodrigo Rato, executive chairman of Bankia,
Spain’s largest real estate lender, resigned Monday before
an anticipated government recapitalization of the company,
which is sitting on 32 billion euros, or $42 billion, in troubled
assets.

Rato, a former finance minister and past managing direc-
tor of the International Monetary Fund, is the most prominent
Spanish banker to quit since the start of the eurozone’s sover-
eign debt crisis, which has raised concerns not only about the
solvency of Spain’s banks but of its economy as a whole.

While the government and the central bank have been de-
bating in recent days how to clean up the balance sheets of the
most troubled banks, Spain’s prime minister, Mariano Rajoy,
confirmed Monday that a rescue plan could involve public
money. Earlier, he had pledged not to make taxpayers bear the
cost of saving the banks.

Bankia is now expected to receive 7 billion to 10 billion eu-
ros, or $9 billion to $13 billion, of additional state money in the
form of convertible bonds, according to reports Monday in the
media in Spain.

—Raphael Minder, The New York Times

Buffett’s politics cast shadow
over Berkshire meeting

OMAHA, Nev. — “When Charlie and I took this job, we did
not agree to put our citizenship in a blind trust.”

That’s what Warren Buffett said here over the weekend at
Berkshire Hathaway’s annual meeting when confronted by a
shareholder complaining that Buffett had become a public ad-
vocate for President Barack Obama and the so-called “Buffett
Rule,” which seeks to raise the tax rate on wealthiest Americans.

Buffett’s longtime business partner, Charlie Munger, vice
chairman of Berkshire, quickly quipped that his partner’s posi-
tion on taxes “has reduced my popularity around my country
club”

It also appeared to reduce Buffett’s popularity among some
shareholders. Buffett’s comments came after the investor had
submitted a question, which echoed the thoughts of many oth-
ers: “My 84-year-old father won’t invest in Berkshire because
of your stance on taxes.” Buffett replied with a zinger: “Sounds
like your father should buy stock in Fox.”

—Andrew Ross Sorkin, The New York Times

US and Europe warn Iran
on nuclear talks

The United States on Monday injected a note of caution into
the mood of optimism surrounding recently revived talks on
Iran’s contentious uranium enrichment program, calling on
the Iranians to take “urgent, practical steps” to prove their sin-
cerity in complying with obligations on the nonproliferation of
nuclear weapons. The European Union was more direct, asking
Iran to suspend the enrichment, a step that Iran has said it will
never take.

The U.S. and European statements, made at an internation-
al nonproliferation conference in Vienna, may have reflected
diplomatic posturing two weeks before the next planned round
of negotiations with Iran on the uranium enrichment dispute,
to be convened in Baghdad. But the statements also seemed to
suggest the atmosphere of good will in seeking to resolve the
dispute diplomatically may have begun to fade.

Positive statements on all sides after the first round of re-
sumed negotiations in Istanbul last month, the first such nego-
tiations in more than a year, had helped to ease rising tensions
and had diminished speculative talk of a possible military at-
tack on Iran’s uranium enrichment facilities by Israel, which
regards Iran as its most dangerous adversary.

—Rick Gladstone, The New York Times
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Amid protests, Vladimir Putin
returns to presidency in Russia

By Ellen Barry
and Sophia Kishkovsky

THE NEW YORK TIMES

MOSCOW — In the lustrous,
vaulted throne room of the czars
who came before him, Vladimir Pu-
tin on Monday reclaimed the Rus-
sian presidency. A 30-gun salute
cracked over the eerie quiet of the
city, and Russia’s defense minister
returned to Putin the black suitcase
that contains the controls to a vast
nuclear arsenal.

Outside the Kremlin walls, Putin
announced his return in another
way. Police swept boulevards and
squares detaining anyone they saw
wearing white ribbons, the sym-
bol adopted by anti-Putin activists.
Camouflaged riot police charged
into cafes and restaurants in search
of protesters, in one spot sending
cups and glasses flying. Once in po-
lice custody, scores of young men
were referred to draft offices.

The clampdown underlined the
challenge ahead of Putin, who even
as the sweeps were taking place
promised to expand Russians’ rights
and freedoms, as well as their di-

rect participation in government.
Though he handily won presidential
elections in March, Putin, 59, faces
arising generation with no recollec-
tion of the Soviet system that shaped
his worldview. They do not fear the
state, and they are apparently pre-
pared to fight for power from below,
said Alexander Rahr, a Russia expert
with the German Council on For-
eign Relations.

“He is caught in the understand-
ing that he is the savior of Russia,
that everything depends on him,
Rahr said. “He sees himself as a his-
torical figure already, a man who
prevented the collapse of the coun-
try. The problem is, now he has to
meet the real demands of people
who are 30 years younger than him.”

The eve of Putin’s inauguration
brought violent clashes between
police and protesters — a jarring
development in a city that in recent
months has become accustomed to
large, peaceful rallies.

A buoyant march Sunday turned
violent after a column of radical ac-
tivists tried to break through a po-
lice column in an apparent effort to
reach the Kremlin. Police officers

in riot gear charged into the crowd
trying to drag out people who had
pelted them with smoke bombs and
rocks, and beating some with night-
sticks. Putin’s spokesman, Dmitry
S. Peskov, responded by saying that
the police reaction was too gentle,
and he would have liked to see them
crack down harder.

By Monday evening, more than
700 protesters had been detained,
though many were released almost
immediately. Officials said 29 offi-
cers were injured Sunday, and state-
controlled television — the primary
source of information for most of
the country — featured sympathetic
interviews with uniformed officers
lying on beds in a hospital ward.

Officials made it clear that au-
thorities would hesitate to sanction
future marches.

Nevertheless, scattered groups
of protesters staged actions timed to
Putin’s inauguration.

“Up until now, all was peaceful,”
said Alexei Yeryomin, 40, an art di-
rector for a magazine. “But the first
blood has been spilled, and know-
ing the Russian character, the situa-
tion will now be unpredictable.”

Obama hands Congress a five-
point economic to-do list

By Jackie Calmes
THE NEW YORK TIMES

WASHINGTON — With a polar-
ized Congress already on the de-
fensive, President Barack Obama
on Tuesday will outline a five-point
“to do” list for lawmakers that pack-
ages job creation and mortgage re-
lief ideas he has proposed before,
administration officials say.

Obama will present the election-
year list during a visit to a university
science complex in Albany, NY. The
components of his challenge to Con-
gress — and to the Republican-led
House in particular — will be a fea-
ture of his appearances throughout
the spring, aides said.

For example, while in Reno, Nev.,
during a trip West this week mostly
to raise campaign money, Obama
will push one of the proposals, to al-
low more families who are current
on their mortgages to refinance at
lower interest rates. Nevada, a swing

state critical to his re-election, is
among the places hit hardest by the
housing bust.

The president’s pitch Tuesday,
at the College of Nanoscale Science
and Engineering at the State Univer-
sity of New York, will underscore the
obstructions he has faced from Re-
publicans, and at a time when critics
across the political spectrum are as-
sailing a “do-nothing Congress.”

But Obama is at some risk of
seeming impotent in the face of his
opposition, and House Republicans
complain that their own ideas have
languished in the Democratic-con-
trolled Senate.

“I don’t think Congress will act
because the president says Congress
must act” Jay Carney, the White
House press secretary, said Mon-
day, without describing the propos-
als Obama would push. “I think the
Congress will act because the people
that sent them here are insisting that
they act”

Each lawmaker, he said, “has to
explain to his or her constituents
what they did while they were in
Washington these past two years.
Did they just say no? Did they just
block every effort put forward to help
the economy grow and create jobs?
Or did they actually try to work con-
structively to get something done?”

Several of the proposals Obama
is demanding are business tax cuts.
One would provide a 20 percent tax
credit for companies that move over-
seas operations back to the United
States; the revenue cost would be
offset by eliminating deductions for
companies’ costs of relocating busi-
ness abroad.

A proposed 10 percent income
tax credit would go to small busi-
nesses that add employees or in-
crease wages, and Obama would
extend through this year a mea-
sure allowing businesses to write
off the full cost of investments in
equipment.

Unsettled weather
moving into the region

By Roman Kowch
STAFF METEOROLOGIST

The heaviest rainfall seems
most probable during Wednes-
day and Thursday. Despite the
expected rain and cloud cover,
temperatures shouldn’t be too
chilly. A weak southerly flow will
maintain highs in the 60s°F (16-
20°C) from Wednesday through
Friday. By the end of that time
frame, the cold front should fi-
nally push out of New England
and allow clear weather to over-
spread the area. But meanwhile,
make sure to carry an umbrella
for most of this week!

An area of high pressure sit-
ting just off Cape Cod last night
will drift away today. Rainy con-
ditions from an approaching
low pressure system will move
in from the West, bringing an
end to the sunny weather of the
past two days. The rain, howev-
er, will stick around for a while,
perhaps until Friday as the as-
sociated warm and cold fronts
stall over the area by mid-week.

Extended Forecast

Today: Showers likely. High 62°F (17°C). S wind at 15-20
mph.

Tonight: Evening showers. Low 54°F (12°C). S wind at 15
mph.

Tomorrow: Widespread showers. High 67°F (19°C). SW
wind at 10-15 mph.

Thursday: Cloudy. Chance of showers. High near 64°F
(18°C). Low near 53°F (12°C).

Friday: Showers ending, clearing skies. High near 59°F
(15°C). Low near 50°F (10°C).
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Europe focuses on growth,
but is divided on path ahead

By Nicholas Kulish

THE NEW YORK TIMES

BERLIN — In the volatile after-
math of raucous elections, which
nearly destroyed the political estab-
lishment in Greece and ended 17
years of conservative reign in France,
the emphasis across Europe, even in
the austerity heartland of Germany,
has shifted to the very real problem
of growth for the stagnant Continent.

But there are few ready answers
for how to turn around recessionary
economies during a major sovereign
debt crisis, and it will take weeks
of contentious wrangling to deter-
mine whether the Germans can be
pressed to make more than cosmetic
changes to their focus on fiscal disci-
pline for all.

At the ascetic end are modest
concessions by Germany to repack-
age existing initiatives to be more
supportive of growth. At the opposite
extreme, particularly in countries
plagued by soaring unemployment,
are calls to unleash the European
Central Bank to intervene more ag-
gressively in bond markets and for
governments to use the credit of

the strongest European countries to
support growth in the weaker ones
through common “euro bonds.”

Francois Hollande, who defeated
President Nicolas Sarkozy in Sun-
day’s runoff election in France, has
provided a rallying point for those
across Europe who support stimu-
lus spending to promote short-term
growth as the way out of the crisis.
But he will face a difficult path if he
cannot budge Chancellor Angela
Merkel of Germany away from her
insistence on austerity.

“By himself, Hollande can-
not change the world,” said Peter
Bofinger, a prominent economist
on Merkel’s independent council of
economic experts. “There are laws
of economic gravity, and if he alone
says ‘I'm willing to accept higher def-
icits, the risk is high that the markets
will force him to give in”

Bofinger said that what was
needed was to slow down spending
cuts for countries in the midst of re-
cession and “a transfer of fiscal sov-
ereignty to the euro-area level” as a
step toward euro bonds. But he said
that such an approach was still ex-
tremely unpopular in Germany.

Merkel left no doubt about
whether she was ready to embrace
the most radical measures, strongly
rejecting Hollande’s suggestion that
European leaders reopen a compact
on deficit reduction that they adopt-
ed in March.

“We in Germany are of the opin-
ion, and so am I personally, that the
fiscal pact is not negotiable,” Merkel
said at a news conference in Berlin.
“It has been negotiated and has been
signed by 25 countries.”

Hollande’s victory is a significant
moment in Europe’s continuing ef-
forts to manage the crisis, ejecting
Merkel’s closest collaborator, Sar-
kozy, from office. But it remains to be
seen whether Hollande’s election is a
real turning point or Merkel is able to
stick to austerity while making only
symbolic gestures toward flexibility
on the margins.

“Everyone’s talking about some
kind of space between structural re-
forms, like liberalizing labor markets,
and the kind of direct stimulus Ger-
mans call crude Keynesian measures
on the other hand,” said Hans Kund-
nani, a Germany expert at the Euro-
pean Council on Foreign Relations.

Changes in Paris may better fit
economic conditions in the US

By Annie Lowrey
THE NEW YORK TIMES

WASHINGTON — With the vic-
tory of the Socialist candidate, Fran-
cois Hollande, in the French presi-
dential election, the White House
haslost one of its closest allies on the
Continent, but perhaps gained one
with economic policy beliefs more
closely aligned with its own.

Hollande is virtually unknown
in Washington, and his policy posi-
tions on both domestic and inter-
national affairs remain only lightly
sketched out. That is in stark contrast
to the departing president, Nicolas
Sarkozy, whose frequent discussions
with and ardent defense of the White
House earned him the nickname
“Sarko the American” back home.

But in the past few months, Sar-
kozy has parted from the White
House in his support of the Ger-
man-led austerity project in the
debt-soaked eurozone, a project
the White House objects to on the
grounds that cutting budgets too

soon will lead to sluggish growth
and high unemployment across Eu-
rope without satisfying the demands
of skittish bond investors.

Hollande, in contrast, ran on a
promise of rebalancing Europe away
from austerity and toward growth,
and his narrow victory is seen in
Washington as a public rejection of
governments imposing strict cuts on
battered economies.

“Austerity need not be Europe’s
fate,” Hollande said shortly after his
victory. To that end, he has said he
plans to renegotiate the fiscal pact
Europe struck this winter to allow
for more budgetary breathing room
for countries that can still borrow
money to support themselves at rea-
sonable rates on the debt markets.
He also supports measures to aid
growth by, for instance, boosting in-
frastructure spending.

The Obama administration had
pushed for such pro-growth policy
changes even as Sarkozy joined
Chancellor Angela Merkel of Ger-
many in calling for deep spending

cuts.

“If every time economic growth
disappoints governments are forced
to cut spending or raise taxes im-
mediately to make up for the impact
of weaker growth on deficits, this
would risk a self-reinforcing nega-
tive spiral of growth-killing auster-
ity,” Treasury Secretary Timothy E
Geithner told a congressional com-
mittee in March, comments echoed
since then in his statements at many
international forums.

“The administration hopes, in
broad terms, that this election will
change the conversation,” said Ed-
win M. Truman, a senior fellow at
the Peter G. Peterson Institute for
International Economics. “In prin-
ciple, you'd be saying ‘Don’t tighten
your belt!” to the countries with the
scope to do so,” Truman said.

Hollande seems “naturally more
palatable to the administration,”
said Justin Vaisse, the director of re-
search for the Center on the United
States and Europe at the Brookings
Institution.

Greece suffering from political
chaos, faces possible new elections

By Rachel Donadio
THE NEW YORK TIMES

ATHENS, Greece — A day after
Greece’s two dominant parties col-
lapsed at the polls, the leader of the
center-right New Democracy party
announced Monday that he had
failed to form a governing coalition,
pushing the mandate to the second
party amid growing uncertainty
about Greece’s political stability and
staying power inside the eurozone.

“We did everything we could but
it just wasn’t possible,” the leader,
Antonis Samaras, said in a televised
statement. Greek law gives the front-
runner three days to form a govern-
ment before the baton passes to the
runner-up. But a party official told
the private television channel An-
tenna that Samaras had “not wanted
to waste time at such a crucial mo-
ment for the nation.”

President Karolos Papoulias is to
meet with Alexis Tsipras, the leader
of the second party, the Coalition of

the Radical Left, or Syriza, at 2 p.m.
on Tuesday.

If Tsipras fails to form a coalition,
the Socialist leader, Evangelos Veni-
zelos, has a try.

If he fails, the president of the
republic summons the leaders of
all parties in Parliament and tries
to broker a broad coalition. If that
also fails, the president appoints
an interim government to bring the
country to new elections in 30 days.

On Sunday, the traditionally
dominant parties, New Democ-
racy and the Socialists, which both
backed Greece’s latest loan agree-
ment with its foreign creditors, did
not get enough of the combined
vote to form a majority in Parlia-
ment. Several smaller parties,
whose fortunes rose on a rich har-
vest of protest votes, refused to join
in a coalition with the larger parties.

The lack of a government could
cast Greece’s loan agreement with
its foreign creditors into turmoil,
with a $4.3 billion refinancing loom-

ing this month and a requirement
from its lenders to cut $15 billion
from the budget in June. Beyond a
popular rejection of Europe’s aus-
terity recipe for Greece, the election
results also marked the end of a po-
litical era for the Socialists and New
Democracy.

“The established parties were
collapsed — they had too much
pressure from Berlin and Brussels
and the IME’ said Nikos Xydakis, an
editor at the Kathimerini daily and
a political commentator, referring
to Greece’s troika of foreign lenders.
“We were expecting that, but not
so violently and so quick, but they
broke everything”

With New Democracy getting
the biggest share of the votes — a
modest 18.8 percent — Samaras had
met with a range of political lead-
ers, including the biggest winner of
Sunday’s elections, Tsipras of Syriza.
That party eclipsed the Socialists for
the first time to place second with
16.78 percent of the vote.
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Israeli court rejects appeal
for detainees’ release

JERUSALEM — Israel’s Supreme Court on Monday rejected ap-
peals for the release of two Palestinian prisoners who have been on
a hunger strike for 69 days to protest their incarceration without
formal charges, sharpening concern for their lives and raising the
specter of widespread unrest in the event of a death.

Barring a last-minute deal, Physicians for Human Rights-Isra-
el, an advocacy group that has been monitoring the condition of
the two men, said the court ruling was “the effective equivalent of
handing down a death sentence.”

The judges said they had found no justification to intervene in
the cases of Bilal Diab, 27, and Thaer Halahleh, 33, both residents of
the West Bank accused of working with Islamic Jihad, an extrem-
ist organization. The court upheld the practice of imprisonment
without charge — called administrative detention — if used spar-
ingly. Yet the judges expressed unease over aspects of these partic-
ular cases and suggested that the authorities consider alternative
approaches.

Citing classified evidence against Halahleh, the court said he
had been engaged in transferring money for Islamic Jihad. But
since Halahleh will have been in detention for almost two years
when his current term ends in June, the court said, any further ex-
tension should be based on a more thorough investigation.

Diab, who previously spent years in prison on charges of mili-
tary activity, according to court documents, was last detained in
August 2011.

—Isabel Kershner, The New York Times

US thwarts Al-Qaida plot to
attack plane, officials say

WASHINGTON — U.S. counterterrorism forces recently thwart-
ed an apparent plot to bring down a commercial plane, seizing a
new, more sophisticated explosive device designed to be worn by a
passenger, government officials said Monday.

Officials said the plot had been based in Yemen and appeared
to be a second attempt at the kind of attack that failed in 2009 when
apassenger on a flight to Detroit tried to set off an explosive hidden
in his garments.

The explosive, which contained no metal parts and had a more
sophisticated triggering device, may have been designed by the
same bomb-maker, Ibrahim Hassan al-Asiri, they said. The officials
did not say they had captured the bomber or any other individu-
als, and it was not clear whether anybody had been identified or
whether a suicide bomber had been recruited yet.

Officials said intelligence and counterterrorism forces had
known of the plotting for quite a while, giving them some confi-
dence of being able to prevent an attack. But it appeared to be a
significant indication of a lingering desire and capability to attack
U.S. interests.

A senior law enforcement official said it was unclear if more of
the devices existed but had not been recovered.

—John H. Cushman Jr, The New York Times

Google violated Oracle
patent, jury decides

In a split decision that all but guaranteed continuing litigation,
a U.S. District Court jury in San Francisco on Monday decided that
Google infringed on the overall structure of software copyrights
held by Oracle, but also said that Google had not violated other im-
portant parts of Oracle’s software known as Java.

The limited decision means Google will not have to redesign its
Android operating system — which would have slowed the march
of Android-powered phones that have steadily gained market
share against Apple’s iPhone. Oracle had sued Google claiming
Google violated its copyrights to Java when it built the Android op-
erating system.

With 300 million Android smartphones, Android is now the
world’s dominant mobile software system.

Oracle, which is likely to receive only modest damages for the
copyright violation, will seek to have Google obtain a license to use
Java, something Google does not want to do because it could make
Oracle influential in future versions of Android. In a statement after
the verdict, Oracle said “every major commercial enterprise — ex-
cept Google — has a license for Java”

—Quentin Hardy and Nicole Perlroth, The New York Times

Biden ‘comfortable’ with gay
marriage

Vice President Joe Biden said Sunday that he was “comfortable”
with same-sex marriages, a position that appeared to go beyond
the “evolving” views that President Barack Obama has said he
holds on the issue.

“I am absolutely comfortable with the fact that men marrying
men, women marrying women and heterosexual men and women
marrying one another are entitled to the same exact rights, all the
civil rights, all the civil liberties,” Biden said in an appearance on
the NBC News program “Meet the Press.”

Many gay and lesbian voters, while generally supportive of
Obama, have grown frustrated with his reluctance to take a clear
stand for same-sex marriage. He has come under increasing pres-
sure to do so from gay donors, one of his more lucrative fundraising
sources.

In 1996, as a candidate for the state Senate in Illinois, Obama
wrote on a candidate’s questionnaire that “I favor legalizing same-
sex marriages.” But after he became president, the White House
said that he was referring to civil unions, which he does support.

Obama has said since his views on gay marriage were “evolv-
ing” but has also said individual states should set policy related to
it.

Biden prefaced his remark in his NBC interview by saying, “The
president sets the policy,” and his aides later indicated that the
views he expressed were his own.

—Brian Knowlton and Michael Barbaro, The New York Times
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Curmudgeonitis

My wife tells me from time to time that
I am something of a curmudgeon; she may
be right. I do not think that has always
been true, but of late I do find myself with
less patience than I once had. I was re-
minded of the deficit when reading Barun
Singh’s article in Tuesday’s The Tech. In his
time at MIT, Barun has generally been a
class act so it was with a bit of sadness that
I note he has been infected with curmud-
geonitis. When this malady shows itself in
one so youthful, I recommend immediate
therapy.

Part of the cure depends on noticing
how resistant to change the MIT commu-
nity is. For a band of creative risk-takers,
we are remarkably vulnerable to nostalgia.
Nothing is ever as good as when we were
younger, or is as good as MIT was when we
first arrived. Nostalgia always has a germ of
truth, but it is only a germ. A community is
a work in progress; change happens and it
is not always what we would have done or
encouraged. That does not mean the new
is bad but only that we would have done
it differently. Now what? Rather than dis-
missing change in worship of a long ago
Eden, the key to the future is continued en-
gagement that is both critical and civil and
that may involve recognizing that some-
times what we are most critical of is what
is most needed.

This is a remarkably different place than
it was 10 years ago. The community looks
different as we move toward gender bal-
ance; the landscape is far more welcom-
ing, buildings shine. Creativity abounds
and a sense of mutual care is evidenced ev-
erywhere you turn. I might not have made
all the changesI see and sense, but then no
curmudgeon worth his feathers would ad-

mit to endorsing change.
Robert M. Randolph is the chaplain to the
Institute and the housemaster of Bexley Hall.

Abortions and
mental health

Georgina Botka's May 4 letter to The
Tech was riddled with factual inaccuracies.

Most reputable studies and meta-anal-
yses investigating the links between abor-
tion and mental health have not found that
abortion causes mental health problems.
Studies that have found a link have failed
to properly control for confounding vari-
ables, such as a woman’s history of prior
mental health problems or sexual assault.
The American Psychiatric Association’s
task force on abortion found no evidence
that abortion is harmful to a woman’s men-
tal health, and an earlier APA report stated
that “severe negative reactions are rare and
are in line with those following other nor-
mal life stresses.” Most experts agree. Botka
cites a meta-analysis by Priscilla Coleman
to claim that abortion causes “an 81% in-
creased risk of mental health problems.”
This study has been widely criticized by
other experts, and researchers using the
same data set have been unable to replicate
Coleman’s results.

Botka cites a “survey conducted by the
Elliot Institute” to claim that “most rape
victims do not actually want abortions.” In
fact, the 75-85 percent statistic comes from
Sandra Makhorn’s 1979 study of only 37
women. Studies by respected organizations
like the Guttmacher Institute have consis-
tently found that about half of unintended
pregnancies end in abortion; it is unlikely
that fewer than half of rape victims would
desire abortions.
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Botka also claims that “research shows
that most of those who do choose abor-
tion ... regret their decision, while all who
choose to carry their pregnancy to term are
happy they did” The book she cites consists
of rape survivors telling their stories; while
these women'’s voices are important and
should be heard, they are not evidence for
how “most” rape victims feel.

Regarding physical health risks, most
abortions are considered very low-risk.
Eighty-eight percent of abortions take place
in the first trimester, and only 1.5 percent
of these result in serious immediate com-
plications. A study in the New England
Journal of Medicine reports that “the long-
term safety of surgical abortion in the first
trimester is well-established’, and finds that
drug-induced abortions are equally safe.
Later-term abortions are riskier, but over-
all, only 0.3% of abortions result in com-
plications that require hospitalization. Of
course, childbirth also comes with health
risks, which vary significantly between
pregnancies.

Botka claims that abortion is associated
with increased rates of cervical, ovarian,
and liver cancer. I could not find a study
confirming this, but did find a study from
the Journal of Gynecologic Oncology that
found that incomplete pregnancies were
associated with a small decreased risk of
ovarian cancer. A study in The Lancet found
the same for cervical cancer.

Some of the research on the effects of
abortion is inaccurate and politicized; it
is possible to find statistics supporting al-
most any position. Readers should carefully
examine studies’ methodologies before
drawing conclusions, and The Tech should
do a better job fact-checking the letters it
publishes.

Elizabeth W. Santorella '13

MIT has robust support services
From Mental Health to S* to residential advisers, MIT is here for you

By Eric Grimson

In the May 1, 2012 issue of The Tech,
Barun Singh provides an opinion piece in
which he strongly criticizes the administra-
tion and the Corporation of the Institute
for what he perceives as a series of failures
and mismanagement. I am concerned that
students reading the op-ed will get the
harmful impression that support is lack-
ing at MIT, precisely when we are making
a concerted effort to increase awareness
of the broad network of support available
to students. Moreover, as MIT enters finals
period, it would be a tragedy if this misper-
ception prevented anyone from seeking
help during these stressful weeks, so I want
to correct any misimpressions: if you are
feeling overwhelmed or isolated, MIT has
resources throughout the community for
you.

First, S* is not “gutted” — far from it.
$* has restructured its staffing schedule,
expanded its hours to better fit with stu-
dent schedules, added a walk-in service,
and streamlined protocols. As a result, the
deans can spend more time with individual
students, and S® is serving more students
than ever, handling 4,500 visits this year

compared to 3,600 in the past.

Second, MIT Mental Health is available
24 hours a day. Barun is correct that MIT
Medical is not open at night; this change
was made because it was averaging less
than one visit per night. Instead, this pe-
riod is now covered by an on-call service
that is available 24 hours a day, and that
responds within a few minutes. To test this,
I called anonymously and got a callback in
less than two minutes.

There are many

places you can turn

to at MIT and many
people throughout the
community with the
empathy and expertise
to help.

Third, there is a broad network of sup-
portavailable across MIT: in the residences
with GRTs, RLAs, RAs, and housemasters;
through S°% through REFS for graduate
students; and through ODGE student sup-

port staff, which has increased in size to
better serve the graduate community. So
if you are feeling stressed, or need some-
one to talk with, or just need some guid-
ance, please seek it: there are many places
you can turn to at MIT and many people
throughout the community with the empa-
thy and expertise to help.

Barun also charges that MIT has dis-
banded other services that he believes are
critical to student well-being, and points
to Nightline. Let me provide some facts.
Nightline had a dedicated staff to address
an important issue — the need for peer
support — but it was a 30-year-old model
of peer support, which had not adapted
to changing modes of interaction for cur-
rent-day students. It was also very under-
utilized — although it got many calls from
outsiders, it averaged only one or two MIT
contacts a week. Together with the leader-
ship of the students running the service,
we decided that MIT needed to design a
resource more relevant to the needs of cur-
rent students.

Over the past two years, students have
been working to identify a new peer-to-

Grimson, Page 5

CORRECTIONS

An opinion piece published on May 4 claimed that the na-
tional debt almost tripled in three years after Obama took of-
fice. It actually went up by 33 percent.

OPINION POLICY

Editor Connor Kirschbaum,

editorial.

publication.
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Who will be the GOP VP?

By Keith Yost

STAFF COLUMNIST

As the fierce battles of the presidential
primaries fade into history, the attentions
of politicos turn to three questions: Who
will win the 2012 presidential race? What
electoral strategies will be employed? And
who will Mitt Romney pick for his running
mate?

Of this trio, the latter is decidedly the
least important. Polls show that very few
voters change their mind about a candi-
date due to his vice presidential choice.
Historically, vice presidents have done lit-
tle to carry even their own home states (a
recent analysis by Nate Silver suggests the
effect is roughly a two-point swing). And
the position itself is virtually powerless —
if the president isn’t incapacitated in of-
fice, his vice president spends most of his
time warming a seat and trying not to look
bored.

Nonetheless, the veepstakes are the
subject of this week’s State of The Race, for
no other reason than that it is fun to wildly
speculate. If policy issues are a journalist’s
vegetables, and the horserace is his dessert,
then the quadrennial guess-a-thon over

vice presidential choices is the whipped
cream on that dessert — the decadent top-
ping on a meal you shouldn’t be eating, but
do anyway. And so, in the spirit of adults
behaving irresponsibly, here we go:

The position itself is
virtually powerless —
if the president isn’t
incapacitated in office,
the VP spends most of
his time trying not to
look bored.

Mitt Romney will pick as his running
mate, a white, middle-aged, Catholic male,
who has served as the governor or junior
senator of a state that Bush won in 2000, but
went to Obama in 2008. This individual will
be an outspoken budget hawk, likely with
executive experience in balancing budgets,
but will have little in the way of foreign poli-
cy experience. Also, while socially conserva-
tive, this person is not regarded as a leader
or prominent member of the religious right.

Give or take.

Famous and fearless

Undaunted by dissent, Russia is reforming its own way

By Florence Gallez
STAFF COLMUNIST

I do not believe that Putin — and even
the Kremlin before him, and after him (un-
der Medvedev) — is scared in the least, even
by the rarely seen large-scale protests of re-
cent months.

First, had the ruling elite truly felt threat-
ened by such activism, city authorities
would not have granted permission to most
of these street rallies; then those who have
been arrested and detained might have
been subjected to worse treatment than
they actually were. Finally, and most nota-

bly, we all know what happens to individu-
als the Kremlin truly considers threats to so-
cial order: they “disappear,” fast and simple

They were ‘dealt with’ —
conveniently liquidated
contract-style.

— Galina Starovoitova, a pro-democratic
reform politician; Anna Politkovskaya, a
Russian journalist and human rights activ-
ist strongly opposed to Putin and the con-
flict in Chechnya; Alexander Litvinenko, a
former KGB officer, subsequently critical

On InTrade, 10 candidates currently ac-
count for about 77 percent of the VP prob-
ability distribution. They are as follows:

Marco Rubio,
junior senator from Florida 17.4%
Rob Portman, junior senator from 16.7%
Ohio and former OMB director R
Chris Christie, 9.3%
governor of New Jersey
Mitch Daniels, governor of Indi- 8%
ana and former OMB director ’
Robert McDonnell,

R 6.3%
governor of Virginia
Tim Pawlenty,
former governor of Minnesota 5.5%
and 2012 presidential candidate
Paul Ryan, ' ' 4.5%
congressman from Wisconsin
Kelly Ayotte, junior senator from

- 3.5%
New Hampshire
John Thune, 3.4%
junior senator from South Dakota i
Condoleezza Rice,

3.0%

former Secretary of State

of the Russian secret services and of Putin,
to cite but three examples. ... All of them
were apparently perceived by the authori-
ties as being able to influence the political
mood in the country, and were consequent-
ly “dealt with” — conveniently liquidated
contract-style.

The list of such murders, many still un-
solved to this day, is long. I believe these
are the people whom the Kremlin truly
fears. Thus, with all my respect for the laud-
able and much needed efforts of the brave
and determined activists in Russian cities’
streets and on the Net, in stark contrast to
most U.S. and Western media which see in

Adapting to today’s generation of students
Nightline to return as ‘Student Spill’

Grimson, from Page 4

peer approach, and have recommended a
new model to me. I have identified the fund-
ing needed to support these efforts, and we
are in final stages of arranging to launch a
new peer-to-peer service, called Student
Spill, this fall. So we are adapting to today’s
generation of students, and carefully linking
the peer-to-peer support systems to medical
professionals, rather than sticking with an
outdated, underused model.

Although Barun disparages the Dean for
Student Life Visiting Commiittee, in fact the
group includes five student affairs profes-
sionals from comparable universities, all of
whom face the same challenges that we do.
These professionals arrived on campus just
after the fall suicides, spent a great deal of
time reviewing our support resources, and

found our system to be strong. While we
continue to engage with these and other
professionals regularly to share ideas and to
learn best practices, our peers believe that
we have excellent services in place. Never-
theless, throughout the fall and spring we
have been engaged in a “top-to-bottom” re-
view of student services to find ways to bet-
ter support and better serve all of our stu-
dents, with particular attention to serving
students in moments of their greatest need.

Finally, these changes do not simply
happen “top-down.” DSL leadership en-
sures that students are actively engaged in
helping us improve our system. Nearly half
the members of the Review Committee on
Orientation were students. Students were an
essential part of the recent Residential Secu-
rity Review that recommended not using a
“one-size-fits-all” approach. Students have
spearheaded the Student Spill initiative and

the Active Minds efforts. Students are also
providing great advice on other changes,
including a wonderful suggestion to create
an orientation session on how to recognize
signs of depression in friends; we already

We have been engaged
in a “top-to-bottom”
review of student
services to find ways
to better support and
better serve all of our
students.

have a detailed training session for GRTs,
which we will be revamping in time for the
coming year’s freshman orientation. And
students and faculty are at the heart of a cur-
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The first thing to note about this short list
is that most of the names come from states
that Mitt Romney should hope to secure,
come November. Ohio, Florida, Virginia,
and New Hampshire are well known swing
states. Indiana is a must-win state for Rom-
ney that Obama won in 2008, while Wis-
consin, Minnesota, and New Jersey are
(theoretically) in reach for Romney to take.

Only two of the names offer nothing
in terms of home state advantage — John
Thune, whose South Dakotan constituents
will deliver the state to Romney in all but
the most landslide of losses, and Condo-
leezza Rice, whose state of residence (Cali-
fornia) is unlikely to think of her as a favor-
ite son, or vote for Mitt Romney even if they
did.

Mitt Romney’s choice between these
various swing state options might reflect
his expectations for the coming contest
— a John Thune or Mitch Daniels would
suggest a defensive posture; Portman, Ru-
bio, or McDonnell would suggest a sort of
balanced electoral aggression in keeping
with a traditional view of which states are
winnable; and a Pawlenty, Christie, or Ryan

Yost, Page 6

them the winds of change and a likely threat
to Putin’s rule in his third term, I would ar-
gue that very sadly, these efforts are kinder-
garten fare in his eyes. This is certainly an
additional challenge for human rights activ-
ists and opposition leaders in Russia.

In the same vein, why would Putin dread
the possibility of a “Color” revolution and
its repercussions? The mass civil resistance
movements that erupted in several former
Soviet “satellite” countries in the early 2000s
following reports of electoral fraud and gov-
ernment abuses have been called by West-

Putin lll, Page 6

rent effort to provide a unified portal to sup-
port services, which we are implementing
through the MITogether campaign. Posters
for this effort have been up around campus
this spring, and the broader campaign will
be launched in the coming months.

I have been at MIT for nearly four de-
cades, but my first year as Chancellor has
given me a new perspective on just how
strong our community is. Every day I see stu-
dents, faculty, and staff come together from
across the Institute to help one another in
countless ways. If the pressures in your life
seem overwhelming, know that you do not
need to handle them alone. Even the most
accomplished professors have had moments
in their lives when they had to reach out for
help. The way we know we are a community
is that we care for each other, so please don'’t
hesitate to ask for what you need.

Eric Grimson PhD ’80is MIT’s Chancellor.
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The western media focuses on ‘anti-Americanism’ too much

Ignores motivation behind Russian broadcasts

Putin lll, from Page 5

ern observers ‘revolutionary’ and ‘the cata-
lysts of a new era, susceptible to cause fear
and therefore repressive responses in the
ruling classes. Yet, while they have without a
doubt exerted unprecedented popular pres-
sure on the ruling structures, their resulting
success was eventually modest, and in some
cases short-term.

Ukraine’s Orange Revolution that fol-
lowed the 2004 presidential election is a
perfect example, close to Putin’s home. Al-
though the nationwide protests were instru-
mental in getting the first results, believed
to have been rigged, annulled and a revote
ordered for later that year and in getting the
Constitution to decentralize power from the
presidency, the years that followed saw the
political decline of pro-reform President
Viktor Yushchenko, until he lost the presi-
dency in 2010 to Putin’s personal favorite
Viktor Yanukovych. As for the constitutional
changes of 2004, they were declared “un-
constitutional” and overturned under the
“pro-Moscow” leadership of Yanukovich.

While such a sad U-turn and reversal
in the country’s democratic development
cannot be put entirely on the shoulders of
the Ukrainian people, and their demonstra-
tions are still a crucial step forward, clearly,
just like in post-Soviet Russia, liberalizing
efforts in Ukraine seem to have been half-
hearted, poorly-organized, and therefore
short-lived.

Perhaps in their public addresses, Pu-
tin and Kremlin officials have only feigned
concern about these shows of popular dis-
content in neighboring countries when they
condemned them (again — for domestic
consumption purposes), because deep
down they suspect that desire for change
among the Russian people, as I argued here
above, has only taken place on the surface,
is not deeply-rooted and is therefore too su-
perficial to cause a real threat to the present
system. Just an hypothesis.

Put all together, I believe these observa-
tions lead to a very different picture than

the fearful, destabilized and undecided,
weakened post-Soviet Russia under Putin
(as Prime Minister and President) that the
American public has been fed by the mass
media “ and still is, when it comes to predic-
tions of Putin’s third term.

This goes too for the U.S. media’s focus
on “anti-Americanism” on Russian state
media airwaves and supposedly growing
dislike and distrust of the West among the
population. While tensions in US-Russia re-
lations on various levels are undeniable, ab-
sent from this news coverage is the fact that
much of this anti-U.S. rhetoric from Russian
politicians has a distinct domestic political
purpose — ‘“create an enemy at which to
direct all your fears and discontent” is a
well-known tactic in the internal politics of
numerous countries.

This leads to a very
different picture than
the fearful, destabilized
and undecided,
weakened post-Soviet
Russia under Putin.

Similarly misplaced are the reports in
Western media on how Putin’s speech po-
lice has killed humor and political satire
especially. While it is true that shortly after
coming to power for his first Presidency,
Putin proceeded to control public dis-
course and ordered the discontinuation of,
among others, the satirical political puppets
show, “Kukli,” not only Russians have now
been exercising their laughing muscles on
the Internet, unrestrained, but there have
also been over the past decade and before
plenty of jokes, sketches and stand-up acts
in hugely popular comedy shows by The
Comedy Club, broadcast on Russian fed-
eral television channel TNT, and the even
more venerated long-running shows and
contests of KVN (an abbreviation for “Club
of the Funny and Inventive”), a humor TV

show founded in 1961, whose popularity has
boomed to the point that it has become a
social phenomenon, with its own birthday
celebrated on Nov. 8.

These humorous programs not only have
included Putin parodies and jokes critical of
his policies (Garik Kharlamov’s hilarious act
on Russian TV channels all showing Putin at
any given moment comes to mind, among
many others), but their live shows have
also been attended by Putin and Medvedev
themselves, with the latter even appearing
as guest on KVN. If one needs any further
evidence that subversive humor is doing
well, even in post-Soviet Russia: in 2006,
on KVN'’s 45th anniversary, Putin delivered
one of the highest awards to KVN President
Alexander Maslyakov for running the show
successfully for so many years.

One would be hard-pressed to find this
reported in the American media. While
there have been recent reports of a resur-
gence of political humor in the Western
press and online blogs, the truth is, it never
really stopped. Simply, reporting on it prob-
ably didn’t fit the West’s favored and strate-
gic “Scary Putin — Bad Russia” line.

Many Western commentators have also
been clamoring for reforms in Russia, warn-
ing that should Putin in his third term fail
to implement serious legislative and eco-
nomic changes, the whole country will be
down on a sure-death spiral. What these
commentaries and predictions fail to ac-
knowledge is that there have been plenty of
reforms in Russia, for a long time already:
long, complex, and painful reforms in the
tax, banking and other legislative systems,
to name but a few. Admittedly — and this
is where the misconception lies - Russia has
been reforming in its own way (not neces-
sarily the way the West wants), and it has
been doing so in its current context of cor-
ruption, nevertheless.

Among some of these commentators’
proposals for remedying Russia’s ills and
helping it steer its ship into a more success-
ful future is decentralization of power and
redistribution to local authorities through-

Who's suited to be the next GOP VP?

Romney unlikely to pick VP to court evangelical vote; will focus on the economy instead

Yost, from Page 5

would suggest Romney has plans to upset
the electoral map.

The second thing to note is that of the
leading names, most are Catholic, or other-
wise unlikely to deliver evangelical Chris-
tians who may be turned off by Romney’s

The single greatest
commonality between
the leading ten is their
pronounced budget
hawkishness.

Mormonism. Rubio, Christie, McDonnell,
Ryan, and Ayotte are Catholic. Both Daniels
(who publicly asked for religious issues to
be put on the back burner) and Rice (who

has eschewed most discussion of her reli-
gion), though nominally Protestant, would
do little to reassure evangelicals. None of
the remainder — Portman, Pawlenty, and
Thune — are particularly known for their
religious fervor, suggesting that InTrade
bettors do not think the vice president will
be chosen primarily for his or her power in
courting the evangelical vote, or, perhaps
more broadly, that Mitt Romney does not
think his flank is vulnerable on this point.
The single greatest commonality be-
tween the leading 10 is their pronounced
budget hawkishness. Christie, Daniels,
and Ryan have each been outspoken on
the issue of reducing the national deficit,
and almost all of the names could point to
past deeds or words to prove their budget
hawk bonafides. Conversely, almost none
of the potential picks can claim expertise
in the area of foreign policy — in both re-

gards Condoleezza Rice is the exception
that proves the rule. The die, it seems, has
already been cast — Republicans would
like to focus this election on the economy
under President Obama and the budget
deficits he has accrued.

Six of the 10 names jumped on the
Mitt Romney bandwagon early. Pawlenty,
Thune, Christie, and Ayotte were early sup-
porters of Mitt Romney, voicing their sup-
port before any primaries even took place,
while Portman and McDonnell were sure
to declare their loyalty within 24 hours of
the last respectable presidential rival, Rick
Perry, leaving the race. The timeliness of
Portman and McDonnell’s support in par-
ticular suggests that, despite its reputation
as being not worth a bucket of warm piss,
the vice presidency is a position that is be-
ing actively campaigned for — indeed, a
cynical observer might claim that most of

out the country. Such a proposal can be
applauded: it is indeed key to many, if not
most of Russia’s problems. Although hop-
ing for Putin in his new Presidency to step
in that direction is wishful thinking, as the
policy for much of his previous presidential
and ministerial terms in most areas, seems
to have been geared precisely the other
way, with regional governors being gradu-
ally stripped from their say and influence
through new election- and other laws, and
Moscow accumulating more power in its
hands.

If decentralization were to ever happen
in Russia, it won't be while Putin is around
(in whatever form — President, Prime Min-
ister, or other).

If there is one thing he
has proved to be able to
deliver, it’s stability.

Other forecasts by American and West-
ern media point to a period of uncertainty
under Putin’s soon-to-be third Presidency
— especially if he doesn’t reform. But I beg
to differ: if there is one thing he has proved
to be able to deliver, it’s stability — of the
Soviet kind, but stability nevertheless. This
is what the people crave, and the reason
behind his popularity with much of the
population. Recent reports of his declining
support among his people in fact refers to
the poorer and older layers of society, who
may indeed be dissatisfied with his poli-
cies precisely because they are hankering
for more stability and are nostalgic about
the “good old” stable days of the Soviet
system. This is typical of the elderly — pre-
cisely the category that has most turned its
back on Putin in recent statistics. In other
words they want more of the old order —a
little detail omitted by the pro-West media,
all too happy to report on Putin’s declining
power.

This article is the seventh in a series on
Russia’s presidential election, popular street
protests, and Putin’s new presidency.

the policy initiatives brought forward by
Portman and McDonnell in the past year
are moves to make them more viable as VP
picks.

Predictably, the majority of the top
names are middle-aged white men (the
exceptions, of course, being Rubio, Ayotte,
and Rice). Race and gender, for good or
bad, are unlikely to be the determining fac-
tors in Mitt Romney’s choice.

Of course, this is all mostly guesswork.
You can ask 100 Chinese people what the
length of the emperor’s nose is, but if none
have actually ever seen him, then their av-
eraged answers aren’t going to be any more
accurate than their individual guesses.
Nothing says that Mitt Romney has to fol-
low the conventional wisdom when pick-
ing his running mate. But the conventional
wisdom itself speaks greatly to the type of
race we are likely to see.
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A friend in need

How to best support fellow students in hard times

By Grace Taylor
STAFF WRITER

Over the past month, I've written
about mental health issues from the
perspective of the afflicted. But for
every individual who struggles with
these issues, there are many more
who are affected by association.
Friends, partners, and family mem-
bers end up shouldering some of the
burden.

Even if you don’t think you know
anyone with a diagnosable problem,
we've all supported friends when
they're stressed, frustrated, lonely, or
just having a bad day. Especially if you
frequently find yourself in a support-
ive position, there are some impor-
tant factors you should consider for
your own well-being and that of your
friends.

This is a topic near and dear to me
because I've had depression for as
long as I can remember. I wasn’t di-
agnosed until the age of 14, and since
then I've spent a fair amount of en-
ergy trying to figure out the best way
to manage my depression, both for
myself and for those who are close to
me. Besides that, several of my good
friends have dealt with depression,
anxiety, or other issues, so I know
what it’s like from the supporting
side. These experiences have taught
me three guidelines when relating to
people with mental health issues.

First of all, if you come across a
friend who is having a low moment,
ask them what they want from you. It
might not be what you expect. Most
people’s reaction to an upset friend is
to be concerned, sit down with them,
and try to listen or help them reason
through their problem. When people
do that with me, though, it doesn’t

make me feel better. As a longtime
depressive, I have a well-established
fear of being a negative force in other
people’s lives. I hate the idea that my
depression is bringing anyone else
down, so it’s often not the best ap-
proach if a friend decides that they’ll
sit next to me all night while I can’t
sleep or something else similarly
heroic.

So, what should my friends do to
support me? Oddly enough, it's best
for me when they act like nothing is
wrong. This may be counterintuitive
for most people. I only realized this
myself because of two particular
friends. If I'm having a rough day and
I see them, they chat with me like ev-
erything is completely normal. I could
be puffy-faced from crying, or unable
to sleep at five in the morning, and
these two people would just talk to me
about their pet bird or OKCupid dates
or whatever else we normally discuss.
They treat me as if my depression
doesn’t change our friendship.

Some people want the opposite
though — they might need to feel like
their friends are taking their problem
seriously. Other people have no idea
what they need when they’re having a
bad day. If that’s the case, the best you
can do is encourage them to give it
some thought. The moral of this story
is that what your upset friend wants
is not necessarily what you would ex-
pect, so be sure to actually listen. Ev-
eryone is different.

My second piece of advice is less
about how you should act towards
your friends and more about how you
should act towards yourself. Although
I just told a story about people who
make me feel better, they can only al-
leviate my depression on a very short-
term basis. Neither of them have the

ability to cure it.

It's incredibly important to under-
stand your limitations as a support-
ive friend. When you see someone in
pain, you want to do whatever you
can because they're your best friend,
or your boyfriend, or your girlfriend,
or whatever — but it's pretty likely
there’s nothing you can do, and try-
ing too hard incurs a serious cost. It’s
very common to go into hero mode
and sink your own ship trying to keep
them afloat. I'm trying to save you
a lot of time, energy, and grief when
I say that you should avoid burning
yourself out. It ruins relationships. Be
a good friend, see if there’s anything
you can do for them, but accept the
fact that you can't fix them.

Considering your own well-being
is especially important when you're
in a relationship. Dating means be-
ing exposed to your partner’s emo-
tional life, and if that emotional life is
completely messed up, it puts you in
a pretty unhealthy position. Getting
caught in their pain and deciding that
you can fix it usually ends up being
destructive to the relationship.

My third piece of advice might be
the most important. If someone is at
risk of hurting themselves, get help
immediately. Determining whether
a friend is at risk is not always black
and white, though, and it’s a pretty
difficult position to be in. If you're
not sure what to do, consult someone
responsible and trustworthy, like a
GRT or housemaster. The well-being
of you and your friends has to be the
top priority.

Being a student at MIT is both
fantastic and difficult. Having close
friends is key to getting through the
tough parts, provided you're mindful
of each other’s needs.
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EVENTS MAY 8 — MAY 14

TUESDAY

(6:00 p.m. — 8:30 p.m.) After the Factory screening
and director Q&A — 7-431

WEDNESDAY

(12:00 p.m. — 1:00 p.m.) Artists Beyond the Desk
presents Angela Ambroz and Jessica Barber book
reading — 14W-111, Killian Hall

(5:00 p.m. — 6:00 p.m.) Emerson Scholar student
violin recital by Latifah Hamzah — 14W-111,
Killian Hall

THURSDAY

(10:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m.) D-Lab International Craft
Fair — Lobby 10

(5:30 p.m. — 7:30 p.m.) China Forum: International
Artist Cai Guo-Qiang Keynote and Sculpture
Dedication

FRIDAY

(12:45 p.m. - 2:00 p.m.) Launching SpaceX: How to
Build a Rocket Company — 3-270

(7:00 p.m., 10:00 p.m.) LSC shows The Adventures
of Tintin — 26-100

SATURDAY

(9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.) Westgate Spring 2012 Yard
Sale — W85 lawn

SUNDAY

(8:00 p.m. — 9:00 p.m.) Techiya Spring 2012 Concert:
The Search for the Quest — 6-120

MONDAY

(7:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m.) 7 Laws of Magical Thinking
book reading by Matthew Hutson — 32-141

Send your campus events to
events@tech.mit.edu.

Can you beat this drawing?
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and May 27

CLOSEST FULL SERVICE
SHIPPING STORETO CAMPUS

FREE pick up and
FREE boxes with storage!
Visit our website for
details and coupons:

www.theups
storelocal.com/

HOURS

Beginning May 7
Monday-Friday 8:30am - 7:30pm
Saturday 9:00am - 6:00pm
Sunday, May 13, May 20,

12:00pm - 4:00pm

THE UPS STORE

955 Massachusetts Avenue
617-868-5055
store0681@theupsstore.com

we'll

Passport photos,
copying, shredding,

notary services, keys
and mailboxes available

ship your

stuff home.
(Even if home is
halfway around
the world.)

The UPS Store™

Let our packaging

experts handle

your international

shipping needs.

« A range of international
services—from standard
to next-day

- Proper handling of
paperwork—to help
your package clear
customs faster

- Online tracking available
* Plus all the resources
and expertise of UPS”

We're located near campus.
Stop in and ask for details.
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By Greg McKeever
DAPER STAFF

The MIT Men'’s Track and Field team captured
its eighth New England Division III outdoor title
on Saturday, winning the meet held at the Stein-
brenner Track with 113 points, snapping Williams
College’s streak of eight consecutive team crowns.
Tyler S. Singer-Clark "14 led the way with a pair of
individual wins, as the Engineers won four total
events but used their outstanding team balance to
outscore Williams by 15.5 points.

Singer-Clark accounted for 23.5 points on his
own, winning both the 200 meters and 400 meters
while also running on a pair of relay for the Engi-
neers. Singer-Clark, Michael DuPlessis "14, Nicho-
las A. Diamantoni '15 and Sheldon N. Trotman fin-
ished second in the 4x100 relay.

Singer-Clark, Diamantoni, Brian M. Gager '13
and Patrick K. Marx ’13 took third in the 4x400 re-
lay. Marx also added a third-place finish in the 800
meters with a time of 1:51.80.

Daniel E. Harper 12 completed an impressive
double, winning the 10,000 meters on Friday night
with a time of 30:20.42 before coming back on Sat-
urday to take third in the 5000 meters in 14:42.97.

Roy A. Wedge '14 and Benjamin X. Xie '15
backed up Harper in the 10k with a fifth and sixth-
place showing, respectively.

Tech’s final event win came in the pole vault, as
Nathan E. Peterson '13 cleared 15-11.00 feet to take
first.

Chinedum K. Umachi 12 had a pair of strong
showing in the throws, taking second in the ham-
mer with a 186-01 foot toss and finishing fourth in
the discus with a 152-10 foot effort.

Women’s events

The No. 11 ranked Women’s Track and Field
team finished second at this weekend’s New Eng-

b o
.
D

land Division III outdoor championship. The En-
gineers posted a score of 124 points but it was not
enough to overcome Williams College, which cap-
tured the team crown with 157 points.

Portia M. Jones "12 had an outstanding indi-
vidual effort, winning one event and adding three
runner-up performances. Jones won the 100-meter
hurdles with a time of 14.34 seconds. She took sec-
ond in the 100 and 200 meters and was part of the
second-place 4x100 relay. Seniors Martha M. Gross
and Jamie L. Simmons and Jacqueline A. Brew '14
joined Jones on the 4x100 relay that finished in 47.48
seconds, just over two-tenths behind the winning
group from Worcester State University.

Simmons and Gross were also impressive in the
individual events, with Simmons taking second in
the 400 and third in the 400 hurdles. Gross was fifth
in the 400 and sixth in the 200 meters.

Elaine D. McVay '15 won the 10,000 meters on
Friday evening with a time of 36:14.88. McVay then
came back on Saturday to finish third in the 5000
meters in 17:26.37.

Tilly Taylor '15 won the javelin, throwing 138-
07 feet, more than four feet beyond her closest
competitor.

MIT racked up the points in the pole vault, with
four of the top seven finishers. Lauren B. Kuntz
’13 led the way with a vault of 12-1.50 feet to take
second. Joanna K. Chen ’15 was fifth, Katherine A.
Wymbs '14 earned sixth place and Marissa R. Engle
’15 finished in a tie for seventh-place.

Preethi Vaidyanathan '15 had a solid showing in
the high jump, taking third with a jump of 5-2.25
feet.

The Engineers will stay at home again next
weekend, as the All-New England Championship
comes to the Steinbrenner track. Tech will compete
against teams from across Divisions I, IT and III in
the meet which begins Thursday and runs through
Saturday.

As

ELIJAH MENA—THE TECH

ELIJAH MENA—THE TECH
Nicholas A. Diamantoni ‘15 runs in the 400-meter dash. He came in second in this heat, but 11th
overall.

ALICE L. CHEN
Rebecca J. Greene '14 pole vaults. Teammate Lauren B. Kuntz "13
placed second in the event. The women's team finished second overall
while the men'’s team won the New England Championship.

ALICE L. CHEN
Portia M. Jones "12 (left) finished second in the final round of the
100-meter dash. She also won the 100-meter hurdles and was the run-
nerup in the 200-meter dash.

ELI]AHMA—THE TEC
Kyle J. Hannon 13 competes in the 1500-meter run, finishing with
a time of 4:00.36.

ALICE L. CHEN
Jamie L. Simmons ‘12 finished second in the 400 meter dash with
a time of 56.51.
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ELIJAH MENA—THE TECH
Sheldon N. Trotman ‘14 competes in the triple jump. He finished
with a distance of 12.93 meters.
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Industry provides

funding, mentors

$3,000 per term for in-depth, year-
long research project with faculty

Super UROP, from Page 1

search experience.

“We currently have a very suc-
cessful UROP program, in which
students tend to sample a lot of dif-
ferent research projects in order to
get a feel for what they're interested
in. We want the ‘Super’ UROP pro-
gram, however, to give students the
chance to gain a more in-depth re-
search experience by working with
a faculty member for an entire year.
The program will also better pre-
pare students for graduate school,
startups or industry,” he said.

Chandrakasan also emphasized
that though some project ideas
from faculty members will be avail-
able on the “Super” UROP website,
students are encouraged to reach
out to faculty and propose their
own projects as well. “We encour-
age students to be entrepreneur-
ial and creative in coming up with
their own research ideas.”

Most of the funding for the inau-
gural year of the program will come
from about eight industry sponsors,
the likes of which currently include
Google, VMWare, and Analog De-
vices, among others (a full list of
the companies can be found on
the official “Super” UROP website).
Mentors from these companies will
also be matched up with students
based on their research interests.
Participating students may also
have the opportunity to present
their research at the company or at
an annual Institute undergraduate
research conference that will start
in 2013.

In an email to The Tech, Ray S.
Stata '57, founder of Analog Devic-
es, said, “As an industrial sponsor,
Analog Devices will look for oppor-
tunities to collaborate with students
and faculty on research topics of
continual interest and provide in-
sights into the relevance of research
toreal world applications. ... Analog
Devices is excited about exploring
new possibilities to strengthen our
relationship with MIT students and
faculty through the ‘Super’ UROP
program.”

Creating the program
According to Chandrakasan,
the EECS planning group started
working on the program last July.
In January, Chandrakasan and his
colleague Professor Dennis Free-
man PhD ’86, along with other
faculty members and the Course 6

SMBC, from Page 13
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Undergraduate Student Advisory
Group in EECS (USAGE) worked to
fine-tune “Super” UROP internally,
before presenting it to the Office of
Undergraduate Advising and Aca-
demic Programming (UAAP).

Catherine A. Olsson '12, a mem-
ber of USAGE, said that the group
wanted to ensure the program
made research seem as attrac-
tive and rewarding to students as
industry.

“Students all know there are lots
of exciting opportunities in indus-
try, and that it can seem extremely
glamorous, especially from all the
career fairs. However, we want
people to have the same level of at-
traction toward research and recog-
nize that it can be just as rewarding,
especially if people want to go into
academia, or even industry.”

The USAGE group also offered
feedback on the details that would
be relevant to students, such as the
pay and credit structure. Olsson
said that some students also met
with industry sponsors who wanted
student feedback as well. “It was re-
ally cool to go to the industry meet-
ings; the companies were all ex-
tremely excited about reaching out
to students and supporting cutting
edge research.”

The Course 6 department then
worked with Julie B. Norman, senior
associate dean for undergraduate
education and director of the UAAP
office, to finalize the program, mak-
ing sure its funding structure was in
compliance with MIT’s financial aid
policies.

Norman said, “Our office was fo-
cused on how we could best facili-
tate and support the “Super” UROP
program. After checking that it
complied with financial aid guide-
lines — which it did — we submit-
ted a proposal to the Committee on
Curricula to formally create the cer-
tificate program. We also empha-
sized that students would receive
credit for the academic portion of
the program — the 6.UAR subject —
and pay for the actual UROP work.”

Norman added, “I think it was
a wonderful collaboration with
Course 6, and I'm excited to give
students the opportunity to engage
with faculty and do exciting and in-
novative research.

Students who wish to apply to
the program can submit an applica-
tion from May 15 through Sept. 15,
2012. More details can be found at
http://superurop.eecs.mit.edu.
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TAMI FORRESTER—THE TECH
Ricky D. Richardson ‘12 sings “Wake Up Everybody," as performed by John Legend, in the last set
of the Chorallaries’ spring concert on Saturday night.

TAMI FORRESTER—THE TECH
Bethany R. Kroese ‘12 performs the Ellie Goulding song “Lights” during Resonance's spring con-
cert on Friday night in 10-250.
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A large “/g/" appeared on the front of the Great Dome Sunday morning, likely a reference to the technology board on 4chan.org.
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TIFFANY IRA HUANG—THE TECH
Yimin Chen "13, the 2012 MITSO Concerto Competition winner,
performs “Prokofiev: Piano Concerto No. 1” in the MITSO con-
cert Friday evening in Kresge Auditorium. The concert was led by
director Adam K. Boyles. The event also premiered “Schrodinger’s
Cat: A Musical Journey into the Strange World of Quantum Mechan-
ics” by student composer Dustin R. Katzin "12.

The Student Art Association held its annual Spring Ceramic Sale yesterday in Lobby 10. The
sale will continue today from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. in conjunction with the Glass Lab’s Mother’s Day sale.

CHRISTOPHER A. MAYNOR—THE TECH

REDUCE YOUR ACCENT Now!

FREE SCREENING at mylanguagemaster.com

Learning English is not enough. You must speak clearly
with confidence and ease. Reduce your accent up to 90%.
FREE ACCENT SCREENING at mylanguagemaster.com.
Get a personalized assessment of your accented speech.

First person to respond to this ad gets one free session.
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The Sloan (Course 15) Course Bidding System (Sloanbid
Bidding Dates for Fall, 2012 Courses

https://sloanbid.mit.edu

(i.e. program of study and graduation date) is correct.

Institute-wide bidding for Sloan (Course 15) subjects*:
Opens 9:00 a.m., Friday, May 11
Closes 5:00 p.m., Friday, May 18

Waitlist Round for closed Sloan (Course 15) subjects:
Opens 9:00 a.m., Wednesday, July 12
Closes 5:00 p.m., Wednesday, July 26

First time logging in? Use your MIT ID as both your log in and password. Follow instructions on the site to
change your password or retrieve lost passwords. Once logged in, make sure and check that your information

Section Swap Round for changing sections of pre-enrolled Sloan (Course 15) subjects:

Opens 9:00 a.m., Tuesday, July 31
Closes 5:00 p.m., Tuesday, August 7

(Course 15) Course Bidding.

*For 15.011, 15.031J, 15.279, 15.301, 15.305, 15.310, 15.411, 15.501, and 15.516, you can
sign up directly through WebSIS starting May 1°. It is not necessary to bid for these courses.

Please contact Scott Alessandro, salessan@mit.edu, if you have questions regarding Sloan

Successful bids will appear on your Registration Form on September 6 and will be posted on the
bidding website as of July 12 -- write down your password to check results!

Are you a gramma ninja?
TheTech negds copy editors

Help us out.
(We need It)

email join@tech.mit.edu

Record yield rate

No students off waitlist this year

Admissions, from Page 1

pointed not to be able to offer admis-
sion to some really excellent students
who were on the waitlist” These stu-
dents have been informed that the
class s full.

“Rather than have them wait,
we wanted to tell them as soon as
possible,” Schmill explained.

Schmill credits the high yield
of the class of 2016 to a spectacular
CPW.

“CPW was outstanding because
of the welcoming spirit of the en-
tire campus,” he said, “We had a
higher percentage of our admitted
students attend than ever before,
and they gave us great reviews on

Open Daily Except Monday
11:30am - 11:30 pm
Lunch Buffet $7.95
Reasonably Priced Dinners

Free delivery for orders over $10.
Take-out, platters, and catering available.
http://www.royalbengalrestaurant.com/

(or more) order with MIT ID.

their follow up surveys.”

The class of 2016 boasts a higher
percentage of women (46 percent)
and underrepresented minorities
(24 percent) than any other class,
while 13 percent are first genera-
tion students. The SAT scores were
the “highest ever” according to
Schmill, with a math mean/me-
dian of 764/780 and verbal mean/
median of 716/730.

The holistic (“arguably more
important”) measures of the class,
Schmill said, are “still as strong as
ever”

In addition, 25 transfer stu-
dents, mostly sophomores, have
accepted their offer of admission
at MIT.

Royal Bengal

Boston’s only authentic Bengali Cuisine restaurant

313 Mass. Ave., Cambridge
(617) 491-1988
T:Red Line, Bus #1 - Central Square

10% Discounton $15

Earn up to

Make a real difference in the lives of families
Receive free health and genetic screenings

APPLY ONLINE:

SPERMBANK.com

SPERM DONORS

S

Invest minimal time

per month

- convenient Cambridge location

Solution to Techdoku

from page 12

Solution to Sudoku
from page 12
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Congratulations to the winners of the 2012
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And congratulations to all of the participating teams:

Alpha Chi Omega Kappa Sigma Pi Beta Phi

Alpha Phi Number 6 Sigma Alpha Epsilon

Alpha Phi Omega Phi Beta Epsilon Sigma Kappa

Chi Phi Phi Delta Theta Sigma Nu

Kappa Alpha Theta Phi Sigma Kappa Theta Xi
web.mit.edu/FSILGDChallenge

oe” | un Llf\ The 484 Phi Alpha

* ® | PUBLIC SERVICE CENTER Residential e ° .
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PILED HIGHER AND by Jorge Cham
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A WEBCOMIC OF ROMANCE,
SARCASM, MATH, AND LANGUAGE

by Randall Munroe

4 | DON'T KI\IC)W\v
BN WHAT I'M

BRI / [1050] Forgot Algebra

DEEPER
WHAT AMIDOING| .
WITH MY LIFE22 DOING AFTER |

I'M STUCK IN A JOB |
DON'T LIKE AND | DON'T
KNOW WHAT I'M DOING
AFTER | GRADUATE

(A.K.A. "GRAD SCHOOL")

VA

AT LEAST YOU'RE
WORKING ON CUTTING
EDGE RESEARCH THAT
WILL BENEFIT HUMANITY.

ACTUALLY, MY WORK
IS FUNDED BY THE
MILITARY/DRUG
COMPANIES.

v
AT LEAST

MY PROJECT IS NOT
WORKING OR WILL
HAVE LITTLE IMPACT.

MAYBE IF |
WORKED HARDER
I'D BE HAPPIER.

Y

REMIND YOURSELF IT
IS BETTER TO LIGHT
ONE CANDLE THAN
TO CURSE THE DARK.

IVHL HLIM YO Wil

| DONT
KNOW

HEY, M55 LENHART! T RRGOT

EVERYTHING ABOUT ALGEBRA THE

YIOMENT I GRADUATED) AND N

20 YEARS NO ONE HAS NEEDED

ME T0 SOWE AWY7HAL TOR X!
\

I 720 Xov ID

NEVER,USE i
INYOUR AACE!

iliis

§ WHAT THAT
@ MEANS
%
,\i FORGET IT. HEY, AT LEAST
9 YOU'RE NOT A SELL-OUT
g AND STILL LIVING WITH
B f . YOUR PARENTS 'TS w w
B \ y H LEPRNING MATH WHEN THE SAVE ARGUMENTS
PUT OFF THINKING APPLY TO LEARNING TO PLAY MUSIC, (00K
AP | ASITINRC | [DENIAL|  PRYRLRNG Dhm Gox
ANOTHER DAY! (ANGUAGE.

WWW.PHDCOMICS.COM

Sudoku

Solution, page 10
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Techdoku

Solution, page 10
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Instructions: Fill in the grid so that each column, row, and 3 by 3 grid contains
exactly one of each of the digits 1 through 9.

Instructions: Fill in the grid so that each column and row contains exactly one of each
of the numbers 1-6. Follow the mathematical operations for each box.
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Beaver Tails by Ranbel Sun

Now | must decide...

nice zone

To Hold, or Not to Hod? ‘

7
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SKTURDAY MORNING BREAFRST CEREAL

By ZACH WEINER

[2601]

SOMETIMES T FEEL LIKE IM JUST THE CEOQ |[AND THAT TVE MADE SOME TERRIGLE HIRING CHOICES,

OF MY BRAIN, L\STENING To A HORDE OF ADVISORS.

EAT A

@ @

BASE YoUuR

THOLSAND
TWINWKIES.

DECISION ON
RACE.

TJUMP
OFF THAT
LEDGE/

Saturday Stumper o, sn.

Solution, page 10

ACROSS

1 Cut

6 Classified listing

15 Informational meeting

16 Region once called
Archipelago

17 Still to be achieved

18 Plotter’s work

19 Fast, if you please

20 Rule book

21 Sanction

22 Roll

24 Display of diminishing
returns

26 Former Golf Digest
columnist

27 Services at some tables

31 "The wisest of the wise
may __": Aeschylus

32 Female kid

33 E10 blend

34 Hotbed

35 Hold, as a tower

36 Tease, with “on”

39 Band over a top

40 Little pocket

43 Ending like -ist

44 Cereal family

45 Lament

46 Scarlett's maid

48 AL city

50 Attach or attack

51 Yo-yo

B4 __ stop

55 Exclamation of
commiseration

58 “Forget it!”

59 Where snaps may be
stored

60 Project

61 Gingrich grew up with
them

62 Classified

DOWN

1 Settled

2 One of AFI's top 20 film
heroes

3 By the ton

4 Practiced

5 Frequenter

6 Destructive op

7 Foremost

8 One to avoid reporting to

9 Bit of a 20 Across

10 Modified pitch

11 Big mess

12 Sought (after)

13 City on the English
Channel

14 '70s sponsor of Disney
World's “If You Had
Wings" ride

20 Food processor

23 Buy for a lawn

24 Maximally unfriendly

25 Maximally unfriendly

28 Mill fighter

29 General aspect

30 Bars

36 Word from the ltalian for
"answer”

37 Buy for a lawn

38 Second American in space

40 Unclogs

41 Quite unlikely
42 Claret cousin

47 Less than stable
49 Authorized agent
51 Raw __

52 Forbear

53 Copier part

56 Close relation

57 Self starter

58 Totally conclusive
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Boston veterans should lead Celtics past Hawks

Both teams are old, but Celtics have more experience succeeding in the postseason

NBA, from Page 16

The Heat are simply too athletic
and too talented for the Knicks to
keep up with. Carmelo Anthony
has the potential to win a game
himself, and the Knicks could win
a shootout with Miami if J.R. Smith
and Steve Novak catch fire, which
they are bound to do at some point
in the series, but I really can’t see it
lasting more than six games. LeB-
ron’s quest for a title should con-
tinue into the second round.

Prediction: Heat in five games.

—J. Austin Osborne

Do I really have to explain this
one? Linsanity isn’'t having any
word with the likes of Bosh, LeB-
ron, and D-Wade. It’s over. The
Knicks might as well pack up and
book vacations after game four.
The Heat on the other hand can
expect a long postseason run and
are going to have a relatively easy
time getting to the Finals unless
Rose heals up and the Bulls pull
through; if that’s the case, I'm say-
ing Chi City, Chi Chi City...

Prediction: Miami will take the
series in four games.

—Shri Ganeshram

(6) Orlando Magic vs. (3)
Indiana Pacers

This series lost some of its lus-
ter when it was announced that
Dwight Howard would be out for
the remainder of the season with a
herniated disk in his back. He cre-
ates matchup problems in every
game he plays in, and Orlando will
miss his production and defense
in the post. On the other hand,
Indiana has been one of the NBA’s
biggest surprises this season, even
though their star forward Danny
Granger is having a down year.
With Howard on the bench, Pacers
All-Star center Roy Hibbert should
be able to exploit Glen Davis in the
post, and the addition of Leandro

Barbosa at the trade deadline so-
lidifies an already strong group of
perimeter shooters for Indiana.
The Magic now must rely on third-
year forward Ryan Anderson and
veteran SG Jason Richardson for
much of their scoring. Although
Orlando took Game 1, I don’t ex-
pect them to be able to overcome
the loss of Dwight Howard, and
the Pacers should advance fairly
easily.
Prediction: Pacers in six.
—J. Austin Osborne

The Heat can
expect along
postseason run
and are going to
have an easy time
getting to the finals.

This one is tight but the Pac-
ers are moving with a resounding
pace. They’re young and upcom-
ing, just a little more veteran than
the Nuggets, and have enough
spunk to pass by a Magic minus
Howard. If by some miracle How-
ard could play for Orlando, the ta-
bles would turn, but I don’t really
believe in Magic...

Prediction: Pacers will take it in
seven games, 4-3.

—Shri Ganeshram

(5) Atlanta Hawks vs. (4)
Boston Celtics

At the middle of the season, it
appeared that the Celtics might
be finished. They were 15-17 go-
ing into the All-Star break and the
shortened season looked to be
taking its toll on the Boston trio
of Kevin Garnett, Paul Pierce, and
Ray Allen. Then they went on an
improbable run, sparked by point
guard Rajon Rondo, and overtook
the 76ers for the Atlantic Division
crown with about three weeks re-

maining in the season. The win-
dow of opportunity for this Celt-
ics squad to win a championship
is quickly closing, if not already
closed, but I don’t think their sea-
son will end this round against the
Atlanta Hawks. The Hawks are a
perplexing team. Every year, they
seem to finish the regular season
in the same position. They have a
proven scorer in Joe Johnson and
a legitimate post defender and
scorer in Josh Smith, but they nev-
er really seem to be a threat when
it comes playoff time. This is their
fifth straight year in postseason
play, but they have been ousted
in the second round for the past
three seasons. Boston simply has
too much experience and their
veterans like Garnett, Allen, and
Pierce know that this may be their
last chance to hoist the champion-
ship trophy. They won'’t let it go to
waste.
Prediction:
games.

Celtics in five
—J. Austin Osborne
Our hometown Celtics are hot
this year, and the Hawks just aren’t
stopping them. Both teams are
bunch of old men, but the Celtics
are a bunch of old men who know
how to win postseason. You can
expect Rondo and Allen and the
team’s fetus, Avery Bradley, to soar
past the Hawks; the triple ] — Joe,
Josh, and Jeff — just aren’t going
to cut it for the Hawks. On the flip
side, this just means earlier vaca-
tion hours for the Hawks; neither
team has what it takes to beat out
the Heat or the Thunder.
Prediction: Boston will take it in
six games, 4-2.
—Shri Ganeshram

(8) Utah Jazz vs. (1) San
Antonio Spurs

Even in this shortened season,
you just can’t count the Spurs out.
Many thought that with their ag-
ing roster, San Antonio wouldn’t

be able to compete with younger,
more athletic teams, especially in
the brutal Western Conference.
After receiving word that SG Manu
Ginobili would be missing much
of the beginning of the regular sea-
son due to injury, things weren’t
looking good for the Spurs. But
PG Tony Parker had one of his
best seasons to date, averaging 18
points and nearly eight assists per
game. The Jazz are certainly an
up and coming team, with many
promising young players, such as
Al Jefferson, Paul Millsap, Der-
rick Favors, and Devin Harris. This
Spurs team is too talented and has
too much pride to be eliminated by
the eighth seed two years in a row,
however, after being shocked by
Memphis last season. Utah should
be able to have an advantage in the
post with the Jefferson-Millsap-Fa-
vors trio, but in the end, the Spurs
will just be too much to handle.
Prediction: Spurs in four games.
—J. Austin Osborne

The Spurs team is
too talented and
has too much pride
to be eliminated by
the eighth seed two
years in a row.

San Antonio has been killing it
thus far, and Utah isn’t even com-
petition for the balanced team of
veterans and rookies. It looks like
the Spurs have more than a shot to
just win the first round but to come
clean with the whole tournament.
With a balance of youthful speed
and skill complementing the trio
of Duncan, Parker, and Ginobili’s
playoff know-how, the team isn’t
going to have much trouble in
these early rounds.

Prediction: Spurs will take it in
four games.

—Shri Ganeshram

(7) Dallas Mavericks vs. (2)
Oklahoma City Thunder

Thunder Won Series 4-0

The Miami Heat are to the East
what Oklahoma City is to the West.
They are the odds-on favorite to
win the Western Conference and
so far, they've shown they have the
mental toughness to compete, as
they completed the sweep of the
defending champion Dallas Mav-
ericks. Although the Mavericks put
up avaliant effortin Games 1 and 2
behind star forward Dirk Nowitzki,
OKC'’s Kevin Durant was too much
for the Dallas D to handle, as he hit
abuzzer beater to seal Game 1, and
contributed 26 points to the win in
Game 2. The Thunder closed out
the series handily in Dallas and
now look forward to their next op-
ponent, the winner of the Lakers/
Nuggets series.

—J. Austin Osborne

It was a year ago that the Mavs
pulled out a difficult win against
a tough Heat in the NBA Finals,
but there won’t be a repeat of that
this year. The Thunder are boom-
ing, and sure the Mavs have Dirk
and Kidd, but when your team
is powered by a handful of men
aged 30 and older, you're not
stopping two of the best youth in
the NBA, Kevin Durant and Rus-
sell Westbrook.

Prediction: expect OKC to be a
contender for the finals as well.

—Shri Ganeshram

(6) Denver Nuggets vs. (3)
Los Angeles Lakers

The Denver Nuggets started
the season as one of the NBA’s
biggest surprises, sparked by the
outstanding play of Danilo Galli-
nari. After he went down in March
with a broken thumb, however,
they started to slip in the Western

NBA, Page 15
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Heat and Spurs expected to take East and West

Thunder is strong, but Duncan still has the strength to lead the Spurs to the finals

By Carlos Greaves
SPORTS STAFF

Spurs vs. Clippers

The Spurs came into this year’s
playoffs very hot, and though they
snagged the No. 1 seed for the sec-
ond year in a row, they hope to
perform orders of magnitude bet-
ter than last year when they lost
in the first round. Assuming the
Spurs and Clippers both win in the
first round, this series will go to the
Spurs.

Spurs in six.

Thunder vs. Lakers

Assuming the Lakers win their
series, they’ll be in for a very close
series with the Thunder. Oklahoma

City seems to be getting progres-
sively better year after year, and
though the Lakers have a healthy
Kobe and the talent to win again,
the lack of Phil Jackson will be the
decisive factor in this series.

Thunder in seven.

Celtics vs. 76ers

Assuming the 76ers finish up-
setting the mighty Bulls (an even
more shocking upset than the
Grizzlies over the Spurs last year),
and assuming the Celtics beat the
Hawks, this matchup will favor
the 76ers. The Celtics have been
somewhat lethargic the last few
seasons, and though they are just
a few minor adjustments short of
a fantastic team, this just hasn’t

happened.

76ers in six.

Heat vs. Pacers

Another shocker this season
has been the performance of the
Pacers, who haven'’t really done
much since the days of Reggie
Miller. Though they did beat the
Heat in late March, the Pacers
squad just doesn’t have what it
takes to win the series.

Heat in six.

Western Conference
Prediction

Spurs vs. Thunder

As a native of Texas, I suffer
from Spurs nostalgia, and would
love to see the Spurs take this se-

ries. While I feel that the young
talent at OKC should theoretically
outplay an aging Spurs team, I
will cling to the belief that Dun-
can has one more trip to the NBA
finals left in him, and I think this
is the year to do it. However, look
for OKC next year as they just
seem to be getting better and
better.
Spurs in seven.

Eastern Conference
Prediction

76ers vs. Heat

At the beginning of this season
you would've been hard pressed
to find anyone outside of Phila-
delphia who thought the 76ers

would make it to the eastern
conference finals. Now, however,
it looks like a very real possibil-
ity. Unfortunately, their luck will

Look out for OKC
next year — they
just seem to be
getting better and
better.
run out, and we'll see the Heat
with a chance to redeem them-
selves. With any luck, they’ll be
up against a different team from

Texas.
Heat in five.

Clippers-Grizzlies expected to be a close match-up
Clippers have the hype and more chemistry, but Memphis could upset again this year

NBA, from Page 14

Conference, losing their grip on
one of the coveted top four seeds,
and therefore losing home-court
advantage. This also thrusts them
into an extremely tough matchup
with the LA Lakers and super-
star Kobe Bryant. The Lakers go
into almost every game they play
with a significant size advantage,
playing All-Stars Pau Gasol and
Andrew Bynum down low. By-
num has been nothing short of
spectacular this series, averag-
ing 18 points, 11 rebounds, and
almost five blocks in the three
games, including a 10 block-13
rebound-10 point triple double
in Game 1. Denver’s impressive
rookie from Morehead State Ken-
neth Faried has not shied away
from the pressure either, averag-
ing 12 points and 11 rebounds per
game in the series. Although the
Nuggets managed to grab Game
3 at home, I don’t expect them to
be able to compete with the LA
big men for a seven-game series.
Prediction: Lakers in five
games.
—J. Austin Osborne

With a roster consisting of
support from the likes of Andrew
Bynum, Pau Gasol, and Metta
World Peace, Kobe and the Lak-
ers are going to go all out this
postseason; they're approaching
their expiring dates and this is
one of their last shots at the tro-
phy. Don’t expect them to get too
far though — although Denver
is an easy target, they’re not get-
ting past all of the West, the Spurs
and OKC are just too good to let a
little Metta World Peace stop their

Kobe and the

Lakers are going

to go all out this

postseason; this

is one of their last

shots at the trophy.
chaos. The Nuggets are still on the
rise, and though they will be fall-
ing short of a championship this
year, expect great things in the
future. With a team whose core

minus Al Harrington all fall un-
der the four years pro or less cat-

egory, you can expect only good
things in time.
Prediction: Lakers will take it
in six games.
—Shri Ganeshram

(5) Los Angeles Clippers vs.
(4) Memphis Grizzlies

This is one of the more inter-
esting series in the first round
as “Lob City” squares off against
the Memphis Grizzlies. There has
been a lot of hype surrounding
the Clippers lately, after their ac-
quisition of All-NBA point guard
Chris Paul, Chauncey Billups,
Nick Young, Caron Butler, and
Kenyon Martin. For the most part,
LA has lived up to hype, securing
the fifth seed in the Western Con-
ference. In Game 1, they mounted
an epic 27 point come back with
just over 13 minutes remaining in
the game to steal home-court ad-
vantage, 99-98. Not surprisingly,
Memphis seems to be everyone’s
sleeper pick after they upset the
No. 1 seeded Spurs last year in
the first round. They return this
year with almost an identical
roster, with the addition of Rudy
Gay, who was sidelined last year

with an injury for the entire play-
offs. The matchups in this series
should be very intriguing as last
year’s playoff hero Zach Ran-
dolph lines up against highlight
machine Blake Griffin. At the be-
ginning of the playoffs, I expect-
ed Memphis to meet OKC in the

The Clippers
returned after
the lockout with
anewfound
rejuvenation and
strength.

Western Conference Finals, in a
rematch of the amazing series last
year, and my expectations have
not changed. This will be a series
that comes down to a few key mo-
ments and may be decided on
a lucky bounce in Game 7, but I
think the Grizzlies will advance.
Prediction: Grizzlies in 7.
—J. Austin Osborne
This series is one of the tough-
est this year in the first round of
the NBA playoffs. After a number

of disappointing seasons for the
Clippers, they returned after the
lockout with a newfound rejuve-
nation and strength. The addition
of the powerhouse point-guard
Chris Paul was the key to their
success this season, along with
Blake Griffin’s contributions to
the team. The Grizzlies will put up
a good fight, but after the Clippers
win in the first game, the Clippers
will definitely take the series.

Prediction: Clippers will take
it in seven games, 4-3.

—Shelley Ackerman

This one is going to be tight,
but the Clippers have what it takes
to pull through. The Clippers have
an edge with CP3 and Blake Grif-
fin being a far more fierce combo
at the front than Gay and Mayo;
however, both teams have strong
rosters from top to bottom, and
the team chemistry is going to be
the deciding factor in this series.

Prediction: Clippers will take
itin seven games.

—Shri Ganeshram

Editor’s Note: Due to the The
Tech’s deadlines, this article was
written prior to playoff games
played Sunday evening onward.

tickets

LOBBY 10

Monday April 30 - Friday May 4
9:30 am - 5:00 pm

\\ STUDENT CENTER

Monday May 7 - Friday May 11
9:30 am - 5:00 pm

shows

LITTLE KRESGE

Thursday May 10 8:00 PM
Friday May 11 10:00 PM
Saturday May 12 1:00 PM & 3:00 PM
Sunday May 13 2:00 PM
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SPORTS SHORT

MIT Triathlon
hosts annual Iron
Nerd race

The triathlon club had an impres-
sive turn out at their annual Iron Nerd
race. The team holds the race each year
to help promote a healthy and active
lifestyle at MIT. The race also serves as a
recruiting event for the MIT team. Sev-
enty-seven undergraduates, graduates,
and MIT affiliates registered for the race
this year.

The course included a 200-yard
swim in the Z-Center, followed by a
five-mile bike ride around the MIT
campus, and finished with a 1.5-mile
run along dorm row. Melissa E. Skan '15
won the undergraduate women catego-
ry at 29:59. Kristoffer M. Frey '15 was the
male undergraduate leader, completing
the course in an impressive 25:17. Anto-
nio Tugores-Garcia G dominated the
male graduate student category with a
time of 23:32 while Alexandra Lai Ching
Andrews G placed first among graduate
women. Students who started their tri-
athlon careers with the Iron Nerd have
gone on to become great athletes who
race Olympic-distance events.

—Shelley Ackerman, Sports Editor

SPORTS
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Thunder, Heat expected in finals
Celtics, Spurs, and Pacers also predicted to get past first round

By Sports Staff

After a dramatic year for
the NBA, we have reached
playoff season. With the
lockout behind us, 16
teams are in the process of
competing to advance to
conference semifinals.
These are The Tech Sports
Staff’s predictions on who
will advance past the first
round, and ultimately to
the NBA finals.

(8) Philadelphia 76ers vs.
(1) Chicago Bulls

Although the Bulls domi-
nated the majority of the Game
1 matchup, the victory may
have come at too steep a price.
Coach Tom Thibodeau’s con-
troversial decision to leave his
starters in the game with one
minute left with his team up
12 proved costly as superstar
point guard Derrick Rose’s sea-
son-ending ACL tear may jeop-
ardize the high expectations
Chicago had coming into the

Evan Turner infamously tweet-
ed last week that “the heat are
a tougher team for us to match
up against,” which has elicited
much criticism over the past
week. There may be some truth
to that statement, however. The
76ers have matched up very
well with Chicago over the past

The Heat are
simply too
athletic and too
talented for the
Knicks to keep
up with.

two seasons, even with Der-
rick Rose in the lineup. The two
teams have great benches, with
the 76ers’ second unit scoring
40.8 PPG (fourth in the NBA)
and the Bulls featuring Kyle Ko-
rver, Omer Asik, Taj Gibson and
C.J. Watson. Chicago and Phila-
delphia also pride themselves
on playing stellar defense and

MHADREDN

playoffs.

Philadelphia guard

are first and third, respec-

Women'’s crew has best finish

Team places third at Patriot League championship

By Rebecca Heywood

TEAM REPRESENTATIVE

MIT Women’s Openweight Crew
had its top finish in its three years as a
member of the Patriot
League at the confer-
ence championship
regatta last Sunday on
the Cooper River in
New Jersey. The En-
gineers placed third
in the team standings, behind the
U.S. Naval Academy and defending
champion Bucknell University, after
back-to-back fifth-place finishes in
2010 and 2011.

MIT has been a member of the
Patriot league since 2010, and com-
petes with the U.S. Naval Academy,
Bucknell University, College of the
Holy Cross, Lehigh University, and
Colgate University. 2013 will mark

the first year that eligibility for the
NCAA championship will be deter-
mined by an automatic qualifier sys-
tem based on the results of selected
conference qualifying races. The
championship is scored on a weight-
ed system, with each of three boats
scoring points by position. While
individual boats are recognized for
their finish within each race, overall
team points determined the winner
of the championship.

The races followed in quick suc-
cession, with only 20 minutes be-
tween the start of the first and last
races. All three boats faced difficult
starting conditions, but managed
to come from behind and show the
competition what the Engineers are
made of. The varsity four led the day,
placing third out of five boats with
a time of 8:28.3], finishing ahead of
crews from Lehigh and Holy Cross.

Did you get into technology to be the first
real-life Tony Stark? Hadron Industries has
current contracts that will move you closer
to your goal than you’d expect.
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Sensor/Optical/Mechanical Engineers

Build Engineers
iOS/Android Developers
Web Developers
Cryptographers
Grant/Technical Writers
Watchmakers of all kinds

In the second varsity eight, MIT
was fourth out of six, finishing with a
time of 7:18.82, just two seconds be-
hind Holy Cross and ahead of Lehigh
and Colgate.

The varsity eight race was MIT’s
best showing of the day. After com-
ing in fifth place in 2011, the Engi-
neers came in second, finishing just
2.42 seconds behind the winning
crew Bucknell, closing a gap of over
a boat length over the 2,000-meter
course.

In its third showing at the Patriot
League Championship, MIT has
proved its competitiveness within
the league and its tenacity in improv-
ing its speed across the board in all
of its boats. The Engineers will face
Bucknell University again at the East-
ern Sprints Championship on May 13
and are hoping to reverse the stand-
ings in its final race of the season.

tively, in the NBA this season
in points allowed. This series
already had upset potential,
but the Sixers were never fully
expected to win more than one
or two games. Without Derrick
Rose, Chicago is still incredibly
formidable, but I think Phila-
delphia may be able to steal a
game or two in Chicago, and
pull off the upset.
Prediction: 76ers in seven
games.
—J. Austin Osborne
This is one that the Bulls
should have won 4-0, but with
Rose out for an injury, they're
going to have a tough time get-
ting past Jrue Holiday and the
six strong men who follow him.
Luol Deng, Carlos Boozer, and
Rip Hamilton are still an All-
Star combination, and the Bulls
are lucky in that C.J. Watson
and John Lucas III aren’t the
ordinary duo of backup PGs.
Depending on Rose’s recovery,
the series score can change, but
if he isn’t playing, the Sixers are
going to stand as a formidable
opponent and the Bulls are go-

ing to have to rely on the chem-
istry that got them through the
regular season when Rose was
down and out.

Prediction: Chicago will
take the series in seven games,
4-3.

—Shri Ganeshram

(7) New York Knicks vs.
(2) Miami Heat

The Knicks-Heat series has
notlived up to the hype thus far,
as the Heat have dominated all
three games in the series. The
Heat’s trio of LeBron James,
Dwyane Wade, and Chris Bosh
has proven to be too much for
the Knicks to handle. It also
didn’t help that the Knicks lost
one of their best perimeter
defenders, Iman Shumpert to
a season ending ACL tear in
Game 1. This series has taken
an emotional and physical toll
on the Knicks as they also lost
star PF Amar’e Stoudemire af-
ter he struck a fire extinguisher
casing and lacerated his hand.
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