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Tetris life lessons
Who knew Tetris could teach you so 
much? CAMPUS LIFE, p. 6

soccer nets crucial victory
Engineers win 2-0 against Coast Guard 
Academy. SPORTS, p. 12

Impose a  
carbon tax
Keith Yost thinks a $20/
ton carbon tax makes 
sense. Do you? 
OPINION, p. 4

Institute Double Take
Stata looks especially cool in 
the autumn sun. 
CAMPUS LIFE, p. 6

In Short
Have a good idea? Why not pitch it at the MIT 100K Eleva-
tor Pitch Contest? The deadline to register is Monday, Oct. 24. 
Visit http://mit100k.org/register/ to do so.

Have another good idea? Stop by the IDEAS Generator Din-
ner this Wednesday at 9 p.m. in Walker Memorial.

Want a good idea? Teach high school and middle school stu-
dents for ESP’s Splash. The deadline to register is this Wednes-
day. Visit http://esp.mit.edu/teach/Splash/index.html.

Israel Ruiz SM ’01 was elected as MIT’s executive vice presi-
dent and treasurer by the MIT Corporation last Friday, suc-
ceeding Theresa M. Stone SM ’76. Ruiz assumes his new role 
immediately. 

The MIT Corporation, the Institute’s Board of Trustees, 
seeks recent alumni to join its ranks. Nominations for ’10, 
’11, and ’12 graduates must be submitted by 5 p.m. on Oct. 31, 
2011. Visit http://bit.ly/MITCorpNomination.

Send news information and tips to news@tech.mit.edu.

By Jaya Narain

The Undergraduate Association is 
developing a new proposal that aims 
to restructure MIT’s undergraduate 
government into a more cohesive 
body. According to a plan released 
by the UA Restructuring Committee, 
the UA Senate could be replaced by a 
council composed of independently 
elected dormitory and FSILG lead-
ers. If approved, the UA hopes to in-
state the new government during an 
IAP transition period.

Under the committee’s scheme, a 
UA council would replace the Senate 
as the sole representative and leg-
islative body of the UA. The council 
would be composed of the presi-
dents of each dormitory, the presi-
dent of the Interfraternity Council 
and three IFC delegates, the Pan-

hellenic Council president and one 
delegate, the Living Group Council 
speaker, and an off-campus repre-
sentative. Such a council would con-
solidate disparate undergraduate 
governments under a “single voice,” 
according to the committee’s report.

“If all the presidents are in a room 
speaking together, you’re pretty sure 
that’s what the students are saying,” 
committee member and UA Presi-
dent Allan E. Miramonti ’13 said. “It 
would do away with the pushing of 
one side of an issue.” 

Miramonti added that the new 
body would “replace the legislative 
aspect of the Senate with a consen-
sus-based opinion of the council. … 
Decisions would be a consensus of 
the body, not just a document signed 

By Adisa Kruayatidee
Staff Reporter

Leland Cheung, a former Sloan 
School of Management student who 
made headlines in 2009 for being 
the youngest person and first Asian-
American elected to the Cambridge 
City Council, is running for re-election. 
This season, Cheung’s main initiatives 
include promoting the local economy, 
affordable housing, public education, 
energy conservation, and government 
transparency. Cambridge residents 
will head to the polls on Nov. 8.

Running as an incumbent doesn’t 
convince Cheung that this campaign 
will be easier than his last. Historically, 
the newest Council member is not re-
elected, he noted. And in 2009, he was 

barely elected to the ninth seat on the 
Council with 754 No. 1 votes compared 
to the top candidate’s 1858 No. 1 votes. 

But Cheung differs from the other 
councillors in more ways than just be-
ing a rookie.

Robert Winters, who runs a popu-
lar website about Cambridge politics 
(http://rwinters.com), saw Cheung 
as an impressive first-timer. “He’s a 
proven activist,” Winters said, “In his 
first few weeks he filed more initiatives 
than some incumbents did in years.” 
(Winters is also a lecturer in MIT’s Con-
course program.)

Winters says he speaks on a regu-
lar basis with Cheung and the other 
councillors. From observation, Winters 

Register to vote by tomorrow!
Elections are just around the 

corner! You have until tomorrow, 
Oct. 19, to register to vote in the 
Nov. 8 Cambridge municipal elec-
tions. The deadline to register in 
Massachusetts for the Nov. 2 gen-
eral election passed on Oct. 13.

Massachusetts residents can-
not register to vote online or obtain 
a registration form online. To get a 
Massachusetts voter registration 
form, visit the City Clerk’s office, 
any Cambridge post office, or any 
branch of the Cambridge Public 
Library. Registration forms must 
be delivered in-person to the Cam-
bridge Election Commission (51 
Inman St., 1st floor) or postmarked 
by 8 p.m. on Oct. 19 to be valid for 
city elections. 

You can also fill out a voter reg-
istration form right at the election 

office, which is open from 8:30 a.m. 
to 8 p.m. tomorrow and 8:30 a.m. 
to 5 p.m. today.

If you’d rather not go out to reg-
ister, Cambridge will also accept 
National Mail Voter Registration 
forms which must be postmarked 
by the 19th. Those forms are avail-
able online at http://www.eac.gov/
voter_resources/register_to_vote.
aspx.

Alternatively, Massachusetts 
residents may complete a request 
form for a voter registration form at 
the Election Commission’s website 
(http://www.cambridgema.gov/
election/programsandservices/vo-
terregistration.aspx) to have one 
mailed to you. Since the deadline 
is tomorrow, don’t pick this option 
for now.

—Ethan A. Solomon

Kit Haines

MIT students who decided that there wasn’t enough power at the Occupy Boston protests sent over 
two bike-powered generators in case of an emergency.

Leland Cheung runs for re-election
Former MIT Sloan student shoots for 2nd term on City Council

Reporter’s notebook

Occupy Boston takes to streets
Thousands march in protest against government inaction 

UA restructuring 
plans surface again
Committee proposes UA council 
of dormitory and FSILG leaders

Restructuring, Page 11

Leland, Page 10

Courtesy of Leland Cheung

Leland Cheung is running for re-elec-
tion to Cambridge City Council.

By Kit Haines

Oct. 10, Columbus Day, 
marked the Big Labor and Stu-
dent Solidarity March, the larg-
est Occupy Boston protest so far. 
Since Sept. 30, Boston-area resi-
dents have come together to pro-
test in Dewey Square, acting in 
solidarity with the Occupy Wall 
Street Movement. On Columbus 
Day, the number of participants 
in the march was estimated to 
be around 10,000, according to 
Nadeem A. Mazem ’06, an Occu-
py Boston spokesperson and MIT 
squash coach.

Val Healy ’14 describes Occu-
py Boston as a new type of protest 
that acknowledges “the issues 

that are affecting our country 
are complex and numerous‚ that 
marching for one specific thing 
really does not address the whole 
picture. Instead, what we are do-
ing occupying, is building a com-
munity, educating each other, 
educating ourselves, educating 
the people around us about these 
issues‚ so that we don’t exclude 
each other from the revolution.”

Student groups joining the 
march were encouraged to meet 
at their respective schools before 
coming together on Boston Com-
mon at 1:30 p.m. that afternoon, 
leaving to join the other half of 
the protest at 3 p.m. in Dewey 
Square. 

The two groups with the larg-

est presence at Dewey Square 
were Veterans for Peace and Mass 
Uniting.

MIT Occupy Boston — an 
informal student group — was 
conceived on the night of Oct. 6 
by MIT graduate student James 
E. White G. Spreading the news 
through his email list mitoccupy-
boston@mit.edu, he received 
almost 20 RSVPs to the meeting; 
only four MIT students showed 
up to walk over to the protest, al-
though others met them there, he 
said.

When the group arrived at the 
Charlestown Bridge, the police 
stopped them due to the con-

Occupy, Page 8
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Situation for Noon Eastern Time, Tuesday, October 18, 2011

By Adam Liptak
The New York Times 

WASHINGTON — The Supreme 
Court agreed Monday to hear a pair 
of cases on whether corporations 
and political groups may be sued in 
U.S. courts for complicity in human 
rights abuses abroad.

The Supreme Court has offered 
only limited and tentative guidance 
on the general question of what 
sorts of human rights lawsuits may 
be brought in federal courts in the 
United States. The lower courts in 
both cases drew a clean line, saying 
that only individuals and not arti-
ficial entities like corporations are 
subject to being sued.

One of the cases was brought 
by 12 Nigerians, who said oil com-
panies affiliated with Royal Dutch 
Shell had aided and abetted the Ni-
gerian government in torture and 
executions in the Ogoni region of 
the country in the early 1990s. The 

plaintiffs sued under the Alien Tort 
Statute, a 1789 law that allows U.S. 
district courts to hear “any civil 
action by an alien for a tort only, 
committed in violation of the law 
of nations or a treaty of the United 
States.”

The meaning of that language 
is not obvious, and the law itself 
was largely ignored until the 1980s, 
when federal courts started to ap-
ply it in international human rights 
cases. A 2004 Supreme Court deci-
sion, Sosa v. Alvarez-Machain, left 
the door open to some claims un-
der the law, as long as they involved 
violations of international norms 
with “definite content and accep-
tance among civilized nations.”

A footnote in that decision in-
structed lower courts to consider 
a related question, too: “whether 
international law extends the 
scope of liability for a violation of 
a given norm to the perpetrator be-
ing sued, if the defendant is a pri-

vate actor such as a corporation or 
individual.”

With that prompting, a divided 
three-judge panel of the Second 
U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals, in 
New York, ruled that corporations 
were not subject to the law.

Judge Jose A. Cabranes, writing 
for the majority, said international 
jurisprudence since the Nurem-
berg trials after World War II allows 
human rights violations of interna-
tional law to be “charged against 
states and against individual men 
and women but not against juridi-
cal persons such as corporations.”

In a concurrence, Judge Pierre 
N. Leval said the case should have 
been dismissed on the narrower 
ground that the plaintiffs had not 
plausibly asserted that the oil com-
panies had assisted the Nigerian 
government for the purpose of per-
petrating human rights abuses, as 
opposed to obtaining protection 
for their operations.

By Eric Schmitt  
and Thom Shanker

The New York Times 

WASHINGTON — Just before 
the U.S.-led strikes against Libya 
in March, the Obama administra-
tion intensely debated whether to 
open the mission with a new kind 
of warfare: a cyberoffensive to dis-
rupt and even disable the Gadhafi 
government’s air-defense system, 
which threatened allied warplanes.

While the exact techniques un-
der consideration remain classi-
fied, the goal would have been to 
break through the firewalls of the 
Libyan government’s computer 
networks to sever military com-
munications links and prevent the 
early warning radars from gather-
ing information and relaying it to 
missile batteries aiming at NATO 
warplanes.

But administration officials and 
even some military officers balked, 
fearing that it might set a prece-
dent for other nations, in particular 
Russia or China, to carry out such 
offensives of their own, and ques-
tioning whether the attack could 

be mounted on such short notice. 
They were also unable to resolve 
whether the president had the 
power to proceed with such an at-
tack without informing Congress.

In the end, U.S. officials reject-
ed cyberwarfare and used conven-
tional aircraft, cruise missiles and 
drones to strike the Libyan air-de-
fense missiles and radars used by 
Moammar Gadhafi’s government.

This previously undisclosed de-
bate among a small circle of advis-
ers demonstrates that cyberoffen-
sives are a growing form of warfare. 
The question the United States fac-
es is whether and when to cross the 
threshold into overt cyberattacks.

Last year, a Stuxnet computer 
worm apparently wiped out a part 
of Iran’s nuclear centrifuges and 
delayed its ability to produce nu-
clear fuel. Although no entity has 
acknowledged being the source 
of the poisonous code, some evi-
dence suggests that the virus was a 
U.S.-Israeli project. And the Penta-
gon and military contractors regu-
larly repel attacks on their comput-
er networks — many coming from 
China and Russia.

The Obama administration is 
revving up the nation’s digital ca-
pabilities, while publicly empha-
sizing only its efforts to defend vital 
government, military and public 
infrastructure networks.

“We don’t want to be the ones 
who break the glass on this new 
kind of warfare,” said James An-
drew Lewis, a senior fellow at the 
Center for Strategic and Interna-
tional Studies, where he special-
izes in technology and national 
security.

That reluctance peaked dur-
ing planning for the opening sal-
vos of the Libya mission, and it 
was repeated on a smaller scale 
several weeks later, when military 
planners suggested a far narrower 
computer-network attack to pre-
vent Pakistani radars from spot-
ting helicopters carrying Navy Seal 
commandos on the raid that killed 
Osama bin Laden on May 2.

Again, officials decided against 
it. Instead, specially modified, ra-
dar-evading Black Hawk helicop-
ters ferried the strike team, and a 
still-secret stealthy surveillance 
drone was deployed.

Jordan’s king shakes up  
his government

AMMAN, Jordan — King Abdullah II of Jordan, under growing 
pressure to accelerate political reform and genuine anti-corrup-
tion measures, fired his government Monday, eight months after 
doing so for similar reasons in the early days of the Arab Spring.

In a statement announcing the change, Abdullah said, “We 
have accepted the resignation of Prime Minister Marouf al-Bakh-
it, taking into consideration the views of the various sectors of so-
ciety as well as a letter we have received from the parliamentary 
majority.”

Bakhit was seen by many as dragging his feet on political 
changes. His government also angered Jordanians with a law 
that made it a crime, punishable by a steep fine, to falsely accuse 
someone of corruption. The law is seen as an infringement on the 
media and free speech.

Also of concern are episodes of lawlessness, especially by 
groups thought to be working with the government, who have 
attacked opposition gatherings. The most recent example came 
Saturday when an anti-corruption conference, attended by op-
position figures and members of four prominent tribes, was dis-
rupted by attackers firing guns and throwing stones.

—Ranya Kadri and Ethan Bronner, The New York Times 

Blood tests for Down 
Syndrome are developed

New tests are coming to market that can detect Down syn-
drome in a fetus using a sample of the mother’s blood, potentially 
reducing the need for riskier invasive tests while also stirring ethi-
cal concerns.

Researchers say the new tests might not be reliable enough 
yet to replace amniocentesis or chorionic villus sampling, two 
invasive techniques that carry a slight risk of inducing a miscar-
riage. But they might lower the numbers of women who undergo 
those tests but then learn their fetus is normal.

“You will have dramatically fewer procedures,” said Dr. Ste-
phen A. Brown, an associate professor of obstetrics and gynecol-
ogy at the University of Vermont who has no financial relation-
ship with any of the companies. “It’s a game-changer.”

The first new test, which analyzes fetal DNA in the mother’s 
blood, is being offered in 20 major cities starting Monday by Se-
quenom, a biotechnology company in San Diego whose previous 
work on a Down syndrome test had been marred by a scandal 
over manipulating data that resulted in the firings of top officials.

The results of a study published online Monday by the journal 
Genetics in Medicine showed that Sequenom’s new test picked 
up 98.6 percent of Down syndrome cases. The false-positive rate 
— when the test incorrectly said that a baby would have Down 
syndrome — was 0.2 percent.

—Andrew Pollack, The New York Times 

Somali militants threaten 
Kenya over cross-border troops

NAIROBI, Kenya — A big battle may be shaping up in south-
ern Somalia between the Kenyan military, which took the un-
usual step of sending hundreds of soldiers into Somalia over the 
weekend, and the Shabab militant group, a ruthless franchise 
of al-Qaida that vowed Monday to attack Kenya in retaliation.

Kenyan military officials sought to reassure the public that 
they were on guard for reprisal suicide bombings in Kenya’s 
capital, Nairobi, the business hub of East Africa and a popular 
tourist spot.

Kenyan officials also implied that their military operation 
might be far more ambitious than the originally stated goal 
— simply pushing the Shabab back from the Kenya-Somalia 
border — and that Kenyan troops were prepared to go as far as 
Kismayo, a Shabab stronghold about 100 miles up the Indian 
Ocean coast.

—Jeffrey Gettleman, The New York Times 

By Shaena Berlin

Fall has arrived in full force 
in Cambridge, accompanied 
by its variable sometimes-
gorgeous and sometimes-
miserable weather. After two 
beautiful weekends in a row, 
it looks as though we will con-
tinue the pattern of midweek 
rain and clouds on Wednes-
day to Thursday and then go 
on to have yet another sunny 
and pleasant weekend.

Down South, torrential 
rain threatens Florida and 
has already caused major 
flooding in Central America. 
In the Rockies, several ski re-
sorts in Colorado have already 
opened their gates for the 
winter a mere 100 days after 
closing them from last season. 
There remain only two more 
months before we, too, can re-
lax and go skiing (or curl up by 
a fireplace, if that is more your 
style).

Pattern of beautiful 
weekends and rainy 
midweeks to continue

Supreme Court to hear two 
human rights cases

US considered cyberwarfare 
in Libya attack plan

Extended Forecast
Today: Partly sunny. High near 68°F (19°C). SW winds at 10 

mph.
Tonight: Mostly cloudy. Low near 52°F (11°C).
Tomorrow: Rainy and cool. Possible rain accumulation of 

1–2 inches. Temperatures in the 50s (10-15°C). 
Thursday: Mostly cloudy. High near 66°F (19°C). Low near 

48°F (9°C).
Friday: Partly sunny. Highs in the low 60s (16°C). Lows in 

the low 40s (4°C).
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Quick release of Ukrainian is 
unlikely, leader hints

KIEV, Ukraine — President Viktor F. Yanukovich of Ukraine sug-
gested Monday that he is not bending to international pressure to free 
his political rival, Yulia V. Tymoshenko, despite his desire to complete 
a deal that would integrate the country with Western Europe.

Tymoshenko was sentenced last week to seven years in prison, in 
a case that was condemned in both Russia and the West as politically 
motivated.

European leaders had hoped that the sentence might be hurriedly 
reversed in Ukraine’s Parliament this week — in part because Yanu-
kovich is due for an official visit Thursday to Brussels, where leaders 
have warned that they may not receive him. Yanukovich poured cold 
water on such speculation Monday, however, telling reporters he was 
willing to take that risk.

For months, Western officials have protested the prosecution of 
Tymoshenko, a former prime minister, who was charged with harm-
ing Ukraine by agreeing to pay a high price for Russian natural gas. 
The critics seemed to have leverage, since Ukraine is on the verge of 
signing free trade and association deals with the European Union. 
Hours after the conviction of Tymoshenko, moreover, Yanukovich 
said the verdict was “not a final decision.”

—Ellen Barry, The New York Times 

Pro-Gadhafi enclave in desert 
reported to fall after battle

Libyan forces fighting the vestiges of Moammar Gadhafi’s toppled 
regime said Monday that anti-Gadhafi fighters were in complete 
control of Bani Walid, a loyalist desert enclave south of Tripoli, the 
capital, but had yet to proclaim total victory in his Mediterranean 
hometown of Sirte.

Bani Walid and Sirte, the last holdouts of pro-Gadhafi resistance, 
have prevented the National Transitional Council, the interim gov-
ernment, from declaring the official end of the Gadhafi era in the 
nearly two months since Gadhafi fled Tripoli and went underground.

Western news agencies with correspondents close to Bani Walid 
said anti-Gadhafi fighters had driven into the center of the enclave, 
raised the new Libyan flag, fired machine guns into the air and 
screamed, “God is Great!” in victory chants.

Agence France-Presse quoted Seif al-Lasi, a commander of one 
of the units that assaulted Bani Walid, as saying the city had been 
“completely liberated.” The news agency also quoted Musa Yunis, the 
overall commander of the assault force, as saying that all pro-Gadhafi 
resistance had stopped and that the loyalists had taken off their mili-
tary uniforms, changing to civilian clothes to avoid arrest.

Previous victory claims by the National Transitional Council have 
often proved overly optimistic. But if their accounts about Bani Walid 
are verified, that would mean that a small district within Sirte is the 
last remaining pocket of pro-Gadhafi forces in Libya.

—Rick Gladstone, The New York Times 

By Michael Schwirtz
The New York Times 

MOSCOW — Prime Minister 
Vladimir V. Putin confronted criti-
cism over his decision to seek a 
return to the presidency next year, 
warning in a television interview 
shown Monday of a return to the 
volatility of previous decades should 
Russia swerve from its current 
course.

“They say that things cannot get 
any worse,” Putin said, referring to 
his critics. “But I would be wary. It is 
enough to take two or three incorrect 
steps and all that came before could 
overcome us before we know it.”

He continued: “We lived through 
the collapse of the country. We lived 
through a very difficult period in the 

1990s. Only in the 2000s did we be-
gin to get to our feet. We are stabiliz-
ing the situation, and of course we 
need stable development ahead.”

The session, which was shown 
on Russia’s three major government-
connected television channels, fol-
lowed a similar interview last month 
by Dmitry A. Medvedev, Russia’s 
current president, in which he tried 
to allay frustrations, particularly in 
liberal circles, over his decision an-
nounced in September to cede the 
presidency to Putin.

Supporters credit Putin, who has 
been in power for 12 years, with pull-
ing Russia from the chaos that en-
veloped the country after the Soviet 
collapse. But there are fears that his 
return to the presidency, possibly 
for another 12 years, could mire the 

country in stagnation, or worse, lead 
to further limitations on political and 
human rights.

In Monday’s interview, Putin ac-
knowledged such sentiments, but 
dismissed his critics, saying they of-
fer no alternatives.

“Our opponents need to propose 
their own program,” he said. “And 
more importantly, they need to show 
through practical work what they 
can do better.”

Since coming to power, Putin has 
eliminated most legitimate opposi-
tion, leaving Russia with a smatter-
ing of parties loyal to the Kremlin 
and little in the way of civil society. 
Few doubt that he will win elections 
next year, though he took issue with 
critics who said Russians would have 
no choice in the matter.

Bank forecasts Eastern Europe will 
grow more slowly due to debt crisis

Putin defends his decision to 
seek a return to the presidency

By Jack Ewing
The New York Times 

FRANKFURT, Germany — A 
major development bank sharply 
reduced its growth forecast for 
Eastern Europe on Tuesday and 
warned of risks to the region’s 
banks, another example of how 
the sovereign debt crisis is radiat-
ing outside the eurozone.

The European Bank for Re-
construction and Development 
— which lends to businesses and 
governments in the former Soviet 
bloc and is underwritten by Eu-

rope and the United States — cut 
its growth estimate for Central Eu-
rope and the Baltics to 1.7 percent 
for 2012.

In July, the bank predicted 
an expansion of 3.4 percent for 
the eight countries in the region, 
which stretches from Croatia to 
Estonia.

Southeastern Europe, which 
includes Romania, Bulgaria, Ser-
bia, and four other countries, will 
grow 1.6 percent next year, the 
bank said, down from a forecast 
of 3.7 percent in July. Those coun-
tries are suffering from their ties to 

Greece, the eurozone country with 
the gravest debt and economic 
problems.

Even the revised predictions 
may be optimistic, because they 
are based on the assumption that 
Western Europe will slow to a 
standstill but avoid recession, and 
that policymakers will manage to 
contain the debt crisis. 

In recent weeks many econo-
mists have started predicting that 
Europe is headed for recession. 
Whether European leaders man-
age to tame the debt crisis is an 
open question.

Coop Announces an 8.5% Patronage Rebate!
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Coop patronage rebate checks will be mailed beginning Tuesday, November 01, 2011 to the address designated in the 
Coop’s membership records. To avoid misdirection of your rebate check visit www.thecoop.com to verify or update your 
mailing address no later than Saturday, October 29, 2011

HTTP://www.thecoop.com
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OPINION POLICY
Editorials are the official opinion of The Tech. They are 

written by the Editorial Board, which consists of Chairman 
Joseph Maurer, Editor in Chief Ethan A. Solomon, Managing 
Editor Connor Kirschbaum, Executive Editor Aislyn Schalck, 
and Opinion Editors Nina Sinatra and Ryan Normandin.

Dissents are the signed opinions of editorial board 
members choosing to publish their disagreement with the 
editorial.

Letters to the editor, columns, and editorial cartoons are 
written by individuals and represent the opinion of the author, 
not necessarily that of the newspaper. Electronic submissions 
are encouraged and should be sent to letters@tech.mit.edu. 
Hard copy submissions should be addressed to The Tech, 
P.O. Box 397029, Cambridge, Mass. 02139-7029, or sent by 
interdepartmental mail to Room W20-483. All submissions 
are due by 4:30 p.m. two days before the date of publication.

Letters, columns, and cartoons must bear the authors’ 
signatures, addresses, and phone numbers. Unsigned letters 
will not be accepted. The Tech reserves the right to edit or 

condense letters; shorter letters will be given higher priority. 
Once submitted, all letters become property of The Tech, and 
will not be returned. Letters, columns, and cartoons may also 
be posted on The Tech’s Web site and/or printed or published 
in any other format or medium now known or later that 
becomes known. The Tech makes no commitment to publish 
all the letters received.

Guest columns are opinion articles submitted by members 
of the MIT or local community.

TO REACH US
The Tech’s telephone number is (617) 253-1541. E-mail is the 

easiest way to reach any member of our staff. If you are unsure 
whom to contact, send mail to general@tech.mit.edu, and it 
will be directed to the appropriate person. You can reach the 
editor in chief by e-mailing eic@tech.mit.edu. Please send 
press releases, requests for coverage, and information about 
errors that call for correction to news@tech.mit.edu. Letters to 
the editor should be sent to letters@tech.mit.edu. The Tech can 
be found on the World Wide Web at http://tech.mit.edu.

A pie-chart infographic published Nov. 2, 2010 incorrectly indicated that 20 
percent of respondents to a political survey answered “unsure” when asked which 
political party best represented their views. Only 13 percent of the more than 2100 
graduate and undergraduate students respondents answered “unsure” to that ques-
tion (though the relative size of pie-chart segments did reflect this).
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By Keith Yost
Staff columnist

Earlier this year, the Inter-Agency 
Working Group on the Social Cost of Car-
bon, a panel assembled for the purpose 
of estimating the harm that a ton of CO2 
emissions causes to the world, concluded 
its efforts to put a price tag on greenhouse 
gas emissions. Using up-to-date scien-
tific assessments and an appropriate time 
discounting of future harms, the working 
group concluded that the Environmental 
Protection Agency and other federal bod-
ies should use $21 as the baseline estimate 
of the damage caused by releasing a ton of 
CO2 into the atmosphere.

Conveniently, the Congressional Bud-
get Office made an estimate of its own 
shortly after: how much extra revenue 
would the U.S. government collect if it 
were to levy a carbon tax of $20/ton CO2 
and increase that tax by 5.6 percent each 
year?

The answer, as it turns out, is quite a 
lot. Over a ten-year window, the CBO ex-
pects such a carbon tax would collect $1.18 
trillion.

There are many legitimate arguments 
against the introduction of a carbon tax. 

For one, carbon taxes are regressive, fall-
ing disproportionately on the poor. For 
another, they require the introduction of a 
wholly new tax administration system. But 
the most important of the criticisms boils 
down to this: of that $21 in harm that a ton 
of CO2 causes, only $1 of it is inflicted on 
American citizens.

So, why should the U.S. adopt carbon 
taxes, when such a large fraction of the 
benefits from reducing global warming ac-
crue to other nations?

There are three reasons why carbon 
taxes are a sensible solution:

Firstly, U.S. policy should make some 
allowance for the welfare of non-citizens. 
The U.S. spends billions of dollars in aid, 
either directly, through its own programs, 
or indirectly, through support for interna-
tional efforts — why should it balk at pro-
viding aid through another channel?

Secondly, the U.S., if it plays its diplo-
matic cards right, should be able to lever-
age an offer of reducing emissions into 
wealth transfers to the U.S. from benefit-
ing countries, or corresponding cuts to 
those countries’ emissions. Just because 
past efforts to reach a collective agreement 
on carbon abatement have failed doesn’t 
mean that they are forever doomed, and 

even a partial agreement would mean 
recouping a sizeable fraction of the $21 
benefit.

Finally, and most importantly, excise 
taxes have a very low bar to clear to make 
them superior to regular income taxes. So 
long as the choice is between carbon taxes 
and income taxes, the question is not how 
much deadweight loss a carbon tax pro-
duces in absolute terms, but rather how 
much it produces relative to the income 
tax. If, for example, carbon taxes produce 
twenty cents of loss to society per dollar 
of revenue, while income taxes destroy fif-
teen cents of value, then the $1 of benefits 
that accrues to American citizens could 
justify a carbon tax of $20.

Taken together, it may well be that the 
optimal carbon tax is even higher than 
the textbook optimal Pigouvian tax rate of 
$21/ton. It is important to remember that 
a dollar of revenue collected through car-
bon taxes is a dollar less needed in spend-
ing cuts and tax hikes — even the most 
efficiency-minded conservative, so long as 
they recognize the harms posed by global 
warming, should be willing to offset in-
come taxes with carbon taxes.

Action: Institute a $20/ton tax on Car-
bon dioxide. 10-year savings: $1.18 trillion

getting out of the red

Less red with more green
Carbon tax is a sensible, money-saving option
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Crossword Puzzle
Solution, page 11

ACROSS 
	 1	Madame Bovary
	 5	Wise men
	10	Prison knife
	14	Prom goer
	15	Chubby
	16	Helper
	17	Gator’s cousin
	18	Skylit courtyards
	19	Wrinkled citrus fruit
	20	Start of a quip
	23	Unseal, poetically
	24	That girl
	25	Type of tire
	28	Yrbk. section
	31	Killer whales
	35	Is qualified to
	36	Installed again, as tiles
	39	Grab a bite
	40	Part 2 of quip
	43	Frequently
	44	Change with the times
	45	Sort of soldier or hat?
	46	Name on a check
	48	Printer’s measures

	49	Scottish feudal lord
	51	19th of a certain series
	53	Sault __ Marie
	54	End of quip
	63	Halo
	64	Kind of trail
	65	State of relaxation
	66	Royal ruler
	67	Immature seed
	68	Be in a huff
	69	Latin I verb
	70	Stitch again
	71	Affirmative votes

	DOWN
	 1	Make a lasting 

impression?
	 2	No more than
	 3	Feline reply
	 4	Relay finisher
	 5	Elbow room
	 6	Choir member
	 7	Ashram figure
	 8	Kuwait’s ruler
	 9	Rhubarbs

	10	Golden table wine
	11	Lofty
	12	Like a couch potato
	13	Layer of ore
	21	Massenet work
	22	HBO rival
	25	Add to the heap?
	26	Singer Abdul
	27	Irk
	28	One possessed?
	29	Synthetic fabric
	30	Window bases
	32	__ del Sol
	33	Sean of “The Lord of the 

Rings”
	34	Glistened
	37	Cote resident
	38	Fourth of MMXVI
	41	Cheap ocean passage
	42	Sporty Chevy
	47	Erhard’s program
	50	Religious dissent
	52	Relish
	53	Hag
	54	Edible first prize

	55	Arles assents
	56	Samovars
	57	Basilica section
	58	Artistic work

	59	Lacquered metalware
	60	See socially
	61	Sailing
	62	Poisonous evergreens

Instructions: Fill in the grid so that each column, row, and 3 by 3 grid contains exactly 
one of each of the digits 1 through 9.

Instructions: Fill in the grid so that each column and row contains exactly one of each 
of the numbers 1–6. Follow the mathematical operations for each box.

Sudoku
Solution, page 11

9 5 1
5 6

1 6 8 4 3
6 2 7 1

7 3
5 6 3 2
1 8 2 9 6

4 3
6 4 9

Techdoku
Solution, page 10

180× 1− 4÷

4 6× 6×

90× 18+

8× 3

40× 36×

6× 1 5

Dilbert� by Scott Adams
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Nerdy with a chance of random

Don’t be a block-head
Tetris isn’t just a mindless procrastination tool; it can teach you some good lessons, too

By Amanda Aparicio
Staff columnist

“Why do you keep playing that game? 
Shouldn’t you be doing some real work?”

I ponder this. I look at my work, look at 
the game of Tetris on my computer, now 
back to my work, now back to Tetris. Sadly, 
my work is not Tetris. But why does that 
mean my countless hours of playing mul-
tiplayer Tetris games are unproductive? 
To the untrained eye, I have wasted pre-
cious time rotating colorful boxes in order 
to make them fit together; however, after 
playing more than 2,500 games of Tetris 
since January (and no, I’m not exagger-
ating), I realize that I’ve actually learned 
some valuable lessons from the game.

Perfection is unnecessary
“Crap!” Anyone who has ever been 

around me while I play Tetris would say 
that I come down with a bad case of sail-
or’s mouth whenever I accidentally put a 
piece in the wrong place or orientation. In 
the beginning of my Tetris addiction, my 
level of frustration and annoyance could 
be modeled by an exponential function, 
growing as I frantically attempted to cor-
rect my error while simultaneously trying 
to beat the suckers playing against me. As 
can be predicted, I would spend so much 
time fixated on this one mistake that my 
competitors would far surpass me, lead-
ing to my ultimate defeat. This sort of pat-
tern contin-
ued for quite 
some time 
until one day 
I decided, 
“Who cares?” 
If I could just 

accept the mistake and keep going on, it 
wouldn’t matter if my playing field didn’t 
look perfect. Why couldn’t I just keep mov-
ing forward? From that day forth, whenev-
er I would make a minor mistake, my level 
of frustration and annoyance looked more 
like a delta function — instantaneously 
there, instantaneously gone, and with an 
infinite magnitude. 

Creativity trumps wishful 
thinking

For someone who is new to the game of 
Tetris, using a legendary linear blue piece 
to clear lines is the equivalent of a using 
a matrix to solve a system of equations: it 
takes a huge, cluttered mess and reduces 
it down to a manageable form. But with 
more experience, the elation once felt 
at the arrival of the blue piece — like the 
coming of the Tetris savior — transforms 
into a more humdrum, “Oh, that’s con-
venient” feeling. As I played and experi-
mented with configurations of the pieces, 
I learned that there is so much more that 
can be done to clear lines in Tetris than to 
just wait for the blue piece. Instead of just 
pining away, staring longingly at the array 
of “Next Piece” wait-
ing for the blue piece 
to show up, I started to 
utilize the other pieces 
to their full potential, 
thereby eliminating the 
unknown crutch that 

the blue piece had become. Using imagi-
nation and innovation, better strategies 
and combinations could be made, giving 
an edge over those who just wait for Big 
Blue.

Remember your sanity
There have been many times that I’ve 

played Tetris when I’ve experienced a si-
nusoidal wave of performance. There’s the 
warm-up when I’m not doing horribly but 
I’m not doing great either. Then, there’s 
the peak performance when I’m function-
ing at the natural frequency of the game, 
perfectly in sync with the rhythm of Tetris, 
winning each round with ease. Finally, I 
have a massive decline in performance, 
undoing all that I accomplished during 
the height of my game. I sit at my com-
puter thinking, “Crap, my displacement is 
zero.” 

Feeling discontent with this zero, 
I would push myself harder, continue 
playing some more, and hope to regain a 
shrivel of star status performance. Alas, 
Tetris does not work that way, and my 
game would worsen with the extra effort 
— similar to how a Chinese finger trap 
works. Due to 
my stubborn-
ness, I had to 
go through 
multiple cy-
cles of this 
before I real-

ized that I should take 
a break from playing 
Tetris. Even though this 
sounds like a paradox, 
applied in daily life, it’s 
helped me to realize 
that taking a break from 
something does not 
mean that defeat has 
been accepted — rather, 
it allows for recupera-
tion and the chance to 
start the fight again in 
prime condition.

The next time people 
scold me about play-
ing Tetris, I will proudly 
proclaim the life les-
sons I have learned. I 
will look them in the eye 
and tell them, without 
blinking, how Tetris has 
taught me not to sweat 
the small stuff, about 
the importance of cre-
ativity, and how to pick 
my battles. I will then 
delve into a soliloquy 

about the trials 
and tribulations suffered during 
my Tetris battles, relating each 
disappointment, each victory, 
and each awesome combo made. 
They will be made to regret the 
day that they decided to question 

the validity of 
Tetris.

Or, I’ll just 
look at them 
with an apa-
thetic look on 
my face and go 
back to play-
ing my game. 
Not all people 
can be made 
to understand 
the intricacies 
of Tetris.

Events � Oct. 18 – oct. 24 
Tuesday
(3:30 p.m. – 4:30 p.m.) F/ASIP (Freshman/Alumni Summer 

Internship Program) Information Session — 4-163

(7:00 p.m. – 9:00 p.m.) MCAT Information Session with 
Princeton Review — 2-105

Wednesday
(4:00 p.m. – 5:30 p.m.) 2006 Lemelson-MIT Student Prize 

Winner, Carl Dietrich Co-Founder of Terrafugia — See Ter-
rafugia’s “roadable aircraft” — Student Center Plaza

(7:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m.) Liturgical Music Workshop — MIT 
Chapel

Thursday
(4:30 p.m. – 6:00 p.m.) Starr Forum: Border Security in the 

21st Century — 66-110

(5:00 p.m. – 6:00 p.m.) MTA Composer Forum featuring 
Professor Tod Machover — Lewis Music Library

Friday
(5:00 p.m. – 6:30 p.m.) Turk, Upon Retirement, to Reflect on 

Being a Humanist at MIT: Lecture with Professor Edward 
B. Turk — E14-633

(7:00 p.m., 10:00 p.m.) LSC shows Fast Five — 26-100

(8:00 p.m. – 10:00 p.m.) MIT Symphony Orchestra concert 
— Kresge Auditorium

Saturday
(7:00 p.m., 10:00 p.m.) LSC shows Paul — 26-100

(9:00 a.m. – 7:00 p.m.) MIT Sport Taekwondo Tournament — 
Johnson Indoor Track

Sunday
(8:00 p.m. – 10:00 p.m.) Diwali Night Culture Show — 

Kresge Auditorium

Monday
(6:00 p.m. – 9:00 p.m.) RFID SIG: Fashion, Retail & the Sup-

ply Chain — 32-141

Send your campus events to  
events@tech.mit.edu.

By Jaswanth Madhavan
staff photographer

The Stata Center is brilliantly 
illuminated on a summerlike 
day in fall. The rays of the late 
afternoon sun hit the building 
at an angle, creating an aes-
thetically pleasing effect. What 
is particularly appealing about 
this photo is the presence of the 
stairway and its illumination, 
which emphasizes the amphi-
theater in the lower half of the 
photo. The two trees and their 
seemingly random placement 
provide for a contrast in this 
otherwise overwhelmingly or-
ange theme.

The 730,000 square foot 
Stata Center was completed 
in 2004 and replaced MIT’s 
Building 20. It was the result 
of a campus expansion in the 
1990s that intended to revital-
ize the northeast campus and 
represent MIT’s intellectual 
endeavors. Interestingly, this 
amphitheater was the subject 
of a lawsuit in which MIT sued 
Stata Center’s architect Frank 
Gehry and two construction 
companies for design flaws. The 
suit was prompted by massive 
drainage leaks that resulted in 
a $1.5 million reconstruction of 
the amphitheater. Fortunately, 
the problems have been fixed, 
so you don’t have to worry 
about it anymore!

Institute Double Take
Aperture: 

ƒ/7.1
Exposure 
Time: 
	 1/500 sec.

Sensitivity: 
ISO 200

Effective 
Focal Length: 
	 24 mm
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MIT Bldg 66-110 |  25 Ames Street, Cambridge  

Thurs, Oct 20, 2011, 4:30 PM

Speakers:

in the 21st Century

CIS STARR FORUM

Border Security

web.mit.edu/cis | starrforum@mit.edu
M I T  C E N T E R  F O R  I N T E R N AT I O N A L  S T U D I E S

Co-sponsored with MISTI and MIT Mexico 
Free and open to the public

Alan Bersin  
Commissioner of 
U.S. Customs and 
Border Protection

Chappell Lawson 
Associate Professor of 
Political Science at MIT, 
Director of MISTI

David He

Vassar Street was blocked off by the Cambridge Fire Department due to a gas leak on the night of 
Friday, Oct. 14.

Organ Concerts in the MIT Chapel 
Begin this Week 

Wednesdays 12:05-12:35pm 

October 19 ~ Mark Dwyer 
Church of the Advent, Boston 

October 26 ~ Rosalind Mohnsen 
Immaculate Conception Church, Malden-Medford 

November 2 ~ Leonardo Ciampa 
Music of the 21st Century, Part I 

November 9 ~ Leonardo Ciampa 
Music of the 21st Century, Part II 

November 16 ~ Christian Lane 
Harvard University 

 

 

Questions? cenglish@mit.edu 

Receive free health and genetic screenings
Make a real difference in the lives of families 

SPERM DONORS

Invest minimal time

APPLY ONLINE:

                 SPERMBANK.com

Earn up to 

per month

- convenient Cambridge location

 
 
 
 
 

Following opportunity is open to eligible Sophomore and/or Junior students in the  
School of Engineering and the School of Science 

 
THE BARRY M. GOLDWATER SCHOLARSHIP 

 
The Barry M. Goldwater Scholarship and Excellence in Education Program was 
established by Congress in 1986 to honor Senator Barry M. Goldwater, who served his 
country for 56 years as a soldier and statesman, including 30 years of service in the U.S. 
Senate.  The purpose of this program is to provide a continuing source of highly qualified 
scientists, mathematicians, and engineers by awarding scholarships to college students 
who intend to pursue careers in these fields. 
 
The Goldwater Program provides scholarships of up to $7500 per academic year.  
Sophomore scholarship recipients will be eligible for two years of scholarship support.  
Junior scholarship recipients will be eligible for one year of scholarship support. 
 

If you feel you are qualified for one of these prestigious awards, please discuss this 
with your academic advisor or your Department Head.  

 
Nominations must be from YOUR DEPARTMENT and are due at the School of 

Science or School of Engineering Dean’s Office (as appropriate to your major) by 
 

Monday, November 14, 2011 
 

For further information:   
Contact your Undergraduate Officer,  

http://www.act.org/goldwater/ or http://web.mit.edu/engineering/goldwater.html 
School of Engineering contact: Maria Marangiello, x3-8012, mariam@mit.edu 

School of Science contact: Elaina Burke, x4-5691, eidzenga@mit.edu 
 
 
 
  

    
 

Exceptional Egg Donor Needed
Loving couple in search of attractive, well-rounded/highly 

accomplished woman under 28 to help them become parents.

Compensation exceeding $10,000 for the right donor & travel 
expenses paid.

Contact Dawn@ Fertilityalternatives@gmail.com or 858-391-8393 
for more info on process & eligibility.

Do you like doodling during class? 
Are your psets covered with drawings? 
If so, become a Tech Illustrator!

E-mail join@tech.mit.edu
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T h e   L  i  f  e   S c i  e n c e s  R e s e a r  c h   P o r  t  a l

where intelligence goes to work®

Your Campus
NSA Is Coming to

Meet and talk with recruiters to discover excellent career 
opportunities in these fields:

U.S. citizenship is required. NSA is an Equal Opportunity Employer. All applicants for employment are considered without 
regard to race, color, religion, sex, national origin, age, marital status, disability, sexual orientation, or status as a parent.

opportunities in these fields:

U.S. citizenship is required. NSA is an Equal Opportunity Employer. All applicants for employment are considered without 
regard to race, color, religion, sex, national origin, age, marital status, disability, sexual orientation, or status as a parent.

Search NSA to DownloadSearch NSA Careers 

KNOWINGMATTERS

Get to know NSA.
Pre-Select Interviews
Friday, October 21
8:30 a.m. - 5 p.m.

U.S. CITIZENSHIP REQUIRED

MIT
Building 12
Room 172

 Computer/Electrical ■■

Engineering
Computer Science■■

Information Assurance■■

Mathematics■■

Foreign Language■■

Intelligence Analysis■■

Cryptanalysis■■

Signals Analysis■■

Business & Contracting■■

Finance & Accounting ■■

 Paid Internships, ■■

Scholarships and Co-op 
>>  Plus other opportunities

11BWNS-02_4x6.indd   1 10/6/11   10:17:38 AM

Do you want to know how to balance 
a carbon footprint and a bottom line? 
Interested in studying the environment 
or sustainable development? 
Columbia University and the Earth 
Institute have many programs that 
address these issues.

At the Environmental and Sustainable
Development Programs Open House, learn
how our programs can help you reach your
educational goals. Whether you are interested 
in global poverty alleviation, sustainable 
development, sustainability management, ecology 
or environmental policy, Columbia University has 
a program for you.

October 24 / 4–7 p.m.
Low Memorial Library, Columbia University 
(116th and Broadway)

earth.columbia.edu/education

For more information or to RSVP, please contact 
Louise Rosen at ei-students@ei.columbia.edu 

or call 212-851-8158. 

Undergraduate Programs

›  Sustainable Development
› Earth and Environmental  

 Sciences
› Earth and Environmental

 Engineering
› Ecology, Evolution and

 Environmental Biology 

› Environmental Biology
› Environmental Science
› Environmental Policy
› Summer Ecosystem Experience  

 for Undergraduates (SEE-U)

Postbaccalaureate Program

› Ecology, Evolution and

 Environmental Biology

Doctoral Programs 

› Ph.D. Sustainable Development 
› Ph.D. Earth and Environmental  

 Engineering
› Ph.D. Earth and Environmental  

 Sciences
› Ph.D. Atmospheric Science 
› Ph.D. Environmental Health  

 Sciences 
› Ph.D. Ecology and Evolutionary  

 Biology 
› Ph.D. Evolutionary Primatology

Graduate Programs

› M.S. Sustainability Management
› M.A. Conservation Biology 
› M.S. Earth Resources  

 Engineering  
› M.A. Climate and Society 
› M.P.H. Environmental Health  

 Sciences
› M.P.A. Environmental Science  

 and Policy
›  M.P.A. Development Practice 
›  M.I.A./M.P.A. Energy and  

 Environment

Certifi cate Programs 

› Environmental Policy  
› Conservation Biology  

› Conservation and Environmental  

 Sustainability

Fellowships 

› Marie Tharp Visiting Fellowship 

 (for poverty reduction)

Other Graduate Credit-Bearing 
Programs 

› The Inquire Institute

Environmental and Sustainable Development Programs 

from new_skills import *

def learnMarketableJobSkills():
    return linux, OSX, javascript, applescript, perl, python, PHP

if self.interest == True: 
    print “E-mail join@tech.mit.edu”

----:----F1 joinTechno.py       (Python)--L1--Top-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------

File   Edit   Options   Buffers    Tools   Im-Python   Python   Help

cern that the bridge would buckle 
under the crowd’s weight. Mazem 
said that the group was able to 
discuss among itself the appro-
priate motion to take — avoiding 
the bridge. They came to con-
sensus using the “people’s mic”: 
everyone repeats what they hear 
so that communications ripple 
throughout the crowd so everyone 
can hear what is said; then a vote 
amongst the crowd is taken.

When the crowds returned to 
Dewey Park after the march, the 
movement wanted to “expand and 
incorporate these people [the pro-
testers] into the discussion about 
government and reforming the 
American financial system,” Ma-
zem said. The crowd was too large 
to fit on the piece of land that they 
had originally occupied, so they 
decided to send a group across the 
street to another northern part of 
Dewey square.	

The Rose Kennedy Greenway 
Conservatory, which manages and 
maintains the line of parks including 
Dewey Square, had previously been 
tolerant of the protesters. Although 
the protesters had not applied for 
or received permits for “any set up 
including but not limited to tables 
and chairs, tents, podiums or ampli-
fied sounds,” the Conservatory char-
acterized the occupation in a press 
release as “cooperative with the Gre-
enway Conservatory and the Boston 
Police Department.”	

The Conservatory and police, 
however, said that they “have made 
it clear to the protesters that they 
could not expand to the areas of the 
Greenway beyond Dewey Square.” 
It was unclear if the Conservatory’s 
statements applied to the northern 
part of Dewey Square, but the police 
issued an ultimatum to be out by 
midnight. It was decided by consen-
sus in a general assembly that the 
occupiers would continue to occupy 
both camps.

Healy was linking arms with 
other protesters around the origi-
nal camp. Thirty police vehicles 
rolled in at once, in uniform and 
riot gear, ignoring the first camp as 
they surrounded the second camp, 
said Healy. From where Healy was 
sitting, the flags of Veterans for 
Peace could be seen falling as po-

lice knocked them down, he said.
According to White, the police 

used ziptie handcuffs on the pro-
testers — including himself — and 
some protesters who fell on the 
ground were kicked or picked up 
by the handcuffs.

Mazem says the “way that [the 
police] conducted themselves 
[was] entirely inappropriate to the 
conductive and peaceful nature of 
the protest.” Videos of the arrests 
have been published online and 
depict police pulling up the pro-
testers by the neck — something 
that White said was not nearly as 
bad as it looked.

Boston police maintain that 
their behavior was entirely appro-
priate and justified, and that offi-
cers are allowed to defend them-
selves if threatened in a crowd.

According to the Boston Police, 
141 people were arrested at the 
protest. Boston Mayor Tom Me-
nino called NECN’s The Morning 
Show to say that he “sympathize[s] 
with their issues, some of those 
issues we really have to look at 
in America, but when it comes to 
civil disobedience, I will not toler-
ate civil disobedience in the city 
of Boston. There are a lot of other 
people in the city who live here, 
and have to go about their daily 
chores, and I will not allow people 
to paralyze our city.”

Since the Columbus Day pro-
test and arrests, Occupy Boston 
has continued, hosting another 
large student march this Satur-
day, from Dewey to Copley and 
back. They were chanting, “Off of 
the sidewalks and into the streets,” 
“Whose streets? Our streets,” “We 
are the 99 percent and so are you,” 
“There ain’t no power like the pow-
er of the people, cause the power 
of the people don’t stop,” and “The 
people, united, will never be de-
feated.” Police cleared roads of 
traffic prior to the marches.

Costas Boussios ME ’93 has 
found another way to contribute to 
the movement. Boussios is work-
ing on a social networking site to 
help citizens connect with politi-
cal leaders in an efficient manner. 
The site, called “Citizen Compass,” 
is still in testing, but he worked at 
Occupy Boston on Saturday to en-
courage people to sign up for the 
beta version.

Two camps emerge
Dewey Square sees larger crowds
Occupy, Page 1
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10% Discount on $15
(or more) order with MIT ID.

Royal Bengal
Boston’s only authentic Bengali Cuisine restaurant

Open Daily Except Monday 
11:30 am – 11:30 pm
Lunch Buffet $7.95
Reasonably Priced Dinners

313 Mass. Ave., Cambridge
(617) 491-1988

T: Red Line, Bus #1 – Central Square

Free delivery for orders over $10.
Take-out, platters, and catering available.
http://www.royalbengalrestaurant.com/

617-373-3244
gspa@neu.edu
www.msamba.neu.edu

Start Your Career 
in Accounting.

• Earn two degrees in just 15 months.
• Complete a 3-month paid residency at a leading accounting firm.
• Proven track record of 100% job placement.

Northeastern’s MS in Accounting/MBA for 
non-accounting majors:

Take the first step.
Visit our booth at the Information Session. 
 Date: September 21, 2011
 Time: 5:00 - 9:00 pm
 Location: Sherman Function Hall, Hassenfeld  
Learn more about the program and upcoming events at:
www.msamba.neu.edu.

Become our fan on Facebook.
facebook.com/northeasternuniversitymsamba

Be the �rst to know about what’s happening at MIT.

The Tech is looking for news writers to...
interview students, 
 administrators, and 
       faculty...

cover new
    campus policy... 

and �nd out how MIT
    connects to the rest of 
 the world.

e-mail join@tech.mit.edu and say you want to write news.
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MIT  IDEAS
GLOBAL CHALLENGE

IDEAS
GLOBAL CHALLENGE

MIT IDEAS

GENERATOR 
DINNER

WED OCT 19  
7:00PM
Walker Memorial, Bldg 50

RSVP globalchallenge@mit.edu

globalchallenge.mit.edu

Share projects.
Pitch your idea.Pitch your idea.
Offer your skills. 
Find a team. 

Up to $10K awarded to innovative and 
entrepreneurial public service projects

The MIT Press  
Bookstore

292 Main Street
Kendall Sq., Cambridge

(617) 253-5249 
books@mit.edu

9-7 M-F, 10-6 Sa, 12-6 Su

LO
ADING DOCK SALE

2 Days 
Only!at The MIT Press Booksto

re

announcing:

The Fall 2011
LOADING DOCK 

SALE!

Sat., Oct. 22nd, 
10:00am-6:00pm  
“No Dealers” Day*

Sun., Oct. 23rd, 
10:00am-6:00pm 
“Open to All” Day*

Books up to 95% off! 
Huge savings on:

• Shelfworn Books • 
• Out-of-Print Books • 

• Journals Back-Issues • 
• Overstock •

*see website for details:
web.mit.edu/bookstore/www/

“a feeding frenzy 
for the brain!”

Solution to Techdoku
from page 5

1 2 3 6 5 4
4 5 6 3 2 1
5 6 1 4 3 2
6 1 2 5 4 3
3 4 5 2 1 6
2 3 4 1 6 5

E-mail join@tech.mit.edu

Are you dying to tell someone 
your latest ephiphany? 

Write about it! 

Join Campus Life @ The Tech!

praised Cheung as a quick study. 
“The real Cambridge is not just MIT, 
it’s bakeries, garbage pickups, and 
potholes. Leland is a good person 
to bounce ideas off of. He gets it.”

Cheung has gained the respect 
of the city administration — which 
is crucial to being an effective coun-
cillor — Winters noted. Even people 
who viewed him as a “career climb-
er” at the start of his campaign 
have befriended him. “They simply 

think, ‘He’s been good while he’s 
here,’” Winters said.

A student at heart
Cheung isn’t just a City Council-

lor — he’s also a part time student 
at the Harvard Kennedy School. 
And although he’s no longer knock-
ing door-to-door for student votes 
like he did two years ago, Cheung is 
diligent about representing student 
interests, he says. 

As MIT pushes to bring tech-
nology companies to the Kend-
all Square “innovation cluster,” 
Cheung hopes to advocate for ad-
ditional construction of residential 
areas and retail space — things 
that are more immediately relevant 
to Cambridge’s student crowd. 
Many other City Council incum-
bents have also publicly called for 
more residential and retail space 
to come with the Kendall Square 
revitalization.

“I’m the lead voice representing 
the interest of the students; I en-
courage them to come out and par-

ticipate in their local democracy,” 
Cheung says. 

And — to the relief of many a 
weary student — those problem 
sets might turn out to be useful in 
the end: Cheung confirms that his 
budgeting and finance classes at 
Sloan were applicable in his work 
with the city budget.

Tech savvy
As might be expected of a former 

MIT student, Cheung is tech savvy. 
The councillor says he wished he 
had pushed for more government 
transparency through easy-access 
technology. So far, he has support-

ed live-streaming video and closed 
captioning of Council meetings on 
the city website, and mandated that 
city contracts be posted online be-
fore the Council votes on them. If 
re-elected next term, he hopes to 
develop more ways to interact with 
local government online. 

By population, the MIT com-
munity counts for two of the city’s 
33 voting precincts, or about 6,400 
people. Of these, only 768 voted in 
the 2009 election.

Cheung encourages students 
interested in national policy to 
recognize that all change origi-
nates from the local level and to 
become more involved in their city 
government. 

“In many respects, Cambridge is 
the vanguard of leading change in 
the nation; often the policy we set 
serves as role models for policy in 
cities around the country.”

Election day is Nov. 8. Members 
of the MIT community will be able 
to vote at the Kresge Auditorium 
precinct.

Councilman seeks student support
Cheung sees himself as lead voice representing student interests
Leland, from Page 1

‘The real 
Cambridge is 
not just MIT, it’s 
bakeries, garbage 
pickups, and 
potholes. He gets it.’

—Robert Winters
Political observer

‘In many respects, 
Cambridge is the 
vanguard of leading 
change in the 
nation.’

—Leland Cheung
Cambridge city councillor

Are you a font fiend? do you like making presentations shine? 

Th e Production Department of Th e Tech might be just the place for you!

We’re looking for people to help us design infographics to highlight writers’ content!

E-mail join@tech.mit.edu
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CELEBRATING PALESTINIAN CULTURE

Co-Presented with 

The Genevieve 
McMillan-Reba  

STewaRT FoundaTion

CELEBRATING PALESTINIAN CULTURE

5TH ANNUAL 

BOSTON 
PALESTINE
FILM FESTIVAL

www.bostonpalest inef i lmfest .org

Museum of Fine Arts, Boston, Berklee College of Music, 
+ free venues. Full program and tickets:

OCTOBER 21-30, 2011

THE LEGATUM CONVERGENCE
presented by the Legatum Center at MIT

October 27-28, 2011
E14, MIT Media Lab Complex

�is annual conference explores the challenges and opportunities 
entrepreneurs encounter in developing countries

Please join us! 
For more information or to register, visit

 http://legatum.mit.edu/conference2011_registration

UNLEASH ENTREPRENEURS: 
UNLOCK ECONOMIES

by a bunch of senators.”
The new proposal comes in the 

wake of a failed restructuring at-
tempt last semester, spearheaded 
by former UA President Vrajesh Y. 
Modi ’11. After failing to drum up 
enough support from the Dormi-
tory Council — a key component of 
Modi’s restructuring vision — the 
UA asked the Restructuring Com-
mittee to develop a new plan. The 
committee’s recommendations 
borrow heavily from Modi’s pro-
posal for a council of dormitory and 
FSILG presidents.

But unlike Modi’s proposal, the 
new plan does not necessitate dis-
solving DormCon. “DormCon is ac-
tually undergoing its own restruc-
turing,” said Miramonti, “Since the 
presidents are [representatives 
on the council], it obviously con-
cerns them. … If we do work with 
DormCon, and they change their 
structure, I will work with them to 
help them fit into the new UA struc-
ture. But, again, I’m not telling them 
what to do.”

The Restructuring Commit-
tee’s report suggests absorbing 
DormCon into the UA and assign-
ing DormCon’s current respon-
sibilities to two new standing UA 
committees: a Dormitory Affairs 
committee and a Dormitory Fund-
ing committee. A new UA Assistant 
Vice President for REX would coor-
dinate REX events and programs, 
which is also something that 
DormCon currently handles. Mira-
monti said that he wants DormCon 
to decide for themselves how, and 
if, they will restructure, and that 
DormCon’s dissolution is not re-
quired for the rest of restructuring 
to go through.

A UA council would also repre-
sent a shift from a freshmen-domi-
nated body to a largely upperclass-
men body. Miramonti said that 
he hoped to maintain freshman 
involvement and retain the recent-
ly-elected Senate by encouraging 
committee involvement and, in the 
future, increasing committee re-
cruitment efforts.

The Restructuring Committee 
also made suggestions for com-
batting “behavioral” issues within 
the UA, including “operational im-
provements and [changes to] the 
manner in which members within 
carry out their responsibilities in-
dividually and collectively,” accord-
ing to the committee’s report. For-
mer Chair of the Faculty Thomas A. 
Kochan — faculty facilitator for the 
committee — said, because of these 
issues, “there was not enough trust 
of some of the elected officials.” 
Miramonti said that he hopes to 
address these problems through 
constitutional changes even if 
the proposed restructuring is not 
approved.

The purpose of the committee 
was to examine structural and be-
havioral problems and to “step back 
a bit [from last year’s proposal],” ex-
plained Miramonti, “What are the 
faults of the UA? What is wrong with 
us? Who are the stakeholders in the 
UA? Whose opinion is important to 
the UA? … Then, after identifying 
what’s wrong and who is important, 
we developed a plan.”

Miramonti says the Senate 
would “ideally” approve a restruc-
turing plan by the end of November, 
before dormitories begin to elect 
new leadership.

Why restructure now?
The UA has historically restruc-

tured itself every 10–15 years to 
adapt to the changing campus en-
vironment. In its current structure, 
the UA has had problems with ef-
fectively representing a diverse 
student body, said Miramonti. 
“There are five student govern-
ments [DormCon, the IFC, the Liv-
ing Group Council, Panhel, and the 
UA]. So there are a lot of voices, but 
if they’re not well-coordinated it 
can lead to problems.” 

Kochan agrees with Miramonti. 
“It was clear from last year — and 
maybe the year before — that the 
structure [of the undergraduate 
government] was complex and 
there were multiple groups,” Ko-
chan said. “It wasn’t really clear 
who was really speaking for the 
students and how effective it was in 
mobilizing students’ points of view 
in working with the administration.”

According to Miramonti, the UA 
has also had problems with produc-
tivity. “There were times last year 
when the Senate was having seven-
hour meetings. It was outrageous. 
We were meeting every week for 
that long and not getting anywhere.”

Additionally, the UA has seen 
senator retention problems. Since 
Sept. 18, four students have re-
signed from the Senate: Yan Zhu 
’12, ILG senator; Jiahao Liang ’14, 
MacGregor senator (also a Tech as-
sociate opinion editor); Hollie M. 
O’Brien ’15, Simmons senator; and 
Katie M. Kauffman ’12, sororities 
senator.

The committee is currently so-
liciting feedback on restructuring 
from interest groups like the Stu-
dent Activities Office, the MIT Cor-
poration, and the Division of Stu-
dent Life, among others. 

“It’s hard to reach out to 4,000 
people,” said Miramonti, “It’s a lo-
gistical problem. It’s a problem that 
we aren’t ignoring. It’s just one you 
have to be very deliberate with.”

Overall, however, Kochan said 
that he felt the committee has suc-
cessfully incorporated and exam-
ined a wide range of input. “It [the 
proposal] reflects a process that 
brought the people who were criti-
cal of it into the discussion. So, in 
the committee that came up with 
this proposal, you had people who 
were quite skeptical of the original 
proposals that were on the table, 
and they worked hard and very 
effectively to come up with this 
proposal.”

Solution to Crossword
from page 5

Solution to Sudoku
from page 5

6 3 9 4 5 2 1 8 7
4 5 8 3 7 1 2 6 9
7 2 1 9 6 8 5 4 3
8 6 3 5 2 7 4 9 1
2 9 7 1 8 4 3 5 6
5 1 4 6 3 9 7 2 8
1 8 5 2 9 3 6 7 4
9 4 2 7 1 6 8 3 5
3 7 6 8 4 5 9 1 2

UA plan: ‘step back’ 
from earlier project 
Proposed UA council likely to be 
composed of more upperclassmen
Restructuring, from Page 1

The UA has 
historically 
restructured itself 
every 10–15 years.
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Soccer nets 2-0 victory 
against Coast Guard

Taekwondo goes international
Engineers compete at world championships in Russia

By Michelle Fung
team representative

This summer, several members 
and instructors of the MIT Sport Tae-
kwondo club represented the United 

States as part of the na-
tional team at two major 
competitions: the World 
Taekwondo Poomsae 
Championships and the 
World University Games. 
The club members were 

competing in the Taekwondo discipline 
of poomsae, a series of choreographed 
moves that require power, balance, and 
flexibility. Poomsae is judged much in 
the same way that gymnastics or figure 
skating is scored, according to both ac-
curacy and interpretation.

The first of the two competitions was 
the World Taekwondo Poomsae Cham-
pionships, held on July 29–31, 2011 in 
Vladivostok, Russia. Club instructor 
Rene R. Chen ’07, club alumn and co-
founder Christina S. Park ’02, and head 
instructor Dan Chuang competed as 
part of the U.S. National Poomsae Team. 
Each qualified for the U.S. Team by 
placing first in their division at the U.S. 
National Poomsae Team Trials in Buf-
falo, NY in May 2011. The level of com-
petition at the World Championships 
was extraordinarily high, with every 
country bringing well-trained and well-
prepared athletes in every division.

At the event, Chen placed ninth in 
the world overall out of a competitive 
field in the Senior 1 (19–30 yrs.) female 
division. Chen took fifth out of 16 in 
her preliminary bracket, advancing to 
the semifinals where she placed ninth 
out of 16 and just missed the finals by a 
margin of 0.02 (out of 10). In the Team 1 
(14–35 yrs.) female division, Chen, Park, 
and their teammate Lisa Zhou gave a 
very solid performance, but missed the 
very competitive finals (top 8) cut. In 
the Senior 2 (31–40 yrs.) male division, 
Chuang competed in a field of 31; he 
missed the semifinal cut by a close 0.05 
margin (out of 10).

“Competing at the world champion-
ships among some of the athletes that I 
coach was a great experience. It was a 
great feeling to be an athlete again, and 
to represent my country in internation-
al competition. I was proud to represent 

both the United States and MIT,” said 
Chuang.

Just a few weeks following the World 
Taekwondo Poomsae Championships, 
Chen competed alongside the MIT 
Sport Taekwondo Club’s student cap-
tain, Erika Lee ’12 at the World Univer-
sity Games in Shenzhen, China from 
August 18–23. The World University 
Games, also called the “Universiade,” 
are the collegiate Olympics, a multi-
sport event featuring over 12,000 ath-
letes from over 100 countries. Chen and 
Lee were accompanied by Chuang, who 
served as a U.S. collegiate national team 
coach.

Chen continued her strong perfor-
mance, competing in the female indi-
vidual division, and sailing through the 
preliminaries and advancing through 
the semifinals to make the top 8 com-

petitors in the finals! A small mistake 
in the finals bumped her down from 
sixth to eighth place overall, but it was 
an amazing result in a very competitive 
field. Chen also competed in the mixed 
pairs division with Brandon DeSouza 
from UMass Lowell; they performed 
well, finishing 13th overall but falling 
shy of the finals round. The U.S. wom-
en’s team division was represented by 
Chen, Lee, and Carissa Fu from Princ-
eton University. The women’s team 
finished ninth, just one place shy of the 
finals by a margin of 0.08 points.

“The Universiade at Shenzhen was 
a really amazing opportunity to see the 
state of collegiate sport Taekwondo in 
other countries. It was an eye-opening 
experience to meet athletes from such 
different places and backgrounds, and 
really inspiring to see us come together 
for an event that celebrates a common 
passion,” said Lee of her experience.

Overall, it was an amazing experi-
ence of intense training and dedication, 
and a summer of travels for the MIT 
Sport Taekwondo Club at the world 
level on the far side of the world. It was 
great inspiration to kick the competitive 
year off for the club, which is hosting its 
first tournament of the year on Oct. 22 at 
the Johnson Indoor Track. 

Sports SHort

Rifle still undefeated 
after home opener

The MIT rifle team completed its first 
home match of the season on Saturday, 
bringing its record to a 6-0. The Engineers 

won in both smallbore and air 
rifle competitions against the 
visiting Wentworth Institute of 
Technology and John Jay Col-
lege rifle teams. The MIT team 
completed the match with its 
highest scores of the season: 

2167 in smallbore (John Jay 1989, Wentworth 
1917) and 2222 in air (John Jay 2164, Went-
worth 2028). Nigel C. Kojimoto ’12 led the 
team with a 560 in smallbore and 572 in air ri-
fle, both out of 600 possible points. Elizabeth 
A. Phillips ’13 scored second highest on the 
MIT team with a 540 smallbore and a 558 air 
rifle score. Also contributing towards the win 
were season-best scores from Jennifer C. de 
Bruijn ’12 and Michael A. Batista ’12. Though 
not on the competing team, Kai Liao ’14 
shot a personal high score of 538 in air rifle, 
alongside Christian A. Valledor ’12, Timothy 
R. Jenks ’13, David Huang ’14, Alvin Mwijuka 
’15, and David M. Bocek ’15. MIT’s next home 
match will be held Oct. 28–29 against Navy 
and Wentworth.

� —Elizabeth Phillips, Team Representative

Water Polo finishes 
conference season

The Men’s Water Polo team wrapped up 
their CWPA (Collegiate Water Polo Associa-
tion) Northern Division season on Saturday 

with a win against Connecticut 
College and a loss to St. Francis. 
In the first game of the day, the 
Engineers beat the Connecticut 
College Camels 14-6 with no-
table performances from much 
of the team. However, in their 

match against St. Francis, which has a 6-0 re-
cord in league play, MIT was scoreless despite 
the efforts of Matthew R. Chapa ’12 and Jack 
D. Clark ’15 in the third period. In CWPA play, 
the Engineers finish this part of the season 
with a final record of 3-3 (7-13 overall). After 
Sunday’s game against Mercyhurst College at 
home, the men will conclude their home sea-
son, with their next match on Oct. 27 at Whea-
ton College against Brown University.

� —Sarah Weir, Associate Editor

By Katie Bodner
sports staff

On a cool, crisp Saturday during Fam-
ily Weekend, MIT defeated the Coast 
Guard Academy 2-0 in an exhilarating 

soccer match at Stein-
brenner Stadium. The Engi-
neers earned their first win 
in the conference, improv-
ing their NEWMAC record 
to 1-3-0 and their overall 
record to 6-6-0. The Bears, 

tough competitors for the Engineers, saw 
their record decline to 1-3-1 in the confer-
ence and to 4-7-1 overall. The Engineers 
started off this season well with a 4-0 win-
ning streak and then suddenly lost their 
drive and fell to a 0-6 losing streak. This 
game was essential for the Engineers, as it 
was a must-win for them to move on to the 
conference tournament. 

MIT started off with high energy and 
maintained it throughout the entire game. 
Midfielder Matthew A. Monheit ’14 made 
the first scoring attempt after just five min-
utes and eventually succeeded after about 
20 minutes, following a 30-yard pass from 
midfielder Jonathan K. Tebes ’14.

The Engineers’ great offense contin-
ued and then widened the lead to 2-0 only 
8 minutes after the first goal. Dynami-
cally, forward Zachary E. Kabelac ’12 cut 
past two defenders and found an opening 
to make the unassisted shot when Coast 
Guard goalie Will Leffler was caught 
off-guard. 

The Coast Guard Academy struggled 
to put up a goal throughout the end of 
first half and almost succeeded following 
a shot attempt by Tradd Lovern, who was 

called offsides. 
MIT’s defense was a vital asset in this 

game. Goalkeeper Samuel G. Cannon 
’15 blocked the first shot on goal of the 
game by the Bears’ Brett Godiksen. The 
possession of the ball quickly went back 
and forth throughout the last half, as the 
Engineers almost scored on an attempt 
by Tebes, which was blocked by Leffler. 
During the fast-paced battle of the last few 
minutes, the Bears made one final shot at-
tempt, but Cannon saved it. 

MIT took 15 shots total, while the 
Coast Guard took only 4. However, the 
Coast Guard had 6 saves, while MIT had 
2, both by Cannon, who ensured that the 
Bears did not end the great shutout. This 
game, Cannon’s first career start, boasted 
a more spirited, confident Engineers team 
that was definitely inspired by the massive 
crowd support. Cannon said, “We had a 
lot of fans today and had a good start. It 
was a must-win game, and we put it to-
gether. We had to step it up and did so.” 

The Engineers will attempt to keep up 
their renewed energy when they next play 
at Clark University in a NEWMAC game 
on Oct. 22 at 11:30 a.m. 

Ty Lin

Master Dan Chuang competes as part of the U.S. National Poomsae Team 
during the World Taekwondo Poomsae Championships in Vladivostok, Russia.

Overall, it was an 
amazing experience 
of intense training 
and dedication for the 
MIT Sport Taekwondo 
Club.

Be a different kind of ENGineer

Be an E lectronic 

Gatherer
News

The Tech is looking for enthusiastic students 
to join our new video team.

No experience necessary.

Email join@tech.mit.edu

We’re looking for:
• Video editors
• Broadcast reporters
• Videographers

This game was 
essential for the 
Engineers, as it 
was a must-win for 
them to move on 
to the conference 
tournament. 


