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By Jaya Narain

On July 1, Samuel M. Allen PhD ’75 suc-
ceeded Tom A. Kochan as the chair of the 
faculty.  

Allen, a professor in the Department of 
Materials Science and Engineering, has been 
chair-elect since May 2010. He will serve as 
the chair for two years. 

In his new role, Allen heads the Faculty 
Policy Committee, which oversees and co-
ordinates between the 11 faculty standing 
committees. The standing committees are re-
sponsible for formulating policies on various 
aspects of student and faculty life. 

Allen says that as Chair of Faculty, he is 
in a unique position at the interface between 
MIT’s senior leadership, faculty, and students. 
His biggest goal as chair is to use the position 

to “make sure that communication channels 
from one level to another are fairly open.” 

Allen — who meets regularly with mem-
bers of the Undergraduate Association — said 
that he wants to ensure that students, faculty, 
and the administration can communicate ef-
fectively on issues that affect the Institute as 
a whole. 

For instance, the Faculty Policy Commit-
tee is currently working on a review of the 
Independent Activities Period. When IAP 
was initially established, said Allen, it was 
intended to be an informal exploratory pe-
riod and no for-credit activities were offered. 
Since then, for-credit IAP classes, and a policy 
that allows departments to require that their 
students take classes offered only during IAP, 

By John Markoff
The New York Times 

Steven P. Jobs, the visionary co-founder of 
Apple who helped usher in the era of person-
al computers and then led a cultural transfor-
mation in the way music, movies, and mobile 
communications were experienced in the 
digital age, died Wednesday. He was 56.

The death was announced by Apple, the 
company Jobs and high school friend Ste-
phen Wozniak started in 1976 in a suburban 
California garage.

A friend of the family said that Jobs died of 
complications from his long battle with pan-
creatic cancer, with which he waged a long 
and public struggle, remaining the face of the 
company even as he underwent treatment. 
He continued to introduce new products for 
a global market in his trademark blue jeans 
even as he grew gaunt and frail.

He underwent surgery in 2004, received a 
liver transplant in 2009 and took three medi-
cal leaves of absence as Apple’s chief execu-
tive before stepping down in August and 
turning over the helm to Timothy D. Cook, 
the chief operating officer. When he left, he 
was still engaged in the company’s affairs, 
negotiating with another Silicon Valley ex-
ecutive only weeks earlier.

By then, having mastered digital technol-
ogy and capitalized on his intuitive market-
ing sense, Jobs had largely come to define the 
personal computer industry and an array of 
digital consumer and entertainment busi-
nesses centered on the Internet. He had also 

become a rich man, worth an estimated $8.3 
billion.

Tributes to Jobs flowed quickly Wednes-
day evening, in formal statements and in the 

Ben Stanfield

Steve Jobs, in his characteristic blue 
jeans and black turtleneck, gives one of 
his famous keynote addresses.

Sam Allen looks forward 
to 2 years as faculty chair
Plans for IAP, undergrad advising review

By Anne Cai
Associate News editor

Postdoctoral researchers at MIT have de-
cided to take matters into their own hands. 
Postdocs will be represented by the new, au-
tonomous Postdoctoral Association (PDA) 
instead of the Postdoctoral Advisory Coun-
cil (PAC), which was organized by the office 
of the vice president for research. The move 
gives MIT postdocs an organization more 
similar to the Undergraduate Association or 
the Graduate Student Council.

The independent PDA was the result of 
a year-long effort by members of the PAC, 
spearheaded by PDA Founding President 
Paulina S. Hill. The PDA aims to support the 
over 1100 postdoctoral researchers at MIT, 
said founding officer Leon M. Bellan.

The PDA was officially formed last month, 
but the PAC will continue to exist until at least 
the end of the year.

Postdocs and faculty agree that the 
change is a necessary one, since there was 
previously no ground-up association like 

the GSC or the UA.
“I have a lot of trust in Paulina Hill and the 

other board members,” wrote PAC member 
Dr. Anne W. Omta in an email to The Tech. 
She and other postdocs point to their passive 
role in the PAC as the main problem with that 
organization — monthly meetings, generally 
over lunch, were coordinated by the office of 
the vice president for research. The new PDA 
is structured differently, with organizational 
power held by a board of postdocs.

“The advisory council was a casual group 
of people that was run out of the office of the 
Vice President for Research,” said Associate 
Dean of Science Hazel L. Sive. “It wasn’t really 
a postdoc-run group.” 

And with the PDA in place, policy initia-
tive will come directly from postdocs.

New initiatives
In the few weeks since the official launch 

of the organization, the PDA has discussed 
several initiatives.

Postdocs get an independent 
voice in new self-government
Postdoctoral Association to replace Advisory Council

Steve Jobs leaves legacy of 
innovation and leadership
Apple co-founder transformed digital experience

Arthur Petron—The Tech

An impromptu memorial for Steve Jobs has sprung up on his granite tile in Kendall 
Square’s Entrepreneur Walk of Fame.

Economy Hardware still empty
Economy Hardware — formerly the value hardware store 

of choice for many MIT students — still seems to be “spring 
cleaning.” Though it began renovations last December, a store 
representative said that Economy Hardware plans to reopen its 
location in Central Square by the end of this month. The store 
originally hoped to be open this spring. 

Some of the space Economy Hardware used to occupy now 
belongs to Cambridge Community Television (CCTV), which 
moved in this July. 

In January, Larry Friedman, owner of Economy Hardware, 
told The Tech that the store was not reducing its floor space be-
cause of the bankruptcy protection filed earlier in 2010. His busi-
ness has been in the area for over 60 years, and he was simply 
looking to streamline it, he said. Friedman did not return several 

Christopher A. Maynor—The Tech

PDA, Page 9

Allen, Page 10

Steve Jobs, Page 9
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By Eric Schmitt
The New York Times 

WASHINGTON — The White 
House plans to issue an executive 
order Friday to replace a flawed 
patchwork of computer security 
safeguards exposed by the disclo-
sure of hundreds of thousands of 
classified government documents 
to WikiLeaks last year.

The order by President Barack 
Obama culminates a seven-month 
governmentwide review of policies 
and procedures involving the han-
dling of classified information.

The directive enshrines many 
stopgap fixes that the Pentagon, the 
State Department and the Central 
Intelligence Agency made immedi-
ately after the initial WikiLeaks dis-
closures last November. Since then, 
for instance, the military has dis-
abled 87 percent of its computers to 
prevent people from downloading 
classified data onto memory sticks, 

CDs or DVDs.
The Pentagon has also devel-

oped procedures to monitor and 
detect suspicious behavior on clas-
sified computer systems. And the 
State Department stopped distrib-
uting its diplomatic cables over 
a classified email system used by 
many in the military, including Pfc. 
Bradley E. Manning, who is accused 
of leaking the classified documents 
to WikiLeaks.

Computer security analysts say 
these safeguards, as well as oth-
ers in the executive order aimed at 
bringing greater consistency and 
accountability to information shar-
ing and protection policies, are long 
overdue and lag behind what is rou-
tine in the private sector.

“The real surprise continues to 
be that relatively elementary pro-
cedures should have been in place 
and were not,” said Ravi Sandhu, 
executive director of the Institute 
for Cyber Security at the University 

of Texas at San Antonio.
In addition to these immediate 

measures, Obama’s order creates a 
task force led by the attorney gen-
eral and the director of national 
intelligence to combat leaks from 
government workers, or what the 
White House calls an “insider 
threat.”

The directive also establishes a 
special government committee that 
must submit a report to the presi-
dent within 90 days, and then at 
least once a year after that, assess-
ing federal successes and failures in 
protecting classified information on 
government computer networks.

According to government pros-
ecutors, the three big WikiLeaks 
document dumps were disguised 
as a Lady Gaga CD and smuggled 
out of a military intelligence office 
in Iraq by Manning. Computer se-
curity analysts say the case revealed 
major lapses in securing classified 
data in war zones.

By Jennifer Steinhauer
The New York Times 

WASHINGTON — Rep. Ja-
son Chaffetz of Utah has signed 
a pledge never to raise taxes. He 
signed another pledge too, one 
that made it nearly impossible to 
vote for a bill to raise the nation’s 
debt ceiling. But right before that 
vote over the summer, in a meet-
ing with scores of his Republican 
colleagues, he stood up and pro-
claimed that he would never sign 
another pledge. While some pledg-
es, like marriage vows, may always 
carry weight, strict anti-tax pledges 
may be losing their sheen.

On Tuesday, Rep. Frank R. Wolf, 
R-Va., took to the House floor for a 
rare excoriation of anti-tax activist 
Grover G. Norquist and his strictly 
worded pledge, which has been 
signed by almost the entire Repub-
lican caucus as well as a few Demo-
crats. A day later, Sen. John Thune 
of North Dakota suggested that an-
ti-tax pledges ought to be revisited, 
because they can be interpreted 
too broadly in closing loopholes or 
eliminating tax deductions.

“We shouldn’t be bound by 

something that could be interpret-
ed different ways if what we’re try-
ing to accomplish is broad-based 
tax reform,” he said.

These events, and interviews 
with lawmakers, suggest that anti-
tax pledges are beginning to worry 
lawmakers, fundraisers and others 
because of fears that they ham-
string efforts to rewrite the nation’s 
tax code — a task viewed as a ne-
cessity by many on both sides of the 
aisle and the Rotunda.

“There is pledge fatigue,” said 
Rep. Jeff Fortenberry of Nebraska, 
who signed the Norquist pledge 
when he first ran for office in 2004 
but has since jettisoned his sup-
port. “Many Americans are very 
cynical about the motives of politi-
cians so they want something hard-
er to be able to believe in a person. 
But the pledge turns the power over 
to someone else to interpret wheth-
er what you did was right or wrong 
and limits your creativity.”

Norquist, who heads the group 
Americans for Tax Reform, uses his 
pledge, which began in 1986 with 
the endorsement of President Ron-
ald Reagan, as a litmus test for can-
didates on taxes. Known as the Tax-

payer Protection Pledge, it makes 
candidates and incumbents “bind 
themselves to oppose any and all 
tax increases.” Hundreds of Repub-
licans have signed it, including all 
six on the bipartisan congressional 
deficit reduction committee.

Sen. Jeff Sessions, R-Ala., who 
also signed it, said in an interview: 
“I’ve signed more pledges than I 
should have over the years. All of 
us ought to be somewhat reluc-
tant to make these pledges. I think 
people who have been here longer 
do fewer.”

To be sure, the majority of Re-
publican lawmakers are not run-
ning away from Norquist. All the 
Republican presidential candi-
dates other than Jon M. Huntsman 
Jr., the former governor of Utah, 
have gotten on board.

Norquist said that those who 
raise questions about the pledge 
often do not understand it.

“The pledge specifically says 
you can eliminate tax deductions if 
you bring rates down at same time,” 
he said. “The people who say that 
the pledge would get in the way of 
tax reform, well their point is they 
want a tax increase.”

Romney rounds up backing 
among key Republican donors

Mitt Romney appeared Thursday to be rapidly consoli-
dating support among some of the Republican Party’s most 
sought-after uncommitted donors, who have joined Bush ad-
ministration veterans and other stalwarts of the Republican 
establishment in backing the former Massachusetts governor 
as the Republican presidential field settles.

Those who have committed to Romney include James B. 
Lee Jr., the vice chairman of JPMorgan Chase, who raised more 
than $500,000 for John McCain in 2008; Paul Singer, hedge 
fund founder and conservative philanthropist; and John A. 
Catsimatidis, the New York businessman and supermarket 
magnate.

“As all Americans would agree, ‘It’s the economy, stu-
pid,’” Catsimatidis said Thursday. “Romney is smart enough, 
business-savvy enough, and has common sense to fix the 
economy.”

All three were among the top supporters of Gov. Christo-
pher J. Christie of New Jersey, whose decision this week to 
forgo a presidential bid set off a furious lobbying campaign by 
Romney and his supporters to lock down Christie’s backers, 
many of them leading Wall Street figures.

—Nicholas Confessore and Ashley Parker, The New York Times 

Some unemployed find fault in 
extension of jobless benefits

Dan Tolleson, a researcher and writer with a PhD in politics, 
has been out of work since 2009, except for brief stints as a driv-
er. Still, he opposes President Barack Obama’s call for Congress 
to renew extensions on unemployment benefits.

Tolleson’s objection to a policy that would probably benefit 
him shows just how divisive the question has become of pro-
viding a bigger safety net to the long-term jobless, a common 
strategy in recessions.

Obama wants to continue offering benefits for an extended 
period of time, a maximum of 99 weeks, as is now the case. The 
measure is part of his jobs bill, which he once again called on 
Congress to pass in a news conference Thursday.

If the extension is not renewed, benefits for more than 2.2 
million people will be curtailed by mid-February, according to 
the Department of Labor. The Obama administration estimates 
that with no extensions, a total of 6 million people will run out 
of benefits over the course of next year.

—Shaila Dewan, The New York Times 

Adviser backs Europe’s plan to 
charge airlines for emissions

BRUSSELS — The European Union won a preliminary 
victory Thursday for its plan to charge the world’s biggest 
airlines for their greenhouse gas emissions even as interna-
tional opposition to the plan grew fiercer and support among 
European countries weakened.

The opinion by the advocate general at the European 
Court of Justice strongly endorsed the push to include global 
airlines in its Emissions Trading System. The system already 
covers other heavy industries and represents Europe’s bold-
est step yet to lead the world in efforts to control climate 
change.

The opinion also dealt a significant blow to the global air-
line industry’s effort to avoid being required, starting Jan. 1, 
to become part of a system that it argues will be ineffective 
in cutting carbon emissions and lead to higher ticket prices.

The Air Transport Association of America, which brought 
the case with three large U.S. airlines, said it was disappoint-
ed but that the opinion “does not mark the end of the case.” 
It said the final opinion still could “vary from the preliminary 
opinion.”

—James Kanter, The New York Times 

By Vince Agard
STAFF METEorologist

Although the weather has 
been a bit chilly this week, ow-
ing to the beginning of our an-
nual plunge into New England 
autumn, we will get a reprieve 
this weekend from the recent 
crisp fall weather. A high pres-
sure system will strengthen 
and stay in place over the 
northeast United States, lead-
ing to clear skies and warm 
temperatures. Today will be 

among the least windy days of 
the year, with abundant sun-
shine raising the temperature 
to a downright pleasant 64°F. 
This trend is set to continue 
through the long weekend, 
with sunny days and clear 
nights resulting in summerlike 
weather. In fact, Boston is ac-
tually likely to be warmer than 
San Diego, CA this weekend! It 
is sure to be a good opportu-
nity to go outdoors and enjoy 
the beautiful weather before it 
gets too cold.

A beautiful holiday 
weekend

White House orders new 
computer security rules

Anti-tax pledges lose their 
allure as eyes turn to reform

Extended Forecast
Today: Sunny. High 64°F (18°C). Winds calm and variable.
Tonight: Clear. Low 52°F (11°C). Wind SW at 7–10 mph.
Tomorrow: Sunny. High 80°F (27°C). Wind W at 7–10 mph. 
Sunday: Sunny. Highs in the mid 80s (29°C).
Monday: Sunny. Highs near 80°F (27°C).
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By Julie Bosman
The New York Times 

Tomas Transtromer, a Swedish 
poet whose sometimes bleak but 
graceful work explores themes of 
isolation, emotion and identity while 
remaining rooted in the common-
place, won the Nobel Prize in litera-
ture on Thursday.

Announcing the award in Stock-
holm, the Swedish Academy praised 
Transtromer, saying that “through 
his condensed, translucent images, 
he gives us fresh access to reality.”

The assembled journalists 
cheered upon hearing that Trans-
tromer, who was born in Stockholm, 
had won the prize.

Transtromer, 80, has written 
more than 15 collections of poetry, 
many of which have been translated 
into English and 60 other languages.

Critics have praised Trans-
tromer’s poems for their accessibil-
ity, even in translation, noting his 
elegant descriptions of long Swedish 

winters, the rhythm of the seasons 
and the palpable, atmospheric beau-
ty of nature.

“So much poetry, not only in this 
country but everywhere, is small and 
personal and it doesn’t look out-
ward, it looks inward,” said Daniel 
Halpern, the president and publisher 
of Ecco, the imprint of HarperCollins 
that has published English transla-
tions of Transtromer’s work. “But 
there are some poets who write true 
international poetry. It’s the sensibil-
ity that runs though his poems that 
is so seductive. He is such a curious 
and open and intelligent writer.”

Neil Astley, the editor of Bloodaxe 
Books in Britain, called Transtromer 
“a metaphysical visionary poet.”

“He’s worked for much of his life 
as a psychologist, and the work is 
characterized by very strong psycho-
logical insight into humanity,” Astley 
said.

Transtromer was born in Stock-
holm in 1931. His mother was a 
schoolteacher and his father a jour-

nalist. He studied literature, history, 
religion and psychology at Stock-
holm University, graduating in 1956, 
and worked as a psychologist at a 
youth correctional facility.

In 1990, Transtromer suffered a 
stroke that left him mostly unable 
to speak, but he eventually began to 
write again.

On Thursday afternoon, the stair-
well in Transtromer’s apartment 
building filled with journalists from 
all over the world seeking reaction, 
the Swedish media reported.

Visibly overwhelmed, Trans-
tromer finally appeared, accompa-
nied by his wife, Monica. Speaking 
on his behalf, she said her husband 
was most happy that the prize was 
awarded for poetry.

“That you happened to receive 
it is a great joy and happy surprise, 
but the fact the prize went to poetry 
felt very good,” she said, address-
ing him at a gathering that quickly 
moved into the vestibule of their 
home in Stockholm.

Gadhafi urges followers to rise up  
and fill the streets

Moammar Gadhafi, the deposed Libyan leader now in hiding, 
broke more than a week of public silence Thursday with a record-
ed message beseeching his followers to flood the streets of their 
country and “raise our green flags to the skies.”

Gadhafi’s message also denounced the National Transitional 
Council, the provisional government that succeeded him, as 
a charlatan regime with no popular support. “How did it get its 
legitimacy?” asked Gadhafi, who considered himself the king of 
kings of Africa. “Did the Libyan people elect them? Did the Libyan 
people appoint them?”

He asserted that the council’s appearance of authority would 
vanish once the warplanes of NATO end their operations against 
his supporters in Libya. “Make your voice heard against NATO’s 
collaborators,” Gadhafi said.

It was the first time since Sept. 27 that any word had been heard 
from Gadhafi, whose message was broadcast by Arrai TV, a Syrian 
television network.

Arrai TV has been the outlet for all his appeals for support 
since he was toppled from power in late August by a coalition of 
armed insurgents. The recording gave no hint of his location, but 
National Transitional Council officials say they believe he is still 
in Libya.

In the weeks since he was deposed, many vestiges of Gadhafi’s 
decades in power, including his Green Book of guidance and the 
official green flag of his Green Revolution, have been expunged 
from Libya’s streets, squares and facades. The flag Libya uses now, 
red, black and green bars with a white crescent moon and star, is 
the one introduced in the 1950s by the Libyan monarchy that Gad-
hafi overthrew in 1969.

—Rick Gladstone, The New York Times 

With caution, European Central 
Bank acts to shore up economy

BERLIN — The European Central Bank increased aid to strug-
gling financial institutions Thursday, but disappointed those ex-
pecting more drastic measures to combat slowing growth and ad-
dress a deepening bank emergency.

The central bank’s restraint came in contrast to the action of the 
Bank of England, which announced another round of bond buy-
ing to support the slowing British economy. The pound fell against 
all major currencies after the announcement; the euro rose against 
the dollar.

As a slump in German factory orders provided the latest sign 
of a looming recession, the European Central Bank left its bench-
mark rate unchanged, at 1.5 percent. The Bank of England also left 
its main rate unchanged, at 0.5 percent.

During his last news conference as European Central Bank 
president, Jean-Claude Trichet said that members of the central 
bank’s governing council had discussed a rate cut before conclud-
ing “by consensus” that inflation in the euro area — at 3 percent 
— was still too high. The statement, and a subdued assessment of 
the eurozone economy, suggested the bank will be open to cutting 
rates in coming months, as many analysts expect.

—Jack Ewing and Julia Werdigier, The New York Times 

12 punished for Shanghai 
subway crash

SHANGHAI — Authorities here have punished 12 people for 
negligence over the subway accident last week that injured 290 
people, according to Xinhua, the official Chinese new agency.

The government dismissed the chief dispatcher of the Shanghai 
Metro’s Line 10, on which the accident occurred, and disciplined 
11 other managers and workers in the operation control and power 
sections. Xinhua said the penalties ranged from “removing from 
job posts to demotions.”

The accident, in which one train rammed the rear of another, 
occurred on the afternoon of Sept. 27 after a power failure and sig-
nal system failure.

After the power failure, Xinhua said, dispatchers “issued a num-
ber of erroneous orders, which finally led to the crash.”

The crash created an uproar in Shanghai. That subway line, 
which only recently had been opened, has been plagued by prob-
lems. Worries are growing about transportation safety throughout 
the country.

The accident was eerily similar to one on the high-speed rail 
network two months ago, when a train rear-ended another, killing 
40 people and injuring nearly 200 near the eastern city of Wen-
zhou. The government’s handling of that case sparked broad out-
rage and accusations that public officials had tried to hide informa-
tion about the case.

—David Barboza, The New York Times 

Woman who killed husband is 
acquitted of murder

NEW YORK — She had always admitted to killing her hus-
band, using two guns to fire 11 bullets inside the couple’s home 
in Queens. But she insisted she had no choice: If she had not shot 
him, he would have surely killed her first.

On Thursday, a jury in State Supreme Court in Queens agreed, 
clearing the woman, Barbara Sheehan, of second-degree murder 
charges in a case that had been viewed as a strenuous test of a 
battered-woman defense.

The trial left little doubt that Sheehan had been relentlessly 
abused by her husband, Raymond Sheehan, a former police ser-
geant, during their 24 years of marriage. But the critical question 
at trial was whether Sheehan was in imminent danger when she 
killed her husband. New York state’s self-defense law justifies 
the use of lethal force when a threat to a person’s life is deemed 
immediate.

The trial offered two narratives so diametrically opposed that 
jurors said it had often been difficult to decipher who the real Bar-
bara Sheehan was.

—Dan Bilefsky, The New York Times 

By Joshua Brustein
The New York Times 

Wall Street registered gains for 
the third consecutive day Thurs-
day, following European stocks 
higher after central banks in Eu-
rope took action to increase liquid-
ity. Economic data, including retail 
sales, also showed a U.S. economy 
that is performing better than 
expected.

The Standard and Poor’s 
500-stock index rose 20.94 points, 
or 1.83 percent, to 1,164.97, and has 
risen 5.9 percent since Monday.

On Friday, the Labor Depart-
ment is scheduled to release its 
jobs report for September, one of 
the most highly anticipated indica-
tors of the economy.

Weekly jobless claims rose 
6,000, to 401,000, from a revised 
level of 395,000 last week, the 
Labor Department said Thurs-
day. The four-week moving aver-
age was 414,000, which was 4,000 
lower than the previous month 
and slightly better than analysts’ 
expectations.

President Barack Obama held 

a news conference Thursday to 
pressure Congress to pass his jobs 
legislation, and said he was com-
fortable with a proposal to place a 
surtax on income over $1 million 
to cover the bill’s $445 billion cost.

A report on retail sales for Sep-
tember showed the biggest in-
crease in sales since May at stores 
open at least a year. The companies 
tracked by Thomson Reuters post-
ed a 5.1 increase in sales, beating 
analysts’ estimates.

“Last week, when the market 
was in free fall, the idea was that 
a recession was inevitable. We’re 
clearly not out the woods yet, but 
I think it’s less likely,” said Byron 
Wien, vice chairman of Blackstone 
Advisory Partners.

The Dow Jones industrial aver-
age gained 183.38 points, or 1.68 
percent, to 11,123.33. The Nasdaq 
composite index rose 46.31 points, 
or 1.88 percent, to 2,506.82.

Financial companies, which 
have been hit hard during the mar-
ket’s recent downturn, performed 
strongly. Bank of America’s shares 
rose 51 cents, or 8.84 percent, to 
$6.28. Citigroup jumped $1.31, or 

5.3 percent, to $26.02. Wells Fargo 
gained 87 cents, or 3.55 percent, to 
$25.37.

The benchmark 10-year Trea-
sury note fell 29/32, to 101 6/32, 
and its yield rose to 1.99 percent, up 
from 1.89 percent late Wednesday.

The central bank moved to help 
European banks that are having 
trouble raising short-term cash, 
while the Bank of England decid-
ed to resume its bond purchases 
to help support a slowing British 
economy. Both central banks left 
their benchmark rates unchanged, 
at 1.5 percent for the euro area cov-
ered by the European Central Bank 
and 0.5 percent for Britain.

While most economists did 
not expect a rate cut, some said 
they were disappointed with 
the central bank’s actions, par-
ticularly because this was the last 
policy meeting to be headed by 
Jean-Claude Trichet, who will be 
replaced by Mario Draghi, gover-
nor of the Bank of Italy, on Nov. 1. 
Draghi will face pressure not to cut 
rates immediately to establish his 
credentials as an inflation fighter, 
analysts said.

Tomas Transtromer, Swedish poet, 
wins Nobel Prize in literature

Obama obliquely warns Pakistan 
about long-term relations

Strong retail sales send 
stocks higher for third day

By Rick Gladstone
The New York Times 

President Barack Obama cast 
some doubt on the long-term rela-
tionship between the United States 
and Pakistan on Thursday, saying 
his administration was concerned 
about the Pakistani government’s 
commitment to U.S. interests be-
cause of ties between anti-U.S. mili-
tants in Afghanistan and Pakistan’s 
own intelligence service.

At a news conference in Wash-
ington focused mostly on the U.S. 
economy, Obama said he was 
thankful for cooperation from Paki-
stan, which has allowed the United 
States to use drones to strike at al-
Qaida cells ensconced along the 
Pakistan-Afghanistan frontier. But 
he also obliquely criticized Pakistan 
over its position regarding Afghani-
stan, where efforts to stabilize the 
country and wind down the U.S.-
led war have been frustrated by 
what U.S. and Afghan officials have 
described as Pakistan’s support for 

insurgent groups, including the Tal-
iban and their allies in the Haqqani 
network.

“I think that they have hedged 
their bets in terms of what Afghani-
stan would look like,” Obama said. 
“And part of hedging their bets is 
having interactions with some of 
the unsavory characters who they 
think might end up regaining power 
in Afghanistan after coalition forces 
have left.”

The United States would “con-
stantly evaluate” Pakistan’s cooper-
ation, Obama said. He added: “But 
there’s no doubt that, you know, 
we’re not going to feel comfortable 
with a long-term strategic relation-
ship with Pakistan if we don’t think 
that they’re mindful of our interests 
as well.”

Obama’s remarks seemed to call 
into question whether the United 
States could continue supplying 
Pakistan with billions of dollars in 
military and civilian aid, as it has 
since the Sept. 11, 2001, attacks, if 
its intelligence service could not be 

persuaded to drop its support for 
militant groups long used as prox-
ies against India and Afghanistan.

Asked, however, if he would be 
willing to cut off aid to Pakistan, re-
cently ravaged by flooding, Obama 
hesitated. The United States had a 
“great desire to help the Pakistani 
people strengthen their own so-
ciety and their own government,” 
he said. “And so, you know, I’d be 
hesitant to punish flood victims in 
Pakistan because of poor decisions 
by their intelligence services.”

His remarks came against a 
backdrop of already heightened 
U.S. tensions with Pakistan, since 
Adm. Mike Mullen, the just-retired 
chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, 
told a Senate panel last month that 
the Haqqani network, a potent part 
of the insurgency battling U.S. forc-
es in Afghanistan, was a “veritable 
arm” of Pakistan’s spy agency. Mul-
len also accused the agency of sup-
porting an attack by Haqqani mili-
tants on the U.S. Embassy in Kabul, 
the Afghan capital.
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Corrections

Why moving farther right is so wrong
By Ryan Normandin

Opinion editor

By this point, it is no secret that the Re-
publican field of presidential candidates is 
not ideal (and that’s being generous). But 
the flaws of the party have made them-
selves apparent not only in the candidates, 
but also in the voters. The positions of the 
candidates and the disgusting responses 
of the audience at the Republican debates 
have put on full display just how far to the 
right the Tea Party has driven the GOP.

During the first Republican debate, 
NBC’s Brian Williams addressed Gov. Rick 
Perry with the following: “Your state has 
executed 234 death row inmates, more 
than any other governor in modern times.” 
The response of the audience was to cheer 
and whistle more enthusiastically than at 
any other point that night. Regardless of 
your stance on the death penalty, there 
is no excuse for celebrating the death of 
a human being. Apparently the Tea Party 
disagrees, however, because a similar 
situation played out at the second debate 
when Ron Paul was asked how society 
should respond if a healthy adult man who 
decided not to purchase health insurance 
suddenly goes into a coma and needs in-
tensive care for six months. Paul, with his 
usual libertarian gusto, said that the gov-
ernment should not be involved. 

“That’s what freedom is all about, tak-
ing your own risks,” he declared. When the 
moderator pushed Paul further, inquir-
ing if society should just let him die, loud 
cheers of “Yeah!” followed by laughter 
echoed throughout the room.

A YouTube clip of a gay soldier asking 
a question about Don’t Ask Don’t Tell was 
played at the third debate, and the audi-
ence excitedly took part in booing the sol-
dier who had risked his life fighting for his 
country.

Statistically speaking, the individu-
als who are most politically involved and 
most likely to attend a partisan debate are 
the most ideologically extreme and em-
phatic. So the extremism present in the 

audience is not necessarily representative 
of the larger GOP voter base. An interest-
ing thing to note, however, is how the can-
didates responded to their audiences in 
each of these three situations. After all, the 
candidates are running to represent the 
country as a whole, not just the far right. 

Yet one would never guess this based 
on their reactions. When Williams asked 
Perry about the audience’s cheering for 
Perry’s execution record, he said, “I think 
Americans understand justice. I think 
Americans are clearly, in the vast major-
ity of cases, supportive of capital punish-
ment.” Perry is correct, statistically speak-
ing, but this dodges the question of the 
audience’s response. One can be in favor 
of the death penalty just as one can be in 
favor of a war, but death is not something 
this country celebrates. It is shameful that 
Perry did not state at the very least that he 
thought the audience’s response was in-
appropriate. And ironically, in response 
to the cheering at the second debate for 
letting an uninsured man die, Perry said, 
“We’re the party of life. We ought to be 
coming up with ways to save lives.” Unfor-
tunately, Perry ignored those words 234 
times.

Ron Paul responded more humanely. 
When the audience cheered that the unin-
sured man should be left to die, Paul said, 
“No,” noting that no one was ever turned 
away from a hospital. But for the third de-
bate, the candidates were back to sham-
ing themselves, as Santorum completely 

ignored the booing of the soldier — an-
swering the question as though he hadn’t 
heard it. The strongest words to come from 
the candidates in response to the booing 
were “unfortunate” from Huntsman and 
“very unfortunate” from Perry — but they 
only said so after the debates. Once again, 
it is the height of irony that a candidate like 
Perry can use strong, colorful (and largely 
inaccurate) language attacking social pro-
grams, but when responding to booing at 
an American soldier, the best he can mus-
ter is “very unfortunate.”

And though the audiences at the de-
bates are not representative of the Repub-
lican Party as a whole, they are represen-
tative of a trend within the party. These 
audiences have always been the most 
ideologically “pure” branch of the GOP, 
but never before have their responses been 
so radical. It’s indicative of the fact that 
just as the far right is going even further to 
the right, the rest of the party is also mov-
ing in that direction. This trend was clear 
during the debt ceiling debacle when the 
Republican leadership had to make the 
unreasonable demand of no tax increases 
to satisfy the desires of the Tea Party. 

Indeed, the Tea Party’s influence is now 
a concern for more moderate GOP can-
didates, forcing them to take more right-
wing stances than they otherwise would.

The solution to this problem is simple. 
During primaries, moderate Republican 
voters need to buck the statistical trend 
and turn out en masse to vote for a can-
didate who believes in science, does not 
want to completely dismantle the federal 
government, and actually has empathy. 
And during the presidential and congres-
sional elections next year, the Tea Party 
should be voted out. They have been a 
hindrance to compromise and bipartisan-
ship, and most of their proposals show 
complete thoughtlessness for other lives. 
We need a more moderate, rational atmo-
sphere in which to pass policy and to steer 
this country through continued economic 
hardship, and the only place the Tea Party 
is steering us is off a cliff.

By Hal Anil

At the end of orientation, we all expe-
rienced the frantic week known as Rush. 
Many things have been written regarding 
the Rush process, including statistics on 
the number of men who have received 
bids and accepted them (369 and 321, 
respectively, as of two weeks ago). Most 
men who pledged did so because they felt 
that they got along very well with their fra-
ternity brothers. 

A pledge means a commitment that 

you will uphold the values of your fra-
ternity, respect your brothers, and share 
a common living space with them for 
the three following years (not counting 
freshman year — freshmen are not al-
lowed to move into their fraternities until 
they are sophomores). I hope I’m stress-
ing the magnitude of this commitment 
well enough, because it isn’t to be taken 
lightly: a week, at least from my perspec-
tive, seems quite short to make such an 
important decision. And for the sake of 
being forthright, I have to state that after a 

week of intense Rush, I’ve also earned my 
place among the 321 pledges. However, 
had I felt the slightest foreboding, I would 
not have pledged anywhere. Not everyone 
may be willing to draw such a sharp line 
and, as a result, may not be happy with 
their choice. Worse yet, they could end 
up de-pledging — something that is defi-
nitely frowned upon by the brothers of a 
fraternity and constitutes a tedious pro-
cess in which you basically say “no” after 

Texas Governor Rick 
Perry has said, ‘We’re 
the party of life. We 
ought to be coming up 
with ways to save lives.’ 
Unfortunately, Perry 
ignored those words 
234 times.

Rush is good — but too rushed
Even though there are constraints, more time is always better

Rush, Page 5

Last Friday’s article on the Ig 
Nobel Prize Ceremony ambigu-
ously referenced “Epsilon Sigma Pi,” 
which is actually the Educational 
Studies Program (ESP). ESP is not 

a Greek organization. Additionally, 
though a group of ESP-affiliated 
students were at the Prize Ceremo-
ny, it was not an official Ig Nobel 
delegation.



O
P

IN
IO

N
 O

P
IN

IO
N

 O
P

IN
IO

N
 O

P
IN

IO
N

 O
P

IN
IO

N
 O

P
IN

IO
N

 O
P

IN
IO

n
 O

P
inion




 opinion






 O

P
IN

IO
n

 O
pi

N
IO

N
Friday, October 7, 2011� The Tech  5

A state of their own
The US should not veto Palestine’s bid for recognition by the UN Security Council

By Keith Yost
Staff columnist

Palestine’s bid to become a voting mem-
ber at the United Nations is nearing its final 
hour. In the latest tally, it appears that Pal-
estine is close to securing nine votes on the 
Security Council, with Brazil, China, India, 
Lebanon, Russia, and South Africa voting 
yes; Bosnia, Gabon, and Nigeria very likely 
to vote yes; and Britain, Colombia, France, 
Germany, and Portugal set to abstain from 
the vote. Should Palestine reach the nine-
vote threshold for entry, the United States 
will be faced with a choice. Should it ab-
stain, and defer to the Security Council su-
per majority, or should it vote no and veto 
the Palestinian entry?

Although the U.S. has frequently exer-
cised its veto power to the benefit of its Is-
raeli ally, to do so again this time would be 
a grave mistake that goes against the ide-
als of U.S. foreign policy as well as Israel’s 
security.

Since the days of Woodrow Wilson, the 
U.S. has seen self-determination, the right 
of nations to freely determine their own 

political status and sovereignty, as a fun-
damental good in international relations. 
The case of the Palestinians is no excep-
tion — they deserve a state to call their own, 
just as Israel does. This is hardly a matter of 
disagreement; the U.S., Israel, and Palestin-
ian leadership have endorsed a two-state 
solution that has, as its general features, a 
shared Jerusalem, recognition of Israel by 
the Palestinian state, and borders based on 
Israel’s pre-1967 borders, with land swaps to 
accommodate major Israeli settlements. A 
Palestinian seat at the U.N. would not undo 
any of this consensus.

Indeed, there seems to be little of any-
thing that a Palestinian seat in the General 
Assembly would undo. The current Israeli 
government claims that it would derail the 
peace process, but this is nonsense for two 
reasons. The first is that the U.N. is not so 
important a body as that — on the ground, 
virtually nothing would change between 
Israel and Palestine. The second is that the 
peace process has already been derailed, 
having been knocked off course two years 
ago by Israel’s current Prime Minister, Ben-
jamin Netanyahu ’75. It is Netanyahu, not 

the Palestinians, who has been threatening 
the consensus built by years and years of 
painstaking negotiation by allowing settle-
ment building on the West Bank to resume, 
by arguing against a shared Jerusalem, and 
by suggesting that Israel should receive 
more than its pre-1967 boundaries in any 
final outcome.

To be fair, the Palestinians shoulder 
some of the blame for failing to reach a deal 
before Netanyahu came on the scene. Mah-
moud Abbas, the current president of the 
Palestinian National Authority, would have 
done himself and his countrymen a favor 
had he been more decisive and managed to 
reach an agreement with Netanyahu’s pre-
decessor, Ehud Olmert. But negotiations are 
tricky things, and Abbas, a moderate, is the 

leader of a people who are not all as mod-
erate as he. To blame him for not reaching 
an agreement in the time frame he had is to 
ignore the difficulty inherent in the peace 
process.

But even if one believes that Abbas is to 
blame for not solving the Israeli-Palestinian 
conflict in the few years he had with Olmert, 
it remains that Israel is unlikely to find a 
better negotiating partner. To undermine 
Abbas by denying him even this token vic-
tory at the U.N. would only lend strength to 
Hamas and others whose raison d’etre de-
pends upon the failure of a sustainable two-
state arrangement. 

Americans interested in peace and Is-
raelis interested in security will find neither 
if they push the Palestinians to replace Ab-
bas with a Hamas counterpart. This is one 
case in which U.S. foreign policy ideals 
dovetail nicely with a rational assessment 
of its self-interest. If the U.S. were to deny 
Palestine entry to the United Nations, an 
international forum built to provide a plat-
form for peaceful dialogue between warring 
countries, it would be more than just ironic 
— it would be tragic.

having said “yes.”
With regards to the total number of 

pledges this year, rush is considered by 
many to have been a great success. The IFC 
did a lot of hard work that really showed, 
such as designing a Rush app for the 
iPhone and Android operating systems. 

The time allotted for Rush is crucial. It 
would be much better if there was more 
time for Rush, but that would not be very 
feasible. First — and most obviously — a 
longer Rush would overlap more with the 
beginning of the term, possibly incurring 
harmful effects on a potential pledge’s 
academics. 

A longer Rush would also be more of a 
financial burden — more activities means 
more money. While this may not be a prob-
lem for some of the bigger fraternities, it 
would be particularly taxing on the smaller 
ones.

But despite the shorter-than-ideal 
Rush, the general consensus remains that 
MIT does a much better job with fraterni-
ties and Rush than other comparable col-
leges — men’s Greek involvement at MIT 

consistently hovers at around 50 percent.
Rush is very fast-paced, overly competi-

tive and, for lack of a better term, rushed. 
It’s important to note that it’s quite impos-
sible for anyone to get a proper feel of all 
26 fraternities in a few days, let alone get 

to know all the brothers in such a short 
amount of time. Another thing to note is 
that not only are pledges-to-be forced into 
deciding where they want to live for their 
subsequent years at MIT in an extremely 

short amount of time, but they also don’t 
have the opportunity to properly weigh all 
their options beforehand. 

For those who can handle the system — 
as the 50 percent statistic seems to show 
— Rush is a great time to meet lots of new 
people and potentially find brothers who 
will be an amazing support group for them 
for the rest of their lives. For others, how-
ever, it may devolve quickly into a period of 
uncertainty and hastened decision-mak-
ing. Only waiting will tell if Rush and the 
amount of time allotted to it will change 
and improve, but “rushing” Rush cannot 
be considered the most effective or the 
most beneficial thing to do. 

Hal Anil is a member of the Class of 2015.

Rush needs more time
With over 20 fraternities, not enough time to explore them all

It’s quite impossible for anyone to get a proper feel of 
all 26 fraternities in a few days, let alone get to know 
all the brothers in such a short amount of time. 

Negotiations are tricky 
things, and Abbas, a 
moderate, is the leader 
of a people who are not 
all as moderate as he. 

Rush, from Page 4

This is Massachusetts
You’re Probably Liberal

Write Opinion for The Tech! 
Come to our dinners on:
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Arthursaurus Rex by Ramya Swamy

Sudoku
Solution, page 8

1 2 5 4
9 3 7 6

3 8
7 4 5 8

1 9
6 8 1 2

6 2
2 5 1 9

7 2 8 1

Techdoku
Solution, page 8

20+ 2− 1−

1 4 5

4 60× 6×

1− 6×

1− 8+ 32×

2÷ 3 6

A WEBCOMIC OF ROMANCE,
SARCASM, MATH, AND LANGUAGE

by Randall Munroe

[960] Subliminal

Once you see it, you can’t help seeing it every time. Until your body finishes metabolizing the mushrooms.

smbc-comic.com

page 10
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Crossword Puzzle
Solution, page 12

Across
1 Square after Connecticut 

Avenue
5 “Take a hike!”
10 Wax remover
14 Jessica of “Sin City”
15 Israeli seaport
16 Choice in a booth
17 *Nightly news show 

segment
20 Match starter
21 Danger
22 Add color to
23 Veiled consent?
25 “__ Abner”
27 *Big Apple show
36 Houston Aeros’ org.
37 Brass or pewter
38 Overplay a part
39 Breakfast corner
41 Long Island __
43 Poker Flat chronicler 

Harte
44 To the point, in law
46 Author Nin
48 Evian, par exemple

49 *1955 Disney animated 
film featuring Darling Dear

52 __-cone
53 Show about Capote
54 Candy in 12-piece 

dispensers
57 Pisa place
61 Two-time opponent of Ike
65 Come down in buckets; 

also, when applied in 
sequence to the answers 
to starred clues, this 
puzzle’s theme

68 Witty Bombeck
69 Light refrain
70 Equally divided
71 Ginger cookie
72 Gobbled up
73 Doctor’s advice

Down
1 __ of Life
2 Not windward
3 Construction beam
4 Baltic country
5 One who’ll be comin’ 

round the mountain, in 
song

6 Bellyache
7 Teeming (with)
8 Get an __ effort
9 Henner of “Taxi”
10 Home shopping channel
11 Small hopper
12 __-bitsy
13 Folk icon Seeger
18 Ibsen’s “__ Gabler”
19 Beethoven’s “Für __”
24 Mice catchers
26 Arm, e.g.
27 Clichéd
28 Neighbor of Mary
29 Prayer starter
30 Tons
31 Hall of Famer Robin of 

the Milwaukee Brewers
32 Mimicking bird
33 Chick of jazz
34 First-stringers
35 Ease off
40 Piano’s 88
42 Reduction plan

45 Frenzied
47 Valuable violin, for short
50 Write, as music
51 Steering device
54 Co. VIP
55 Merit
56 Coors malt beverage
58 Razor brand

59 Exam for an aspiring D.A.
60 It’s a lock
62 Tennis score
63 Important periods
64 “This just __ my day”
66 Afternoon break
67 One of the Bobbsey 

twins

by Jorge Cham
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By Angelique Nehmzow

In celebration of the Red Sox winning 
the American League in 1912, a distin-
guished woman attended a performance 
of the Boston Symphony Orchestra tout-
ing a headband with, “Oh, You Red Sox” 
splashed across it and caused quite a stir 
in the media. This is one of many stories, 
both true and false, about Isabella Stewart 
Gardner, or “Mrs. Jack.” She did nothing to 
deny or affirm these claims about her, and 
is often quoted as saying, “Don’t spoil a 
good story by telling the truth.”

A truly fascinating woman and one of 
the legends of her time, Gardner was an 

art collector, a leading patron of music 
and the arts, and a philanthropist. She 
loved adventure, and traveled extensive-
ly around Europe, the Middle East and 
Asia, where she acquired many of her art 
pieces. She was also very sociable, and fre-
quently wrote letters and hosted parties. 
Her correspondents and guests included 
renowned authors, artists, and musicians 
such as Henry James and John Singer 
Sargent.

While Gardner was still a girl, she wrote 
in a letter to a friend that, “If I ever have 
any money of my own, I am going to build 
a palace and fill it with beautiful things.” 
Fortunately, she was able to realize this 
dream when she opened Fenway Court in 
1903, now known as the Isabella Stewart 
Gardner Museum.

Gardner devoted herself to the cre-
ation of this museum. As her favorite city 
was Venice, the building was designed in 
the style of a Venetian palace. It contains 
a remarkable and incredibly diverse col-
lection. All the artwork — and in this mu-
seum you soon realize that everything is 
a work of art — is arranged tastefully and 
with great care. In some cases, Gardner 
spent months on end perfecting the ar-
rangement of objects within a room. She 

wanted to display her treasures in a very 
personal way, and one that would kindle a 
love of art in others.

Objects in the collection range from 
musical instruments to fabrics, sketches, 
tiles, sculptures and furniture. They origi-
nate from different eras — such as the 
Middle Ages and the Renaissance — and 
from different regions, like Japan, Turkey, 
or Mexico. Some of the works are by such 
masterful artists as Botticelli, Titian, Ver-
meer, Rembrandt, Degas, and Matisse.

The result is an ever-interesting view-
ing experience. Visitors can lift a cloth to 

peruse letters from T.S. Eliot, they can ex-
amine the incredible intricacies of a silver 
candle-holder, and they can marvel at an-
cient objects — say, a choir book from the 
1400s (which is probably as heavy as I am) 
— the spine of which looks as though it 
was made from the hide of a dragon. They 
can also relax in the courtyard, where 
there are Japanese lanterns, lush vegeta-
tion, and Greek statues.

This museum inspires an appreciation 
of art and is a joy to explore. It reflects 
Gardner’s personality and passion for life, 
and does justice to her vision for a place to 
enjoy art in all its forms.

Isabella Stewart 
Gardner Museum
Tuesday – Sunday, 11 a.m. 
to 5 p.m.

Admission free with MIT 
student ID

http://www.
gardnermuseum.org/

arts around town

Staying in Boston this weekend?
Immerse yourself in (tasteful) art at the Gardner

RinglingBeatsanimals.com

An Elephant 
Never Forgets

These�photographs�were�taken�at�the�Ringling�Bros.�and
Barnum�&�Bailey�Circus�training�center,�where�baby�elephants
are�pulled�from�their�mothers,�tied�down�with�ropes,�gouged
with�bullhooks,�and�shocked�with�electric�prods.

This�is�the�beginning�of�an�elephant’s�life�in�the�circus—a�life
of�chains,�beatings,�fear,�and�intimidation.�Please�don’t�go�to
the�circus.

For�more�info�and�to�see�behind-the-scenes�footage,�please
visit�peta2.com.

PLeaSe�jOin�uS�in�a�PeaCeFuL�PROTeST�aGainST�ThiS�CRueLTy.

When:� Wednesday,�October�12,�11:45�a.m.–1�p.m.�
Where: TD�Garden�(Meet�at�Legends�Way�and�Causeway�Street.)�
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RYAN GOSLING

NOW PLAYING
IN THEATERS EVERYWHERE
CHECK LOCAL LISTINGS FOR THEATERS AND SHOWTIMES

“★★★★
GOSLING MESMERIZES.” 

– Peter Travers, 

“GOSLING CRANKS UP
THE INTENSITY.” 

– Betsy Sharkey,     

“★★★★ GOSLING 
DELIVERS A WHITE-HOT
BURN OF A PERFORMANCE.” 

– Ann Hornaday, 

“★★★★”“★★★★”
– Jessica Wedemeyer, 

‘If I ever have any 
money of my own, 
I am going to build 
a palace and fill 
it with beautiful 
things.’

—Isabella Stewart Gardner
museum founder

The artwork 
— and in this 
museum you 
soon realize 
that everything 
is a work of art 
— is arranged 
tastefully and 
with great care.

Solution to Techdoku
from page 6

Solution to Sudoku
from page 6

3 2 6 4 5 1
1 6 4 2 3 5
4 3 1 5 6 2
5 4 2 6 1 3
6 5 3 1 2 4
2 1 5 3 4 6

1 7 6 2 5 4 3 8 9
8 5 9 3 1 7 2 4 6
4 3 2 6 8 9 7 1 5
7 2 4 1 9 6 5 3 8
3 1 5 8 7 2 6 9 4
6 9 8 4 3 5 1 7 2
5 4 1 9 6 3 8 2 7
2 8 7 5 4 1 9 6 3
9 6 3 7 2 8 4 5 1

Be a PENguin
write for us

e-mail join@tech.mit.edu
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flow of social networks, with President Barack 
Obama, technology industry leaders, and le-
gions of Apple fans weighing in.

“For those of us lucky enough to get to 
work with Steve, it’s been an insanely great 
honor,” said Bill Gates, the Microsoft co-
founder. “I will miss Steve immensely.”

A Twitter user named Matt Galligan wrote: 
“RIP Steve Jobs. You touched an ugly world of 
technology and made it beautiful.”

Eight years after founding Apple, Jobs led 
the team that designed the Macintosh com-
puter, a breakthrough in making personal 
computers easier to use. After a 12-year sepa-
ration from the company, prompted by a bit-
ter falling-out with his chief executive, John 
Sculley, he returned in 1997 to oversee the 
creation of one innovative digital device after 
another — the iPod, the iPhone, and the iPad. 
These transformed not only product catego-
ries like music players and cellphones but 
also entire industries, like music and mobile 
communications.

During his years outside Apple, he bought 
a tiny computer graphics spinoff from direc-
tor George Lucas and built a team of comput-
er scientists, artists, and animators that be-
came Pixar Animation Studios. Starting with 
“Toy Story” in 1995, Pixar produced a string 
of hit movies, won several Academy Awards 
for artistic and technological excellence, and 
made the full-length computer-animated 
film a mainstream art form enjoyed by chil-
dren and adults worldwide.

Jobs was neither a hardware engineer nor 
a software programmer, nor did he think of 
himself as a manager. He considered him-
self a technology leader, choosing the best 
people possible, encouraging and prodding 
them, and making the final call on product 
design.

“He was the most passionate leader one 
could hope for, a motivating force without 
parallel,” wrote Steven Levy, author of the 
1994 book Insanely Great, which chronicles 
the creation of the Mac. “Tom Sawyer could 
have picked up tricks from Steve Jobs.”

Jobs was the ultimate arbiter of Apple 
products, and his standards were exacting. 
Over the course of a year he tossed out two 
iPhone prototypes, for example, before ap-
proving the third and begin shipping it in 
June 2007.

After dropping out of Reed College, a 
stronghold of liberal thought in Portland, 
Ore., in 1972, Jobs led a countercultural life-
style himself. He told a reporter that taking 
LSD was one of the two or three most impor-
tant things he had done in his life. He said 
there were things about him that people who 
had not tried psychedelics — even people 
who knew him well, including his wife — 
could never understand.

Apple’s very name reflected his uncon-
ventionality. In an era when engineers and 
hobbyists tended to describe their machines 
with model numbers, he chose the name of a 
fruit, supposedly because of his dietary habits 
at the time.

Coming on the scene just as computing 
began to move beyond the walls of research 
laboratories and corporations in the 1970s, 
Jobs saw that computing was becoming per-
sonal — that it could do more than crunch 
numbers and solve scientific and business 
problems — and that it could even be a 
force for social and economic change. He 
was offering not just products but a digital 
lifestyle.

Regis McKenna, a Silicon Valley market-
ing executive to whom Jobs turned in the late 
1970s to help shape the Apple brand, said 
Jobs’ genius lay in his ability to simplify com-
plex, highly-engineered products, “to strip 
away the excess layers of business, design, 
and innovation until only the simple, elegant 
reality remained.”

Steven Paul Jobs was born in San Fran-
cisco on Feb. 24, 1955, and put up for adop-
tion by his biological parents, Joanne Carole 
Schieble and Abdulfattah Jandali, a graduate 
student from Syria who became a political 
science professor. He was adopted by Paul 
and Clara Jobs.

Jobs’ wife, Laurene Powell, survives him, 
as do his three children with Powell, his 
daughters Eve Jobs and Erin Sienna Jobs and 
a son, Reed; another daughter, Lisa Brennan-

Jobs, from a relationship with Chrisann Bren-
nan; and his sisters, novelist Mona Simpson 
and Patti Jobs.

In 1975, he and Wozniak, then working as 
an engineer at HP, began attending meetings 
of the Homebrew Computer Club, a hobbyist 
group that met at the Stanford Linear Accel-
erator Center in Menlo Park, Calif. Personal 
computing had been pioneered at research 
laboratories adjacent to Stanford, and it was 
spreading to the outside world.

“What I remember is how intense he 
looked,” said Lee Felsenstein, a computer 
designer who was a Homebrew member. “He 
was everywhere, and he seemed to be trying 
to hear everything people had to say.”

Wozniak designed the original Apple I 
computer simply to show it off to his friends 
at the Homebrew. It was Jobs who had the 
inspiration that it could be a commercial 
product.

In early 1976, he and Wozniak, using 
their own money, began Apple with an ini-
tial investment of $1,300; they later gained 
the backing of a former Intel executive, A.C. 
Markkula, who lent them $250,000. Wozniak 
would be the technical half and Jobs the mar-
keting half of the original Apple I Computer. 
Starting out in the Jobs family garage in Los 
Altos, they moved the company to a small of-
fice in Cupertino shortly thereafter.

In April 1977, Jobs and Wozniak intro-
duced Apple II at the West Coast Computer 
Faire in San Francisco. It created a sensation. 
Faced with a gaggle of small and large com-
petitors in the emerging computer market, 
Apple, with its Apple II, had figured out a way 
to straddle the business and consumer mar-
kets by building a computer that could be 
customized for specific applications.

Sales skyrocketed, from $2 million in 1977 
to $600 million in 1981, the year the company 
went public. By 1983 Apple was in the Fortune 
500. No company had ever joined the list so 
quickly.

In 1980 Jobs had lured Sculley to Apple to 
be its chief executive. A former Pepsi-Cola 
chief executive, Sculley was impressed by 
Jobs’ pitch: “Do you want to spend the rest of 
your life selling sugared water, or do you want 
a chance to change the world?”

In the wake of some disappointing sales, 
the two men became estranged and a power 
struggle ensued, and Jobs lost control of the 
Lisa project. He left Apple in 1985.

In 1996, after unsuccessful efforts to de-
velop next-generation operating systems, 
Apple, with Gilbert Amelio now in com-
mand, acquired NeXT for $430 million. The 
next year, Jobs returned to Apple as an ad-
viser. He became chief executive again in 
2000.

Once in control of Apple again, Jobs set 
out to reshape the consumer electronics in-
dustry. He pushed the company into the digi-
tal music business, introducing first iTunes 
and then the iPod MP3 player. The music arm 
grew rapidly, reaching almost 50 percent of 
the company’s revenue by June 2008.

In 2005, Jobs announced that he would 
end Apple’s business relationship with IBM 
and Motorola and build Macintosh comput-
ers based on Intel microprocessors.

By then his fight with cancer was publicly 
known. Apple had announced in 2004 that 
Jobs had a rare but curable form of pancreatic 
cancer and that he had undergone successful 
surgery. Four years later, questions about his 
health returned when he appeared at a com-
pany event looking gaunt.

Apple began selling the iPhone in June 
2007. Jobs’ goal was to sell 10 million of the 
handsets in 2008, equivalent to one percent 
of the global cell phone market. The company 
sold 11.6 million.

Although smartphones were already com-
monplace, the iPhone dispensed with a stylus 
and pioneered a touch-screen interface that 
quickly set the standard for the mobile com-
puting market. Rolled out with much antici-
pation and fanfare,  iPhone rocketed to popu-
larity; by end of 2010 the company had sold 
almost 90 million units.

If he had a motto, it may have come from 
The Whole Earth Catalog, which he said had 
deeply influenced him as a young man. The 
book, he said in his commencement address 
at Stanford in 2005, ends with the admonition 
“Stay Hungry. Stay Foolish.”

“I have always wished that for myself,” he 
said.

Legatum Lecture

http://legatum.mit.edu/lectures

FREE and OPEN TO THE PUBLIC

 
Mother teresa, Ceo: 

UnexpeCted prinCiples for praCtiCal leadership

Wednesday, October 12 at 5 pm 
MIT Stata Center, 32-155

Complimentary books will be
given to the first 50 attendees!

Ruma Bose
Co-CEO, Sprayology
Serial Entrepreneur, Investor, Philantropist & Author

SPEAkER:

Some being considered include 
“integrating postdocs into the MIT 
Career Fair, enabling them to be 
part of the MIT Alumni network, 
and lowering costs for activities 
that are often free or significantly 
discounted at similar universities, 
such as gym membership fees,” ac-
cording to Bellan. 

As a fledgling association rep-
resenting the postdoctoral popu-
lation at MIT, the PDA will have to 
get the word out regarding its exis-

tence and goals. Its current repre-
sentatives are not elected, but are 
postdocs who volunteered or were 
recruited. Soon, Omta said, the as-
sociation intends to move toward 
elected members so that it “rep-
resents a real constituency when 
advocating postdoc-related issues 
within the Institute.”

The PDA has asked Sive and 
Vice President for Research Claude 
R. Canizares to co-chair a faculty 
advisory committee. Additionally, 
faculty are helping the PDA develop 
a mentoring and training plan for 

postdocs and advisers, said Sive.
The PDA has five subcommit-

tees: Advocacy, Professional De-
velopment, Community Building, 
Alumni Association, and Informa-
tion Flow and IT Support.

“The plan for the PDA has been 
very well-supported, as it will help to 
foster a sense of community among 
postdocs across the Institute,” wrote 
PDA representative Dr. Kate L. 
Moreau in an email to The Tech.

More information about the 
MIT PDA can be found at its web-
site, http://web.mit.edu/pda. 

requests for comment. 
Susan Fleischmann, CCTV 

Executive Director, said CCTV 
has seen no delays in Economy 
Hardware’s move-in. However, 
they do not know how the store’s 
progress is coming along. 

CCTV says that their new fa-
cility has twice the number of live 
studios as their prior one. Thanks 
to their new location, CCTV has 

increased their opportunities to 
work with local arts and cultural 
organizations — including new-
neighbors Central Square The-
ater and the Dance Complex — 
according to their website.

Economy Hardware’s two 
sister stores — in Boston, off the 
Green Line at Symphony, and in 
Brookline, off the Green Line at 
Saint Mary’s — are continuing 
operations as usual.

—Adisa Kruayatidee

Jobs, 56, leaves behind most valuable tech company

Postdocs will have group 
more similar to UA or GSC

Steve Jobs, from Page 1

PDA, from Page 1

Hardware, from Page 1

‘For those of us lucky 
enough to get to work 
with Steve, it’s been an 
insanely great honor.’

—Bill Gates
Microsoft Co-founder

‘Stay Hungry. Stay 
Foolish. I have always 
wished that for myself.’

—Steve Jobs
Apple Co-founder

Stay informed... 

Get headlines and breaking stories 
from The Tech straight to your email!

http://tech.mit.edu/headlines
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When: Saturday, October 8, 8pm - 10pm
Where: MIT Student Center (W20) La Sala de Puerto Rico

Ticket Price: $5 presale, $7 at door
Ticket Sales: Oct 3 - Oct 7, Lobby 10 Booth

Come enjoy performances by MIT Student groups with 
raffles in between, an auction, and lots of delicious desserts! 

All proceeds from this event will go towards 
funding surgical procedures for Chinese orphans. 

帮助中国孤儿  /  幫助中國孤兒

Performers 
Include:Ballroom Dance ClubLion Dance ClubRoadkill Bu�et

Muses
chinacare-exec@mit.edu
http://chinacare.scripts.mit.edu/ 

MIT China Care’s 1st Annual Dessert Fundraiser

THE LEGATUM CONVERGENCE
presented by the Legatum Center at MIT

October 27-28, 2011
E14, MIT Media Lab Complex

�is annual conference explores the challenges and opportunities 
entrepreneurs encounter in developing countries 

INTERESTED?
50% OFF

50% OFF the MIT student registration fee of $55.00 will be 
awarded to a limited number of MIT students who inspire us. 
By October 14th, send us an email expressing your vision of 

entrepreneurship. In 25 words or less, complete this:
“I believe entrepreneurship in emerging countries is....” 

Send your email to legatum@mit.edu. �ose receiving 
the 50% discounted admission will be noti�ed by October 18th.

http://legatum.mit.edu/conference2011_registration

January Scholars in France, Jan. 9-23, 2012 
MIT Foreign Languages & Literatures

Starting with the upcoming French presidental elections, students will examine the 
French political landscape, including its institutions and particularities. Through 
readings, lectures and on-site visits, they will also explore the historical roots of 
issues on the contemporary French political scene. 

Application Information
MIT’s Foreign Languages and Literatures 

invites undergraduates to apply 
for the January Scholars in France program.

21F.314 is a 6-unit subject, conducted entirely in French, and will 
allow up to 14 students to experience two weeks of cultural 

immersion in Paris during IAP 2012, January 9-23.

Application deadline is October 18, 2011.

For more information and application forms, 
go to web.mit.edu/jsf or to FL&L’s main office (14N-305).                                                                                                              

21F.314: Topics in Interculturalism (IAP Study Abroad) 
Understanding Contemporary France through its 
Political Landscape

D’Amelio trial set for Tuesday
Former MIT police officer 

Joseph D’Amelio is going to trial 
next Tuesday in Suffolk Superior 
Court for trafficking prescription 
painkillers.

D’Amelio was arrested in 
uniform in March 2009 when 
Boston Police caught him deal-
ing OxyContin and Roxicodone 
pills — both of which contain 
oxycodone — in East Boston. At 
his arraignment, D’Amelio was 
charged with trafficking more 
than 100 grams of oxycodone, a 
Class A substance — an offense 
which carries a sentence between 
10 and 20 years in state prison. He 
was released later that month on 
a bail of $75,000, reduced from 
$500,000, and placed on house 
arrest with electronic monitoring.

D’Amelio’s trial has been 

scheduled twice previously — 
Sept. 28, 2010 and Aug. 30, 2011, 
but both were cancelled. Since 
the 2010 date, there have been 
three conferences for status re-
view, the latest on Sept. 21 of this 
year. 

Jake Wark, press secretary 
at the Suffolk County District 
Attorney’s Office, said the long 
pre-trial timeframe is not un-
usual. In Massachusetts, trial 
schedules are handled accord-
ing to the complexity of the case 
as deemed by the judge of the 
arraignment. Because high level 
narcotics were involved in this 
case, both the prosecutors and 
defendants were given ample 
time to prepare the best case 
possible, he said. 

—Adisa Kruayatidee

were approved. 
“The question is, has IAP started 

in one place and evolved into a new 
place that makes sense, or is [it] go-
ing off track?” Allen said.

He added that any coming IAP 
changes will likely concern “content 
and style,” rather than the schedule. 

Allen also plans to focus on stu-
dent advising and mentoring pro-
grams, particularly the freshman 
advising program. Allen currently 
teaches the freshman blacksmith-
ing seminar and said that he hopes 
to “get more faculty engaged with 
freshman advising.”

As chair of faculty, Allen is 
also responsible for administra-
tive tasks such as fielding com-
plaints from students who feel that 
their professors are violating term 
regulations.

Beyond students, Allen said that 
he is asking his faculty colleagues 
to inform him about their views so 
that he can try to incorporate their 
“broad spectrum” of perspectives 
into policy discussions. He said 
that he wanted to make sure that he 
was focusing on issues that were of 
importance to many people, rather 
than “things that concern me a lot 
but may not be of much interest to 
anyone else.”

Allen to tackle IAP, 
undergrad advising
Allen, from Page 1

SMBC, from Page 6
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EVENTS

Whether you want to share your story or hear about others', come to this 
sure-to-be heartwarming event to add to the discussion and lend a listening 
ear to your peers.  Dinner provided. Free and open to everyone. 

6pm in the Rainbow Lounge 50-005

Right in the middle of Gaytober, you're invited to the GAYEST party ever. 
FREE admission. Open to all MIT students. In Senior Haus basement. Live 
music from bands TBA. Also, we will have a professional gay impersonator 
(Lady Gaga?!) performing. More info at tinyurl.com/outatmit

9pm - 1am Senior Haus Basement

An aspiring-collaborative event that will ask students to discuss and learn 
about the intersections of race, sexual orientation, and gender 
identity/expression. Come see what it's like for people to come out in minority 
communities.*Food will be provided. Free and open to everyone. 

7pm in Room 4-163 

With a life-size closet for people to "come out" for the first or nth time. Educat-
ing and making the public aware of what it's like to come out, this booth will 
help LGBTQ people share their experiences with their peers. Free and open 
to everyone.

10am-4pm in Lobby 10

COMING OUT STORYTELLING

BIG GAY PARTY

COMING OUT IN COMMUNITIES OF COLOR

COME OUT AGAIN IN LOBBY 10
WEDNESDAY 10/12

THURSDAY 10/13

FRIDAY 10/14
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By Paul Dill
head coach

In a NEWMAC women’s vol-
leyball match on Tuesday night, 
host MIT defeated Babson Col-
lege 25-18, 25-19, 25-13. With the 
win, the Engineers improved to 
17-5 on the year and 3-2 in con-
ference while the Babson Bea-
vers dipped to 11-7 overall and 
2-3 in the NEWMAC.

Kristine A. Bunker ’14 racked 
up nine blocks to go along with 
five kills for MIT. Kelly E. Schulte 
’12 posted seven kills and five 
blocks while fellow classmate, 
Cecily L. Joujon-Roche ’12 added 
seven kills and three blocks. Ra-
chel A. Hunt ’14 bolstered the 
attack with five kills as Nicole 
C. Gagnier ’15 tallied 26 assists 
and three blocks. Katie K. Spiel-
bauer ’13 paced the defense with 
13 digs while Tatiana Berger ’14 
contributed five digs. Natasha H. 
Jensen ’12 earned three aces as 
sophomore Sharon S. Hao regis-
tered four digs and two aces.

Babson went up 3-2 in the 
opening set, but a pair of kills 
from Schulte and a block with 
Bunker put the Engineers ahead 
for good. Babson stayed within 
striking distance for most of the 
frame as two kills and a block 
narrowed the gap to one (14-13). 
MIT responded with a block by 
Bunker, a kill from Hunt, and col-
laboration from both on a block 
which resulted in a timeout by 
Babson. After the break, both 
sides exchanged points until the 
Cardinal and Gray generated a 
6-1 run for set point. A serving 
error and block kept the visitors 
alive at 24-18; however, a strike 
from Gagnier ended the game.

In the second set, MIT quickly 
created a 5-1 lead which Bab-
son gradually trimmed to 9-7. 
The Engineers countered with 
an 8-1 run that was followed by 
a 7-3 spurt from the visitors. The 
hosts rattled off four consecu-
tive points for a 24-15 advantage. 
Babson replied with four of its 
own, capitalizing on a pair of 
miscues. MIT ended the Beavers’ 
late rally on the ensuing serve 
when Berger’s kill off the Bea-
vers’ block sailed out of bounds.

A serving error and three 
kills put Babson in front, 4-2, in 
the final frame. The Engineers 
responded by scoring nine of 
the next 10 points to secure the 
lead. Following a timeout by the 
visitors, an exchange of serves 
helped bring the Beavers within 
five (13-8). This was as close as it 
would get as MIT finished out the 
match with an 11-4 run, clinch-
ing the win on freshman Morgan 
Stewart’s first swing of the night.

The Engineers’ next match 
will be at Babson College next 
Tuesday.

By Mindy Brauer
daper staff

The nationally-ranked No. 
11 MIT coed sailing team cap-
tured eighth place out of 20 
squads at the Danmark Tro-
phy while its entries finished 
in fourth and fifth place at the 
Charles River Invitational this 
past weekend. In addition, team 
member Hanna M. Vincent ’13 
secured 10th place at the New 
England Women’s Singlehanded 
Championship.

Hosted by the U.S. Coast 
Guard Academy, the two-day 
Danmark Trophy featured fluc-
tuating wind conditions that 
resulted in the completion of 13 
rounds of action. The B Division 
boat comprised of junior skip-
per Andrew Z. Sommer ’13 and 

senior crew Stephanie A. Tong 
’12 clinched third place behind 
the strength of 11 top 10 perfor-
mances, including a victory in 
the fourth round. Eamon M. Gla-
ckin ’12 and Kelden M. Pehr ’13 
collaborated for 14th place in the 
A Division as they cracked the 
top 10 on five occasions.

Hobart and William Smith 
Colleges won the event while 
Tufts, Yale, Connecticut College, 
and Wisconsin rounded out the 
top five.

The wind was less favorable 
for the Charles River Invitational 
as it yielded only five races on 
Sunday. MIT’s entries, the “Engi-
neers” and the “Beavers,” placed 
fourth and fifth, respectively, 
out of 15 teams. For the Engi-
neers, senior Javier E. Ramos 
’12 and sophomore Leo Zhou 

’14 used a trio of fifth-place per-
formances to rank sixth in the B 
Division. Senior Neil T. Forrester 
’12 and sophomore Keren Gu ’14 
finished in the top 10 in all five 
rounds, including a third-place 
performance in their last out-
ing, to clinch seventh in the A 
Division.

The Beavers’ A Division boat 
of freshmen Nicholas W. Paggi 
’15 and Samantha C. Albright 
’15 generated four top 10 place-
ments en route to a sixth-place 
finish as the pair was fourth and 
second in the first two rounds. 
Fellow classmates Zachary H. 
Drach ’15 and Sara E. Falcone ’15 
opened the day by placing 10th 
and then alternated sixth- and 
eighth-place rankings to finish 
seventh in the B Division.

Vermont took top honors 
with 31 points, followed by Bos-
ton University (34), Bowdoin 
College (61), the Engineers (70), 

and the Beavers (74).
Vincent was MIT’s lone rep-

resentative at the New England 
Women’s Singlehanded Cham-
pionship hosted by Yale Uni-
versity. Despite inconsistent 
wind on the Long Island Sound, 
she registered six top 10 perfor-
mances to place 10th out of 15 
competitors. Vincent kicked off 
the weekend by ranking seventh 
in the first two rounds, sixth in 
the next rotation, and fifth in the 
fourth race. She tacked on an-
other sixth-place finish before 
capturing fourth in the 11th out-
ing of the regatta.

On Saturday, the Cardinal 
and Gray were slated to host the 
Professor George Warren Smith 
Trophy, but poor wind condi-
tions resulted in the cancellation 
of the event.

This weekend, the team will 
host its Alumni Race, the Brass 
Rat/Sir Ian McFarlane Regatta.

Upcoming Home Events
Saturday, Oct. 8

Brass Rat/Sir Ian McFarlane Regatta� 9:30 a.m., Charles River

Men’s Soccer vs. Babson� 12 p.m., Steinbrenner Stadium

Field Hockey vs. Wheaton� 1 p.m., Jack Barry Field

Women’s Tennis vs. Springfield� 1 p.m., DuPont Courts

Men’s Water Polo vs. Brown� 6 p.m., Z-Center Pool

Sunday, Oct. 10

Brass Rat/Sir Ian McFarlane Regatta� 9:30 a.m., Charles River

MIT wins 
against 
Babson
Babson College 
Beavers fall to 
Volleyball, MIT 
improves to 17-5 

the mit list visual arts center presents
the max wasserman
forum on contemporary art

present 
past:
contemporary  
art  
and the uses  
of history

sunday, october 9, 3pm 
MIT Building 10, Room 250

panelists:  
Matthew Buckingham  
Jaleh Mansoor 
Dieter Roelstraete 
Danh Vo 

moderator:  
Tim Griffin

The Forum is free and open to the public.  
For more information please call 617 452 3586  
or visit http://listart.mit.edu

Sailing takes 8th at Danmark Trophy 

We get you the tickets.
You get us the review.

ARTS at 
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music • books • restaurants • interviews

join@the-tech.mit.edu
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