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Section
April Fools’ Day is the 
only day Keith Yost 
can get away with this. 
OPINION, p. 5

It’s Friday, Friday
Yesterday was Thursday. 
Today it is Friday.  
Tomorrow is Saturday, and 
Sunday comes afterwards. 
FUN, p. 8

Sucker Punch doesn’t suck
Multiple layers of fantasy and action 
satisfyingly combine. ARTS, p. 14

Romeo and Juliet, Revamped
This isn’t your usual Shakespeare-with-
a-twist. ARTS, p. 15

The UA Might be 
changing …
But not everybody 
agrees with the process 
so far.  
OPINION, p. 6

In Short
Big Screw nominations are open. 
Voting will take place next week, from 
Monday to Friday. Send nominations to 
big-screw@mit.edu.

P.J. Crowley, the State Department 
spokesman who resigned after mak-
ing controversial remarks at MIT about 
Army Pfc. Bradley E. Manning, wrote that 
he “stands by” what he said in an op-ed 
in The Guardian. Crowley called the U.S. 
military’s treatment of Manning, who al-
legedly provided classified information 

to Wikileaks, “ridiculous” and “stupid.”

Next Century Convocation tickets are 
now available in Lobby 7 from 9 a.m. to 
4 p.m. through April 8. The convocation 
will be held on April 10 at the Boston 
Convention and Exhibition Center.

Today is the last day to apply to be 
an associate advisor. To apply, visit 
http://web.mit.edu/firstyear/associates/
responsibilities/assocapp.html.

Send news information and tips to 
news@tech.mit.edu.

By John A. Hawkinson
Staff Reporter

Novartis has selected Maya Lin, the 
designer of the Vietnam War Memorial 
Wall in Washington, D.C., as the archi-
tect and designer of its new campus to 
be built on Massachusetts Avenue just 

north of MIT, at the former Analog De-
vices site, between Albany Street and 
Windsor Street.

Novartis discussed Lin’s selection 
at a presentation before Cambridge’s 
zoning committee on Tuesday eve-

By Rebecca Han
Staff Reporter

At the Undergraduate Associa-
tion (UA) Senate meeting on Mon-
day, March 28, UA President Vrajesh 
Y. Modi ’11 proposed a total overhaul 
of the UA Constitution to address in-
ternal organizational issues, in con-
junction with 42 UAS 14.2, the Bill 

to Unify the Undergraduate Student 
Voice at MIT. The UA passed a bill 
proposed by Senate Speaker Jonté 
M. Craighead ’13 — 42 UAS 14.1 — 
which formed an ad-hoc committee 
to review the current structure of the 
UA and to consider the changes pro-
posed in 14.2. Together, the bills may 
mark the beginning of the end of the 
UA Senate.

Modi’s bill, 14.2, proposes a new 
constitution that would dissolve the 
Senate and form a new Council of 
Representatives. The Council would 
be comprised the presidents of the 
12 dormitories, the president of the 
Interfraternity Council (IFC), the 
president of the Panhellenic Asso-
ciation (Panhel), the speaker of the 
Living Group Council, and an elect-

ed off-campus representative. 
“There are two major purposes 

behind [my] bill: the first is unifying 
the student voice, and the second is a 
more efficient student government,” 
said Modi.

“This bill addresses the issue of 
unity by bringing all of the major 
‘stakeholders’ in the room together; 
the Council will cover all MIT [un-

dergraduates] in that sense. On the 
efficiency side, the outlined struc-
ture is more streamlined and ties 
more directly into the dorms, the 
IFC, Panhel, and so on.”

Each Council member would 
have a number of votes proportional 
to the number of constituents he or 

Nicholas Chornay—The Tech

Clara S. Bennett ’10 and the band Asymptotic Freedom rock out to Santana at the Physics Rock Concert held last Wednesday in 
54-100. Band members included Prof. Martin W. Zwierlein PhD ’07 (piano), Prof. Enectalí Figueroa-Fliciano (drums), Meng Heng Touch ’12 
(vocals), Prof. Alexander van Oudenaarden (guitar), Daniella C. Bardalez Gagliuffi ’11 (vocals), and Jeff R. Chabot PhD ’05 (guitar). Other acts 
featured popular songs re-imagined with physics- or physics department-related lyrics, including a cover of Simon and Garfunkel’s “Mrs. Rob-
inson” that focused instead on Prof. Sean P. Robinson ’99, well-known to the crowd as the department administrator and head of Junior Lab.

By Margaret Cunniff
Associate news editor

In 1999, a group of women 
faculty members came together 
to report on the experience of 
being a tenured female faculty 
member at MIT. According to the 

original report, women faculty 
“proved to be underpaid, to have 
unequal access to the resources 
of MIT, to be excluded from any 
substantive power within the 
University.”

MIT’s acknowledgement of 
this discrimination and move 

to improve treatment of female 
faculty served as a model for ad-
dressing gender inequalities in 
higher education.

Last week, MIT published 
another report on the status of 
women faculty in the Schools of 
Science and Engineering. The 
report marks the first time the 
status of women faculty in the 
School of Science was revisited 
since the original 1999 report 
and the first time the School of 
Engineering was examined since 
a similar report was issued in 
2002.

“It was necessary to think 
about what needed to be done 
still,” said Hazel L. Sive, Associate 
Dean of Science and Professor of 
Biology, who served as chair for 
the committee for the School of 
Science for the current report. 
“The report gives a real honest 
assessment of what it is like for 
women. The new report gave an 

By Derek Chang
Staff Reporter

Sophomores and juniors at McCormick 
Hall have been given the option of moving 
to Burton Conner or MacGregor next fall 
due to dissatisfaction with the new dining 
plan. The former McCormick residents will 
be integrated as formal residents of their 
new houses, residing in non-dining com-
munities that maintain the single-sex as-
pect of living in McCormick.

These McCormick residents were given 
a one-time option to request a transfer to 
one of the two dorms because there were 
no plans for mandatory dining when they 
were freshmen, and McCormick is the only 
all-female dorm. McCormick transfers will 
have priority on the waitlist to enter Burton 
Conner and MacGregor. Transfers will be 
placed in rooms using the existing room-
ing procedures for each dorm.

Interest in transfers began when a Mc-

Student leaders consider governance overhaul
Modi proposes replacement of Senate with Council of dormitory and FSILG heads

McCormick 
refugees flee 
to MacG, BC
Unhappy with dining, 
six students to move

Narrowing the gender divide
Report shows gains for women faculty, but work remains

Source: 2011 Report on the Status of Women Faculty. Infographic by Jeff Guo

From 1975 to 1995, there was virtually no net gain in women 
faculty at MIT, but impressive gains were made in the past decade.
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By Binyamin Appelbaum  
and Jo Craven McGinty

The New York Times 

WASHINGTON — The Federal 
Reserve’s huge lending programs, 
which saved Wall Street in fall 2008, 
also benefited a wide range of other 
financial companies, including com-
munity banks, credit unions, and for-
eign banks, according to documents 
released Thursday by the Fed.

Hundreds of small banks bor-
rowed modest amounts of cash in 
2008 and 2009, ranging from $1,000 
to several million dollars, from an 
emergency loan program known as 
the discount window.

And the Fed helped save some 
of the largest banks in Europe by 
pumping desperately needed dol-
lars into their U.S. subsidiaries. In 
fact, the biggest borrower from the 
Fed program was Dexia, a French-
Belgian bank that frequently held 
more than $30 billion in outstand-

ing loans from the program from 
late 2008 to early 2009.

The long list of borrowers, pro-
vided in the form of a daily loan reg-
ister, gives a striking impression of a 
crisis spreading to every last corner 
of the financial system.

Some banks borrowed minimal 
amounts to test the process in case 
things got worse. For example, First 
City Bank in Fort Walton Beach, 
Fla., borrowed just $1,000 in Octo-
ber 2008 and repaid the money the 
next day.

Other banks were already strug-
gling to survive. Pacific National 
Bank of San Francisco borrowed 
125 times from February 2008 to 
February 2009. The bank was closed 
by regulators in October 2009.

Perhaps the most surprising rev-
elation in Thursday’s documents 
was that foreign banks quickly be-
came the largest and most frequent 
borrowers. By late September 2008 
banks from Spain, France, and Japan 

had borrowed billions. An analy-
sis of discount window lending 
from February 2008 to February 
2009 shows that the vast majority 
of the loan volume went to foreign 
institutions.

Donald L. Kohn, the Fed’s vice 
chairman during the crisis, said 
many foreign banks needed dollars 
to meet their financial obligations. 

“They not only borrowed dollars 
from their central banks, but they 
needed to borrow dollars from us as 
well,” said Kohn, now a fellow at the 
Brookings Institution.

“It is incomprehensible to me 
that while credit-worthy small busi-
nesses in Vermont and through-
out the country could not receive 
affordable loans, the Federal Re-
serve was providing tens of billions 
of dollars in credit,” Sen. Bernie 
Sanders, I-Vt., wrote in a letter sent 
Thursday to the Fed chairman, Ben 
S. Bernanke PhD ’79, and other gov-
ernment officials.

By Adam Nossiter
The New York Times 

DAKAR, Senegal — The end 
of Ivory Coast strongman Laurent 
Gbagbo’s rule appeared to be near-
ing Thursday as his rival’s troops ap-
proached the country’s main city of 
Abidjan, his own army chief of staff 
abandoned his post, and his oppo-
nents claimed substantial defections 
of his troops and police officers.

After refusing to leave the presi-
dential palace despite losing an elec-
tion four months ago — a refusal that 
has led to hundreds of deaths, inter-
national condemnation and sanc-
tions, the financial collapse of what 
had been West Africa’s economic 
star, and the country being plunged 
back into civil war — Gbagbo faced 
the gravest threat yet to his rule.

With hostile troops bearing 
down, top officials of Alassane Ouat-
tara — the man recognized by the 
United Nations, the African Union, 
and other international bodies as the 
winner of the November election — 
gave Gbagbo a deadline to give up.

Across the country, Gbagbo’s  se-
curity services and soldiers, who for 

four months have been the violent 
scourge of civilians in Ouattara-sup-
porting neighborhoods, appeared to 
surrender with barely a shot, leaving 
the path open for a rapid advance by 
forces loyal to Ouattara.

“Today they are at the doors of 
Abidjan,” Ouattara said in a tele-
vised speech Thursday, appealing to 
Gbagbo’s forces to switch sides. “Put 
yourselves at the disposition of your 
country” and “regain your legal sta-
tus,” he urged, speaking in the formal 
language for which Ouattara, a for-
mer prime minister and Internation-
al Monetary Fund official, is known.

Ouattara, blockaded for four 
months in an Abidjan hotel by Gbag-
bo’s soldiers, attributed the swift 
change in circumstances — Gbag-
bo’s increasing vulnerability and 
his own unexpected rise — to the 
heterogeneous band of soldiers he 
called the Republican Forces, a mix 
of former rebels from a 2002 uprising 
and defectors from Gbagbo’s side.

“They have decided to re-estab-
lish democracy,” Ouattara said. “In 
all the towns they passed through, 
the people were joyful.”

In a matter of days, critical cities, 

— including the nation’s admin-
istrative capital, Yamoussoukrou, 
and the main cocoa-exporting port 
of San Pedro — fell to Ouattara’s 
forces with little combat. Officials of 
his government said resistance had 
principally come from hired Libe-
rian mercenaries.

As many as 1 million people have 
already fled Abidjan, the United Na-
tions said, and Thursday residents 
described the city as tense, quiet, 
and deserted, with periodic bursts 
of gunfire, explosions, and sightings 
of pickup trucks full of Gbagbo’s 
armed militiamen downtown. Fir-
ing was reported around the state 
broadcaster, and in the morning the 
city prison was attacked and some 
5,000 prisoners freed.

Gbagbo’s youthful supporters, 
the Young Patriots, who have earned 
a reputation for violence, manned 
roadblocks and roamed Abidjan.

“There’s sporadic gunfire. It’s 
very heavy. Nobody is outside,” said 
Yacouba Doumbia, a lawyer and 
member of a local human rights or-
ganization. “It’s very, very danger-
ous. The armed bands have taken 
possession of the city.”

Yale subject of Title IX inquiry
A group of 16 people who filed a Title IX complaint against 

Yale University last month said Thursday that the federal De-
partment of Education had launched an investigation to review 
Yale’s policies for dealing with sexual harassment and assault 
cases.

The group, which includes current and former students, 
noted an episode in October in which they said members of 
the fraternity Delta Kappa Epsilon marched around chanting 
misogynistic and sexually derogatory slogans.

On Thursday, the group said the school’s “inadequate re-
sponse” failed to eliminate a “hostile sexual environment on 
campus,” which violated the federal gender-equity law Title IX. 
It also accused Yale of failing to properly address previous cases 
of harassment and assault.

The federal inquiry was first reported in The Yale Herald. 
Phone calls to Yale and the Education Department’s Office for 
Civil Rights were not immediately returned late Thursday.

� —The New York Times

FBI seeks help cracking code in 
murder victim’s notes

It sounds like the beginning of a good whodunit, or at least 
a Law and Order episode: A body is found. In the victim’s pants 
are two notes written in some sort of code. The FBI is called in 
and concludes the man was murdered.

But the encrypted notes have the FBI stumped — so 
stumped that this week, after years of trying to decipher them, 
it posted what amounted to a public request for help on its 
website.

The body of Ricky McCormick was found in 1999, in a corn-
field west of West Alton, Mo., near where the Mississippi and 
Missouri rivers meet.

The FBI, drawn into the case because of the two mysterious 
notes, came to believe that McCormick, 41, was murdered and 
that the encrypted notes might lead to the killer.

“We are really good at what we do,” Dan Olson, chief of the 
FBI’s Cryptanalysis and Racketeering Records Unit, said in a 
statement posted on the site. “But we could use some help with 
this one.”

McCormick’s figures — a jumble of letters and numbers 
occasionally set off with parentheses — have also flummoxed 
members of the American Cryptogram Association, which the 
FBI has consulted.

—Timothy Williams, The New York Times

Live Nation is said to be bidding 
for Warner Music Group

Live Nation Entertainment, the concert and ticketing giant 
created by the merger of Ticketmaster and promoter Live Na-
tion, has emerged as a bidder for the Warner Music Group, ac-
cording to a person apprised of the bidding who spoke only on 
the condition of anonymity because the process was intended 
to be confidential.

Live Nation’s chairman is Irving L. Azoff, whose long history 
in the music business includes a stint as chairman of MCA Re-
cords. He also controls Front Line Management, which man-
ages the careers of more than 200 acts, including the Eagles and 
Christina Aguilera.

If Live Nation succeeds in its bid for Warner Music, the 
third-largest of the four major record companies, it would con-
trol a vast supply chain that could potentially make Live Na-
tion the management, record company, merchandiser, concert 
promoter, and ticketing service, all for the same act. That would 
likely pose a regulatory challenge for the company, whose 
merger with Ticketmaster was investigated by the Department 
of Justice Department for nearly a year.

Spokesmen for Warner Music and Live Nation declined to 
comment. 

—Ben Sisario, The New York Times

By Vince Agard
STAFF METEorologist

Although spring officially started 
more than 10 days ago, we have not 
yet quite escaped the grasp of wintry 
weather. A nor’easter storm coming 
up the coast will bring a mix of snow 
and rain as well as blustery winds 
and chilly temperatures today, mak-
ing for a rather miserable first day 
of April. The wintry mixture began 
yesterday evening, and it will inten-
sify as the center of the storm passes 
over eastern Massachusetts. The 
heaviest precipitation will likely fall 

as rain this morning, but rain and 
snow could continue to fall all day, 
potentially putting a damper on the 
Red Sox’s scheduled opening day.

Of course, this is not the first 
time that New England has gotten 
a glimpse of winter on April Fool’s 
Day. On this day in 1997, 25.4 inches 
of snow were recorded at Logan Air-
port in what came to be known as 
the April Fool’s Day Blizzard. How-
ever, nothing like that is expected 
today, as temperatures will hover 
in the mid to upper 30s°F all day, 
thereby precluding any significant 
snow accumulations.

Thought winter was over? April Fools!

Fed emergency loans saved many 
banks during financial crisis

Gbagbo, leader of Ivory 
Coast, seems poised to fall

Extended Forecast
Today: Windy with heavy rain and snow in the morning, tapering 

off throughout the afternoon. High 39°F (4°C). Winds NE at 20–
30 mph, lessening and becoming NW in the evening.

Tonight: Precipitation ending early, low 35°F (2°C). Winds W at 
15–20 mph.

Tomorrow: Partly cloudy and breezy, high 51°F (11°C). Winds W at 
15–20 mph. 

Sunday: Partly cloudy and breezy, highs in the low 50s°F (11°C).
Monday: A chance of rain, highs in the high 50s°F (14°C).
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By David Barboza
The New York Times 

NANJING, China — Treasury 
Secretary Timothy Geithner urged 
China again Thursday to adopt a 
more flexible exchange rate policy, 
saying failing to do so could wors-
en inflation in China and impede 
growth elsewhere.

In a speech here, Geithner never 
mentioned China’s currency, the 
renminbi. But he made clear that 
Beijing’s strict control over the 
value of its currency is at odds with 
flexible exchange rates in other ma-
jor economies. He said the issue has 
become “the most important prob-
lem to solve in the international 
monetary system today.”

“It does not require a new treaty, 
or a new institution,” he said. “It can 
be achieved by national actions to 
follow through on the work we have 
already begun in the G-20 to pro-
mote more balanced growth and 
address excessive imbalances.”

Geithner’s remarks were deliv-
ered during a one-day seminar on 
the international monetary system 
organized by French President 
Nicholas Sarkozy, who is serving 
this year as head of the group of 
20 industrial and developed na-
tions. The conference was hosted 
in Nanjing by a group of Chinese 
academics.

Sarkozy has promised to use 
France’s leadership of the G-20 to 
press for greater reform of the in-
ternational monetary system. The 
reforms he has begun to outline 
are largely aimed at addressing 
some of the most serious threats 
to global growth, including large 
trade imbalances, fluctuating cur-
rency values and cross-border 
capital flows.

But those efforts will probably 
be hampered by fierce disagree-
ments about how to proceed with 
reform and how to mediate ongo-
ing economic tensions between the 
United States and China.

While the United States wants 
China to overhaul its exchange rate 
policies and allow the renminbi to 
appreciate and move in line with 
market forces, China complains 
that the United States is damaging 
its interests by adopting loose fiscal 
and monetary policies.

The U.S. government, the 
Chinese argue, would like the  
Chinese to buy the country’s bonds 
but seems determined to weaken 
the dollar’s long-term prospect by 
adopting loose monetary policies, 
thereby undermining the value of 
China’s huge holdings of Treasury 
bonds.

Other emerging market coun-
tries are also worried about wheth-
er the dollar is facing a long-term 
decline, analysts say.

But analysts say China knows it 
has put itself in a difficult position 
by closely tying its currency to the 
dollar and by accumulating huge 
amounts of dollar-denominated 
foreign exchange reserves.

For hedge fund investors, 
Brazil is the country of now

Ten years ago, Goldman Sachs proclaimed that Brazil was 
among the new economic powerhouses. Now it is the next frontier 
for hedge funds.

Looking to capitalize on the fast-growing region, global hedge 
fund managers have started to descend on Brazil. The industry’s 
biggest players are wooing top talent, opening new offices and buy-
ing local firms — all part of a broader effort to expand their invest-
ment reach.

“Latin America suffered because it was always believed that 
‘Brazil is the man of the future and always will be,’” said Marko 
Dimitrijevic, founder of Everest Capital, a Florida-based emerging 
market hedge fund that oversees $2 billion. “But it looks like the 
future is now.”

Late last year, JPMorgan Chase’s Highbridge Capital purchased 
a majority stake in Gavea Investimentos, a top Brazilian hedge 
fund. Brevan Howard, one of Europe’s largest hedge funds, recently 
set up shop in Sao Paulo. This week, the first Hedge Fund Brazil 
Forum, an industry conference held at the Copacabana Palace Ho-
tel in Rio de Janeiro, drew hundreds of attendees, including repre-
sentatives from premier shops like Paulson & Co. and SAC Capital 
Advisors.

—Azam Ahmed, The New York Times

In Florida, the unemployed may 
face deep cuts in benefits

PALM COAST, Fla. — In the one year he has been collecting un-
employment checks in Flagler County, where joblessness remains 
stubbornly high, Richard Dudenhoeffer, 61, a cabinet maker, has 
not even gotten his foot in the door, despite his almost daily efforts 
to find a job, any job. No interviews. No phone calls. No emails. No 
flicker of hope.

Without charity and his $247 weekly check, he would lose it all, 
he said, starting with his mobile home and his car, a lifeline in a 
county with no public transportation.

“I sold my 9-millimeter gun,” Dudenhoeffer said, offhandedly, 
after rattling off possessions he had sold. “It was too tempting to 
blow my brains out.” He added, “I am just so depressed.”

For the jobless like Dudenhoeffer, the outlook does not look im-
mediately brighter.

The Florida House of Representatives approved a bill in March 
that would establish the deepest and most far-reaching cuts in un-
employment benefits in the nation. Like the law signed in Michi-
gan on Monday, the measure would reduce the number of weeks 
the unemployed could collect benefits from the standard 26 weeks 
to 20.

—Lizette Alvarez, The New York Times

US traffic deaths at lowest 
level in more than 60 years

It may not seem that way when some knucklehead speeds past 
you on the right, but driving is getting much, much safer: Last year 
the United States recorded the fewest traffic deaths in more than 60 
years, according to federal data released Friday.

An estimated 32,788 people were killed in traffic accidents in 
2010, according to the National Highway Traffic Safety Administra-
tion. That represents a 25 percent decline since 2005, when there 
were 43,510 traffic fatalities, and the fewest deaths since 1949 — 
when On The Town won the Academy Award for best score for a 
musical, a new magazine called Motor Trend named the Cadillac as 
its first car of the year, and there were far fewer drivers on America’s 
pre-Interstate roads.

“Last year’s drop in traffic fatalities is welcome news, and it 
proves that we can make a difference,” the transportation secretary, 
Ray LaHood, said in a statement. “Still, too many of our friends and 
neighbors are killed in preventable roadway tragedies every day. 
We will continue doing everything possible to make cars safer, in-
crease seat belt use, put a stop to drunk driving and distracted driv-
ing, and encourage drivers to put safety first.”

—Michael Cooper, The New York Times

Pakistani politician escapes two 
assassination attempts

ISLAMABAD — A prominent Islamist politician escaped an as-
sassination attempt Thursday in northwestern Pakistan, the second 
in two days, as a suicide bomb ripped through his convoy, killing 
at least 12 people and injuring more than 30, police officials said.

Maulana Fazlur Rehman is the leader of a religious political par-
ty, Jamiat Ulema-i-Islam, but has become a target of militants be-
cause of his perceived support for the government’s pro-American 
policies. He was on his way to address party workers at a seminary 
in the restive northwestern Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa province when a 
suicide bomber detonated himself near Rehman’s vehicle and its 
police escort. Rehman and his top aides were unhurt in the blast.

A day earlier, a suicide bomber on a motorbike blew himself 
up at a police checkpoint in another part of the province, killing 
at least 10 people. Rehman was traveling to speak to party workers 
nearby when the bomber blew himself up after being stopped by 
the police.

There was no immediate claim of responsibility, but the Paki-
stani Taliban and militant groups linked to al-Qaida have been 
conducting suicide bombings against government and military 
targets in the region for several years.

Rehman is often described as a father of the Taliban because for 
more than two decades he has supported groups waging jihad in 
Afghanistan and has supplied thousands of recruits to the fight. He 
has always maintained a role in government and a close relation-
ship with Pakistan’s military, which for years supported various 
militant groups fighting in Afghanistan and Kashmir.

Yet since the Pakistani civilian government and the military 
took up the fight against militants in 2007, Rehman has struggled to 
balance his relationship with the government and military and the 
growing extremism of the militant groups.

—Salman Masood and Carlotta Gall, The New York Times

By Thom Shanker 
and Charlie Savage

The New York Times 

WASHINGTON — Members 
of the NATO alliance have sternly 
warned the rebels in Libya not to 
attack civilians as they push against 
the regime of Moammar Gadhafi, 
according to senior military and 
government officials.

As NATO takes over control of 
airstrikes in Libya and the Obama 
administration considers new steps 
to tip the balance of power there, 
the coalition has told the rebels that 
if they endanger civilians, they will 
not be shielded from possible bom-
bardment by NATO planes and mis-
siles, just as the regime’s forces have 
been punished.

“We’ve been conveying a mes-
sage to the rebels that we will be 
compelled to defend civilians, 
whether pro-Gadhafi or pro-oppo-
sition,” said a senior Obama admin-
istration official.

The warnings, and intense con-
sultations within the NATO-led co-
alition over its rules for attacking 
anyone who endangers innocent 

civilians, come at a time when the 
civil war in Libya is becoming ever 
more chaotic, and the battle lines 
ever less distinct. They raise a fun-
damental question that the military 
is now grappling with: Who in Libya 
is a civilian?

In the early days of the cam-
paign, the civilian population need-
ing protection was hunkered down 
in cities like Benghazi, behind a 
thin line of rebel defenders who 
were easily distinguishable from 
the attacking government forces.

That is no longer always the case. 
Armed rebels — some in fairly well-
organized militias, others merely 
young men who have picked up ri-
fles to fight alongside them — have 
moved out of Benghazi in an effort 
to take control of other population 
centers along the way, they hope, to 
seizing Tripoli.

Meanwhile, fresh intelligence 
this week showed that Libyan gov-
ernment forces were supplying as-
sault rifles to civilians in the town 
of Sirte, which is populated largely 
by Gadhafi loyalists. These civilian 
Gadhafi sympathizers were seen 
chasing rebel forces in nonmilitary 

vehicles like sedans and trucks, ac-
companied by Libyan troops, ac-
cording to U.S. military officers.

The increasing murkiness of the 
battlefield, as the freewheeling reb-
els advance and retreat and as fight-
ers from both sides mingle among 
civilians, has prompted NATO mem-
bers to issue new “rules of engage-
ment” spelling out when the coali-
tion may attack units on the ground 
in the name of protecting civilians.

“This is a challenge,” said a se-
nior alliance military officer. “The 
problem of discriminating between 
combatant and civilian is never 
easy, and it is compounded when 
you have Libyan regime forces 
fighting irregular forces, like the 
rebel militias, in urban areas popu-
lated by civilians.”

Oana Lungescu, the senior 
NATO spokeswoman, emphasized 
that NATO was taking action be-
cause Gadhafi’s forces were at-
tacking Libyan civilians, including 
shelling cities with artillery. She said 
if the rebels do likewise, the organi-
zation will move to stop them, too, 
because the U.N. Security Council 
resolution “applies to both sides.”

Geithner again urges China to adopt 
a flexible currency exchange rate

Syria offers changes to ward  
off anti-government protests

NATO warns Libyan rebels  
not to attack civilians

By Liam Stack
The New York Times 

CAIRO — As Syria braced for 
renewed anti-government dem-
onstrations, the government an-
nounced new measures on Thurs-
day seemingly aimed at addressing 
the protesters’ demands.

But analysts said they were 
doubtful that the changes, coming 
a day after President Bashar Assad 
pointedly refused to make conces-
sions, would amount to more than 
window-dressing, and activists 
promised to go ahead with plans for 
a nationwide protest on Friday.

The protest could be a critical 
test of the strength of the move-
ment, which in a little over two 
weeks has posed an unprecedented 
challenge to the four-decade iron 
rule of the Assad family.

The police and the military have 
responded aggressively to check the 
protests; activists say at least 103 
people have died. Assad’s speech 
to the nation Wednesday, in which 

he called the protesters dupes and 
agents of a foreign conspiracy, left 
little doubt that the hard line would 
continue.

He acknowledged popular de-
mands for reform but insisted 
protesters had been “duped” into 
damaging the nation on behalf of 
its enemies, and vowed that the 
country would not bow to foreign 
pressure.

“It is clear from Bashar’s speech 
that he is threatening Syrians who 
go to the street,” said Radwan 
Ziadeh, a Syrian human rights 
activist and visiting scholar at 
George Washington University in 
Washington. 

“He ended the speech by saying, 
‘This is a battle and we are ready to 
fight it.’ But against who?”

That question appeared to be an-
swered just hours after the speech, 
when security forces opened fire 
upon pro-democracy demonstra-
tors in the coastal city of Latakia, a 
stronghold of the ruling Baath Party 
and the Shiite Alawi sect that domi-

nates it. Witnesses and activists 
gave conflicting reports of from two 
to 15 protesters killed.

Assad’s harsh words on Wednes-
day contrasted with the conciliatory 
tone of two government announce-
ments on Thursday creating new 
committees to address the protest-
ers’ concerns.

One committee was appointed 
to investigate deaths in Daraa and 
Latakia, two cities where the gov-
ernment has cracked down on pro-
testers, according to the state news 
agency.

The government also an-
nounced the creation of a commit-
tee to study lifting the emergency 
law imposed in 1963 and replacing 
it with legislation “that secures the 
preservation of the country’s secu-
rity, the dignity of citizens and com-
bating terrorism,” according to the 
state news agency.

Lifting the emergency law, 
which has been in place since 1963, 
has been a major demand of the 
protesters.
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Tuesday’s Campus Life events calendar indicated the in-
correct time for a talk by Jonathan E. D. Richmond PhD ’91 on 
corruption in developing countries. The talk will begin at 12:30 
p.m., and lunch will begin at 12:15 p.m (W20-307). 

That same events calendar incorrectly stated that LSC will 
show The King’s Speech this weekend; Good Will Hunting will 
still be shown on Friday and Sunday.

Additional content from campus life interview with Calvin 

C. Newport, published on Tuesday, is available on The Tech’s 
blog at techblogs.mit.edu.

An article on Tuesday concerning the possible changes oc-
curring to the UA excluded the president of the Panhellenic 
Association in a list of officers who would comprise a new UA 
council. In addition to the Panhel president, that council would 
be made up of the 12 dormitory presidents, IFC president, LGC 
speaker, and an elected off-campus representative.
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Dissent

Students are right to fight
Talking down to students and their interests is irresponsible
By David M. Templeton  
and Andrew T. Lukmann

DISSENTING

Editor’s note: this is a dissent by the 
above members of The Tech’s Editorial 
Board in response to the editorial published 
on March 29.

We believe that the Undergraduate As-
sociation’s referendum to measure student 
opinion on the impending house dining 
changes was neither toxic nor irrespon-
sible. Though changes to dining are all but 
a certainty, we don’t see it as a problem 
that the UA continues to poll students and 
to communicate the antipathy that many 
on campus feel towards the new plan. 
While we certainly agree that student lead-
ers should pick their battles and carefully 
weigh the priorities of the student body, 
we feel that this past Tuesday’s editorial 
goes too far by assigning sinister motives to 
members of the UA and in calling for the or-
ganization to be — generally — more com-
placent to administrative mandates.

There are a number of perfectly valid 
reasons why a large subset of the student 
body opposes the new plan. Students 
aren’t simply reacting against dining out 
of some blind rage at the administration. 
Many students perceive the changes as a 
threat to the nature and character of their 
living and social groups — things that MIT 

students take a fairly unique pride in. The 
dining changes will affect student groups 
and living groups who use food to encour-
age recruitment, socialization, and meet-
ing attendance.

The new plan will be almost uniformly 
more expensive than what most students 

are used to spending today. Since house 
dining forces a significant financial choice 
onto students, there is the potential that 
more undergraduates will choose their liv-
ing group out of cost considerations rather 
than where they feel they best fit. This will 
affect not just the undergrads within the 
housing system, but MIT’s strong alumni 
community as well.

If they are grounded in reasonable com-
plaints, students should not feel that they 
need to be resigned about a decision once 
it is made. Just because members of the 
administration have begun to implement 
a certain plan doesn’t mean that it is set in 
stone forever. Even once implemented, the 
campus dining plan will still be subject to 
change, depending on the actions of the 
stakeholders involved. If you are really pas-
sionate about the issue, continue working 
to keep it alive. After all, a brief review of the 
history of MIT student life is littered with 
successive changes to dining programs, 
housing policies, orientation, and rush tra-
ditions. Nothing is ever really final.

If you are really 
passionate about the 
issue, continue working 
to keep it alive. Nothing 
is ever really final.

Guest column

In the shadow of good will
Corruption poses a major roadblock in developing countries

By Jonathan E. D. Richmond
Advisory board

Development agencies say they are con-
cerned about corruption. A large part of the 
West’s donations of aid to poorer countries 
intended to do good ends up in the pockets 
of ruthless officials with no qualms about 
stealing from their underprivileged fellow 
citizens.

The theft is extreme: people are left 
to die because emergency food supplies 
are siphoned off and sold. Just look at the 
USAID packages openly displayed in mar-
ketplaces, the infrastructure projects built 
to shoddy standards or failing to material-
ize altogether when finances are compro-
mised by kickbacks, and the management 
of facilities developed with aid money be-
ing marred by the endless leakage of bribes 
to government personnel.

It has been this way for decades, and the 
agencies must take the blame for running 
development systems so long on failed 
principles. Despite awareness of wide-
spread corruption in many developing 
countries, funding agencies set business-
like terms for giving aid on the naïve as-
sumption, if not necessarily belief, that they 
will be honored. Superficially, beneficiary 

countries may take elaborate steps to give 
the impression that correct administrative 
steps are taken. In nations saddled with 
chronically dysfunctional bureaucracies, it 
may seem that papers are being processed, 
stamped, clipped as necessary. But such 
appearances are often just a shell.

I worked recently in two developing 
countries that requested World Bank funds 
to upgrade public transportation systems. 

In one case I was able to make headway by 
dropping traditional approaches to proj-
ect planning and bringing together people 
of good will to form a consensus through 
bargaining. The process produced initially 
good results, and plans were made both to 
upgrade bus services and reform manage-
ment systems.

I got a warning sign that all was not well, 
however, when the efforts of a consultant 
appointed to advise on bus specifications 
and ensure corruption-free procurement 

systems were sabotaged. Next, I learned 
that managers in a number of poorly-per-
forming departments had gone behind 
the scenes to pressure a Minister to block 
reform processes that threatened their 
influence.

Shortly afterwards, personal harass-
ment began with a sudden move to throw 
me out of my office and place me in an air-
less closet, and a decision not to renew my 
contract grounded on fears that I would 
eliminate mismanagement. Subsequent 
arguments in the Cabinet by those who 
wanted me to stay were met with anti-Se-
mitic remarks about me that I took as my 
cue to leave. The projects to upgrade bus 
services have been abandoned, attempts 
to improve governance weakened, and the 
money invested by the World Bank largely 
wasted.

In the second country, where I also 
suffered harassment and removal for my 
efforts, government departments that ad-
minister public transportation are riddled 
with corrupt practices. Deliberately mak-
ing official systems so complicated that 
they are unusable is a common ploy used to 
extract corrupt rewards. The official system 

The theft is extreme: 
people are left to die 
because food supplies 
are siphoned off. 

Corrections

Richmond, Page 5
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to obtain a driver’s license is so complex and 
time consuming that there is little choice for 
most people but to take the shortcut route 
and get a fake one.

Because of this reality, drivers of pub-
lic transportation vehicles have little or no 
training, are dangerous on the road, and are 
frequently the cause of tragic accidents that 
result in loss of life.

Licenses to operate buses on specific 
routes are another matter — there is no al-
ternative to paying bribes to the licensing 
commission, and that is far from the end 
of the road. Between police corruption, an 
industry association linked to the govern-
ment, and groups of roaming thugs, money 
is extorted from local bus companies until 
they are almost at the point of ruin. There is 
no money to either train drivers properly or 
to perform maintenance, and buses dilapi-
dated to such an extent that they appear to 
be wrecks operating dangerously and with 
extraordinary overcrowding.

A World Bank project aimed at improv-

ing public transportation — or accomplish-
ing results in any other sector for that mat-
ter — cannot proceed successfully without 
insisting that such irregularities be resolved. 
The bus industry cannot be told to improve 
itself while its resources are being stolen. 
The likelihood, unfortunately, is that elegant 
plans for upgraded transportation will be 
produced without engaging issues of cor-
ruption directly. Existing corrupt processes 
for licensing and operation of public trans-
portation will make it impossible to estab-
lish high-quality, professionally-managed 
services and will lead to project failure.

In his book The White Man’s Burden, Wil-
liam Easterly makes the critical point that 
development agencies have a way of giving 
developing countries big plans when their 
government bureaucracies have no moti-
vation to implement them. Easterly calls 
instead for systems that build motivation 
through reward.

Singapore is the prime example where 
public sector transformation took place 
through professionalization and the intro-
duction of reward for performance.

Similar changes are required where cor-
ruption endangers the future of develop-
ing countries. Accountable, independent, 
incentive-based organizations must be 
built, and the talented and honest must be 
rewarded for achieving results.

The corrupt form coalitions; the honest 
must do likewise, and development partners 
should focus on empowering them. Edu-
cated young professionals — some of them 
graduates of professional schools such as 
MIT’s — are often most open to reforms to 
promote integrity, but are kept distant from 
power. They must be brought to the table 
so their fresh ideas can be received and so 
these young people can be developed as 
builders of their nations’ futures.

Most importantly, development agen-
cies must move from a focus on technical 
approaches to ones that direct government 
involvement in reflective efforts to identify 
and correct flaws in governance. Instead 
of telling governments what to do from the 
outside — a process that rarely builds the 
relationships of trust required for successful 
implementation — processes of consulta-

tion, introspection, debate, and consensus-
formation must be invoked amongst those 
of good will. Every government has its hon-
orable workers, even if their efforts are sup-
pressed by the corrupt.

The hard part of enabling structural 
change is moving beyond enforcing it to 
having governments internalize it — while 
aid can and should be the bait, there has 
to be a local feeling of ownership for such 
ideas to succeed. Catalyzing such produc-
tive change and giving power to those who 
love and respect their nation must be the 
primary task of international development 
when working in countries afflicted by cor-
ruption, and doing this requires a change in 
direction by international agencies and their 
professional staff.

Jonathan E. D. Richmond PhD ’91 will 
present “Approaches to Professionalism in 
the Face of Mismanagement or Corruption 
in Developing Countries” in W20-307 today, 
as part of the Center for Transportation and 
Logistics Distinguished Speaker Series. Lunch 
will be at 12:15 p.m., followed by the talk at 
12:30 p.m.

By Keith Yost
Staff columnist

Forget for a moment all of the legal ex-
egesis of whether or not the detainees at 
Guantanamo Bay are prisoners of war (sub-
ject to indefinite detention and military 
tribunals), civilians (subject to the court 
system of the United States), or “unlaw-
ful combatants” (constituting a newly de-
fined class of suspects). A legal system is, 
at its core, a decision-maker, determining 
whether alleged criminals are innocent or 
guilty. Like any other imperfect decision-
maker, the system has two types of error: 
Type I error (deciding a person is guilty 
when they are innocent), and Type II er-
ror (deciding a person is innocent when 
they are guilty). For a legal system with a 
given degree of accuracy, we can trade-off 
between the two types of error, reducing 
Type I at the expense of increasing Type II, 
or vice-versa.

We have, quite rightly, designed our 

regular judicial system to reduce Type I er-
ror in exchange for a high Type II error. Our 
system, with its demand for a unanimous 
verdict from 12 jurors and generous format 
for the defense, reflects Blackstone’s ra-
tio; we would rather let ten guilty persons 
escape than let one innocent suffer. This 
makes sense; the population being decided 
upon are our own citizens, and the crimes 
for which they are being tried — while of-
ten serious — are not an existential threat 
to our country; in other words, the costs 
of making a Type I error are high, and the 
costs of making a Type II error are low. 
Hence, a system heavily biased against a 
guilty decision.

In contrast, prisoners of war, whether 
under U.S. law or the Geneva Conventions, 
are put through a separate legal system, one 
in which the trade-off between error types is 
much less generous to the accused. Short of 
torture and severe forced labor, most any-
thing is allowed. The prisoners can be de-
tained without trial for the duration of the 

conflict, and trials — when offered — are 
usually majority votes by a panel of judges. 
The character of the detained, as well as the 
consequences of releasing a guilty person, 
justify the reduction of Type II error at the 
expense of Type I.

The question we now face is how we 
wish to design a legal system to account for 
foreign terrorism suspects that reflects the 
particular constraints that such a system 
must face — for example, not all evidence 
against a suspect can be revealed to that 
suspect without compromising ongoing 
operations — while setting an appropriate 
balance between Type I and Type II error. 
The Guantanamo detainees exist in a sort of 
gray area between simple criminal offend-
ers and captured foreign soldiers. As such, 
they are being put through a third system, 
one established by the Military Commis-
sions Act of 2006 that sets the trade-off be-
tween Type I and Type II errors in a way that 
is appropriate considering the non-citizen 
status of the accused and the frequency 

with which released detainees go on to re-
sume combat against the United States.

Much sturm und drang has been offered 
by critics of Guantanamo, largely because 
they view the issue in black and white. In 
their minds, the detainees are either pris-
oners of war or they are not — any middle 
ground between these extremes is a legal 
abomination in violation of the Geneva 
Conventions.

This lawyerly, absolutist view is prepos-
terous. While the detainees do not strictly 
meet the requirements for prisoners of war, 
it is self-evident that our regular judicial 
system is not geared appropriately toward 
trying foreign, non-state combatants. The 
demand that we shoehorn this new class of 
suspects into our antiquated system may be 
pure from a legal perspective, but it ignores 
the motives that a legal system is meant to 
serve. Guantanamo Bay and the third way 
we have created may be ugly (as all fresh 
law and procedure is bound to be), but they 
are necessary, and must be sustained.

By Keith Yost
staff columnist

In his defense of Guantanamo Bay (and 
of our detention policy in general), Yost 
makes a fair point — our legal system, at 
its core, is a decision-making system with 
Type I and Type II errors, and the Guan-
tanamo Bay detainees form a category of 
suspects that do not appropriately fit into 
either of our existing legal pathways. 

However, Yost is wrong to dismiss the 
details and implementation of the law as 
mere “legal exegesis.” While it is true that 
a legal system should reflect the trade-offs 
that society demands, the rule of law mat-
ters too. As important as it is that we estab-
lish new legal pathways for dealing with 
captured terrorism suspects, the way in 
which we create and constrain these new 

systems and the consistency with which 
they fit into our other legal frameworks 
matters more. 

As it stands, there are two major catego-
ries of failings in our detention policy.

The first is that our current detention 
policy is not the clean and coherent “third 
way” that Yost pretends it is. Instead, it is a 
tangled mish-mash of decisions, born not 
out of clear thinking and rational goal set-
ting, but out of clashing interests and bu-
reaucratic inertia. It has been nearly a de-
cade since Congress first gave the president 
authority to detain combatants related to 
al-Qaida, and in that time we have failed to 
create a rational set of rules that distinguish 
between different types of detention. For 
example, we continue to categorize detain-
ees based upon the area in which they were 
captured rather than the characteristics of 

the detainees themselves. Whatever our 
thoughts on the design trade-offs that must 
be made between legal systems, it should 
be clear that the current state of affairs in 
detention policy is not a suitable endpoint. 
Our rules for dealing with the spectrum of 
possible offenders — whether they are ma-
terial supporters of terrorism or direct par-
ticipants or some other strain of criminal 
— need to be made much more intelligent 
than they are now if they are to properly 
reflect a consistent set of social goals and 
values.

The second problem is that the rules 
have not just been poorly chosen; in some 
dimensions, rules haven’t been chosen at 
all. With many important considerations, 
we continue to play things by ear and let 
choices be made either by default or by 
judges operating with little precedent. The 

unfinished nature of our detention policy 
is unfair to the suspects being processed 
(who would enjoy going through a legal 
system where the rules haven’t been writ-
ten?), but more importantly, it will lead to 
unintended consequences for our society 
as policy drifts aimlessly from case to case. 
The more we leave to arbitrary whim, the 
less likely we are to achieve the results that 
society wants from its legal system.

The current discussion of detention pol-
icy is regressive, obsessed with finding ways 
to deal with our existing detainees and dig-
ging up arguments to justify past positions. 
What we need is to wipe the slate clean and 
create a forward-looking policy that ad-
dresses the problem of future detainees.

Guantanamo Bay, or something like it, is 
necessary. But it can and should be made 
better.

By Keith Yost
staff columnist

Let us begin with one obvious fact: the 
decision to establish detention camps at 
Guantanamo Bay has cost us much more 
than we have gained.

Firstly, our European allies are justifiably 
upset — not only have we effectively re-writ-
ten international law, but we have re-writ-
ten it in a flawed manner and with trade-
offs that they would never have chosen for 
themselves. By ignoring the international 
process, the United States has hemorrhaged 
much of its soft power and thus reduced the 
effectiveness of its foreign policy.

Secondly, the battle over Guantanamo 
Bay has incurred significant actual costs on 
the United States. Forget the (not insignifi-
cant) costs of maintaining the camps and 
their associated trial system — we’ve taken 
legions of lawyers, some of the most highly 

trained and talented minds that our soci-
ety has to offer, and thrown them at what 
amounts to a toy problem. There are a little 
over 200 detainees at Guantanamo Bay to-
day. Had any of these detainees managed to 
waste as much human potential as the legal 
wrangling over Guantanamo has, we would 
have considered them master terrorists.

This is not a cost-effective counter-ter-
rorism policy. It would be cheaper to let the 
detainees go and shoot the recidivists on a 
distant battlefield than to continue housing, 
feeding, clothing, and arguing over them in 
perpetuity.

Yost, in his defense of the status quo, and 
Yost, in his calls for reform, have argued for 
a third legal system to deal with this new 
stream of detainees. Their points are moot 
— devising a more accurate justice system 
for a stream of individuals as tiny as this is 
akin to using a hatchet to kill a fly. The more 
serious detainees can be labeled as prison-

ers of war without straining our legal frame-
work too much, and the less serious de-
tainees can either be tried in civilian court 
(if there is sufficient evidence) or let go. 
There is no need for the legal trickery that 
Guantanamo Bay — a site magically under 
U.S. control, but outside of U.S. jurisdiction 
— represents.

The current policy is intolerable — as 
flawed and as ill-defined as it is, it forms 
both a horribly expensive and ineffectual 
way of dealing with detainees, while at the 
same time acting as the perfect bogeyman 
for anti-American rhetoric. Moreover, re-
form of Guantanamo Bay and our detention 
policy is not enough. If anything, it is likely 
to compound the problem, casting more hu-
man potential into the abyss and continuing 
a policy that earns us brickbats abroad. Let 
someone else foot the bill for developing the 
next generation of detention law and proce-
dure — the Europeans are willing to be the 

greater fool in this regard, and we should 
welcome them.

Even if reform were possible on the 
cheap — even if we could, as Yost claims, 
develop a clean and coherent legal system 
for the gray area that exists between martial 
and civilian courts without undermining 
our established law, the detention center it-
self cannot remain. It is too symbolic of past 
failings, too powerful a reminder of the legal 
disarray we cast ourselves into in the wake 
of 9/11. It has, from the beginning, existed 
outside the rule of law and in the shadow of 
foreign opinion.

Today we have reached a stalemate in 
detention policy — after more than nine 
years of intense debate, we find ourselves so 
spent by the issue that no one cares enough 
anymore to push for a conclusion. Let us 
take that as a sign: Guantanamo Bay and the 
departure from our detention policy in 2001 
were a mistake, and should be discontinued.

The Guantanamo Bay camps must remain open

The Guantanamo Bay camps must be reformed

The Guantanamo Bay camps must be closed

point/COUNTERPOINT/countercounterpoint

Paradigm shift is necessary to fight corruption in developing world
Richmond, from Page 4
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By Jonté Craighead

Dear Undergraduate Community:
We, your elected student representa-

tives, have recently been reviewing a total 
revision to the UA Constitution — the same 
Constitution we were elected to serve un-
der and whose integrity we were elected to 
protect.

While discussions on the motivation 
for change and initial solution generation 
took place two weeks ago, the proposed 
Constitution was drafted during the break, 
and prior to its public release early Sun-
day morning, many of the discussions with 
your elected representatives did not take 
place on the record. The proposal recom-
mends Senate approval of the Constitu-
tional changes this Monday, and expects 
the changes to take place immediately.

Concerned by the speed at which this 
process was moving, and by the fact that 
key stakeholders including the DormCon 
President had not been consulted, a few 
of us outlined a comprehensive review 

process via an Ad Hoc Committee on Re-
structuring. In addition to Michael Walsh 
(Senator for Fraternities), this group of 
co-sponsors included the Presidents of 
IFC, Panhel, DormCon (and VP), and LGC. 
While Senate approved this legislation, it 
ultimately decided to restrict the term of 
the committee’s operation to one week.

Considering that we, as your student 
representatives, have championed the case 
for earnest student engagement at MIT 
with statements that criticized the HDAG 
process as “not fair … thorough … trans-
parent … or respectful,” and demanded 
that administrators observe a 60-day re-
view process when “a major decision af-
fecting students is under consideration,” I 
find it a bit inconsistent to recommend that 
we press for no more than a week to review 
changes affecting the fundamental means 
by which students are represented. To jus-
tify the timeline, many have asserted that 
because we were elected to decide on stu-
dents’ behalf, we therefore have the right 
and responsibility to replace the Constitu-

tion. If students truly are in favor of these 
changes, why not submit to asking them 
via referendum?

The “unpreparedness” of the UA presi-
dent and VP-elect has also been cited as 
a reason for why this process must move 
forward quickly — essentially, it is believed 
that the outgoing UA president and vice 
president should set up the new govern-
ment and run it this semester to ensure 
success next year. First, if it is possible for 
an elected student representative to fail 
in implementing the proposed Constitu-
tion, doesn’t that speak to inherent flaws? 
Secondly, despite the criticism, I maintain 
that these two individuals would do an ex-
cellent job in upholding any Constitution 
provided they are properly transitioned on 
the intangibles concerning the politics of 
the Institute by the outgoing UAP and VP. 
With this said, though, I do not believe that 
you voted to have Allan and Alec, nor were 
the presidents of your dorms, of the IFC, 
Panhel, or LGC selected to serve under this 
new government regardless of their qualifi-

cations or willingness to do so.
It is only right that you, the students 

we represent, have a voice in deciding 
how we will go about representing you in 
the future. Having attended the first meet-
ing of the Restructuring Committee, I am 
optimistic about what it may accomplish, 
though it cannot be successful or any 
change legitimate without your input. 
However this process resolves itself, I en-
courage you to read the proposals, to think 
about your rights as a represented student, 
to ask questions, and to hold your Sena-
tors accountable to the purposes for which 
they were elected. Because the minutes for 
this week’s meeting will not be available 
until Monday, I encourage you to speak 
with your Senators directly. If at all pos-
sible, join ua-restructure-listeners@mit.
edu for detailed updates on the work of the 
committee.

Jonté Craighead ’13 is the current Speak-
er of the UA Senate, a former Next House 
Senator, and a current resident of East 
Campus.

Letters To THe Editor
IFC completes risk 
management 
overhaul

In order to enable the overall educa-
tional experience uniquely provided by 
fraternities, the Interfraternity Council must 
implement the most effective governing 
policies for our community. We are proud 
to announce an overhauled Risk Manage-
ment Policy that was ratified by the 26 
fraternity presidents on Wednesday after 
months of collaboration with other groups 
on campus.

Starting last semester, the IFC identi-

fied several issues with our Risk Manage-
ment Policy and began discussions with 
key stakeholders involved in planning 
and executing events at MIT fraternities. 
We strive to maintain a Risk Management 
Policy that both ensures a safe experience 
at fraternities and can also be adequately 
enforced. The IFC met with the MIT Police, 
FSILG Office, AILG, chapter risk manag-
ers, and others to seek input on how to 
improve the Risk Management Policy and 
its enforcement.

The Risk Management overhaul en-
compasses a number of specific revisions 
intended to create an open, enforceable 
policy that provides a realistic structure 
for proper Risk Management. The IFC Risk 

Management Consultant program has 
been revamped, placing a greater emphasis 
on chapter education and responsibility. 
Chapters must still follow all national, state, 
and local laws, as well as the policies of 
their national organizations. This overhaul 
is part of a continuous effort to refine our 
self-governing policies.

The IFC has also been undergoing a lon-
ger-term revision to our Judicial Committee 
Bylaws. Considerable work has been done 
by a group of 22 brothers, representing 
multiple chapters throughout the commu-
nity, to debate best practices for the judicial 
process. We look forward to finalizing these 
changes with Chancellor Grimson via the 
Institute Judicial Review Committee.

The IFC serves as the voice of the 1,100 
Greek men at MIT. We remain committed 
to transparency and hope to foster dialogue 
among the fraternities and with the rest of 
the MIT community. We encourage all of 
our members to express their opinions at 
the twice-monthly IFC Presidents’ Council 
meetings, which are open to all MIT 
students. These meetings bring together all 
of the fraternity presidents and have been 
central to the Risk Management improve-
ments. Furthermore, please direct any and 
all comments or questions to ifc-exec@mit.
edu.

Gordon Wintrob, IFC President 
Jack Wanderman, IFC Risk Manager

UA restructuring is going too fast
Major changes to undergraduate representation demand student input

This space donated by The Tech
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Help Desk by Michael Benitez

Foxtrot by Bill Amend

by Jerry Holkins 
and Mike Krahulik

The Pricking of My Thumbs
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A WEBCOMIC OF ROMANCE,
SARCASM, MATH, AND LANGUAGE

by Randall Munroe

Lamp

’That was definitely not in my top three wishes.’ ‘Who said anything about YOUR wishes?’

Instructions: Fill in the grid so that each column, row, and 3 by 3 grid contains 
exactly one of each of the digits 1 through 9.

Instructions: Fill in the grid so that each column and row contains exactly one of 
each of the numbers 1–6. Follow the mathematical operations for each box.

Sudoku
Solution, page 16

6 8 3 5 2
2 7

7 3
6 3 1

3 6 2 7 5 9
7 8 1
2 4
9 6

4 1 2 7 9

Techdoku
Solution, page 16

6× 24× 120×

2 15×

360× 2 2− 2÷

150×

9+ 12+ 3×

6× 6

from new_skills import *

def learnMarketableJobSkills():
    return linux, OSX, javascript, applescript, perl, python, PHP

if self.interest == True: 
    print “E-mail join@tech.mit.edu”

----:----F1 joinTechno.py       (Python)--L1--Top-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------

File   Edit   Options   Buffers    Tools   Im-Python   Python   Help

by Jorge Cham
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Somewhere on the Search for Meaning... by Letitia Li

Unnatural Selection by Meisel / Tonn / Wang

♠

I BET WE CAN 
SOLVE THAT RIDDLE 

IN CANCUN.

HOW CAN YOU ENJOY
A VACATION WITHOUT 

ANY SCIENCE?  

THERE‛S A PLATFORM HIDDEN BENEATH THE 
SURFACE.  THEY CAN TEST OUR MEMORY BY 

SEEING HOW LONG IT TAKES FOR US TO 
REMEMBER WHERE THE PLATFORM IS IN 

SUBSEQUENT TRIALS.

♦ ♥

♠

♣

♦ ♥

♠

♣
Trial 01 Trial 02

I WAS PROMISED
PINA COLADAS.

Fig. 1

THIS HERE IS THE
MORRIS WATER MAZE.

I THOUGHT WE WERE
GOING TO THE BEACH.

♠

Crossword Puzzle
Solution, page 12

Across
1 Unshiny photo finish
6 Tree with quaking leaves
11 Usually nonmelodic music 

genre
14 Not moving
15 Work on a loom
16 Under the weather
17 Hilarious joke
19 Narc’s org.
20 Ages and ages
21 Depression era migrant
22 Bat one’s eyelashes, 

perhaps
24 Method: Abbr.
25 Lincoln wore one
27 Pay for a hand
28 Bank encumbrance
30 Sound heard twice in 

“gargantuan”
32 Command to an attack dog
35 Dressing for romaine and 

such
38 Palm Pilot or BlackBerry, 

briefly
39 Worry, slangily
42 Mex. neighbor

43 Hardly geniuses
45 Contest submission
47 Arrived
48 Poet Pound
50 Old hands
52 Coerce
54 Infield protector
58 Retreats in the desert
60 Bring up
61 Field of expertise
62 Jr. high, e.g.
63 Frosted Lenten pastry
66 Maneuver among  

moguls
67 One way to read
68 White-sheet wearer, on 

Halloween
69 Sixth sense, for short
70 Sources of blue eyes, say
71 Shipping weight 

deductions

Down
1 Studio sound equipment
2 Be a thorn in the side of
3 Prom goers
4 Railroad bridge support

5 UFO crew, presumably
6 Greet the morning
7 Brownish photo tint
8 Party headgear
9 Genesis outcast
10 Spongy ball brand
11 Enduring, as a storm
12 Tip off
13 One in a buffet stack
18 Ear part
23 “Shane” star Alan
26 Surrealist Salvador
29 “That’ll do, thanks”
31 Movie critic, at times
32 Restful resort
33 Deposed despot Amin
34 Freight-bearing vessel
35 Stockholm-bound carrier
36 Jerusalem is its cap.
37 Set (down)
40 Street urchin
41 Ralph Kramden’s pal
44 Sprinkler attachment
46 Boris’s partner in toon 

espionage
48 Online birthday 

greetings, e.g.

49 Round number?
50 Outlaw-chasing group
51 Poolroom triangles
53 Prompt again
55 Vine-covered recess
56 Get extra value from

57 Garment that can follow 
the starts of the answers 
to starred clues

59 Thick carpet
64 Bullfight shout
65 Rank above cpl.

Dilbert� by Scott Adams
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she represents, as given by the MIT 
Housing Office. Under the proposed 
system, a dorm president must 
cast all of his or her votes toward 
one stance; in contrast, the cur-
rent Senate allows multiple sena-
tors representing one dorm to vote 
independently. 

Modi said that since this changes 
the role of dorm presidents in the 
UA, DormCon will need to vote in 
support of 14.2 for it to pass. Accord-
ing to the draft constitution submit-
ted with 14.2, the Dormitory Coun-
cil Constitution will cease to be in 
effect if 14.2 is passed by the Senate 
and DormCon.

The bill also eliminates the cur-
rent role of UA Senators. “When 
their terms end at the end of the ac-
ademic year, I will help in any way I 
can to find a space [for the senators] 
on UA committees,” said Modi.

The ad-hoc committee proposed 
by 14.1, headed by Senator for Fra-
ternities Timothy R. Jenks ’13, is in 
the process of determining whether 
the measures of 14.2 would fulfill 
Modi’s intentions. “The [14.1] com-
mittee is composed of 20 people, 
leaders of student groups, who will 
review whether or not the proposed 
system is really optimal,” said Alec 
C. Lai ’13, vice president-elect of the 
UA. “This could be a radical change 
to the Senate, and we want all un-
dergraduates to have a voice in the 
restructuring.”

Although dissolution of the Sen-
ate may seem extreme, the UA could 
be reverting to a decades-old sys-
tem. According to the MIT 1969 An-
nual Report to the President, a past 
UA body — the Institute Committee 
(InsComm) — was dissolved due to 
“disinterest or negativity toward the 
irrelevance of InsComm.”

It was replaced by Senate’s im-
mediate predecessor, “a complete 
participatory democracy with a 
very loose structure … a General As-
sembly (GA) composed of students 
elected from living groups upon an 
approximate proportional repre-
sentation basis, and presided over 
by the UA President elected by pop-
ular vote,” according to the report.

Since then, “times change and 
issues change,” said Allan E. Mira-
monti ’13, president-elect of the UA. 

“The mindsets of the students 
change, and right now we are look-
ing to optimize efficiency,” he said. 
Unity and efficiency were at the core 
of recent recommendations made 
by the UA’s Advisory Committee.

The Advisory Committee, com-
prised of faculty, staff, and alumni 
associated with the UA, meets three 
times a year with UA committee 
chairs, senators, and officers to offer 
insight from an external perspec-
tive, according to the UA website. 
“[The Commmittee] explored the 
idea of revising the internal struc-
ture of the UA early on in the year,” 
said Modi. “Then, at the beginning 
of March, they re-emphasized the 

importance of this issue, without 
giving us specifics.”

Craighead’s first proposal, 42 
UAS 14.3, was his response to the 
Advisory Committee’s advice. The 
bill had suggested the creation of an 
Undergraduate Coordinating Com-
mittee (UCC) while retaining the ex-
isting Senate structure. The bill was 
voted down on Monday.

“It would give us a better idea 
of who we want to engage,” said 
Craighead. “Right now there’s a lot 
of confusion about what the student 
opinion is when the administration, 
for example, approaches us.” None 
of the separate groups or commit-
tees would be allowed to represent 
their constituencies unless the UCC 
authorized them to do so.

“Some of the complaints about 
my bill were that it didn’t address 
internal issues, which is valid — it 
wasn’t designed to,” said Craighead. 
“The rhetoric is that we need less 
structure, but I think our structure is 
perfectly fine as is.” 

Craighead considers 14.2’s pro-
posal to be “too weak, and not 
enough checks are in place.”

The ad-hoc committee was ini-
tially given a week to work before 
reporting back to the Senate at the 
next Senate meeting this Monday, 
April 4. But according to the ad-
hoc committee’s Wednesday meet-
ing minutes, Jenks intends for the 
committee to spend longer than 
a week — but not more than two 
— deliberating.

Craighead has reservations 
about the speed of the process. In an 
open letter in this issue of The Tech, 
he acknowledged that some have 
suggested the “unpreparedness” 
of the UA’s incoming president and 
vice president may be why changes 
are being pushed before the end of 
this semester. However, Craighead 
also noted that “if it is possible for 
an elected student representative to 
fail in implementing the proposed 
Constitution, doesn’t that speak to 
inherent flaws?”

“Despite the criticism, I maintain 
that these two individuals would do 
an excellent job in upholding any 
Constitution,” he added.

Craighead also warned against 
haste. “I find it a bit inconsistent to 
recommend that we press for no 
more than a week to review changes 
affecting the fundamental means 
by which students are represented,” 
he wrote after noting that the UA 
has asked the administration for a 
60-day review process of all major 
changes that affect students.

The president- and vice presi-
dent-elect expressed optimism and 
confidence in the face of uncertain-
ty and transition. “Our top priority, 
regardless of what structure comes 
out of this, is to pick a team that will 
not be vulnerable to infighting,” said 
Miramonti. 

“Alec has the skill set necessary 
to build a great team … no mat-
ter what system, we’re going to be 
efficient.”

UA Restructuring, Page 1

Ad-hoc committee debates merit of new UA plan

Infographic by Connor Kirschbaum

Under the proposed UA governance structure, the UA Senate would be replaced by a UA Council with 
representatives from dormitories and FSILGs. Under the scheme, dormitory presidents, the presidents of 
the IFC and Panhel, the LGC speaker, and an off-campus representative would cast votes weighted by the 
number of undergraduates they represent. The numbers here are approximate and may not reflect the rep-
resentation seen if the proposed UA constitution is approved. FSILG representation reflects estimated num-
bers of undergraduates living in — not merely affiliated with — an FSILG. Class year and gender information 
presented here also reflects the composition of the UA Council were the proposed transition to occur today. 
An underclassmen-dominated Senate would be replaced by a largely upperclassmen council, and the IFC 
president would cast the vote with the most weight.

Receive free health and genetic screenings
Make a real difference in the lives of families 
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Invest minimal time

APPLY ONLINE:

                 SPERMBANK.com
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- convenient Cambridge location
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Changes to the UA
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Cormick resident expressed con-
cern about the new dining plan to 
Charles H. Stewart III, one of the 
dorm’s housemasters. The McCor-
mick resident and Stewart then 
discussed the issue with Residen-
tial Life and initiated a survey for 
McCormick upperclassmen. The 
survey was used to gauge interest in 
moving to a dorm without a dining 
plan.

In response to the survey, which 
showed interest in dorm transfers, 
a follow-up meeting was arranged 
for students who were interested in 
alternative housing options. As a fi-
nal step, an email survey was sent to 
students with qualitative questions 
to see what kinds of housing options 
residents supported.

In addition, a dining-related pe-
tition was circulated to McCormick 
upperclassmen. Roughly half of the 
dorm residents signed the petition, 
indicating that they were dissatis-
fied with the new dining plan; some 
even indicated they wanted to move 
out of McCormick.

“We worked to transfer students 
in a way that meets their needs and 
minimizes their impact on their 
prospective dorms,” noted Robin 
Baughman, Assistant Director of 
Housing.

Though Random Hall has exist-
ing all-female and all-male floors, 
only Burton Conner and MacGregor 
were selected for the transfer pro-
cess. This decision was made based 
on McCormick residents’ prefer-
ences, which included proximity 
to campus and proximity to friends 
who will still live in McCormick. 
Another reason for the selection 
was that Random Hall has a high 
number of returning students, 
which reduces room for prospec-
tive freshmen. Transfers to Random 
Hall would leave even less room for 
incoming freshmen.

Both Burton Conner and Mac-
Gregor have single-gender suites, 
which also factored into their selec-
tion, said Baughman. The dorms will 

try to accommodate the former Mc-
Cormick residents with preferences 
like single-sex bathrooms and living 
with other transfers, but due to the 
current structure of the dorms, such 
requests are not guaranteed.

“We noted to Dean [Henry J.] 
Humphreys, the Senior Associate 
Dean of Student Life, that our dorm 
would not be able to accommodate 
all requests,” noted MacGregor Pres-
ident Mariya L. Samoylova ’12. “For 
instance, we do not have single-
gender bathrooms.” Nevertheless, 
each suite in MacGregor and Burton 
Conner has its own bathroom, and 
Samoylova said that MacGregor will 
accommodate the transfers to the 
best of its ability.

It is unlikely that specific transfer 
suites or floors that differ from the 
current rooming structures will be 
created. If all the needs of the trans-
fers are not met, the Housing Office 
may look into other alternatives.

As of the March 28 application 
deadline, five McCormick residents 
had requested a switch to Burton 
Conner as their first choice, and 
one had requested to move to Mac-
Gregor. Assignments will be made 
in a fashion similar to the April 
switch process.

“Twenty students were initially 
interested in the transfer, but the ac-
tual number of applicants request-
ing a switch ended up only at six 
residents,” said Baughman.

The students and their new 
dorms will be informed of the sta-
tus of their applications by April 4. 
Final dormitory assignments will 
be released on April 21, which coin-
cides with the regular April housing 
lottery. Transfers will participate in 
their new dorms’ internal rooming 
processes in May, which will allow 
students to request all-female envi-
ronments and to select suites and 
rooms.

According to Baughman, trans-
fers will likely end up in suites with 
non-McCormick females through 
the internal rooming process, be-
cause a relatively low number of 
students are transferring.

McCormick Transfers, Page 1

Dining transfers to  
merge to BC, MacG

 
 

 

Passover at MIT Hillel 
 

Passover First Seder on Monday night, April 18 (Patriots Day) 

Passover Second Seder is Tuesday night, April 19 

 

First Seder options through MIT Hillel: 

•  Home Hospitality 

•  Kosher Seder at Hillel 

•  Dorm‐Organized Seder 

To attend or to be a host, fill out the on‐line form; go to hillel.mit.edu and click 

on the “Sign Up for Passover Seders and Meals” link on the top right. 

 

Second Seder options around campus: 

Undergraduate Seder at AEPi:  contact Max Plaut, mplaut@mit.edu  

Grad Hillel Seder:  contact Ariel Sommer, atsommer@mit.edu  

 

 

If you are interested in other kosher for Passover meals during the holiday, please 

also sign up at hillel.mit.edu and click on the “Sign Up for Passover Seders and 

Meals” link on the top right. 

 

ALL SIGN­UPS MUST BE COMPLETED BY WEDNESDAY, APRIL 6! 

 

Questions?  Email hillel@mit.edu.                                 Hag Sameach / Happy Passover!! 

   Next year may we all be free!   

Please direct all inquiries to the “M.I.T. Purchase Program.”

Bose Wave® music system – SoundLink®

Computer MusicMonitor®

Bose is pleased to o�er special 
savings for all students, 

employees and retirees of M.I.T.

QuietComfort ® 15 
Acoustic Noise Cancelling®   headphones

Receive savings on most Bose ®       products, including the acclaimed 
Wave® music system, home entertainment systems, headphones, 
and solutions for today’s most popular portable music devices.

1-800 -298 -BOSE
©2010 Bose Corporation. Patent rights issued and/or pending. Delivery is subject to product availability.

®

®

(2673)

Solution to Crossword
from page 10

Solution to Techdoku
from page 9

1 6 3 2 4 5
2 1 4 3 5 6
6 5 2 1 3 4
4 3 6 5 1 2
5 4 1 6 2 3
3 2 5 4 6 1
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opportunity to revisit the original 
findings and assess how effective 
changes over the past decade have 
been.”

The current report gives an over-
all positive view of MIT from the 
women faculty, noting significant 
changes since the first report was 
published in 1999.

Since the first report, the per-
centage of women faculty in the 
School of Science increased from 8 
percent to 19 percent. In the School 
of Engineering, the percentage of 
women faculty has gone from 10 
percent to 17 percent. 

“It’s not too surprising that ev-
eryone thinks MIT is a pretty great 
place,” said Mary C. Potter, Profes-
sor of Brain and Cognitive Sciences, 
who served as chair of the second 
committee that worked on the 1999 
report. In the current report, wom-
en faculty praised the opportunities 
that MIT provided and the intellec-
tual atmosphere of the Institute.

Though the report largely con-
cludes that things have improved 
since the 1999 and 2002 reports, 
there are still problems that remain. 
Some of the problems were noted 
in the earlier reports and have not 
been fully been addressed, and 
there are additional complaints 
that were reported for the first time 
in the current report. “Once you 
solve a set of problems, a new set of 
problems seems to arise,” said Bar-
bara H. Liskov, Associate Provost for 
Faculty Equity. 

Problems persist
One of the largest problems is 

the misperception that women are 
hired primarily because of their 
gender. Attempts to limit bias in the 
hiring process has led to the idea 
that standards for hiring women 
are lower than the standards for 
hiring men. Some women even 
commented that they felt they were 
hired because of their gender, large-
ly because of perception of double 
standards.

One woman in the report said, 
“undergraduate women ask me 
how they should deal with their 
male classmates who tell them that 
they only got into MIT because of 
affirmative action.” Others reported 
that there is sometimes a percep-
tion that gender plays a significant 
role in the selection of award win-
ners, which can lead to a decrease 
in satisfaction.

“The women faculty feel that 
such untrue allegations need to be 
stopped,” said Sive.

Women faculty also reported 
concerns about the expectation for 
a specific type of personality. There 
is a “certain personality expected of 
the faculty,” said Sive. Women be-
lieve they are expected to be more 
nurturing mentors than their male 
counterparts. There was also an 
expectation of less aggressiveness 
when compared with their male 
colleagues. According to one wom-
an quoted in the study, “I am not 
patient and understanding. I am 
busy and ambitious.”

Issues related to children and 
family remain ongoing concerns. 
The senior faculty reported that 
much of the stigma connected 
to bearing children has been re-
moved. Many praised MIT’s flex-
ibility with regards to parental leave 
policies and the ability to have both 
a family and a career at MIT.

The issue of daycare was com-
monly brought up, with some prais-
ing the availability of child care on 
campus, while others noted the 
limited space in the on-campus 
daycare.

However, there is concern that 
all issues relating to family are 
viewed as purely women’s issues. 
“Family is joint; it’s shared between 
both partners in a relationship,” 
said Sive.

“Why does 100 percent of the 
conversation about balancing work 
and family only involve women?” 
said one of the women in the study. 

In a turn from the first reports, 

women report an overburden of 
service. Since the 1999 report, there 
have been efforts to involve women 
in committees. As a result, some 
faculty expressed a feeling of over-
commitment. “There seems to be a 
disproportionate burden of service 
going to women faculty,” said Sive. 

And though there has been an 
increase in the number of women 
faculty, there remain far fewer 
women than men.

Looking forward
The 1999 report “was a very 

scary process,” said biology Profes-
sor Nancy H. Hopkins of the first re-
port of the status of women faculty. 
Hopkins was chair of the first com-
mittee in 1996 that led to the cre-
ation of the original report from the 
School of Science. The current re-
port was made in conjunction with 
the support and involvement of the 
administration. However, when the 
1999 report was being prepared, 
there was concern that MIT would 
not accept the report. There was 
an “us against the administration” 
view that came with the initial re-
port, said Hopkins.

Throughout much of her career, 
Hopkins said she was largely un-
aware of the discrimination against 
women in science. “I had no con-
cept of any of this,” said Hopkins.

Hopkins received her BA and 
PhD from Harvard as a postdoctoral 
fellow before coming to MIT as an 
assistant professor in 1973. Though 
she noticed the lack of female fac-
ulty members, she did not attribute 
that to lack of opportunity. “I really 
just didn’t get it … I kind of thought 
that if your science was good 
enough nothing else mattered.”

Hopkins said that she became 
an activist when she came to real-
ize that gender did in fact have an 
effect. “None of us wanted to deal 
with it,” said Hopkins. She said the 
report came at a time when enough 
women had moved into positions of 
authority so that they had “enough 
clout so that the institution would 
listen to them.”

The 1999 report consisted of a 
confidential report presented to 
then-Dean of Science Robert Birge-
neau, followed by a public report 
published in the faculty newsletter. 
The original report, which included 
personal testimonies, was kept con-
fidential to allow women to provide 
honest assessments of their experi-
ence without fear of backlash.

Potter said that some people 
criticized the lack of data in the 
public report when it was first re-
leased. “People didn’t want to trust 
that it was true,” said Potter. “When 
you have only 15 people who are 
women, you can’t do statistics on 
it.”

For all the progress noted in the 
current report, it also highlights the 
fact that problems still remain. “We 
must continue our efforts or things 
will slip backwards,” said Potter, 
who estimates that another decade 
of work may be needed to reach a 
stable point with regards to gender 
equity. “MIT has gone further and 
more successfully in extending the 
number of women on the faculty … 
it didn’t happen spontaneously.”

Liskov also noted the need to 
continue monitoring the issue, 
rather than becoming passive. “If 
you monitor things, it gets across a 
message,” said Liskov. By continu-
ing to monitor the status of women 
faculty, Liskov believes it gives le-
gitimacy to the efforts.

“The goal is to have women 
never have to think of this issue,” 
said Hopkins. “I don’t care if you 
are a man or a woman; science is 
science.”

For Hopkins, the end goal is to 
reach a point where people don’t 
notice “when a person is a man or 
a woman, because they’re doing 
great science.”

“All anyone here wants to be 
labeled as is smart … the gender 
of the person who is smart is irrel-
evant,” said Sive. 

The current report is the third re-
port on the status of women faculty. 

In 1999, a committee released the 
first report on the status of Women 
Faculty in the School of Science. 
This was followed in 2002 by a re-
port on the status of Women Faculty 
in the Schools of Architecture and 
Planning, Engineering, Humani-
ties, Arts and Social Sciences, and 
the Sloan School of Management. 
The current report is the first time 
the Schools of Science and Engi-
neering have been revisited.

The new report was planned to 
coincide with the “Leaders in Sci-
ence and Engineering: The Women 
of MIT” symposium, held as part of 
the MIT150 celebration. The sympo-
sium included talks by MIT faculty 
members about their work, as well 
as discussion of the historical and 
current roles of women in science 
and engineering. External speakers 
included Charles M. Vest, President 
of the National Academy of Engi-
neering, who was MIT’s president 
at the time of the initial report and 
Birgeneau, the Chancellor of Uni-
versity of California at Berkeley.

Of 53 women faculty in the 
School of Science, 49 were inter-
viewed for the report, as well as 54 of 
the 62 women faculty in the School 
of Engineering. For the purpose of 
interviews and analysis, women 
were divided into three groups de-
termined by the length of time they 
had been at MIT. Faculty who had 
been tenured at the time of the first 
report were considered senior fac-
ulty, those who received tenure af-
ter the first report were considered 
mid-level faculty, and those who are 
not tenured were considered fac-
ulty. Interviews were conducted in 
small groups.

Watch the Webcast and 
Join a Faculty and 
Community Discussion 
 

MIT 
77 Massachusetts Ave
Building 1 Room 190
Cambridge
2:00 - 5:00 PM

Refreshments

  Even The Tech needs tech support
       and we’re looking for some. join@tech.mit.edu

Manohar Srikanth—The Tech

Physics Professor Nergis Mavalvala PhD ’97, speaks about “Explor-
ing the Warped Side of the Universe” at the MIT150 Symposium 
“Leaders in Science and Engineering: The Women of MIT” in Kresge 
on Tuesday. A series of symposia, free for the MIT community, is being 
held throughout the spring in honor of MIT’s 150th birthday.

Challenges remain for MIT’s women faculty
Women Faculty, Page 1
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By Philipp M. Diesinger
Staff Writer

After two years of production, Zack 
Snyder returns with his fifth big movie, 
Sucker Punch, which many fans have been 
eagerly awaiting. The film has all the char-
acteristics that Snyder’s previous projects 
have been well known for, but it is partially 
overloaded with action sequences that do 
not essentially contribute to the storyline.

In principle, Sucker Punch tells a very 
simple story. In the 1960s, a young woman, 
nicknamed “Baby Doll” (Emily Browning), 
is institutionalized by her cruel stepfather 
after her mother’s death and then subse-
quently tries to escape the asylum with 
the help of four other girls (Abbie Cornish, 
Jena Malone, Vanessa Hudgens, and Jamie 
Chung). To achieve this goal, the five girls 
need to find five items that will eventually 
enable their escape. Their time limit is five 
days, because Baby Doll’s stepfather has 
bribed the asylum’s orderly (Oscar Isaac) 
to arrange a lobotomy in order to prevent 
her from giving evidence in court against 
him.

The story setting might seem simple 
at first, but it provides the framework for 
two further levels of meta-plots, which 
comprise the major part of the film. The 
first meta-plot level is the sub-reality of a 
brothel where the girls are forced to per-
form as show girls and please clients. Baby 
Doll creates this world in her mind to es-
cape the cruel reality of the asylum. She is 
the new star of the show and her virginity 
will finally be sold to the highest bidder af-
ter her first big performance.

This first meta-plot level is related to the 
reality in the asylum; everything that hap-
pens in the brothel represents real events, 
and the same characters appear in similar 
positions. For instance, the asylum’s lead-
ing psychiatrist is training the girls in the 
world of the brothel for their show, and 
the asylum’s orderly plays the owner of the 
brothel.

When Baby Doll first performs in the 
sub-reality setting of the brothel, she dis-
covers her real-world ability to mesmerize 
everyone who is watching by dancing. The 
girls decide to utilize this ability to escape 
from the asylum. They plan to paralyze 
everybody with Baby Doll’s performance; 
meanwhile, the other four girls will obtain 
the items they need for their escape.

Baby Doll’s dances represent the sec-
ond meta-plot level, which is almost en-
tirely independent of the first two levels 
and provides different fantasy settings 
in which the girls have to achieve spe-
cific goals to gain access to the five items 
they need to find. These goals are always 
somehow loosely related to the items. For 
instance, the girls have to defeat a dragon 
in order to find “fire,” represented by the 
dragon’s soul stones within the fantasy 
setting and by a lighter at the reality and 
sub-reality levels. 

Snyder turns the fantasy settings on the 
second meta-plot level into the epic visual 
fireworks for which he is so well known, 
fully displaying his abilities as a director 
of action movies. The fantasy settings are 
very much reminiscent of levels in a video 
game — each setting even provides a final 
boss to be defeated — picking up anoth-
er aspect of pop culture. Sucker Punch’s 
script is the first that Snyder developed a 
major part of by himself, but he collabo-
rated with Steve Shibuya. It was construct-
ed to allow for these very distinct fantasy 
settings, as Snyder explains: “A while ago 
I had written a script for myself and there 
was a sequence in it that made me think, 
‘How can I make a film that can have ac-
tion sequences in it that aren’t limited by 
the physical realities that normal people 
are limited by, but still have the story make 
sense?’” Sucker Punch entirely revolves 
around this pre-defined scheme.

Unfortunately, it soon becomes clear 
that the five girls are pretty much invincible 
while fighting in the fantasy worlds. Com-

bined with the fact that the settings are al-
most entirely unrelated to the actual story, 
this removes a lot of tension — ironically, it 
almost makes some action sequences tire-
some. Snyder’s approach to enforcing the 
different fantasy settings seems to work 
only in part. It is not as well integrated into 
the main story as similar concepts — like 
Larry and Andy Wachowski’s Matrix trilo-
gy — and appears a bit overwhelming. Part 
of the problem might be that Snyder was 
forced to cut many scenes in order to get 
the PG-13 rating, which frustrated him and 
made the movie hard to interpret. 

Nevertheless, the fact that the action fo-
cus of Sucker Punch comes at the expense 
of the storyline remains very much the 
only flaw of the movie. Otherwise, it is a 
very solid production, providing the same 
visual quality as Snyder’s previous films 
(Watchmen and 300). Many scenes, includ-
ing the opening events that lead to Baby 
Doll’s compulsory hospitalization, seem 
like well-composed video clips. The mov-
ie is a bit overloaded with action, but the 

action sequences are always top quality. 
Sucker Punch is stylish, makes many pop-
culture references, and comes with a great 
soundtrack (featuring Björk, Skunk Anan-
sie and Queen, among others), stunning 
special effects, and well-composed action 
sequences. If you liked 300 and Watchmen, 
you should definitely go see Sucker Punch.

HHHH✩

Sucker Punch
Directed by Zack Snyder

Starring Emily Browning, 
Abbie Cornish, Jena 
Malone, Vanessa Hudgens, 
and Jamie Chung

Rated PG-13

Now Playing

courtesy of Warner bros. pictures

Emily Browning plays a young woman living in an alternate reality in the action-packed Sucker Punch.

movie review

‘For those who fight for it, life has a  
flavor the sheltered will never know.’
Zack Snyder’s new movie Sucker Punch is an almost-worthy  
successor to Watchmen and 300

The Sternewirth Privilege

Wheat Wine Ale Wins
A better complement to goat cheese than tiger blood

By David M. Templeton
Contributing Editor

This week, we’re tasting Smuttynose 
Wheat Wine Ale. This beer is part of Smut-
tynose’s Big Beer Series, an ambitious set 
of brews that have more body and a higher 
alcohol content than their “core” offerings. 
In short, these beers are the pride and joy 
of Smuttynose and are meant to be treated 
specially. This is the first beer I’ve tried of the 
series, which earned very good recommen-
dations from my friends.

Smuttynose describes its Wheat Wine Ale 
as a mix between a barleywine and a wheat 
ale. Barleywines are beers brewed mostly 
with malted barley; they are approximately 
as strong as wine (12 percent ABV) with lots 
of fruity undertones and an amber color. 
Wheat ales are not typically as strong, have 

less fruity notes, are more yellow-brown, 
drier, and — you guessed it — have a higher 
proportion of wheat. Although I can definite-
ly taste both styles in this offering, the barley-
wine dominates.

Before getting into the tasting, I prepared 
my palette with some Vermont goat cheese 
on wheat crackers. The creamy cheese goes 
well with the smooth texture of the pseudo 
barleywine. This beer has plenty of volatiles, 
and I’ve served it in a red wine glass. The beer 
is amber colored, like a red ale, but unfiltered 
and cloudy. There is virtually no sign of head, 
a sign that this beer is only lightly carbonated.

The first order aroma is a delightful burst 
of dates. Upon tasting the beer, fruity sweet-
ness is immediately present, and grapes 
dominate. Don’t let the name of the beer 
and the grape notes fool you; this is still very 
much a beer. The wheat is finally noticeable 

with a fine grain flavor. Booziness is definitely 
there, but not overpowering. Drinkability is 
good since the lack of carbonation makes it 
smooth. The aftertaste reminds me of juice, 
with a slight alcohol burn. The hop aroma is 
very evident on the nose at the end.

Overall, the alcohol isn’t as well hidden 
as the higher-ABV Dogfish Head beers I’ve 
tried, but this 12 percent beer is still tractable. 
The entire bottle has 4.4 times as much alco-
hol as a 5 percent ABV 12 fl.oz. beer and is 
best split with a friend and consumed over 
the course of an hour.

Smuttynose Wheat Wine Ale is indeed 
mostly a barleywine and not a bad introduc-
tion to that beer style, even though it’s more 
of a wheatwine. I enjoyed the pairing with 
the goat cheese immensely, and I would also 
recommend trying it with dates or mangos. 
I recommend this beer to anyone exploring 

the Smuttynose Brewery, anyone exploring 
barleywines, or anyone exploring the right 
drink to go with their chèvre.

Send agreements, disagreements, sugges-
tions for future beer reviews, and offers for 
project management positions in the Boston 
area to dtemp@mit.edu.

HHHH✩

Wheat Wine Ale
Smuttynose Brewing Co.

Portsmouth, NH

22 fl. oz., 12% ABV

$6 @ Trader Joe’s
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theater review

Romeo and Juliet takes new shape in old Verona
Brilliant acting in a familiar yet surreal play

By Michael T. Lin
Contributing editor

The MIT Shakespeare Ensemble per-
formed Romeo and Juliet — at least, an in-
terpretation of it — a few weeks ago, and 
for those who missed out, it only seems fair 
to share all that was unconventional about 
the production. To be perfectly blunt, this is 
not your high school’s time-updated, boy-
friend-and-girlfriend-in-the-lead-roles, by-
the-book production. Not even close.

This version of Romeo and Juliet, di-
rected by Edward Eaton, takes a great 
many liberties with the source material, 
which may not have been everyone’s cup 
of suspicious-smelling tea from the local 
apothecary. Nevertheless, regardless of 
how much of a purist you are with regards 
to Shakespeare, there’s a lot to be said for 
rewarding ambition and originality as well 
as execution.

The most noticeable change was the fact 
that nearly all of the lead male characters — 
Romeo, Tybalt, Mercutio, and Benvolio — 
are portrayed by women, putting a different 

spin on the play’s various conflicts. It’s not 
immediately apparent how far this change 
extends to the characters themselves, as 
many (but not all) pronouns and gendered 
words like “gentleman” are made femi-
nine. The exceptions seem to be consistent 
across characters, implying that any confu-
sion is on their part and not the audience’s. 
Changing Romeo’s sex in particular makes 
for an interesting dynamic between the title 
characters, portrayed by Grace M. Kane ’11 
(Romeo) and Alma Prelec (Juliet). The tal-
ent of the cast was the greatest strength of 
this show, and Kane and Prelec represented 
the pinnacle of that particular facet.

Regardless of whether you believe the 
whirlwind collision of Romeo and Juliet is a 
genuine romance or a childish impulse, it’s 
hard to not be emotionally invested based 
on the merits of the acting alone. Ensemble 
veteran Kane puts forth a truly committed 
portrayal of Romeo, complete with passion, 
tears, and an unpleasantly tragic end. Susan 
Fendell as a creaky, crone-like Nurse and 
Mark L. Velednitsky ’14 as Friar Laurence 
(among other roles) are impressive in their 

own right, while Katherine A. Roe ’14 as Ty-
balt and Allison M. Schneider ’13 as Mercu-
tio deserve very special mention for their 
unusually vigorous performances. In theo-
ry, one could refer to the character dynamic 
between the two as “sexual tension” — if the 
tension wasn’t released at every opportuni-
ty. The result is that Tybalt and Mercutio’s 
rather open relationship provides a foil to 
Romeo and Juliet’s concealed one.

Those familiar with the play will notice 
a number of other changes and rearrange-
ments of Shakespeare’s text. For example, 
the opening chorus is omitted, replaced 
by the performance of Mercutio’s “Queen 
Mab” speech, which is usually halfway 
through Act I. The performers interact more 
directly with the audience than some might 
expect in a Shakespearean show; one of the 
most humorous moments of the show is 
when Paris — played by Victor E. Cary ’14 in 
a manner describable simply as “bro-like” 
— high-fives an audience member while 
exiting after confirming his wedding plans 
with Juliet. Other lines that would ordinar-
ily be spoken to no one in particular are in-

stead addressed to the audience. Deaths in 
the show are played realistically rather than 
theatrically, with plentiful blood effects and 
nasty — rather than neat — beatings and 
poisonings.

Although the Shakespeare Ensemble’s 
Romeo and Juliet has closed, it is worth 
noting what it does to make us rethink an 
otherwise familiar play, even if some of 
the liberties it took were a bit odd. If noth-
ing else, it put an array of tremendous ac-
tors on display and managed to make Baz 
Luhrmann look conventional by compari-
son, and for those achievements, it should 
be applauded. 

Romeo and Juliet
MIT Shakespeare Ensemble

Directed by Edward Eaton

March 11–13, 17–19 

La Sala de Puerto Rico

movie review

Bieber movie features 3-D hair, flat story
Never Say Never caters to Beliebers but proves to be little more than commercial fluff

By Carolyn Zhang

It’s easy to make fun of Justin Bieber, but 
his commercial value is undeniable. His name 
and likeness is attached to everything from 
clothing to trading cards to nail polish. Justin 
Bieber: Never Say Never, the latest product 
from the Justin Bieber propaganda machine, 
is merely another way to suck money from his 
fans. It’s thinly disguised as an inspiring 3-D 
documentary about the 17-year-old’s journey 
from boy next door to international YouTube 
sensation to pop-idol-slash-force-of-nature. 
The film is structured around a countdown to 
his concert last August in the iconic Madison 
Square Garden, which sold out in 22 minutes. 
Strained vocal cords and a cold threaten his 
ability to perform at his biggest concert to 
date. Can the normal boy still fulfill his role 
as a superhuman pop star and make his fans 
happy?

Part concert film, part documentary, the 

movie tries to strike a balance between pleas-
ing Bieber fans and trying to prove to the 
world that there is more to him than just a 
helmet of hair. As shown by many home video 
and concert clips in the film, the Beebs is a 
natural entertainer with undeniable charisma 
and vocal talent. His strong screen presence 
carries the film as it drags through song after 
fluffy pop song. Behind the scenes, Bieber 
tries to lead a normal life while surrounded 
by bodyguards and handlers; his prep team 
becomes his family. The film mentions, but 
never explores, the pressures of living with su-
perstardom during the teenage years.

Yet the Justin Bieber brand is so carefully 
maintained by his management that all we get 
to see is the record company puppet, not the 
real boy. This squeaky-clean Justin says grace 
before every meal, mass-autographs photos 
with incredible speed, and devotes his spare 
time to tweeting his fans. Though he and his 
glossy coif are visible throughout most of the 

movie, much of the narration and insight 
come from outside sources: his manager, 
Scooter Braun, and his mother, Pattie Mal-
lette. The brief comments about the difficult 
life of teen pop idols come only from Miley 
Cyrus and Bieber’s vocal coach, “Mama Jan” 
Smith.

The film tries to paint Justin as a dark horse 
— the one who defied all odds with his per-
severance and talent. At one point, Bieber’s 
manager not-so-subtly drives home the mes-
sage: “We like being the underdog. We’d like 
to stay the underdog as long as possible. It 
kind of gives us something to work for.” But 
was J-Biebs ever the underdog to begin with? 
Backed by such industry juggernauts as Usher 
and legendary music mogul Antonio “L.A.” 
Reid, the young boy rose to Internet fame 
largely through a series of carefully-calculated 
social media marketing tactics on YouTube 
and Twitter. So much of the success in the Jus-
tin Bieber story can be accredited to the skill 

of the team behind him; when you take that 
out, there’s really not much to make a movie 
about. The end result is — much like his music 
— slickly produced but lacking in substance 
and satisfying only to those afflicted with 
Bieber Fever.

HH✩✩✩

Justin Bieber: Never 
Say Never
Directed by Jon Chu

Starring Justin Bieber, Boyz 
II Men, and Miley Cyrus

Rated G

Now Playing

Are you sporty AND artsy? 
Do you dream about the 

perfection that is Posh and Becks? 

Email spartz@the-tech.mit.edu  for more information

Join the newest 
and hottest 

section of 
� e Tech!
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ning. Novartis is seeking two zon-
ing changes: to permit an increase 
in maximum height from 120 feet 
to 140 feet, and to increase the 
permitted gross floor area from 
415,250 sq. ft. to 528,500 sq. ft.

The Novartis Institutes for Bio-
medical Research’s east campus 
will include MIT Building N42, a 
30,000-square-foot “castle”-like 
building currently home to the 
Information Systems and Technol-
ogy computing helpdesk. While 
the new campus will primarily be 
research facilities, Novartis envi-
sions N42 containing a daycare 
center or gathering space, “adapt-
able for a softer use.” The N42 
building, at 211 Mass Ave, will keep 
its current appearance. Both the 
Analog Devices parcel and N42 are 
being leased from MIT.

Maya Lin
Maya Lin designed the Memo-

rial Wall in 1981 while she was an 
undergraduate at Yale University, 
winning the public design com-
petition. Since then, she has pro-
duced numerous public works 
of art and has branched out into 
architecture, generally smaller 
buildings. Lin, who lives in New 
York City, recently designed a new 
building for the Museum of Chi-
nese in America in New York. Lin’s 
website showcases much of her 
work (http://www.mayalin.com).

Lin was at MIT in October giv-
ing the annual Page Hazlegrove 

Lecture in Glass Art. Peter B. Houk, 
director of the MIT Glass Lab, said, 
“the selection of Maya Lin is great 
here because of her dual talents 
as artist and architect. So much 
of her work in both public art and 
architecture has been about sensi-
tivity to the site and surroundings, 
and not just focused on a building 
by itself, on a lot.”

Philip L. Khoury, MIT’s associ-
ate provost who focuses on arts, 
called Lin “a wonderful choice to 
design the Novartis campus next 
to MIT,” in an email. “She is a tre-
mendously talented artist and ar-
chitect who at a very young age 
became a legend.”

Novartis zoning changes
Novartis’s presentation before 

the Cambridge Planning Board 
was well-received. Jeffrey Lock-
wood, Novartis’s global head of 
communications, described No-
vartis’ desire to be part of the 
Cambridge community and how 
drug discovery is “one of the most 
complex endeavors on the planet 
… a combination of science, art, 
and serendipity.”

Lockwood emphasized that 
Novartis has collaborations with 
MIT, Harvard, the Dana Farber 
Cancer Institute, Mass. General 
Hospital, and the Broad Institute.

The design of the project was 
presented by Thomas Sieniewicz 
of Chan Krieger NBBJ’s Harvard 
Square office, who is collaborating 
with Lin. He called Lin “incredibly 
sensitive to site and place.” 

Sieniewicz said 
Novartis intends to 
“create a campus in a 
city that’s full of cam-
puses — and that’s 
not a mistake.” 

Sieniewicz de-
scribed a site plan 
(see figure) with a 
large open green 
central space in an 
area with “virtually 
no green space”; low 
building height near 
Mass. Ave. and taller 
sections bordering 
Osborne and St. and 
State St. The height 
increase is being re-
quested to account 
for the space lost by 
keeping the Mass 
Ave. heights low, con-
sistent with the sur-
rounding buildings.

Novartis intends 
to hire a second ar-
chitect to design one 
of the structures, “so 
it won’t be one hand,” 
Sieniewicz said. Lin 
will design the build-
ing that wraps from 
Mass Ave, around Albany St. and 
down Osborne St. Lockwood said 
that they have the second architect 
narrowed down and would have 
an agreement “in the near future.”

There will also be retail prop-
erty along Mass. Ave, they said.

The one public comment was 
offered by Charles Marquardt, a 
former Cambridge City Council 
candidate and local activist, who 
was wildly enthusiastic about the 
rezoning and Novartis’ plans.

Iram Farooq, a project plan-
ner with the City’s department of 
Community Development offered 
many technical comments on zon-
ing issues, but they are not critical 
of the petition.

Novartis has hired local attor-
ney James Rafferty to guide them 
through the permitting process, 
and Rafferty led the presentation 
before the board. Rafferty is a fix-
ture of the Cambridge licensing 
and zoning establishments, and 
enjoys the respect of and familiar-
ity with the board members.

Rafferty noted that the 20-foot 
height increase was accompa-
nied by a 50-foot height decrease 
elsewhere.

Open access?
It remains unclear whether the 

green space and courtyard would 
be open and accessible to the 
public, or whether they would be 
gated.

Novartis’ existing campus, west 
of Mass. Ave., has public pedes-
trian walkways through it, but they 
are bounded by imposing black 
metal gates which are open during 
daytime hours. Lockwood said he 
did not know if the new campus 
would be similarly gated.

Reaction of the planning 
board

The zoning board was uni-
formly positive in reaction to the 
zoning petition, and it appeared 
Novartis had a lot of credibility in 
their eyes, likely as a result of its 
successful efforts at revitalizing 
the former Necco factory that cur-
rently houses its campus west of 
Mass. Ave.

The board was conscious of 
the number of projects being pro-
posed in this area of Cam-
bridge and of the potential 
interaction between Novartis’ 
and MIT’s upcoming Kendall 
Square proposal, as well as 
Forest City’s proposal for the 
Mass Ave. block just north of 
Random Hall. Forest City’s 
formal petition for zoning 
changes was submitted to the 
City Council on Feb. 28 and is 
scheduled to be discussed by 
the zoning board at the end of 
April.

No explicit dates were 
given for when a decision 
would be made about the 

zoning petition. It goes before the 
Cambridge Ordinance Commit-
tee next week, and the Ordinance 
Committee and zoning board may 
take several months to make a rec-
ommendation to the City Council, 
though the planning board ex-
pressed a desire to move expedi-
tiously in this case.

The petition will also be con-
sidered by the City’s consultants 
examining the Kendall Square to 
Central Square region, said Assis-
tant City Manager Brian Murphy. 
Murphy said that the consultants 
had been selected and would 
be announced at next Monday’s 
Cambridge City Council meeting.

Maya Lin, through a spokes-
woman, declined to comment for 
this article, siting contractual con-
fidentiality restrictions.

Cambridge enthusiastic about Novartis campus

Courtesy of Sharon Styer

Maya Lin, architect of the Vietnam War Memorial, has been select-
ed by Novartis to design their Mass. Ave. campus along State and 
Osborne Streets. The new campus will supplement Novartis’ existing 
complex at the former Necco factory.

Source:Novartis petition, http://www2.cambridgema.gov/cdd/cp/zng/amend/zngamend_novartis_doc.pdf

Novartis’ new campus east of Massachusetts Avenue, based on their zoning petition. 
This is approximately representative of proposed heights, but not of the architecture. 
There is a skybridge pictured between the two buildings that connect on Osborne Street.
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   -- Eat Quality Food – 

-- Chill With Your Friends –  
-- All At a Great Price -- 

  

~Lunch ~ Dinner ~ Dessert ~ Take-Out ~  
~Snacks ~ Drinks & Lounge~ 

 
Friday April 1st  

Saturday April 2nd 
 

Hurry and Get Your  
Free Ticket Stub 

  
 
 
 

Sponsored by: 
Leadership Training Institute 

                       

Hurry and Get Your  Hurry and Get Your  Hurry
Free Ticket Stub

  

Make Sure to 
Join the Event  

on FB! 

This space donated by The Tech

 

At Open Access Technology International, Inc. (OATI), your career is always on 
the move. OATI is the leading provider of innovative web-based software solutions 
to the Energy Industry in North America.  Our employees have expertise across 
diverse industry verticals and technology platforms. OATI combines the agility of a 
small company with the stability of a large company. We have built a nurturing 
and rewarding culture diligently over the last 15 years. Our work culture is 
collaborative and we encourage every Team Member to go beyond their defined 
roles and learn more. If you are looking for an energetic, challenging, and 
rewarding career, then OATI is the place to be! To learn more, please visit our 
website at www.oati.com. 

OATI has immediate FT openings for Software Developers. The position requires a 
Bachelor’s or Master’s Degree in Computer Science, Computer Information 
Systems, Management Information Systems, Computer Programming or related 
field and knowledge of ASP Dot Net, C#, SQL Server, Object Oriented Design, Java 
Script, AJAX, HTML, Dynamic HTML, and C++.  Duties include implementing 
specific OATI products using latest web technologies and building online content 
using community specific Graphical User Interfaces (GUI) and/or 
systems. Experience or exposure to developing mobile applications will be a 
certain plus, as well as knowledge and/or interest in electric power industry 
trading, power grid reliability, or power market operations.  

Offering completive salary and benefits including 401(k) plan with company match, paid 
time off and excellent health and dental insurance programs.  

Visit OATI at www.oati.com or email your resume to jobs@oati.net 

 

Open Access Technology International, Inc. 
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Legatum Lecture

http://legatum.mit.edu/lectures
FREE and OPEN TO THE PUBLIC

 
The Role of economics in Peacemaking: 

Promoting Peace and Prosperity through
Economic Development 

Monday, April 4 | 5 pm 
MIT Sloan, E62-276  
Reception to follow

Sir Ronald Cohen 
Chairman 
The Portland Trust and Bridges Ventures 
Director of Social Finance 

SPEAKER:

This space donated by The Tech

is  
 

MIT – The Tech ad for 04/05/11 Info. Session.  Publish on April 1 @ $95 
for 1/8th page ad.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

OPEN HOUSE  
T u e s d a y ,  A p r i l  5 ,  2 0 1 1  

6 : 0 0 p m  –  7 : 3 0 p m  
W a l t h a m  C a m p u s  

MAT@brandeis.edu or 781-736-2022  

www.brandeis.edu/programs/education/mat 

 
 
  

 

B R A N D E I S  U N I V E R S I T Y  
MA S T E R  O F  AR T S  I N  TE A C H I N G  

E L E M E N T A R Y  ◦  M I D D L E  ◦  H I G H  S C H O O L  ◦  M U L T I P L E  F I E L D S  
 

 
• Small, personalized, inquiry-based;  
   year-long teaching internship;  
   outstanding faculty and mentor  
   teachers. 
 
• Leads to initial license and provides  
   continued support during first years  
   on the job. 
 
• Gives the guidance and support you    
   deserve to become a bold, effective  
   and creative teacher. 
 

GENEROUS SCHOLARSHIPS 
R O L L I N G  A D M I S S I O N S  

 
 Like MAT Brandeis Public Elementary and Brandeis Secondary MAT on 

Facebook and have your application fee waived. 

“THE SCARIEST MOVIE IN DECADES!”
-Ed Douglas, COMINGSOON.net

“THE SCARIEST MOVIE IN DECADES!”
-Ed Douglas, COMINGSOON.net

MIT TECH FRI. 4/1 4” X 5”

FOLLOW US ON AND www.insidious-movie.com
IN THEATERS EVERYWHERE APRIL 1 CHECK LOCAL LISTINGS 

FOR THEATERS AND SHOWTIMES

Can you beat this drawing?

Join Illustrators at The Tech!

E-mail join@tech.mit.edu

Omari Stephens—The Tech

Emily E. Wean ’14 sings the part of Kermit the Frog as the 
Chorallaries perform “Rainbow Connection.” During their annual 
spring break tour, the Chorallaries performed a concert at an art 
gallery in Sunnyvale, Calif., on Thursday, March 24.
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VCU vs. Butler. The VCU story continues: 
This is such a bizarre Final Four matchup 
that I don’t know where to start. VCU is a 
classic Cinderella story, as they had to beat 
USC just to qualify for the tournament — 
and look where they are now. Butler, on the 
other hand, has a low seeding (eighth) that 
misrepresents the team’s experience, which 
comes from making a run to the Finals and 
coming up short to Duke in last year’s tour-
nament. So far, both teams have persevered 
and performed in the clutch when they 
needed to most. VCU shocked the coun-
try and busted many brackets by taking out 
Kansas last weekend, while  Butler stunned 
one-seeded Pittsburgh before pulling out 
a nail-biter against a vicious Florida squad. 
Both VCU and Butler may not be the most 
talented or dynamic teams in the league, but 
they do know how to play as teams and win 
as teams. The excitement mounts as people 
yearn to see the energy and passion brought 
by VCU coach Shaka Smart and Butler coach 
Brad Stevens. This one promises to be a well-
coached game on both sides. VCU’s fresh-

ness and vigor, combined with their unfamil-
iarity with a Final Four game, should serve 
them well and incite them to victory. VCU 
will add to their already extraordinary story 
and make the Finals.   

Connecticut vs. Kentucky. Advantage 
UConn in an offensive thriller: In the other 
semifinal, Connecticut and Kentucky aren’t 
two teams that many people picked to reach 
the Final Four, but their making the Final 
Four isn’t completely unreasonable given 
that they both have size, talent, and well-
established programs. Both teams have had 
their fair share of close games — UConn 
snuck past Arizona by two, and Kentucky’s 
Brandon Knight helped defeat division fa-
vorite Ohio State with a clutch shot just be-
fore the buzzer. The keys for this matchup? 
Connecticut power forward Alex Oriakhi 
should have no problem defending the post 
against DeMarcus Cousins and the Kentucky 
big men. Up front, Huskies shooting guard Je-
rome Dyson and his driving and scoring ex-
plosiveness will simply be too much for Eric 
Bledsoe and Kentucky’s front line to handle. 
Although Kentucky will put up a fight, it 
won’t be enough to defeat UConn and their 
hopes of making the national championship 
game. 

VCU Completes the Journey! Both VCU 
and UConn will go into the finals with con-
fidence, ferocity, and a critical mindset after 
winning their previous tournament games. 
But as long as VCU contains UConn’s Jerome 
Dyson and controls the paint, VCU should 
have no problem winning by a fair margin. 
This should be one to watch, especially since 
Connecticut’s talent and skill will be matched 
by VCU’s raw passion and willpower!

—Nidharshan Anandasivam

VCU vs. Butler. It is unfortunate that one 
of these teams will not advance to the final 
because both underdogs have achieved way 
more in this tournament than anyone ever 
expected. VCU has already taken down five 
teams — they had to win a play-in to even 

earn a spot in the tournament — including 
Obama’s favorite to win, Kansas, and pow-
erhouses Purdue and Georgetown. Further-
more, their tight win over a hot Florida State 
team showed that they can win close games 
and overpower even the best defenses. While 
VCU players Jamie Skeen, Bradford Burgess, 
and Brandon Rozzell are the leading scorers 
for the Rams, it is Joey Rodriguez who will 
be the man to watch. Despite his small stat-
ure, his passing and vision is unparalleled, 
and he hands out assists like candy on Hal-
loween. If he can continue to dish the ball to 
the lead scorers, VCU will have no problem 
advancing to the final. Butler, on the other 
hand, has not lost since Feb. 3 and continues 
to win close game after close game. They also 
have the advantage of playing in the final last 
year, so they can handle pressure. However, 
all of their wins this tournament have been 
far from decisive, and on multiple occasions 
they hinged on luck. If the last minute tip-ins 
continue to go in, and the players continue 
to be inexplicably fouled with less than a sec-
ond remaining, then Butler may manage a 
repeat trip to the finals. However, VCU is the 
stronger team right now.

Kentucky vs. Connecticut. Despite an 
early scare against Princeton, the Kentucky 
Wildcats are demonstrating just how far 
they’ve come this season, winning their last 
ten games and taking out overall east No. 1 
seed Ohio State and west No. 2 seed North 
Carolina. Connecticut, however, has an al-
most equally impressive nine-game win-
ning streak and crushed Kentucky in the 
regular season. The two matchups will be, 
in large part, influenced by the performance 
of Kentucky freshman and leading scorer 
Brandon Knight versus that of Connecticut’s 
Kemba Walker. The last time the teams met, 
Connecticut shut down Knight, and they 
overcame Kentucky 84-67. However, that 
was back in November, and despite losing 
to North Carolina shortly afterwards, they 
came back to beat them last weekend. That 
being said, if Brandon Knight plays well, the 

Wildcats will have no problem getting re-
venge on Connecticut and advancing to the 
championship game for the 11th time in their 
school’s history.

Championship game. Unfortunately, the 
sentimental favorite here is probably not the 
better of the two teams. Assuming that VCU 
and Kentucky both advance to the final, Ken-
tucky, on paper, is the more likely of the two 
teams to win. However, VCU has proven thus 
far that odds mean nothing, and if they con-
tinue to play the way they did against teams 
like Kansas, they should have no problem 
taking out Kentucky. One thing that VCU 
has on their side is that thus far, they have 
been blowing out teams, comfortably win-
ning despite the odds against them (with the 
lone exception of the Florida State game). It 
is extremely difficult psychologically to win 
multiple close games in a row, so if VCU can 
comfortably beat Butler, I think they stand a 
good chance against Kentucky, who will have 
just overcome a brutal physical and mental 
game against Connecticut. In fact, the same 
could be said for VCU beating Connecticut. 
VCU will go all the way.

—Carlos Greaves

Butler vs. VCU. Of the 11 teams to make 
consecutive appearances in the Final Four 
over the last 25 years, seven of those teams 
won at least one national title in their string of 
appearances. Competing in a second straight 
Final Four isn’t like tossing a coin twice in a 
row. Butler’s experience, coming up just 
short last year in the title game against Duke, 
will help them defeat newcomer VCU in the 
semifinal. 

Connecticut vs. Kentucky. UK knocked 
off overall No. 1 seed Ohio State, but they 
haven’t looked as convincing throughout the 
entire tournament, barely escaping Princ-
eton in the first round. UConn will advance. 

National Championship. Butler will de-
feat UConn in the title game, claiming the 
championship.

—Zach Hynes

From an original field of 68 teams 
in the NCAA Men’s Basketball Tour-
nament, four teams — VCU, Butler, 
Connecticut, and Kentucky — are 
left, their hopes for a national title still 
alive. Both VCU and Butler, seeded 
eleventh and eighth, respectively, 
reached the Final Four by way of a 
string of upsets; Kentucky and Con-
necticut had close calls of their own, 
with the Wildcats upsetting Ohio 
State on their final possession and the 
Huskies edging Arizona by two points 
to reach the Final Four.

The national semifinals will be 
played Saturday, and the final will be 
on Monday. Who will be the last one 
standing? The Tech’s sports staff weigh 
in.

presents our

General Body Meeting and Brunch!
 

Saturday, April 2nd
12-1PM in Room 4-261 

Like traveling? Want to help sponsor orphanages?
Interested in turning your Ideas into Reality?

Come find out how to join a committee and make a difference!

Questions? Comments? Visit http://web.mit.edu/chinacare or contact chinacare-exec@mit.edu

The Tech’s sports staff weigh in as  
Final Four compete for NCAA Championship 

This space donated by The Tech
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By Craig Kaufman
DAPER STAFF

The MIT Men’s Swimming team com-
peted at Division III Nationals last week-
end. Five swimmers, as well as five relay 

teams, earned All-American 
finishes, as the Engineers 
took fourth overall, the best 
finish in program history.

Wyatt L. Ubellacker ’13 
set an MIT record with 7 All-
America honors, awarded to 

the top eight finishers in each event. The 
sophomore’s best finish was in the 100-me-
ter butterfly, where he took third overall, 
setting new MIT and NEWMAC records in 
the process with a time of 48.24 seconds. 
Ubellacker also earned All-America in the 
50 free with a fifth-place finish and in the 
100 free with an eighth-place showing, as 
well as in four of the relays.

All three freestyle relays set MIT and 
NEWMAC records while earning All-Amer-
ica honors. The 400 free relay team, consist-
ing of Ubellacker, Anthony Chen ’13, Wil-
liam C. Dunn ’14, and Craig B. Cheney ’14, 
placed second overall in 2:59.65, the best 
result for an MIT relay and only the sec-
ond time MIT Men’s Swimming has had a 
runner-up showing. The 200 free relay team 
(Dunn, Cheney, Ubellacker, and Brett L. 
Boval ’12) took fourth place in 1:21.61, and 
the 800 free relay team took eighth, setting 
the school and conference mark at 6:42.36.

Dunn, the NEWMAC rookie of the year, 
set new school and conference records in 
the 100 and 200 freestyles. Dunn earned 
an All-America swim with his fourth-place 
finish in the 100 free and an All-America 
honorable mention, given to 8th through 
16th place, with a victory in the consolation 

heat of the 200 free. With his time, he would 
have placed third in the championship 
heat. Dunn also took 13th in the 50 freestyle 
and was a member of four relay teams.

Cheney, Michael J. Liao ’14, and Toomas 
R. Sepp ’11 all earned recognition for their 
performances at Nationals. Sepp earned 
All-America honors with a fifth-place finish 
in the 100 fly and took 15th in the 200-yard 
event. Cheney finished 16th in the 100-yard 
freestyle and earned All-America standing 
in four of the relay teams. Liao took honor-
able mention with a 16th-place showing in 
the 200-yard breaststroke.

The other two relay teams, the 200 and 
400 medley relays, each took home All-
America honors as well. Ryan N. TerBush 
’12, Liao, Dunn, and Ubellacker placed 
eighth in the 200 medley relay, and Ter-
Bush, Liao, Cheney, and Ubellacker took 
fifth in the 400 event.

The Engineers won three swim-offs, 
needed to break ties in qualifying heats. 
Sepp earned a spot in the championship 
of the 100 fly, and Ubellacker did the same 
in the 100 free. Cheney earned his spot in 
the consolation round of the 100 free with a 
swim-off victory.

For the men, their fourth-place fin-
ish was the school’s best-ever result in the 
NCAA Championships, outdoing the 1982 
squad that placed seventh out of 48. They 
amassed 224 points, tying with Williams 
and trailing just Denison, Kenyon, and Em-
ory. Tech’s men improved on results from 
the past two seasons after placing eighth of 
61 in 2010. A year before, they took ninth in 
a 57-school field.

Denison won the men’s title, breaking a 
streak of 31 straight years that Kenyon has 
lifted the cup. Denison edged the Lords by 
one point, 500.5 to 499.5.

By Zach Hynes
sports Staff

Holding onto a 1-0 lead in the top of 
the third, starter Chrisopher L. Vaughan 
’12 found himself in a bases-loaded jam, 

pitching on a frigid Tuesday 
afternoon against Worcester 
Polytechnic Institute. This 
is the type of situation when 
dugout chatter tends to pick 
up. Dugout chatter is a rhyth-
mic composition of the digits 

of the player’s numbers (2 and 8, in the 
case of Vaughan), a disyllabic nickname 
(Vaughanie), and exhortations like “here 
we go” or “battle.” The presence and inten-
sity of the chatter matters far more than the 
content. As such, heads turn when some-
one from the dugout artfully weaves in the 
suggestion that Vaughan should actually 
“have fun” and that, in fact, “baseball is 
fun.”

This MIT Baseball team, however, has 
already experienced quite a bit of fun and 
success, three weeks into the season with 
a 12-4 record entering Tuesday’s matchup. 
Vaughan had no problem extinguishing the 
threat, setting down Mitch McClune on a 
swinging strikeout and inducing a ground-
out from Brian Schopka to end the inning. 
Coach Andy Barlow turned to Henry Zhu 
’13 in the sixth inning, after five sterling 
innings from Vaughan. While MIT’s bats 
struggled against WPI lefty Eric Johnson, 
Zhu worked efficiently through the sixth 

and seventh. Trouble arose in the eighth, 
when a misplayed bunt attempt gave way 
to a sequence in which WPI’s Mike Gauvin 
scampered home on a passed ball to tie the 
game at 1-1. 

Johnson would return to the mound for 
the ninth inning, but allowed three con-
secutive baserunners to reach. Jonathan 
E. Rea ’14 anticipated and pounced on a 
curveball in the zone, stroking a line-drive 
single to left-field to deliver a walk-off win 
and even the series with WPI at 1-1. Rea 
explained his approach afterwards, noting 
that “all I had to do was elevate the ball to 
the outfield to at least pick up a sacrifice fly 
to bring in the runner from third.”

Barlow characterized Tuesday’s tri-
umph as a big win as MIT looks to build 
on the momentum gained with a strong 
performance over spring break in Florida. 
While MIT’s offense has sputtered at times, 
Barlow praised his club’s efforts on the 
pitching and defense fronts as major rea-
sons why MIT has gotten off to a hot start 
against tough conference competition and 
is ranked No. 22 in the nation.

The next few weeks pose an impor-
tant test for the Engineers; coaches have 
to monitor closely and manage creatively 
the workloads of their pitchers as the team 
plays 15 games in 15 days, including sev-
eral doubleheaders. If the walk-off wins 
keep coming as the calendar turns to April, 
however, players and fans of the Engineers 
will need no reminder that “baseball is 
fun.”

By John Romanishin
team representative

MIT Cycling returned from yet another 
weekend race with a victory. The Engineers 
are having one of their best road cycling 
seasons in recent years: four weeks into an 

eight-week season, MIT has a 
commanding division lead of 
nearly 300 points over Buck-
nell University, as well as the 
overall lead by 50 points.

The team competed at 
the Tour de Troy race at RPI 

the last weekend of spring break and came 
away with almost double the points of 
the second-place team. The team perfor-
mance was led by a dominant showing of 
the women’s squad, with riders Laura R. 

Ralston G and Katie J. Quinn G placing first 
and second, respectively, in the women’s A 
road race and first and third, respectively, 
in the women’s A criterium. Other notable 
finishes were by Christina M. Birch G and 
Andrew C. Lysaght G, who both nearly won 
all of the races in which they competed. 
Adam P. Bry G won the men’s B road race, 
Zachary A. LaBry G scored points in the 
competitive men’s A time trial, and Shaena 
R Berlin ’13 got second place in the wom-
en’s B time trial.

This weekend MIT co-hosts races with 
Tufts University and Boston University. The 
Boston Beanpot race will take place Sunday 
at the Tufts campus starting at 8 a.m. Over 
20 MIT racers will be competing. More 
information about the race is available at 
http://cycling.mit.edu/beanpot/.

Upcoming Home Events
Saturday, April 2 

Men’s Heavyweight Crew — Alumni Cup� Charles River, 8 a.m.

Sailing — BU Trophy� Charles River, 9:30 a.m.

Track and Field — Engineer’s Cup� Steinbrenner Stadium, noon

Baseball vs. Coast Guard� Briggs Field, noon

Men’s Tennis vs. Coast Guard� Carr Indoor Courts, 1 p.m.

Baseball vs. Coast Guard� Briggs Field, 2:30 p.m.

Sunday, April 3 

Women’s Openweight Crew vs. Boston College� Charles River, 8 a.m.

Cycling — Boston Beanpot Race� Tufts Univ., 8 a.m. – 3 p.m.

Men’s Swim takes 4th
Best finish in team history at nationals

Baseball improves to 12-4 
with WPI walk-off win

After Tour de Troy, Cycling 
boasts 300 pt. division lead

Are you a font fiend? Do you like making presentations shine? 

Th e Production Department of Th e Tech might be just the place for you!

We’re looking for people to help us design infographics to highlight writers’ content!

E-mail join@tech.mit.edu

we’re seeking 
to build our 

forces
join@tech.mit.edu
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LEGAL COUNSEL
MIT students, family, employers and 
start-ups seeking U.S. legal counsel, 
campus or office consultation. Call:

James Dennis Leary, Esq. 
321-544-0012

 
 

 

Passover at MIT Hillel 
 

Passover First Seder on Monday night, April 18 (Patriots Day) 

Passover Second Seder is Tuesday night, April 19 

 

First Seder options through MIT Hillel: 

•  Home Hospitality 

•  Kosher Seder at Hillel 

•  Dorm‐Organized Seder 

To attend or to be a host, fill out the on‐line form; go to hillel.mit.edu and click 

on the “Sign Up for Passover Seders and Meals” link on the top right. 

 

Second Seder options around campus: 

Undergraduate Seder at AEPi:  contact Max Plaut, mplaut@mit.edu  

Grad Hillel Seder:  contact Ariel Sommer, atsommer@mit.edu  

 

 

If you are interested in other kosher for Passover meals during the holiday, please 

also sign up at hillel.mit.edu and click on the “Sign Up for Passover Seders and 

Meals” link on the top right. 

 

ALL SIGN­UPS MUST BE COMPLETED BY WEDNESDAY, APRIL 6! 

 

Questions?  Email hillel@mit.edu.                                 Hag Sameach / Happy Passover!! 

   Next year may we all be free!   

Legatum Lecture

Practical Entrepreneurship Tips from a Pro

free and open to the public
http://legatum.mit.edu/lectures

Presented by 

John Chisholm 
Chief Executive Officer, John Chisholm Ventures  

Monday  
April 11, 2011

5:00 p.m.
Reception to follow

Stata Center  
32 - 141 




