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Over half a million people gathered to watch the fireworks and the Boston Pops concert on Monday.
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In Short
A new head for the EECS 
department has been 
named. Anantha P. Chan-
drakasan will succeed  
W. Eric L. Grimson.

On June 18, MIT and the 
Skolkovo Foundation an-
nounced a partnership to 
create a new global institu-
tion, called the Skolkovo In-
stitute of Science and Tech-
nology  in Russia.

On June 24, President 
Barack Obama named 
President Susan J. Hock-
field to co-chair the new 
Manufacturing partnership 
called the Advanced Man-
ufacturing Partnership.

Send news information and 
tips to news@tech.mit.edu.

World & Nation������2
Opinion������������������4
Fun Pages��������������7
Arts����������������������12
Campus Life ��������14
Sports������������������16

recipes for the 
summer
Now that classes are 
out, try out these 
recipes from Pika. 
campus life, p. 14

Boston celebrates 
independence day
Boston celebrates July 
4th with music from the 
Boston Pops and fireworks.
july 4th, p. 8

yes on same-sex marriage
The Institute needs to support the LGBT 
community. opinion, p. 4

gay marriage: yay or nay?
A point/counterpoint by two of The 
Tech’s columnists. opinion, p. 5

Bay does not 
disappoint with 
Transformers 3
Dark of the Moon is 
the best of the trilogy. 
arts, p. 13

By Joy E. Lee
staff reporter

Despite the hot and 
humid weather, masses 
from around the world 

crowded into Boston for 
one of the most anticipated 
Fourth of July celebrations 
in America. Everyone was 
full of national spirit; chil-
dren and adults alike wore 

red and blue foam Lady 
Liberty crowns and played 
games on blankets spread 
out along the banks of 

By Michelle E. Szucs
contributing editor

Disney Research opened a 
new lab near MIT in East Cam-
bridge this month, 11 years af-
ter closing the doors to its old 
Cambridge lab. Disney Research 
works in a number of areas — 
including robotics, computer 
graphics, and video processing 
— that benefit many facets of 
The Walt Disney Company. The 
new lab plans to work in the so-
cial sciences and forge ties with 
researchers at MIT. 

Joe Marks, vice president of 
Disney Research, said that the 

lab plans to focus broadly on the 
social and behavioral sciences, 
from behavioral economics to 
user experience. Data mining 
and developing technology fo-
cused on machine learning to 
help analyze data would be large 
components of this research.

However, Marks also em-
phasized that labs tend to grow 
“organically,” building upon the 
skills of the researchers they em-
ploy. He said that “one of the ar-
eas that might grow organically 
because of previous opportuni-
ties is materials science.” The 

By Joanna Kao
Staff Reporter

Beta Theta Pi (Beta) has been dis-
banded, a decision that was made by 
its local alumni association, advisory 
board, and the national organization. 
Members were notified of the decision 
on June 5 and were asked to move out 
of their house within five days.

Reasons for disbandment
According to Michael G. Feinstein 

’82, president of the Beta alumni as-
sociation, the decision to shut the fra-
ternity down was based on two main 
reasons: low numbers and recent 
sanctions. 

“First of all, [we have had] very dis-
appointing rush results over the past 
several years where we’ve lost critical 
mass,” Feinstein said. Feinstein also 
said that running their house with 
such low numbers was difficult. 

The MIT Interfraternity Council 
(IFC) put Beta under social probation, 

imposed heavy fines, and imposed 
rush restrictions after an alcohol vio-
lation during rush last fall. 

“We’ve had a series of risk manage-
ment incidents over the last few years, 
and we felt that in this environment — 
where we didn’t have enough people 
— there was a risk of another incident 
happening,” Feinstein said. 

According to Feinstein, any addi-
tional incident would have resulted in 

Boston celebrates July 4th

Beta alumni disband fraternity
Frat suffered from low numbers, sanctions over past year 

Facilities 
may move 
Cambridgeport 
relocation at the 
top of the list

By Ethan A. Solomon
editor in chief

The people who keep MIT running 
day-in, day-out are looking for a new 
home. The Operations group of MIT’s 
Department of Facilities is mulling 
use of the former California Products 
Corporation’s property at the corner 
of Waverly St. and Putnam Ave., just 
northwest of West Campus. At a June 22 
meeting, MIT officials pitched the idea 
to residents of Cambridgeport — the 

Disney lab resurfaces
New research lab to work with MIT

David M. Templeton—The Tech

The barge that fired off Boston’s Fourth of July fireworks show caught fire around 5 a.m. yesterday 
morning, six hours after the end of the show. The Boston Fire Department’s harbor unit extinguished the 
fire around 6:10 a.m.

Barge goes up in flames as July 4th celebrations wind down

Fourth of July, Page 11

Beta, Page 10

Facilities, Page 10

Disney, Page 10

Visit http://tech.mit.
edu/V131/N29/july4/
video.html to check out 
The Tech’s behind-the-
scenes footage from the 
fireworks barge.
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Situation for Noon Eastern Time, Wednesday, July 6, 2011

By Charlie Savage  
and Eric Schmitt

The New York Times 

WASHINGTON — The Obama 
administration announced Tues-
day that it would prosecute in civil-
ian court a Somali accused of ties 
to two Islamist militant groups. The 
decision to fly the man to New York 
for trial, after interrogating him for 
months aboard a U.S. naval vessel, 
is likely to reignite debate about 
the detention and prosecution of 
terrorism suspects.

In an indictment unsealed in 
the Southern District of New York, 
the Somali, Ahmed Abdulkadir 
Warsame, was charged with nine 
counts related to accusations that 
he provided support to al-Shabab 
in Somalia and al-Qaida in the Ara-
bian Peninsula, in Yemen. Wars-
ame, believed to be in his mid-
twenties, was captured on April 19, 
and a plane carrying him arrived 

in New York City around midnight 
Monday night, officials said.

While the Justice Department 
called Warsame a “Shabab leader,” 
it does not accuse him of plotting 
any specific attack. Officials gave 
conflicting accounts of his sig-
nificance: One portrayed him as a 
“senior operational commander” 
while another played down his 
role, saying that his capture was 
instead important because he had 
provided large amounts of intel-
ligence about the groups and ties 
between them.

Regardless, his case is likely to 
have outsize significance in the po-
litical arena because it resonates 
with intense debates surround-
ing the administration’s counter-
terrorism policies — including 
whether to bring newly captured 
detainees to the military prison at 
Guantanamo Bay, Cuba; whether 
to prosecute terrorism cases in 
civilian court or before a mili-

tary commission; and what rights 
terrorism suspects have during 
interrogation.

The House has already passed 
a bill that would probably prohibit 
the transfer of such military de-
tainees into the U.S. In a statement, 
the chairman of the House Armed 
Services Committee, Rep. How-
ard P. “Buck” McKeon, R-Calif., 
denounced the administration’s 
decision.

“The transfer of this terrorist 
detainee directly contradicts con-
gressional intent and the will of the 
American people,” he said. “Con-
gress has spoken clearly multiple 
times — including explicitly√Ç¬†in 
pending legislation — of the per-
ils of bringing terrorists onto U.S. 
soil.√Ç¬†It is unacceptable that 
the administration notified Con-
gress only after it unilaterally 
transferred this detainee to New 
York City despite multiple requests 
for consultation.”

By Andrew Jacobs
The New York Times 

BEIJING — Oil that spewed 
from an offshore drilling rig in 
northeastern China for two weeks 
last month has spread over 320 
square miles, government officials 
acknowledged Tuesday, amid up-
roar over why it took so long for 
fishermen, local residents and en-
vironmental groups to be informed 
of the spill.

News of the accident emerged in 
late June on the microblogging site 
Sina Weibo and was not confirmed 
by the state-owned operator until 
Friday. The government sought to 
play down the significance of the 
leak, saying the environmental re-
percussions were likely insignifi-
cant and blaming the rig’s Western 
operator.

“There is no visible floating oil 
on the sea, and the leak is now un-
der control,” said a spokesman for 
the State Oceanic Administration, 
according to a transcript of a news 
conference posted on its website, 
although another official acknowl-
edged that a small slick could be 

seen from the two platforms in-
volved in the accident.

Officials at the agency said 
ConocoPhillips China, a subsid-
iary of the Houston-based energy 
giant that operates the rigs with a 
Chinese state-owned company, 
“should take the blame” for the 
accident, which occurred in the 
mouth of the Bohai Sea, a largely 
enclosed body of water that touch-
es on three provinces and the city 
of Tianjin.

Speaking at a news conference 
Tuesday, an official at the oceanic 
agency’s Beihai branch said the 
minimum fine would be about 
$30,000, a figure that could rise de-
pending on the extent of the eco-
nomic and ecological damage.

ConocoPhillips officials did 
not immediately respond to re-
quests for comment Tuesday, but 
in an earlier emailed statement, the 
company said it was still investigat-
ing the scope of the leak and that 
there had been no reported im-
pact on wildlife, fishing or shipping 
activities.

The company owns a 49 percent 
stake in the venture, Penglai 19-3, 

which is the country’s largest off-
shore oil discovery, reportedly pro-
ducing 150,000 barrels a day. It op-
erates the rig with China’s National 
Offshore Oil Corp.

In recent days, several Chinese 
media outlets have reported die-
offs among fish farmed in ocean 
enclosures, but such accounts 
could not be verified Tuesday.

According to the oceanic agen-
cy’s website, a leak was first de-
tected June 4 and then again June 
17. It said the spills occurred during 
the drilling process, when water is 
forced into the earth’s crust. By June 
19, the problem was under control, 
the agency said, and by Monday, 40 
cubic meters of oily water had been 
removed from the sea.

Yang Fuqiang, a senior adviser 
on climate and energy at the Bei-
jing offices of the Natural Resourc-
es Defense Council, an environ-
mental group based in the United 
States, said that even if the environ-
mental damage turned out to be 
minimal, the long delay in publiciz-
ing the accident erodes public trust 
in the government and its state-run 
energy companies.

Netflix to stream films and TV 
shows abroad

Netflix said Tuesday that it would begin offering its stream-
ing movie and television service in Central America, South 
America and the Caribbean this year, a major expansion of the 
company’s geographic footprint.

Netflix has been available only in the U.S. and Canada. In-
vestors have sought insight into the company’s international 
growth plans.

The expansion will total 43 countries, Netflix said in a news 
release. It did not specify when the streaming service would be 
for sale in those countries, beyond “later this year.” The service 
will be available in Spanish, Portuguese and English.

Netflix declined requests for an interview about how it will 
license content in other languages. Licensing is thorny for 
services like Netflix because the rights to films and television 
shows are sometimes carved up on a country-by-country basis.

The Netflix chief executive, Reed Hastings, and chief fi-
nancial officer, David Wells, acknowledged to shareholders in 
January that potential growth abroad was a fundamental issue.

—Brian Stelter, The New York Times 

Dodgers press MLB for files in 
bankruptcy court

The Los Angeles Dodgers demanded on Tuesday that Major 
League Baseball turn over documents the team believes will 
show that the league’s “abusive” treatment of the team led to its 
filing for bankruptcy.

MLB’s actions reflected its “scheme to force a liquidity cri-
sis” for the Dodgers, the filing said.

Team lawyers said in a motion filed in federal bankruptcy 
court in Delaware that MLB had refused to turn over many of 
the documents they asked for last weekend. The team said the 
evidence it was seeking would demonstrate MLB’s “bad faith” 
dealings in denying it the cash it needed to avoid bankruptcy.

It said the evidence would also show that baseball’s top ex-
ecutives, including Commissioner Bud Selig, had “treated the 
Dodgers more severely than other baseball teams in compa-
rable circumstances.”

—Richard Sandomir, The New York Times 

Search under way for sprout 
seeds linked to E. Coli outbreak

Authorities are frantically trying to trace all of the tainted 
fenugreek seeds from a large shipment linked to a deadly E. 
coli outbreak in Europe, saying the product was distributed 
more widely than previously thought.

In a new report, a large shipment of organic Egyptian 
fenugreek seed was distributed to dozens of companies in 
at least 12 European countries, the European Food Safety 
Authority said on Tuesday.Investigators were still trying to 
determine if additional countries had received some of the 
seeds.

“The trace forward operation is becoming complex and 
widespread and may take weeks,” the report said, referring to 
efforts to locate the seed shipments.

Investigators are now focusing on a single shipment of 
more than 16 tons of Egyptian fenugreek seeds that was re-
ceived by a German importer in December 2009, according 
to the report.

Authorities say that sprouts grown from the seed, often 
used in salads, were responsible for two major outbreaks of a 
rare strain of E. coli bacteria, known as O104:H4.

The first outbreak, which began in Germany in May, has 
caused 49 deaths and more than 4,100 illnesses. A second 
outbreak in June sickened about 16 people in the Bordeaux 
area of France.

—William Neuman, The New York Times 

By Shaena Berlin
STAFF METEorologist

After a hot Fourth of July that 
allowed hundreds of thousands 
of spectators to watch fireworks 
along the Charles River without 
fear of rain or cold, it looks as 
though summer has arrived in 
full force in Boston. Even with 
a cold front passing through 
the region on Wednesday night, 
daytime temperatures should 
not drop below the 70s.

Around the rest of the coun-
try, the South is experiencing 
a severe drought, while many 
northern states must deal with 
the opposite problem of over-
abundance of moisture. An oil 
leak from a broken pipeline in 
the Yellowstone River in Mon-
tana may have reached as far as 
North Dakota just 4 days after 
it was detected. The problem 
has been exacerbated because 
the river is currently flowing at 
flood stage.

Summer in Boston; 
floods and droughts 
elsewhere

US to prosecute Somali terrorism 
suspect in civilian court

China acknowledges spill 
from northeastern oil rig

Extended Forecast
Today: Sunny and hot. SW winds around 10 mph. High 91°F 

(33°C).
Tonight: Partly cloudy with a slight chance of thunder-

storms. Low 68°F (20°C).
Tomorrow: Mostly sunny. NW winds around 5 mph. High 

85°F (29°C). 
Friday: Cooler and with chance of rain. High 76°F (24°C). 

Low near 60°F (16°C).
Saturday: Partly cloudy. Highs in the mid 80s. Lows in the 

mid 60s.
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By Jim Rutenberg
The New York Times 

HAMPTON, N.H. — For much 
of this year, Mitt Romney has laid 
low, seeking to reap the benefits of 
being the presumed front-runner 
in the race for the 2012 Republican 
presidential nomination (strong 
fundraising, positive polling) 
without suffering the downsides 
(intensive media scrutiny, endless 
shelling from rivals).

But as Romney has finally start-
ed to campaign in earnest over the 
past couple of weeks, the dangers 
of his perceived leading status are 
coming into view, with a more in-
tensive focus on his every word. 
And in the past few days, it has re-
volved around three words in par-
ticular: “Things are worse.”

During his campaign swing 
through this crucial state this 
week, Romney has been faced 
with repeated questions about the 
consistency of his commentary on 

President Barack Obama’s han-
dling of the recession and the sub-
sequent economic recovery.

To recap: On Thursday, when 
asked by a journalist in Pennsyl-
vania to jibe his assertions that 
“things are worse” under Obama 
with various signs of economic 
improvement since the president 
took office, Romney replied, “I 
didn’t say things are worse,” add-
ing, “What I said was the economy 
hasn’t turned around.” Democrats 
accused him of “flip-flopping” on a 
central assertion of his candidacy.

At a town-hall-style meeting 
Tuesday in his vacation town of 
Wolfeboro, N.H., Romney filled 
out his economic case against 
Obama, saying his early moves 
scared businesses out of spend-
ing money and hiring. His latest 
formulation on Obama and the 
economy raised a new question 
from a reporter at a briefing at 
the Galley Hatch restaurant here, 
where he had met with friendly 

local officials and small-business 
owners to discuss their economic 
troubles.

Given that Romney has used 
a present-tense formulation to 
say, for instance, “the recession is 
deeper” and the recovery slower 
because of Obama, the reporter 
asked, “Is it your view that it’s pos-
sible to be both in recession and 
recovery at the same time?”

“The technical term of the re-
cession is not the one that I think 
the American people recognize,” 
Romney said, defining that as “a 
shrinking GDP.” Rather, he said, “I 
think most of the American people 
understand that we’re still feeling 
the effects of the recession”.

Advisers to Romney said they 
were hardly fretting. As Kevin 
Madden, an informal adviser and 
Romney’s campaign spokesman 
in 2008, put it, “They’re actually 
spending time litigating wheth-
er the economy is worse under 
Obama, or if it’s just bad.”

As deadline looms, NFL 
meetings, negotiations resume

Meetings between lawyers and staff for the NFL and its players 
resumed Tuesday, with lawyers drafting language for a potential 
deal on certain issues. Among those present were people who are 
concerned with drug testing and how free agency would work.

Full negotiations are scheduled to start Thursday, with the 
clock ticking toward July 15, the day league officials have identi-
fied as critical for an agreement to be in place to avoid disruption 
of training camps and preseason games, which generate consider-
able revenue that is part of the salary cap.

The state of negotiations was still described as fragile by some-
one who had been briefed over the weekend, and the players’ 
leader, DeMaurice Smith, and some current players were said to 
be angered by a complaint filed by a group of retired players who 
believe their interests have not been properly represented during 
the negotiations. Still, nobody on either side seems to think the 
complaint could derail a deal.

The issue of improved benefits for retired players has become 
an unexpectedly thorny one in recent weeks. Players and own-
ers had agreed to create a “legacy fund” for retired players, with 
money that was to be diverted from rookie contracts under a new 
rookie wage scale going to retirees.

—Judy Battista, The New York Times 

Facebook’s Zuckerberg is No. 1 
page on Google(PLUS)

Any guesses as to who is the most popular person on 
Google(PLUS), the company’s new social networking service? 
Ashton Kutcher, perhaps? Or Lady Gaga?

Actually, that title is currently held by Mark Zuckerberg, the 
founder and chief executive of Facebook — the very service that 
Google(PLUS) was meant to challenge.

As of Tuesday evening, Zuckerberg had nearly 35,000 people 
following his updates on the service, more than anyone else in 
a broad survey of Google(PLUS) profiles by Social Statistics, an 
outside service. His fan base exceeds that of Larry Page, one of 
the founders of Google and its recently appointed chief execu-
tive, who had only 24,000 people following him.

Google(PLUS) is less than a week old and is still not yet 
widely available to the public. But access to the service, which 
lets people share photos, links, status updates and video chats 
with groups of friends, is already in high demand among early 
adopters who are eager to play with its features. That includes 
Zuckerberg, who apparently signed up to keep tabs on his new 
adversary.

—Jenna Wortham, The New York Times 

Reid shifts Senate attention  
from Libya to debt limit

WASHINGTON — With Republicans protesting that the Sen-
ate should be concentrating on the debt limit standoff this week, 
Sen. Harry Reid, the Nevada Democrat and majority leader, on 
Tuesday conceded the point and abruptly called off a planned 
debate on Libya.

After a series of complaints by Republicans that their Fourth 
of July break had been canceled to deal with the debt limit fight 
and not Libya, Reid essentially threw in the towel and said the 
Senate would instead take nonbinding votes later this week on 
how to address the debt limit dispute.

Republicans on Tuesday threatened to block consideration 
of the bipartisan resolution on Libya introduced two weeks ago, 
which would authorize U.S. military operations there, saying 
lawmakers should instead devote their energies to resolving the 
ongoing budget fight. Backers needed 60 votes to open debate 
on Libya and may have come up short in a vote set for Tuesday 
evening.

“We need to focus on the issue at hand,” said Sen. Bob Corker, 
R-Tenn.

In an appearance on the Senate floor, Reid said: “Notwith-
standing the broad support for the Libya resolution, the most 
important thing to focus on this week is the budget. Meetings are 
in process now and will continue on the debt limit and the larger 
debt matter throughout the Capitol.”

—Carl Hulse, The New York Times 

New Jersey Senate President 
refuses to apologize to Christie

New Jersey Gov. Chris Christie’s office scolded the State Sen-
ate president Tuesday for calling the governor names and say-
ing he wanted to punch him. But the Senate leader, refusing to 
apologize, said Christie was in no position to complain about 
harsh language.

Christie’s vetoes last week of dozens of items in the New Jer-
sey budget infuriated the Senate leader, Stephen M. Sweeney, 
and other Democrats, who charged that the governor’s vetoes 
were politically motivated. In an interview with The Star-Ledger 
of Newark, published Sunday, Sweeney called the governor “a 
bully and a punk,” “a rotten bastard” and a few other names, in-
cluding at least one best left unrepeated.

“I wanted to punch him in his head,” the senator said.
“You know who he reminds me of?” he also told The Star-Led-

ger. “Mr. Potter from ‚ÄòIt’s a Wonderful Life,”’ he also told The 
Star-Ledger, referring to the movie’s villain.

Sweeney’s wary alliance with the governor, a Republican, has 
been a crucial force behind enacting laws like a property tax cap 
and curbs on employee benefits. A rupture could complicate the 
governor’s pursuit of his agenda.

Christie is on vacation, but Tuesday, his communications 
director, Maria M. Comella, released a statement saying, “The 
governor believes the language used was inappropriate and dis-
respectful to the office, but he continues to stand ready to work 
with Senator Sweeney and the Legislature in a bipartisan man-
ner to get things done for the people of New Jersey.”

—Richard Perez-Pena, The New York Times 

By Landon Thomas Jr.  
and Rachel Donadio

The New York Times 

ATHENS, Greece — As he ap-
proached the end of another 16-hour 
workday, Evangelos Venizelos had 
one question on his mind: Will Eu-
rope come up with the money that 
Greece so desperately needs? As the 
new Greek finance minister, Veni-
zelos is the man in charge of steer-
ing a nearly bankrupt economy back 
on track — and, perhaps, preventing 
another global financial crisis.

No sooner had he presided over 
the close passage of a new austerity 
bill last week, than he was contend-
ing with the growing controversy 
over how much money private 
banks would contribute by taking 
on more Greek debt.

And as he prepared to travel to 
Berlin on Wednesday to make the 
case to Germany’s finance minis-
ter, Wolfgang Schauble, that Greece 
could fulfill its end of the bargain, 
Europe’s assistance was just one of 
the challenges that lay before him.

“This is a problem for not just 
Greece and Europe but for the 

global economy,” Venizelos said as 
he sank into a chair in his office late 
Tuesday evening.

His face was slightly pale and his 
eyes tired — the consequence of a 
relentless work pace that takes him 
from arm-twisting stubborn party 
members to support the govern-
ment’s program to leading tense 
negotiations with Greece’s creditors 
in Europe.

Outside his office, protesters 
camp out in Syntagma Square, 
many criticizing the tough policies 
that will result in 120,000 public 
sector workers’ losing their jobs in 
the next three years.

Venizelos acknowledges the 
deep strains that austerity has 
brought to Greece, but he argues 
that, in spite of the rising anger, 
there is little appetite for new elec-
tions and a change of government.

“Yes, we have protesters on the 
streets, but according to the polls, the 
big majority of popular opinion reject 
the idea of early elections,” he said.

In the eyes of many, though, the 
Greek government’s task is a fruit-
less one. Greece must raise 172 bil-
lion euros by 2014 — of which 85.6 

billion euros will go to paying off 
bondholders.

In Berlin on Wednesday, Veni-
zelos will make the case to his Euro-
pean partners that via an aggressive 
privatization program and other 
reforms — like opening up closed 
professions as varied as truck driv-
ers, lawyers, beekeepers and life-
guards — Greece can return to 
growth in 2012.

Venizelos also has the tall order 
of carrying out the measures.

“I have no problem about the 
implementation,” he said. “The 
problem is the financial stabiliza-
tion and also the behavior of the 
different international factors, be-
cause we have some asymmetric 
threats,” he added, referring to the 
ratings agencies that are watching 
his government’s every move and 
every figure in its balance sheets.

Unlike his predecessor, George 
Papaconstantinou, who was made 
environment and energy minister 
in a cabinet shake-up last month, 
Venizelos has the role of deputy 
prime minister, which allows him 
to convene cabinet meetings at his 
request.

Romney questioned on critique  
of economy under Obama

Big business leaves the 
deficit to the politicians

Finance minister in Greece 
moves from crisis to crisis

By David Leonhardt
The New York Times 

WASHINGTON — If you want 
to understand why cutting the defi-
cit is so hard, you can’t do much 
better than to look at the Business 
Roundtable.

The roundtable is one of the 
more moderate big-business lobby-
ing groups. Its president is John En-
gler, the former Michigan governor, 
and its incoming chairman is James 
McNerney, chief executive of Boe-
ing. When roundtable officials talk 
about the deficit, they use sober, 
common-sense language that can 
make them sound more reasonable 
than either political party.

But the roundtable is actually 
part of the problem.

Rhetoric aside, it consistently 
lobbies for a higher deficit. The 
roundtable defends corporate tax 
loopholes and even argues for new 
ones. It pushes for a lower cor-
porate tax rate. It favors the per-
manent extension of the Bush tax 

cuts. It opposes a reduction in the 
tax subsidy for health insurance, a 
reduction that was part of the 2009 
health reform bill. Oh, and the 
roundtable also favors new spend-
ing on roads, bridges and other 
infrastructure.

It’s easy to look at the squab-
bling politicians in Washington and 
decide that they are the cause of the 
country’s huge looming budget def-
icit. Certainly, they deserve some 
blame. The larger problem, though, 
is what you might call roundtable 
syndrome.

In short, there isn’t much of a 
constituency for deficit reduction. 
Sure, plenty of people and special-
interest groups say that they are 
deeply worried about the deficit. 
But they are not lobbying for spe-
cific spending cuts or tax increases. 
They aren’t marshaling their re-
sources to defend politicians who 
take tough stands, like President 
Barack Obama’s 2009 Medicare 
cuts or Rand Paul’s proposed mili-
tary cuts.

Instead, many of the officially 
nonpartisan groups in Washington 
are even less fiscally responsible 
than the partisans. Public sector 
labor unions have fought changes 
to pensions and work rules that 
could lead to less expensive, more 
effective government. Private sec-
tor unions — along with the round-
table — have defended the huge tax 
subsidy for health insurance, which 
drives up health costs.

Labor groups have at least been 
willing to push for some tax in-
creases. Today’s business groups 
struggle to come up with any spe-
cific deficit plan. Last year, the Busi-
ness Council — a group of top cor-
porate executives headed by Jamie 
Dimon of JPMorgan Chase — and 
the roundtable released a 49-page 
plan that simultaneously warned 
that projected deficits would “re-
tard future growth” and called for 
policies that would add hundreds of 
billions of dollars a year to the defi-
cit. That’s the essence of roundtable 
syndrome.



O
P

IN
IO

N
 O

P
IN

IO
N

 O
P

IN
IO

N
 O

P
IN

IO
N

 O
P

IN
IO

N
 O

P
IN

IO
N

 O
P

IN
IO

n
 O

pi
n

io
n

 O
P

IN
IO

N
 O

P
in

IO
N

4  The Tech� Wednesday, July 6, 2011

OPINION POLICY
Editorials are the official opinion of The Tech. They are 

written by the editorial board, which consists of Chairman 
Joseph Maurer, Editor in Chief Ethan A. Solomon, Managing 
Editor Connor Kirschbaum, Executive Editor Aislyn Schalck, 
Opinion Editors Nina Sinatra and Ryan Normandin, 
Contributing Editors David M. Templeton and Steve Howland, 
and Advisory Board member Andrew T. Lukmann.

Dissents are the signed opinions of editorial board members 
choosing to publish their disagreement with the editorial.

Letters to the editor, columns, and editorial cartoons are 
written by individuals and represent the opinion of the author, 
not necessarily that of the newspaper. Electronic submissions 
are encouraged and should be sent to letters@tech.mit.edu. 
Hard copy submissions should be addressed to The Tech, 
P.O. Box 397029, Cambridge, Mass. 02139-7029, or sent by 
interdepartmental mail to Room W20-483. All submissions are 
due by 4:30 p.m. two days before the date of publication.

Letters, columns, and cartoons must bear the authors’ 
signatures, addresses, and phone numbers. Unsigned letters will 

not be accepted. The Tech reserves the right to edit or condense 
letters; shorter letters will be given higher priority. Once 
submitted, all letters become property of The Tech, and will not 
be returned. Letters, columns, and cartoons may also be posted 
on The Tech’s Web site and/or printed or published in any other 
format or medium now known or later that becomes known. The 
Tech makes no commitment to publish all the letters received.

Guest columns are opinion articles submitted by members 
of the MIT or local community.

TO REACH US
The Tech’s telephone number is (617) 253-1541. E-mail is the 

easiest way to reach any member of our staff. If you are unsure 
whom to contact, send mail to general@tech.mit.edu, and it 
will be directed to the appropriate person. You can reach the 
editor in chief by e-mailing eic@tech.mit.edu. Please send press 
releases, requests for coverage, and information about errors 
that call for correction to news@tech.mit.edu. Letters to the 
editor should be sent to letters@tech.mit.edu. The Tech can be 
found on the World Wide Web at http://tech.mit.edu.

The caption for the mood meter photo in the April 15 issue 
mistakenly identified the creators as M. Ehsan Hoque G, Pro-
fessor of Media Arts and Sciences Rosalind W. Picard ScD ’91, 
and Javier H. Rivera G from left to right. The creators should be, 
from left to right, Javier H. Rivera G, Professor of Media Arts and 
Sciences Rosalind W. Picard ’86, and M. Ehsan Hoque G.

Corrections

Chairman 
Joseph Maurer ’12

Editor in Chief 
Ethan A. Solomon ’12

Business Manager 
Greg Steinbrecher ’12

Managing Editor 
Connor Kirschbaum ’13

Executive Editor 
Aislyn Schalck ’13

News Staff

News and Features Director: Pearle Lipinski 
’12; News Editors: Elijah Jordan Turner ’11, 
Jingyun Fan ’12, Robert McQueen ’12, Jessica 
J. Pourian ’13; Features Editor: Ana Lyons 
’12; Associate News Editor: Margaret Cunniff 
’13; Staff: John A. Hawkinson ’98, Arkajit Dey 
’11, Liz Tsai ’11, Danielle Gorman ’12, Ziwei 
Hao ’12, Jiyeon Baek ’13, Joy E. Lee ’13, Divya 
Srinivasan ’13, Aparna Sud ’13, Anne Cai ’14, 
Derek Chang ’14, Deborah Chen ’14, Stan 
Gill ’14, Rebecca Han ’14, Evan Moore ’14, 
Clara Park ’14, Isabella Wei ’14, Leo Zhou 
’14; Meteorologists: Allison A. Wing G, Vince 
Agard ’11, Roman Kowch ’12.
Production Staff

Editors: Judy Hsiang ’12, Stephanie L. Ku ’14, 
Sarah Ritter ’14; Staff: Fareeha Safir ’13, Ben S. 
Frank ’14; Illustrators: Monica Gallegos ’11, 
Robin L. Dahan ’12, Rachel Fong ’12, Alison 
Malouf ’12.
Opinion Staff

Editors: Nina Sinatra ’12, Ryan Normandin 
’13; Staff: Florence Gallez G, Ronan Killian 
McGovern G, Alejandro Rogers B. G, Keith A. 
Yost G, Vinayak Ranade ’09, Kavya  Joshi ’12, 
Rachel C. Bandler ’13, Andy Liang ’14, Nils 
Molina ’14, Mike Veldman ’14.
Sports Staff

Editors: David Zhu ’12, Shelley Ackerman 
’13; Staff: Michael Gerhardt ’12, Zach Hynes 
’12, Nydia Ruleman ’12, Carlos Greaves ’13, 
Russell Spivak ’13, Nidharshan Anandasivam 
’14, Sarah Weir ’14.
Arts Staff

Editor: Kathryn Dere ’13; Associate Editor: 
Samuel Markson ’12; Staff: Bogdan Fedeles 
G, Joanne Y. Shih ’10, Philipp Diesinger ’11, 
Jeff Z. Chen ’12, Maggie Liu ’12, Yü Linlin 
Huang ’13, Emily Nardoni ’13, Jenny Xie ’13, 
Natthida Wiwatwicha ’14, Carolyn Zhang ’14.
Photography Staff

Editors: Jessica Liu ’13, Sam Range ’13, Jessica 
L. Wass ’14; Associate Editor: Elijah Mena 
’13; Staff: Arthur Petron G, Melissa Renée 
Schumacher G, Manohar Srikanth G, Scott 
Johnston ’03, Biyeun M. Buczyk ’10, William 
Yee ’10, Michael Y. McCanna ’11, Yuanyu 
Chen ’12, Nicholas Chornay ’12, Meng Heng 
Touch ’12, Aditi Verma ’12, Feng Wu ’12, Arfa 
Aijazi ’13, Elizabeth D’Arienzo ’13, Logan P. 
Williams ’13, Xuan Yang ’13, Turner Bohlen 
’14, Vivek Dasari ’14, Andrew Swayze.
Campus Life Staff

Editor: Joanna Kao ’13; Associate Editor: 
Deena Wang ’14; Staff: Christine Yu ’11, 
Maeve Cullinane ’12, Paul Woods ’13, 
Amanda Aparicio ’14, Nazia Chowdhury ’14; 
Cartoonists: Joshua Meisel G, Emily Ruppel 
G, Irving E. Wang G, Michael Benitez ’12, Elise 
Stave ’13, Ramya Swamy ’14.
Business Staff

Advertising Manager: Moya Chin ’13; 
Operations Manager: Jennifer Fong ’13; 
Staff: Mark Thompson ’11, Wendy Cheng 
’13, Emmanuel Carrodeguas ’14, Sarine 
Shahmirian ’14.
Technology Staff

Director: Quentin Smith ’10; Staff: Maja R. 
Rudolph ’13, Alex Chernyakhovsky ’14.
Editors at Large

Contributing Editors: David M. Templeton 
’08, Jeff Guo ’11, Steve Howland ’11, Michael 
T. Lin ’11, Natasha Plotkin ’11, Maggie Lloyd 
’12, Michelle E. Szucs ’14; Senior Editors: 
Brian Hemond G, Charles Lin G, Satwiksai 
Seshasai G, Vibin Kundukulam ’11, Sherry 
Yan ’11.
Advisory Board

Karen Arenson ’70, Paul E. Schindler, Jr. ’74, V. 
Michael Bove ’83, Barry S. Surman ’84, Robert 
E. Malchman ’85, Deborah A. Levinson ’91, 
Jonathan E. D. Richmond PhD ’91, Karen 
Kaplan ’93, Saul Blumenthal ’98, Frank Dabek 
’00, Daniel Ryan Bersak ’02, Eric J. Cholankeril 
’02, Jordan Rubin ’02, Nathan Collins SM 
’03, Keith J. Winstein ’03, Akshay R. Patil ’04, 
Tiffany Dohzen ’06, Beckett W. Sterner ’06, 
Marissa Vogt ’06, Andrew T. Lukmann ’07, 
Zachary Ozer ’07, Austin Chu ’08, Michael 
McGraw-Herdeg ’08, Omari Stephens ’08, 
Marie Y. Thibault ’08, Ricardo Ramirez ’09, 
Nick Semenkovich ’09, Angeline Wang ’09, B. 
D. Colen.
Production Staff for This Issue

Editors: Judy Hsiang ’12, Connor Kirschbaum 
’13, Fareeha Safir ’13, Aislyn Schalck ’13, Ben 
S. Frank ’14; Copy Editor: Michelle Szucs ’14.

The Tech (ISSN 0148-9607) is published on Tuesdays and Fridays dur-
ing the academic year (except during MIT vacations), Wednesdays 
during January, and monthly during the summer by The Tech, Room 
W20-483, 84 Massachusetts Avenue, Cambridge, Mass. 02139. Sub-
scriptions are $50.00 per year (third class). Postmaster: Please send 
all address changes to our mailing address: The Tech, P.O. Box 397029, 
Cambridge, Mass. 02139-7029. Telephone: Editorial: (617) 253-
1541. Business: (617) 258-8324. Facsimile: (617) 258-8226. Advertising, 
subscription, and typesetting rates available. Entire contents © 2011 
The Tech. Printed on recycled paper by Mass Web Printing Company.

Last month’s vote to legal-
ize same-sex marriage in New 
York was a welcome victory 
in the struggle to provide all 
Americans, no matter their 
sexual orientation, with equal 
rights. It is self-evident that 
people should have the right to 
marry whom they love. 

The Tech fully endorses the 
New York vote. We ask that 
students who feel the same 
way contact their state and 
federal representatives from 
their home states and demand 
marriage equality. Demand 
that our country hold itself to 
its core principle: we’re all cre-
ated equal.

There’s also work to be 
done here at MIT. An issue 
with as many misconceptions 
and as much misinformation 
about it as same-sex mar-
riage obliges scientists and 
engineers to set the record 
straight. MIT is well-poised to 
help do just that. For instance, 
it is simply not true that gay 
or lesbian parents are any 
worse at raising children than 
heterosexual couples (for a 
literature review, see Anders-
sen et al., 2002 in the Scandi-
navian Journal of Psychology). 
Furthermore, gay and lesbian 
couples marry because they 
love each other (Ramos et al., 
2009 from UCLA’s Williams 
Institute), not because there’s 
a plot to destroy the institution 
of “traditional” marriage. Fi-
nally, a majority of Americans 
— 53 percent — believe that 
same-sex marriages should be 
legal, according to a May 2011 
Gallup poll. If you’ve been un-
able to make up your mind on 

this issue, look no further than 
the data: same-sex marriage 
is as healthy as heterosexual 
marriage, and most Ameri-
cans support it.

But what can advance un-
derstanding and acceptance 
of lesbian, gay, bisexual, and 
transgender (LGBT) commu-
nity members at MIT? So far, 
the Institute has been a leader 
among the country’s universi-
ties in providing support and 
services for LGBT students. 
In that vein, continuing in-
stitutional support for LGBT 
groups, programs, and services 
is crucial. 

However, significant chal-
lenges remain. The spring 2011 
Living Pink survey collected 
hundreds of comments from 
on and off-campus MIT liv-
ing groups about students’ 
attitudes towards peers with 
different sexual orientations. 
While many respondents said 
their living groups were wel-
coming, supportive environ-
ments, several cited instances 
of passive or active hate, at least 
one of which went unreported.

One commenter said, “This 
is MIT. This is the 21st century. 
Nobody cares if you’re gay.” 
But other comments indicat-
ed the opposite. The truth is, 
some people — even at MIT — 
do care if you’re gay.

MIT needs to work hard-
er to ensure that everybody 
in the MIT community 1) is 
aware that LGBT community 
members face discrimination 
because of their sexual ori-
entation and 2) understands 
that solving these problems 
requires work from all of us — 

LGBT and non-LGBT alike.
The Division of Student 

Life (DSL), in conjunction with 
LGBT student groups, should 
formulate ways to bring sub-
stantial, meaningful awareness 
of LGBT issues to all sectors of 
campus. Whether it be com-
bating hateful name-calling 
(unintentional or otherwise), 
social marginalization, vandal-
ism, or violence, MIT should 
be a leader in making its cam-
pus a truly accepting place. 
The exact mechanisms to bring 
this kind of awareness to MIT 
should be a point of ongoing 
discussion and are outside the 
scope of this editorial. What 
is clear is that making MIT an 
accepting place means getting 
everybody involved — at least 
aware — and DSL is in a posi-
tion to push for this goal.

Much work remains among 
MIT faculty as well. Few fac-
ulty members are out, and this 
contributes to a less welcom-
ing academic support environ-
ment; faculty members of old-
er generations may not be as 
accepting as current students 
of LGBT community members. 
DSL and the Provost’s office 
should pay much closer atten-
tion to this issue.

This editorial is by no 
means an exhaustive analy-
sis of the challenges between 
where we are now and a fully 
tolerant MIT community. We 
hope, however, to start a more 
open and frank dialogue be-
tween the LGBT community 
and allies, the administration, 
and faculty. 

Ryan Normandin has pub-
lished a dissent to this editorial.

Yes on same-sex marriage
New York was an important victory, but 

there’s more work ahead, including 
here at the Institute 

dissent
By Ryan Normandin

Dissenting

I am dissenting from 
the above editorial be-
cause it is my firm belief 
that by legalizing gay 
marriage, New York has 
become the latest state 
to embarrass itself and 
this country. Contrary 
to what the rest of the 
editorial board suggests, 
there is strong research 
conducted by Dr. Bruce 
J. Ellis, Professor of Psy-
chology at the Univer-
sity of Canterbury, and 
others demonstrating 
that a child needs a fa-
ther to develop prop-
erly. Further, there is 
no interest compelling 
enough to justify legaliz-
ing gay marriage. By the 
logic above — namely 
that “it is self-evident 
that people should have 
the right to marry whom 
they love,” the govern-
ment should allow 
first cousins or siblings 
to marry. Love is not 
enough for the govern-
ment to spend my tax 
dollars subsidizing a 
relationship which does 
not serve a compelling 
interest. Heterosexual 
relationships, on the 
contrary, allow for the 
propagation of Ameri-
can society, which jus-
tifies a government 
subsidy. For the rest of 
my argument, please 
see my counterpoint on 
page five. While I do not 
endorse New York’s de-
cision, I do agree with 
the rest of the editorial 
board’s encouragement 
of the MIT community 
to continue providing 
support and services 
and raising awareness 
for LGBT students, as 
it would for any other 
group that has faced 
lack of acceptance or 
has been the subject of 
social marginalization.

Illustration by Candice Calve
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By Ryan Normandin
Opinion Editor

It is unfortunate that there is such 
a growing stigma attached to arguing 
against gay marriage — at least here in the 
liberal bastion that is Massachusetts. If 
one is opposed to legalizing gay marriage, 
it is automatically assumed that the oppo-
sition rests on a basis of hate, homopho-
bia, or other such negative motivations. 
There are, in fact, legitimate, substantive 
reasons as to why gay marriage should not 
be legalized.

Opposition to gay marriage has such a 
negative connotation because advocates 
have successfully framed the issue as one 
of equal rights. By this logic, if you oppose 
gay marriage, you are opposed to equal 
rights for everyone. They claim that the 
Equal Protection Clause of the Fourteenth 
Amendment guarantees them the right to 
marry whomever they desire, including 
members of the same sex. To forbid this 
would, in their minds, be discrimination. 
But do all people have the right to marry 
whomever they want already, with the 
exception of same-sex couples? No; states 
have laws regulating marriage, forbidding 
first cousins from marrying, brothers and 
sisters from marrying, parents and off-
spring from marrying, and people from 
marrying animals, inanimate objects, or 
multiple other individuals.

Why is marriage regulated by the gov-
ernment at all? In fact, not only are there 
restrictions on certain types of marriages, 
but there are incentives for heterosexu-
als (not falling into the categories above) 
to marry. Why should the government 
encourage — through tax breaks and 
other benefits — some types of marriages 
while banning others? The rationale is 
that males and females, when married, 
are more likely to procreate, thus ensur-
ing the continuation of American society. 
It is certainly to America’s advantage to 
have citizens, so there exists a compelling 
state interest justifying government sub-
sidization of heterosexual marriage. The 
banned types of marriage are similarly 
rationalized; offspring from family mem-
bers who marry are significantly more 
likely to be sterile, thus unable to continue 
the proliferation of society, or otherwise 
impaired. It is therefore not in the interest 
of government to encourage these types of 
marriages.

It should be obvious, by this point, 
which category gay marriage falls into. 
Same-sex couples are unable to procreate, 
meaning that there is no compelling in-
terest to subsidize their marriages. At this 
point, many would argue that the happi-

ness of same-sex couples would be en-
hanced by gay marriage, thus providing a 
compelling interest. This, in fact, is not the 
case. The government has already shown 
through prohibiting certain types of mar-
riage that it does not view enhanced hap-
piness as a compelling enough interest to 
encourage marriage of any kind. After all, 
if “enhanced happiness” was a compelling 
interest, it could be used to justify govern-
ment subsidization of chocolate, which is 
proven to increase happiness through the 
release of certain endorphins. In fact, one 
could argue that the government should 
subsidize anything and everything that 
makes someone happy. Thus, “enhanced 
happiness” can clearly not be considered 
a compelling enough interest to justify the 
recognition and, therefore, subsidization 
of gay marriage.

While same-sex couples certainly 
cannot reproduce themselves, artificial 
insemination for lesbians would be an 
option. Or it might be argued that the gov-
ernment should subsidize gay marriages 
to make it easier to adopt. Despite neither 
arguments of these being good enough 
reasons to justify legalizing any of the 
types of banned marriages discussed ear-
lier, it bears discussing. Regarding fami-
lies where the father is absent, research 
by University of Canterbury professor 
Bruce J. Ellis has shown that, “greater ex-
posure to father absence was strongly as-
sociated with elevated risk for early sexual 
activity and adolescent pregnancy.” This 
is relevant to the debate around same-
sex marriage because, in lesbian couples, 
any daughter would certainly be growing 
up apart from their biological father, thus 
increasing the risk of these unfortunate 
effects.

Further evidence on the importance 
of having both a mother and father is pro-
vided by Stanford psychologist Eleanor 
MacCoby, who points out that “mothers, 
on average, may have somewhat stronger 
parental ‘instincts’ when it comes to re-
sponding to young infants.” In male gay 
couples, this is by definition not the case. 
An increasing body of evidence shows 
that it is indeed more advantageous for 
children to grow up having both a mother 
and a father. Once again, we cannot put 
the “enhanced happiness” that same-sex 
couples would get from raising a child 
above the well-being of that child.

Gay marriage is not a civil rights issue; 
it is a question of whether or not there ex-
ists a compelling enough interest for the 
government to subsidize and encourage 
gay marriage. As same-sex couples cannot 
procreate and, in fact, have the potential 
to harm any children they might raise, it 
is certainly in the interest of the federal 
government to maintain the stance it 
presented in the Defense of Marriage Act 
(DOMA). Section 2 states “the word ‘mar-
riage’ means only a legal union between 
one man and one woman as husband and 
wife, and the word ‘spouse’ refers only to 
a person of the opposite sex who is a hus-
band or a wife.”

Gay marriage should not 
be made legal
No interest is compelling enough to justify 
gay marriage

point counterpoint

By Keith Yost
Staff columnist

A central tenet of all true libertari-
anism is that individuals, not the state, 
are the final arbiters of morality. The 
role of the state as a promoter of moral 
behavior exists only as a corollary to its 
monopoly on force or its role as a coor-
dinator of collective action, i.e., the state 
exists to prevent a man from imposing 
his will upon another through violence 
or theft, and to broker an agreement 
when decisions cannot be made at the 
individual level. To extend the law be-
yond that is to make the state a conduit 
for the very impositions that it was built 
to defend against. It is a subversion of 
free society.

Many object to this notion of a lim-
ited state, and the most common objec-
tion is as simple as it is hypocritical: if 
the state does not enforce my version of 
moral behavior, then others will not ob-
serve it. People will not give to charity on 
their own — we need welfare programs. 
People will not abstain from drugs on 
their own — we must prohibit consump-
tion. And people will not conform their 
sexuality to my norms — we must pun-
ish them.

What makes the objection hypocriti-
cal is that when the shoe is on the other 
foot and the critic finds himself in that 
doleful minority whose rights have been 
“morally” abridged, all one can hear 
are plaintive cries of how the majority 
has gotten it wrong and how unjust the 
law has become. When that day comes, 
whither that former faith in the moral 
superiority of the 51 percent? Whither 
the certitude that one man deserves the 
authority to govern the life of his neigh-
bor? Never mind the abysmal record 
of states as moral actors — each man 
seems to think that the only problem 
with dictatorship is that he wasn’t put in 
charge.  

The recent legalization of gay mar-
riage in New York is more than just 
symbolic — unlike California, which 
offers nearly all of the benefits of mar-
riage through civil unions, marriage 
equality in New York is a significant im-
provement over civil unions and grants 
significant new benefits to homosexual 
couples. But the question remains: can 
this be counted as a victory in the long-
running battle to return moral agency to 

the individual, or is this merely a revi-
sion of the 51 percent’s edicts? In other 
words, is this a shift in the relationship 
between citizens and government, or is 
this an isolated reform, applicable only 
within the narrow confines of marriage 
contracts?

If it is the former (and I hope that it is), 
then with luck we will not follow up New 
York by merely extending gay marriage 
elsewhere, but instead re-examine the 
whole idea of offering benefits to mar-
ried couples, and after that re-examine 
why the government is in the business of 
legislating morality in the first place.  

For a long time, gay marriage op-
ponents have hid their moral crusade 
behind the flimsiest of secular justifica-
tions, claiming that marriage benefits 
are intended to incentivize child rearing 
and procreation. This defense is absurd.  
Firstly, if child rearing were the goal, 
why wouldn’t we simply place subsidies 
on children directly? Why grant couples 
such huge benefits in their taxes, pen-
sion payouts, health care, and so on, 
when the same effect could be had at a 
fraction of the price by increasing the 
per-child tax deduction?

Secondly, it is unclear why we would 
even desire to incentivize population 
growth, or how we would reconcile that 
desire with such a contradictory immi-
gration policy. It’s more likely that the 
procreation argument is merely a conve-
nient invention.

Granting partners visitation rights 
in hospitals and other non-pecuniary 
privileges is a trivial imposition on single 
people, but the sizable offering of finan-
cial benefits that come with marriage is 
blatant discrimination. Single tax payers 
are footing the bill for massive govern-
ment largesse, with nothing more than 
Judeo-Christian moralizing to motivate 
this favoritism.

As gay marriage proponents savor 
their well-deserved victory, perhaps 
they will remember that New York is 
only the sixth state to legalize gay mar-
riage, and take pause. If 44 states and 
the federal government could all come 
to the wrong conclusion on such a basic 
moral question, then what confidence 
can there really be in government com-
ing to the right conclusion on other 
moral matters? If they think it perfectly 
acceptable to force their conception of 
right and wrong on others, whether it be 
over drug prohibitions, or censorship, 
or any of the myriad ways in which Levi-
athan rears its ugly head into the private 
lives of U.S. citizens, let them be chas-
tened by the slowness (New York not-
withstanding) that has marked the mar-
riage equality movement. The majority 
is not morally infallible; if anything, it 
commits greater sins than the constitu-
ents that make it up.

If we draw one principle of govern-
ment from New York, let it be this: as I 
would not be a slave, so I would not be 
a master.

Good job ending bias 
toward heterosexuals…
… Now end favoritism toward couples, 
period.

Is this a shift in 
the relationship 
between citizens and 
government, or is this 
an isolated reform, 
applicable only 
within the confines of 
marriage contracts?

It is certainly in the 
interest of the federal 
government to 
maintain its stance it 
presented in DOMA.

Solution to Crossword
from page 7

Solution to Sudoku
from page 7

6 4 7 8 3 9 2 5 1
9 3 2 5 1 7 6 8 4
8 5 1 4 2 6 9 7 3
2 7 6 1 8 4 5 3 9
5 9 8 6 7 3 4 1 2
3 1 4 2 9 5 8 6 7
1 6 3 9 4 8 7 2 5
4 2 5 7 6 1 3 9 8
7 8 9 3 5 2 1 4 6

Solution to Techdoku
from page 7

4 6 5 3 1 2
6 2 1 5 3 4
1 3 2 6 4 5
5 1 6 4 2 3
3 5 4 2 6 1
2 4 3 1 5 6

from new_skills import *

def learnMarketableJobSkills():
    return linux, OSX, javascript, applescript, perl, python, PHP

if self.interest == True: 
    print “E-mail join@tech.mit.edu”

----:----F1 joinTechno.py       (Python)--L1--Top-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------

File   Edit   Options   Buffers    Tools   Im-Python   Python   Help

Is there anyone you want to shadow for 24 hours?

We’re looking for writers to follow someone around 
for one day and write about it!

 
It’s a great way to make connections on campus!

Join Campus Life @ The Tech!

E-mail join@tech.mit.edu
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By Keith Yost
Staff Columnist

There are two methods by which man-
kind searches for the truth.  

The first, which is dominant at this In-
stitute, is the scientific method. Research-
ers pose questions, hypothesize answers to 
those questions, gather empirical evidence 
on the validity (or invalidity) of a hypothesis, 
and then revise their hypotheses to achieve 
as great a consistency as possible with the 
collected evidence.

The second method, which is dominant 
outside the confines of a university or labo-
ratory, is the adversarial method. A pair of 
advocates stands before an audience and 
pleads the merits of two contradictory pos-
sibilities. The case that the audience finds the 
most compelling is taken as fact, and its rival 
is discarded.

It is tempting, as scientists, to dismiss 
the second method entirely. “Leave the de-
bates to lawyers and politicians,” one might 
say, “and let MIT concern itself only with the 
science.”

The problem with an MIT that absolves 
itself of any advocative role is that human be-
ings do not naturally reason with the scien-
tific method. Almost everywhere in our lives 
we apply the adversarial method, picking 
and choosing between explanations purely 
based on their immediate plausibility. If MIT 
does not speak with a clear voice on scientific 

facts, it risks not being heard at all.
Much as it is with news organizations, a 

great deal of the value added by a scientific 
institution is not in its generation of infor-
mation, but in the interpretation of that in-
formation for lay audiences and policy mak-
ers. It’s not enough to analyze core samples 
from the arctic ice shelf — what do those 
samples suggest for the intensity of global 
warming? Somewhere along the line, the 
results of the scientific method need to ven-
ture out into the adversarial arena and take 
a stand; someone needs to fight for science’s 
agenda.

For some extreme cases, there is little 
conflict between advancing a conclusion to 
the general public and performing unbiased 
research. Case in point: from July 20 to July 
22, the MIT Media Lab is hosting a conven-
tion on Facilitated Communication (FC). FC 
is the idea that severely autistic people are 
capable of communicating with the outside 
world, and need only a facilitator to support 
their hands while they type at a keyboard. 

The concept has been long-discredited, with 
numerous studies showing that any positive 
results have been the result of either outright 
fraud or unconscious direction by the facili-
tators. FC is the equivalent of believing that 
Ouija boards allow us to communicate with 
ghosts.

Proponents of FC hope to use MIT’s good 
reputation to lend credit to their pseudosci-
ence, and MIT shouldn’t let them. From the 
naive perspective of the scientific method, 
it shouldn’t matter whether or not FC pro-
ponents have a conference — if there is no 
scientific validity to the idea of FC, then it 

doesn’t matter how many conferences are 
held; the hypothesis will still be discarded. 
But realistically, giving FC practitioners a 
forum with which to spread their malarkey 
comes at a great cost. By failing to clearly 
denounce pseudoscience, MIT is inviting 
millions of dollars to be wasted in needless 
research and treatment attempts, and it is 
harming autistic patients, who could other-
wise receive useful treatment.

Of course, an MIT that embraces advoca-
cy is not without its headaches. After throw-
ing out the homeopaths and astrologists, 
what is MIT to do in the gray areas? How is 
MIT to come down on a professor such as 
Richard Lindzen, an excellent and thorough 
scientist, but whose research succors those 
who believe climate change to be a whole-
sale fabrication by a shadowy conspiracy of 
academics? Overly zealous advocacy invites 
the same tragedy that befell the University 
of East Anglia, which, while not committing 
fraud, lost its reputation as an honest broker 
of scientific information, when computer 
servers containing thousands of research 
documents and emails were released in 
2009. Worse, advocacy can mean advocacy 
of the wrong conclusion — if MIT draws a 
conclusion too early, it could stifle dissent 
and undermine the quality of its research.

Striking a balance between the focused 
message needed by the adversarial method 
and the open mind that is needed by the 
scientific method is a difficult and nuanced 
task. But as the upcoming facilitated com-
munication convention demonstrates, MIT 
can do better. The decentralized, ad hoc way 
in which MIT crafts its message to the public 
has watered down the Institute’s influence 
and prevented it from coherently advocat-
ing in the policy arena. At a minimum, we 
should not be allowing pseudoscientists 
to use the Institute as a backdrop for their 
propaganda.

Of lawyers and scientists
MIT must balance its science and advocacy more carefully

By failing to clearly denounce pseudoscience, 
MIT is inviting millions of dollars to be wasted in 
needless research and treatment attempts, and it 
is harming autistic patients, who could otherwise 
receive useful treatment.

Do you blog?
� e Tech is starting a blog this semester.  

If you care about politics, international relations, or campus events, but 
don’t have the time to write long-form opinion columns, this is your chance.

We want bloggers to write short entries for two Opinion features:

Things that happen here at MIT 
(dining, student government, dorms, 

orientation...take your pick!)

And beyond:  We love internationally-themed content!

email us at:
opinion@tech.mit.edu

Things that happen in the U.S. 
political world.  2011 is shaping up to 

be an  exciting year!

2012 Presidential Elections
N CAMPUS

This space donated by The Tech
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Instructions: Fill in the grid so that each column, row, and 3 by 3 grid contains 
exactly one of each of the digits 1 through 9.

Instructions: Fill in the grid so that each column and row contains exactly one of 
each of the numbers 1–6. Follow the mathematical operations for each box.

Sudoku
Solution, page 5

4 9 5
3 1 7 6

1 4 9 3
7 6 9

8 4
3 8 6
1 3 8 7

5 7 6 9
8 3 4

Techdoku
Solution, page 5

144× 5× 6×

2 360×

4+ 2 2÷ 5

30× 18+ 3×

20× 12×

30×

Crossword Puzzle
Solution, page 5

Across
1 Modify to fit
6 Nile bird
10 Early late-night host Jack
14 __-Bismol
15 It smells
16 Golden Fleece ship
17 Devoured every bit of
18 Coke or Pepsi
19 “Peter Pan” pirate
20 Suffering writer’s block
23 Color gradation
24 “Days of __ Lives”
25 One of the Musketeers
28 Paintings by dadaist Max
30 Really little
32 Sport __: family vehicle
33 Is bratty
35 “Do it, or __!”
36 Suffering writer’s block
41 Open fields
42 Modeling session activity
43 Frequently, to a poet
44 Docking spot
46 Black Sea resort
50 Offers from a genie
52 Small bill
53 Favored student
54 Suffering writer’s block
58 Pinza of “South Pacific”
60 Space-saving abbr.
61 Many sculptures
62 Parking lot fillers
63 Complexion problem

64 Krupp Works city
65 Decides
66 Letters after pi
67 Color-coded Monopoly cards

Down
1 Geronimo’s tribe
2 Route around the construction area
3 Ancestors in Darwin’s theory
4 Spitter’s sound
5 Exceptional
6 Acquire, as liabilities
7 Cartoon flapper Betty
8 Maui, for one
9 Sailor
10 Carbo-loader’s choice
11 Military mascot
12 It goes before beauty, so they say
13 __ v. Wade: 1973 Supreme Court 

decision
21 Enthusiasm
22 Get too personal
26 “__ sin to tell ...”
27 Witnesses
29 Get fresh with
30 Henry Higgins, to Eliza
31 NYSE debuts
34 Apartment house manager, slangily
35 Periphery
36 Go with the __
37 Strategy for reducing loan 

payments, briefly
38 Admits an embarrassing error
39 “Shrek” ogress

40 Obligated to repay a loan
44 Split __ soup
45 “Cross my heart”
47 Few and far between
48 Became vaguely aware of
49 Diet guru who wouldn’t have 

recommended 10-

51 Reform Party founder Perot
52 Looks boldly at
55 Rash symptom
56 Prefix with second
57 Get beaten
58 Earth-friendly prefix
59 Reheat, nowadays

by Jerry Holkins 
and Mike Krahulik

The Enervator
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David M. Templeton—The Tech

A worker makes electrical connections to a fireworks shell that has been 
loaded into its firing tube midday Saturday.

Joanna Kao—The Tech

The honor guard displays flags before the beginning of the concert.
David M. Templeton—The Tech

Firing tubes that have not yet been loaded with fireworks shells are seen midday Saturday.

Joanna Kao—The Tech

Keith Lockhart, conductor of the Boston Pops, and Michael Chiklis, host for the 
concert, pose for reporters before the beginning of the July 4th concert at the Es-
planade. Chiklis is best known for playing Detective Vic Mackey on The Shield.

Joanna Kao—The Tech

Staff Sergeant Tracy Labrecque and the U.S. Army Field Band and Soldiers Chorus kick off the program with the Star-Spangled Banner.

Joanna kao—The Tech

Members of the 101st Field Artillery Regiment fire off cannons during the 1812 
Overture.

Aislyn Schalck—The Tech

Members of the public watch the fireworks, which started shortly after 
10:30 p.m. on Monday night.

Jessica Liu—The Tech

Boats gather on the Charles River to watch the fireworks display.

Jessica L. Wass—The Tech

Over 15,000 fireworks lit up the sky above the Charles River on Monday night.

H H H H H H H H H H H H H H H H H H H H H H H H H H
Fireworks and the Boston Pops celebrate the nation’s 235th birthday

Manohar Srikanth—The Tech

Thousands lined the Charles River to watch the fireworks display.
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the IFC kicking Beta off the campus for a 
long period of time. “We wanted to have 
a smoother landing rather than a crash 
landing, so we decided to act and put 
ourselves up in place for a well-organized 
fresh start in a few years,” Feinstein said.

Beta has been on declining status 
with the national fraternity and in “very 
low standing” with the IFC for some time, 
according to Feinstein. “They basically 
were one step above being shut down. 
They had written sanctions and goals 
from the national fraternity that were 
given to them in the fall that told them 
what they had to do. If they didn’t, they’d 
be subject to being shut down. They were 
nearly shut down by the IFC after their 

risk management incident in the fall; 
they received very severe sanctions from 
the IFC and significant financial fines 
regarding alcohol social probation. That 
was down from the suggested penalty, 
which was much harsher,” Feinstein said. 
“Their performance [on their national 
fraternity’s expectations] was one of the 
reasons why we decided to take the ac-
tion.” Feinstein declined to comment on 
the specifics of the national fraternity’s 
written goals.

The alumni board had considered 
disbanding the chapter last fall after the 
IFC put Beta on social probation. “We 
considered it in the fall, but I think we 
made the right decision then to make 
it crystal clear what we were expecting 
from them, what progress we were ex-

pecting, and give them time to address 
it. And they were sincere in their desire 
to address it, I really think they wanted to, 
but I think they were victims of their own 
situation because their numbers make it 
tough,” Feinstein said.

According to the FSILG office, the 
chapter had 28 members, with eight 
graduating last month and three mem-
bers initiated over the past year.

By the end of the spring semester, 
the alumni board “determined that they 
were not making enough progress,” Fein-
stein said.

Telling the Beta brothers
The brothers were told of the decision 

to disband their chapter during a meet-
ing on June 5, the Sunday following grad-

uation. “It was supposed to be a meeting 
to prepare for the summer, said Victor 
Nevarez ’12, president of Beta. “The chap-
ter was to be disbanded, the reason being 
that we weren’t capable of sustaining a 
good fraternity. [They] didn’t believe the 
chapter was holding the values of the fra-
ternity well enough.”

According to Nevarez, the brothers 
were not surprised about the decision, 
so there wasn’t much disagreement, but 
they were surprised by the timing of the 
decision. “The only thing people were 
really upset about was the short amount 
of time and the time that was chosen. 
The decision itself, everyone saw it com-
ing. It was mainly the execution,” Neva-
rez said. 

According to Nevarez, most were up-

set because they were not around when 
the decision was made. “A lot of people 
were out of the country or back at home. 
And people who were here had very lim-
ited time to move out to find somewhere 
to live,” he said.

Feinstein said that they chose June 
5 because they didn’t want to disrupt 
the brothers’ academics. “It wouldn’t 
have been fair to them. We could have 
done it before graduation, but we didn’t 
want to spoil the day for those graduat-
ing. We decided to do it right after that, 
at the start of the summer, so that the 
guys would have the best chance to find 
a place to live for the summer and get in 
line for fall housing. I don’t think there’s 
ever a convenient time to take these ac-
tions, but we felt that this was the best 
option.”

Nevarez said that he would have 
preferred to be notified about a month 
before the end of the semester, “when 
people could have still chosen to live on 
campus and gotten a place on campus 
that they’d be comfortable with,” Nevarez 
said.

The FSILG and MIT Housing Office 
are working with the residents of the Beta 
house to get housing in the dorms for 
the fall. However, according to Nevarez, 
many of the brothers are being assigned 
to dorms that they do not prefer since 
they are requesting dorms later than the 
rest of the student population.

Vandalism to the house
According to Senior Associate Dean 

of Residential Life and Dining Henry J. 
Humphreys, the Beta house was vandal-
ized a few days after the brothers moved 
out of the house. Detective Sergeant 
Craig Martin of the MIT Police is con-
ducting an investigation of the situation. 
Martin could not be reached as of 7 p.m. 
yesterday.

According to Feinstein, the house was 
not broken into, but he did not provide 
any other comment.

Beta’s future
Beta will begin with a fresh start in 

fall 2013. Unlike fraternities that are un-
der suspension or have been expelled by 
the IFC, Beta will not have to reapply to 
become a fraternity at MIT. “We realize 
that they have a long history, and every-
body will be working together to make 
sure they have a strong start that fall,” said 
Gordon W. Wintrob ’12, president of the 
IFC.

In the spring of 2013, a Beta represen-
tative from the national fraternity will 
be living in the Beta house full time. He 
will be “participating in Campus Preview 
Weekend, connecting with people on 
campus, and creating a positive presence 
for Beta starting at that time and looking 
to meet incoming freshmen,” Feinstein 
said.

Until then, rooms in their houses on 
119 and 120 Bay State Road will be rented 
out to graduate students.

Beta alumni are planning on recruit-
ing a founding house of freshmen, soph-
omores, juniors, and seniors all at one 
time when they return to MIT in 2013.

neighborhood where this property 
currently lies dormant.

MIT’s Grounds Services divi-
sion and Repair and Maintenance 
(R&M) division are planning to move 
from their current sites in NW62 on 
Mass. Ave. and E19, respectively. The 
Grounds Services division maintains 
MIT’s ourdoors areas and the R&M 
division maintains HVAC systems 
and plumbing. NW62 will be demol-
ished along with other buildings just 
north of Random Hall as part of a 
redevelopment project led by Forest 
City Boston, a real-estate company.

At last month’s meeting in NW35, 
Facilities director John DiFava cited 
the former California Products build-
ing as a good site for Grounds and 
R&M because it is close to campus, 
already owned by MIT, and can serve 
the various storage, repair, and ad-
ministrative needs of the displaced 

Facilities groups. The building has 
gone largely unused for years, since 
MIT acquired the property to allow 
for the reconfiguration of roads in 
the area. The Institute built California 
Products, a paint company, a new fac-
tory in Andover, Mass. in exchange.

If Facilities does pick the site, the 
site will need to undergo substantial 
renovations before it can be used. 
“Shops,” like for plumbing, carpentry, 
and metal work will be installed, in 
addition to exterior renovations and 
landscaping of the property. MIT sug-
gested a variety of modern designs for 
the building’s now crumbling, bat-
tered exterior.

Sarah E. Gallop, director of MIT’s 
community relations office, noted to 
Cambridge residents that MIT has 
not made any decisions yet. Feed-
back from area residents, she said, 
was part of the evaluation process. If 
MIT moves forward with relocating 
the Facilities groups here, it will not 

need to request any re-zoning.
Several Cambridge residents from 

the dense residential area around the 
site raised concerns over noise, park-
ing, and the further development of 
housing in south Cambridgeport.

MIT acknowledged that the build-
ing’s ventilation and carpentry shop 
would create noise, but were firm that 
noise levels would be within city stan-
dards. DiFava noted the current loca-
tion of R&M, in the same building as 
labs and offices, is not a problem and 
noise is contained well.

On the issue of parking, MIT said 
that Facilities employees would park 
in lots already owned and used by 
MIT and therefore would not take up 
valuable street parking. When pressed 
on the issue, DiFava acknowledged to 
concerned residents that MIT could 
not prevent Facilities employees with 
Cambridge permits from parking on 
Cambridgeport streets, but assumed 
that few, if any, employees would ac-

tually do this.
Cambridge Vice Mayor Henri-

etta Davis (also a resident of the area) 
voiced concerns over the develop-
ment of housing in south Cambridge-
port — a long-time goal of the city 
and neighborhood leaders. For years, 
Cambridge has been looking to tran-
sition light industrial areas in Cam-
bridgeport to residential use.

“[This] wasn’t what the council en-
visioned with the zoning that pushed 
towards housing but left [MIT] the 
option for commercial,” said Davis. 
The plan to convert the former paint 
factory into a Facilities garage, she 
said, did not seem “compatible” with 
the housing situation in the area.

Davis also noted that the poten-
tial Facilities building directly abuts 
an affordable housing complex now 
under construction. The complex — 
“Putnam Green” — will help enclose 
the old factory on two sides with resi-
dential buildings when complete.

Residents also inquired as to the 
status of smaller California Products 
buildings across the street from the 
main site. The Institute currently has 
no plans for those buildings, but did 
not rule out the possibility that extra 
space could be converted for com-
munity parking use. The large, MIT-
owned lot on Waverly St. will be used 
for Facilities vehicles parking.

Another resident called the pro-
posed site an “eyesore” and suggest-
ed that renovation and landscaping 
would be an improvement. But an-
other chimed in: “At least it’s a quiet 
eyesore.”

MIT currently has no timeframe 
for the proposal, and will continue to 
solicit community feedback at follow-
up meetings. The Institute invited 
area residents on a tour of current 
Facilities buildings, to get a sense of 
the potential for noise and the type 
of work that would be done in the 
building.

new lab may also delve into transportation research. Though 
the lab has very general research goals, specific projects are 
driven largely by the individual researchers.

Marks is enthusiastic about working with members of the 
MIT community. According to Marks, MIT Associate Professor 
Wojciech Matusik PhD ’03 is already serving as a consultant for 
the lab, and Professor Alexander H. Slocum ’82 is involved with 
a project concerning the next-generation stroller — an integral 
part of the experiences of families with young children that visit 
Disney Parks. Marks said that the lab will be offering both stu-
dent internships and opportunities for MIT faculty to collabo-
rate at the lab.

Marks also said that the Cambridge lab will serve as a “nexus 
for collaboration with other parts of Disney Research.” Other 
Disney Research labs focusing on computer vision and com-
puter graphics could reach the MIT community via the Cam-
bridge lab.

Marks said that Disney’s 2006 acquisition of Pixar influ-
enced the decision to reopen a lab in Cambridge. “We started 
building our research capabilities this time around shortly after 
the merger of Pixar and Disney. Pixar has always had a strong 
research organization, and we wanted to expand that approach 
to research across the whole company.” John Breckow, direc-
tor of communication for Walt Disney Imagineering, said in an 
email that Disney Research chose to return to Cambridge “be-
cause of the great university culture and entrepreneurial spirit 
in the area.” He said that the choice to close the original Cam-
bridge lab “was a business decision.”

While the old Cambridge lab tended to be more private, 
Marks said that the new lab will follow the new Pixar-influ-
enced model of other Disney Research labs. Disney Research is 
emphasizing an outward focus by collaborating with academia 
and openly publishing results. One opportunity the company is 
taking advantage of is the SIGGRAPH 2011 conference, an an-
nual computer graphics summit. Marks said Disney Research 
will be “the dominant research organization at the conference.”

Since the lab is just opening, its staff very small — Breckow 
said that the lab is aiming to initially employ 12–15 people. 
Marks said the hope is to hire one or two principal investiga-
tors per year and make other hiring decisions based on the 
needs of the PIs, “on par with small academic departments.” 
The expected composition of the staff allows for extensive in-
teraction with MIT; Breckow said the lab will be “a mixture of 
full-time researchers, post-docs, student interns, and faculty 
consultants.”

Breckow added that this staff mixture would be similar to 
the existing Disney Research labs in Pittsburgh and Zurich. Ad-
ditional Disney Research facilities are located in Salt Lake City 
and in multiple California locations.

Borges to manage Maseeh Hall
As of July 1, Rui Borges is officially the new house man-

ager of Maseeh Hall, MIT’s newest undergraduate dorm. 
For the past 10 years, Borges has served as the house man-
ager of Simmons Hall. In an email to Simmons residents, 
he said that he will miss everyone at Simmons and is look-
ing forward to the new challenges he will face as manager 
of Maseeh Hall. Over the next few weeks, he will be work-
ing closely with Nika L. Hollingsworth, who was named 
as his successor as house manager of Simmons Hall. Hol-
lingsworth has spent the past two and a half years as as-
sistant manager of the Warehouse, one of MIT’s graduate 
dormitories. Rounding out the house team at Maseeh will 
be Suzanne Flynn and Jack Carroll, formerly of the Phoenix 
Group, who will now be the Housemasters of Maseeh Hall.

� —Judy Hsiang

NIKITA A. KHLYSTOV

The Beta Theta Pi fraternity was disbanded for two years by its local alumni 
association and national organization. 

Brothers upset by decision timing
Alumni tells fraternity the week following Commencement

Pixar acquisition 
boosts research
Lab to host 12-15 researchers

New location will require substantial improvements
Cambridge community concerned about possible noise pollution caused by facilities move

Beta, from Page 1

Disney, from Page 1

Facilities, from Page 1
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the Charles River. Those seek-
ing the best seats for the spec-
tacle arrived early in the morn-
ing, stretching clusters of lawn 
chairs from the Harvard Bridge 
all the way to the Hatch Shell, 
where the 38th Annual Boston 
Pops Fireworks Spectacular 
would take place later in the 
day. Other spectators took to the 
seas, docking their boats around 
the barge from which the fire-
work show would ignite and 
release its potential energy into 
the skies. 

Over half a million people 
turned out for the celebrations, 
and the concert began at 8:30 
p.m. with Keith Lockhart con-
ducting the Boston Pops at the 
Hatch Shell. Singer Lionel Rich-
ie was expected to join the Bos-
ton Pops, but he bowed out at 
the last minute, citing strained 
vocal chords. Country music 
star Martina McBride stepped 
in for Richie and sang her hit 
songs “Independence Day” and 
“This One’s for the Girls.” The 
audience joined along in song 
as well, especially during the 
Pops’ rendition of “Bohemian 
Rhapsody.”

Other guest singers who 
performed that night included 
Norm Lewis, who sang “Go the 
Distance” from Hercules. Fol-
lowing Lewis, Michael Chiklis, a 
native of Lowell, Mass., and host 
of the event, performed “’Til I 
Come Home.” Lockhart, who 
was wearing a white jacket with 
a black bow tie and suspenders, 
charismatically lead the crowd 
in a patriotic sing-along before 
the start of Tchaikovsky’s classic 
1812 Overture.

Early birds compete for 
the best spots

Even though people were 
lined up at the gates to the Oval 
at 7 a.m. to claim a spot, others 
who arrived later — provided 
that they obtained a wristband 
at the Hatch Shell in the morning 
— were also able to find a seat, 
especially if they came alone. 
Rachel Manke, a native of Con-
necticut who is interning in the 
Boston area, said that she had ar-
rived at 8:45 a.m. Despite seeing 
the show on TV, Manke said that 
this year was her first time to ex-
perience the show live. “[I] want-
ed to at least do it once,” she said.

Manke and other specta-
tors who arrived early staked 
out spots on the Oval and spent 
hours together in the sun. Man-
ke noted the “great community 
spirit” of those who camped out. 

Strategies for beating the heat 
varied from person to person. 
Some opted to buy cold drinks 
and treats from vendors scattered 
throughout the Esplanade, while 
others sought shade under pop-
up tents. The Oval itself, directly 
in front of the Hatch Shell, was 
covered by a makeshift village of 
tents and blankets. Event coordi-
nators, citing the large turnout for 
the rehearsal on July 3, expected 
the Oval to reach its full seating 
capacity of 10,000 people. 

Manke sat in the Oval to 
watch the concert, but she didn’t 
have a view of the fireworks due 
to the surrounding trees. Howev-
er, Manke didn’t mind. She said 
that she wasn’t overly concerned 
since the concert was “more of a 
singular experience,” while she 
could see fireworks elsewhere. 

Some people, however, prior-
itized the fireworks show over the 

concert, including a group of MIT 
Class of 2015 students here for 
Interphase. Seated in the shade 
along the river, some snacked 
on popcorn, while others came 
equipped for the long wait with 
p-sets and readings for their 
classes. With a view of the Green 
building almost directly across 
the river, they were content to 
listen to the concert through the 
loudspeakers that were distrib-
uted across the Esplanade. 

The fireworks began at 
around 10:30 p.m. with accom-
panying music including “Fire-
work” by Katy Perry, “Fireflies” 
by Owl City, and “Dynamite” by 
Taio Cruz. Fireworks in the form 
of green and red smiley faces and 
green cubes stretched across the 
night sky. During “Fireflies,” a 
myriad of twinkling lights cas-
caded over the Charles. There 
were also shapes for the hungry 
as colorful sandwiches hung 
in various positions above the 
spectators. For the scientifically 
inclined, a series of what ap-
peared to be atoms with increas-
ing numbers of orbitals flashed 
across the sky. Red hearts burst-
ed and slowly diffused in the sky 
while the Boston Pops performed 
“There’s a Place for Us” by Carrie 
Underwood. For the finale, fire-
works during “The Star-Spangled 
Banner” turned the night sky 
bright with a multitude of red, 
white, and blue explosions. 

As the Fourth of July celebra-
tion finally drew to a close, a 
golden, sparkling canopy spread 
over the skyline, bringing a mag-
nificent ending to a day of enjoy-
ing hot but beautiful weather, 
spending quality time with fam-
ily and friends, and celebrating 
our nation’s 235th birthday.  

Here today, gone tomorrow, those 
cameras.

Surveillance cameras come and go 
in Lobby 10, with some frequency, it 
would seem.

In recent years, a pair of cameras 
has been installed to provide secu-
rity for the Martin Luther King exhibit 
that goes up in Lobby 10 in Febru-
ary — but that didn’t happen this 
year. This year, however, the cameras 
were installed in April for the MIT150 
Open House.

In a change from the usual policies 
for cameras installed by the Security 
and Emergency Management Office, 
the Lobby 10 cameras were to be used 

“to monitor crowd levels during the 
Open House and will be removed after 
Commencement,” Thomas W. Komo-
la, a manager at SEMO, told The Tech 
in May.

Historically, recorded camera foot-
age was only to be used for criminal in-
vestigations, and with the written ap-
proval of John DiFava, Chief of Police 
and Director of Facilities Operations.

Komola said in e-mail yesterday 
that removing the cameras from Lob-
by 10 was on SEMO’s to-do list, but not 
a priority. “We will get to it,” he said.

� — John A. Hawkinson

Agarwal officially CSAIL’s director
Anant Agarwal, a professor in 

Electrical Engineering and Computer 
Science, assumed his role as director 
of CSAIL (Computer Science and Ar-
tificial Intelligence Laboratory) last 
Friday on July 1. Agarwal will suc-
ceed Professor Victor W. Zue ’76, who 
held the directorship for four years. 
CSAIL is MIT’s largest interdisciplin-
ary lab and is home to over 900 un-
dergraduates, graduate students, and 
researchers.  

CSAIL, which is housed in the 
iconic Frank Gehry-designed Stata 
Center, has three research focuses: 
artificial intelligence, systems, and 
theory. Over 50 research groups and 
100 principal investigators from eight 
different departments are part of 
CSAIL. 

In a letter to all of CSAIL, School of 
Engineering Dean Ian A. Waitz wrote 
that he was excited for Agarwal’s “vi-
sion and enthusiasm as he takes on 
this important leadership role.”

Agarwal currently heads the Car-
bon Research Group within CSAIL, 

which is devoted to creating operating 
systems and multicore architectures. 
His recent focus has been Project Ang-
strom, which is a multidisciplinary ef-
fort to develop a computational model 
for exascale computing and new mul-
ticore systems.

In addition to his academic work 
at MIT, Agarwal is the chief tech-
nology officer and cofounder of the 
Tilera Corporation, a semiconduc-
tor company that specializes in pro-
cessors. The company has created 
the Tile multicore processor, along 
with Virtual Machine Works, which 
brought the VirtualWires project at 
MIT into the market. Agarwal also 
assisted with the development of 
processors such as Raw, Sparcle, and 
Alewife.

He received his PhD from Stanford 
and his Bachelor’s degree from the 
Indian Institute of Technology, Ma-
dras. In 2005, he published a textbook, 
Foundations of Analog and Digital 
Electronic Circuits.

� —Jessica J. Pourian

Next semester marks the first year of MIT’s 
new undergraduate dining plan, requiring stu-
dents who live in Simmons, McCormick, Baker, 
Next, and Maseeh Hall to purchase meal plans 
ranging from $2,500–$4,500 per year. Oppo-
nents to the plan have suggested that the cost 
may be prohibitive for some, driving students 
away from dorms where they otherwise would 
have liked to live. Here we present a breakdown 
of requests for transfers to and from every dorm 
from 2008–2011. Data from prior to 2008 is not 
available, nor do we yet know how dining plans 
will affect how freshmen pick dorms. However, 
with these data we can begin to ask whether 
dining changes significantly impacted dorm 
popularity.

First, an important note: These data show re-
quests to move into or out of a dorm in the April 
housing lottery. They do not reflect the number 
of people who actually moved.

A useful metric is the “net flux” of requests to 
enter or leave a dormitory; that is, the number 
of people who request to enter a dorm minus 
the number who request to leave. Here, those 
numbers are plotted as a percentage of a dorm’s 
total capacity (positive numbers reflect more 
“in” than “out” requests). We have also provided 
data on the absolute number of people who re-
quested moves.

Note that the number of people who request 
transfers in the April lottery generally constitute 
a small fraction of a dorm’s total population. In 
most buildings, net in-minus-out fluxes are be-

tween -10 and +10 percent over the past four 
years, except Bexley. Next House hovers just un-
der -10 percent. Therefore, since 2008, a relatively 
small number of students request dorm changes, 
with 2011 being no exception.

Two dorms with dining halls, Simmons and 
Next, show little change in popularity this year 
as compared to previous. Baker dropped from 
around +10 percent net popularity to 0 percent, 
while McCormick fell from around +6 percent to 
-4 percent. Maseeh has not been plotted, since 
this year it transitions from the 50-person Phoe-
nix Group to the 462-bed dormitory, and a sepa-
rate application process solicited Maseeh appli-
cants earlier in the semester.

With a 4-year history, it cannot be said that 
changes in transfer requests to and from dining 
dorms is solely attributable to the implementa-
tion of a new dining plan, considering 1) there 
is probably some normal year-to-year variation 
that a 4-year window may not capture and 2) two 
of the four current dining dorms did not show 
any appreciable change. Even if decreases in the 
popularity of dining dorms were solely attribut-
able to dining changes, the number of people 
involved are small percentages of total dorm 
populations — the reader can decide whether 
the magnitude of those changes constitute shifts 
in dorm culture.

Dining opponents also said that dining plans 
may impact dorm selections among freshmen, 
which we will not know until the freshmen make 
their final dorm selections.

0
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BakerBexley BCEC MacGregorMcCormick New NextRandom Senior Simmons

2008 2009 2010 2011

Bexley Hall
In 23 35 18 34

Out 1 3 3 4

Baker House
In 40 47 40 15

Out 15 15 10 14

Random Hall
In 5 7 9 10

Out 2 1 3 0

East Campus
In 17 22 22 23

Out 7 7 4 11

McCormick Hall
In 22 23 21 16

Out 3 15 7 25

Burton Conner
In 16 26 27 35

Out 21 21 11 14

Senior House
In 4 9 3 4

Out 4 3 12 4

MacGregor
In 8 10 6 25

Out 33 29 23 18

Simmons Hall
In 12 25 16 5

Out 28 43 36 20

New House
In 7 5 2 13

Out 38 29 21 21

Next House
In 10 9 7 3

Out 52 62 45 43

Fireworks light up the sky
Over half a million turn out for 235th birthday

news analysis

Dorm transfers review
Changes in dining dorms not drastic
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The graphs show the net flux of all requested undergraduate dorm transfers. Net flux is defined as the number of people requesting to move into a dorm minus the number of people 
requesting to move out of the dorm, normalized by dividing this difference by the capacity of the respective dorm.
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By Derek Chang
Staff Writer

Midnight in Paris is Woody Al-
len’s most recent film. Like many 
of Allen’s past films, Midnight in 
Paris tends towards the more phil-
osophical and the atmospheric. 
The film heavily references many 
influential figures in literature 
and draws a contrast between a 

modern-day man unhappy with 
his current life and the romantic 
atmosphere of Paris in the Roar-
ing Twenties.

Gil (Owen Wilson) is an ac-
complished Hollywood screen-
writer who is in Paris with his fi-
ancée, Inez (Rachel McAdams). 
Though successful in the conven-
tional sense, Gil is also putting sig-
nificant energy into a side project 

— writing a book about a “nos-
talgia shop” that brings people 
closer to fonder memories from 
the past. Instead of spending time 
with Inez and her friends, Gil de-
cides to spend his nights wander-
ing around Paris. When midnight 
strikes, an old-fashioned car ar-
rives to transport him back in time 
to a bar in the 1920s. During these 
midnights, he becomes acquaint-

ed with writers and artists like F. 
Scott Fitzgerald and his wife Zel-
da, Ernest Hemingway, Gertrude 
Stein, and Pablo Picasso. It goes 
without saying that Inez thinks Gil 
is out of his mind when he tells 
her about the people he has met. 

The movie is unconventional 
in a few major ways. First, Allen 
does not follow a standard plot 
structure. He instead uses the 

movie to focus on clashing phi-
losophies and the atmosphere 
of Paris. Additionally, although 
the movie is usually classified as 
a romantic comedy, romance is 
not really central to the movie; 
Gil expresses romantic interest in 
Picasso’s mistress Adriana and an 
antiques dealer named Gabriella, 
but these experiences are only 
supplementary to the overall phil-
osophical discussion.

Of the themes that Allen dis-
cusses, nostalgia is possibly the 
most important. Gil is somewhat 
dissatisfied with his current exis-
tence and fantasizes about Pari-
sian life in the 1920s. But the actual 
1920s characters he meets instead 
tell him that life was better dur-
ing Europe’s Belle Epoque of the 
1890s. Gil gives his book about 
a “nostalgia shop” to Gertrude 
Stein for a read, who gives positive 
feedback. In contrast, Paul, one of 
Inez’s friends, reacts snobbishly to 
Gil’s book, saying that nostalgia is 
a tool for people who cannot cope 
with the present.

Other themes are woven into 
the film more fluidly and amor-
phously, which gives viewers 
much room for interpretation. The 
artists all have vastly different in-
terpretations of what constitutes 
good self-expression, writing, or 
painting. In addition, Hemingway 
provides insight into the meaning 
and pursuit of courage in a way 
that reflects his values as a writer.

The philosophical discussions 
and clever introduction of literary 
figures and references throughout 
the film make it highly engrossing. 
I appreciated the focus of the mov-
ie on depicting the contrast be-
tween the contemplative, cloudy 
Paris at day and the lively, clever 
Paris at night. Allen also succeeds 
in painting an accurate picture of 
the Roaring Twenties as a time of 
optimism and glamour. The per-
sonalities of the literary characters 
in the movie — especially those 
of Zelda Fitzgerald and Ernest 
Hemingway — reflect perfectly 
what we know of them in real life. 

One weakness of the movie 
was the personalities of the main 
characters. Instead of creating 
provoking, “real” people, Allen 
gives the characters a set of well-
defined personality traits that fit 
certain stereotypes. For instance, 
Gil is portrayed as an absent-
minded, outwardly dreamy, and 
socially removed man who likes 
to romanticize. Do people who 
daydream and idealize always 
have to have these traits? In con-
trast, his fiancée is matter-of-fact 
and always focused on bringing 
Gil “back to earth.” Characters 
with more mixed personality traits 
would be more interesting and re-
flective of actual people.

Overall, I recommend the film. 
The plot is not particularly con-
ventional, so people looking for 
an exciting or compelling story 
might be disappointed. However, 
I enjoyed the portrayal of the at-
mosphere of Paris in the 1920s 
and the literary connections made 
throughout the movie. These fea-
tures work perfectly with the phil-
osophical and social commentary 
packed in the film.

movie review

Conversing with the stars
No Starry Night, but Midnight in Paris is full of nostalgia, nevertheless

HHHH✩

Midnight in Paris
Directed by Woody 
Allen

Starring Owen 
Wilson, Rachel 
McAdams, and Kathy 
Bates

Rated PG-13

Now Playing

The Science Wars
STATUS  REPORTS

Advanced analysis of world affairs and world 
events. Learn about the various dimensions of 
existence and their battle� elds.

Website/BLOG
titles include:
>North Pole magnetic 
data � eld computer war
>The TIME MACHINE  of 
Computer Earth
>Galileo the DEFENDER   
(of Planet Earth)  
>DNA genetics clinical 
trial – Benjamin  Lewin
>The quantum physics  
FLAVOR  war casualties

Keywords can be 
used on Internet  
Google/etc:
>Herb  Zinser’s  
Science Wars
>American  Science 
Wars
>British  Science 
Wars
>Math and Physics 
Science Wars

Receive free health and genetic screenings
Make a real difference in the lives of families 

SPERM DONORS

Invest minimal time

APPLY ONLINE:

                 SPERMBANK.com

Earn up to 

per month

- convenient Cambridge location

10% Discount on $15
(or more) order with MIT ID.

Royal Bengal
Boston’s only authentic Bengali Cuisine restaurant

Open Daily Except Monday 
11:30 am – 11:30 pm
Lunch Buffet $7.95
Reasonably Priced Dinners

313 Mass. Ave., Cambridge
(617) 491-1988

T: Red Line, Bus #1 – Central Square

Free delivery for orders over $10.
Take-out, platters, and catering available.
http://www.royalbengalrestaurant.com/

Courtesy of Sony Pictures Classics

Owen Wilson and Marion Cotillard: Present and past mix in Midnight in Paris.

Do you like doodling during class? 
Are your psets covered with drawings? 
If so, become a Tech Illustrator!

E-mail join@tech.mit.edu
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By Philipp M. Diesinger
Staff Writer

Michael Bay’s newest installment of the 
Transformers movies, Transformers: Dark of 
the Moon, starts with a sequence explaining 
the “true” motivations behind NASA’s Apollo 
program: In 1961, scientists witness an alien 
spaceship crash on Earth’s moon. To explore 
the wrecked vessel, the Apollo program is 
initiated. President Kennedy makes his fa-
mous statement to bring a man on the moon 
within a decade, and when Neil Armstrong 
and Buzz Aldrin finally land on the moon in 
1969 with Apollo 11, their true mission is to 
investigate that wrecked vessel on the dark 
side of the moon.

The alien ship is an “arch” sent by the 
Autobots at the end of the war with their evil 
Decepticon counterparts when it becomes 
clear to them that the war on Cybertron will 
be lost. Out of desperation they send the 
arch, which contains some advanced tech-
nology that would allow them to still save 
their kind and home planet. But during the 
attempt to escape a battle on Cybertron, 
the arch gets hit by a Decepticon attack and 
crashes on the moon. 

After this general introduction to the 
background of Transformers 3, the story-

line shifts to the life of main character Sam 
Witwicky (Shia LaBeouf) as it did in the 
last Transformers movie (Transformers: Re-
venge of the Fallen). It does so by showing 
a close-up of the backside of his new girl-
friend (Rosie Huntington-Whitele) as she 
slowly walks up stairs into their bedroom 
— she is, of course, barely wearing anything. 
The scene is just one of the many humor-
ous references to the former Transformers 
movies and triggered laughs and even ap-
plause from the audience. This case refer-
ences scenes in which Megan Fox posed in 
front of cars or motorbikes as Sam’s former 
girlfriend. Fox was replaced after criticizing 
the former Transformers movies, and direc-
tor Michael Bay in particular. To be honest, 
it’s hard to notice that she is not part of the 
current movie; Megan Fox once described 
her role as “running away and screaming.” 
Huntington-Whiteley demonstrates that she 
is very capable of doing this, too.

Nevertheless, not only does Sam Wit-
wicky have a new girlfriend, but he is also 
stepping into real life. He has been out of 
college for a couple of months and is looking 
for a job. Finding one turns out to be hard 
for him; since he has had the experience 
of saving the world twice, he “wants to do 
something that matters.” At some point he 

gets frustrated and gives in, finally accepting 
the next best offer from eccentric entrepre-
neur Bruce Brazos (John Malkovich). Fortu-
nately, the movie doesn’t delve too deeply 
into the serious topic of Sam’s finding a job. 
Instead, Transformers 3 stays rather shallow, 
focusing on its main purpose — the enter-
tainment that made epic blockbusters out of 
the previous Transformers movie.

Transfomers offers popcorn cinema en-
tertainment at its very best. The story evolves 
rapidly; breathtaking, well-choreographed 
action sequences alternate with humorous 
scenes and references to the former mov-
ies. Furthermore, the film features a great 
cast including not only Patrick Dempsey, 
Alan Tudyk, and Frances McDormand, but 
also many of the unique and colorful char-
acters from the previous movies. U.S. Army 
Lt. Colonel William Lennox (Josh Duhamel), 
master of all conspiracy theories Agent Sey-
mour Simmons (John Turturro), USAF Chief 
Robert Epps (Tyrese Gibson), and Sam’s 
parents (Julie White and Kevin Dunn) all 
make appearances. Transformers even fea-
tures legendary spaceman Buzz Aldrin and 
a scene with President Obama handing over 
a medal of honor to Sam for his help in the 
first two encounters with the Decepticons. 
Shia LaBeouf shows a convincing perfor-

mance again, resembling the early Harrison 
Ford.

Transformers: Dark of the Moon is the 
most epic part of the Transformers trilogy 
and more than just a moneymaking sequel 
for DreamWorks Studios. As Autobots and 
Decepticons race for hidden technology, 
Sam tries to help the Autobots and their 
leader Optimus Prime (Peter Cullen), not 
knowing that the whole situation is a trap. 
Without giving away too much, Transform-
ers is blockbuster cinema at its best, and you 
will enjoy the full 157 minutes of the movie.

HHHHH

Transformers: Dark of 
the Moon
Directed by: Michael Bay

Starring Shia LaBeouf, Rosie 
Huntington-Whiteley, and 
Tyrese Gibson

Rated PG-13

Now Playing

movie review

One small step for man, one giant leap for … 
wait, is that an alien ship?
Michael Bay once again proves that Transformers can be brought to great heights

Courtesy of Jaimie Trueblood

Shia LaBeouf — once again, a man on a mission in Transformers: Dark of the Moon.
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V*

Vegan Mac-n-Cheese

This recipe is a favorite of Audrey M. 

Healy ’14, the vegan who developed it. 

Hummus, cashews, and nutritional yeast 

add a cheesy flavor to this non-dairy dish. 

Making mac-n-cheese vegan also reduces 

the amount of calories, from 400 calories 

per serving for Kraft’s mac-n-cheese to 

about 300 calories.

Cooking time: 30 to 40 minutes

Ingredients:

2 boxes pasta

1 head broccoli, cut in pieces

1/2 onion, chopped

3 carrots, chopped

2 cloves garlic, minced

1/2 cup cashews

1 cup soymilk

12 ounces hummus

1/2 cup nutritional yeast

2 tablespoon Dijon mustard

Salt and pepper to taste

Directions:
Bring a pot of water to a boil. Add pasta 

and cook according to directions. Five min-

utes before it is set to be done, add the broc-

coli. Strain and place in a large bowl or pot.

In a separate pot, sauté the onion and 

carrot. When onions are translucent, add 

garlic and cashews. Put this mixture and 

the soymilk in a blender (preferably a high-

speed blender, such as a Vitamix). Blend 

until smooth. Pour mixture back into the 

pot and add hummus, nutritional yeast, and 

mustard. Add more soymilk to adjust con-

sistency. Heat the mixture and pour over 

the pasta and broccoli. Serves 16.

V*/M

V*, GF

Audrey M. Healy

Audrey M. Healy

Guide to 
Pikan food 
codes

Because of the many 
different dietary restric-
tions at pika, pikans have 
created a system of abbre-
viations to identify the in-
gredients in dinners. Here 
is a handy guide in case 
you find yourself dining at 
pika’s table. 

V = vegetarian
V* = vegan
M = meat
M* = human 
GF = gluten-free
C+ = contains citrus
D+ = contains dairy
D* = dumpster-dived
P*=plastic from blender

A taste of pika
Vegan and vegetarian don’t have to taste vapid

By Deena Wang
Associate campus life editor

Ah, summer. Free from the flurry of p-sets, labs, and tests bury-
ing us in a pile of work, I finally have time to slow down and enjoy 
the simple pleasures of life: leisurely reading books instead of hastily 
cramming for a HASS paper, staying up until 3 a.m. watching Doctor 
Who without worrying about sleeping through an alarm, and having 
time to explore Boston with my friends while the temperature per-
mits shorts. 

Food tends to fall to the wayside during the school year as hurried 
students empty their wallets and fill their stomachs with whatever 
fast food is at hand. But now we can slow down and rediscover the 
pleasures of a home-cooked dinner. The vegetables are in season, the 
company gregarious, and the air conditioner cool. 

I’ve found that I greatly enjoy cooking for a group of my friends at 
pika, an independent living group. Since I’m terminally cheap, I’m 
loath to invest in a diversity of spices and ingredients that might spoil 
before I’ve used them, but pika provides a wall full of every ingredi-
ent imaginable, from coriander to cardamom and staples such as 
flour and potatoes. This variety of options encourages experimenta-
tion, such as curry-flavored yellow cake and berbere-roasted sweet 
potatoes.

Here is a selection of recipes that are welcome at pika’s table and 
should be invited over to yours.

Deena Wang—The Tech

Candied Nut Salad
Using candied nuts in salad was popularized by pikan Bran-don N. Sorbom G. Although pric-ey, they add a sweet and crunchy surprise to this salad. If you’re making more salad than can be eaten immediately, serve dress-ing on the side — not mixed into the salad — so that any leftovers will keep longer.

Cooking time: 10 minutes

Ingredients:
1 bag salad greens1 half cucumber or 1 small cucumber

1 ounce candied nuts1/4 cup dried cranberries
Directions:

Wash salad greens and let drain. Peel and chop cucumber into slices. Add candied nuts, cranberries, and cucumber to salad greens and toss. Serves two to three. 

Kitchen Sink Soup

Kitchen sink soup gets its name be-cause it contains “everything but the kitchen sink.”
Feel free to experiment by adding whatever vegetables you happen to have lying around. This recipe is also great for freezing in bulk, so you can have a quick and nutritious hot meal waiting for you at any time.

Cooking Time: 20 to 30 minutes

Ingredients:
2 tablespoons vegetable oil1/2 cup chopped carrots1/2 cup chopped celery1/2 cup chopped onions1/2 cup chopped potatoes

2 quarts water or broth 1/2 cup tomato paste
1 15.5-ounce can of beans1/4 pound ground beef (optional)1 tablespoon flour

1 teaspoon dried parsley1 teaspoon dried basil
Salt and pepper to taste

Directions: 
Fry carrots, celery, onions, and ground beef in bottom of soup pot with vegetable oil. When carrots are tender, add water, beans, tomato paste, dried parsley, and dried basil and boil until flavors mingle, about 20 minutes. Dis-solve flour in 1 tablespoon water and pour in soup to thicken. Add salt and pepper to taste. Makes about 4 servings.

Audrey M. Healy

V*, GF

Quinoa Salad

This recipe was inspired by the 
quinoa salad served at Chancellor 
Grimson’s welcoming celebration 
and by Thomas B. Thompson ’13’s 
frequent dish of “poteets,” a port-
manteau of “potato” and “beets.”

The beets dye the quinoa a pink-
ish-purple color, as well as your 
bodily waste, so don’t be concerned 
if there’s some red in your toilet bowl 
the next day.

Quinoa is a non-traditional grain 
that has more protein than wheat 
and is also gluten free. 

Cooking time: 30 minutes

Ingredients:
1 cup quinoa
2 cups water or vegetable broth
1 beet, finely diced
1 onion, chopped
2 tablespoons vegetable oil
1/2 cup dried cranberries
Salt and pepper to taste

Directions:
Add quinoa and water to pot and 

heat until boiling, then reduce to sim-
mer. The quinoa is cooked when the 
entire grain is soft, with no hard center. 
Sauté the diced beet and onion with the 
vegetable oil. When the beet is tender, 
add mixture to cooked quinoa as well as 
the dried cranberries. Mix thoroughly 
and season to taste. Serves two to four.

V*
Moosewood’s Six Minute Vegan Chocolate Cake

There’s no excuse not to make a cake and eat it too with this 
easy, one-dish recipe. Adding some optional cayenne powder 
will give the cake a spicy kick. In order to melt chocolate over the 
stove, it’s important to use a double boiler to prevent the choco-
late from burning. If you don’t happen to own one, you can im-
provise by setting a metal bowl over a pot of simmering water. 
Reprinted with permission from Moosewood Restaurant Book of 
Desserts, by The Moosewood Collective, Clarkson Potter Publish-
ers, New York, NY, 1997.

Cooking time: 40 minutes

Cake Ingredients:
1.5 cups unbleached white flour
1/3 cup unsweetened cocoa powder
1 teaspoon baking soda
1/2 teaspoon salt
1 cup sugar
1/2 cup vegetable oil
1 cup cold water or coffee
2 teaspoons pure vanilla extract
2 tablespoons cider vinegar
1 teaspoon cayenne powder (optional)

Chocolate Glaze Ingredients:
1/2 pound semi-sweet chocolate
3/4 cup hot water
1/2 teaspoon pure vanilla extract

Preheat the oven to 375°F.

Directions:
Sift or mix together the flour, cocoa, soda, salt, and sugar 

directly into the cake pan. In the measuring cup, measure and 
mix together the oil, cold water or coffee, and vanilla. Pour the 
liquid ingredients into the baking pan and mix the batter with 
a fork or a small whisk. When the batter is smooth, add the vin-
egar and stir quickly. There will be pale swirls in the batter as 
the baking soda and vinegar react. Stir just until the vinegar is 
evenly distributed throughout the batter. Bake for 25 to 30 min-
utes and set aside to cool.

To make the optional glaze, melt the chocolate in a double 
boiler, microwave oven, or reset the oven to 300°F and melt the 
chocolate in the oven for about 15 minutes in a small, oven-
proof bowl or heavy skillet. Stir the hot water and vanilla into 
the melted chocolate until smooth. Spoon the glaze over the 
cooled cake. Serves eight slices.
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Nerdy with a chance of random

Why grades suck
Grades fail their own game

By Amanda Aparacio
Staff columnist

“You know what really grinds my gears?” 
as Peter Griffin of Family Guy fame would say. 
Grades. Grades annoy me more than a text-
book that continuously switches between unit 
systems for no apparent reason. A letter that 
supposedly reflects the mastery of a subject 
actually disallows students to learn to their 
full potential. And the reasons for this endless 
frustration are as follows:

Confused Intentions
I cannot possibly count the number of 

times that I have had the privilege of seeing 
friends post “FINALS — Fudge I Never Actu-
ally Learned Stuff” — but with a more color-
ful vocabulary — on Facebook. Why? Because 

during the entire semester that my classmates 
sat in lecture, the information presented 
found itself in the minds of the students only 
long enough to do well on midterms; how-

ever, after crossing that bridge, all “useless” 
knowledge now found itself abandoned. As a 
result, some of my peers would scurry about 
to relocate the misplaced information during 
final examination period.

How is this actually learning? How can 
students learn anything from such a system? 
If grades didn’t exist, then students wouldn’t 
feel the need to learn information just to pass 
a test. Rather, they would either learn … or 
they wouldn’t. Why not let people decide 
what they want to know and what they don’t? 
There really is no reason to cloud the mind 
with information that is unnecessary in order 
to do what one wants to do. Sherlock Holmes 
never retained the fact that the sun was the 
center of our solar system, but he never suf-
fered for it. True, he’s a fictional character, but, 
honestly, how would that information help an 
accountant? Or a businessman? 

Under Pressure
When people compete for grades, unity 

disappears. Instead, grades hinder the ad-
vancement of knowledge because students 
sabotage or refuse to help each other in an 
effort to boost their grade. Take for example, 
medical and law students. Whenever these 
scholars come to mind, the term “cutthroat” 
pops into my head. Grades encourage stu-
dents to be self-serving and lone wolves be-
cause helping out a fellow student might result 
in the mentor outscoring the mentee. Nowa-
days, Harvard Medical School and other such 

institutions have implemented a pass/no re-
cord system for the first two years, perhaps as 
a result of the realization that competing for 
grades just leads to negative consequences.

This pressure negatively affects the learn-
ing environment. True, not everyone express-
es such selfish tendencies, but I believe that 
the fact that the temptation is even there in 
the first place demonstrates that grades stink 
and that learning can be enhanced without 
them. Even if an unlimited amount of A’s can 
be granted to deserving students, institutions 
that have class ranks still suffer from this neg-
ative competition because helping a peer do 
well in one class could result in a lower class 
rank.

The Grade is a Lie
My hands start to sweat, and my heart 

starts to race. I don’t really understand why 
I’m acting as if a horde of velociraptors has 

been set loose upon myself and my unfortu-
nate classmates. It’s only a test, right? If I fail, 
it’s no big deal, right? Right? Why haven’t I 
calmed down yet? Crap, I’m going to fail. I’m 
going to end up working at McDonald’s. What 
will my mom think? Wait, what am I doing 
again?

Unfortunately, I’ve become more than ac-
quainted with this line of thinking over my ed-
ucational career. Whenever I freak out, I tend 
to score lower on tests than I normally would. 
Does that mean I don’t know the informa-
tion? Well, in some cases, perhaps; however, 
normally the test in question will just reflect 
my ability to stress myself out to the point that 
I no longer even know what my name is. In 
essence, poor test takers have a disadvantage 
to good test takers; therefore, grades do not 
always accurately reflect the knowledge of a 
student.

The Solution
Instead of having grades, students should 

be allowed to do everything in groups — 
group tests, group quizzes, group home-
work assignments. And why not? In real life, 
most jobs require that their employees work 
well with other people, and it will be a rare 
event indeed when an employee is forbid-
den to consult with outside sources or their 
colleagues. 

Until our educational systems reflect real-
ity, I will continue to proclaim that yes, grades 
suck.

prefrosh

Settling high school affairs
Leaving a legacy and moving ahead into a new chapter of life

By Jessica Yang
Class of 2015

The hallways of my high school have 
emptied, the Class of 2011 has graduated, 
and I have reached the plateau linking a 
conquered challenge and the beginning of 
an intimidating journey. But while every-
thing academic from high school has come 
to a final, satisfying halt, I’m still trying to 
conclude an equally significant portion 
of my life for the past four years: extracur-
riculars. I’m the type of person who can’t sit 
still atop a colossal mound of ideas. I was al-
ways going out to organize events, start tra-
ditions, and sign up for activities, but now 
I am struggling to bid my favorite things 
farewell. 

Saying goodbye — one by one — to ev-
erything I have grown so comfortably fond 
of feels really strange. First was soccer: I love 
sports, and while I am not inherently gifted, 
I have been playing with the same team for 
the past seven seasons. We can all relate to 
doing the same thing with the same group 
of awesome people three times a week for 
the past three and a half years. I have a room 
full of pictures and mementos and a mind 
full of inside jokes and memories. My ankle 
still hurts from that one slide tackle. But we 
had a pool party last week, and the realiza-

tion that we would probably never again 
play together finally sunk in. I would have 
cried, but I was eating ice cream.

I’m feeling apprehensive thinking about 
having to leave my year-long internship 
at the National Institutes of Health, even 
though summer is just beginning. Even 
when I’m sitting at home on my days off, I 
can almost see the over-cluttered shelves, 
hear the biofreezers buzzing, and smell the 
damp hint of the cell culture media. There’s 
half a mini-fridge of my samples and re-
agents that the next intern will have to figure 
out. I love my binder of protocols, and I wish 
I could take my original lab notebook with 
me. Optimistically speaking, I’ve still got six 
weeks left and could probably find a similar 
niche at MIT if I chose to.

During Campus Preview Weekend, I 
stopped to rest at a bookstore and looked at 

an assortment of college transition books. 
The Naked Roommate dictated odd, unex-
pected wisdoms, such as how one should 
act upon encountering a naked roommate. 
Other, more mainstream books talked about 
the increased pressures of college and the 
danger of trying to do everything. I sudden-
ly remembered the alumni visitations at our 
high school, when we found that there was 
just something very different about the im-
mature, naive high school seniors that had 
left in recent years — they brought back an 
ominous aura of weary sophistication. With 
unspoken words they seemed to carry the 
message that everything from high school 
changes in college.

My most significant challenge is actu-
ally figuring out the future of a company I 
founded as a high school junior to bring sci-
ence education opportunities to elementary 
school students — Kids Are Scientists Too, 
Inc, (KAST). Created from just an idea, we 
became an entire organization of passionate 
high school students working toward STEM 
education. It is a significant part of who I 
am. Through KAST I learned about network-
ing, professionalism, entrepreneurship, 
philanthropy, and the indescribable mean-
ing of true leadership; the people I worked 
with have also became some of my closest 
friends. When it came time to write college 

essays, nothing else could come close as a 
testament to where in life I was and how I got 
there. As the dawn of life at MIT approaches, 
a question I still cannot answer is whether I 
have to leave all of this behind.

From my experiences, I believe that re-
gardless of how long we’ve known some-
body, or how much we stay involved, or 
what kind of work we’ve done, our impact 
will remain forever. The things we have done 
will have chain reactions, spreading to af-
fect more people and do more good for the 
world. Some of the people I trained will set 
new directions, the ideas I left behind will 
become major projects, and the work I start-
ed will be continued and finished. For now, 
I have big plans for KAST, but I’m also ready 
to move on.

If grades didn’t exist, 
then students wouldn’t 
feel the need to learn 
information just to 
pass a test.

As the dawn of life 
at MIT approaches, a 
question I still cannot 
answer is whether I 
have to leave all of this 
behind.

Saying goodbye — one 
by one — to everything 
I have grown so 
comfortably fond of 
feels really strange.

It will be a rare event 
indeed when an 
employee is forbidden 
to consult with outside 
sources or their 
colleagues.

Be the �rst on campus to get the news.
Stay informed... 

Get headlines and  
breaking stories from  
The Tech straight to your email!

Add yourself to this low traf�c (2–3 emails/wk) list at  
http://mailman.mit.edu/mailman/listinfo/headlines
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McShane honored with nod by 
Academic All-America Program
MIT field hockey player recognized in At-Large category

By Greg McKeever
DAPER STAFF

Standout Molly E. McShane ’13 was honored on June 9 
with a Third Team nod on the Capital One Academic All-
America team, as presented by the College Sports Informa-

tion Directors of America (CoSIDA). McShane, 
a two-time field hockey All-American, was 
honored in the At-Large category, which en-
compasses the sports of bowling, crew, fenc-
ing, field hockey, golf, gymnastics, ice hockey, 
lacrosse, skiing, swimming and diving, tennis, 
and water polo.

McShane has helped lead the MIT field hockey program 
to unprecedented heights in each of her first two seasons 
while maintaining a perfect 5.0 GPA in mechanical engi-

neering. During her freshman campaign, the Engineers 
won their second New England Women’s and Men’s Athletic 
Conference (NEWMAC) crown and made their first-ever 
appearance in the NCAA Division III tournament. She was 
also named New England East Region Player of the Year and 
earned a spot on the National Field Hockey Coaches As-
sociation (NFHCA) All-America team. During her second 
season, the Engineers again advanced to the NEWMAC title 
game before bowing out to Babson College, and McShane 
repeated as an All-American. McShane ranks fifth in Insti-
tute history in assists after just two seasons.

McShane is the seventh MIT field hockey student-athlete 
to earn Academic All-America accolades and the first since 
Tracy Sadowski ’99 in 1998. Teammate Keri A. Dixon ’11 was 
also selected to the First Team All-District this season as 
well, the second All-District distinction for the goalkeeper.

Sports SHort

Jack Barry Field will 
finish construction in 
beginning of August

MIT’s Jack Barry Field is under construc-
tion that is expected to be completed in the 
first week of August. After 12 seasons of use 
of the current surface, a new synthetic sur-
face will be installed. The facility is not only 
used by MIT’s field hockey team, but is also 
used by the entire MIT community. Students, 
faculty, and alumni can often be found play-
ing lacrosse, soccer, and other sports on the 
field in the evening. Improvements on the 
field will not only include the new synthetic 
surface, but also a new walkway, safety net-
ting, sound system, and lighting for use in the 
evenings.

� —Shelley Ackerman

By Manohar Srikanth
Staff Photographer

Orange skies in the early morning are a spectacular view. In the month of June, the sun rises over the 
dome, while in the winter, it rises between the Hancock Tower and Prudential Center — quite a dramatic 
shift. The key challenge while taking this picture was the dynamic range — the sun is much brighter than 
its surroundings, and even more so when it rises higher. With a few iterations in the manual mode (and the 
knowledge of post-processing freedom), one can take a picture that is uniformly illuminated.

Institute Double Take

Aperture: 
ƒ/4

Exposure Time: 
1/60 sec.

Sensitivity: 
ISO 100

Effective Focal Length: 
200 mm


