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Most freshmen arrived on campus this week to participate in one of about 20 pre-orientation programs. On Wednesday night, 
close to 100 of these freshmen gathered to play Capture the Flag in the tunnels under and around the Infinite Corridor. 
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Thunder showers
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Heavy rain

Frosh, fix the UA
Several good reasons to get involved 
with student government. OPN, p. 4

where to get help
MIT is a difficult place, but help is 
around every corner. CL, p. 15

Debt ceiling 
debacle
Should Obama or the 
GOP have gotten more 
out of Washington’s 
latest mess? OPN, p. 5

welcome back 
to mit!
Look forward to our 
issues next week for 
special Orientation and 
Rush content! 

In Short
Webcomic Saturday Morning 
Breakfast Cereal creator Zach 
Weiner is coming to MIT on 
Monday, August 29 for a talk, 
Q&A session and signings of his 
new book. The event is in 6-120 
from 4 to 6 p.m. and is spon-
sored by LSC. 

Barbecue ribs are now avail-
able in Kendall Square at a 
new restaurant, the BBQ Rib 
Shack, which is run by Red-
bones Barbecue. 

Send news information and 
tips to news@tech.mit.edu.

By Stan Gill
Staff Reporter

Even for students who will not be moving 
into Maseeh Hall, coming back from sum-
mer vacation might mean returning to a new 
and improved dorm space. Both Next House 
and New House saw major changes over the 
summer while other dorms, both under-
graduate and graduate, have been subject to 
other smaller improvements.

Next House has seen several changes, 
including new bathroom features, new exer-
cise equipment, and a new TV and piano for 
the Tastefully Furnished Lounge (TFL). Base-
ment areas have been revamped, including a 
redone laundry room, the addition of a air-

By Jessica J. Pourian
news editor

There will be no East Campus 
roller coaster this year, revealed 
Mike T. Nawrot ’12, EC rush chair, 
in a video released last week. The 
City of Cambridge required the 
dormitory to obtain building per-
mits for their coaster, but the pro-

cess was not completed in time.
In a video sent to maseeh-dis-

cuss@mit.edu — actually the East 
Campus rush mailing list — on 
August 18, Nawrot explains that 
the rush chairs “recently” found 
out that they would need to work 
more closely with Cambridge for 
the roller coaster project to hap-
pen, get permits and potentially 

enlist an outside contractor to 
help run the event.

The change in policy comes af-
ter a fire alarm at East Campus last 
year brought the dormitory rush to 
the attention of the city.

“The fire department saw the 
roller coaster, and when they 
found out that there were no per-
mits that were pulled for the con-

struction, they reported it to city of 
Cambridge,” said Henry J. Hum-
phreys, the senior associate dean 
of residential life and dining. “At 
that time, the city of allowed it to 
stay up for a couple of days work-
ing at the Institute, but it had to 
come down early, and any future 

To capture flag, frosh storm MIT’s tunnels

jessica l. wass—The Tech

The long-awaited Fariborz Maseeh Hall 
has opened its doors to freshmen and 
upperclassmen alike.

Next, New 
Houses see 
renovations
Residents approve of 
summer improvements

No East Campus roller coaster this year
City of Cambridge demands building permits for load-bearing structures

a peek off-campus

Tropical diseases infect powerless 
Neglected diseases, eradicated here, devastate developing world

Hurricane Irene safety tips
The massive Hurricane 

Irene — with wind speeds 
around 120 mph as of last 
night — is predicted to hit 
New England Monday morn-
ing, and it could be the larg-
est storm the area has seen 
for years. The last hurricane 
to pass within 75 miles of 
Boston was Hurricane Bob 
20 years ago. New York, New 
Jersey, Virginia, and North 
Carolina have already de-
clared a state of emergency in 
anticipation for the arrival of 
Irene, which could slam New 
England with winds above 60 
mph.

Saferide will continue to 
run through the storm unless 
the roads are closed or be-
come impassable. All outside 
trash cans around MIT that 
are not bolted down will be 
removed before the storm and 
stored elsewhere. Here are 
some tips to stay safe during 
the storm:

• Close your doors and 
windows. If you notice any 
open windows or doors, call 
the Customer Service Center 
at x3-4948 and press 2.

• Keep abreast of weath-
er updates via radio, TV, or 
internet.

• Sign up for MIT Alert at 
http://www.emergency.mit.
net/mitalert .

• If you have a car, consider 
parking it inside during the 
storm.

• Bring in loose objects 
that could be blown away and 
become projectiles. This in-
cludes lawn chairs and other 
outdoor furniture, as well as 
flags or banners.

• Bring in your pet cat if 
you have one.

• Don’t go outside dur-
ing the storm, especially on 
rooftops, balconies, or other 
elevated surfaces.

• For people not living 
in dormitories which have 
emergency power, keep your 
cell phone charged before the 
storm.

• Ensure that family and 
friends know that you are 
safe and keep an open line of 
contact.

• Don’t panic! Store a towel 
in a safe place.

For more information 
about Irene’s impact on cam-
pus and more tips, check 
MIT’s emergency information 
website at http://emergency.
mit.net/emergency/.

� —Jessica J. Pourian

By Jingyun Fan
news editor

Every year, 13 diseases that affect 
a fifth of the world’s population are 
responsible for the loss of 56.6 mil-
lion disability-adjusted life years and 
534,000 deaths. But because these 
diseases only afflict the world’s most 

impoverished and powerless people, 
the international community has for-
gotten about them. 

Neglected tropical diseases 
(NTDs) are a group of parasitic worm 
and bacterial infections that together 
represent a huge disease burden. 
The seven most common NTDs are 
ascariasis, hookworm, trichuriasis, 

elephantiasis, river blindness, schis-
tosomiasis, and trachoma. A 50 cent 
integrated package of rapid-impact 
medications has the ability to safely 
obliterate these seven diseases. Cheap 
therapeutics are available for other 
NTDs as well, but there is little fund-

EC roller coaster, Page 15

Dorm renovations, Page 8

TechPOP 2011
Check out the results of the inaugural 

Discover Journalism FPOP — Page 9

Tropical diseases, Page 13

Jessica L. Wass—The Tech
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Situation for 7 a.m. Eastern Time, Friday, August 26, 2011

By Gardiner Harris
The New York Times 

Yet another panel of scientists 
has found no evidence that a pop-
ular vaccine causes autism. But 
despite the scientists’ best efforts, 
their report is unlikely to have any 
impact on the frustrating debate 
about the safety of these crucial 
medicines.

“The MMR vaccine doesn’t 
cause autism, and the evidence is 
overwhelming that it doesn’t,” Dr. 
Ellen Wright Clayton, the chair-
woman of the panel, assembled 
by the Institute of Medicine, said 
in an interview. She was referring 
to a combination against measles, 
mumps and rubella that has long 
been a focus of concern from some 
parents’ groups.

The panel did conclude, how-
ever, that there are risks to getting 
the chickenpox vaccine that can 
arise years after vaccination. Peo-

ple who have had the vaccine can 
develop pneumonia, meningitis 
or hepatitis years later if the virus 
used in the vaccine reawakens be-
cause an unrelated health prob-
lem, like cancer, has compromised 
their immune systems.

The same problems are far more 
likely in patients who are infected 
naturally at some point in their 
lives with chickenpox, since vari-
cella zoster, the virus that causes 
chickenpox, can live dormant in 
nerve cells for decades. Shingles, 
a painful eruption of skin blisters 
that usually affects the aged, is 
generally caused by this Lazarus-
like ability of varicella zoster.

The government had asked the 
institute to review the known risks 
of vaccines to help guide decisions 
about compensation for those 
who claim to have been injured 
by vaccines. Legislation passed 
by Congress in 1986 largely ab-
solved vaccine makers of the risks 

of being sued for vaccine injuries 
and forced those who suffer in-
jury to petition the government for 
compensation.

The government generally re-
stricts compensation to cases 
involving children who suffer 
injuries that scientists deem to 
have been plausibly caused by 
vaccination, including seizures, 
inflammation, fainting, allergic re-
actions and temporary joint pain. 
But battles have raged for years 
over whether to expand this list, 
with most of the fighting revolving 
around autism.

Many children injured by vac-
cination have an immune or meta-
bolic problem that is simply made 
apparent by vaccines. “In some 
metabolically vulnerable chil-
dren, receiving vaccines may be 
the largely nonspecific, ‘last straw’ 
that leads these children to reveal 
their underlying” problems, the 
report stated.

By Brian Stelter
The New York Times 

DEVIL HILLS, N.C. — John H. 
Woolard, who is 79 years old, cannot 
remember how many hurricanes he 
has confronted at his home, also 79, 
which sits on stilts overlooking the 
Atlantic Ocean here. Is it 12? Or 14?

“I have never left,” he said proud-
ly Thursday afternoon, showing off 
a photograph he took of a storm in 
1962. “But I think I’m going to leave 
this time.”

“This one,” he said, referring to 
Hurricane Irene, “is dead on us.”

It was a day of weather wake-up 
calls for residents from North Caro-
lina to Maine as the storm pum-
meled the Bahamas.

A forecast track that a day ear-
lier predicted the hurricane would 
pass just off North Carolina’s fragile 
Outer Banks shifted west Thursday 
morning, putting a weekend bull’s-
eye on Wilmington, N.C.; Virginia 
Beach, Va.; Atlantic City, N.J.; and 
New York City, and jolting beachgo-
ers and old-timers alike.

The National Hurricane Center 
said Thursday night that maximum 

winds at the center of the hurricane 
were 115 mph, making it a Category 
3 storm. Hurricane warnings were 
issued for the length of the North 
Carolina coast, where Irene is ex-
pected to make landfall Saturday 
afternoon, and hurricane watches 
were posted in Virginia, Mary-
land, Delaware and New Jersey, 
where the storm is expected to lash 
coastal areas before reaching New 
York in a somewhat weakened state 
Sunday.

In Washington, the storm forced 
organizers to indefinitely postpone 
the dedication of the new memorial 
to the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., 
which was scheduled for Sunday.

W. Craig Fugate, administrator 
of the Federal Emergency Manage-
ment Agency, said the hurricane 
was likely to drop as much as 10 
inches of rain in some areas.

“This will not just be a coastal 
storm,” he said. “We can see impacts 
well inland.”

Amtrak announced that it was 
canceling train service for Friday, 
Saturday and Sunday south of 
Washington because of the storm. 
Service in the Northeast Corridor is 

not affected.
Forecasters said Irene present-

ed some unusual problems. For 
one thing, it is uncommonly large: 
Hurricane-force winds of at least 74 
mph extended 70 miles from its cen-
ter Thursday, and winds of at least 
40 mph reached 255 miles out.

The storm was also moving 
slowly, about 14 mph, compared 
with speeds of 30 mph to 40 mph 
for similar storms, said Dennis Felt-
gen, a spokesman for the hurricane 
center. Both the hurricane’s size and 
slow pace could intensify flooding 
in the Middle Atlantic states and in 
the Northeast, where the ground 
is already saturated in places from 
heavy rains this summer.

A tropical storm warning was 
also in effect in South Carolina, and 
conditions along the coast there are 
expected to deteriorate as the hurri-
cane passes Friday. It spared Florida 
for the most part as it lashed the 
Bahamas, but authorities in Palm 
Beach County said at least eight 
people were injured when they were 
hit by a hurricane-spawned wave on 
a Boynton Beach Inlet jetty, the As-
sociated Press reported.

13 nuclear plants felt quake,  
but all were spared

WASHINGTON — The earthquake Tuesday in the Eastern 
United States was felt at 13 locations with nuclear power plants, 
from North Carolina to Michigan, but reactors shut down at only 
one, North Anna in Virginia, 10 miles from the epicenter. There 
was no damage to nuclear systems at any of the sites, according 
to the Nuclear Regulatory Commission.

The commission has been re-evaluating the earthquake vul-
nerability of reactors in the East, based on a recent reassessment 
by the U.S. Geological Survey of the likelihood of a big earthquake 
in the region. The review is independent of the quake on Tuesday, 
whose epicenter was near Mineral, Va., and predates the Japa-
nese earthquake of March 11. That quake and a resulting tsunami 
caused a meltdown at the Fukushima Daiichi nuclear plant.

An NRC task force investigating the implications of that ac-
cident recommended changes in how the commission regu-
lates some emergency equipment that could be useful after an 
earthquake, another natural event or a terrorist attack — but no 
changes are imminent.

—Matthew L. Wald, The New York Times 

In Syria, 9 demonstrators 
killed; artist beaten

BEIRUT — Security forces in Syria carried out military opera-
tions in several areas Thursday against pro-democracy protesters 
seeking to topple the government of President Bashar Assad, and 
activists and residents said nine people were killed.

Masked gunmen also severely beat the country’s best-known 
political cartoonist, Ali Farzat, leaving him to bleed along the side 
of a road, days after he published a cartoon showing Assad hitch-
ing a ride out of town with Moammar Gadhafi of Libya. Since the 
start of the Syrian uprising in March, Farzat, renowned through 
the Arab world, has published cartoons critical of Assad and his 
crackdown on protesters.

Activists and residents in Shuhail, a town southeast of the 
provincial capital, Deir al-Zour, a tribal area in eastern Syria, said 
tanks and armored vehicles had entered. Daily protests against 
the government have taken place in Shuhail, they said, since the 
start of the Muslim holy month of Ramadan.

Security forces also attacked four towns in the province of 
Daraa in southern Syria, and Rastan and Talbiseh, two villages 
near Homs, Syria’s third-largest city, where there have been large 
demonstrations.

—Nada Bakri, The New York Times 

Nine Palestinians killed as 
Gaza and Israel exchange fire

Warning sirens repeatedly sent Israelis across the south into 
bomb shelters, but most of the rockets landed in empty fields 
near the Israeli cities of Ofakim, Ashkelon and Beersheba. How-
ever, a 9-month-old baby was slightly hurt in Ashkelon when a 
car was hit with shrapnel.

The recent round of violence started a week ago, with a ter-
rorist attack on southern Israel in which eight Israelis were killed. 
Israeli forces pursuing suspects killed three Egyptian security of-
ficers in the Egyptian Sinai, creating a furor with Egypt.

Israeli officials said the perpetrators and planners of the ter-
rorist attack were originally from Gaza, and Israel has retaliated 
with strikes that have killed at least 23 Palestinians. Gazan offi-
cials say they know nothing about the source of the attack.

Israel’s first retaliatory strike in Gaza killed leaders of the Pop-
ular Resistance Committees, a pro-Hamas group that Israel said 
was behind the terrorist attack. On Wednesday, an airstrike killed 
an Islamic Jihad leader, Ismail al-Asmar, 34; the group said Thurs-
day that it had fired several of the missiles at Israel in retaliation.

—Fares Akram, The New York Times 

By Ethan A. Solomon
editor in chief

Is it just us, or is the end of 
the world coming a year early? 
In the span of less than a week, 
the East Coast will have dealt 
with two rare natural disasters. 

A 5.8-magnitude earthquake 
struck Virginia on Tuesday, and 
shaking could be felt all the way 
up here in Cambridge. Stu-
dents reported feeling the Stu-
dent Center rocking, and small 
crowds gathered outside the 
main group buildings as MIT 
personnel sought ground level. 
The earthquake did not cause 
serious damage, but the Nation-

al Park Service has found cracks 
in the Washington Monument, 
not far from the epicenter.

Meanwhile, Hurricane Irene 
attained Category 3 status last 
night, with wind speeds up to 
120 mph. Irene is expected to 
make landfall in North Caro-
lina on Saturday, prompting 
the evacuation of an estimated 
200,000 people from that state’s 
barrier islands, according to lo-
cal news reports. The massive 
storm, which will barrel its way 
up the eastern seaboard, is the 
strongest the East Coast coast 
has seen in years. For more in-
formation and safety tips, check 
the front page.

Hurricane on the way!

Vaccine once again cleared as 
autism culprit

Irene’s approach forces 
East Coast to batten down

Extended Forecast
Today: Mostly Sunny. High 82°F (28°C).
Tonight: Patchy fog. Low 66°F (19°C).
Saturday: Mostly sunny. 7mph winds from the north. High 

78°F (26°C). 
Sunday: Cloudy with thundershowers in the evening, 

heavy rain overnight from Hurricane Irene. High 73°F 
(42°C).
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By Helene Cooper
The New York Times 

When you’re the single, attrac-
tive secretary of state for the Unit-
ed States, you’re bound to pick up 
groupies in all corners of the inter-
national diplomatic scene.

But for Condoleezza Rice, 
who has charmed diplomats from 
Rome (the Italian foreign minis-
ter, Massimo D’Alema) to London 
(Foreign Minister Jack Straw of 
Britain) to Pictou, Nova Scotia (the 
Canadian defense minister, Peter 
MacKay), perhaps the strangest 
of all has always been Moammar 
Gadhafi of Libya.

“Leezza, Leezza, Leezza, I 
love her very much,” Gadhafi, the 
now-fugitive Libyan leader, told 
Al-Jazeera in 2007, calling her his 
“darling black African woman.”

When Rice visited him in 2008, 
at the same compound that Libyan 
rebels are now ransacking (more 
on that in a second), back dur-
ing the brief period when Gadhafi 
was in good graces with the United 
States, the Libyan dictator put his 
hand against his heart in greeting.

And, as it now comes out, he 
apparently assembled — or had a 
minion assemble — a photo album 
of Rice. Which brings us to the 
matter at hand now, the ransack-

ing of Gadhafi’s compound under 
way in Tripoli.

Rebels going through the Gad-
hafi compound unearthed the 
photo album stocked with Rice’s 
visage on every page. There she is, 
in one, smiling off to the side, her 
flip-do accented perfectly for the 
camera. And there she is, in anoth-
er, smiling next to you-know-who 
during that visit to Tripoli. He is 
wearing a flowing white robe with 
purple sash and Africa pin; she 
looks more businesslike in a gray 
pinstripe suit with white pearls, 
her flip-do having given way to a 
pageboy bob.

Americans’ ride to  
space in question

MOSCOW — Prospects seemed to dim Thursday for a timely 
launching of a Russian rocket that would carry U.S. astronauts to the 
International Space Station next month, with Russian space officials 
temporarily grounding a similar rocket after one crashed shortly after 
takeoff Wednesday.

With the end of NASA’s space shuttle program last month, U.S. 
astronauts must travel into space on Russian Soyuz rockets. When 
one of them crashed over Siberia on Wednesday, concerns began to 
mount.

Space officials in Russia canceled the Friday launching of a Soyuz 
rocket carrying a navigation satellite for Glonass, Russia’s equivalent 
of the United States’ GPS system.

Prime Minister Vladimir V. Putin also ordered an overhaul of 
the safety procedures at the Russian space agency, according to his 
spokesman. The changes will affect how the agency checks rockets, 
satellites and space vehicles it buys from manufacturers in Russia and 
will influence its prelaunching procedures.

In the accident Wednesday, the rocket’s third and final stage shut 
down for reasons not yet known before the spacecraft had entered 
orbit. It arced back to earth still carrying its cargo of fuel and food, 
including fresh green apples and cloves of garlic eagerly awaited by 
the space station’s crew.

—Andrew E. Kramer, The New York Times 

U.N. releases $1.5 billion  
in frozen Gadhafi assets

 WASHINGTON — Even with Moammar Gadhafi still on the run, 
the nations that aided Libya’s rebellion moved swiftly Thursday to 
release billions of dollars of cash needed for the difficult — and, for 
some foreign companies, potentially lucrative — task of rebuilding 
the country after six months of fighting.

The U.N. Security Council approved an immediate infusion of 
$1.5 billion that the United States seized last spring. Officials said the 
money was urgently needed to provide basic services, especially elec-
tricity, and perhaps as important, to build political support for Libya’s 
rebel leaders, known as the National Transitional Council, as they 
try to consolidate control of the country after 41 years of Gadhafi’s 
government.

“Gadhafi hasn’t paid salaries in months,” Jeffrey D. Feltman, an 
assistant secretary of state, said in a telephone interview from Istan-
bul, where diplomats from 28 nations and seven international orga-
nizations met Thursday to discuss preparations for a post-Gadhafi 
Libya. “It would be a real boost for the TNC to be able to do that.”

With so much uncertainty over the governance of Libya, none of 
the money will be given to the rebels, but instead will go directly to 
pay for services and fuel costs.

—Steven Lee Myers and Dan Bilefsky, The New York Times 

Boston archdiocese lists priests 
accused of sexual abuse

BOSTON — The Archdiocese of Boston on Thursday published 
a partial list of clergy members accused of sexual abuse, nearly a 
decade after a scandal erupted here involving widespread abuse by 
priests and revelations that the archdiocese had been shielding mo-
lesters for years.

Victim advocacy groups have long pressed the archdiocese to 
publish such a list, a step that a number of other dioceses have al-
ready taken. Cardinal Sean P. O’Malley first suggested in 2009 that he 
would publish a list; diocesan officials said this week that it had taken 
two years to gather the necessary input and weigh complicated issues 
like the due process rights of priests whose cases have not been fully 
adjudicated.

In an open letter, O’Malley said he had decided to publish a list 
of 134 priests and two deacons “after serious and thoughtful consid-
eration and prayer.” They include priests whom the church or courts 
have found guilty of sexually abusing a child, others who left the 
priesthood before or after accusations of abuse and dead priests who 
have been publicly accused of abuse.

The list, published in a searchable database on the diocese’s web-
site, also includes 22 current diocesan priests who remain on admin-
istrative leave while their cases are investigated.

—Abby Goodnough, The New York Times 

Google reaches deal with  
second French publisher

PARIS — A second French publisher has reached a deal on digital 
books with Google to settle a copyright lawsuit in exchange for con-
trol over how its out-of-print, copyright-protected works are scanned 
and sold.

Such works account for the vast majority of the world’s books, and 
they are central to Google’s ambitions of creating a universal digital 
information repository. But its digitization project has prompted nu-
merous lawsuits by publishers seeking to enforce their copyrights.

On Thursday, French publisher La Martiniere said that it had 
agreed to split revenue from digital sales of these books with Google. 
The accord comes after a similar agreement between Google and 
Hachette Livre, the largest French publisher, that was completed last 
month.

In 2009, La Martiniere won a ruling against Google in a Paris 
court, which awarded the publisher 300,000 euros, or $420,000, and 
ordered Google to stop scanning its books. Google appealed that de-
cision, but the two companies said Thursday that they had agreed to 
end the litigation.

Philippe Colombet, director of Google Books in France, said the 
deal would allow the company to move forward in a constructive 
fashion, to the benefit of French authors and readers.

“This collaboration is an important step in our relations with 
French publishers and contributes to the preservation and the flour-
ishing of French culture,” he said in a statement.

—Eric Pfanner, The New York Times 

By Claire Cain Miller
The New York Times 

SAN FRANCISCO — Steve Jobs 
— domineering, short-tempered 
and anything but warm and fuzzy 
— has done something few busi-
ness people in history have accom-
plished: engender genuine affection.

His decision to step down as 
chief executive of Apple brought 
people to tears, inspired loving trib-
utes to him on the Web and even had 
some adoring customers flocking to 
Apple stores Thursday to share their 
sentiments with other fans of Macs, 
iPhones and iPads.

“Through the mist in my eyes, I 
am having a tough time focusing on 
the screen of this computer,” wrote 
Om Malik, the prominent technol-
ogy blogger. “I want to wake up and 
find it was all a nightmare.”

Andrew Baughen, a church vicar 
from London who paused during his 
San Francisco vacation to shop at an 
Apple store after he heard the news, 
said he was praying for Jobs.

Apple, he said, “is not a corpora-
tion. It’s more like a family, a move-
ment. I’d like to meet him in heaven 
and say, ‘Thank you.’”

Business leaders, whether fic-
tional like Ebenezer Scrooge and 
Gordon Gekko or real like Rupert 

Murdoch or Lloyd Blankfein of 
Goldman Sachs, are usually regard-
ed with considerably less warmth, as 
rapacious rather than revered.

“It’s unusual right here, right 
now, given that Americans’ feelings 
about business are just north of their 
feelings about Congress,” said Nancy 
F. Koehn, a historian at Harvard 
Business School.

That Jobs is seriously ill gave the 
tributes a poignancy and sense of 
foreboding. But the aloof man in a 
black turtleneck — who spent the 
past month on a yacht with his fam-
ily, according to people with knowl-
edge of his whereabouts — also 
managed to foster familial emotions 
among those who work in technolo-
gy and business and ordinary people 
who use Apple products.

“Every decade or so, an icon 
emerges who both has a Midas 
touch and is in an industry that is in 
our collective consciousness,” said 
Jon Kulok, co-founder of Edge Re-
search, a marketing research firm for 
corporations and nonprofits. “How-
ever, unlike those figures, he goes 
out at the top of his game, and some 
of the commentary today reflects his 
going out on top.”

There were hundreds of thou-
sands of messages shared online 
about Jobs after his announcement 

Wednesday, nearly all of them posi-
tive, according to NetBase, which 
analyzes social media commen-
tary. On Twitter, many of the posts 
expressed love for Jobs, an emo-
tion that rarely surfaces in business 
chatter.

Part of the reason, analysts said, 
is that people love Apple products 
in a way that they do not love other 
products they use everyday, whether 
toothbrushes, toasters or BlackBer-
rys. And Jobs as a chief executive 
is uniquely connected to Apple’s 
creations.

“What makes Steve Jobs particu-
larly special is it’s as if he personally 
handed you an iPhone and an iPad. 
So to many consumers it feels like a 
gift from a family member,” said Jon 
A. Krosnick, a social psychologist at 
Stanford University.

As a result, Apple customers feel 
like they have a personal connection 
with the man, even though the com-
pany is highly secretive and Jobs is 
very private.

While Jobs’ business style — he 
is well-known for terse emails and 
browbeating tactics — has earned 
him critics over the years, even 
many of them stopped to praise him 
Thursday.

Nick Bilton and Matt Richtel con-
tributed reporting.

Among Rice’s diplomatic groupies: 
Moammar Gadhafi

Buffett to invest $5 billion in 
shaky Bank of America

Where some earn enmity,  
Jobs won affection

By Nelson D. Schwartz
The New York Times 

Warren E. Buffett, the legendary 
investor, is sinking $5 billion into 
Bank of America in a bold show of 
faith in the country’s biggest, and 
most beleaguered, financial insti-
tution. It comes amid deepening 
worries about the long-term health 
of the company, which has already 
had to set aside roughly $20 billion 
to atone for its mortgage misdeeds 
at the height of the housing bubble.

Bank of America’s problems are 
emblematic of the economic woes 
facing the country in general and 
the housing market in particular. 
Its fortunes have been waning as 
the outlook for growth has dark-
ened and the financial markets 
have gyrated.

More than some other large 
banks, Bank of America’s fate is 
also heavily intertwined with that 
of consumers. It services one in 
five home loans, and with 5,700 
branches assembled through de-
cades of mergers, it counts 58 mil-
lion customers.

The losses suffered by the bank 
— $9 billion over the last 18 months 

— have spurred worries about just 
how solid its foundations are and 
raised fears that it will need tens of 
billions of dollars in fresh capital. 
Bank executives insist that that is 
not the case, and they were quick to 
trumpet Buffett’s move as a crucial 
show of support for an embattled 
management team, especially the 
chief executive, Brian T. Moynihan.

“In the shaky couple of weeks 
that we’ve gone through in the fi-
nancial markets, it’s a good time 
for this vote of confidence by a 
savvy investor,” said Charles O. 
Holliday Jr., the bank’s chairman. 
“We didn’t need the capital, but 
it doesn’t hurt to have more in a 
volatile time.”

Even as investors cheered Buf-
fett’s investment, lifting the bank’s 
shares more than 9 percent, ana-
lysts cautioned that it did not ad-
dress more fundamental prob-
lems that will take years to correct. 
Moreover, it does little to lift the 
uncertainty over how much the 
company will ultimately have to 
pay to angry investors holding 
hundreds of billions of dollars 
worth of soured mortgage securi-
ties. Also hanging over the compa-

ny is the prospect of a multibillion-
dollar mortgage settlement with 
the government.

“This is a good endorsement 
but it’s no silver bullet,” said Mi-
chael Mayo, a bank analyst with 
Credit Agricole in New York. “Bank 
of America got the Good House-
keeping seal of approval and Buf-
fett got a sweetheart deal, but the 
company hasn’t been able to get its 
arms around the magnitude of the 
losses.”

The bulk of those losses stem 
from the company’s disastrous 
acquisition of Countrywide Finan-
cial in 2008, the subprime lender 
whose reckless lending policies 
have made it a symbol of the hous-
ing bubble. Moynihan’s prede-
cessor, Kenneth D. Lewis, paid $4 
billion for Countrywide. It has al-
ready cost the company more than 
$30 billion.

To offset that red ink and 
strengthen the bank’s capital posi-
tion, Moynihan has sold more than 
$30 billion worth of assets since 
the start of 2010, most recently un-
loading its Canadian credit card 
business and a portfolio of com-
mercial real estate.
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As the 2012 race takes shape, the man 
that Republicans hope to beat, Presi-
dent Barack Obama, is looking more 
vulnerable with each passing day. The 
debt ceiling negotiations have collapsed 
his numbers, and recent Gallup polling 
shows him with just a 24 percent ap-
proval rating of his handling of the fed-
eral budget deficit. His numbers on the 
economy and job creation are similarly 
dismal, with approval hovering at 26 
percent and 29 percent, respectively. In 
the other areas tracked by Gallup, his 
popularity has waned considerably — 
on Afghanistan, education, and foreign 
affairs, his approval is at 38 percent, 41 
percent, and 42 percent, roughly a 10 
point decline in each category from May 
of this year. Terrorism is the one issue 
on which the president has a major-
ity approval rating, but even that num-
ber, 53 percent, is down 10 points from 
May, and is conspicuously low, given 
the recent death of Osama bin Laden. 
Worse still, there is little upside for the 
president when the numbers are broken 
down by party affiliation — there isn’t a 
single area in which 50 percent or more 
of independents approve of Obama’s job 
performance.

With 14 months still to go before the 
election, job approval ratings are an un-
reliable indicator of re-election chances, 
but it is worth noting that with 40 percent 
approving and 53 percent disapprov-
ing, Obama’s Gallup numbers are lower 
than any other incumbent presidential 
candidate’s were at the 14-month mark, 
with the exception of Jimmy Carter (who 
would go on to lose his re-election fight 
decisively to Ronald Reagan). It’s no 
surprise, therefore, that the president is 
making bus stop tours of swing states — 
if his numbers don’t show any improve-
ment between now and March, then 
Obama will find himself on the unenvi-
able side of a historical trend. Only one 
incumbent president, Harry Truman, 
has been re-elected with a less than 50 
percent approval rating with 8 months 
of campaigning to go — all others with 
a less-than-majority approval failed in 
their re-election bids.

With that said, the current field of 
Republican presidential candidates 
does not appear particularly threaten-
ing to President Obama. Currently, the 
likelihood is that Obama will face either 
Rick Perry or Mitt Romney in the general 
election — InTrade, a leading predic-

tion market, places the odds of a Perry 
or Romney candidacy at 35 percent 
and 31 percent respectively. Jon Hunts-
man, Michelle Bachmann, Paul Ryan, 
and Sarah Palin (the latter two not cur-
rently running) constitute most of the 
residual probability, sharing (more or 
less evenly) a 21 percent chance of be-
ing the eventual nominee. In head-to-
head polling, Obama beats most of these 
candidates handily; against Romney, the 
president enjoys a 3-to-4-point margin, 
and against the rest, the president has a 
double-digit lead. These positive polling 
numbers seem to offset Obama’s low ap-
proval ratings; InTrade places the presi-
dent’s odds of re-election at slightly bet-
ter than half.

In other races, the outlook is more 
positive for Republicans. Currently, In-
Trade gives a 65 and 70 percent likeli-
hood to Republicans retaining control of 
the House and taking control of the Sen-
ate. This reflects a series of polls in recent 
months showing a 3-7 point advantage 
for generic Republicans over generic 
Democrats in congressional ballots.

It’s 438 days until Election Day, and 
this is The State of the Race.

—Keith Yost

Help fix MIT’s student government
The UA is dogged with problems, and only collective effort will fix it

By Ryan Normandin
opinion editor

In high school, many of you were likely 
involved in some form of student govern-
ment. Whether as a class officer, a member 
of the executive board of Student Council , 
or as a student leader in some other capac-
ity, I’m willing to bet that you left a posi-
tive mark on your school. In fact, I know 
you have. According to the May/June Fac-
ulty Newsletter, 31 percent of you found-
ed an organization. Perhaps, like myself 
when I was a freshman, you are proud of 
what you’ve accomplished so far, but are 
wondering where you will find your niche 
at MIT. With over four thousand under-
graduate students at this school, will you 
be able to have as big an impact as you did 
in high school? I’m here to tell you that the 
answer to that is a resounding “yes.”

If you participated in a student govern-
ment in high school that was anything like 
mine, you probably spent a lot of time sub-
mitting purchase orders, planning events, 
and organizing fundraisers. Perhaps you 
were the “go-to person” for students to 
voice their frustrations with a new policy 
the administration had implemented. 
While certainly important, the influence 
that student leaders have in high school 
is largely restricted to intra- or inter-class 
events. Students can certainly act in an 
advisory capacity to school administrators 
by serving on the school council or the lo-
cal or regional student advisory council, 
but even those positions afford students 
limited power.

Some say MIT has one of the most 
powerful and influential undergraduate 

student governments in the nation. This 
government, the Undergraduate Associa-
tion (UA), is in charge of recognizing and 
providing funding to student groups, or-
ganizing events with budgets in excess 
of $100,000, has student representatives 
serving on many committees that the 
administration forms, whether they’re 
charged with finding a new dean, creat-
ing a new major, or changing the HASS 
requirement. It is in no way an exaggera-
tion that MIT students have a substantial 

amount of influence when it comes to 
nearly every aspect of the Institute. Do we 
always get our way? No, of course not. But 
by and large, the administration actively 
seeks out student input and takes it into 
consideration when making decisions.

Why, then, does the headline to this 
article ask for your help in fixing the UA? 
Despite the potential of this system and 
its history of providing input, the UA has 
broken down over the course of the last 
few years, oftentimes losing sight of what 
its purpose is. Serving as MacGregor’s 
Senator my freshman year, I witnessed the 
dysfunction in this body firsthand. Meet-
ings stretched anywhere from three to or 
six hours, but were far from productive. 
During debate, Senators would repeat, 

slightly rephrased, the same major points 
over and over again. The majority of items 
on the agenda would needlessly stretch 
far beyond their scheduled end times. Not 
only are long, unproductive meetings a 
burden on the Senators representing their 
living groups, but they also lack transpar-
ency; after all, what student, curious about 
a certain bill or issue, would want to at-
tend a meeting lasting four hours?

Although Allan E. Miramonti ’13, the 
newly elected UA President, asserted in 
the March presidential debate that “If we 
have a more efficient body, a body that 
gets a lot more done, people will be less 
likely to leave,” he was sparse on specif-
ics throughout the campaign. His running 
mate at the time also pointed out that Sen-
ate and Exec need to “get along more and 
work together more efficiently,” Hopefully, 
Allan will translate these words into more 
specific actions once the term begins.

The ineffectiveness of the UA was beau-
tifully demonstrated last year, when in the 
months preceding the presidential elec-
tion, five members of the UA — both Sen-
ate and Exec — resigned. In addition, the 
Senate consistently has an extremely low 
turnover rate. Since 2002, the percentage 
of Senators who served two consecutive 
years only rose above 24 percent once, 
usually falling much lower. In four of the 
eight years, the percentage returning was 
between ten and fifteen percent. The rea-
son that many, including myself, did not 
seek reelection was because of the feel-
ing that despite the significant number of 
hours they put into it, they got very little 

MIT student government, Page 6

The UA has broken 
down over the course 
of the last few years, 
oftentimes losing sight 
of what its purpose is. 

Obama is vulnerable, but none of the GOP field  
seem capable of unseating him

The State of the Race
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By Keith Yost
Staff columnist

The Stewart-Colbert rally was a good 
bit of entertainment in and of itself, but 
the best bit of comedy to come out of it 
was a video made by a pair of faux report-
ers who went about asking the rally-goers 
“Is Barack Obama a Keynesian?” The at-
tendees, unaware of John Maynard Keynes 
and his contribution to modern macroeco-
nomics, confused Keynesian for Kenyan; 
hilarity ensued.

The comedians behind the stunt may 
have wanted their intention to be misread, 
but these days the question deserves to 
be asked in a straight fashion. Is Obama a 
Keynesian?

Once upon a time, the president’s mac-
roeconomic credentials were peerless. He 
pushed through one of the largest eco-
nomic stimulus bills in history and was 
advised by a team of economic heavies, in-
cluding Christina D. Romer PhD ’85, Paul 
Volcker, Lawrence H. Summers ’75, Austan 
D. Goolsbee PhD ’95, Jared Bernstein, and 
Peter Orzsag. If Jon Stewart fans misheard, 
who could blame them? No one in their 
right minds could doubt the president’s 
Keynesianism.

Obama could have — and should 
have — gotten more from the debt 
deal

These days however, even if the presi-
dent talks big about creating jobs, he has 
largely failed to deliver. And all those eco-
nomic heavies who were by his side at the 
start of the administration have resigned 
and fled to various think tanks and univer-
sities. Like Paul R. Krugman PhD ’77, whose 
descent from respected trade economist to 
twice-weekly diatribe author is the stuff 
of Greek tragedy, Keynesianism seems to 
have lost its cachet among Washington 
elites, and nowhere is its absence more 
conspicuous than in the White House.

The best chance of getting the nation 
back to work lies in a second stimulus. The 
first was too timid, too full of pork, too lack-
ing in shovel-ready projects. It was enough 
to tread water, but not enough to replace 
the aggregate demand that was lost in the 
crisis.

At first glance, the debt talks seem like 
a poor place to propose a second stimulus. 
If Democrats lost the Keynesian faith, then 
Republicans never had it to begin with. If 
Obama suggested deficit budgets in the 

middle of talks about how to have fewer 
deficits in the future, maybe Republicans 
would have laughed him out of the room.

And yet, if there’s one thing Republi-
cans have demonstrated in the past year, 
it’s that they’re willing to trade anything 
and everything for tax cuts. Eight months 
ago, they gave away an extension of unem-
ployment benefits, a nuclear arms treaty, 
and the repeal of Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell in 
exchange for just a two-year extension of 
the Bush tax cuts. Social conservatives and 
foreign policy conservatives aren’t even in 
the back seat of the Republican party — 
they’re locked in the trunk of the car, while 
tax-cut die-hards, deficit hawks, and small 
government types bicker over control of 
the wheel.

The infighting of his opponents left 
Obama with a golden opportunity for a 
deal: large tax cuts in the short term, and 
$4–5 trillion of deficit reduction in the 
long term, split evenly between revenue 
increases and spending cuts. Such an of-
fer would have split Republicans and left 
them without a leg to stand on. Those who 
preach tax cuts as the key to economic re-
covery would be hard-pressed to explain a 
vote against tax cuts. Deficit hawks would 
struggle to argue against a deal that reduc-
es the debt’s growth by $4 trillion instead 
of $2.1. And for Democrats, it’s not just a 
better split between revenue increases and 
spending cuts than they otherwise would 
have got, it’s a chance at putting their eco-
nomic principles into action and passing a 
second round of stimulus.

But instead of fighting for the policy 
content that he was elected to deliver, 
President Obama let the debt talks break 
down over minutia. Republicans wanted to 
extend the debt ceiling for a short period, 
but Obama, afraid of Republicans on debt 
issues, wanted to push any debt discus-
sions until after the next election.

In exchange for that one condition, 
Obama gave away everything. He sold out 

Keynesianism — there was no stimulus at 
all in the deal. He sold out his party — all of 
the deal’s deficit reduction will come from 
spending cuts and none from revenue in-
creases. And he sold out his country — $2.1 
trillion of cuts is not enough to save the 
U.S. government’s bottom line.

In the wake of his faithless perfor-
mance, the question is begging to be asked: 
Is Obama a Keynesian? Has he lost his be-
liefs, or is he simply unwilling to stand for 
his values when they might conflict with 

his self-preservation? Is he still the man we 
elected? Was he ever?

Republicans could have — and 
should have — gotten more from 
the debt deal

If Republicans were wondering whether 
they got enough from Obama in the recent 
debt negotiations, they got their answer 
when Standard and Poor’s downgraded the 
United States’ debt rating. The agency was 
blunt in its assessment: “The fiscal con-
solidation plan … falls short of what, in our 
view, would be necessary to stabilize the 
government’s medium-term debt dynam-
ics.” The losses on the S&P 500 index ham-
mered home the message: markets were ex-
pecting Republicans to get a lot more than 
they did out of the deal.

On one hand, it’s hard to fault Republi-
cans for achieving such a meager debt deal. 
They hold only one house of Congress, and 
President Obama was unwilling to do any 
debt reduction at all — just six months ago, 
he proposed a budget that was business as 
usual, dressed up as austerity through the 
use of bald-faced accounting gimmicks. 
Perhaps the market expectations were un-
realistic; Obama offered business as usual, 

the right wing offered a budget with ~$6.2 
trillion in spending cuts, and when the two 
sides met, the out-of-power party got one-
third of what it wanted, and the other side 
got two-thirds. It seems straightforward 
enough.

On the other hand, there were quite a 
few reasons to believe that Republicans 
could negotiate a better bargain. The rise of 
the Tea Party changed the conversation in 
Washington. Everyone, Democrat and Re-
publican alike, had to have an answer for 
how they would cut the debt. Even Obama, 
responsible for $3.5 trillion dollars of the 
deficit, was scrambling to position himself 
as a more serious deficit hawk than any Tea 
Party standard-bearer.

In that light, slowing the growth of the 
national debt by a couple trillion dollars 
over the next ten years is a crushing defeat. 
The final terms might even be less gener-
ous — since so many of the deal’s cuts are 
unspecified, Republicans could retreat 
even further and let a majority of the cuts 
come out of programs they support. What 
Obama wanted out of the deal he got, and 
what Republicans wanted they still have to 
fight for.

Ask a Democrat and they’ll tell you this is 

how it should be — the debt ceiling is noth-
ing more than just another legislative trick 
being abused by Republicans, like a filibus-
ter or earmark. True, with a but: the debt 
ceiling may be mere political artifice — the 
national accounts are not. While the ceiling 
can be removed at the stroke of a pen, the 
federal government cannot simply summon 
monies out of thin air, and yet, Obama stood 
several yards past the edge of a financial 
abyss, and offered Republicans a promise: 
if they took one step forward, he’d take one 
step forward too. S&P’s downgrade pro-
vided an ex-post reminder, but Republicans 
standing at the edge of the cliff shouldn’t 
have needed telling that gravity exists.

It’s difficult to say that Republicans only 
needed to stick to their principles to get 
a better deal, because on the question of 
whether to reduce the deficit through tax 
increases or spending cuts, there is plenty 
of room for healthy compromise, and Re-
publicans were right to be flexible on that 
front. When Boehner agreed to a debt re-
duction plan with $800 billion of tax in-
creases, $1 trillion of revenue increases, 
and $2.2 trillion of spending cuts, that was 
a reasonable compromise of the sort that 
should be encouraged.

But clearly, Republicans needed to be 
more stubborn than they were. In particu-
lar, they needed an ultimatum of this for-
mula: if no deal is struck that cuts the deficit 
by at least a fixed amount, then Congress 
will revisit the issue within a short period — 
in other words, we’re going to keep coming 
back to this until we get a long-term bud-
get plan that is sustainable. By not draw-
ing such a line, Republicans invited Obama 
to jerk them around on the details. Take 
the 800/1/2.2 deal that Boehner agreed to. 
Shortly after Boehner agreed to it, Obama 
announced that he needed another $400 
billion of tax increases and Senate Demo-
crats began saying they could only think of 
$1.5 trillion in spending cuts that they could 
agree to. Somewhere, a used car salesman is 
cribbing from Obama’s technique.

Republicans are not yet out of the fight. 
Even though they’ve surrendered the debt 
ceiling, they still have annual budget plans 
with which to make their case for a fiscally 
sustainable government. One has to won-
der though — if they achieved so little when 
they wielded a government shutdown over 
their opponent’s heads, what should make 
us think they’ll do any better when gridlock 
just means spending as usual?

By Ronan McGovern
staff columnist

Apparently there are more than 6,000 
spoken languages in the world, as cata-
logued and described in the book “Lan-
guages of the World”, according to Wikipe-
dia. So it turns out that to be outrageously 
multilingual, you’d have to learn a new lan-
guage about every five days, given that you 
live until the ripe old age of 80 years. How-
ever, I would like to inform you of two pos-
sibilities you have in this regard:

First, language extinction may work in 
your favor. If you wait until 2050, about 
90 percent of languages that are currently 
alive will have become extinct. 

Assuming that you can’t wait for option 
one, we’ll proceed with the second option: 
a list of ten words to provide you with a 
smattering of any local lingo. Now, if you 
wish to delve into the space-time dynam-
ics of origami intricacies with local folk, 
this list of ten words may somewhat limit 
your conversational bandwidth. Nonethe-
less, with ten factorial permutations, I can 
guarantee substantial scope for nonsensi-
cal combinations. In any case, here goes:

1. “Hello”: This word is absolutely cru-
cial if you’re carrying something in each 
hand and can’t manage to wave your paw. 

In many countries, the word for hello is 
the exact same as for goodbye, so learning 
how to greet someone is a double wham-
my. Don’t be too liberal in employing 
this assumption, as saying hello to some-
one when you’re leaving will leave them 
with a rather confused impression of your 
nationality.

2. “Please”: This is an absolute beauty of 
a word. Combined with any object or ser-
vice of your choice the world becomes your 
oyster (cold, closed and unresponsive). 
Water please, tiramisu please, Tibetan-hot-
stone-massage please — the list is infinite.

3. “Thanks”: This one is pretty vital if you 
don’t want to be going around nodding to 
people after they’ve done you a favor. Hav-
ing said that, if you’re not going back to 
the country any time soon, you probably 
should just focus on learning “please.”

4. “Toilets”: The truth is, you can defi-
nitely get away without knowing the word 
for the jacks/loo/lavatory/potty. However, 
after a few weeks of performing charades 
every time you need relief, this word does 
come in handy.

5. “Cheers”: Cheers is also a beauty of 
a word that can often be the difference 
between socializing and standing in the 
corner. In fact, “cheers” garners wide in-
ternational acclaim as both the shortest 

and most effective chat-up line when ap-
proaching a gender compatible with your 
sexuality.

6. “Irish”: Basically, you should rec-
ognise the word for your own nationality; 
mainly so you know when people are talk-
ing about you.

7. “Excuse me”: This is, of course, two 
words, but as you shall find in many lan-
guages, “excuse me” has been compacted 
into one. Before you waste any time learn-
ing this one you should first check whether 
repeating “please” with a slightly more 
apologetic tone will do the job. Financial 
compensation is another form of apolo-
gies, although in some countries this may 
be a little excessive when it comes to ex-
cusing your gentle sneeze.

8. “When?”: This question word is of 
particular use in areas where pointing to 

your pristine 12-carat gold watch is best 
avoided. However, for those with antiquat-
ed analogue wristbands, a useful trick is to 
point your index figure at it whilst making 
small circles; clockwise for future and anti-
clockwise for past.

9. “Water”: Without the word to de-
scribe the first element of human suste-
nance, you are likely to drink beer for the 
entirety of your vacation. You could also 
ask if the water is safe to drink. Just because 
the locals are standing there alive doesn’t 
imply the water is safe. They have probably 
gained immunity.

10. “Who English?”: At first, this mini-
mal two-word-combo may appear quite 
futile. However, if armed with a look of 
absolute confusion, locals immediately re-
alise you’re looking for an English speaker. 
When you’ve been lost for four months, 
have exhausted your granola bars but sur-
vived on wild honey, you’ll find that gram-
matical accuracy is pretty far up the pyra-
mid of human necessities.

And finally, to wrap things up, I loose-
ly quote a friend of J. Miller, a lab mate of 
mine. If in doubt, learn how to say “Don’t 
shoot, I’m a pencil!”. “Don’t shoot” ex-
plains you don’t want them to shoot and 
“I’m a pencil” explains that you clearly 
cannot speak the language.

Ten key words to learn in every language
“Don’t shoot, I’m a pencil!”

Keynesian quandaries: The debt deal aftermath
Weaknesses on both sides went unexploited by the opposing party

Social and foreign policy conservatives aren’t even 
in the back seat of the GOP — they’re locked in the 
trunk of the car, while tax-cut die-hards, deficit 
hawks, and small government types bicker over 
control of the wheel.

Obama stood several yards past the edge of a 
financial abyss, and offered Republicans a promise: 
if they took one step forward, he’d take one step 
forward too. Republicans standing at the edge of the 
cliff shouldn’t have needed telling that gravity exists.

It turns out that to 
be outrageously 
multilingual, you’d have 
to learn a new language 
about every five days, if 
you live to the age of 80.
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out of it. It’d be like paying $100 for a candy 
bar. Sure, the output is tasty, but it is defi-
nitely not worth the input.

But there seem to be problems more 
fundamental than unproductive meet-
ings. The former vice president-elect, who 
resigned shortly after being elected, point 
to an atmosphere that does not encourage 
collaboration, teamwork, or input from 
new members. Not only does the negative 
atmosphere seem to marginalize individu-
als who do not agree with the leadership, 
but it encourages playing politics over sub-
stantive policy. In a May 2011 column, last 
year’s UA President, Vrajesh Y. Modi ’11, 
claimed that the UA has still accomplished 
important goals. Certainly, the UA man-
aged to tangibly benefit students, but while 
Vrajesh sees the good outweighing the bad, 
I take the opposite view. The large number 
of resignations and student disillusionment 
with the UA points to more systemic prob-
lems. Even if the UA is able to accomplish 
a few of its goals, it cannot strongly advo-
cate for students when students themselves 
view the organization as dysfunctional. 

Some might argue that as MIT students, 
our academics come first. This is certainly 
true, but it is no excuse to bail on other 
commitments. Students still find time for 
athletics, volunteer work, and a variety of 

groups that are important to them. The Sen-
ate’s low retention rate does not point to an 
MIT student’s inability to balance commit-
ments, because that’s what MIT students 
excel at. Rather, it suggests that the UA is 
not important enough to them, whether be-
cause it is inefficient, fails at incorporating 
input from newcomers, or is just not a good 
atmosphere in which to work. Students 
care about issues on campus; we see this 

every time the administration announces a 
new policy that many students do not like. 
What students seem to fail to recognize is 
that student government is the group which 
addresses these issues. If you want to influ-
ence policy, then you should be involved in, 
or at least care about, student government.

The wave of resignations, including the 
prominent resignation of the vice presi-
dent-elect, along with the poor retention 
rates and consistent placement of politics 
over policy should be a wake-up call to 
the UA. But I harbor doubts that much will 
change, unless we force it to change. It is 
up to all of us, but perhaps none so much 
as you, the Class of 2015, to take back our 
student government and make the changes 
that need to be made. Later this year, the 
Committee on Restructuring will present a 
proposal to restructure the UA and it is the 
duty of all of us to ensure that this proposal 
will address the fundamental problems 
of the UA and the larger issue of student 
representation. “Student representation” 
refers to MIT’s multiple student govern-
ments: the UA, representing all students; 
Dormitory Council, representing the dor-
mitories collectively; the Inter-Fraternity 

Council (IFC), representing the fraternities; 
and the Pan-Hellenic Council, representing 
the sororities. Such a de-centralized gov-
ernment makes it difficult for the adminis-
tration to figure out which government(s) 
they should go to if they want input on a 
certain issue. Just one more item to add to 
the list of problems.

The UA’s problems are numerous. It 
will take more than an one person to cor-
rect them all. Rather, it will take a group of 
individuals all dedicated to implementing 
the kind of policies that will fix the UA. I 
certainly have a few ideas for solutions of 
my own, but I am curious to hear what you 
have to say, particularly members of the 
Class of 2015. I invite current students, es-
pecially the Class of 2015, to contact me at 
letters@tech.mit.edu with ideas. With the 
feedback I receive, I will run a second col-
umn around the time of elections regard-
ing how I — and, more importantly, all of 
you — believe the UA can be repaired. Until 
then, enjoy the free REX and Orientation 
food!

Senate retention data can be found 
on the UA’s website at http://ua.mit.edu/
structure/.

Living Pink (or blue, or green, or obsidian)
By Michael Veldman

Staff Columnist

While I realize that almost every fresh-
man has some anxiety about their move to 
their new home, I know that some of you 
have worries beyond not finding friends, 
spending REX alone, or flunking out after 
the first semester (which I’ll have you know 
is impossible thanks to pass/no record). 
Some of you also have to worry about re-
vealing an aspect of your identity that you 
might not even be comfortable with your-
self. You freshmen who identify as lesbian, 
gay, bisexual, or transgender have the add-
ed burden of finding a living group and a 
circle of friends who accept your deviation 
from traditional norms.

Well, deviants, I have good news! Our 
school is a wonderfully accepting place. One 

need only take a stroll down any corridor 
to see rainbow-colored “You Are Welcome 
Here” placards displayed in the windows 
of the many supportive faculty members. 
As it happens, we have some hard data on 
the topic as well. Last spring, LGBT@MIT 
surveyed student attitudes about queer 
kids in their living groups. (Anyone can 
access the results at livingpink.mit.edu). 
With a 30 percent response rate, we have 
a pretty good idea of how welcoming most 
dorms, sororities, fraternities, and inde-
pendent living groups are. Respondents 
were asked to rate on a 7-point scale vari-
ous metrics such as their level of comfort 
with members of the LGBT community, or 
their perception of their living group’s gen-
eral attitude toward LGBT individuals. They 
were also invited to elaborate by submitting 
comments, which number in the hundreds 

and can also be read on the website. Living 
group acceptance ranged from 6.8 out of 7 
at Senior House to one fraternity’s refusal 
to take part in the survey. While the survey 

does on some level suffer from response 
bias (14 percent of respondents identified 
as LGBTQ themselves, a proportion high-

er than in the general population) it does 
seem to match up with many queer upper-
classmen’s experiences.

On the whole, though, despite pockets 
of intolerance, the vast majority of campus 
seems to at the very least find sexual orien-
tation and gender identity of little conse-
quence for anyone but one’s self. (Perhaps 
this is a result of our peculiar obsession 
with academic achievement as the final ar-
biter of merit.) Regardless, any LGBT or ally 
freshman should check out the Living Pink 
guide — free copies can be picked up in 
the Rainbow Lounge. Whether you’re a gay 
dude trying out for the lacrosse team who 
just wants some friends to play CoD with or 
a blue-haired trans chick with a penchant 
for radical queer activism, the guide can be 
a valuable asset in your search for the right 
home.

UA resignations and low retention show need for change

The vast majority of 
campus seems to at 
the very least find 
sexual orientation and 
gender identity of little 
consequence for anyone 
but one’s self. 

It is up to all of us, but 
perhaps none so much 
as you, the Class of 2015, 
to take back our student 
government and make 
the changes that need to 
be made. 

MIT student government, from Page 4
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By Sam Markson
associate arts editor

Ravi Coltrane is maybe not 
for-the-semester music. Some-
times you need a specific cock-
tail, to regain your dignity, or 
remember what love feels like, 
or shake off some encroach-
ing loneliness, if only for 40–60 
minutes. Ravi Coltrane isn’t 

good for that. If I plan on getting 
work done, I’ll listen to Robert 
Fripp, or Radiohead. Maybe if I 
want to feel nostalgic, I’ll listen 
to Tom Waits or Animal Collec-
tive. These are specific cocktails. 
I enjoy them within a specific 
context. They are connected to 
people I know, and places where 
I’ve drunk them. These songs are 
the way I dogear the pages of life.

Coltrane is a bit different. He’s 
a bit special, since he, with the 
group Saxophone Summit, was 
one of the first groups I heard here 
in Boston (at the Regattabar). De-
spite that, I have no one scene 
that I identify with his music.

I’d be quite afraid to call Ravi 
Coltrane’s idiom a celebration 
of banality, but standing next to 
“Paranoid Android,” Coltrane 

certainly spends a lot more time 
with the earthly. His post-bop 
improvisations — their rapid 
transitions between consonance 
and dissonance — mirror our 
everyday oscillations in mood, 
only amplified and made dis-
cernible. These stimuli aren’t 
earth-moving events (we’re not 
all Robert Jordan), but the typical 
highs and lows of bird songs and 
stomachaches, hunger pangs 
and summer breezes. Not that 
the younger Coltrane doesn’t 
touch upon more melodramatic 
things like romantic love and 
psychopathic evil, but he ap-
proaches the spiritual (and the 
cynical) through the threshold 
of the mundane. After all, even 
Gandhi, Shakespeare, and Hitler 
spent the larger chunk of their 
day worrying about what to eat 
and where to shit than whatever 
it is that they’ve actually become 
famous for.

Perhaps it’s a matter of per-
spective. In contrast to the se-
mester — when it seems that you 
need a celebration of the dramat-
ic to justify the somewhat pain-
ful, soulless slogging we do here 
— in the summer it seems there’s 
something quite wise about mu-
sic that celebrates the banal, in 
the spirit of the banal.

I suppose I don’t really mean 
banal — I mean real. Listen-
ing to Ravi is a sort of return to 
thoughtfulness. There’s a lot of 
music that’s supposed to be like 
a rush of cocaine — dually ex-
citing and deadening. Walking 
out of a Ravi Coltrane show just 
opens you up to the same colors 
you saw walking in, but you feel 
as if you have a new vocabulary 
to express them. 

Coltrane has a certain raw-
ness to his playing. It’s not fin-
ished, it’s not some culmina-
tion. I think a younger me may 
have been looking for that, but 
even in jazz, music does not ex-
ist outside of people. Listening 
to Coltrane three years later, I’m 
still stunned by the man. I think 
that it takes a lot of faith to be an 
artist, or perhaps stupidity. But 
whichever it is, Coltrane man-
ages to keep making noise with a 
deep sincerity. It’s not something 
I could hope to describe. “I wish 
you were here to see it,” as Fripp 
might say, because being in love 
for a moment and for a year are 
very different things, and I’d like 
to think that Coltrane speaks to 
the latter. 

Props also to Coltrane’s 
quartet, comprising himself, E. 
J. Strickland on Drums, Drew 
Gress on Bass, and Luis Perdomo 
on piano. As a group, they cycled 
well between standards such as 
Monk’s Epistrophy and the elder 
Coltrane’s Giant Steps, as well as 
lesser known, heart-stoppingly 
lyrical tunes, such as Charlie 
Haden’s “For Turiya” (written for 
Ravi’s mother, Alice). 

Coltrane will be doing a resi-
dency at the Village Vanguard 
from September 20 to 25, and I 
highly recommend it. It’s a sch-
lep, but Coltrane’s music will 
stick with you. It certainly has for 
me. 

Ravi Coltrane
Jazzcub Unterfahrt

Munich, Germany

the 

&
an online student handbook

with information on mit policies 
and campus resouces

http://studentlife.mit.edu/mindandhandbook
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find information on the academic integrity and copyright policies on this website

Always the artist
Ravi Coltrane’s music is a refreshing taste of thoughtfulness

Sam Markson—The Tech

Ravi Coltrane, right, performing at Jazzcub Unterfahrt in Munich, Germany. Left, Drew Gress on bass.
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conditioned conference room, and 
new AC in the country kitchen. A 
brand new, modernized front desk 
was also constructed.

The changes have been made as 
a result of a collaboration between 
Next House Exec — the dorm’s stu-
dent government — and the MIT 
Housing Office. For example, Next 
Exec purchased the new exercise 
equipment and are helping to orga-
nize the improved TFL. 

“Next House was just a really 
tired dorm”, Dennis Collins, Direc-
tor of Housing, said, “The desk at 
Next was one of the few desks that 
had never been upgraded, it hadn’t 
been touched since Next opened in 
1980. We’ve made really nice chang-
es to the desk as well as the court-
yard and other areas.”

The improvements in Next are 
being finished over the course of 
the next week. Residents of Next 
House who already moved back in 
are generally reacting positively to 
the new changes.

“I think the renovations really 
help Next House further have that 
community feel and also make it an 
even cleaner, easier, and beautiful 
place to live”, resident Erica L. Lai 
’14 said.

New House has also seen im-
provements. New had its fire alarm 
system upgraded and brought up 
to today’s fire codes, much like the 
changes MacGregor underwent last 
year. New House’s air conditioning 
unit was replaced with a new, more 
efficient and energy-saving system. 
Although some residents already 
in New express dissatisfaction that 
the AC system is not currently on 
and that the fire alarms are still be-
ing tested, president of New House 
TyShaun Wynter ’13 remains opti-
mistic that the changes are for the 
better. 

“I think that [the renovations] 
are a good thing”, Wynter said, “The 
previous air conditioning unit was 
over 30 years old and I personally 
feel safer with the new fire alarm 
system.”

Although Collins said that there 
was not much else that Facilities 
and the Housing Office could do to 
New while the fire alarms were be-
ing upgraded, MIT did replace the 
flooring in some of the kitchen ar-
eas. The dorm’s emergency genera-
tor was configured so that New and 
MacGregor would run on the same 
machine.

“We have our hopes that [the 
renovations in New] will be done 
in the next few weeks”, Collins said. 
The AC will be turned on with com-
pletion of the renovations.

Next and New are not the only 
dorms that underwent changes 
over the summer. All of the dorms 
undergo routine maintenance ev-
ery summer including spot repairs, 
paint jobs, as well as new carpets 
and furniture as needed. Col-
lins said that the Housing Office is 
about to start working with the stu-
dents of Senior House to complete-
ly replace all of their furniture over 
the course of the next five years. The 
bathrooms of East Campus were 
also completely inspected and re-
paired, and all of the dining dorms 
received upgrades to their dining 
halls to prepare for the new dining 
plan.

The next dorm to receive a big 
renovation like Next did this year 
has not yet been decided,

Collins continually emphasized 
the importance of having different 
dorms closed each summer.

“Every summer we have build-
ings closed”, Collins said, “It gives 
the buildings a rest and gives us the 
time to complete major work that 
we can’t do when people are living 
there. We work closely with house-
masters and house presidents and 
they are generally happy with the 
work that we are able to do.”

Entrepreneurial Course Highlights
Fall 2011

Fall 2011 Courses
15.360
Introduction to Technological Entrepreneurship  

Instructor(s): E. Roberts

Room: E51-345

Units: 3

Prereq(s)/Restr(s): Permission of 
instructor, E and I Students
Preregistation required

Description:
Overview of the fi eld of entrepreneurial theory and practice for 
development and growth of technology-based new enterprises. 
Introduction to the MIT ecosystem of entrepreneurship. Weekly 
lectures by academic and practitioner faculty engaged in the MIT 
Entrepreneurship Program, supplemented by presentations by 
and discussions with leaders of MIT entrepreneurship-related 
activities, e.g,. Technology Licensing Offi ce, Deshpande Center, 
Venture Mentoring Service, as well as successful entrepreneurs 
and venture capitalists. Required entry course for E & I option.

15.366
Energy Ventures

Instructor(s): B. Aulet/T. Hynes/ F. O’Sullivan

Room: 32-124

Units: 12

Prereq(s)/Restr(s):  15.910 or 15.911; 
15.390 or 15.371J; 10.391 or 19.579; 
or Permission of instructor 
Coreq: 15.933 recommended
Preregistation required

Description:
Project-based subject focusing on energy sector companies. Ex-
plores how innovation and entrepreneurial concepts apply (or do 
not apply) to the signifi cant opportunities in this quarter. Teams of 
MIT Sloan and other MIT students create new ventures specifi -
cally aimed at the energy sector. Lectures guide teams through key 
elements of their projects. Concurrent enrollment in 15.933 recom-
mended.

15.369 H2
Corporate Entrepreneurship: Strategies for 
Technology-Based New Business Development

Instructor(s): A. Kacperczyk/ V. Livada 

Room: E62-223

Units: 6

Prereq(s)/Restr(s): 15.351
Coreq: 15.350
Preregistation required

Description:
Strategic and organizational issues in the development of new 
technologies and new business areas for existing fi rms. Issues 
examined from the perspectives of both large corporations and 
emerging technology-based enterprises. Linkages between in-
ternal and external sources of technology in major new business 
development. Examination of internal entrepreneurial ventures, 
alliances (especially between large and new companies), joint 
ventures, acquisitions, corporate venture capital investments, and 
licensing as alternative business development approaches. Cov-
ers aspects of corporate business development other than mergers 
and acquisition (M & A) activities. Outside speakers supplement 
faculty lectures. Student teams prepare term reports on a competi-
tive analysis of some aspect of corporate business development. 
Half-term subject. 

15.371J/ 10.807J
Innovation Teams 

Instructor(s): N. Afeyan/L. Perez-Breva

Room: 32-144

Units: 12

Prereq(s)/Restr(s): 15.911 
or permission of instructor
Preregistation required

Description:
Students work in teams to develop commericialization strate-
gies for innovative research projects generated in MIT laborato-
ries. Projects cover critical aspects of commercialization, from 
selecting the target application and market for the technology 
to developing an intellectual property strategy and performing a 
competitive analysis. Instruction provided in communication and 
teamwork skills, as well as analysis of the challenges and ben-
efi ts of technology transfer. Includes lectures, guest speakers, 
and extensive team coaching. Designed primarily for students in 
engineering, science, and management. Applications, resumes, 
and a brief statement of interest are required prior to registration. 

15.375J
Developmental Entrepreneurship 

Instructor(s): S. Pentland

Room: E14-633

Units: 12

Prereq(s)/Restr(s): Permission
of instructor 
Preregistation required

Description:
Seminar on founding, fi nancing, and building entrepreneurial ven-
tures in developing nations. Challenges students to craft enduring 
and economically viable solutions to the problems faced by these 
countries. Cases illustrate examples of both successful and failed 
businesses, and the diffi culties in deploying and diffusing products 
and services through entrepreneurial action. Explores a range of 
established and emerging business models, as well as new busi-
ness opportunities enabled by emerging technologies in MIT labs 
and beyond. Students develop a business plan executive summary 
suitable for submission in the MIT $100K Entrepreneurship Com-
petition $1K Warm-Up.

15.377J /6.932J
Linked Data Ventures 

Instructor(s): T. Berners-Lee

Room: 32-144

Units: 12

Prereq(s)/Restr(s):
6.005, 6.033 
or permission of instructor 

Description:
Provides practical experience in the use and development 
of semantic web technologies. Focuses on gaining practical 
insight from executives and practitioners who use these tech-
nologies in their companies. Working in multidisciplinary teams, 
students complete a term project to develop a sustainable pro-
totype. Concludes with a professional presentation, judged by 
a panel of experts, and a technical presentation to faculty. 

15.383 H2
Entrepreneurship and Sustainable Economic 
Development: The Case of Puerto Rico 
(meets H2 into IAP)

Instructor(s):  R. Locke

Room: E51-315

Units: 9

Prereq(s)/Restr(s): n/a

Description:
Examines the role entrepreneurship can play in promoting sustain-
able economic development. Focuses on the causes of socioeco-
nomic maladies such as unemployment, poverty, out-migration, 
and economic stagnation, as well as how entrepreneurship can 
alleviate them. A core component of the subject is a team-based 
internship during IAP that is based at an entrepreneurial fi rm in 
Puerto Rico. 

15.385 H1
Social Innovation and Entrepreneurship

Instructor(s):  A. Wolk

Room: E62-250

Units: 6

Prereq(s)/Restr(s): 15.911
Preregistation required

Description:
Students work in teams to develop a feasibility plan for a social 
venture (either a for profi t or nonprofi t). Feasibility studies will in-
tegrate the marketing, fi nancial, operational and organizational 
activities required to realize an opportunity. Examines the theory 
and practice of social innovation (e.g., business, environment, 
education, and human services) and entrepreneurship in the pri-
vate, public and nonprofi t sectors. Discussion topics include social 
impact modeling, social capital markets, and social impact assess-
ment. Students gain practical knowledge on how to identify poten-
tial social venture opportunities; develop skills and competencies 
for creating, developing and implementing ideas; and examine 
ways to measure the success and value of social entrepreneurial 
activity.

15.386 H2
Managing in Adversity

Instructor(s): H. Anderson/P. Kurzina

Room: E51-345

Units: 6

Prereq(s)/Restr(s): 15.900
Preregistation required

Description:
Provides the skills required for a CEO to deal with complex prob-
lems under highly adverse conditions. Cases and guest CEO 
speakers present real-life, high adversity situations that students 
then deal with through role play. Emphasis on how to quickly defi ne 
the issues at stake and take critical and precipitous actions to ad-
dress them. No Listeners.

15.387
Technology Sales and Sales Management

Instructor(s): H. Anderson

Room: E62-276

Units: 12

Prereq(s)/Restr(s): n/a

Description:
Practical and tactical ins and outs of how to sell technical prod-
ucts to a sophisticated marketplace. How to build and manage 
a sales force; building compensation systems for a sales force, 
assigning territories, resolving disputes, and dealing with channel 
confl icts. Focus on selling to customers, whether through a direct 
salesforce, a channel salesforce, or building an OEM relation-
ship.

15.389 A
Global Entrepreneurship Lab: Asia-Pacifi c and the Middle East

Instructor(s): Y. Huang/M. Lester

Room: E62-223

Units: 15

Prereq(s)/Restr(s): Graduate

Description:
Enables teams of students to work with the top management of global start-ups and gain 
experience in starting and running a new enterprise outside the United States. Focuses on 
start-ups operating in various emerging markets. Lectures expose students to the issues and 
policies that affect the climate for innovation and start-up success around the world. Begins in 
Fall term and continues for three weeks during IAP, when students spend time at project sites. 
Concludes with poster session in GLAB day at beginning of the Spring term. Students must 
complete all three components to receive credit. Restricted to graduate students. A: Asia-
Pacifi c Section B: Latin America, Africa, and Middle East.

15.389 B
Global Entrepreneurship Lab: Latin America and Africa. 

Instructor(s):
M. Jester/S. Johnson/S. Loessberg

Room: E62-262

Units: 15

Prereq(s)/Restr(s): Graduate

Description:
Enables teams of students to work with the top management of global start-ups and gain 
experience in starting and running a new enterprise outside the United States. Focuses on 
start-ups operating in various emerging markets. Lectures expose students to the issues and 
policies that affect the climate for innovation and start-up success around the world. Begins in 
Fall term and continues for three weeks during IAP, when students spend time at project sites. 
Concludes with poster session in GLAB day at beginning of the Spring term. Students must 
complete all three components to receive credit. 
Restricted to graduate students. A: Asia-Pacifi c Section B: Latin America, Africa, and Middle 
East.

15.390 A/B
New Enterprises

Instructor(s):
A: W. Aulet/S. Stern
B: H. Anderson/S. Stern

Room:
A:E62-276
B:32-141

Units: 9

Prereq(s)/Coreq(s):
15.900, 15.911

Description:
Covers the process of identifying and quantifying market op-
portunities, then conceptualizing, planning, and starting a new, 
technology-based enterprise. Topics include opportunity as-
sessment, the value proposition, the entrepreneur, legal is-
sues, entrepreneurial ethics, the business plan, the founding 
team, seeking customers and raising funds. Students develop 
detailed business plans for a start-up. Intended for students 
who want to start their own business, further develop an exist-
ing business, be a member of a management team in a new 
enterprise, or better understand the entrepreneur and the en-
trepreneurial process.

15.391 H2
Early Stage Capital

Instructor(s): S. Loessberg

Room: E51-395

Units: 6

Prereq(s)/Restr(s):
Permission of instructor 

Description:
Focuses on the strategy and tactics involved in negotiating and 
building effective, long-term relationships with investors, particu-
larly venture capitalists, in an extremely diffi cult funding environ-
ment. Other topics include: introduction to understanding venture 
capital as a business; introduction to search funds; the legal 
framework of the investment process and its related jargon; mar-
ket practice and standards for term sheet negotiation; and strate-
gies in identifying the optimal form of early stage capital. Course-
work is team-centered: in two rounds of simulations, student 
teams assume the roles of founders of a start-up and fi rst meet 
with practicing lawyers to gain advice and practical experience 
working with professional advisers. Teams negotiate fi nal terms of 
investment for their company with leading local VCs. Simulations 
are outside of class, off-campus at lawyers’ and VCs’ offi ces. 

15.399
Entrepreneurship Lab

Instructor(s): J. Dougherty/S. Stern

Room: 32-144

Units: 12

Prereq(s)/Restr(s): 15.910 or 15.911

Description:
MIT Entrepreneurship Lab (ELab) is a course that pairs teams of 
MIT and Harvard students with local startup companies for target-
ed consulting on critical business areas.

Companies are typically tech-intensive, are intellectual property-
based, have fewer than 40 employes, and have at least one round 
of outside funding.  Popular sectors include (but are not limited to) 
cleantech, lifesciences, mobile, and online.

15.615
Basic Business Law for the Entrepreneur 
and Manager

Instructor(s): J. Akula

Room: E51-325

Units: 9

Prereq(s)/Restr(s): n/a

Description:
One of three alternative courses (15.615, 15.616, and 15.617) 
each designed to provide managers with the solid foundation in 
business law needed to exercise judgment and leadership when 
confronting a broad range of complex law-sensitive issues. Orga-
nizing a new company, venture capital, contracts, liability, employ-
ment, intellectual property, taking a company public, antitrust, man-
agerial and corporate crime, going international, selling a business, 
bankruptcy and reorganization, and business disputes. Focus on 
US law but comparisons to other systems. 

15.912 A/B H1
Strategic Management of Innovation 
and Entrepreneurship 

Instructor(s): J. Davis

Room: E62-233

Units: 6

Prereq(s)/Restr(s): n/a

Description:
Considers the challenges and opportunities involved in managing 
innovation in high-growth and large organizations, including the 
design and execution of innovation portfolios, technology allianc-
es, acquisitions and corporate venturing in large organizations. 
Also focuses on issues concerning organizational structure and 
incentives for scientists and engineers engaged in innovation and 
product development.

15.933 H1
Strategic Opportunities in Energy

Instructor(s): A. Meggs/H. Weil

Room: E62-223

Units: 6

Prereq(s)/Restr(s): 15.900
or permission of instructor 

Description:
Provides frameworks for understanding the structure and dynam-
ics of the energy sector and the strategic opportunities available 
within it. Opportunities (in sources, uses, and interfaces) resulting 
from emerging technologies, market dynamics, and changing poli-
cies are analyzed using these frameworks, and are addressed from 
the perspectives of established energy companies, technology 
developers, equipment and service suppliers, fi nancial players, and 
entrepreneurs. Find faculty bios, 

videos, and additional course info 
at entrepreneurship.mit.edu
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15.360: Introduction 
to Technological 
Entrepreneurship

15.366: Energy Ventures 15.369 H2: Corporate 
Entrepreneurship

15.371J/10.807J: Innovation 
Teams

15.375J: Developmental 
Entrepreneurship

15.377J/6.93J: Linked Data 
Ventures

15.383 H2: Entrepreneurship 
and Sustainable Economic 
Development

15.385 H1: Social Innovation 
and Entrepreneurship

15.386 H2: Managing in 
Adversity

15.387: Technology Sales 
and Sales Management

15.389 A/B: Global 
Entrepreneurship Lab 15.390 A/B: New Enterprises

15.391 H2: Early Stage 
Capital

15.399: Entrepreneurship 
Lab

15.615: Basic Business Law 
for the Entrepreneur and 
Manager

15.912 A/B H1: Strategic 
Management of Innovation 
and Entrepreneurship

15.933 H1: Strategic 
Opportunities in Energy

Find more information at 
entrepreneurship.mit.edu

15.371J/10.807J: Innovation Teams
Students work in teams to develop commercialization strategies for innovative research projects generated in MIT 
laboratories. Projects cover critical aspects of commercialization, from selecting the target application and market for the 
technology to developing an intellectual property strategy and performing a competitive analysis. Instruction provided in 
communication and teamwork skills, as well as analysis of the challenges and benefits of technology transfer. Includes 
lectures, guest speakers, and extensive team coaching. Designed primarily for students in engineering, science, and 
management. Applications, resumes, and a brief statement of interest are required prior to registration.
Prereq: 15.911 or permission of instructor
Units: 4-4-4
Lecture: MW EVE (5.30-8 PM) (32-144)
Instructors: Luis Perez-Breva, Noubar Afeyan
15.390: New Enterprises
Covers the process of identifying and quantifying market opportunities, then conceptualizing, planning, and starting a 
new, technology-based enterprise. Topics include opportunity assessment, the value proposition, the entrepreneur, legal 
issues, entrepreneurial ethics, the business plan, the founding team, seeking customers and raising funds. Students 
develop detailed business plans for a start-up. Intended for students who want to start their own business, further develop 
an existing business, be a member of a management team in a new enterprise, or better understand the entrepreneur and 
the entrepreneurial process.
Units: 2-1-6
Lecture: MW2.30-4 (E62-276) or MW4-5.30 (32-141) 
Instructors: Section A:  Bill Aulet, Scott Stern; Section B: Howard Anderson, Scott Stern

Solution to Crossword
from page 14

John A. Hawkinson—The Tech

Yet another camera (left) was recently added to those monitoring campus from atop the Green 
Building. The new camera, ensconsced in its dome on the south-east corner of the rooftop, appears to 
be remotely controllable, unlike the previous two cameras still mounted on the roof. It overlooks the 
Dot, the East Campus dormitory, Walker Memorial, and Building 14. Thomas W. Komola of the Security 
and Emergency Management Office indicated he’d be happy to discuss the new camera next week 
after the hurricane was over. The original two cameras were installed last fall.

Dorm maintenance 
done over summer
Undergraduate and graduate 
dorms closed on rotating basis
Dorm renovations, from Page 1

New students, and new cameras

‘I personally feel 
safer with the new 
fire alarm system.’

–TyShaun Wynter ’13
New House president

jessica l. wass—The Tech
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jessica l. wass—The Tech

Discover Ocean Engineering participant Jiaming Zeng ’15 
modifies her underwater video-taking robot.

By Katie Bodner and Amita Gupta

Every year, freshmen flock to campus 
early to explore engineering, play with phys-
ics, go hiking, become leaders, observe the 
stars and — most importantly — bond with 
their fellow classmates. These Freshman Pre-
Orientation Programs (FPOPs) have brought 
the Class of 2015 on campus a week early to 
get a brief introduction to one aspect of the 
Institute.

Rodrigo Paniza ’15, participating in Dis-
cover Civil and Environmental Engineering 
(DCEE), enjoyed “building in the lab and 
hanging out in Boston,” while fellow DCEE 
participant Whitney S. Loo ’15 agreed that 
“we’ve bonded over our turbines not work-
ing.” DCEE participants will compete to build 
the best and most environmentally-friendly 
wind turbine, all of which will go on display 
Aug. 27 in Room 1-390 at 1:00 p.m.

Nathan A. Spielberg ’15 of Discover Me-
chanical Engineering, said, “I think it is really 

awesome that we were able to turn electric 
screw drivers into soccer playing robots and 
learn all of the methods to do so as well as 
meeting really cool people.” Similarly, fresh-
men students like Candice I. Kaplan ’15 were 
exposed to building underwater robots in 
Discover Ocean Engineering.

Other FPOP participants are also getting 
to apply new knowledge in fun ways. Ethan A. 
Klein ’15 described “smashing roses by freez-
ing them with liquid nitrogen” in Discover 
Physics. In Discover Energy: Learn, Think, 
Apply (DELTA), Francis X. Chen ’15 got to 
play the part of a politician by simulating a UN 
Climate Conference — admitting that, just as 
real politicians, “we spent a lot of time yell-
ing at each other.” Fellow DELTA participant 
Priyanka M. Chatterjee ’15 explained how she 
got to build and test her own spectrometer. 
Erin M. Bailie ’15 described how a Course XII 
undergraduate Teaching Assistant in the Dis-
cover Earth and Planetary Sciences: Extreme 
Weather and Climate (DEAPS) hilariously 

explained positive and negative feedback by 
“telling us about her high school boyfriends.” 
Another DEAPS participant, Christopher J. 
Klingshirn ’15, spent part of high school as a 
weather spotter for the National Weather Ser-
vice and was excited, like Bailie, about yester-
day’s overnight trip to Mount Washington in 
New Hampshire.

Alternatively, some FPOPs have been 
covering non-science themes, such as the 
Freshman Arts Program (FAP). FAP partici-
pant Mitali S. Kini ’15 enjoyed learning about 
bhangra dance and a capella singing. In FAP, 
participants are separated into one of seven 
disciplines including dance and the visual 
arts and spend three hours a day in their spe-
cific groups.

As a fun break, on Wednesday Aug. 24, 
around 100 new freshmen gathered in Lobby 
7 to play capture the flag. Katie Y. Lee ’15 of 
DELTA said, “Even though I won’t remember 
names, I’ll recognize a lot of faces later on 
campus.”

Ethan a. solomon—The Tech

Incoming freshmen take advantage of fun opportunities to use 
high tech, expensive equipment such as laser printers in the Dis-
cover Materials Science and Engineering Pre-Orientation program.

Class of 2015 invades campus… early
An article written about FPOPers, by FPOPers

Editor’s Note 
Today’s issue of The Tech in-

cludes this special section, with 
content created by Class of 2015 
members of Discover Journal-
ism (TechPOP), a new print 
journalism-focused Freshman 
Pre-Orientation Program. Since 
Tuesday, TechPOP has intro-
duced students to the world of 

newspaper publishing — they 
have toured The Boston Globe 
and The Tech’s printer, MassWeb 
Printing Company, Inc.; inter-
viewed students and members of 
the MIT faculty, and spoken with 
the MIT Knight Science Journal-
ism Fellows. The content con-
tained herein is the final product 
of a whirlwind day of interview-
ing members of the MIT com-
munity, photographing around 

campus, designing layouts, and 
writing articles and columns. We 
hope that you enjoy the work our 
students have produced!

Listing all of the people and 
groups who have aided the FPOP 
would exceed our space here, but 
we especially must thank the fol-
lowing: The Everett Moore Baker 
Memorial Foundation and the 
Office of Undergraduate Advis-
ing and Academic Programming 

for graciously providing funding; 
Simmons Hall Housemasters 
John M. Essigmann PhD ’76 and 
Ellen M. Essigmann PhD ’80, 
as well as Simmons Associate 
Housemaster Steven R. Hall ’80, 
for providing the initial faculty 
support, use of Simmons Hall fa-
cilities, and funding via the Wil-
liam R. and Betsy P. Leitch chair; 
and FPOP organizers from with-
in the UAAP, including Elizabeth 

C. Young and Laura Maxim, for 
their patience and support as 
we worked to build this program 
from the bottom up.

Ethan A. Solomon ’12 and 
Jessica L. Wass ’14 served 
as counselors for Discover 
Journalism.

— Pearle Lipinski ’12 and 
Joseph Maurer ’12, 2011 Dis-
cover Journalism (TechPOP) 
Coordinators

Amita Gupta

Freshmen Arts Program dancers 
Mitali Kini ’15 and Francisco X. Peña 
’15 (top) stand by their artwork painted 
on the windows of the Student Center.

Maseeh to hold in-house 
lottery mixer

Tired of the same old floor and wing rush in every 
other dormitory? How about a mixer instead? After 
much debate over how the Maseeh Hall in-house re-
adjustment lottery will work, a deal was reached be-
tween the Maseeh housing advisors and the house 
government. On Aug. 30, the house government will 
hold a mixer for all those who have entered the lot-
tery. Immediately after the mixer, attendees must 
fill out a form indicating with whom and where they 
would like to live. On the next day, the new room-
mates move in.

As early as Aug. 25, residents can indicate their 
intent to enter the lottery. Confirmation of this 
choice must be sent to the Maseeh house president, 
Virginia L. Nicholson ’12, by Aug. 29.

Those who are satisfied with their rooms and 
roommates have squatters rights, are not required 
to give up their spots, and may not attend the mixer.

— Ian M. Gorodisher IAN M. GORODISHER AND JESSICA L. WASS—THE TECH

SylEr Wagner
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By Ian Gorodisher

The American Recovery and 
Reinvestment Act of 2009, com-
monly known as the Stimulus, 
opened the door to many proj-
ects in America. ARRA aimed to 
boost America’s economy out 
of a recession that plagued the 
entire world. It paved the way 
for many things: $90.9 billion 
for education, with $2 billion 
specifically for Head Start and a 
17 percent increase in the maxi-
mum Pell Grant to $5,350, and 
tax reductions for the middle 
class by $237 billion. Unfortu-
nately for America, it indirectly 
led to the emergence of the Tea 
Party movement. This move-
ment has done nothing produc-
tive for America and has only 
caused further interruptions in 
the country’s already strenuous 
democratic process. 

In its first year, the Tea Party 
Caucus, chaired by Rep. Michele 
Bachmann (R-MN), came host 

to 60 members of the House and 
four from the Senate. Although 
the caucus claims no other po-
litical affiliation, every Tea Party 
Caucus member is also a part of 
the Republican Caucus.

Backers of the Tea Party Ca-
caus have proven willing to 
take Capitol Hill all the way to 
the edge of the disaster in their 
vehement stance against taxa-
tion and government spending. 
In the case of the recent debate 
over the debt ceiling, they almost 
went too far.

Since the debt ceiling was 
first raised in 1962, Congress has 
voted to raise the debt ceiling 74 

times on a non-partisan basis.
So why was this time any dif-

ferent? It can all be traced back 
to the Tea Party. Ms. Bachmann, 
the well groomed figurehead of 
the party, publicly stated numer-
ous times that she had no in-
tention of voting for the Budget 
Control Act of 2011 — the com-
promise ultimately reached by 
both chambers of Congress to 
raise the debt ceiling. She tried 
to comfort her colleagues and 
constituents into believing that 
there would be no fallout from 
not raising the U.S.’s borrowing 
limit. “I want to state unequivo-
cally for the world, as well as 
for the markets, as well as for 
the American people: I have no 
doubt that we will not lose the 
full faith and credit of the Unit-
ed States,” said Bachmann last 
month. 

Normally, such a small mi-
nority like the Tea Party, which 
accounts for less than 14 percent 
of the House, would not have the 

power to influence the passage 
of a bill. Unfortunately, due to 
the Tea Party’s unrelenting abil-
ity to actively avoid any compro-
mise and the maleable backbone 
of the Republican leadership, the 
relative whispers of Bachmann’s 
likeminded colleagues became a 
perpetual chant against any at-
tempt at a bipartisan solution. 

After House Speaker John 
Boehner (R-OH) and his fellow 
Republicans broke up many at-
tempts at compromise between 

both parties by stepping away 
from the table, a solution was 
finally hammered out. The com-

promise included an estimated 
$917 billion in cuts over ten years 
without raising revenue. It un-
does many of the benefits of the 
2009 ARRA, while not touch-
ing any entitlement programs 
— programs which account for 
over half the annual budget. This 
settlement insures that not only 
will future sessions of Congress 
have the same battle, but will 
also have less money as a buffer.

Markets did not react to the 
compromise kindly. Standard & 
Poor’s downgrade of the U.S.’s 
credit score, from AAA to AA+, 
did not have to happen. In their 
attempt to shrink the United 
States government and make it 
more accountable, the Tea Party 
has only hindered the progress of 
America and threatened future 
generations. Our parents taught 
us to get along with our friends, 
siblings and even enemies. The 
Tea Party should take a lesson 
from the nation’s second graders 
and learn how to compromise. 

Opinion:

Tea Party of America: Slowing down the future
Conservative fringe group derails American government

By Shri R. Ganeshram and 
Syler Wagner

Getting to Stanford is as easy 
as walking to the Stata Center, 
thanks to the Institute’s newly in-
stalled “wormhole.”

The Forbes Family Café in the 
Stata Center now has a real-time 
communications portal to Stan-
ford, consisting of a high resolu-
tion video camera; a clear, vivid 
screen; and a set of three highly 
advanced speakers and micro-
phones. Connecting the worm-
hole to Stanford is a 1 megabit 
per second down and up stream 
and a low latency connection 
(between 100 ms and 200 ms) to 
keep the conversations between 
students and faculty of the uni-
versities from lagging — in other 
words, the Stata Center basically 
has a supercharged Skype setup.

But what’s the use of this? How 
does this differ from the standard 
laptop Skype conversation? “This 
is more socially interactive than 
doing it on a laptop,” explained 
Kevin L. Brown ’88, of Brown In-
novations and the man behind 
the acoustics of the wormhole. “It 
can be a casual gathering kind of 
atmosphere.”

Although videoconferencing 
technology has been around for 
years, the wormhole presents a 
unique acoustic challenge due to 

the noisy cafe environment.
Indeed, creating the worm-

hole wasn’t an easy feat. “In this 
very challenging environment, 
you can’t just use a microphone,” 
Brown said. As the Forbes Café 
is a public place, there is a con-
siderable amount of noise in the 
environment; a normal micro-
phone setup would pick up the 
noise, and speakers would either 
contribute to the noise or the 
audio output would be unclear. 
Also, a low-resolution video chat, 
like those conducted on Skype, 
wouldn’t be clear enough to sim-
ulate a real life lunch or breakfast 
conversation — one of the main 
purposes of the wormhole.

The Tandberg videoconfer-
encing unit, a $15,000 device 
described by Brown as “the 
brains behind the connection”, 
takes care of the necessary soft-
ware and power needed to run 
the wormhole. The three micro-
phones and speakers were deliv-
ered by Brown Innovations.

The wormhole consists of a 
dome on top and a dome on bot-
tom to help filter the voices from 
the noise in the environment. 
“The dome embedded in the ta-
ble contains three separate dedi-
cated microphones, one for each 
person sitting at the table. When 
you’re talking, you have this 
whole surface area that is collect-
ing your voice in this very noisy 
environment and redirecting all 
of those sound waves to your spe-
cific [microphone], which makes 
it incredibly efficient and highly 
directional.” Brown explained. 
The overhead dome contains 
three speakers and redirects the 
sound waves directly to the users 
of the wormhole.

Using a software system called 
Smart Volume technology, the 
volume of the system will in-
crease automatically in adjust-
ment to the background noise, 
but not to the point of disturbing 
surrounding tables. “We wanted 
it to be just loud enough to be un-
derstood and heard”, Brown said. 
The type of audio and video com-
pression will adapt as the con-
nection speed changes.

Upon its opening, the worm-
hole will be open to anyone and 
everyone 24/7, with no login, ap-
proval or moderation required. 
For MIT students, this could mean 
cranking out their next p-set with 

newfound friends or old buddies 
from the Pacific. The future of the 
growing connection between the 
two universities awaits.

According to Brown, Bert 

Forbes ’66 and his wife, Can-
dace, a Stanford graduate — the 
namesakes of the Forbes Café — 
are interested in bringing worm-
holes to other universities; Brown 
hopes to see this technology 
implemented in chains like Mc-
Donald’s and Starbucks, so that 
users can select a location and 
converse with friends around the 
globe over coffee.

For now, though, dates 
through the wormhole can only 
occur in Cambridge and Palo 
Alto. Expect to be able to grab 
some coffee with your friends in 
Cali within the next few weeks.

ethan a. solomon—The Tech

Speakers placed in a plastic dome above the table of the worm-
hole direct audio to students at MIT from those at Stanford.

Ethan A. Solomon—The Tech

Kevin L. Brown ’88 (left) sits in MIT’s Forbes Family Café in Building 32, and demonstrates the new 
wormhole by talking to Neal Soderquist (right), who is sitting in Stanford University’s Forbes Family Café.

Stata café wormhole creates portal to Palo Alto
Innovative device facilitates transcontinental chats between MIT and Stanford

The wormhole 
presents a unique 
acoustic challenge 
due to the noisy 
café environment.

Upon its opening, 
the wormhole will 
be open to anyone 
and everyone 
24/7, with no 
login, approval 
or moderation 
required.

The Tea Party 
has only caused 
interruptions 
in the country’s 
democratic 
process. The debt deal 

undoes many of 
the benefits of the 
Stimulus, while 
not touching 
entitlements.
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By Amita Gupta

Potential members of the MIT 
Class of 2016 are surfing through 
a vastly different MIT Admissions 
website (http://www.mitadmis-
sions.org). The site, launched in 
2004, underwent its first major 
upgrade on July 11. The process in-
volved simplifying access to links 
formerly hidden on the admis-
sions site and launching the new 
MIT Wiki (http://www.mitadmis-
sions.org/wiki), which can be ed-
ited by any user with an mit.edu 
email address.

“With our old website, there 
were two complaints. One was that 
we offered too much information 
and one was that we didn’t offer 
enough information,” MIT Admis-
sions Counselor for Web Commu-
nications Chris Peterson cited as 
reasons for the changes.

MIT Admissions began think-

ing about resolving this paradox 
and redesigning its website as 
early as Feb. 2009. The sleek new 
site streamlines much of the ap-
plication materials contained in 
the original twelve navigational 
buttons under five new tabs — 
Discover, Apply, Afford, Visit, and 
Follow. The remaining details 
about MIT student life and culture 
were moved to approximately 80–
100 pages on the MIT Admissions 
Wiki.

According to Peterson, since 
the change, analytics suggest that 
people spend about 20 percent 
more time on the admissions 
site than they used to, and their 
daily site actions have gone up by 
about a factor of five. Additionally, 
bounce rate — the rate at which 
people leave a site after visiting just 
one page — has decreased signifi-
cantly. However, a few of the many 
active site visitors to Peterson’s ad-

missions site blog commented that 
they missed some of the comfort 
and color of the old site.

“It just made you happy to look 
at it,” said Lee Gross ’15 of the for-
mer brightness of the site.

The MIT Wiki is designed to be 
simple to use, and any MIT student 
can add or edit a page.

The brown sidebar includes 
features like the “Random Page” 
button, which lets users ran-
domly access pages ranging from 
the housing lottery to the Hawaii 
Club of MIT and REX to the Road-
kill Buffet. According to Peterson, 
there are currently around 184 ac-
counts, about 30 of which belong 
to admissions staff and bloggers 
who began editing several pages. 
A Baker House graduate, MIT Ad-
missions officer Matthew McGann 
’00 added information from The 
Tech’s and Institute archives to the 
Baker House page partly as an ex-

ample of what a “fully-built page 
would look like.”

Unlike the MIT Admissions site, 
which is driven by the sometimes 
poetic narratives of the blogs, the 
MIT Wiki is intended to be a facts-
driven site influenced by students’ 
interest in spreading knowledge 
and accuracy. McGann believes 
that partly due to “good Google 
karma,” many students will be able 
to find articles about activities they 
are involved in and use the MIT 
Admissions Wiki to promote their 
student group, living group and 
other things that they care about 
at MIT.

“There are a number of student 
groups that, if you Google them, 
a Wiki page, whether it’s good or 
very basic comes up very highly in 
the page rankings,” he said.

As students contribute to the 
MIT Admissions Wiki pages, Pe-
terson trusts that students will be 

well-intentioned and that they 
will monitor each other against 
inaccuracy and vandalism. The 
third layer of protection includes 
MIT Admissions student staffer 
Michelle E. Szucs ’14 (also a Tech 
copy editor) and former MIT Ad-
missions blogger Mollie A. Wood-
worth ’06, who will both have the 
duty of quality control and conflict 
resolution similar to moderators 
on the original Wikipedia.org.

When students and staffers 
change page information, the Wiki 
can serve almost as a digital ar-
chive. Peterson said that the little 
changes users make on different 
pages are representative of an MIT 
experience.

“It’s really interesting because if 
you look at the edits done by any 
different person, you get a really 
cool composite cross-section of 
what the student is involved in at 
MIT.”

Freshman admissions website gets a facelift
Wiki opens new avenues for prospective students to learn about MIT

AMITA GUPTA

Matt McGann ’00 (left) and Chris Peterson (right), associate admissions director and admissions coun-
selor for web communications, respectively, were driving forces behind the new admissions wiki.

source: mitadmissions.org

Left, admissions website after redesign. Right, website before redesign.
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UNFORTUNATELY, BASED ON A TRUE STORY.

“STARTLING, INFURIATING AND VITAL.”
- Marshall Fine, THE HUFFINGTON POST

IN SELECT THEATRES AUGUST 26TH
© 2011 Cohen Media Group All Rights Reserved. CHASINGMADOFFMOVIE.COM

CAMPUS CIRCLE      3.75” x 4”

By Katie Bodner

While many freshmen are out 
exploring the history of Boston 
or creating soccer playing robots 
with their FPOPs, new varsity 
sports players and the rest of their 
teams are putting their skills to 
the test and getting into serious 
shape for the tough season ahead 
of them. The Tech was able to catch 
a few fall season varsity sports at 
practice and visit with some in-
coming freshmen.

MIT Men’s Soccer
The Men’s Soccer preseason 

kicked off on Aug. 23 with rigorous 
two-a-day workouts and practices. 
The team’s first game will be Sept. 
2 against the University of South-
ern Maine.

The Men’s Soccer head coach, 
Mike Singleton, is also beginning 
his first season with the team. 
Singleton has been conducting 
grueling workouts so that the team 
can pick up right where it left off 
after such a strong season last 
year. “Right now in preseason, the 
hope is to get together and sort out 
how we are going to play as a team 
and put our best team forth on ev-
ery game in the season. We come 
back with a lot of strong returners 
and a strong freshman class. We 
have high hopes, high hopes to re-
ally improve upon last season,” he 
said.

The team’s freshmen play-
ers have arrived eager and quite 
anxious to hit both the fields and 
the books. Alexander M. Dago 
’15 comes to the Engineers from 
Chicago and hopes to play mid-
field or forward and to major in 
either Course XVIII or XIV. “I vis-
ited last September for a minority 
program. I started talking to the 
coach, and he said I’d be able to 
play. [MIT is] kind of everything 
I wanted: really good academics 
and a great city, Boston, which I 
really like,” he said.

“I’m hoping that we qualify for 
the NCAA tournament and hope-
fully make the finals,” said Andrew 
Y. Young ’15 who will be the Engi-
neer’s centerback.

John L. Kramer ’15 showcased 
his thoughts on life at MIT and the 
future of the Men’s Soccer team. 
Kramer mentioned that he hopes 
to play forward and major in either 
Course II or XVI. “[Coach Single-
ton is] going to take us to a good 
place,” he said. Outside of soccer, 
Kramer is anxious about adjusting 
to “a new place, a whole new en-
vironment. Coming in, I know no 
one really. It’s going to be an ad-
venture, I guess.”

MIT Women’s Soccer
At 9 a.m. sharp on Aug. 20, a 

group of wishful women sprinted 
onto Steinbrenner Field. An ag-
gressive bunch of talented fresh-

men joined the Women’s Soccer 
team this year, coming hot off its 
strong 13-3-3 season. With the first 
game on Sept. 1 at Simmons Col-
lege quickly approaching, head 
coach Martin Desmarais wastes 
no time and plans active practices, 
scrimmages and even demanding 
fitness tests for the girls.

Elena A. Gianotas ’15, right out-
side defender, of California, noted 
that although she is nervous for 
school to start and the imminent 
wrath of cold weather, she is quite 
excited about people showing up 
at the games and the NEWMAC 
NCAA tournament.

Faith C. OBrian ’15, center 
midfielder, said, “Practices were 
exactly what I expected. I’m a little 
bit sore and I actually got hurt dur-
ing a scrimmage. I was going out 
for a header, and I came down on 
someone’s foot. It’s been a lot of 
tactical stuff and just getting the 
touch back on the ball. It’s been a 
lot of fun.”

Both girls are nervous about 
the balance between fun, sleep 
and soccer but agreed that fresh-
man Pass/No Record will be a big 
help.

As for the team’s experience in 
the preseason, OBrian is excited to 
work with all the girls.

“I feel like we are sisters,” she 
said.

MIT Water Polo
An epic game against Harvard 

will start the men’s water polo sea-
son. Head coach, Mark Lawrence, 
who is new to the Engineers, has 
been pushing the players through 
rigorous practices in order to pre-

pare them for the upcoming sea-
son. Three adroit freshmen joined 
the team this year — Kyle D. Bow-
man, Dylan J. Hallman and Jack D. 
Clark. Intensely motivated by the 
upcoming game against their ri-
val, most of the new players agree 
that they have been pushed harder 
than they would have ever expect-
ed. Clark commented on practic-
es, agreeing that they are “pretty 
tough but a good time.”

Academically, the new arrivals 
shared similar thoughts on their 
initial feelings about coming to 
MIT. Bowman, center defender 
and potential Course VI, says he 
chose to come to MIT because 
of the academics. “I didn’t want 
to spend all of my time on water 
polo,” he said.

The other incoming players 
were also drawn to MIT’s focus on 
both sports and academics. When 
choosing MIT, Hallman, driver 
and potential Course XV, want-
ed something different, a good 
balance.

With preseason coming to a 
close, each player has high hopes 
and goals. During this season, 
Bowman is looking to get unin-
jured and be a contributor to the 
team. Throughout the preseason, 
Hallman has been driven by the 
Harvard game and said, “It’s our 
biggest game. We’d like to be the 
northern division champions.”

Like his teammates, Clark 
wishes for good playing time and 
to beat Harvard!

Look out for these fall teams — 
and the rest of MIT varsity sports 
— and check out their schedules 
at http://www.mitathletics.com.

katie bodner

Jack D. Clark ‘15, Dylan J. Hallman ‘15 and Kyle D. Bowman ‘15 
relax after a grueling water polo practice.

Katie BODner

Coach Mike Singleton gives the MIT men’s soccer team a talk during an intense early season practice this Thursday.

katie bodner

The energetic Engineers Women’s Soccer players run down the field at Steinbrenner Stadium during one of 
their practices.

New student athletes storm the fields (and pool)
The Tech chats with a few freshmen on campus during fall preseason training
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The Council for the Arts at MIT Grants Program

call for applications!

Deadline: Friday, September 30, 2011

All types of arts projects are supported
All current MIT students, faculty and staff 

are eligible to apply

Information, guidelines, and application form: 
http://arts.mit.edu/about/council/camit-grants/

We strongly suggest that applicants meet with 
Council staff before submitting a proposal

Please contact Susan Cohen at
cohen@media.mit.edu 

to make an appointment

Solution to Techdoku
from page 14

Solution to Sudoku
from page 14

3 2 1 6 5 4
2 1 6 5 4 3
6 5 4 3 2 1
5 4 3 2 1 6
1 6 5 4 3 2
4 3 2 1 6 5

7 9 6 2 8 1 5 3 4
5 4 2 7 9 3 8 1 6
8 3 1 6 5 4 2 7 9
6 7 9 8 3 5 1 4 2
2 5 8 4 1 7 6 9 3
4 1 3 9 2 6 7 8 5
3 8 7 5 6 9 4 2 1
9 2 5 1 4 8 3 6 7
1 6 4 3 7 2 9 5 8

ing for implementation.
Unlike HIV/AIDS, tuberculosis, 

and malaria, Neglected tropical dis-
eases (NTDs) do not typically kill 
on their own, but they do lead to 
massive debility and poverty. Also 
unlike AIDS, NTDs lack a vocal af-
flicted but wealthy population to 
advocate for treatment. Many NTDs 
are ancient diseases that no longer 
threaten the developed world.

NTDs are largely neglected by 
the media and donors because they 
have a lower death percentage, said 
Dr. Edward T. Ryan, director of the 
Massachusetts General Hospital’s 
Tropical Medicine program.

“To a large extent, these are 
chronic diseases that dispropor-
tionately affect the most impov-
erished on the globe,” Ryan said. 
“They are often not on the radar 
screen of health funding agencies.”

Several NTDs also have the abil-
ity to either increase susceptibility 
to or worsen the course of the “big 
three” diseases — AIDS, tubercu-
losis, and malaria. For example, 
women with female genital schis-
tosomiasis, a disease caused by 
the parasitic blood-fluke (schisto-
some) contracted by contact with 
contaminated freshwater, acquire 
problems ranging from infertility, 
to bladder cancer, to anemia and 

stunted growth in children. In ad-
dition, women also develop geni-
tal ulcers, and thus become much 
more vulnerable to sexually trans-
mitted diseases, including HIV. A 
World Health Organization (WHO) 
working group concluded that there 
is a possible link between female 
genital schistosomiasis and HIV 
acquisition. 

“This is one of the biggest under-
lying reasons for HIV” said Dr. Peter 
J. Hotez, president of the Sabin Vac-
cine Institute and a leading global 
health expert.

With as many as 45 million 
women infected with genital schis-
tosomiasis, eradicating schistoso-
miasis has major implications for 
halting the spread of HIV as well. 

A person with an NTD caused 
by a parasitic worm infection has a 

greater chance of contracting tuber-
culosis, and this chance increases 
with the number of infections. Co-
infection of hookworm and malaria 
causes severe anemia in children 
and pregnant women, and this con-
tributes to almost half of all deaths 
due to malaria. 

According to Hotez, the inter-
national development community 
overlooks the chronic debilitating 
effects of NTDs and its impacts 
on the more famous “big three” 
diseases.

“The disease burden of NTDs 
is grossly underestimated,” Hotez 
said. 

Historical neglect
In September of 2000, the Unit-

ed Nations articulated eight goals 
that would be the major focus of 
the global development commu-
nity. The Millennium Development 
Goals (MDGs) called on the world 
to end extreme poverty, gender 
inequality, and solve other major 
problems that were hindering so-
cial and economic development in 
the world’s poorest countries. The 
UN General Assembly said that 
these goals should be achieved by 
2015, four years from now. 

MDG 6 was to “combat HIV/
AIDS, malaria, and other diseases.” 
In the specific targets for this goal, 
the General Assembly acknowl-

edged the many impacts of HIV/
AIDS, malaria, and tuberculosis. 

The importance placed on the 
Millennium Development Goals 
were such that MDG 6 was success-
ful in promoting public sympathy 
for these three major diseases and 
billions of dollars in funding were 
raised. The Global Fund to fight 
AIDS, Tuberculosis, and Malaria 
raised $22 billion, the U.S. Presi-
dent’s Emergency Plan for AIDS 
Relief (PEPFAR) raised $32 billion, 
and the President’s Malaria Ini-
tiative (PMI) also committed $1 
billion.

However, “other diseases” were 
neglected, and became known as 
neglected tropical diseases (NTDs). 
This glossing-over in the MDGs has 
complicated the work of tropical 
disease advocates.

“This was a huge problem,” Ho-
tez said, “I mean, who wants to ad-
vocate for something called ‘other 
diseases’? You can’t really see An-
gelina Jolie doing that.”

Part of the confusion about 
“other diseases” stems from an in-
consistent definition of NTDs. The 
Global Network, an advocacy orga-
nization dedicated to NTDs, cites 
13 diseases caused by bacteria and 
parasites. On the other hand, the 
WHO’s NTD department covers 
17 diseases. In academic papers, 
NTDs sometimes refer to a group of 
more than 30 diseases. 

Hotez writes in the New England 
Journal of Medicine that a program 
to control NTDs would cost less 
than 10 percent of the programs 
for HIV/AIDS, tuberculosis, or ma-
laria, and at the same time save the 
equivalent number of disability-ad-
justed life years. According to Ho-
tez, the time has come for funding 
programs like PEPFAR, the Global 
Fund, and others to pay more atten-
tion to “other diseases.” 

“We need to start integrating 
NTD control into the big funds” Ho-
tez said.

“For relatively small investments,” 
Ryan added, “major scourges of hu-
manity can be addressed. In terms 
of cost-effectiveness, a number of 
experts would say this is very cost ef-
fective for the global community.”

‘To a large extent, 
these are chronic 
diseases that 
disproportionately 
affect the most 
impoverished on 
the globe.’ 

Dr. Edward T. Ryan
massachusetts general hospital

‘Other diseases’ 
were neglected, 
and became known 
as neglected 
tropical diseases. 
This glossing-over 
has complicated 
the work of tropical 
disease advocates.

Jessica L. Wass—The Tech

Here’s a cool picture we took over the summer. Send pictures of your summer experiences to us 
at photo@tech.mit.edu!

Neglected diseases increase susceptibility to HIV, malaria
Missed by Millennium Development Goals, thirteen tropical diseases cause a half million deaths annually
Tropical diseases, from Page 1
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A WEBCOMIC OF ROMANCE,
SARCASM, MATH, AND LANGUAGE

by Randall Munroe

[732] Seismic Waves

The USGS operates a really neat email/SMS earthquake notification service (earthquake.usgs.gov/ens/) that allows fine-
grained control of notifications.

Crossword Puzzle
Solution, page 8

Across
1 Sweet Spanish wine
7 In that case
11 Inst. that turns out 

lieutenants
14 Moves on all fours
15 Cause of a worldwide 19th 

century fever
16 Old school dance
17 Lost it
19 Victoria’s Secret offering
20 Bonanza find
21 In copious amounts
22 Ivy in Philly
23 Ivy in New Haven
25 Dismissed out of hand
27 Pizazz
29 Trumpet sound
30 Party list
36 Bug
37 Like Starbucks coffee, 

every 30 minutes
40 Bard’s “before”
41 Software customers
42 Three-time world champion 

alpine skier Hermann

44 Feast where the Haggadah 
is read

48 “That’s too bad, man”
54 Brazilian soccer legend
55 Prime Cuts in Gravy brand
56 Crude fleet
58 Busy co. on Valentine’s Day
59 __ Speedwagon
60 “I don’t feel like cooking” 

option
62 Enlistees, briefly
63 Slurpee relative
64 Capital on the Missouri 

River
65 Wee hour
66 High degrees: Abbr.
67 Aftershock

Down
1 Real people?
2 Biblical debarkation point
3 How bad excuses are given
4 Bowl over
5 Guzzling sound
6 “Piece of cake!”

7 Inuit home
8 Club for country kids
9 Shuteye
10 Anomalous
11 Austin Powers catchphrase
12 Trapped
13 Stretchy fabric
18 Day-__: pigment brand
22 D.C. deal maker
24 Nobelist Wiesel
26 Preoccupy
28 Make certain
31 Videotape type
32 Land in la mer
33 Norse god of single 

combat
34 Diminish
35 Pitching stat
37 German miss
38 Put back in force, as an 

expired tax
39 Blubber
40 Economic warfare tactic
43 Funnyman Philips
45 Mar the beauty of
46 Corrida snorter

47 More rare, as steak
49 Raid target
50 Protected by levees
51 “__ Gold”: Peter Fonda 

film

52 __ volente: God willing
53 Spew lava
57 Show signs of life
60 Service reward
61 Service charge

Instructions: Fill in the grid so that each column, row, and 3 by 3 grid contains 
exactly one of each of the digits 1 through 9.

Instructions: Fill in the grid so that each column and row contains exactly one 
of each of the numbers 1–6. Follow the mathematical operations for each box.

Sudoku
Solution, page 13

1 3
4 9 6

5 2 7 9
6 5 4 2
2 4 7 3
4 1 9 5
3 8 7 6
9 4 6

6 3

Techdoku
Solution, page 13

6× 2× 6× 30× 4

2− 12×

30× 4 2

12+ 48×

12+ 1−

1− 12× 5

IN

By Judy Hsiang,
Joanna Kao, 
and Aislyn Schalck

Next search: Maseeh Hall MIT Search
Did you mean:
New Ashdown
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RANDOM NEURONAL FIRINGS

A roadmap for surviving MIT
Help will always be given to those who ask for it

By Nazia Chowdhury
Staff columnist

“The ultimate lesson I learnt on my first 
day of international students’ orientation: 
Nothing at MIT can be done in a single try.” 
— This was my Facebook status a year ago 
when I had just arrived on campus. I admit, 
after running to the basement of the Student 
Center twice to get a photo taken for my ID 
and failing to find the right entry to the Mac-
Gregor convenience store, I was exasper-
ated. Throughout my freshman year, I often 
needed help getting work done in a single 
try. And as it turns out, help will always be 
given at MIT to those who ask for it. So dear 
freshmen, here’s my advice to you:

Academics
By now you’ve read gazillions of articles 

about how hard MIT’s academics are. But 
the harder a class gets, the more help you 
get.

1. Upperclassmen and peers are good 
people to talk to about classes, profes-
sors, and textbooks. Especially before 
choosing classes, talk to upperclassmen to 
find out which professors and TAs are the 
best, which textbooks are useful, if the as-
signments are doable, and how much time 
commitment the class requires. From my 
experience, those who have taken a class 
know best about it. Throughout the class, 
ask your classmates and upperclassmen for 
help with understanding the material and 
solving p-sets. Studying together takes out 
the boredom, too! MIT has many courses 
evaluated by students here: http://web.mit.
edu/subjectevaluation/

2. Professors and TAs are there to help 
you. Drop in during their office hours and 
talk to them before and after classes. Wheth-
er it’s confusion about the class material or 
your grades, they will listen and provide ef-
fective guidance. 

3. Advisors and associate advisors are a 
great resource. Freshmen advisors are fac-
ulty members who have taken the responsi-
bility to guide freshmen into MIT. Associate 

Advisors and residential associate advisors 
(for Next House, Maseeh Hall, McCormick 
Hall, Chocolate City, and Spanish House) 
are upperclassmen who have already gone 
through the freshman year experience and 
can help you get through it too. They’ll ei-
ther help you themselves or guide you in the 
right direction.

4. MIT has tutoring services for some 
classes. For example, the MIT Department 
of Mechanical Engineering provides tutor-
ing on MATLAB, the Biology Department 
has some free tutoring by BUSA (Biology 
Undergraduate Students’ Association), and 
EECS classes have free tutoring through 
HKN (Eta Kappa Nu). UAAP has a website 
full of studying tips; details about class-
specific and department-specific tutoring 
services are available here too. Check it out: 
http://mit.edu/uaap/learning/index.html

UROPs/Internships/Career 
development

MIT is not all about classes. It prepares 
you for real life — the life after MIT. If you 
want, you can have hands-on research ex-
perience through Undergraduate Research 
Opportunities Program (UROP), work for a 
company during Independent Activities Pe-
riod (IAP) in January, or even work abroad.

1. UROP, the group that facilitates un-
dergraduates’ participation in research, is 
one of the most popular programs at MIT. 
According to the UROP website (http://web.
mit.edu/urop/), 85 percent of undergrads 
pursue UROPs at some point before gradu-
ating. To find a UROP, search through pro-
fessors’ websites to find out who works in a 
field that interests you. Or as the UROP web-
site suggests, meet up with Melissa Martin-
Greene, the UROP program coordinator, to 
find a lab of your choice. Get in touch with 
the lab, make an appointment to meet with 
the professor, email him or her your resume, 
re-email him or her if he or she does not get 
back in a week or two. 

Get to know your TAs and what research 
work they are doing. Many of your upper-
classmen and friends are working in labs, so 

keep tabs on their work too! There are also 
open UROP postings on the MIT UROP web-
site, so check that regularly.

2. For internships and career develop-
ment, the MIT Career Development Cen-
ter (CDC) can help with anything from 
garnishing a resume to networking with 
alumni. Career fairs are held at MIT from 
time to time where you can submit your re-
sume. For more information about career 
development, go to the MIT CDC website at 
http://web.mit.edu/career/www/

3. The MIT alumni association’s Infinite 
Connection is also a good way to get con-
nected with MIT alumni who can arrange 
internships and jobs for MIT students: http://
alum.mit.edu/students/NetworkwithAlumni

The alumni association has the Student/
Alumni Externship program during IAP that 
connects current students with alumni who 
arrange short-term working opportunities in 
their workplaces worldwide.

4. If non-profit work is of interest, the 
Public Service Center is the place for you: 
http://web.mit.edu/mitpsc/

5. For working abroad, MISTI (MIT 
International Science and Technology 
Initiatives) connects students with re-
searchers and entrepreneurs abroad and 
arranges all-expense paid internships 
if certain requirements are fulfilled. More 
information can be found at their website: 
http://web.mit.edu/MISTI/ 

Health
Having health troubles? Make an ap-

pointment or just walk into MIT Medical. 
In case of emergencies, call MIT Police: 
617-253-1212 or 100 from campus phones, 
or Urgent Care: 617-253-4481.

In case of non-emergency illness, con-
tact Medlinks. Medlinks is a student group 
with members in all living groups that are 
trained to counsel on common sicknesses 
or stress. Find them here: https://web.mit.
edu/medlinks/www/mit/find_us.html

Never ignore health problems, even 
when you feel you are overwhelmed with 
stress. At least talk with friends or Med-
links! And remember the MIT Medical slo-
gan: “Want A’s? Get Zzz’s.”

Other resources
1. In case of problems or questions 

about financial aid, scholarships or loans 
get in touch with Student Financial Ser-
vices: http://web.mit.edu/sfs/. Each stu-
dent is assigned a counselor. Email him or 
her with any financial concerns.

2. S^3 — Student Support Services — 
is a good place to ask for help if you are 
not happy with any aspect of life at MIT. 
They are there to “promote the academic 
success and holistic experience of stu-
dents, especially undergraduates,” accord-
ing to their website: http://web.mit.edu/
uaap/s3/

3. Student groups are good places to 
meet people with similar interests, so-
cialize and have a good time. To find a list 
of student groups at MIT, go to http://web.
mit.edu/asa/resources/group-list.html

If writing is your stress-reliever (as it is 
for me), write for The Tech (or other student 
publications)!

4. One thing my freshman year taught 
me is to make good use of my email ac-
count. People rarely mind if an unknown 
person emails asking for “legit” help; so do 
not keep silent if you need some. You can 
even make “Voldy go moldy,” if you have 
the right help at the right time. 

That said, welcome MIT Class of 2015!

construction would require construc-
tion permits in order to be built.” 

The roller coaster is not the only 
EC rush building to be affected by the 
need for a permit. Fort Sexy Time, an 
outdoor lounge built by EC residents 
each year as a hangout spot to meet 
freshmen, would have to be restricted 
to one story. 

“Building code is quite elaborate,” 
Humphreys said. Fort Sexy Time and 
the roller coaster are both load bear-
ing structures and would require a 
permit. A load bearing structure is 
one that must be able to support the 
weight of several people. However, 
EC would be allowed to build struc-
tures only six inches off the ground 
without a building permit. 

“The way the process works is 
anything that is built anywhere in 
Massachusetts, if you design a load-
bearing structure, those designs have 
to be approved by engineer,” Hum-
phreys explained. “Plans have to be 
submitted by a licensed contractor or 
construction company, to any city to 
be considered for approval. The city 
can ask for modifications, and have 
30 days to decide whether or not to 
approve the construction project. It is 
state of Massachusetts building code 
that only a contractor to submit a re-
quest for a building permit.” 

The plan was to get building ap-
proval this year, but it took longer 
than expected to get a permit. “The 
EC REX committee engaged environ-
mental health and safety and the di-
rector of housing, Dennis Collins, five 
weeks ago and that’s when they start-
ed this process. It was fairly quickly 
on, two weeks into the planning that 
environmental health and safety real-
ized it might be more complicated to 

get approved than initially thought,” 
Humphreys said. 

The rush chairs and EHS had 
known about the building permit in 
the abstract for a while, Humphreys 
clarified, but did not originally know 
that it would be required and could 
become such an obstacle. 

“I know from emails I saw in cor-
respondence between [EC Rush 
Chairs] and Dennis Collins and a 
person from EHS that they were com-
municating,” Humphreys said. “At 
that point they were trying to express 
concerns about having the permit 
that would be needed to do the con-
struction projects.”

It was not until August 15 when 
the EC housemasters, president, rush 
chairs, EHS and Humphreys met and 
spoke about what was feasible and 
how to move forward.

“By the time East Campus got to-
gether with the Institute” to get every-
thing planned, Humphreys said, “it 
was determined too short a time span 
existed to do everything needed to be 
done to satisfy the City of Cambridge 
building regulations.”

Nawrot elaborated on the 
crunched time line the EC rush chairs 
faced.

“We started talking to safety weeks 
ago in July, over a month ago … but 
the building permit was only brought 
to our attention on the 15th, that it 
was actually going to be an issue,” 
he said. “Tuesday and Wednesday 
we spent all day finding potential 
structural engineers we could work 
with and went through process; get-
ting drawings made, people telling 
us what they thought. We did find 
a person who could sign off on our 
documents. We were informed on 
Wednesday night that we would need 
an outside contractor. The decision to 

go down a different path was made 
on late Wednesday night. New plan 
developed Thursday. Rush started 
Friday.”

Asked about the delay in the com-
munication about the importance of 
the permit, Nawrot said, “We always 
get our projects through EHS and 
always talk to EHS in advance but I 
don’t know what goes on on their end 
and why it was only brought to our at-
tention at the beginning of last week 
that this was going to be such an is-
sue,” he said.

In addition, the potential need 
to hire an outside contractor to get 
everything finished in time and ap-
proved seemed contrary to the pur-
pose of rush. 

“The only way to get building per-
mits from the info we have gathered 
is to hire an outside contractor, which 
would change the way things work a 
lot,” Nawrot said. Rush might then be 
constrained to working “9-5 on week-
days” and the entire event would “not 
have the same sort of spirit if it were in 
a professionally contracted manner.” 

Asked about the spirit of EC Rush, 
Nawrot responded that “rush isn’t 
about completing a construction 
project like we are construction work-
ers,” he said. “It is meant to be a stu-
dent project where we come up with 

solutions and practice engineering in 
the courtyard.” 

Hiring an outside contractor he 
added, is to “take control out of EC” 
so that “EC serves as labor for some-
one telling us how to run a construc-
tion site.” 

To remedy the situation, the East 
Campus rush chairs decided to take a 
new approach.  

“We decided instead of get-
ting building permits, we would try 
something a little different this year 
just to completely avoid any sort of 
problems that might arise,” Nawrot 
explained.  

“We had a problem, we worked 
around the problem, this REX is going 
to be just as awesome. Awesome and 
amazing,” assured James R Douberley 
‘13, East Campus president.

Instead, this year’s rush will focus 
on a number of smaller projects. East 
Campus will have a private outdoor 
theater, merry-go-round, big swings, 
rotating see saw, playground back-
hoe, ground/wind surfer, ball pit (“We 
have the Bexley ball pit. We made it 
for Bexley. Have you seen their i3 vid-
eo?” Nawrot asked.), 3D twister, An-
gry Birds reenactment, Static Mario, 
the “International House of Pillaging” 
which will serve cookies to passersby, 
and “Humility 3, the ride.” 

“Humility,” Nawrot explained, is 
“two sets of tracks which will basically 
race the hand carts you use in mines.” 
The plan is to have freshmen race 
each other on the horizontal track. 

“We also have static Mario,”  Naw-
rot  added, “You know how Mario 
side scrolls? It’s like that but the one 
map is stretched across 20 monitors. 
You walk along, it’s all one level. You 
can see everything at once.” 

Next year, Nawrot said firmly, 
there will be a coaster. 

“After this rush is over we are start-
ing a very long process to restore rush 
to what it was in the past. We will work 
to get a Cambridge approved coaster 
… next year we will have a coaster, 
one way or another,” he said. 

The administration wants to help 
make this happen for East Campus and 
make it easier for other student groups 
to get a permit as well. “I’ve assured 
the REX chairs for EC and housemas-
ters that after we get through this year’s 
REX to sit down with facilities at MIT, 
myself, EHS at MIT, and Cambridge 
officials responsible for building per-
mits and develop a process that all 
student groups can use for any build-
ing projects in the future, not just the 
rollercoaster, but any building project 
that triggers the need for a building 
permit,” Humphreys said.  

Ideally this process will be taken 
care of early in the semester so the 
East Campus Bad Ideas Event that 
happens during IAP can continue 
without issue, added Humphreys.

“Our goal is to have a meeting 
very early on in the fall semester so 
if anything is being planned for Bad 
Ideas week in January that there is a 
process, so they are not caught last 
minute trying to make last minute 
modifications,” Humphreys said.

Asked if he had anything to add 
about these recent events, Hum-
phreys concluded, “My compliments 
to the REX committee for EC. Given 
the short time frame they were able to 
modify a lot of their designs and work 
with their housemasters to come 
up with really good projects. A lot of 
credit goes to them for being creative, 
especially under a lot of duress.” 

In his video address to EC resi-
dents he reminded them, “EC is full 
of incredible people, and we can do 
incredible things.” 

East Campus rush to focus on more small-scale projects
Without roller coaster to dominate scene, EC wants to increase frosh involvement with small projects

So do not keep silent 
if you need some help. 
You can even make 
‘Voldy go moldy’ if you 
have the right help at 
the right time. That 
said, welcome MIT 
Class of 2015!

‘We will work to 
get a Cambridge 
approved coaster. 
Next year we will 
have a coaster, one 
way or another.’

–Mike T. Nawrot ’12
East campus 2011 rush chair

EC roller coaster, from Page 1
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By Manohar Srikanth
Staff Photographer

In winter, melting snow reveals a layer of rich food mainly consisting of insects. This is an open invitation for the 
geese that have gathered at Briggs Field to take advantage of this delicious opportunity. While this is a feast for the 
geese, they make a mess on the field. Coyote decoys are occasionally installed to drive away these geese. This picture, 
taken in the winter of 2010, show geese alerted by the presence of a photographer.

Manohar Srikanth—The Tech
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Institute Double Take

Aperture: 
ƒ/5

Exposure Time: 
1/800 sec.

Sensitivity: 
ISO 200

Effective Focal Length: 
135 mm


