
MIT’s
Oldest and Largest 

Newspaper

WEATHER, p. 2

SECTIONS
World & Nation������2
Opinion������������������4
Campus Life ����������5
Fun Pages��������������7
Sports������������������12

Volume 131, Number 40	 tech.mit.edu� Tuesday, September 27, 2011

Bad advice can sound good
Take my advice: Watch out for bad 
advice. CAMPUS LIFE, p. 5

Star Market Nightmare
Harrowing tales from a first-time grocery 
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diversify their strategy. 
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In Short
The MIT Investment Management Company re-
ported 17.9 percent returns on MIT’s endowment 
in the 2011 fiscal year. The endowment value climbed 
from $8.5 billion to $9.9 billion. In 2010, the endow-
ment had gained only 10.2 percent.

Course 6 professor Tomas A. Palacios has received 
the Presidential Early Career Award for Scientists and 
Engineers. The award is the “highest honor” that the 
U.S. government gives to up-and-coming indepen-
dent researchers, according to the White House. In an 
email to The Tech, Palacios said it was a “tremendous 
honor” to receive the award and thanked his students, 
colleagues, and sponsors who helped “push the limits 
of electronics.”

The Ig Informal Lectures are happening this week-
end at 1 p.m. in 26-100. See the Ig Nobel Prize winners 
explain their achievements! 

The fall ASA general body meeting is tomorrow at 
5:30 p.m. in 54-100. Food and sign-in begins at 5 p.m. 
A representative from each student group is required 
to be present. 

Fall Festival tickets are now available for presale 
online at http://web.mit.edu/fall. John Oliver from “The 
Daily Show” will be performing at MIT on October 28 
at 10 p.m. in Kresge.

Christopher A. Schuh has been named the new head 
of Course 3.

Send news information and tips to  
news@tech.mit.edu.

TUE: 73°f | 60°f

Partly sunny

WED: 68°f | 58°f

Mostly cloudy

THU: 72°f | 60°f

Rain showers

By Paul Woods
Staff writer

They told him that it 
wouldn’t work. “When we 
went to conferences, they 
did not believe that complex 
digital circuits could reliably 
operate at low voltages.” 

Then a graduate student 
at the University of Cali-

fornia, Berkeley, Professor 
Anantha P. Chandrakasan 
wasn’t entirely sure it would 
work either.

In the end, though, his 
low-power chip designs did 
work, and one year later, 
Chandrakasan gave one of 
the most influential talks in 
the history of the Interna-
tional Solid-State Circuits 

Conference. So many people 
attended that some couldn’t 
even get close enough to 
hear, so the organizers asked 
him to give the talk a sec-
ond time — a first for the 
conference. 

A couple of decades later, 
Chandrakasan holds the 
chair for the International 
Solid-State Circuits Con-

ference, held the director-
ship of MIT’s Microsystems 
Technology Labs, and has 
been recently appointed as 
the head of MIT’s Depart-
ment of Electrical Engineer-
ing and Computer Science 
(EECS).

But how did it all start?

Chandrakasan, Page 6

Nicholas Chornay—The Tech

in your community

Meet Anantha Chandrakasan
From Berkeley researcher to EECS department head

Chile president visits MIT, tours Media Lab
Chilean President Sebas-

tián Piñera visited the MIT 
Media Lab last Friday to give 
a speech in front of an audi-
ence consisting primarily of 
Chilean students in the Bos-
ton area. Piñera encouraged 
his audience members to re-
turn to their native country, 
Chile, after completing their 
education. Piñera addressed 
his audience in Spanish.

“Chile needs your edu-
cation, the skills you’ve ac-

quired here,” Piñera said, 
according to the MIT News 
Office. “That’s what will make 
a difference in our economy 
going forward.” 

Piñera admitted that he 
had a “deep but healthy jeal-
ousy” for the students who 
had the opportunity to study 
“at one of the best universi-
ties in the world.” 

Piñera had met with MIT 
President Susan J. Hockfield 
prior to his speech, followed 

by a tour of the Media Lab 
led by and Alexander Simoes 
G and Assistant Professor 
of Media Arts and Sciences 
César A. Hidalgo. Hidalgo 
and Simoes demonstrated 
their work with the Econom-
ic Complexity Observatory, a 
collaborative project meant 
to develop tools that can help 
visualize large amounts of 
data for macroeconomic de-
cision making.

� —Derek Chang

By Deborah Chen
associate news editor

Hundreds of people from the MIT and Boston com-
munity flocked to Kresge Auditorium last Saturday 
as the founders of Dropbox, Quora, Foursquare and 
seven other tech companies took the stage at the 3rd 
annual Startup Bootcamp at MIT. The event featured a 
marathon of talks and presentations from well-known 
figures in the high-tech startup industry. 

Michael V. Grinich ’11, who founded and organized 
the first MIT Startup Bootcamp, was dissatisfied with 
the entrepreneurship opportunities available at MIT 
when he was a sophomore. “Three to five years ago, 
when I first started thinking about this event, there was 
this frustration that MIT wasn’t really having the same 
level of dialogue about startups as some other univer-
sities,” Grinich said. 

Grinich said that he believes the event is an im-
portant part of the startup ecosystem at the Institute. 
“I wanted to throw an event that would bring lots of 
different people together and get people talking about 
startups,” he added.

Over the past few years, Grinich said, the event has 
already inspired some attendees to form their own 
companies. “By my last count, a couple dozen people 
have emailed me saying they’ve started their own com-
panies, just by meeting other people at the event.”

“Startup Bootcamp is almost like a meta-startup in 
that sense. I mean, if 9 out of 10 startups fail, and 300 
companies are created, then 30 of them will be success-

Tech startups 
take to MIT 
for Bootcamp
Hi-tech startup founders 
seek to advise and inspire

By Adisa Kruayatidee

Two pharmaceutical giants, 
Novartis and Pfizer, are getting 
closer to realizing their new 
complexes neighboring the MIT 
campus. Both sites will primar-
ily house research facilities. 

Novartis’ new campus will 
occupy the Analog Devices lot 
and building near the intersec-
tion of Massachusetts Avenue 
and Albany Street, and Pfizer 
will be at 610 Main Street — the 

lot adjacent to the Shire build-
ing. Both properties are leased 
from the MIT Investment Man-
agement Company. Novartis 
currently runs a research com-
plex across Mass Ave. from their 
new site.

Last June, Novartis received 
a unanimous approval from the 
city council for zoning changes it 
had been planning through the 
spring. Those changes included 

Novartis & Pfizer to move near campus
New construction to transform area in Central and Kendall Squares

Source: www.Sixtenmit.com

Rendering of the street-level retail space at 610 Main St., 
which will be predominantly occupied by Pfizer.

Startup Bootcamp, Page 9

Pharma, Page 10

Courtesy of Dominick Reuter/MIT
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Situation for Noon Eastern Time, Tuesday, September 27, 2011

By Michael Schwirtz
The New York Times 

MOSCOW — President Dmitry 
Medvedev fired Russia’s longtime 
finance minister for insubordina-
tion Monday after the two had an 
icy confrontation on television that 
revealed the fault lines in a govern-
ment where disagreements are usu-
ally kept strictly under wraps.

On Sunday, Finance Minister 
Aleksei L. Kudrin had openly ques-
tioned the president’s competence 
in economic affairs, announcing 
that he would quit rather than work 
for Medvedev, who is to become 
prime minister next year in a lead-
ership swap with Vladimir V. Putin.

Kudrin was an essential player 
for more than a decade on the gov-
erning team that Putin initially put 
together while president, and his 
departure has called into question 
the viability of the new leadership 
arrangement. It could also deepen 

Russia’s economic troubles, as for-
eign investors believe that Kudrin’s 
leadership has helped avert finan-
cial instability.

The takedown of Kudrin seemed 
an effort by Medvedev to reassert 
authority after the leadership an-
nouncement appeared to reveal 
him as little more than a place 
holder for Putin, who was constitu-
tionally barred from seeking a third 
consecutive term in 2008.

“No one has abolished disci-
pline and subordination,” Medve-
dev told Kudrin at a televised meet-
ing of officials in Dimitrovgrad. “If 
you think that you have different 
views on the economic agenda 
from the president, that is me, then 
you can write me a corresponding 
letter of resignation. You must an-
swer, of course, here and now. Will 
you write the letter?”

Kudrin, looking stung, respond-
ed that he would seek the advice of 
Putin, who is now the prime minis-

ter, before giving an answer.
“You can seek advice from 

whomever you want, including 
from the prime minister, but while I 
am president, I will make such deci-
sions,” Medvedev said. “You need to 
decide, and quickly.”

A few hours later, Medvedev’s 
press secretary announced that Ku-
drin had been dismissed on Putin’s 
recommendation. Under the con-
stitution, the prime minister must 
approve such dismissals.

The news immediately sent 
tremors through economic circles, 
with some analysts predicting that 
Kudrin’s departure could rattle in-
vestors and damage Russia’s eco-
nomic outlook.

“The resignation or forced dis-
missal of Finance Minister Kudrin is 
a real shock, and will be taken nega-
tively by the markets,” said Charles 
Robertson, chief economist at Re-
naissance Capital, an investment 
bank based in Moscow.

By Joshua Brustein
The New York Times 

Stocks on Wall Street rallied 
Monday as investors shrugged off 
some negative figures on the U.S. 
economy and reacted positively to 
unconfirmed reports that officials 
in Europe were developing plans to 
confront the continent’s fiscal crisis.

At the close of trading, the Dow 
Jones industrial average was up 2.5 
percent, adding 272.38 points, to 
11,043.86. The Standard & Poor’s 
500-stock index rose 2.3 percent, or 
26.52 points, to 1,162.95. The Nasdaq 
composite index was up 1.35 per-
cent, or 33.46 points, to 2,516.69.

A spokesman for the European 
Commission confirmed that discus-
sions were under way on plans to 
extend the effectiveness of the eu-
rozone’s bailout fund, perhaps ex-
panding the borrowing power of the 
fund but not the amount of money 
nations were contributing. But as has 
often been the case, European lead-
ers Monday seemed to have different 
perceptions of what was being dis-
cussed and how likely it was that the 
proposals would find support.

Even so, investors moved to buy 
stocks and drove down the prices of 
haven assets like U.S. Treasury bonds 
and gold. Analysts said the markets’ 
response showed the hunger for a 
political solution to Europe’s sover-
eign debt crisis, as well as a belief that 
stocks might have dropped too far in 
recent days.

“People woke up this morning, 
looked at some vaguely positive 
news in Europe and said, ‘You know 
what, I’m willing to take a shot with 
stocks at these levels,’” said Kevin H. 
Giddis, executive managing director 
and president for fixed income capi-
tal markets at Morgan Keegan & Co.

Monthly new home sales in the 
United States hit a six-month low in 
August at a seasonally adjusted an-
nual rate of 295,000 homes, down 
from 302,000 in July. Prices were 
down 8.7 percent, the Commerce 
Department reported. Separately, 
a forecast of third-quarter earnings 
based on data by Thomson Reuters 
Corp. predicted that the earnings of 
S&P 500 companies would rise 13.7 
percent, down from an earlier fore-
cast of 17 percent.

Markets have tumbled in recent 

weeks on grim economic news. Wall 
Street suffered through one of its 
worst days of the year Thursday after 
the Federal Reserve said it saw “sig-
nificant downside risks” to the coun-
try’s economic outlook. But analysts 
say the markets have grown some-
what numb to such news.

Gold prices were down for a fifth 
consecutive day. They fell more than 
$100 before recovering to close at 
$1,622 an ounce, down from a peak 
of nearly $1,900 on Aug. 22. Analysts 
attributed the drop to investors look-
ing for cash, but some also described 
it as a correction for a commodity 
that has reached historic highs in re-
cent weeks. But James Steel, an ana-
lyst at HSBC, said the dip was an in-
dication of volatility in an uncertain 
market, rather than a sign that the 
market for gold may be turning.

“The issues that have pushed the 
market up for the last three years — 
the EU sovereign debt issues, our 
mounting debt issues, the structural 
issues in the dollar, and geopoliti-
cal risks — none of those have been 
solved in the last four days,” he said. 
“That would argue that the bull mar-
ket in gold is not over.”

Anticipated Amazon tablet to 
take aim at Apple iPad

SAN FRANCISCO — One after another, like moths to a flame, 
technology companies have been seduced into entering the mar-
ket for tablets. Apple made it look so irresistible, with 29 million 
eager and sometimes fanatical consumers snapping up an iPad 
in the device’s first 15 months.

None, however, could beg or borrow any of Apple’s magic. 
Now comes what might be the best-placed challenger of all: Ama-
zon.com. The retailer is on the verge of introducing its own tablet, 
analysts predict, a souped-up color version of its Kindle e-reader 
that will undercut the iPad in price and aim to steal away a couple 
of million in unit sales by Christmas.

The Amazon tablet, analysts believe, will most likely sell for 
about $250, half the price of the basic iPad. Its screen will be 7 
inches as opposed to the iPad’s 10 inches. Unlike the current Kin-
dle, it will operate by touch. A second tablet, with a bigger screen, 
is expected next year.

—David Streitfeld, The New York Times

Facebook enters politics with PAC
Facebook wants more friends. And it is willing to pay for them. 

The Silicon Valley social media company has for the first time 
formed an old-fashioned political action committee and will use 
it to distribute cash to candidates in the coming elections. It is just 
one indication of how social media companies are integrating 
with the political landscape in a season in which these businesses 
are growing presences in the campaign conversation.

“FB PAC will give our employees a way to make their voice 
heard in the political process by supporting candidates who 
share our goals of promoting the value of innovation to our econ-
omy while giving people the power to share and make the world 
more open and connected,” a company spokesman said.

The move comes as technology companies like Facebook are 
moving quickly to increase their influence in Washington amid 
increasingly complex legislative debates about patents, monopo-
ly status and concerns about the privacy of users.

� —Michael D. Shear & Jennifer Preston, The New York Times 

Graduation rates stagnant even 
as enrollment rises

A report to be released Tuesday by a group seeking to raise 
college graduation rates shows that despite decades of steadily 
climbing enrollment rates, the percentage of students making 
it to the finish line is barely budging.

The group, Complete College America, is a nonprofit found-
ed two years ago with financing from the Bill and Melinda 
Gates Foundation, the Lumina Foundation, and others. Its re-
port, which had the cooperation of 33 governors, showed how 
many of the students in states completed their degrees, broken 
down into categories, including whether enrollment is full or 
part time, or at a two- or four-year institution.

The numbers are stark: in Texas, for example, of every 100 
students who enrolled in a public college, 79 started at a com-
munity college, and only two of them earned a two-year degree 
on time; even after four years, only seven graduated. Of the 21 
of those 100 who enrolled at a four-year college, five graduate 
on time; after eight years, only 13 had earned a degree. Similar-
ly, in Utah, for 100 students who enrolled in a public college, 71 
chose a community college, 45 enrolling full time and 26 part 
time; after four years, only 14 of the full-time students and one 
of the part-time students graduated. Of the 29 who started at a 
four-year college, only 13 got their degree within eight years.

Currently, federal education statistics generally focus on 
first-time full-time students. But according to the report, about 
4 of every 10 public college students attend part time — and no 
more than a quarter of part-time students ever graduate.

—Tamar Lewin, The New York Times 

By Shaena Berlin
STAFF METEorologist

The next few days look to 
be warm, humid, and rainy, 
with a crisp fall cold front 
moving through toward the 
end of the week. Along with 
autumn’s arrival comes the 
advent of apple-picking sea-
son; look for dorm and FSILG 
trips to nearby orchards in 
the near future!

On Sept. 27, in the less-
nourishing year of 1816, a 

black frost over New England 
killed unripened corn and 
resulted in a year of famine. 
During another cold spell 
on this day in 1987, the sum-
mit of Mt. Washington, NH 
received 5 inches of snow, 
temperatures at just 13°F 
(-11°C), and wind gusts up to 
99 mph. Fortunately, winter 
still seems quite far off, and 
the worst we should have to 
deal with in the predictable 
future are some uncomfort-
able rainstorms.

Apple-picking season 
here; winter, not yet

Medvedev fires Russian finance 
minister for insubordination

Wall Street rebounds on 
Europe hopes

Extended Forecast
Today: Partly sunny. High around 73°F. ENE winds at 9 

mph.
Tonight: Mostly cloudy. Low around 60°F.
Tomorrow: Mostly cloudy with a chance of rain show-

ers. High 68°F. Low near 58°F.
Thursday: Cloudy with rain showers likely. High 72°F. 

Low near 60°F.
Friday: Partly sunny. High in the mid-70s. Low near 58°F.
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Lawyer for hikers freed by Iran 
denies abuse claims

The Iranian lawyer for the two U.S. hikers released on bail and repa-
triated last week after a two-year odyssey through Iran’s penal system 
appeared to distance himself from his clients in an interview published 
Monday, calling their accusations of mistreatment baseless and politi-
cally motivated.

The comments by the lawyer, Masoud Shafiei, made in an interview 
with Iran’s Fars news agency, came a day after a news conference held 
in New York by the Americans, Joshua F. Fattal and Shane M. Bauer, 
both 29. In their first comments on U.S. soil, they provided new details 
about their captivity in Iran on spying and trespass charges before their 
release on $500,000 bail each, granted Sept. 21 by Iran’s judiciary.

The Americans said their captors had regularly blindfolded them 
and withheld mail sent by their families. Sometimes, they said, they 
heard the screams of other inmates at Tehran’s Evin Prison, where they 
spent 781 days.

In the Fars news agency interview, Shafiei cast doubt on the Ameri-
cans’ accusations. If they had been mistreated, Shafiei was quoted as 
saying, they could have raised a complaint during their court hearings.

“If my clients contact me, as an Iranian national, I will definitely 
inform them of my protest at their baseless claims,” the lawyer was 
quoted as saying. “Why have they made such allegations when their 
problem has been resolved and they have left the country?”

Reached by telephone after Fars published the interview, Shafiei 
said some of his comments had been misconstrued. He said he was 
never able to consult with his clients in private and therefore did not 
know about their claims of mistreatment. Nonetheless, Shafiei did not 
deny the Fars account or say he would seek a retraction.

—Rick Gladstone, The New York Times 

Six suspects charged in British 
terrorism plot

LONDON — Six men have been charged with planning an act of 
terrorism in Britain, as part of a plot that included training in Paki-
stan, preparing for suicide bombings and constructing an explosive 
device, the police said Monday.

The men, ages 25-32, are all from Birmingham, Britain’s second-
largest city. Four were charged with “preparing for an act of terrorism 
in the U.K.,” and the other two were charged with failing to disclose 
information. A seventh man was being questioned, the West Mid-
lands police force said in a statement.

The men were arrested last week in a raid led by the counterter-
rorism unit of Britain’s West Midlands police.

The police have given no details of the alleged plot, but a police 
statement said the arrests were part of a “major operation” prompted 
by intelligence work, a formulation that has often been used to de-
scribe a lengthy period of surveillance by undercover units and Brit-
ain’s secret intelligence and security agencies, MI5 and MI6.

—John F. Burns and Ravi Somaiya, The New York Times 

By Kareem Fahim
The New York Times 

TRIPOLI, Libya — Fighters bat-
tling Moammar Gadhafi’s loyalists 
Monday entered the coastal city of 
Sirte from the east as residents flee-
ing the besieged city, one of the loy-
alists’ few remaining strongholds, 
warned of an escalating toll from 
the fighting. The foray by the former 
rebels, backed by a heavy bombard-
ment from NATO warplanes, brought 
them to a traffic circle more than a 
mile from the city center, Reuters 
reported. In recent days, the rebels 
have struck deep into the city from 
the west, only to be beaten back by 
heavy resistance from Gadhafi fight-
ers ensconced in the city.

As the anti-Gadhafi forces have 

struggled to unify Libya politically, 
the continuing, pitched battle for 
Sirte, one of only two remaining Gad-
hafi strongholds, has become one of 
their most urgent concerns. To de-
clare an end to the conflict, they have 
suggested that they need to capture 
the city. They have struggled to do 
so, facing resistance from both Gad-
hafi troops and, residents say, from 
citizen volunteers who either fear the 
former rebels or remain loyal to the 
colonel.

And the frustrated response by 
the provisional government fighters 
— including pounding the city with 
heavy weapons — has raised fears of 
a mounting civilian toll. The Interna-
tional Committee for the Red Cross 
and other aid agencies have warned 
that food and medical supplies are 

running short and have told the com-
batants to avoid civilian casualties.

A doctor interviewed by The As-
sociated Press, Eman Mohammed, 
said that many of the recent wounds 
at the city’s central Ibn Sina Hospi-
tal seemed to have been caused by 
shelling by the former rebels. There 
was no oxygen in the operating 
rooms, she said, and few staff mem-
bers to treat patients.

Moussa Ibrahim, a spokesman for 
Gadhafi, told Reuters on Monday that 
he had been moving in and out of the 
besieged city, despite anti-Gadhafi 
fighters surrounding it on three sides. 
As for Gadhafi, Ibrahim declined to 
comment on his whereabouts, telling 
Reuters that the deposed leader was 
“very happy that he is doing his part 
in this great saga of the resistance.”

Wangari Maathai, Nobel Peace 
Prize laureate, dies at 71

Fighters enter Gadhafi 
stronghold city as toll rises

By Jeffrey Gettleman
The New York Times 

NAIROBI, Kenya — Dr. Wangari 
Maathai, the Kenyan environmen-
talist who began a movement to 
reforest her country by paying poor 
women a few shillings to plant trees 
and who went on to become the 
first African woman to win a Nobel 
Peace Prize, died here Sunday. She 
was 71.

The cause was cancer, said her 
organization, the Green Belt Move-
ment. Kenyan news outlets said she 
had been treated for ovarian cancer 

in the past year and that she had 
been in a hospital for at least a week 
before she died.

Maathai, one of the most widely 
respected women on the continent, 
played many roles — environmen-
talist, feminist, politician, professor, 
rabble-rouser, human rights ad-
vocate and head of the Green Belt 
Movement, which she founded in 
1977. Its mission was to plant trees 
across Kenya to fight erosion and to 
create firewood for fuel and jobs for 
women.

Maathai was as comfortable in 
the gritty streets of Nairobi’s slums 

or the muddy hillsides of central 
Kenya as she was hobnobbing with 
heads of state. She won the Peace 
Prize in 2004 for what the Nobel 
committee called “her contribu-
tion to sustainable development, 
democracy and peace.” It was a mo-
ment of immense pride in Kenya 
and across Africa.

Her Green Belt Movement has 
planted more than 30 million trees 
in Africa and has helped nearly 
900,000 women, according to 
the United Nations, while inspir-
ing similar efforts in other African 
countries.

Sophomores:

617.253.0077  |  12-193  |  upop@mit.edu  |  sign up: upop.mit.edu/events 

Tuesday Sept 27 5:30 pm 4-270
Tuesday Sept 27  7:00 pm 4-270
Wednesday Sept 28 5:30 pm 4-370

Info Sessions 
(Free pizza!)

UPOP is the foundational year 
for the Gordon Engineering 
Leadership Program (GEL) for 
juniors & seniors

“”
UPOP is MIT’s Undergraduate Practice Opportunities Program, a 
unique full-year co-curricular program open to all Institute sophomores.

 Î Develop your leadership and business skills through workshops, professional 
networking, team-building exercises, and hands-on work experience (but don’t worry: 
we fit flexibly around your academic workload—and we always feed you!)

 Î Enjoy 1:1 and small-group coaching with world-class industry and alum 
mentors as well as 1:1 guidance from UPOP staff with our walk-in open-door policy

 Î Learn while you work in one of the fantastic companies or research labs 
worldwide that host UPOP interns. Industries include:

•  electronics  •  software  •  aerospace  •  energy  •  bioengineering  
•  finance  •  strategy consulting  •  life sciences  •  manufacturing

 Î Employers seek out UPOP sophomores! Come and learn how this credit-
bearing program can jump-start your career!

I think of UPOP as 
a career success 

accelerator.
John Chisholm  ’75 | MIT CDC 

UPOP is one of the most 
extraordinary programs 

MIT has to offer to its 
students, and plays a 
vital role in launching 

their professional careers. 
Experiences like UPOP set 

MIT students apart.
Saad Zaheer ’09 | Course 8

Jump-start your career!

 UPOP Info Session sign-ups!  
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OPINION POLICY
Editorials are the official opinion of The Tech. They are 

written by the Editorial Board, which consists of Chairman 
Joseph Maurer, Editor in Chief Ethan A. Solomon, Managing 
Editor Connor Kirschbaum, Executive Editor Aislyn Schalck, 
and Opinion Editors Nina Sinatra and Ryan Normandin.

Dissents are the signed opinions of editorial board 
members choosing to publish their disagreement with the 
editorial.

Letters to the editor, columns, and editorial cartoons are 
written by individuals and represent the opinion of the author, 
not necessarily that of the newspaper. Electronic submissions 
are encouraged and should be sent to letters@tech.mit.edu. 
Hard copy submissions should be addressed to The Tech, 
P.O. Box 397029, Cambridge, Mass. 02139-7029, or sent by 
interdepartmental mail to Room W20-483. All submissions 
are due by 4:30 p.m. two days before the date of publication.

Letters, columns, and cartoons must bear the authors’ 
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will not be accepted. The Tech reserves the right to edit or 

condense letters; shorter letters will be given higher priority. 
Once submitted, all letters become property of The Tech, and 
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be posted on The Tech’s Web site and/or printed or published 
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Guest columns are opinion articles submitted by members 
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press releases, requests for coverage, and information about 
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be found on the World Wide Web at http://tech.mit.edu.
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Corrections

By Keith Yost
Staff columnist 

In August, Elizabeth Warren, the pre-
sumptive Democratic candidate for the U.S. 
Senate seat currently held by Scott Brown, 
had this to say:

“You built a factory out there? Good for 
you. But I want to be clear: you moved your 
goods to market on the roads the rest of us 
paid for; you hired workers the rest of us paid 
to educate; you were safe in your factory be-
cause of police forces and fire forces that the 
rest of us paid for. You didn’t have to worry 
that marauding bands would come and seize 
everything at your factory, and hire someone 
to protect against this, because of the work 
the rest of us did. Now look, you built a fac-
tory and it turned into something terrific, or 
a great idea? God bless. Keep a big hunk of it. 
But part of the underlying social contract is 
you take a hunk of that and pay forward for 
the next kid who comes along.”

I can’t think of any Republicans who op-
pose police, roads, or the military, so War-
ren’s defense of limited government over no 
government strikes me as a bit superfluous. 
Her speech is standard fare for a political 
candidate: set up a straw man, and then tear 
into them. Under normal circumstances, 
Warren’s remarks would simply be ignored 
— there isn’t much to read into a politi-
cian speaking before a crowd of die-hard 
supporters. 

However, in the past few days, the Net-
roots left has leapt upon Warren’s words as 
a grandiloquent defense of progressive poli-
cies. So let’s take Warren at the face-value 
that her ideological compatriots feel she 
deserves.

Warren’s argument is a simple one, the 
sort you might hear in any introductory po-
litical theory class. And like most simple ar-
guments, it ignores important details. Few 
political theorists anywhere along the politi-
cal spectrum would deny the government’s 
role as a provider of public goods. The debate 
is not, as Warren claims, about whether the 
social contract should include things like 
roads, firefighters, or soldiers. The fight over 
our social contract is instead focused on 
three issues: a debate over what goods quali-
fy as public goods, a debate over how to best 
provide public goods, and finally whether 
the government should charge for its goods 
based on benefits received or ability to pay.

Take education, for example. It is not en-
tirely clear whether education qualifies as a 
public good. Factory owners, to use Warren’s 
example, actually do pay for the education of 
their workers — we call these arrangements 
“salaries.” To the extent that the benefits of 
education are captured in the wages offered 
to the educated, then education isn’t a public 
good, and the justification for education sub-
sidies is diminished.

But let’s say we’ve decided (as the expert 
consensus is) that education is at least a par-
tial public good. We still have the question of 
how to best provide it. Warren’s clan believes 
the best way to provide education is through 
direct public intervention: the government 
will run the schools and allocate resources 

and so on. But Republicans, having seen the 
high expense and low performance of this 
arrangement over the past 60 years, put for-
ward a different idea. Instead of direct pub-
lic control of the schools, why not subsidize 
education through school vouchers, and 
let the free market and self-interest work to 
create the most productive educational sys-
tem? Just because Republicans believe in 
market-oriented approaches to public goods 
problems doesn’t mean they are anarcho-
capitalists who dispute the idea of schools 
themselves.

But let’s say that we agree that education 
is a public good and that the most efficient 
way to provide it is for the government to run 
its own school system. How do we want to 
pay for this school system?

Warren seems to be arguing for what is 
commonly called a “benefits-received” prin-
ciple. The factory owners, having reaped the 
benefits of the schools, should be the ones to 
pay the lion’s share of the schools’ cost. But 
this is not a progressive position in the slight-
est — it’s Republicans, not Democrats, who 
argue for the benefits-received principle. 

Consider that one percent of this coun-
try pays nearly a quarter of its federal taxes 
(and more than a third of its income taxes). 
The most highly productive members of 
our society might avail themselves of more 
or less of the nation’s public goods than the 
average man, but we can rightly assume that 
they are not filling a quarter of our classroom 
seats, driving a quarter of the cars that travel 
on our roads, being protected by our military 
at a rate 25 times the normal, and we can be 
quite certain that they are not availing them-

selves of a quarter of our unemployment 
insurance, a quarter of our welfare systems. 
They receive much less and, if Warren’s argu-
ment for fairness were followed, their taxes 
should be lowered, not raised.

The policies that Warren supports are in 
no way related to the benefits-received so-
cial contract that Warren outlined. The “pro-
gressive” position is that the factory owner 
should pay more than his fellow man for no 
greater reason than the factory owner has a 
greater ability to pay.

At the heart of every modern argument 
about how the rich should pay more is a be-
lief that the government is a superior moral 
agent to the individual. An individual cannot 
be trusted to do the ethical thing and give his 
money to charity (if that is indeed the ethi-
cal thing to do), and instead, the government 
must force him to do so at the point of a gun.

Perhaps this is the correct view. Maybe 
when acting collectively human beings are 
more ethical creatures than they are when 
acting individually. It’s not a view that I hold 
(in my personal experience, the average man 
acts more ethically than the average govern-
ment), but it’s a view that I understand, and 
don’t think I have the empirical evidence to 
conclusively dispute it. However, if we are 
to make that conjecture, then we might as 
well follow it to its logical conclusions. Who 
is to say that individuals are capable of mak-
ing the right moral decisions when it comes 
to abortion? Or drugs? Or religious beliefs? 
Warren’s claim to sovereignty over the fac-
tory owner’s labor rests on the same philo-
sophical foundation as, say, Rick Santorum’s 
claim to sovereignty over the factory owner’s 
uterus. These are not progressive arguments; 
they are authoritarian ones, formulated in 
opposition to freedom, not in support of it.

There are very serious debates to be had 
between Republicans and Democrats on 
where, how, and with whose money our gov-
ernment should operate. But let us be clear: 
Warren, in her remarks, has completely ig-
nored that debate. What she has put forward 
is not the grand defense of progressive ideals, 
but instead a straw man argument whose rel-
evance is limited to either Somalia or the first 
few weeks of 17.01.

Elizabeth Warren misses the point
Argument in viral video ignores crucial details

Warren’s argument is a 
simple one, the sort you 
might hear in any intro 
political theory class. 
And like most simple 
arguments, it ignores 
important details.
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Green eggs and sam

Wandering the aisles
The perils of first-time grocery shopping

By Sam Trabucco

Living away from home for the first 
time presents new and surprising chal-
lenges. One of those challenges became 
obvious pretty quickly. I’m a freshman in 
Burton Conner, so I don’t have a dining 
plan. While I don’t need to worry about 
the exorbitant costs of dining hall meals, I 
am, for the first time, responsible for feed-
ing myself. Once dorms and frats stopped 
handing out free food, I had no other op-
tions — I needed to go grocery shopping.

Everyone remembers childhood trips 
to the grocery store — riding around in 
the cart, grabbing colorful packages off 

shelves, whining about how all the other 
kids could have whatever candy they want-
ed — every parent’s nightmare. 

But going there alone is a different 
sort of nightmare. When I stepped off the 
escalator in Shaw’s, the aisles and aisles 
and foods and drinks were both exciting 
and intimidating. My mom wasn’t there 
pushing me around the store — I could 
choose what to buy myself! But I also had 
to choose what to buy myself — and, as it 
turns out, I was hopeless at it.

The first thing that caught my eye was 
a display of Milano cookies — they were 
on sale! Assuming “2 for $5” to be some 
amazing discount, I put a package into 
my cart. Even though I was buying junk, at 
least I wasn’t spending too much money 
on it.

But the impulse buys didn’t stop there. 
In the next aisle, I saw my go-to thirst-
quencher from third grade: apple juice. I 
hadn’t bought apple juice in years, and this 
was a full gallon — I would have enough 
to last weeks! I decided that it was worth 
doubling the weight of my cart and picked 
up a bottle.

So, having covered “sugar,” I went over 
to the dairy section. “Milk is useful,” I 
thought. “I’ll buy half a gallon of milk.” Un-
aware that the expiration dates are listed 
right on the bottles, I picked one at ran-
dom — it had a little under a week left. As 
I proceeded down the aisle, a yogurt with 

fruit on the bottom caught my eye — I con-
sidered that ingenious, and I simply had to 
try it.

I then walked into a random aisle and 
saw shelves full of cereal. “Perfect! I’ve 
already got milk,” I thought. Fighting the 
urge to buy Froot Loops and Cap’n Crunch 
as I once would have, I instead picked up a 
box of not-so-flashy Honey Nut Cheerios.

I headed to the produce department 
next. Miraculously, my favorite fruit — 
grapes — was on sale for less than half its 
usual price! I put the biggest bag they had 
into my cart. I also grabbed the yellowest 
bananas they had (not knowing that the 
green ones are better, as they become ripe 
after you buy them) and left that section of 
the store. 

At this point my cart was getting full 
and heavy, so I started going to the reg-

isters. Halfway there, though, I looked 
into my cart and realized — there are no 
actual meals in here. I had managed to fill 
a cart with food such that the only meal 
was cereal and milk. With little space 
left, I picked up some pasta, sauce, and 
raw chicken — my mom uses that stuff to 
make dinner all the time! Content, I finally 
checked out.

After I got home and unloaded my gro-
ceries, I didn’t see a problem at first. But 
over the next few days, the food started 
going bad. The chicken was first — I didn’t 
realize that meat could rot after just a few 
days in the refrigerator. Another morning, 
the milk I poured in my cereal smelled a 
bit off. Finally, the bananas I’d bought in 
their prime had become totally brown and 
unappealing. I was left to live off pasta, 
cookies, grapes, and apple juice — a dream 
come true as a kid, but pretty unsatisfying 
as an adult.

After this calamitous first try, I learned 
several lessons that will help me shop 
more successfully in the future. First, that 
planning ahead is key — if I had thought 
about it before entering the store, I would 
have ended up with more meals and fewer 
snacks. Second, that shopping for one per-
son is very different from shopping for a 
family — my family at home would have 
finished that milk before it could go bad. 
And finally, most depressingly, that apple 
juice gets old after a while.

But going there alone 
is a different sort of 
nightmare. When 
I stepped off the 
escalator at Shaw’s, 
the aisles and aisles 
and foods and drinks 
were both exciting 
and intimidating.

I was left to live 
off pasta, cookies, 
grapes, and apple 
juice — a dream come 
true as a kid, but pretty 
unsatisfying as an 
adult.

Nerdy with a chance of random

Good intentions, bad advice
Watch out for these common platitudes

By Amanda Aparicio
Staff Columnist

As life progresses, those who claim to understand 
the world carelessly throw pieces of advice around. 
On the surface, these quips of knowledge seem to be 
legitimate. But after thinking about what is actually 
going on, the flaws become increasingly apparent. 
Don’t let the following pieces of advice ensnare you 
in their trap.

“Live life on the edge.” 
If I were given a dollar every time I saw some 

cheesy graphic with this saying plastered on it, I would 
have enough money to build a Larger Hadron Collid-
er. While the thought of living every day of life to its 
fullest sounds quite grand and glamorous, the actual 
implementation of such a motto would be disastrous 
in the long run. If every single day is a go, go, go type 
of day, not only will the more subtle niceties of life be 
completely blown over, but living in such a manner 
will put too much strain on the body. Mankind, while 
quite resilient, was not built to sustain high levels of 
stress for prolonged periods. That said, take a break, 
smell the roses. Don’t live life on the edge. Instead, 
live life how you want to live it. And, more important-
ly, be more sensible than the fourteen-year-old girl 
who boasts this advice on her MySpace icon. 

“If it’s meant to be, then it’ll happen.” 
I know that the universe favors entropy, but if the 

human populace were to limit what it could do based 
on the biases of the universe, then mankind would be 
nowhere near its current level of scientific advance-
ment. Not only would abiding by this lovely nugget 
of knowledge stunt growth, but it also doesn’t make 
much sense. Say, for example, that I am hungry. If 
I’m not meant to be hungry, then food will somehow 
make its way to my stomach. Unless the millions of 
neutrinos passing through my body nourish me, I 
don’t see how this could work. While this example 
seems rather silly or contrived, the same logic can be 

applied to anything that anyone wants in life. Want 
that UROP position? Well, if it’s meant to be, then it’ll 
happen. How about that summer internship? Yup, 
same thing. An A on the midterm? Just let the ether of 
knowledge flowing through the universe take care of 
that. Instead of quelling any thoughts of responsibil-
ity by hanging onto this piece of advice, just go for it. 
Keep trying different things, keep pushing on. If the 
effort seems to be more than the worth, then perhaps 
it is the goal that needs to be altered.

“Don’t be angry. Life is too short for 
that.”

I find this piece of seemingly insightful advice 
about the human condition to be ironic since it tends 
to make me mad. Don’t be angry? Don’t be sad? 
Don’t be anything other than a plastic Barbie Doll 
with a perpetual smile painted on the face? Yes, life 
is short, but how does anyone know what it means 
to be happy if there is nothing else but happiness? If 
the only emotion that mankind were capable of ex-
periencing were happiness, then the whole concept 
of being anything other than happy would not even 
exist. As a result, this construct of only being cheer-
ful would effectively destroy emotions — in essence, 
people would no longer feel anything. I am unsure 
of the rest of the populace, but as for myself, I would 
much rather experience all aspects of human feelings 
— such a range of emotions makes those happy mo-
ments that much sweeter. So feel sad when the occa-
sion arises. Be angry when life is infuriating. Experi-
ence life as it’s meant to be — a colored spectrum of 
human emotions.

While these common recommendations of how 
to lead one’s life give a great first impression, the true 
meaning behind the words actually, and quite frankly, 
stinks. In order to avoid being suckered by the pleas-
ant sounding pieces of advice, question what is being 
said and don’t take any sayings at face value. If not, 
then you might end up like Facebook, changing the 
layout for no apparent reason because the alterations 
sounded like a good idea. Please, just don’t. 

Events � Sept. 27 – Oct. 4 
Tuesday
(3:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m.) How to Find a UROP — 2-132

(4:00 p.m. – 5:00 p.m.) Writing Compelling Cover Letters — 
2-105

(7:00 p.m. – 9:00 p.m.) MIT Generator - Sustainability in Action 
— R&D Commons (Stata Center, 4th floor)

Wednesday
(2:00 p.m. – 3:00 p.m.) Creating an Effective CV for the Academ-

ic Job Search — 3-442

(6:00 p.m. – 7:00 p.m.) An Evening with Bill Bonvillian, MIT 
Washington DC Office Director — NW86 (Sidney-Pacific 
Graduate Residence)

Thursday
(4:00 p.m. – 5:00 p.m.) Into the Sky with Diamonds: book discus-

sion with author Ronald P. Grelsamer — E14-109

Friday
(5:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m.) Preview Opening: 2011 Great Glass 

Pumpkin Patch — Kresge Oval

(7:00 p.m. – 10:00 p.m.) LSC shows Bridesmaids — 26-100

Saturday
(10:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.) Great Glass Pumpkin Patch — Kresge 

Oval

(1:00 p.m. – 3:00 p.m.) 2011 Ig Informal Lectures by the Ig Nobel 
Prize Winners — 26-100

Sunday
(2:30 p.m. – 5:00 p.m.) Fall Ballroom Dance Classes by MIT Ball-

room Dance Club — La Sala

Monday 
(11:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.) State of the Institute Forum — Kresge 

Auditorium

Send your campus events to  
events@tech.mit.edu.

Have humorous commentary about a campus topic?
send 500 words and a pic to cl@tech.mit.edu.
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Chandrakasan’s interest in circuits was 
sparked in his college years. When Chan-
drakasan was a senior at Berkeley, he began 
working with Professor Robert Brodersen, 
who became his thesis advisor.

Brodersen had an idea for a device: a 
multimedia pad that people could carry 
around and use to access text, graphics, vid-
eo, and audio. This was almost two decades 
before the release of the iPad, and much 
of the technology required to make such a 
device didn’t exist, so Brodersen and his re-
search team had to come up with much of it 
themselves.

The project would later be known as the 
“InfoPad,” and would grow to incorporate 
over 50 students, faculty, and employees 
from several departments and companies 
before coming to an end in the mid-’90s.

Brodersen’s device was designed to con-
nect to a network and exploit its compu-
tational resources. But certain processes 
would still have to be computed locally on 
the device, requiring chips that were pow-
erful enough to perform them but efficient 
enough to not drain the battery. There was 
only one problem: these chips didn’t exist. 
For the InfoPad to work, someone would 
have to invent them. This was the task Pro-
fessor Brodersen gave to then-grad students 
Chandrakasan and Samuel Cheng over the 
summer of ’91.

Chandrakasan and Cheng spent that 
summer trying to find a solution. In the end, 
they found one: parallelism — run computa-
tions on two processors at the same time to 
conserve energy. When the team tested their 
designs and they worked, Chandrakasan 
knew it was something huge. He co-wrote 
“Low-Power CMOS Digital Design,” submit-

ting it to the IEEE’s Journal of Solid-State 
Circuits. The paper became the second-most 
cited paper in the journal’s history.

After getting his PhD in 1994, Chan-
drakasan left Berkeley to join MIT as a profes-
sor. He became the director of MIT’s Micro-
systems Technology Labs in 2006, and in July 
he replaced Chancellor Eric Grimson PhD 
’80 as head of MIT’s Department of Electrical 
Engineering and Computer Science.

In charge
Heading an academic department is no 

small task, let alone heading MIT’s largest. 
“The thing about being a department head is 
that you have to touch pretty much every as-
pect of the department,” said Chandrakasan.

That means overseeing undergraduate 

education, graduate education, and differ-
ent subgroups and tasks; getting to know and 
supporting faculty; preparing cases for facul-
ty promotions; and interfacing with research 
labs, just to list a few.

And on top of that, Chandrakasan still 
heads his research group, Terminal 2020, 
which is trying to answer the question, 
“What is the iPad of the future?” Plus, Chan-
drakasan continues to be an advisor for 
undergraduates.

“Any hobbies?” I asked him. 
“MIT,” he responded jokingly.
As the new EECS head, Chandrakasan 

wants to get one point across: he really wants 
to connect with students. “Any time a stu-
dent wants to meet with me, I’m completely 
open,” he said. 

“We want to have students — undergrads 
and grads — really work with us, provide sug-
gestions, be able to walk into the department 
head’s office or go to the gym and suggest 
ideas. I would be very excited about students 

engaging in the implementation of new 
initiatives.”

The professor even goes as far as meeting 
students during his morning workouts at the 
Z Center around 7:45. “Actually, sometimes 
I invite some of my grad students. … We’ve 
had meetings to discuss research ideas, so 
if students want to find me there, that’d be a 
great way.”

Chandrakasan also accepts friend re-
quests on Facebook — just as long as they’re 
from people at MIT. “There was a recent 
press article, and then a whole bunch of ran-
dom people added me and I didn’t accept,” 
he recalled. “But if any of our students want 
to friend me, I’d be happy to accept.”

There is definitely more to Chan-
drakasan’s life than MIT. Chandrakasan has 
three children — two girls, five and eight 
years old, and a son who is in high school. 
Outside of MIT, Chandrakasan does every-
thing from taking them to Red Sox games to 
watching Khan Academy videos with them.

“When I’m not here [at MIT], I like to 
spend time with my family,” he said. “I just 
like to hang out with them.”

What’s the newly-minted department 
head’s best advice for current students? 
“Really be passionate about something, try 
to take lots of classes, and try to use every 
opportunity you can at MIT. There are so 
many different things that you can do, but 
try to pick the ones that you get most excited 
by and follow through. And have an open 
mind in terms of what kind of careers you 
could have.”

Chandrakasan takes Course 6 reins
Department head is busy, but still has time for students, faculty

Nicholas Chornay—The Tech

Chandrakasan began his term as the department head of EECS on July 1. Along with continuing his research and being an under-
graduate advisor, he is now also overseeing undergraduate and graduate education, supporting faculty, and working on the strategic 
plan for the EECS department.

Photo courtesy of anantha chandrakasan

The InfoPad was an idea conceptual-
ized in the early 90s. Chandrakasan and 
another graduate student worked on the 
technology needed for the InfoPad to per-
form certain processes without draining 
too much battery. They found their solu-
tion in parallelism, and as a result, wrote 
a paper that has been the second-most 
cited paper in IEEE’s Journal of Solid State 
Circuits.

LaVerde’s price index

Introducing the LPI
By David M. Templeton

senior editor

Think the price changed on one of 
your favorite items at LaVerde’s? Think 
the price changed on several items? 
Wondering how the prices at LaVerde’s 
are changing over time and if these price 
changes are fair?

The Tech is compiling a metric we call 
the LaVerde’s Price Index (LPI). We add 
together the prices of 23 specific, diverse 

products that we feel are typical purchas-
es for members of the MIT community, 
and we plot how that total price changes 
monthly. Each month, we will also com-
pare the LPI to the Consumer Price Index 
(Northeast urban area) as a measure of 
fairness.

The CPI has been scaled so that the 
starting point in July is the same as the 
cumulative price of the 23 select items 
from LaVerde’s. The CPI for September 
has not been released yet.

90

95

100

93.9

94.7 94.7

93.9
94.2

LaVerde's Price Index

Consumer Price Index

SeptemberAugustJuly

LaVerde’s Price Index vs. Consumer Price Index

Chandrakasan, from Page 1

‘We want to have students — undergrads and 
grads — really work with us, provide suggestions, 
be able to walk into the department head’s office 
or go to the gym and suggest ideas. I would be 
very excited about students engaging in the 
implementation of new initiatives.’

 

Sept. 24 – Oct. 1

Alexie, Sherman. 
The Absolutely True Diary of a Part Time Indian

Anderson, Laurie Halse. Speak
Baker, Larry. The Flamingo Rising
Baskin, Julia; Lindsey Newman, Sophie Pollitt-Cohen, 
and Courtney Toombs.

The Notebook Girls: Four Friends, One Diary, Real Life
Brashares, Ann. 

Forever in Blue, the Fourth Summer of the Sisterhood 
Burroughs, Augusten. Running with Scissors
Butler, Dori Hillestad. My Mom’s Having a Baby
Cast, P. C., and Kristin Cast. Betrayed

Chbosky, Stephen. The Perks of Being a Wallflower
Chopin, Kate. The Awakening    
Collins, Suzanne. The Hunger Games.
Crutcher, Chris. Staying Fat for Sarah Byrnes
Ehrenreich, Barbara. 

Nickel and Dimed: On (Not) Getting by in America
Foer, Jonathan Safran. 

Extremely Loud and Incredibly Close.
Frank, Anne. Anne Frank: The Diary of a Young Girl.
Gruen, Sara. Water for Elephants.
Guterson, David. Snow Falling on Cedars.
Haddon, Mark. The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-time

Hahn, Mary Downing. 
The Dead Man in Indian Creek

Halpern, Julie. Get Well Soon
Horowitz, Anthony. Snakehead
Huxley, Aldous. Brave New World
Kehret, Peg. Stolen Children
Lelveld, Joseph. Great Soul: 

Mahatma Gandhi and His Struggle With India Knopf
Mackler, Carolyn. Vegan Virgin Valentine
Madaras, Lynda, and Dane Saavedra. 

What’s Happening to My Body? Book for Boys: A 
Growing-up Guide for Parents & Sons

Mathabane, Mark. Kaffir Boy: The True Story of a Black 
Youth’s Coming of Age in Apartheid South Africa

McKissack, Fredrick, Jr. Shooting Star.
Monette, Paul. Writers’ Voice: Selected from Borrowed Time: 

An AIDS Memoir.
Moore, Patrick. Tweaked: A Crystal Meth Memoir
Morrison, Toni. Song of Solomon
Myracle, Lauren. ttyl
Ockler, Sarah. Twenty Boy Summer
Plum-Ucci, Carol. The Body of Christopher Creed
Salinger, J. D.. The Catcher in the Rye
Sapphire (Ramona Lofton). Push

Semencic, Carl. Pit Bulls and Tenacious Guard Dogs
Thomasson Grant & Howell Shaffer, Paul. 

We’ll Be Here for the Rest of Our Lives
Sixx, Nikki.The Heroin Diaries: 

A Year in the Life of a Shattered Rock Star
Smith, Jeff. Bone
Sones, Sonya. 

One of Those Hideous Books Where the Mother Dies
Sonnie, Amy, ed. Revolutionary Voices: 

A Multicultural Queer Youth Anthology 
Walker, Margaret. Jubilee
Writers Corps. Paint Me Like I Am: Teen Poems

This bibliography represents books challenged, restricted, removed, or banned in 2010 and 
2011 as reported in the Newsletter on Intellectual Freedom from May 2010−May 2011.
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Crossword Puzzle
Solution, page 11v

Across
1 Attacks
6 Mandolin ridge
10 Resign
14 BP merger partner
15 Not often seen, to Caesar
16 Spreadsheet reversal 

command
17 Defeats soundly
18 Like many Keats poems
19 Chilled, as coffee
20 Dickens hero with “papers,” 

as he is formally known
22 Clothed
23 The “A” in A.D.
24 More certain than not
26 Chewing gum substances
30 Office furnishing
31 Nut in a mixed nuts can
32 Airport building
36 Indian spiced tea
37 Manet’s “The Luncheon on 

the Grass,” e.g.
38 “Elder” or “Younger” 

Roman statesman
39 Mind readers
42 More sluggish

44 County on the Strait of 
Dover

45 Mussed up, as hair
46 Dover landmarks
49 Pretzel topping
50 Megastar
51 Unflattering Nixon sobriquet
57 Singer Tennille
58 Prefix with -drome
59 Spine-chilling
60 Milton’s “Paradise Lost,” 

for one
61 Overflow (with)
62 Hitting serves past
63 Potato holder
64 Old Norse poetic work
65 Pinkish wines

Down
1 Hurt
2 Latin love
3 Chowder or bisque
4 In “Macbeth,” it opens with 

thunder and lightning
5 How many models are built
6 Displeased looks
7 Paul Harvey’s medium

8 Guitarist Clapton
9 One bringing down the ball 

carrier
10 Surprise football plays
11 Title for Remus
12 Epitome
13 Hot alcoholic drink
21 Had the answer
25 Belief suffix
26 Initials on an old ruble
27 Derisive laughs
28 “My word”
29 Girls-night-out film
30 Tierra __ Fuego
32 “__ the season ...”
33 Carpentry fastener
34 Suit to __
35 Lady’s man
37 Columbus Day mo.
40 Playboy Mansion resident, 

familiarly
41 Like colleges with 

the lowest tuition, for 
residents

42 1840s president
43 Annual period beyond the 

current fiscal one

45 Washington city
46 Credits as a reference
47 Parkinsonism treatment
48 Greek architectural style
49 Fathered

52 Clarinetist’s need
53 1920s-’40s art style
54 Spring bloomer
55 French film
56 Frat party containers

A WEBCOMIC OF ROMANCE,
SARCASM, MATH, AND LANGUAGE

by Randall Munroe

[955] Neutrinos

I can’t speak to the paper’s scientific merits, but it’s really cool how on page 10 you can see that their reference GPS beacon is 
sensitive enough to pick up continential drift under the detector (interrupted halfway through by an earthquake)

by Jerry Holkins 
and Mike Krahulik

You Got Your Bas In My Relief
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Instructions: Fill in the grid so that each column, row, and 3 by 3 grid contains 
exactly one of each of the digits 1 through 9.

Instructions: Fill in the grid so that each column and row contains exactly one of 
each of the numbers 1–8. Follow the mathematical operations for each box.

Sudoku
Solution, page 11

Techdoku
Solution, page 11

Dilbert� by Scott Adams

by Jorge Cham
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ROW FOR MIT! 
 

 
 

MEN AND WOMEN 

NO EXPERIENCE NECESSARY 

 

Become a DI varsity athlete in the ultimate team sport! 

 

ROSTER SPOTS STILL AVAILABLE 

 

For more information contact the novice coaches: 

novicecrew@mit.edu 

Get your 
free flu shot... 
before the flu gets you!

 

Friday, Sept. 30, 2011
Monday, Oct. 24, 2011

For MIT Medical patients, all MIT employees, MIT students, retirees

No appointment necessary.  Bring your MIT ID card or insurance card.

Thursday, Oct. 20, 2011
oon – 4 p.m.

Adults & MIT Students
Walk-in clinics:

MIT Students Only

  

The Council for the Arts at MIT Grants Program

call for applications!

Deadline: Friday, September 30, 2011

All types of arts projects are supported
All current MIT students, faculty and staff 

are eligible to apply

Information, guidelines, and application form: 
http://arts.mit.edu/about/council/camit-grants/

We strongly suggest that applicants meet with 
Council staff before submitting a proposal

Please contact Susan Cohen at
cohen@media.mit.edu 

to make an appointment

Sponsored by:  
American Booksellers Association
American Booksellers Foundation for Free Expression
American Library Association
Association of American Publishers
Center for the Book in the Library of Congress
Comic Book Legal Defense Fund
National Association of College Stores
National Coalition Against Censorship
National Council of Teachers of English
PEN American Center

 Sept. 24 – Oct. 1

ful, and that’s a huge impact, from 
just one summer of organizing.”

Show up and say yes
The speakers shared their per-

sonal experiences in the startup 
industry, offering their takes on 
the issues faced by most high-tech 
startups. Topics discussed ranged 
from advice on how to pick the right 
team of co-founders, to raising ven-
ture capital, to negotiating during 
acquisitions, as well as general ad-
vice on how to achieve success. 

Leah Culver, founder of Con-
vore, a group based online chat 
company, described how she be-
came involved in her first startup 
Pownce by simply saying “yes” to 
opportunities that came her way.  

“I remember going to lunch 
with Kevin Rose [co-founder of 
Pownce and Digg] and he needed 
someone to build a site, and he 
said, ‘Leah, can you build a site?’ 
And I said, yes, yes, of course. I’d 
been programming for four years 
and had never built my own web-
site before, but the great thing was, 
I didn’t have ten years of experi-
ence, but I knew I could do it with 
a lot of hard work.”

Her take-away? “Show up and 
say yes.” 

MIT students who attended 
the event found the speakers to be 
inspiring.

Zier Liu ’13 said, “It was really 
inspiring to see that all the found-
ers were so young and driven, and 
that they didn’t give up.” Liu, who 
is back at MIT after taking a year off 
to start her own US-China student 
exchange company, said she also 
enjoyed meeting the people around 

her who were doing similar work in 
the education field. 

Sarah R. Edris ’14 also enjoyed 
the presentations. “I really admired 
the independence of a lot of the 
speakers. I’m definitely more in-
terested in startups after this event, 
and creating one doesn’t seem so 
far-fetched anymore.”

Other speakers highlighted the 
importance of creating companies 
centered around products that peo-
ple want.

Co-founder of Dropbox Andrew 
W. Houston ’05 said that the Inter-
net makes it much easier to scale a 
product, and that once you’re work-
ing on an important problem, “A lot 
of other things become easier, like 
attracting good people and good 
investors.”

“If there’s one thing you should 
do, it’s to make things that people 
want. And not just that, but make 
things that lots of people want,” he 
added.

Alex Polvi, founder of Cloudkick, 
a cloud server management service, 
also emphasized the importance of 
focusing on products that people 
want. 

“The best negotiation position is 
one of truth. Build something of val-

ue that people want, and your posi-
tion is irrefutable,” he said, based 
on his experience negotiating the 
acquisition of his own startup. 

Find your own path
Anthony Volodkin, founder of 

Hype Machine, an MP3 blog aggre-
gator, offered advice on the impor-
tance of finding one’s own path. He 
shared a story about his experienc-
es negotiating a deal with venture 
capitalists who were nervous about 
copyright infringement on the mu-
sic posted on the blogs aggregated 
by his company’s service.

“We came up with an alternate 
product to address their concerns, 
and we realized, it’s not what we 
wanted to build. It was kind of bor-
ing, and we really didn’t like it. And 
then, we asked, ‘Why don’t we just 
build what we actually wanted to 
build? And if it doesn’t work, we 
have no one else to blame,’” Volod-
kin said.

“Some people tell me that with 
things like Y Combinator, when you 
apply and they don’t accept you, 
the people never try to build the 
thing they applied with. And this 
is terrifying because I bet there are 
some really interesting ideas people 
submit that don’t fit the Y Combi-
nator or Tech Stars way, or the VC 
way, and people just don’t work on 
them,” 

“You don’t need anyone’s per-
mission,” he added. “You can go 
and start something, start learning 
— you can just do it. There’s really 
nothing stopping you.” 

His message resonated well with 
attendees. Volodkin ended his pre-
sentation with a well-received slide, 
“Y Combinator? TechStars? Just 
fucking make something.”

Students inspired by talks
Bootcamp promotes independence and creativity
Startup Bootcamp, from Page 1

‘You don’t need 
anyone’s permission. 
You can go and start 
something, start 
learning — you can 
just do it. There’s 
really nothing 
stopping you.’

Do you like doodling during class? 
Are your psets covered with drawings? 
If so, become a Tech Illustrator!

E-mail join@tech.mit.edu
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www.hiddenbattles.com

Mon, Oct 3, 2011
4:30 PM - 6:00 PM  |  MIT Bldg 6-120  

182 Memorial Drive, Cambridge

Film Screening and Q&A with Director

web.mit.edu/cis  |  starrforum@mit.edu

Free and open to the public

MIT—CHINA INFORMATION SESSION
Thursday, September 29, 5-7pm
1 Amherst Street, E40-4th floor

Discover opportunities for internships and CETI 
teaching in China, Hong Kong, and Taiwan — ALL 
EXPENSES PAID! Learn about the application  
process and speak with returning interns. 

Food will be served.

mit.edu/misti/mit-china

a petition to increase building height 
in sections further away from Mass. 
Ave., said Jeffrey Lockwood, global 
head of communications at Novartis. 

There are no definite schedules 
or final designs, but Novartis expects 
to be finalizing plans with the Cam-
bridge Planning Board by November 
or December. Earlier this year, the 
company announced it had hired 
Vietnam War Memorial architect 
Maya Lin to design part of the new 
complex.

According to Lockwood, Novartis 
hopes to be an important contribu-
tor to the Boston research commu-
nity. “[Novartis] will be a real life sci-
ences campus,” Lockwood said.

Lockwood hopes to maintain 
the feel of an open campus, like the 
MIT campus. According to Lock-
wood, there will be pedestrian access 
through the Novartis campus during 
working hours.

Lockwood also emphasized the 
positive impact the project could 
have on the surrounding area, which 
houses many retailers. Novartis is 
planning for 8,000 square feet of re-
tail property along Massachusetts 
Avenue. “We can really transform 

this end of Massachusetts Avenue 
into a vibrant area‚ and be a connec-
tion between Kendall and Central 
Square,” Lockwood said. 

Pfizer is beginning construc-
tion on their laboratory just north 
of MIT’s main campus. “We’re pro-
ceeding quickly, and are exactly 
where we need to be,” said Steven 
C. Marsh, managing director of real 
estate at MITIMCo. Marsh estimates 
the building to be completed in two 
years.

The project has not seen any de-
lays or impediments from the city 
of Cambridge. The site was fully 
planned and permitted in 2009 un-
der the city’s Article 19 planning 
regulations.

Marsh is excited about the impli-
cations of research expansion in the 
area. “There isn’t much economic 
development activity happening 
around the globe, so I’m glad some 
of it is landing here in Cambridge,” 
he said. 

The companies will be joining a 
host of other pharmaceutical groups 
in the growing research commu-
nity around the Kendall and Central 
Square areas, including Biogen Idec, 
Millennium Takeda Oncology Co., 
and Infinity pharmaceuticals. 

Make sure to explore the arts with your 
MIT student ID this year!

Free admission to:
•Museum of Fine Arts
•Institute of Contemporary Art
•Isabella Stewart Gardner Museum
•Harvard Art Museum  

Free or discounted tickets to:
•Boston Symphony Orchestra
•Boston Modern Orchestra Project
•Radius Ensemble
•Boston Chamber Music Society
•Central Square Theater

And numerous $5 ticket deals on performing 
arts events throughout the year!

http://arts.mit.edu/visit/tickets/

Welcome (back) 
to MIT!

New Novartis lab 
still in planning
Property to include Mass. Ave. retail space 

Only over-the-counter inhaler off shelves in 2011 
Primatene Mist inhaler to be phased out by December 31 due to ozone-destroying CFCs

By Letitia Stein
St. Petersburg Times

If you are among the 2 million 
Americans depending on a drugstore 
inhaler to deal with asthma, it may be 
time to schedule a doctor’s appoint-
ment. At the end of the year, your only 
non-prescription treatment option is 
coming off the shelves.

The issue isn’t the medication, 
sold as Primatene Mist. For years, it 
has offered safe treatment for mild 

asthma symptoms such as wheez-
ing and shortness of breath. But the 
inhaler contains ozone-destroying 
chlorofluorocarbons, or CFCs, which 
long have been scheduled for phas-
ing out.

After Dec. 31, you won’t be able 
to buy Primatene Mist, the only over-
the-counter inhaler approved by the 
U.S. Food and Drug Administration 
to treat asthma. Your alternatives are 
prescription drugs that are more ex-
pensive and require the time and cost 

of a doctor’s visit.
Primatene’s manufacturer says it’s 

working on a CFC-free substitute, but 
no one expects it to reach the market 
before the end-of-year deadline.

“Is this going to affect certain pa-
tients? Absolutely,” said Dr. Richard 
Lockey, director of the division of al-
lergy and immunology at the Univer-
sity of South Florida College of Medi-
cine. “When you take [Primatene 
Mist] off the market and there’s noth-
ing to replace it you have an added 

cost for patients.’’
Already, the FDA is warning 

that store supplies may run low be-
fore December. (If you choose to 
stock up, pay attention to expiration 
dates.)

Now this health issue has taken 
a political turn. After health officials 
urged consumers last week to talk 
to their doctors about a prescription 
for another medication, conservative 
bloggers started weighing in.

“It seems that the Obama admin-

istration would rather make people 
with asthma cough up money than 
let them make a surely inconsequen-
tial contribution to depleting the 
ozone layer,” the Weekly Standard 
wrote.

In reality, the phaseout just hap-
pens to fall on President Barack 
Obama’s watch. The FDA finalized 
the deadline in 2008, when Republi-
can George W. Bush was president. 
The international treaty sealing the 
fate of CFCs dates back to 1987.

Can you beat this drawing?
Join Illustrators at The Tech!

E-mail join@tech.mit.edu

Pharma, from Page 1
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Saturday, Oct. 1st 
1:00 pm, 26-100

The 2011 
Ig Nobel
Informal 
Lectures

All Ig Nobel Prize activities 
are organized by the Annals

of Improbable Research.
This free event is organized 

in cooperation with 
the MIT Press Bookstore.

A half-afternoon of 
informative, high-spirited, 
and inevitably humorous 

public lectures, in which the 
2011 Ig Nobel Prize winners 
will attempt to explain what 
they did, and why they did 
it. Special appearances by 

previous winners too! 
Please join us.

For more information on the 
2011 Ig Nobel Prize Ceremony, 

visit: www.improbable.com

and for the Ig Informal Lectures: 
web.mit.edu/bookstore/www

®

Expected Expenses Fall 2011 Spring 2011 Fall 2010 Spring 2010 Fall 2009 Spring 2009 Fall 2008 Spring 2008

Operating $1,900.00 $2,200.00 $2,200.00 $2,200.00 $2,200.00 $2,130.00 $15,000.00 $4,130.00

Exec $10,520.00 $10,800.00 $11,040.00 $7,140.00 $6,775.00 $1,900.00 $2,400.00 $2,500.00

Chief of Staff $2,786.00 $650.00 $2,480.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00

VP for Resource 
Development

$1,813.00 $1,500.00 $1,500.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00

Senate $4,960.00 $2,840.00 $8,710.00 $2,910.00 $6,622.19 $2,550.00 $2,550.00 $1,900.00

Senate Constituency 
Fund

$1,500.00 $2,250.00 $4,500.00 $750.00 $750.00 $750.00 $750.00 $750.00

ASA $4,585.00 $4,600.00 $4,600.00 $4,600.00 $4,600.00 $3,800.00 $3,800.00 $4,250.00

Committee on 
Athletics

$4,745.00 $50.00 $100.00 $2,250.00 $3,518.20 $4,200.00 $3,941.00 $950.00

Committee on 
Communications

$6,150.00 $6,050.00 $5,150.00 $1,710.00 $3,550.00 $3,500.00 $2,475.00 $3,300.00

Committee on 
Dining 

$350.00 $0.00 $250.00 $700.00 $650.00 $0.00 $300.00 $0.00

Committee on 
History

$0.00 $50.00 $600.00 $250.00 $650.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00

Committee on 
Housing 

$0.00 $250.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $100.00 $100.00 $0.00

Committee on 
Nominations

$90.00 $180.00 $70.00 $720.00 $0.00 $2,000.00 $0.00 $3,008.00

Committee on Space 
Planning

$100.00 $140.00 $625.00 $0.00 $545.00 $0.00 $100.00 $0.00

Committee on 
Student Life

$1,300.00 $9,548.00 $100.00 $2,555.00 $3,050.00 $8,590.00 $9,032.22 $2,250.00

Committee on 
Sustainability

$800.00 $150.00 $800.00 $750.00 $950.00 $3,800.00 $1,200.00 $0.00

Election 
Commission

$937.50 $787.50 $937.50 $625.00 $600.00 $460.00 $275.00 $450.00

Events Committee $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00

Finance Board $120.00 $350.00 $160.00 $160.00 $0.00 $450.00 $340.00 $2,080.00

SCEP $1,200.00 $480.00 $500.00 $1,160.00 $965.00 $1,050.00 $1,050.00 $900.00

IT (CIT) $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $1,137.50 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00

Judicial Board $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00

Alumni Relations $1,000.00 $5,150.00 $1,000.00 $1,722.00 $1,000.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00

Committee on 
Technology 

(prevously Printing) 

$210.00 $50.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00

Special Projects - no 
longer exists

$0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $2,400.00 $2,900.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00

Deprecated 
Committees

$0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $200.00 $0.00

UA Core $23,479.00 $20,240.00 $30,430.00 $13,000.00 $16,347.19 $7,330.00 $20,700.00 $9,280.00

Committees & 
Auxiliaries

$21,587.50 $27,835.50 $14,892.50 $19,602.00 $24,115.70 $27,950.00 $22,813.22 $17,188.00

Budgeted Expenses $45,066.50 $48,075.50 $45,322.50 $32,602.00 $40,462.89 $35,280.00 $43,513.22 $26,468.00

Solution to Sudoku
from page 8

Solution to Techdoku
from page 8

2 6 7 1 8 5 4 3
1 5 6 8 7 4 3 2
4 8 1 3 2 7 6 5
8 4 5 7 6 3 2 1
7 3 4 6 5 2 1 8
6 2 3 5 4 1 8 7
5 1 2 4 3 8 7 6
3 7 8 2 1 6 5 4

8 7 5 9 3 4 1 2 6
9 1 3 2 7 6 8 4 5
2 4 6 1 5 8 7 9 3
1 9 2 6 4 7 3 5 8
5 3 7 8 9 1 4 6 2
4 6 8 3 2 5 9 1 7
6 2 9 4 8 3 5 7 1
7 8 4 5 1 2 6 3 9
3 5 1 7 6 9 2 8 4

Solution to Crossword
from page 7

UA budget summary, Spring 2008–Fall 2011

Expected Income Fall 2011 Spring 2011 Fall 2010 Spring 2010 Fall 2009 Spring 2009 Fall 2008 Spring 2008

Semesterly 
Allowance

$143,230.00 $143,230.00 $143,230.00 $143,230.00 $143,230.00 $133,230.00 $133,230.00 $133,230.00

Kaplan $4,000.00 $0.00 $4,000.00 $0.00 $4,000.00 $0.00 $4,000.00 $0.00

Princeton Review $4,150.00 $0.00 $5,000.00 $1,000.00 $7,400.00 $0.00 $6,000.00 $0.00

Withdrawal from 
Reserve

$30,000.00 $40,000.00 $30,000.00 $0.00 $0.00 $10,000.00 $10,000.00 $0.00

Total $181,380.00 $183,230.00 $182,230.00 $144,230.00 $154,630.00 $143,230.00 $153,230.00 $133,230.00

Summary of 
Income and 

Expenses Fall 2011 Spring 2011 Fall 2010 Spring 2010 Fall 2009 Spring 2009 Fall 2008 Spring 2008

Total Income $181,380.00 $183,230.00 $182,230.00 $144,230.00 $154,630.00 $143,230.00 $153,230.00 $133,230.00

Budgeted Expenses $45,066.50 $48,075.50 $45,322.50 $32,602.00 $40,462.89 $35,280.00 $43,513.22 $26,468.00

Net of Income $136,313.50 $135,154.50 $136,907.50 $111,628.00 $114,167.11 $107,950.00 $109,716.78 $106,762.00

Fresh Fund $3,000.00 $1,500.00 $3,000.00 $3,000.00 $3,000.00 $3,000.00 $3,000.00 $10,000.00

Senate Discretionary $5,000.00 $7,500.00 $10,000.00 $8,000.00 $8,000.00 $10,000.00 $10,000.00 $3,000.00

UA Contribution 
to Student-Faculty 

Dinners

$2,500.00 $2,500.00 $2,500.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00

Remainder for 
Groups

$125,813.50 $123,654.50 $121,407.50 $100,628.00 $103,167.11 $94,950.00 $96,716.78 $93,762.00

Overallocation 40% 40% 30% 10% 10% 15% 15% 15%

Semesterly 
Allocation to Groups

$176,138.90 $173,116.30 $157,829.75 $115,090.80 $113,483.82 $109,192.50 $111,224.30 $107,826.30

$61,582.30

Additional Funding 
Elsewhere in Budget

Fall 2011 Spring 2011 Fall 2010 Spring 2010 Fall 2009 Spring 2009 Fall 2008 Spring 2008

MTVU - Wellness 
Week

$1,000.00 $1,000.00 $1,000.00 $2,000.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $2,000.00

Deans/SLF - Student 
Faculty Dinners

$7,500.00 $7,500.00 $7,500.00 $7,500.00 $7,500.00 $8,000.00 $0.00 $10,000.00
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By Nicholas Myers

MIT played its first home game 
of the season on Saturday against 
Curry College. MIT came into this 

week hoping to dou-
ble the number of 
wins from the 2010 
season (1-8) fol-
lowing a 51-13 loss 
to Massachusetts 
Maritime Academy 

and a 35-13 win at Becker Col-
lege. Instead, MIT started with 
the same 1-2 three-game record 
as last year. Curry College won us-
ing a balanced attack of rushing 
and passing and overcoming early 
turnovers with a strong defensive 
performance.

The Engineers started the 
game off strong, holding the Colo-
nels first two drives and taking 
over on their own 37-yard line. Af-
ter a 63-yard drive, the Engineers 
scored with 4:32 left in the first 
quarter on a 1-yard run by Justin 
R. Wallace ’15. The ensuing extra-
point kick went far left, showing 
early signs of special team woes. 
The point after was missed due to 
a poor snap — a recurring theme 
that day for the Engineers. MIT 
almost had major turnovers on 
three punts due to high snaps that 
soared over punter John C. Wen-
zel ’14’s head.

Curry College did a good 
job passing for short yardage by 
quickly sending the ball to the 
outside, taking advantage of MIT’s 
issues with keeping close man 
coverage. Whenever the Colonels 
tried to pass over the middle, the 
Engineers’ linebackers were able 
to intercept the ball. 

The Engineers were unable to 
capitalize on any of the four Curry 
turnovers, having to punt after ev-

ery interception. However, Curry 
had no problem capitalizing on 
MIT’s mistakes, even putting to-
gether a 47-yard touchdown drive 
after an MIT interception with 
12:19 left in the second quarter.

MIT drove on its next posses-
sion and was stalled on the 9-yard 
line. They were forced to settle for 
a 27-yard field goal. Curry again 
threw an interception when An-
thony Carnevale made an over-
thrown pass over the middle. MIT, 
unable to put together a scoring 
drive, was forced to punt again.

Curry made another scoring 
drive right before halftime with 
Carnevale finally able to put to-
gether a strong passing game, 
completing four passes for 38 
yards. The secondary fell back 
into protection, preventing blitzes 
and clogging the defensive line. 
This allowed for two large rush-
ing gains on 3rd and 10, and with 
nine seconds left in the half Car-
nevale found Robert Bambini for 
a 14-yard touchdown pass. The 
Engineers were able to go into 
halftime on a positive note after 
they blocked the extra point.

The first half was about MIT’s 
rushing game and Curry’s three 
interceptions; however, in the sec-
ond half Curry figured out MIT’s 
limited play calling and stopped 
the Engineers’ potent running 
game. Wenzel was unable to put 
together anything through passes. 
The lack of passing by the Engi-
neers turned a close game into a 
blowout.

To begin the second half, Curry 

threw its final interception of the 
game, but MIT was forced to punt 
down to Curry’s 2-yard line. Al-
though MIT’s defense was unable 
to push Curry back, the Engineers 
were able to get an excellent field 
position after preventing the Col-
onels’ drive.

MIT made its final scoring 
drive of the game after running 
the exact same running play six 
times. MIT settled for a 26-yard 
field goal. 

The Colonels finally found 
consistency in their running 
game, putting large rushing plays 
against the worn-down MIT de-
fense. The Colonels kept their 
momentum through rushing; 
however, in the red zone, they be-
gan to rely on their passing. The 
Colonels threw three straight in-
complete passes that caused a few 
loud Curry fans to scream for the 
Colonels to return to the run. On 
a pivotal 4th and 3, Curry was able 
to convert and complete a 15-yard 
touchdown pass to put the Colo-
nels up for good. 

MIT wasn’t able to put together 
another scoring drive and punted 
on each of the subsequent posses-
sions. Curry made one more scor-
ing drive with 2:10 left in the game.

There are a number of areas 
that MIT needs to improve in or-
der to prevent a similar 1-8 fate as 
last year. The Engineers had un-
imaginative play calling, running 
every play with a no-huddle shot-
gun position. Every play started 
with either one running back or a 
no-back formation. Almost every 
play in a no-back formation was 
a quarterback keeper, while the 
1-back formation usually indicat-
ed a running play to Wallace. By 
the end of the game, even the fans 
were yelling out the type of play 

before the ball was snapped. 
MIT also needs to find a con-

sistent passing game. Without a 
threat of passing, opponents can 
better protect against the run. 
The Engineers need to learn how 
to capitalize on mistakes. Four 
interceptions and no points on 
the subsequent drives was the 

difference-maker in this game. 
Poor tackling will need to be im-
proved upon in order to prevent 
strong rushing and to win another 
game this season. MIT plays next 
at UMass Dartmouth on Oct. 1, 
with their next home game Oct. 
15 against Western New England 
University.

Sports SHort
MIT Women’s Tennis Goes 1-1

 MIT Women’s Tennis 
played two matches in the 
past week, hosting Tufts on 

Thursday and 
visiting Mount 
Holyoke on 
Saturday.

The Engi-
neers fell 7-2 to 
Tufts, the fifth-

ranked Division III team in 
the nation. Michelle M. Dutt 
’15 and Vynnie J. Kong ’15, 
playing second and fifth sin-
gles respectively, earned the 
only points for MIT.

The team fared better 
against Mount Holyoke, win-
ning 6-3. Dutt, who played 
first singles, and Kong, as well 
as Juana C. Becerra ’15 and 
Hillary E. Jenny ’12, all won 
their singles matches. Two of 
the three MIT doubles teams 
won their matches to secure 
the victory.

The Engineers next host 
Babson on Tuesday afternoon 
as they look to remain unde-
feated against their NEWMAC 
opponents.

�—David Zhu, Sports Editor

Upcoming Home Events
Tuesday, Sept. 27

Women’s Tennis vs. Babson� 4 p.m., duPont Tennis Courts

Field Hockey vs. Endicott College� 6 p.m., Jack Barry Field

Thursday, Sept. 29

Sailing Midweek Tech Invite No. 2	            4 p.m., Charles River

Men’s Tennis vs. Endicott College� 5 p.m., duPont Tennis Courts

The lack of passing 
turned a close game 
into a blowout.

Football loses home opener against Curry College
Inconsistent, unimaginative offense sinks Engineers despite four Curry turnovers


