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By Robert McQueen
news editor

Following the Undergraduate 
Association emergency meeting 
last week, several student groups 
have responded in an effort to 
preserve Residential Exploration 
(REX) during next year’s orienta-
tion. While final changes to Ori-
entation have not yet been con-
firmed, a reduced schedule could 
lead to timing conflicts, which 
could cut back on available time 
during the REX period. The final 

scheduling decision rests with 
Chancellor Phillip L. Clay PhD ’75, 
and will be made by mid-Febru-
ary, according to Julie B. Norman, 
Senior Associate Dean and Direc-
tor of Undergraduate Academic 
and Advising Programming.

In response to the proposed 
changes to Orientation, incom-
ing and outgoing members of the 
Dormitory Council (DormCon) 
convened to discuss how to ad-
dress their concerns to Clay and 
Norman. The meeting resulted in 
a public letter addressed to Clay 

that called for the restoration of a 
full-length REX and student inclu-
sion in future administrative talks 
concerning Orientation.

Dean of Undergraduate Edu-
cation Daniel E. Hastings PhD ’80 
also wrote a letter, but in response 
to last week’s Tech article on REX. 
“Though we will look for ways to 
shorten the overall Orientation pe-
riod, we do not plan to shorten the 
REX period in the coming year,” 
Hastings wrote.

UA President Vrajesh Y. Modi 
’11 said that the UA does not cur-

rently have a stance on the UAAP’s 
proposal to shorten Orientation. 
He added that the UA will have a 

better-defined 
stance following 
the Wednesday 
UA executive 
meeting.

On Thurs-
day, DormCon 

will hold its first meeting of the 
spring semester. DormCon Presi-
dent Christina R. Johnson ’11 said 

By Evan Moore
STAFF REPORTER

“It was the hardest decision I ever had to 
make in a leadership role.”

Julie Soriero sits in her office on a bright 
Tuesday morning. As head of the MIT Depart-
ment of Athletics, Physical Education, and 
Recreation (DAPER) for the past four years, she 
was heavily involved in the decision to cut eight 
varsity sports — Women’s and Men’s Gymnas-
tics, Women’s and Men’s Hockey, Golf, Alpine 
Skiing, Wrestling, and Pistol — announced 
Thursday, April 23, 2009. The decision would 
help save DAPER nearly $1.5 million, as part 
of an Institute-wide effort to cut budgets in 
the face of a deep recession. Now, eighteen 
months later, she muses over how upsetting 
the decision was at the time.

“It’s the last thing any athletic director 
wants to do. You take a position as an athletic 
director to build programs, and help programs 
be successful. Your intent is to not cut them,” 
she said.

Soriero speaks from experience. Coming to 
MIT in 2007 after nine years in Colorado Col-
lege’s athletic department, Soriero had fulfilled 
roles in all aspects of athletics, from Women’s 
Basketball Coach to Athletic Director. She 
played field hockey, basketball, and lacrosse 
as an undergraduate at Pennsylvania State 
University. She’s seen the highs and lows of be-
ing an athlete, and she knows how important 
sports are to students. Soriero knew what pain 
her decision would cause — she expected there 
to be a lot of emotions, and she was right.

Students reflect on disappointment, 
shock

Jillian R. Reddy ’11 was a sophomore on the 

Andrew Swayze—The Tech

Nicholas D. Sisler ‘11 (MIT No. 2) plays in the MIT vs. Bruins Alumni game Saturday. The Bruins alumni won 11-9, and the proceeds 
of the game benefitted the Boston Bruins Foundation and the MIT Men’s Ice Hockey Team.

In Johnson, there’s trouble a-Bruin Varsity cuts, 
18 months 
afterwards
Reflections on the deci-
sion to cut eight sports

Looking in-depth at orientation plans 
Students take a critical stance, but UAAP plans still not final

The Tech’s Year in Review
History gives perspective. Knowing how things have changed over time 

can powerfully inform how things will be. At a time when MIT, and the 
world at large, is facing the continued pressure of a new financial reality, it 
helps to look back to understand how we got to where we are today.

Inside this issue is The Tech’s annual Year in Review insert, a collec-
tion of stories, columns, and photos about some of 2010’s most important 
campus, national, and international events. No matter where you stand on 
the issues, we hope that this content serves as more than just a historical 
record. Use it for perspective — on the present and on the future.

INSIDE
Timeline of 
Orientation 
since ’98, p.18

see how the tech 
gets made
What goes in to actually 
printing The Tech? Check 
out photos from our trip 
to the printer. 
NEWS, p. 11

Melissa Renée Schumacher—The Tech

Workers at the Auburn, MA MassWeb facility oversee the printing of The Tech. See more of how 
The Tech is made on page 11.

In Short
Want your voice heard about Ori-
entation changes? Speak to your 
DormCon representatives at the 
DormCon meeting this Thursday at 
5 p.m. in W20-450 

The Chief Justice of Ghana is visit-
ing MIT today and will be giving a talk 
at 5 p.m. in Building E51.

Several hundred people marched in 
Harvard Square yesterday to protest 
Egyptian President Hosni Mubarak’s 
response to uprisings in that country.

More snow is on the way! Snow is 
expected today, followed by a wintry 
mix of snow, ice, and sleet tomorrow. 
See weather, p. 2.

Send news information and tips to 
news@tech.mit.edu.

Orientation, Page 18 Varsity cuts, Page 13
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Extended Forecast
Today: Snow through evening, around 6 inches. High 28°F 

(-2°C). NE wind at 15 mph.
Tonight: Cloudy. Snow/sleet arriving by daybreak. Low 23°F 

(-5°C). N wind at 15–20 mph.
Tomorrow: Snow/sleet. High 29°F (-2°C). NE wind at 20 

mph, gusts to 30 mph. 

By Roman Kowch
STAFF METEorologist

After a very stormy January 
for New England, yet another 
storm arrives just in time for 
February. A broad low pres-
sure system, currently over the 
central Midwest as of noon, 
will meander its way across 
the eastern lower 48. Across 
the Great Plains and into the 
northern Midwest, snow, ice 
and strong winds will cause 
hazardous travel conditions 
for many of these areas. In only 
one day, this particular system 
will be making headlines in our 
region.

Looking closer to the 
Northeast, two primary events 
should surface through early 

Thursday. New England should 
expect a batch of snow to arrive 
today and last through evening. 
After a short lull in the activ-
ity overnight, the Midwestern 
storm will move in by mid-day 
Wednesday, bringing a wintry 
mix of snow, ice, and sleet. As 
with any winter storm system, 
exact snowfall/sleet amounts 
can be difficult to pinpoint. 
Projections appear to agree on 
20+ inches snowfall totals from 
extreme northern Mass. into 
New Hampshire/Maine, with 
10–20 inches along the turn-
pike and toward the southern 
Mass. border. Totals should be 
just 6" into Rhode Island and 
the Cape. Cold conditions will 
prevail by Thursday and into 
the weekend.

Messy weather arrives (again)

Regulators tighten scrutiny  
of baby sleep products

Three years ago, Dr. Bradley Thach, a professor of pediatrics 
at Washington University in St. Louis, published findings that 
had the potential to upend nurseries across the nation, and per-
haps save some lives too.

In reviewing data from the Consumer Products Safety Com-
mission, Thach concluded that crib bumpers — the padding 
wrapped around the inside of a crib that often matches the 
bedding — were killing babies. In a 10-year period beginning 
in 1995, he found 27 suffocation deaths involving bumper pads, 
and he theorized that many more might have occurred because 
of inconsistencies in the data.

The Consumer Products Safety Commission initially ignored 
the findings. Last summer, it reached the same conclusion as a 
trade group representing product manufacturers, which assert-
ed that other factors, like a crib crowded with pillows or babies 
sleeping on their stomachs, might have been a factor in those 
deaths, rather than the bumpers. As a result, most parents re-
mained unaware of the debate over the safety of crib bumpers.

—Andrew Martin, The New York Times

New confusion surrounds plans 
for Ground Zero Islamic center

NEW YORK — Two weeks after the developer of a contro-
versial Islamic center and mosque planned near ground zero 
distanced himself from the imam who co-founded the project, 
the imam has raised confusion over who is in charge by sug-
gesting that he would move the center to a less contentious 
space if an opportunity arose.

The imam, Feisal Abdul Rauf, told the editorial board of 
The Buffalo News last week during a speaking tour in upstate 
New York that if someone offered another site, “I would move; 
I would move because my whole life is about improving rela-
tionships with people.”

Sharif el-Gamal, the real estate investor who owns the prop-
erty and co-founded the project, known as Park51, with Abdul 
Rauf in 2009, has insisted that he will build the community cen-
ter and mosque as originally planned: at 51 Park Place in Lower 
Manhattan.

—Paul Vitello, The New York Times

Super Bowl advertisers try  
to score points, too

Most marketers that typically advertise in the Super Bowl sell 
brands with broad appeal and long histories, the better to reso-
nate with the mass audiences that watch the game each year.

For instance, for Super Bowl XLV, to be broadcast by Fox on 
Sunday, the sponsor roster includes Chevrolet, which turns 100 
this year; Coca-Cola, 125; Mercedes-Benz, also 125; and Stella 
Artois, a beer introduced in 1926 that traces its roots to 1366.

So what is Groupon, the purveyor of digital coupons that 
started in November 2008, doing in the game?

Groupon executives hope their commercial in the Super 
Bowl, along with spots before and after, will help build aware-
ness for the brand. Groupon has hired Crispin Porter & Bogusky 
— the MDC Partners agency known for offbeat ads for marketers 
like Burger King and Domino’s — to create the commercials.

“We decided it was time to expose this brand in a big way, 
on the biggest stage,” said Rob Solomon, president and chief 
operating officer at Groupon in Chicago, referring to the Super 
Bowl’s usually being the most-watched television show each 
year.

Expectations are high for Super Bowl commercials because 
the large audiences anticipate fresh, imaginative spots they 
have not seen before.

� —Stuart Elliott, The New York Times

By David E. Sanger 
and Eric Schmitt

The New York Times

WASHINGTON — New U.S. intel-
ligence assessments have concluded 
that Pakistan has steadily expanded 
its nuclear arsenal since President 
Barack Obama came to office, and 
that it is building the capability to 
surge ahead in the production of 
nuclear-weapons material, putting 
it on a path to overtake Britain as the 
world’s fifth-largest nuclear weapons 
power.

For the Obama administration, 
the assessment poses a direct chal-
lenge to a central element of the 
president’s national security strategy, 
the reduction of nuclear stockpiles 
around the world. Pakistan’s deter-
mination to add considerably to its 
arsenal — mostly to deter India — 
has also become yet another irritant 
in its often testy relationship with 
Washington, particularly as Pakistan 

seeks to block Obama’s renewed ef-
forts to negotiate a global treaty that 
would ban the production of new 
nuclear material.

The United States keeps its esti-
mates of foreign nuclear weapons 
stockpiles secret, and Pakistan goes 
to great lengths to hide both the 
number and location of its weapons. 
It is particularly wary of the United 
States, which Pakistan’s military fears 
has plans to seize the arsenal if it was 
judged to be at risk of falling into the 
hands of extremists. Such secrecy 
makes accurate estimates difficult.

But the most recent estimates, 
according to officials and outsiders 
familiar with the American assess-
ments, suggest that the number of 
deployed weapons now ranges from 
the mid-90s to more than 110. When 
Obama came to office, his aides 
were told that the arsenal “was in 
the mid-to-high 70s,” according to 
one official who had been briefed at 
the time, though estimates ranged 

from 60 to 90.
“We’ve seen a consistent, con-

stant buildup in their inventory, but 
it hasn’t been a sudden rapid rise,” 
a senior U.S. military official said. 
“We’re very, very well aware of what 
they’re doing.”

White House officials share the 
assessment that the increase in ac-
tual weapons has been what one 
termed “slow and steady.”

But the bigger worry is the pro-
duction of nuclear materials. Based 
on the latest estimates of the Inter-
national Panel on Fissile Materi-
als, an outside group that estimates 
worldwide nuclear production, 
experts say Pakistan has now pro-
duced enough material for 40 to 100 
additional weapons, including a new 
class of plutonium bombs. If those 
estimates are correct — and some 
government officials regard them 
as high — it would put Pakistan on 
a par with long-established nuclear 
powers.

By David D. Kirkpatrick
The New York Times

CAIRO — The government of 
Egypt’s authoritarian president, 
Hosni Mubarak, shook Monday 
night, first as the Egyptian Army 
declared that it would not use force 
against protesters demanding his 
ouster, and then as Mubarak’s most 
trusted adviser offered to talk with 
the political opposition.

The two statements, along with 
the damage to Egypt’s economy, ap-
peared to weaken Mubarak’s grip on 
power just two weeks after a group 
of young political organizers posted 
an appeal on a Facebook page, call-
ing for a day of protest in emulation 
of the revolution that pushed out an-
other Arab strongman in Tunisia.

Hundreds of thousands have 
turned out into the streets over the 
last six days, and organizers called 
on millions of Egyptians to protest 
on Tuesday.

Within hours on Monday, the 
political landscape of the country 
shifted as decisively as it had at any 
moment in Mubarak’s three decades 
in power. The military seemed to ag-

gressively assert itself as an arbiter 
between two irreconcilable forces: a 
popular uprising demanding Muba-
rak’s fall and his tenacious refusal to 
relinquish power.

How far Mubarak is offering to 
bend in negotiations remains to be 
seen, and given the potential am-
biguities of both statements it is too 
soon to write off the survival of his 
government.

The dramatic turn of events 
began at about 9 p.m. when a uni-
formed military spokesman de-
clared on state television that “The 
armed forces will not resort to use of 
force against our great people.” Ad-
dressing the throngs who took to the 
streets, he declared that the military 
understood “the legitimacy of your 
demands” and “affirms that free-
dom of expression through peaceful 
means is guaranteed to everybody.”

A roar of celebration rose up im-
mediately from the crowd of thou-
sands of protesters still lingering in 
Tahrir, or Liberation, Square, where a 
television displayed the news. Oppo-
sition leaders argued that the phrase 
“the legitimacy of your demands” 
could only refer to the protests’ cen-

tral request — Mubarak’s departure 
to make way for free elections.

About an hour later, Omar Sulei-
man, Mubarak’s right-hand man 
and newly named vice president, 
delivered another address, lasting 
just two minutes.

“I was assigned by the president 
today to contact all the political 
forces to start a dialogue about all 
the raised issues concerning con-
stitutional and legislative reform,” 
he said, “and to find a way to clearly 
identify the proposed amendments 
and specific timings for implement-
ing them.”

The protesters in the streets took 
Suleiman’s speech as essentially a 
capitulation to the army’s refusal to 
use force against them. “The army 
and the people want the collapse of 
the government,” they chanted in 
celebration.

“The army is not a puppet in the 
hands of anybody,” said Mahmoud 
Shokry, a former Egyptian diplomat 
and a friend of Suleiman. “It is not a 
puppet in the hands of Mubarak. It 
is not a puppet in the hands of Omar 
Suleiman. It is not a puppet in the 
hands of the defense secretary.”

Pakistan’s nuclear arsenal 
poses challenge to US policy

Egyptian army renounces use 
of force, officials offer talks
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Wary of Egyptian unrest, 
China censors internet access

BEIJING — In another era, China’s leaders might have been 
content to let discussion of the protests in Egypt float around 
among private citizens, then fizzle out.

But challenges in recent years to authoritarian governments 
around the globe and violent uprisings in parts of China itself have 
made Chinese officials increasingly wary of leaving such talk un-
checked, especially on the Internet, the medium some officials see 
as central to fanning the flames of unrest.

So the arbiters of speech sprang into action over the weekend. 
Sina.com and Netease.com — two of the nation’s biggest online 
portals — blocked keyword searches of the word “Egypt,” though 
the mass protests were being discussed on some Internet chat 
rooms on Monday. The use of “Egypt” has also been blocked on 
Weibo, the Chinese equivalent of Twitter.

The Chinese government has also tried to get out ahead of the 
discussion, framing the Egyptian protests in a few editorials and 
articles in state-controlled news publications as a chaotic affair 
that embodies the pitfalls of trying to plant democracy in coun-
tries that are not quite ready for it — a line China’s leaders have 
long held.

Some Chinese news organizations have also seized on the am-
bivalent U.S. reaction to the Egyptian unrest to underscore the hy-
pocrisy of the United States in sometimes backing dictators over 
democracy. China Youth Daily noted in an editorial on Sunday 
that “the increasing turmoil in Egypt is causing a ‘headache’ for 
the decision makers in Washington.”

—Edward Wong and David Barboza, The New York Times

More states, governors take 
aim against teacher tenure

Channeling a national anxiety over poor student performance, 
many governors are taking aim at a bedrock tradition of public 
schools: teacher tenure.

The momentum began over a year ago with President Barack 
Obama’s call to measure and reward effective teaching, a chal-
lenge he repeated in last week’s State of the Union address.

Now several Republican governors have concluded that re-
moving ineffective teachers requires undoing the century-old pro-
tections of tenure. Governors in Florida, Idaho, Indiana, Nevada 
and New Jersey have called for the elimination or dismantling of 
tenure. As state legislatures convene this winter, anti-tenure bills 
are being written in those and other states. Their chances of pass-
ing have risen because of crushing state budget deficits that have 
put teachers’ unions on the defensive.

Teachers’ unions have responded to the assault on the status 
quo by arguing all the ire directed at bad teachers distorts the is-
sue.

“Why aren’t governors standing up and saying, ‘In our state, 
we’ll devise a system where nobody will ever get into a classroom 
who isn’t competent’?” said Dennis Van Roekel, president of the 
National Education Association. 

� —Trip Gabriel and Sam Dillon, The New York Times

WTO said to affirm that Boeing 
received improper subsidies

PARIS — A panel at the World Trade Organization ruled on 
Monday that the U.S. plane-maker Boeing received improper 
subsidies for its 787 Dreamliner and other jet models, giving it an 
unfair advantage against its European rival, Airbus, European of-
ficials said.

The confidential finding affirmed the WTO’s interim findings 
released in September in response to a long-standing complaint 
by the EU over U.S. government support of Boeing, people briefed 
on the decision said.

The trade panel’s ruling, which runs more than 1,000 pages, 
comes just weeks ahead of an expected decision by the Defense 
Department about a $35 billion contract to supply the Air Force 
with new aerial refueling tankers.

Airbus said in a statement that it expected the final WTO report 
to say that Boeing would not have been able to start the Dream-
liner project without illegal subsidies. But Boeing responded that 
it would have built the plane just as it did even without the subsi-
dies.

European officials have expressed hope that the WTO’s findings 
would undercut complaints by many U.S. lawmakers that Boeing 
is facing a subsidized rival in Airbus in that coveted contest.

� —Nicola Clark and Christopher Drew, The New York Times

Where no business has gone 
before, with help from NASA

BOULDER, Colo. — Sitting in a testing facility at the Univer-
sity of Colorado, the inner shell of the Dream Chaser space plane 
looks like the fuselage of an old DC-3.

The test structure has been pushed and pulled to see how it 
holds up to the stresses and strains of spaceflight. With an addi-
tional infusion of money from NASA, the company that makes the 
Dream Chaser, Sierra Nevada Space Systems, hopes to complete 
the structure and take astronauts to orbit.

“Our view is if we could stop buying from the Russians, if we 
could make life cheaper for NASA, and if we could build a few 
vehicles that do other things in low-Earth orbit that are valuable, 
isn’t that, at the end of the day, a good thing?” said Mark N. Sir-
angelo, the company’s chairman.

The Dream Chaser is one of several new spacecraft that com-
panies are hoping to launch into space with help from the gov-
ernment. Last year, the Obama administration pushed through an 
ambitious transformation for NASA: turning to the commercial 
sector for astronaut transportation.

So far, most of the attention in this new commercial space race 
has focused on Boeing and Space Exploration Technologies Corp. 
— SpaceX, for short — a brash upstart that gained credibility last 
year with two launchings of its Falcon 9 rocket.

—Kenneth Chang, The New York Times

By Adam Liptak
The New York Times

CHICAGO — Justice Sonia Soto-
mayor, speaking at a law school here 
Monday, said she had “taken heat” 
at her Supreme Court confirmation 
hearings two summers ago in part 
because she was the first Hispanic 
nominee.

“People have views of me and 
expectations of me that are based on 
stereotypes,” she said.

In her most candid and exten-
sive public remarks since joining the 
court in 2009, Sotomayor reflected 
on the advice she had received from 
colleagues, her discomfort with be-
coming a celebrity and the role pub-
lic opinion plays in judicial decision 
making.

She offered advice to lawyers 
who appear before the court and to 
students who want to serve as law 
clerks there. And she criticized Chief 
Justice John G. Roberts Jr., saying his 
approach to matters of racial justice 
was too simplistic.

She spoke for 90 minutes at the 
University of Chicago Law School, 
answering questions from professor 
David A. Strauss and from students. 
A recurring theme was that the pub-
lic still did not know her very well.

“People mistake exuberance, 
passion and intensity for self-confi-
dence,” she said.

She was asked if she had a special 
responsibility in cases concerning 
race, gender and class.

“I do think I have a special role 
on the court,” the justice responded, 
“but not in the way that you think.”

She said that she welcomed be-
coming a role model and noted 
that there had been “a tremendous 
uptick” in the number of Hispanic 
groups visiting the Supreme Court. 
Meeting with them, she said, is “a 
priority for me.”

But she added that her back-
ground did not affect her judicial 
work. “I don’t come to the process as 
a woman of color, saying that I have 
to come to a decision that will help a 
specific group of people,” she said.

On the other hand, she said she 
disagreed with Roberts’ approach to 
cases concerning racial equality. In 
a 2007 opinion in a decision limit-
ing the use of race to achieve public 
school integration, Roberts wrote 
that “the way to stop discrimination 
on the basis of race is to stop discrim-
inating on the basis of race.”

That approach, Sotomayor said, 
was “too simple.”

“I don’t borrow Chief Justice Rob-
erts’ description of what colorblind-
ness is,” she said. “Our society is too 
complex to use that kind of analysis.”

That was, however, the sole sug-
gestion of tension on the court. 
Much of the balance of Sotomayor’s 
remarks sought to correct what she 
called the misimpression that there 
is animosity among the justices.

She also said the court did not 
take public opinion into account in 
its rulings. At the same time, she said, 
the court is seldom out of step with 
the public.

“On the vast majority of cases,” she 
said, “I bet we’re right with them.”

Sotomayor reflects on advice, race and 
public perception at UChicago talk

By Rod Nordland
The New York Times

KABUL, Afghanistan — Police 
officers investigating the double 
murder of a couple who were 
stoned to death in a prominent case 
five months ago could hardly have 
asked for more abundant evidence.

There were hundreds of wit-
nesses. The date, time and place 
of the attack were well known, and 
so were the identities of the killers. 
The crime had even been captured 
on cell phone videos, and at least 
one of the recordings reached the 
authorities within days.

Now one of those videos show-
ing the full horror of the killings 
has been broadcast on Afghan 
television to the shame of Afghan 
authorities, who have yet to make 
a single arrest in the deaths of the 
19-year-old woman, Siddiqa, and 
her fiance, Khayyam, 25, who had 
tried to elope against their families’ 
wishes.

The broadcast has suddenly 
prompted at least the appearance 
of action by the government. Over 
the weekend, a Ministry of Interior 
investigating commission arrived 
in Kunduz province, where the 
stoning was carried out by the Tali-
ban in a village that has since come 
back under government control.

The police there admit that 
they now know the identities of the 
killers — so does nearly everyone 
in Kunduz province — but claim 
that the chief perpetrators have all 
gone into hiding. But that claim 
has been questioned because most 
of the males in the village, Mullah 
Quli, in the Archi District, took part 
in the Aug. 15 attack.

Outrage was expressed by many, 
including human rights groups and 
the governor of Kunduz province, 
and the stonings were condemned 
as both illegal and inhumane.

Only the Taliban, who con-
trolled the village at the time, pub-
licly condoned the killing of Sid-

diqa and Khayyam, who had a wife 
and two children.

Contrary to what many think, 
said Ahmad Nader Nadery of the 
Afghanistan Independent Human 
Rights Commission, the stoning of 
adulterers had not been a common 
practice in Afghanistan – until the 
Taliban era.

When it has taken place, it has 
been under strict religious super-
vision, after a fair trial, with limits 
set by religious scholars on the size 
of the stones – they must be small. 
The stone-throwers are prohibited 
from lifting their arms above the 
head to throw.

“It really saddened me to see 
this video,” said Mollawi Abdul-
lah, a religious elder from the Archi 
District. “It is right to stone people 
for doing such things, but stoning 
has its own rules and laws based 
on Shariah, and it is not to be done 
without a legitimate court, and it is 
not right to stone people unjustly 
with big, big stones.”

Afghan stoning video rekindles 
outcry in double murder case

By Kevin Sack
The New York Times

A second federal judge ruled 
Monday that it had been unconstitu-
tional for Congress to enact a health 
care law that requires all Americans 
to obtain commercial insurance, 
evening the score at 2-2 in the lower 
courts as the conflicting opinions be-
gin their path to the Supreme Court.

But unlike a Virginia judge in De-
cember, Judge Roger Vinson of the 
U.S. District Court in Pensacola, Fla., 
concluded the insurance require-
ment was so “inextricably bound” 
to other provisions of the Affordable 
Care Act that its unconstitutionality 
required the invalidation of the en-
tire law.

“The act, like a defectively de-
signed watch, needs to be redesigned 
and reconstructed by the watchmak-
er,” Vinson wrote.

The judge declined to imme-
diately enjoin, or suspend, the law 
pending appeals, a process that 
could last two years. But he wrote 
that the federal government should 
adhere to his declaratory judgment 
as the functional equivalent of an 

injunction. That left confusion about 
how the ruling might be interpreted 
in the 26 states that are parties to the 
legal challenge.

The insurance requirement, 
known as the individual mandate, 
does not take effect until 2014. But 
many new regulations are already 
operating, such as a requirement 
that insurers cover children with 
pre-existing health conditions. States 
also are actively preparing for a ma-
jor expansion of Medicaid eligibility 
and the introduction of health insur-
ance exchanges in 2014.

David B. Rivkin Jr., a lawyer for 
the states, said the ruling relieves the 
plaintiff states of any obligation to 
comply with the health law. “With re-
gard to all parties to this lawsuit, the 
statute is dead,” Rivkin said.

But White House officials de-
clared the opinion should not de-
ter the ongoing rollout of the law. 
“Implementation would continue 
apace,” a senior administration offi-
cial said. “This is not the last word by 
any means.”

At the same time, Stephanie Cut-
ter, an assistant to the president, not-
ed in a post on the White House blog 

that the ruling had struck down the 
entire law. She called it “a plain case 
of judicial overreaching,” and added: 
“The judge’s decision puts all of the 
new benefits, cost savings and pa-
tient protections that were included 
in the law at risk.”

The Justice Department, which 
represents the Obama administra-
tion in the health care litigation, 
said it was exploring legal options to 
clarify the uncertainty, including re-
questing a stay of the decision, either 
from Vinson himself or from the U.S. 
Court of Appeals for the 11th Circuit.

On Capitol Hill, Republicans 
sent out a stream of e-mail mes-
sages praising the ruling, while Sen. 
Richard Durbin, D-Ill., said he would 
convene a Judiciary Committee 
hearing on Wednesday to examine 
the constitutionality of the law.

In a 78-page opinion, Vinson 
held the insurance requirement ex-
ceeds the regulatory powers granted 
to Congress under the Commerce 
Clause of the Constitution. Vinson 
wrote that the provision could not be 
rescued by the clause that gives Con-
gress broad authority to make laws 
“necessary and proper.”

Second judge strikes down 
Obama health care law
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We have been told that the proposal to 
reduce the length of orientation has come 
down from your office, and so we as repre-
sentatives of the student body are coming 
to you to ask that you amend the suggested 
changes to preserve the full length of Resi-
dence Exploration (REX).

We sincerely appreciate Dean Norman’s 
actions in presenting this proposal to the 
student body and seeking our input in 
shaping the schedule of orientation, but we 
must register our profound dissatisfaction 
with the current proposal.

At MIT, our communities are what 
make us strong. Fraternities, sororities, in-
dependent living groups, and dormitories 
all have unique identities, and each living 
group creates an irreplaceable support net-
work for its students. Our living groups in-
clude our mentors, our counselors, and our 
friends; we strongly believe that having a 
supportive community at home is essential 
to surviving life at MIT. REX is the time dur-
ing which these communities are formed, 
rebuilt, and rejuvenated.

For freshmen, REX is an invaluable op-
portunity to meet other students and inte-
grate into the social fabric of MIT. It is their 
time to explore, to discover, and to find the 
living group and the community that will 
make their time at MIT most successful. 
Even students who eventually move off-
campus or to an FSILG benefit from the 
friendships they form during this period 
of exploration and from finding the right 

place to spend their first few semesters.
The proposed plan will drastically cut 

down on the amount of time freshmen can 
spend on REX activities. While we were told 
that no REX events would be eliminated be-
cause of this, it is clear that by moving the 
end dates for FPOPs and the arrival dates 
for other students two days further into 
REX, there will be just one or two days dur-
ing which freshmen can truly and produc-
tively explore their dorm options. This can-
not possibly be considered enough time to 
find the right community. In 2006, the first 
recommendation of the UA Extended Re-
port on Orientation was to “Place emphasis 
on Orientation events containing dynamic 
student-generated content.” A better de-
scription of REX could not be found, and 
we stand by this recommendation.

The goals of REX are not the goals of 
CPW. The two periods serve completely 
different purposes for incoming freshmen, 
and to suggest that one may serve as a sub-
stitute for the other simply because both 
feature free food and living group-spon-
sored activities displays a startling lack of 
knowledge about the freshman experience. 
Furthermore, it is wrong to think that all 
students who attend MIT will come to CPW 
and vice-versa. CPW is a time for the entire 
community to advertise MIT as a whole 
and to help freshmen decide if the Institute 
is the right place for them to spend their 
next four years. To ask us to simultaneously 
represent MIT as a whole and as individual 

living groups is unreasonable, and it is good 
neither for us nor for the Institute.

Finally, we must express our extreme 
disappointment with how this process has 
been handled so far. As with many critical 
student engagement issues in the past, we 
have been handed a proposal on which 
we have had no real input. Students are 
the largest stakeholders in orientation. A 
successful Orientation is critical to stu-
dents’ welfare during freshman year and 
throughout their time at MIT. However, 
we were the last to hear of these proposed 
changes.

On this, the 150th anniversary year 
of our Institute, we must act to preserve 
what makes us great. “Inventional Wis-
dom” should not consist of copying the 
mainstream policies of other universities. 
Rather, we should embrace the uncon-
ventionalities that make our students so 
extraordinary. We ask two things. First, we 
ask for the restoration of a full REX to the 
proposed schedule, as a critical part of our 
uniquely supportive housing system. Sec-
ond, as we stand to gain or lose more than 
anyone else on the issue, we ask to be in-
volved in any future discussions of orienta-
tion. We as the dorm presidents would be 
happy to meet with you to discuss ways to 
make REX and Orientation beneficial to all 
parties.

Editor’s Note: This letter was addressed 
to Chancellor Phillip L. Clay PhD ’75 and 
The Tech.

open letter

Dorm presidents defend REX

guest column

CPW is not a replacement for REX
More time to explore dorms means happier students

By Jacqueline Rogoff

What has been happening to MIT re-
cently? It seems as though the “powers that 
be” are chipping away at all the things that 
I thought made life at MIT worth it. At this 
point, I doubt I’ll recognize the place by my 
five-year reunion. I’ll spare you all the rant 
about dining, but shortening REX to a sin-
gle day is completely unacceptable.

First of all, CPW cannot replace the extra 
time for exploring dorms. I was lucky to be 
close enough to travel to MIT without my 
parents and already knowing I wanted to go 
there. Even so, I never actually made it over 
to one side of campus, let alone all of the 
dorms and living groups on the side where 

I was. There simply wasn’t enough time, 
with all the other activities put on by student 
groups, teams, academic presentations, etc. 
And there were plenty of other students who 
weren’t even sure they wanted to go to MIT 
or who arrived with their parents — further 
hindering their freedom to dart around 
campus. Many students who will enroll at 
MIT aren’t even able to attend CPW.

From the other side, having been 
through CPW four times, it would be a lot 
to ask of students for them to represent 
their dorms and scout next year’s freshmen 
when they’re not even sure who will show 
up as a freshman. I personally urged my 
prefrosh to attend events put on by student 
activities and go sit in on classes, and then 

worry about where they will live in the fall. 
Plus, CPW is in the middle of term, with 
all of its problem sets, projects, and gen-
eral exhaustion for students. It is not a time 
when we can chat with freshmen for hours 
on end about dorms.

Having made an i3 video for French 
House, I’ve realized how far some vid-
eos are from representing an entire dorm. 
When each dorm can comprise about ten 
different floors, halls, and entries, it is vital 
that freshmen get a chance to talk to resi-
dents. A video can give a first approxima-
tion for which dorm is a good fit, but dis-
covering a niche and finding out if you click 
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Living in a housing-constrained world
The challenges of Freshmen on Campus, and why administrators make the decisions they do

Resolutions for the new semester, by the economics
Or, how theory can tell us why resolutions may or may not be useful

By Keith Yost
Staff columnist

To the members of the student body 
who do not follow campus issues, there are 
only two facts you need to be aware of to 
have an above-average understanding of 
what is going on:

1. MIT is committed to guaranteeing 
every undergraduate on-campus housing 
if they want it.

2. There are not enough beds on cam-
pus to provide housing for every under-
graduate.

These two simple facts, and the pres-
sures they create, are the source of nearly 
all of the sturm und drang of student vs. 
administration fights.

The Consequences of Living in a 
Housing-Constrained World

In 2001, MIT responded to the binge-
drinking death of a freshman, Scott Krue-
ger, by instituting a Freshmen on Cam-
pus (FoC) policy, the immediate effect of 
which was to reduce the revenue of MIT’s 
fraternities, and shift students from living 
in fraternities to dormitories. As a conse-
quence of their reduced revenue, the next 
few years saw a steady draw-down of fra-
ternity savings, and a rising probability of 
financial failure.

If a significant number of fraternities 
fail, their members would have to be ab-
sorbed into the dormitory system, some-
thing that is simply not possible given the 
number of dorm beds. And so, beginning 
in 2004, MIT began to subsidize the frater-
nity system through the Independent Resi-
dence Development Fund (IRDF). IRDF 
grants had previously been used as a way 
of making capital improvements to frater-
nity living spaces (making them handicap-
accessible and so on) that otherwise would 
not have been made by independent living 
groups. 2004 saw a shift away from the use 
of these grants for that limited purpose to-
ward covering the day-to-day expenses of 
fraternities. Today, MIT gives out $2 mil-
lion dollars in aid to fraternities each year 
through this program.

For those who have taken 14.01, this 
subsidization of fraternity beds is unsur-
prising. Frat beds and dorm beds are sub-
stitute goods. MIT is committed to keeping 

the equilibrium quantity of dorm beds de-
manded below its fixed supply. FoC caused 
a drop in the demand for fraternity beds, 
and so to maintain the equilibrium, the 
relative prices between frat beds and dorm 
beds needed to change, either through a 
subsidy of frat beds, or an increase in the 
price of dorm beds.

The Set of Policy Alternatives
Of course, MIT does not like the idea 

of perpetually bleeding $2 million dollars 
a year to keep the FSILGs afloat. And so, 
over the past few years, MIT has sought to 
raise the price of dorm beds (thus increas-
ing the number of students who voluntarily 
elect to join independent living groups and 
thereby reducing the amount of subsidy 
MIT has to give to fraternities). As part of 
this effort, MIT is poised to replace its sub-
sidy-riddled dining system with something 
that passes on the true cost to students. 
This and other policy changes (though sur-
prisingly, not the steady increase in dormi-
tory rents) have caused considerable fric-
tion between students living in dormitories 
and the administration.

Don’t let MIT’s annual operating bud-
get of $1 billion fool you; $2 million dollars 
per year is a lot of money. With the IRDF’s 
annual budget, MIT could turn any existing 
dormitory into free housing. They could 
buy every single undergraduate student a 
Big Mac for every single day of class at MIT. 
They could maintain the dining program 
as it is, refund all the cuts they made from 
the department of athletics, and still have 
enough money left over to give 20 students 
full scholarships.

There is a limited set of solutions to 
the frat-bed-dorm-bed imbalance. MIT 
could admit fewer students. It could build 
new dormitories. It could kick out gradu-
ate students from existing dormitories and 
give them to undergraduates. It could try 
to raise demand for FSILG living, either by 
raising the effective price of a dorm bed, 
making FSILGs inherently more attractive 
places to live relative to dorms, or through 
some other measure, such as ending FoC. 
But it cannot simply maintain the status 
quo.

In fact, in recent history MIT has pur-
sued many of its options simultaneously. 
But all of these option come at a cost. De-

creasing the number of students means 
fewer MIT engineers for society. Building 
dormitories costs a lot of money. Pushing 
out graduate students from their housing 
makes MIT a less attractive destination for 
graduate students. Changes to dining are 
unpopular, but unless students present a 
better idea, they are inevitable.

Moving Toward an Activism that 
Works

Undergraduate activists, such as the 
Campaign For Students (CFS) are very 
good at registering their discontent with 
MIT’s slashing of dorm goodies. What 
they are not good at is articulating an al-
ternative. Do they want MIT to build more 
dorms? Do they want to grab dorms from 
graduate students? Do they want to let few-
er students into MIT? With “raise spending, 
cut taxes, and fix the deficit” as their war 
cry, it is not hard to figure out why they are 
being ignored. Political effort directed at 
maintaining an unsustainable status quo is 
wasted and meaningless.

Moreover, CFS and their ilk have ad-
opted an incredibly self-defeating view of 
how the MIT administration operates. To 
the average CFS member, MIT is a mono-
lithic institution of evil or ignorant admin-
istrators bent on ending all that makes MIT 
good, and the way to defeat them is to or-
ganize a protest so large and awesome that 
it brings the system to its knees.

In reality, MIT is like any other bureau-
cracy. Its administrators have different 
ideas of what should be done. They make 
decisions with memos and meetings. They 
have a fairly rational view of the constraints 
they faces, and they debate a set of policies 
that fit within those constraints. If a bu-
reaucrat goes into a meeting armed with 
the support of the students for his plan, 
that makes him much more likely to turn 
his plan into policy. But there is no inher-
ent reason why students must be happy 
with the policies that the administra-
tion produces — there is no protest large 
enough to “win” against MIT.

To get a desired policy passed, students 
need to interact with administrators and 
navigate the politics of the bureaucracy. 
They need to have a realistic and clearly ar-
ticulated vision, and then apply the appro-
priate pressures to enable bureaucrats to 

win debates on their behalf. They need to 
cultivate relationships with the deans and 
learn the geography of the administration.

Concerned dorm halls should be spend-
ing less time organizing protests and more 
time hosting deans and chancellors to din-
ners. At these dinners they should focus on 
listening rather than asking questions; not 
only do MIT’s administrators have a more 
complete picture of the constraints that 
MIT faces (and thus can help students make 
sure their preferred policies pass the realism 
test), but it is also much easier to find some-
one who agrees with you and give them your 
support than to change someone’s mind. 
When talking with any given administra-
tor, the first thought that should be going 
through an activist’s mind is not “How can I 
convince this person that I am right?” but in-
stead, “Will this person make a useful ally?” 
Even if their vision is wholly incompatible 
with your preferred policy, there is no rea-
son to be impolite. Thank them for their 
time, and make a mental note to give your 
support to someone else — almost anything 
else is counter-productive.

Our Policy Priority: Ending 
Freshmen on Campus

Ultimately, relationships are not 
enough. Students must develop a plan for 
MIT that is not merely reflexive opposition 
to change, but instead solves the funda-
mental problem of limited undergraduate 
dormitory space.

In the long run, the best thing that MIT 
students can do to resolve conflicts in their 
favor is to aggressively support the devel-
opment of new undergraduate housing 
and work hand-in-hand with the admin-
istration to accelerate the creation of new 
dorms that offer an attractive living space 
to students and have their own unique, de-
sirable dorm culture.

In the short run, there is only one policy 
change that can loosen the constraints that 
MIT faces without further changes to dorm 
perks, and that is ending Freshmen on 
Campus. To many dorm activists, repeal-
ing FoC is a low priority, or worse, not even 
a priority at all (many activists seem ideo-
logically opposed to fraternities, period). 
In reality, there is no better policy change 
available to achieve what the CFS and oth-
ers have been fighting for.

By William Damazer

At the start of each year we collectively 
reflect upon the previous year’s achieve-
ments — or, too often, failures — and project 
our thoughts on the year ahead. On a wide 
scale, newspapers summarize the previous 
year’s news, give pop quizzes on the best 
gossip and make predictions on what key 
events will happen. As individuals, though, 
we have a certain degree of control over our 
future and so not only make predictions but 
resolutions about our future.

A new year’s (or semester’s) resolution is 
a way of committing us to a goal when short 
and long-term benefits and costs don’t 
align. Richard Thaler, author of the behav-
ioral economics book Nudge, refers to an 
enlightening example at a dinner party of 
economists (I have tried it myself and urge 
you not to make the same mistake). The 
guests, reflecting their economic beliefs in 
rational behavior, were rapidly devouring 
packets of nuts before the main food ar-

rived; in fact, they thanked Thaler when he 
finally took the nuts away. In this anecdote, 
the nuts were a short-term benefit, but they 
had long-term implications for the guests’ 
appetite for better food later on. Exercise 
has the reverse pattern. It has short-term 
time and effort costs, but usually only gives 
benefit over a sustained period of activity — 
perhaps as long as three months. The news 
year’s resolution allows us to overcome our 
short-term myopia by putting in focus our 
longer term desires.

When putting this forward to a friend he 
barraged me with several questions. First-
ly why do we seem to focus such a large 
amount of reflection on one day?  It is a new 
year every second — although simply mea-
sured from that second a year ago.

I agree that a healthier approach might 
be to constantly re-evaluate our current 
behavior throughout the year; that way, I 
can stop eating pizza before my desired six-
pack looks more like “Joe Six-Packs’” stom-
ach (see Google images to understand in 

painful detail). I would argue, however, that 
our personal reflection is a “complemen-
tary good” to our wider analysis of events 
in the calendar year. One thought simply 
stimulates the other and so it seems natural 
to do the two together.

A second criticism goes further: if we 
are going to commit to anything at all, a 
new year’s  resolution seems a particularly 
bad way of doing so. It is a promise to our-
selves that has no repercussions if it is bro-
ken. I believe this is not a criticism of new 
years’ resolutions but the way we choose to 
enact them. Dean Karlan, economics pro-
fessor at Yale, set up a website, Stickk.com, 
for people to make credible promises and 
“put their money where their mouth is.” 
His website was inspired by his struggle to 
lose weight and the eventual $15,000 bet 
that motivated him to follow through on his 
words.

Finally, why do we choose to make 
resolutions in January? Blue Monday, the 
scientifically calculated most depressing 

day in the year, fell on January 24. If any-
thing, many may see it as the perfect day to 
eat as much pizza and ice cream that you 
desire. A new year’s resolution not only of-
ten prevents you from doing this, but also 
adds a weight of guilt every time you break 
it. But be aware, our decision to delay our 
sacrifice may be a reflection of “hyperbolic 
discounting” — when people value rewards 
today far greater than those tomorrow. It is 
a temptation simply to say, “Why not start 
in March?”

This year I had decided to read more, at 
least 30 books; in addition to only watching 
a poor movie for every book I read over this 
target (this has Harry Potter 7 included). 
However, I have decided to go the cheap 
route by letting personal shame be the cost 
of failing my resolution. Perhaps I would be 
a more learned person if I had made a reso-
lution to be better at economics instead.

William Damazer is Cambridge student 
participating in the Cambridge-MIT Ex-
change.

Letters To THe Editor

No decisions made 
on Orientation

I write to respond to the recent article in 
The Tech that suggested that a decision had 
been made to shorten REX. We are looking 
at Orientation as a whole and the impact 
on a number of programs. We don’t know 
the final schedule yet and, at the pres-
ent time, no decisions have been made. 
Though we will look for ways to shorten the 
overall Orientation period, we do not plan 
to shorten the REX period in the coming 
year. It is not correct that such a shortening 
has been decided. The current schedule in-

cluding the pre-orientation programs that 
almost 60 percent of the class participate 
through to Registration Day totals almost 
two weeks. There is broad agreement that 
this orientation period is too long. The 
specifics of REX, and other components 
will be considered for the following year 
as we we consult students, staff and other 
stakeholders.

The Task Force on the Undergraduate 
Educational Commons, which had sig-
nificant faculty and student input, recom-
mended that the Chancellor establish a 
process to examine Orientation to ensure 
that it met its living and learning objectives. 
The momentum behind rethinking Orienta-
tion increased as a result of the Budget Task 
Force and the sense that we might be able 
to do it more efficiently, for example, by 
using online resources more effectively. We 

have one of the longest Orientations in the 
country among our peers and many faculty 
feel the freshmen start the term too tired. 
Freshmen report too much free time. In or-
der to give a specific target, the Chancellor 
suggested looking at how we can shorten 
Orientation by approximately two days. 
Reducing orientation by this time does not 
translate to the full impact being on REX.

As we consider this, the Office of Under-
graduate Advising and Academic Program-
ming (UAAP) in DUE has been conducting 
a background study. As part of this process, 
UAAP recently engaged key stakeholders, 
include a faculty advisory committee in 
December; colleagues from the Division 
of Student Life, International Students 
Office, Housemasters, MIT Medical and 
DUE in January; and students, via the UA 
Senate, in January. The freshman learning 

communities have also been consulted and 
consultation with the Student Life Orienta-
tion Programs and Experiences (SLOPE) 
will start this week. The students on the 
SLOPE committee represent DormCon, 
UA, fraternities, sororities, independent liv-
ing groups, SaveTFP and in addition there 
is a housemaster, a rep from UAAP and DSL 
staff who support the activities/events.

As these consultations proceed, we will 
listen to input from all interested stakehold-
ers. We encourage students to work with 
their representatives on SLOPE to provide 
input and address their concerns. While it 
may not be possible to satisfy everyone, we 
all agree that Orientation should welcome 
and prepare freshman as they enter our liv-
ing and learning community.

Daniel Hastings PhD ’80, Dean for Un-
dergraduate Education
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REX strengthens community bonds

with a living group takes more than just a 
day, especially when time must be spent fig-
uring out where all the dorms are and how 
to get to them. Considering that many fresh-
man participate in FPOPs and ASEs, I can 
see many skipping out, because apparently 
dorms aren’t important enough to devote 
more than a day to figure them out.

The administration claims this change 
is about making sure that freshmen are aca-
demically ready and not exhausted for class. 
Maybe my brain’s getting foggy from old age, 
but isn’t there half a week between when 
freshmen move and the start of classes? 
Maybe we do have “the longest orientation 
in the country,” but so what? Since when is 

MIT so concerned about fitting in with ev-
eryone else? Part of what I loved about this 
place was that we weren’t all dumped into 
a freshman dorm like so many of my high 
school friends. In addition, we had so much 
freedom to choose where we got to live, that 
I began to feel like an adult and that the ad-
ministration respected us enough to make 
our own decisions. Living with upperclass-
men, especially ones I bonded with over a 
nice, relaxed REX period, made me more 
academically ready than any official orien-
tation event I attended. They were a source 
of advice, especially when I was choosing 
my classes, and not only did they help me 
with my homework, but some became my 
best friends. I was happy to pass on the favor 
when I became one myself.

While REX helped me find the perfect 

place for me to live as a freshman (and I was 
sure because I actually had a chance to visit 
all the dorms, as opposed to during CPW), 
I did move during IAP of my junior year. I 
can’t imagine how stressful it would be to 
move in the middle of a term, or be stuck in 
a place you truly don’t want to live while you 
languish on the waiting list. With all the up-
perclassmen trying to escape extreme dining 
prices, how long will it take a freshman to get 
exactly where they want to be if they don’t 
get it right the first time? It takes more than 
even the REX period we have now to figure 
out where to live, so how can that time be 
cut so short? If you want students to be less 
exhausted, try making them happier and 
not needing to pick up and move mid-term. 
And, if you’re worried about the logistics of 
starting FPOPs on different days, are you 

sure you want to transfer that responsibility 
to the housing office or even mental health 
services, and make students even more 
stressed out in the process? Freshmen are al-
ready focused on making the transition from 
high school classes to MIT. It is vital during 
this time that they have a strong support net-
work, which starts where they live. It will be 
that much stronger if they really spent time 
choosing it themselves. There is nothing you 
can do to make them more “academically 
ready” than allowing them that freedom.

I’m not even mentioning the importance 
of REX to the upperclassmen and the dorms 
themselves. You all know how important it 
is. Don’t let them take it away from you.

Jacqueline Rogoff ’10 is a former Vice 
President of French House and a former resi-
dent of East Campus.

REX, from Page 4
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Steal My Comic� by Michael Ciuffo

Instructions: Fill in the grid so that each column, row, and 3 by 3 grid contains 
exactly one of each of the digits 1 through 9.

Sudoku
Solution, page 13

9 3 4
3 8 1 2

1 3 4 9 6
2 4 6

3 5 9
5 4 7 1 3

4 9 3 8
3 1 2

Techdoku
Solution, page 13

4 30× 1−

15× 4

3− 12× 8+

6+

15+

A WEBCOMIC OF ROMANCE,
SARCASM, MATH, AND LANGUAGE

by Randall Munroe

Consecutive Vowels

But the windows! What if there’s a voyeur watchi-- wait, now I’m turned on too.

Na

I hear that there are actual lyrics later on in Land of 1,000 Dances, but other than the occasional ‘I said,’ I’ve never listened 
long enough to hear any of them.

Instructions: Fill in the grid so that each column and row contains exactly one of 
each of the numbers 1 through 5. Follow the mathematical operations for each box. 
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Somewhere on the Search for Meaning...� by Letitia Li

by Jorge Cham

Crossword Puzzle
Solution, page 13

ACROSS 
	 1	Silent signal
	 8	Mayflower 

passenger
	15	Brightest star in 

Scorpius
	16	Bring to life
	17	Vaccaro and Lee
	18	Took turns
	19	Long, feathery scarf
	20	Ogden resident
	22	Ancient ointment
	23	Sugar cube
	25	Positive votes
	26	Latvian chess master
	27	Needle cases
	29	Pollution problem
	31	Gratify completely
	32	Group of seven
	34	Set aside
	36	City near San Diego
	38	Social Security 

pioneer
	41	Pager
	45	Hot pair in poker

	46	Okinawa city
	48	Trunk tire
	49	Sch. org.
	50	Machinery parts
	52	“Auld Lang __”
	53	Whittle
	55	“Animal Farm” author
	57	Restroom sign
	58	Satan
	60	Least sloppy
	62	Make a connection 

with
	63	Period of peace
	64	Poet Siegfried
	65	Loud speaker

DOWN
	 1	Jabbers
	 2	Along the way
	 3	Get hot under the 

collar
	 4	Soak up some rays
	 5	Pakistani tongue
	 6	“Giant” ranch name
	 7	Exam compositions

	 8	Umbrella cousins
	 9	Fully versed about
	10	Lang. course
	11	Crimebuster
	12	Drumming sound
	13	Repeat oneself
	14	Stuck one’s nose in
	21	Procrastinate
	24	Climber’s spikes
	28	Brief time periods
	30	Silver-tongued
	31	Soaks
	33	Tween 12 and 20
	35	Praiseful poems
	37	Ancient Greek poet
	38	Parts of rocker arms
	39	One of Mark 

Antony’s wives
	40	Becomes fatigued
	42 Compensation
	43	Che Guevara’s first 

name
	44	Input data again
	47	Corrects
	51	Falling ice

	

54	 “Boola Boola” 
singers

	55	Suspicious of
	56	Past due

	59	Lennon’s widow
	61	X
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An even more modest proposal
Relieving hunger and solving the problem of stray animal overpopulation in one swoop

By Deena Wang

In 2009, 43.6 million Americans were 
living poverty, a number compounded by 
the effects of the recession. Of all the hard-

ships of poverty, the most 
tragic is the lack of food. It 
saps strength and leads to 
listlessness and apathy, not 
to mention stunting growth in 
our still-developing youth. In 

2009, 50.2 million Americans were at risk of 
hunger, and 17.2 million of them were chil-
dren.

Statistics vary, but there are approxi-
mately 70 million stray cats in the United 
States alone and a correspondingly vast 
number of stray dogs, with many more born 
every day. Of those animals that have the 
good fortune to be brought to a shelter, 61 
percent of dogs and 71 percent of cats are 
euthanized, their bodies rendered for use in 
soap, cosmetics, fertilizer, and agricultural 
feed. 

Noting the mouths yearning to be fed on 
one side, and the vast excess of flesh on the 
other, may I suggest allowing the problem 
to resolve itself, accordingly? I have been 
assured on good authority that a dog will 
make for a lovely stir-fry, or soup, or cut 
of roasting meat, and a leg of mutt is by no 
means a dish to scorn. 

This plan will also reduce the over $2 bil-
lion spent by the government to needlessly 
destroy useful livestock. Instead of being a 
drain upon our already attenuated budget, 
the surplus stray population will add to our 
national economy. No longer will people be 
forced to beg upon the streets due to lack of 
gainful employment when a whole new sec-
tor of work will be opened in the catching, 
meat processing and production of lovely 
fur hats, coats, and trimmings. I foresee an 
explosion of new restaurants and recipe 
books to take advantage of the hitherto un-
known epicurean delights of the new food, 
improving our luxury trade as well as our 
basic sustenance.

For those concerned about whether the 
meat is fit for consumption, fear not. Dog 
and cat meat is documented in traditional 
Chinese medicine as a “warm” food that is 
most appropriate for the winter. Compared 
to chicken, dog meat has more calcium, 
iron, phosphorus, potassium and vitamin 
A, and more mass per carcass too. 

Some of my dear readers may be over-
come with revulsion over the thought of 
consuming their dear beloved Fido or Fluffy. 
However, fear not for the safety of your pets, 
for it is only the strays and unwanted that 
will have their flesh repurposed. And be-
cause one female cat’s descendants could 
total to 11 million in nine years, it is likely 

that our larders will be kept fully 
stocked for quite some time.

Others may aver 
that it is immor-
al to consume 
the flesh of our 
companion ani-
mals. With those 
soulful eyes 
and sleek 
or fluffy fur, 
how could 
we think 
of harming 
the crea-
tures whose 
lives are in 
our trust? 
Yet many 
of us still 
consume 
meat from bovine 
and porcine animals with hardly a mis-
giving. Oh, you say there is a difference be-
tween a companion and a cutlet? That there 
is an inherent property to certain animals 
that preclude them from being food? Yet 
there are those who raise pigs as pets, and 
comment highly on their affection and in-
telligence. Hindus even venerate cows as sa-
cred, yet we do not refrain from eating beef 
to soothe their sensibilities, as some try to 

s o o t h 
ours by 

lobbying 

Asian countries to ban 
the consumption of dogs. There seems 

to be some hypocrisy between acceptable 
behavior for us and unacceptable behavior 
for others. 

In any case, I would regard it a greater 
cruelty to deny needy human beings a 
readily available food source and culinary 
delight over a cultural sense of unease. 
Hunger provides the motive, and hunger 
provides the seasoning.

Fitting fitness in your daily schedule
Four easy ways to get active at MIT

By Divya Srinivasan
Staff columnist

“Sleep, Grades, Friends — Choose 2.” I’m 
sure you’re well acquainted with that phrase. 

Unfortunately, from experi-
ence, I know that of the three, 
sleep is usually the most sac-
rificed option. And also unfor-
tunately, in the wake of psets, 
exams, and extracurriculars, 

sleep is not the only health-related activity 
that takes a back-seat. 

Somehow in the mire of academics and 
work, leading a healthy lifestyle falls by the 
wayside. Whether we realize it or not, we lose 
a tremendous amount of productivity in not 
getting a consistent amount of sleep or not 
getting our daily quota of vitamins. Work ef-
ficiency aside, neglecting our physical health 
also contributes to a deficiency in our ability 
to tackle stress, which just makes everything 
that much worse.

The start of the semester and the year 
always signals a weeding out of the old 
with new resolutions. Well, maybe not so 
new. If you’re anything like me, some New 
Year’s resolutions just get old after the first 
five times they’ve failed. One of those reso-
lutions, at least for me, is the one that goes 

along the lines of: “This [insert period of 
time] I am going to be fit and healthy!” You 
may have made this resolution once before 
and were perhaps successful in keeping it 
up, in which case I’d love to hear how you 
did it. However, in my case, it has typically 
worked well for the first two weeks of the 
semester, and failed after the onslaught of p-
sets, exams, and work.

Perhaps it’s the way the resolution is 
framed — “being fit and healthy” is a pretty 
broad and vague terminology for a signifi-
cant undertaking. Therefore, I’ve decided to 
make my resolution along the lines of: “This 
semester, I am going to exercise for 30–45 
minutes a day.” But the phrasing of the reso-
lution doesn’t mitigate the lack of motiva-
tion to actually carry out the deed. For me, 
routine can sometimes get boring, so I’ve 
found multiple ways on campus that we can 
get involved in small, but effective, physical 
activities: 

1. getfit@MIT: Though the registration 
for this challenge passed on January 28, you 
can still take part in a mini-challenge with 
your friends. Make a team of two or three 
people and have about four teams get to-
gether. You can log your team hours on the 
getfit@MIT sheet and at the end of the week, 
whichever team has the highest number of 

minutes could get a small prize from the 
other three teams (maybe a gift-card to Star-
bucks after all those workouts?). If you don’t 
want to participate in a team-based affair, 
getfit@MIT still has some neat resources that 
you can use, such as a 2.5 mile walking route 
through our tunnels. For more information, 
check out their site: http://getfit.mit.edu/
health-resources. 

2. Gym classes at DAPER: This week, 
DAPER is hosting free group exercise class-
es. With classes like “Global Grooves” and 
“Strictly Strength,” this is an opportunity you 
can’t miss out on. Plus, take a friend with 
you — I guarantee it will be a hilarious ex-
perience. 

3. Open recreation hours/intramural 
sports: Get a group of friends together for 
a volleyball game or some ice-skating fun. 
There is a schedule posted under “General 
Info/Hours” on the http://mitrecsports.com 
website. Perfect for a weekend study break, 
these one-hour group sports breaks can be a 
lot of fun and a good workout. If you want a 
more regular form of recreation, sign up for 
intramural sports. Even if you’re terrible at 
sports like me, IM sports are low stress and 
more about the enjoyment of getting your 
heart rate up.

4. Power-walk to class! Leave for your 

next class a minute or two 
later than you usually 
would and then make up 
for lost time by walk-
ing faster. If you do 
this for four or five 
classes, you’re au-
tomatically burn-
ing about 50–60 
calories more than 
you might if you 
were just walking at 
a regular pace. 

There are mul-
tiple routes you 
can use to fill your 
personal fitness 
quota for the day. 
How you do it is 
rather immateri-
al; as long as you 
engage in some-
thing you like to 
do for about 30 
minutes a day, 
you’re well on 
your way to be-
ing a health-
ier and hap-
pier student. 

illustration 
by Jennifer 

hope

Institute Double TakeEditor’s 
Note

Campus Life will be 
adding new features 
this volume, and I hope 
you’ll like them.

Not only will we be 
running the types of col-
umns you’ve been see-
ing already, we’ll also 
be adding profiles and 
microcontent.

Profiles will highlight 
people and places on 
campus: from students 
all the way to the em-
ployees that allow MIT 
to survive.

Microcontent is just 
the way it sounds: small 
snippets of life at MIT.

We’ll also be running 
a weekly events calendar. 
If your student group is 
running an event, e-mail 
events@tech.mit.edu. 

And if you have sug-
gestions for the section, 
send them to cl@tech.
mit.edu.

—Joanna Kao,  
Campus Life Editor

Events for 	 Feb. 1 – Feb. 6
Tuesday
1. TBP MIT Spring 2011 Career Fair (9 a.m.–3 p.m.) — Rockwell Cage
2. Sloan’s Africa Business Club hosts Georgina Theodora Wood, the Chief 

Justice of Ghana (5–7 p.m) — E51-115 (Wong Auditorium)

Wednesday
1. Sidney-Pacific Lectures Series lecture by Prof. Peter Diamond (6–7 

p.m.) — Sidney-Pacific Multi-Purpose Room 
2. Dress For Success Fashion Show (7:30 p.m.–8:30 p.m.) — 10-105 (Van-

nevar Bush Room)

Thursday
1. First performance of Dramashop’s Hydriotaphia (8–10 p.m.) — Kresge 

Little Theater
2. IPTV: The Scrum for the Last Six Feet with Mark Cuban (5:30–9 p.m.) 

— E51 (Wong Auditorium)

Friday
1. Final day of APO Book Exchange (10 a.m.–5 p.m.) — W20-307 (Student 

Center, Mezzanine Lounge)
2. Technology Through Time: 150 Years of MIT History - Opening Recep-

tion (1:00–3:00 p.m.) — 14N-130

Saturday
1. Inside 150: Stories of the Institute (2–3 p.m.) — MIT Museum
2. Final performance of Musical Theatre Guild’s Jekyll and Hyde (8–10 

p.m.) — W20-202 (La Sala de Puerto Rico)

Sunday
1. Folk Dancing: Greek Night! (8 p.m.–11 p.m.) — W20-202 (La Sala de 

Puerto Rico)
2. LSC shows The A-Team and Megamind (7 p.m., 10 p.m.) — 26-100

Sarang Kulkarni—The Tech

Dark hallways 
like this one shed 
new light on the 
phrase “light at 
the end of the 
tunnel.” This par-
ticular hallway lo-
cated in the base-
ment of Building 
10 is noteworthy 
for this effect be-
cause of the rela-
tively low height 
of its ceiling, 
small effective 
width from the 
presence of stor-
age cages, and 
bright lights at its 
far end.
The Infinite Cor-
ridor is occasion-
ally closed for 
floor waxing at 
night; a way to 
get across cam-
pus at such times 
without leaving 
the warmth of 
MIT’s indoors is 
to go down one 
floor and use the 
basement.

illustration 
by Jennifer 

hope

Send your campus events to events@tech.mit.edu.
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By Amanda Aparicio

Holy crap, I survived!
After successfully — a loose definition of 

“successfully,” mind you — tackling and con-
quering the feared, abhorrent 
monster of the first semester of 
an MIT education, all I wanted 
to do was shout my glorious vic-
tory cheer to any unfortunate 
passerby. Perhaps this is why 

people think MIT kids plus a social situation is 
the equivalent of 1 divided by zero — disaster.

However, in an attempt both to not war-
rant myself a visit to the loony bin and to 
further leave the reputation of the MIT social 
capabilities in shambles, I shared my battle 
cry only with fellow victors. What a great feel-
ing. But, I did not leave the battlefield sans 
scars, even though I had the ultimate shield 

known lovingly by many freshmen as Pass/
No Record. 

I learned that to not check your e-mail at 
least once every three seconds leads to certain 
death. Similar to Jim Carrey’s character, Bruce, 
in the comedy Bruce Almighty, I found my en-
durance drained significantly by the plethora 
of electronic messages I received. What is this 
organization? How do they have my e-mail 
address? Yes, I know that you’re having an 
event, considering you’ve sent me the same 
e-mail a bajillion times. And no, I do not want 
to see you two kids argue over this mailing list 
about nothing. Can’t you just hit “Reply” in-
stead of “Reply All”? In order to ward off such 
an annoying and inherently inconvenient at-
tack, I normally employ the “Select All Items” 
+ “Delete” combo.

Besides this, first semester also has the 
power to change you from a happy, morning 

person who can easily wake up at 8 a.m. to a 
nocturnal being who would be much more 
content staying up until 8 a.m. At first, this 
ability does not seem like a big deal. With the 
creation of curtains to block out that pesky 
daylight and light bulbs to illuminate the time 
when you actually wish to be awake, who cares 
when it’s actually day or night? Well, when 
you have midterms at 9 in the morning and 
classes at the same time for the next semes-
ter, such an attack can be quite powerful. Re-
versing this convoluted sleep schedule proves 
to be much more difficult than initializing it, 
similar to going forward in a reactants-favored 
reaction with a k value of 10-10. Coffee proves 
to be the best potion to right this travesty, al-
though a significant amount of willpower is 
also needed.

Despite all of this and more (just read 
mitfml.com), I, and others, have survived, 

and possibly even prospered. We’ve come 
out wiser — debatably — and ready to beat 
the crap out of the next semester. First se-
mester might’ve tricked us since we were 
such newbs, but now that we’ve leveled up 
and learned some new attacks of our own, 
second semester and subsequent monsters 
at MIT will not have such an advantage. 
(Hopefully. Who knows? This might be one 
of those annoying games where your charac-
ter can actually lose skill points and go down 
a couple of levels … that’s awkward. Let’s just 
hope not — ignore that last comment — and 
move on, shall we?) So, be you a senior on 
your way to fight the last boss of MIT or a 
measly freshman still growing and learning 
new abilities, I wish you the best of luck with 
your next round of MIT. Go kick some … as-
sorted challenges. (you thought I was going 
to say a--, didn’t you?)

Level up! Beating the first boss
Lessons I learned from surviving semester one of MIT 

10 websites you might not have heard of By Paul Woods

Every once in a while, you run into someone who’s lived in a particular city for a long time and knows her way around. She call tell 
you the best local restaurants, the coolest clubs, and which places to avoid at all costs (the real-life equivalents of 4chan.org). I like to 
think of myself as that person — except for the Internet. So I might as well show everybody around. Here are ten good sites that you’ve 
probably never heard of:

The best thing 
about thefuckingweath-

er.com isn’t the joke; it’s the 
simple and clean interface. No 

clutter. No waiting for image ads 
to loads. It even automatically 
knows I want Cambridge weather 
because I’m connecting from 

MIT’s campus. Other weather 
sites could learn a thing or 

two from this site. 

1) TheFuckingWeather.com: 

2) News.YCombinator.com: 

Y Combinator’s 
Digg-esque news site is 

one of the best places to go 
for technology and startup-
related news. Perhaps the 
best part is that it’s also 

relatively troll-free. 

3) RapGenius.com: 

Self-described as 
“a rap lyrics encyclope-

dia that anyone can edit,” Rap 
Genius is different from other lyr-

ics websites in that it lets you click on 
words and phrases in song lyrics, and it 

explains what they mean. An indispens-
able site — especially when The Far East 
Movement and their random inclusion 

of aircrafts model names that no one 
has ever heard of before are involved. 

Eminem and his minor celeb-
rity references have just met 

their match. 4) StumbleUpon.com: 

Okay, so maybe you 
have heard of this site before, 

but there are enough people who 
haven’t that I thought I’d include it.

Basically, StumbleUpon is sort of like 
Pandora, except instead of introducing you 

to new music, it lets you find new websites 
based on your interests and which sites 
you’ve previously liked and disliked. Along 
with a Firefox Add-on, there are now also 

Android and iPhone apps. I hope Stum-
bleUpon doesn’t mess up your GPA 

too badly. 

Who said 
Vera Multi-Search is 

better than Google? Plus, 
if you’re using an MIT IP 

address, Google Scholar will 
even direct you to the appro-
priate link when articles are 

available through MIT Li-
braries.

I still haven’t 
finished it, but it’s al-

ready one of my favor-
ite puzzles of all time. 
Warning: it’s hard.

Along with the 
vast majority of the human 

population, I’m a visual learner, 
which is why the words in math and 

physics textbooks should be used to 
elaborate on the diagrams, not the other 

way around. That’s what Georgia State 
University’s physics website does. It even 
has Wikipedia-style links whenever it 
uses a previous concept in an explana-

tion. The site was incredibly helpful 
during my freshman GIRs.

If you play fantasy foot-
ball, Rotoworld.com is the place to 

go for news and analysis. I’ve searched 
through a lot of sites and listened to a lot of 

fantasy football analysts. Rotoworld’s manag-
ing editor, Gregg Rosenthal, is the best fantasy 

football analyst. Period. 
If you’re looking for advanced metrics, Foot-

ball Outsiders has the goods. If you want to be 
a fantasy football champion — and by being a 

champion, I mean turning the exciting and 
unpredictable world of sports into a mind-

numbing exercise of number crunch-
ing — this is the site to go to.

This site pro-
vides useful advice 

for web designers and 
developers. All web de-
signers should bookmark 

this site for reference 
purposes.

5) Scholar.Google.com: 6) HDWhite.org/puzzle: 

7) DoINeedAFlashIntro.com: 

8) HyperPhysics.Phy-Astr.Gsu.
edu/HBase/HFrame.html 

9/10) RotoWorld.com  
and FootballOutsiders.com 

www.stu
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Sam Range—The Tech

Papers are printed on continuous rolls of newsprint, which are later cut and folded in order.

Sam Range—The Tech

Workers at Mass Web adjust levers on each color press so ink is fed onto 
rollers such that each page receives sufficient but not excessive amounts 
of ink across the span of the printing plate.

Sam Range—The Tech

Robert D. Allen, Sales Manager at Mass Web Printing Co., displays a freshly-printed and folded black 
ink plate. Each plate contains the pattern for one color of ink for four pages of The Tech.

Sam Range—The Tech

A machine adds inserts to the inside of complete, folded papers.

Sam Range—The Tech

In order to print full color pages, the paper must pass through four 
separate presses, with cyan, magenta, yellow, and black layers aligning to 
produce images.

How does The 
Tech get made?
Last Wednesday, we visited our printer 
in Auburn, MA, to see the issue from 
start to finish.
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Theater Review

Geeky. Humorous. Inspiring. Powerful.
“Bucky” explores the mystery of a genius’s mind

By Natthida Wiwatwicha
Staff WRITER

When I invited a friend to see the play 
with me, he asked me who R. Buckminster 
Fuller was. My response was, “He’s an ar-
chitect, some kind of engineer … I think.” 

“You think?”
All I knew about Fuller was that he was 

the designer of the geodesic dome and the 
origin of the names buckyball, fullerene, 
and buckminsterfullerene. I wanted to see 
the play to learn more about R. Buckmin-
ster Fuller.

But it ended up telling me more than I 
expected. 

I felt as if I had entered a different world 
when I arrived at the American Repertory 
Theater. The lobby was fully decorated with 
mathematical equations, octahedrons, tet-
rahedrons and the like on the windows, 
and framed pictures of beautiful geodesic 
spheres by the ticket area. The atmosphere 
of the theater resembles a giant lecture 
room; one filled with warmth, personality, 
inspiration, and geometric shapes.

The play gave me a two-hour explora-
tion of the eccentric and delightful world of 
Fuller’s mind.  

R. Buckminster Fuller: The History (and 
Mystery) of the Universe is a one-person 
show based on the life, work, and writings 

of Richard Buckminster Fuller (1895–1983). 
Thomas Derrah’s role depicts Fuller as the 
night’s guest speaker who wants to share his 
life story — from his family to discoveries, 
from contemplation on nature as the solu-
tion to all designs to his perspectives on 
socioeconomic issues. It was an interest-
ing performance: Derrah had to effectively 
deliver not only the human emotions and 
character of Fuller, but also the engineer-
scientist-mathematician-mind. Derrah 
immersed himself in the world of Fuller as 
he recited line after line about synergy and 
beautiful physical structures. He moved 
around like a child, both physically and 

mentally — imaginative, independent, cu-
rious. Derrah’s performance made me wish 
I could meet the real Fuller when he was 
still alive.

The introduction about Fuller’s child-
hood revealed his fascination with nature 
and natural intuition. His independence 
from all constraints imposed artificially by 
others foreshadows events in his life, in-
cluding two expulsions from Harvard.

As far as humor is concerned, MIT stu-
dents may appreciate some of it more than 
the rest of the audience. Jokes about grav-
ity and pi made me feel at home. Derrah 
also engaged the audience, inviting them 
to sing along with him, to stand up and feel 
the earth rotate at 23 degrees off the axis 
with him. Occasionally, an impassioned 
Derrah moved around while speaking, the 
stage resembling an acid trip with floating 
tensegrity structures. What a great visual 
representation of Fuller’s captivation.

The most important experience I took 
from the play was Fuller’s life philosophy. 
After becoming unemployed and depressed 
before the start of his successful career as 
a revolutionary inventor, Fuller ponders: 
“What can one penniless person do on be-
half of humanity?” Such a question would 
prompt any person to live and work to their 
full potential. Fuller was an engineer and a 
scientist, but for the sake of something larg-

er. He focused on the responsibility of sci-
entific revolution and technology to make 
the world a better place: “We are here for 
problem-solving. Not to have problems out 
of the way in some stupid, sublime some-
thing called peace. We’re here strictly for 
problem-solving, and the better you get at 
it, the more problems you’re going to get to 
solve.”

One warning: A hundred minutes of 
fluid monologue, no matter how worthy 
of your attention, might turn baffling and 
soporific. A cup of coffee during the inter-
mission might solve that problem. 

Derrah portrayed Fuller as a visionary, a 
designer of not only physical creations but 
also of ideas, his own life, the world, and 
the future. But whatever he was, I gained 
so much respect for this man without hav-
ing to read a single book about him. I am 
grateful for the two hours of entertainment, 
education, and for the opportunity to meet 
him, even as a character in a play. This is 
one of the many lines in the play that I will 
keep close to my heart for the rest of my life: 
“You don’t belong to you, you belong to the 
Universe.”

Tip: Go online to look at the show 
times, but do not buy the tickets. Student 
Rush promises great seating for only $15. 
All you have to do is get there 15 minutes 
before the play.

R. Buckminster Fuller: 
The History (and Mys-
tery) of the Universe
American Repertory Theater

Written and directed by 
D.W. Jacobs

Starring Thomas Derrah

Multiple showings until 
February 4 

Have humorous commentary about a campus topic?
send 500 words and a pic to cl@tech.mit.edu.

Seven

valuable
You don’t build a 200-year history of excellence in financial services  
without learning a few things. Like how to recognize and celebrate 
colleagues with exceptional qualities. And the importance of training 
and developing them throughout their careers. We are proud to welcome 
the seven MIT students who will be joining us full-time this summer. 
Congratulations to them on all their success. 

jpmorgan.com/careers
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Alpine Skiing Team when the cuts 
were made. She recalls the emotional 
morning of the announcement.

“Half of the team was crying. The 
other half had this sad look on their 
faces,” she said. Reddy had consid-
ered the varsity skiing team a second 
family whose bond was strengthened 
by living in a New Hampshire cabin 
together every IAP. When it came 
time for cuts to be made, she had a 
feeling her team was going to lose its 
varsity status.

“We kind of knew it was coming. 
Skiing is a very expensive sport and 
the size of the team versus cost per 
person was much higher than a lot of 
the other varsity sports,” she said.

Stephanie C. Leger ’11 and Elaine 
Y. Chin ’94, now both players on the 
Women’s Club Ice Hockey team, 
remember the surprise of the an-
nouncement. Chin, an alumni player 
on the club team at the time, found 
out about the cuts at the same time as 
most of the MIT community — when 
DAPER released its letter explaining 
the cuts to the public. Leger, who was 
on the varsity team, claimed that no 
one had any idea of the impending 
cuts during the season. “It was a bit 
of a shock,” she said.

Many athletes on the cut teams 
had planned to play varsity sports for 
the entirety of their MIT undergradu-
ate career, including Riley E. Brandt 
’11, current captain of the Men’s Club 
Hockey Team and a varsity member 
at the time of the cuts. “A big reason 
why a lot of students picked MIT was 
the opportunity to play their sport 
while they studied here,” he said. 

Nicholas C. Swenson ’12, current-
ly the Golf Club team president, had 
come to MIT expecting to play varsity 
golf. The initial frustration stemming 
from the cuts almost caused him to 
make a spur-of-the-moment deci-
sion to transfer out of MIT. After the 
cuts, Harvard’s golf coach said that 

although Harvard was not accepting 
transfer students at the time, there 
was a possibility that an exception for 
Swenson could be made if he joined 
Harvard’s golf team.

“I don’t know how serious I was 
about transferring at the time. Look-
ing back, I’m glad I didn’t,” he said.

Kristen D. Watkins ’11, now co-
captain of the Women’s Club Gym-
nastics team, claimed that many 
members of the team were aware of 
the possibility of losing varsity status. 
Still, she felt that the cut upset many 
of the gymnasts who came to MIT to 
compete on a varsity level. She her-
self originally applied to MIT only af-
ter hearing of the varsity gymnastics 
program.

“I think for a lot of people it 
was kind of upsetting to come and 
choose this school and for [DAPER] 
to cut the reason they came here,” 
she explained.

Prospective students, too, were 
frustrated. As an incoming freshman 
at the time, Ryan J. Madson ’13 was 
not at MIT when the cuts were made, 
but he was still frustrated at not being 
able to compete on a varsity level for 
MIT’s Wrestling team as he had in-
tended. “I was kind of disappointed 
that I didn’t get the opportunity [to 
compete in varsity],” he said. 

Men’s Club Gymnastics President 
and former varsity team member Ja-
cob T. Shapiro ’11, who described 
the cuts as “disappointing and frus-
trating,” said the team was confused 
about what to do next. “It wasn’t re-
ally clear what was going to happen 
with the team,” he said.

Although the initial announce-
ment struck the Varsity Pistol team 
pretty hard, they were ready to move 
on about a week later, according to 
Pistol Club Team Captain Andrew 
K. Sugaya ’11. Sugaya had suspected 
the pistol team was going to be cut 
when DAPER sent out an e-mail to 

members of the cut teams, request-
ing their presence at the April 23 
meeting.

Emotions ran high even for MIT 
students not on varsity teams. Af-
ter the announcement was made 
that cuts were imminent, but three 
weeks before the affected teams 
were announced, student-athletes 
from across MIT’s athletics programs 
staged a protest in Lobby 7. Over 100 
students attended a DAPER ques-
tion-and-answer session two days 
after the announcement was made, 
and outraged letters flooded the Tech 
Opinion inboxes. On April 13, stu-
dents “kidnapped” Tim the Beaver at 
the inaugural Beaver Bowl event dur-
ing DAPER’s annual spring Athletics 
Weekend, demanding that student 
opinion be heard and that the cuts be 
delayed at least one year. On April 24, 
the day after the sports to be cut were 
announced, the New York Times ran 
an article on the cuts, quoting a col-
umn from then-Tech opinion writer 
Ethan A. Solomon ’12 (now the Tech 
Editor in Chief) and then-varsity pis-
tol coach Will Hart.

“MIT has a certain culture,” said 
Hart to the Times. 

“The students need release. I 
hope they find something else that 
was as close to enjoyable as their 
sport was.”

“Put an emotion there, and it 
was there”

Soriero, too, recalls how difficult 
it was for her to make the announce-
ment.

“There was a lot of disappoint-
ment, hurt, frustration, and anger. 
Put an emotion there, and it was 
there,” she said.

She reasoned that supporting 41 
varsity teams had always been an is-
sue for DAPER. However, when the 
economic recession hit the Institute, 
it was time for a budget cut. More 
than 50 percent of the DAPER budget 
at the time went to varsity programs, 
she said, so there was no way to avoid 
looking at varsity programs when 
making cuts.

She states that the department 
was still picking which teams to cut 
when they announced that such a 
decision was impending. She and 
the rest of her team wanted to make 
sure that the right amount of cuts 
were made so they would never have 
to make a similar decision again.

When considering cuts, the DA-
PER administration looked at every 
team, and not just from a cost per-
spective — although Soriero does 
admit that in many cases, cuts were 
made from the most expensive sports 
per participant. Soriero cites the DA-
PER Health and Vitality Report, an 
ongoing study that started collect-

ing data in 2003, as one source of 
information. The report broke down 
topics including roster size, competi-
tion, and other trends for each team. 
DAPER also considered the league 
each team was in.

“We had a number of [varsity] 
sports that are now club that were 
competing in a club league, or they 
were only competing against club 
sports,” she explained, like pistol.  

“But we were trying to sustain 
them at a varsity level in terms of all 
the support services, coaching, com-
pliance, etc. So if they were a club 
and if they continued to compete in 
the exact same conference they were 
in, they would have the same com-
petitive opportunities as their coun-
terparts.”

At the time of the cuts, there was 
a moratorium on the number of club 
sports. Ultimately, this moratorium 
was lifted to allow the cut varsity 
sports without club equivalents the 
opportunity to continue on as club 
sports. 

Still, in the hours and days after 
the cuts were announced, few play-
ers on any team knew what to expect 
in the upcoming year.

“It was kind of just like [DAPER] 
left us to figure it out,” said Leger.

This is the first in a three-part se-
ries on the current status of MIT’s cut 
varsity sports.

T E A C H

L E A R N
T R A D E
+ QUANTITATIVE TRADING AT JANE STREET 

WILL CHALLENGE YOUR SKILLS IN A 
DYNAMIC ENVIRONMENT THAT PRIZES 
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TRADING STRATEGIES. 
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ONLY INTELLECTUAL CURIOSITY AND THE 
DESIRE TO LEARN.
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Solution to Crossword
from page 8

Solution to Techdoku
from page 7

4 1 5 3 2
3 5 4 2 1
5 2 1 4 3
2 4 3 1 5
1 3 2 5 4

Henisi. Pat, cor sum nos doloreet elesseq uatuera esectem doloboreet, con heniscidunt at, quat dolobore diam, veliquisl el ut adip eraesto duis dolor sum ex exeros ea faci ea amcommo lorper adit nullaor at, commy nosto odolenim nostrud et laore feu facidunt alit lutetue modolor accum ea am, quamcon sequat wisl ullam, consequat. Iquat. Ut el iure feugait elit, quis adionsectet ex endre facip er accum zzrit lor sustis aut verit, sed modolor eraessim et dolore duis nisis ad minit in vendrem quatums andigna feuissed enim zzriusci tem nos dipsusto od magniat wismod tat, voluptat. Ut amcon volesequisl iure deliscillam quatetum dolorpe riusto del eriusto core facilit, qui tem nonsenim zzriustrud dolore conse molestrud modolore corpercilla feu faccum quisci blan volut iustrud minim ipsum ad magnibh esequatem qui bla con volor sectem zzrit eum nonum ese dolortisis amconullaore vulla feu feu feu feum duipsus tionsectem erci tet aci endreet lor si.
Magnim do doloreet, conulput wisi ex ex eu facincilit alit iustissed eugue vel dolore vent
Henisi. Pat, cor sum nos doloreet elesseq uatuera esectem doloboreet, con heniscidunt at, quat dolobore diam, veliquisl el ut adip eraesto duis dolor sum ex exeros ea faci ea amcommo lorper adit nullaor at, commy nosto odolenim nostrud et laore feu facidunt alit lutetue modolor accum ea am, quamcon sequat wisl ullam, consequat. Iquat. Ut el iure feugait elit, quis adionsectet ex endre facip er accum zzrit lor sustis aut verit, sed modolor eraessim et dolore duis nisis ad minit in vendrem quatums andigna feuissed enim zzriusci tem nos dipsusto od magniat wismod tat, voluptat. Ut amcon volesequisl iure deliscillam quatetum dolorpe riusto del eriusto core facilit, qui tem nonsenim zzriustrud dolore conse molestrud modolore corpercilla feu faccum quisci blan volut iustrud minim ipsum ad magnibh esequatem qui bla con volor sectem zzrit eum nonum ese dolortisis amconullaore vulla feu feu feu feum duipsus tionsectem erci tet aci endreet lor si.
Magnim do doloreet, conulput wisi ex ex eu facincilit alit iustissed eugue vel dolore vent

LEGAL COUNSEL
MIT students, family, employers and 
start-ups seeking U.S. legal counsel, 
campus or office consultation. Call:

James Dennis Leary, Esq. 
321-544-0012

Solution to Sudoku
from page 7

6 8 5 7 1 2 9 3 4
9 3 4 8 6 5 7 1 2
7 2 1 3 4 9 8 6 5
5 7 8 1 2 4 6 9 3
2 4 9 6 3 8 5 7 1
1 6 3 5 9 7 2 4 8
8 5 6 4 7 1 3 2 9
4 9 7 2 5 3 1 8 6
3 1 2 9 8 6 4 5 7

COME SING with
the MIT Women’s Chorale!

Join us for wonderful music-making,
fun and friendship!

           Thursdays at 7:15 pm in 10-340
Last day to join February 10.

http://web.mit.edu/womensleague/womenschorale/
eaparr@mit.edu

An MIT Women’s League activity. Students welcome!

The MIT Press  
Bookstore

292 Main Street
Kendall Sq., Cambridge

(617) 253-5249 
books@mit.edu

9-7 M-F, 10-6 Sa, 12-6 Su
Free on-campus Delivery! 

ALONE TOGETHER
Why We Expect More 
from Technology and 
Less from Each Other

by Sherry Turkle
$28.95, Basic Books, 2011

Ne
w f

rom MIT Authors20% 
Off!at The MIT Press Books

to
re

In stock now!

A wake-up call from MIT’s 
Sherry Turkle: our use 
of technology is fueling 

disturbing levels of isolation, 
leaving us incapable of 

distinguishing between true 
human connection and 
digital communication.

Some athletes consider transfer after varsity cuts
Student athletes, Director of Athletics recall the emotions of slashing varsity sports
Varsity cuts, from Page 1
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Opening Reception:  
Friday, February 4, 1-3pm 
Maihaugen Gallery (14N-130)

Music and refreshments.
Free and open to the MIT Community.

This multimedia exhibition in the Maihaugen Gallery 

showcases in words, documents, photos and video, 

the broad and varied history of MIT.  The exhibit will 

feature original MIT documents and materials,  

including items from the MIT150 Exhibition.

‘Technology’ 
Through Time: 
150 Years of MIT History  

libraries.mit.edu/maihaugen

exhibit

By Donald G. McNeil Jr.
The New York Times

NEW YORK — On Monday, in a 
Manhattan town house that once 
belonged to polio’s most famous vic-
tim, Franklin D. Roosevelt, Bill Gates 
made an appeal for one more big 
push to wipe out world polio.

Although that battle began in 
1985 and Gates started making regu-
lar donations to the cause only in 
2005, he has emerged in the last two 
years both as one of the biggest do-
nors — he has now given $1.3 billion, 
more than the amount raised over 25 
years by Rotary International — and 
as the loudest voice for eradication.

As new outbreaks create new set-
backs each year, he has given ever 
more money, not only for research 
but for the grinding work on the 
ground: paying millions of vaccina-
tors $2 or $3 stipends to get pink po-
lio drops into the mouths of children 
in villages, slums, markets and train 
stations.

He also journeys to remote In-
dian and Nigerian villages to be 
photographed giving the drops him-
self. Though he lacks Angelina Jo-
lie’s pneumatic allure, his lingering 
“world’s richest man” cologne is just 
as aphrodisiacal to TV cameras.

He also uses that celebrity to 
press political leaders. Rich Gulf na-
tions have been criticized for giving 
little for a disease that now chiefly 
affects Muslim children; last week 
in Abu Dhabi, United Arab Emir-
ates, Gates and Crown Prince Sheik 
Mohammed bin Zayed Al Nahyan 
jointly donated $50 million each to 
vaccinate children in Pakistan and 
Afghanistan. In Davos, Switzerland, 
Gates and the British prime minis-
ter, David Cameron, announced that 
Britain would double its $30 million 
donation. Last month, when the 
Pakistani president, Asif Ali Zardari, 
went to Washington for the diplo-
mat Richard C. Holbrooke’s funeral, 
Gates offered him $65 million to ini-
tiate a new polio drive. Twelve days 
later, publicly thanking him, Zardari 
did so.

However, even as he presses for-
ward, Gates faces a hard question 
from some eradication experts and 
bioethicists: Is it right to keep trying?

Although caseloads are down 
more than 99 percent since the cam-
paign began in 1985, getting rid of 
the last 1 percent has been like try-
ing to squeeze Jell-O to death. As the 
vaccination fist closes in one coun-
try, the virus bursts out in another.

In 1985, Rotary raised $120 mil-
lion to do the job as its year-2000 

“gift to the world.”
The effort has now cost $9 billion, 

and each year consumes another $1 
billion.

By contrast, the 14-year drive to 
wipe out smallpox, according to Dr. 
Donald A. Henderson, the former 
World Health Organization officer 
who began it, cost only $500 million 
in today’s dollars.

Henderson has argued so out-
spokenly that polio cannot be eradi-
cated that he said in an interview last 
week: “I’m one of certain people that 
the WHO doesn’t invite to its experts’ 
meetings anymore.” Recently, Rich-
ard Horton, editor of The Lancet, the 
influential British medical journal, 
said via Twitter that “Bill Gates’ ob-
session with polio is distorting pri-
orities in other critical BMGF areas. 
Global health does not depend on 
polio eradication.” (The initials are 
for the Bill & Melinda Gates Founda-
tion.)

And Arthur L. Caplan, director 
of the University of Pennsylvania’s 
bioethics center, who himself spent 
nine months in a hospital with polio 
as a child, said in an interview, “We 
ought to admit that the best we can 
achieve is control.”

Those arguments infuriate Gates. 
“These cynics should do a real pa-
per that says how many kids they’re 
really talking about,” he said in an 
interview. “If you don’t keep up the 
pressure on polio, you’re accepting 
100,000 to 200,000 crippled or dead 
children a year.”

Right now, there are fewer than 
2,000. The skeptics acknowledge that 
they are arguing for accepting more 
paralysis and death as the price of 
shifting that $1 billion to vaccines and 
other measures that prevent millions 
of deaths from pneumonia, diarrhea, 
measles, meningitis and malaria.

“And think of all the money that 
would be saved,” Gates went on, 
turning sarcastic. “It’d be like 5 per-
cent of the dog food market in the 
United States.”

(Americans spend about $18 bil-
lion a year on pet food, according to 
the American Pet Products Associa-
tion.)

Both he and the skeptics agree 
that polio is far harder to beat than 
smallpox was.

One injection stops smallpox, 
but in countries with open sewers, 
children need polio drops up to 10 
times.

Only one victim in every 200 
shows symptoms, so when there are 
500 paralysis cases, as in the recent 
Congo Republic outbreak, there are 
100,000 more silent carriers.

Gates calls for final 
push to end polio
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Congratulations!
2011 Burchard Scholars

The Burchard Scholars Program brings together distinguished members of the faculty 
and promising sophomores and juniors who have demonstrated excellence in some  
aspect of the humanities, arts, and social sciences. The Burchard Program format is a 
series of dinner seminars held during the academic year to discuss topics of current 
research introduced by MIT faculty members. 

great ideas change the world

Heather Acuff Jack Jester-Weinstein
Reuben Aronson Kristin Kagetsu  
Zachary Barryte Nidhi Kulkarni
Dorota Chapko Margaret Lloyd 
Linda Xinlin Chen Lauren Ouellette 
Tiffany Cheng Yuliya Preger 
Elizabeth Choe Karan Sagar 
Sara Comis Arun Saigal 
Abismael Diaz Narendra Tallapragada 
Allison Dobry  Sasha Targ 
Melina Flores Anjali Thakkar 
Katelyn Gao  Judith Vasquez 
Elizabeth George Aditi Verma
Emily Jackson      Mark Wittels 
Sae Kyoung Jang Edward Yang 

SCHOOL OF HUMANITIES, ARTS, AND SOCIAL SCIENCES
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& 
introducing 
the

Win up to $25k per team with innovative projects 
that benefit an underserved community. 

Enter an initial proposal by February 5 for 
mentorship, feedback, and development grants at 
http://globalchallenge.mit.edu 

*Final chance to submit an initial proposal is March 5; all teams must  
enter at least one initial proposal to enter a final proposal April 5.

Join us for our Spring Generator Dinner on February 23!
RSVP to globalchallenge-rsvp@mit.edu

HEAR FROM leaders in international development. 

MEET teammates. FIND a team. PITCH your idea 
and your skills. * Sign up for a one-minute pitch today.

The world has problems. You have ideas.
We have up to $150,000 to help make your ideas reality.

sponsored by

MINOR IN HASS
Build your 3-4 subject concentration into a 6-subject minor. 
You may only need 2 or 3 more classes. 

You may find that your 3- to 4-subject 

required HASS Concentration has not 

satisfied your curiosity about your field of 

choice. By adding 2 or 3 subjects to your 

concentration, you can build a 6-subject 

minor that allows you to explore the field 

in greater depth. Each year hundreds of 

MIT undergraduates decide to minor in the 

Humanities, Arts, and Social Sciences.

great ideas change the world
SCHOOL OF HUMANITIES, ARTS, & SOCIAL SCIENCES

shass.mit.edu/undergraduate/mmj/minors

Ancient and Medieval Studies
Anthropology
Applied International Studies
Comparative Media Studies
Economics
Foreign Languages
  Chinese
  French
  German
  Japanese
  Spanish
History
History of Architecture & Art 
Linguistics
Literature
Music

Choose from 30 HASS Fields Philosophy
Political Science
Psychology
Public Policy
Regional Studies
   African and African Diaspora
   East Asian
   Latin American
   Middle Eastern
   Russian
Science, Technology, and Society
Theater Arts
Urban Studies and Planning
Visual Arts and Design
Women’s and Gender Studies
Writing
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By Matthew L. Wald
The New York Times

WASHINGTON — In his State 
of the Union address, President 
Barack Obama proposed giving 
the nuclear construction business 
a type of help it has never had, a 
role in a quota for clean energy. But 
recent setbacks in a hoped-for “nu-
clear renaissance” raise questions 
about how much of a role nuclear 
power can play.

Of four reactor projects iden-
tified by the Energy Department 
in 2009 as the most likely candi-
dates for federal loan guarantees, 
only two are moving forward. At a 
third, in Calvert Cliffs, Md., there 
has been no public sign of progress 
since the lead partner withdrew in 
October and the other partner said 
it would seek a replacement.

And at the fourth, in Texas, a 
would-be builder has been driven 
to try something never done before 
in nuclear construction: finding a 
buyer for the electricity before the 
concrete is even poured. Custom-
ers are not rushing forward, given 
that the market is awash in generat-
ing capacity and an alternative fuel, 
natural gas, is currently cheap.

“The short answer is, there has 
to be a market for the power,” said 
John Reed, an investment banker 
who specializes in nuclear projects. 
“That’s the most immediate hurdle 
these projects have to get over.”

Yet there is a fairly sturdy politi-
cal consensus in favor of building 
more reactors. By including nuclear 
power in a proposed “clean energy 
standard” shifting the electric sys-
tem away from conventional coal 
and gas, whose emissions contrib-
ute to global warming, the Obama 
administration is seeking to stoke 
such support.

Many Democrats and most Re-
publicans in Congress back nuclear 
construction, as do local officials in 
most places where reactors have 
been proposed.

Sen. Lamar Alexander, R-Tenn. 
and one of the Senate’s strongest 
proponents of nuclear power, sug-
gests Obama should make building 
100 reactors in the next 20 years 
a national priority, both for en-

ergy security and to limit climate-
changing emissions.

But for now, he acknowledges, 
the economics are not in place. 
“Right now, it’s stuck,” he said of 
the planned nuclear revival.

Some challenges are not pecu-
liar to the nuclear sector. All forms 
of clean energy, including solar 
and wind power, are undercut to 
some extent by the cheap price of 
natural gas and the surplus in gen-
erating capacity, which is linked 
partly to the recession. And federal 
caps on carbon dioxide emissions 
from coal- and gas-burning plants, 
which would benefit clean energy 

sources, are not expected until 
2012.

But some obstacles are specific 
to the nuclear industry, like the bal-
looning cost estimates for construc-
tion of reactors, which are massive 
in scale. Even when projects are 
identified as prime candidates for 
federal loan guarantees, some in-
vestment partners turn wary.

“All that uncertainty creates an 
incentive for you to wait,” said Jo-
seph Aldy, who was a special assis-
tant to Obama until December, said 
of the nuclear projects.

To counter the uncertainties, Al-
exander and others have arranged 

substantial help for the industry. 
The Nuclear Regulatory Commis-
sion has been working for more 
than 15 years to streamline reactor 
licensing to cut construction time 
and to reduce risk. And the 2005 
Energy Policy Act provided money 
for loan guarantees, subsidies for 
production from the first few reac-
tors and insurance against regula-
tory delays.

Industry executives say with 
those changes and the financial 
help, they had what they needed to 
build after a gap of three decades. 
By 2008, the NRC had 15 applica-
tions for new nuclear plants in hand 

and expected 15 more, and it asked 
Congress for budget increases for 
personnel to handle the flood.

Across from commission head-
quarters, in Rockville, Md., workers 
are now digging a foundation for a 
$131 million, 14-story office tower 
for 1,500 employees to handle an 
anticipated flood of applications. 
But many of the proposed reactors 
are fading.

The four projects identified by 
the Energy Department after the 
2005 act as the strongest candi-
dates to share a $18.5 billion pool 
of loan guarantee money underline 
the difficulties.

Apply for a Council for the Arts Grant! 
Deadlines: Friday, February 4 and Friday, April 1

arts.mit.edu/about/council/camit-grants/

US pushes nuclear energy, but its projects lag
Only two of four top reactor projects moving forward, though politicians favor them
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Epsilon Theta 
Coed Independent Living Group 

 

 

 

 

Join us for Rush! 

1/19 ‐ 2/6 
 

 

 

 

web.mit.edu/thetans/www/rush 
 

 

Come Home for College 

Know 
something 

important we 
should write 

about?

(We probably 
don’t know 

about it.)

Let us know.

news@tech.mit.edu

September 1998 
Task Force on Student 
Life and Learning Final 
Report

October 2006
UA Summary Report 
on Student Orientation 
Survey

September 2009
DUE Working Group on 
the First Year Programs

2009-2010
DUE Report to the President.

January 30, 2010
Dorm Presidents Letter to 
Clay in response to proposed 
REX changes

October 2006
Task Force on the Un-
dergraduate Educational 
Commons Final Report

2008-2009
DUE Report to the President

December 2009
The Tech Editorial Re-
sponse

January 25, 2010
Dean Julie B. Norman at the 
UA Emergency Meeting

January 31, 2010
Letter from Dean Daniel E. 
Hastings in response to The 
Tech’s article on REX changes

“Yet MIT lacks an effective 
orientation for all segments 
of the community. In general, 
undergraduate orientation 
concentrates too heavily on liv-
ing group selection: the way un-
dergraduates are asked to make 
immediate choices about living 
arrangements obscures larger 
choices and more important 
values. By and large, the current 
system of undergraduate orien-
tation detracts from the sense 
of an overall community at MIT, 
and discourages faculty-student 
interaction.”

Based on feedback from 
650 students, the UA recom-
mended to, “place emphasis on 
orientation events containing 
dynamic student-generated 
content.”

“Reduce freshman orienta-
tion from six days to three days 
- While this recommendation 
makes sense, implementation 
could take several years. Several 
stakeholder groups will need 
to be involved in the planning, 
taking into account interlinked 
activities such as Residential 
Exploration and the Advanced 
Standing Exams which freshmen 
take. Preliminary discussions 
with faculty about the Advanced 
Standing Exams are scheduled 
for late Fall.”

“Develop strategies and 
proposals for significantly reduc-
ing the FPOP and orientation 
period, including prioritizing 
programming, identifying com-
peting priorities, engaging key 
stakeholders in the discussion 
and moving to consensus on a 
new orientation model for fall 

2012.”

“We ask two things.  
First, we ask for the restoration 
of a full REX to the proposed 
schedule, as a critical part of our 
uniquely supportive housing 
system. Second, as we stand to 
gain or lose more than anyone 
else on the issue, we ask to be 
involved in any future discus-
sions of orientation.”

“The Chancellor should 
convene a faculty committee 
to examine first-year orienta-
tion and ensure a more equal 
balance among student life, 
academics, and research. As 
part of this effort, consideration 
should be given to the impact of 
the new pre-orientation first-year 
programs and how they contrib-
ute to the important intellectual 
goals of first-year orientation.”

“Early in 2009, three DUE 
working groups were formed to 
look for specific, cross-cutting, 
actionable recommendations 
within the purview of DUE that 
could save or raise money 
without compromising our mis-
sion or quality. DUE office heads 
cochaired the groups, which 
focused on (1) the first-year 
experience (i.e., freshman year 
programs and resources, includ-
ing orientation...”

“The orientation plan-
ning committee will soon be 
evaluating options for making 
Orientation cheaper as MIT 
contends with an Institute-wide 
budget crunch. Some measures 
have been suggested that have 
potential to significantly detract 
from the freshman orientation 
experience — including cutting 
the length of orientation in 
half.”

“We need not only to think 
about what potential changes 
but also what should be ac-
complished during orienta-
tion. We have stepped back to 
think about what an Orientation 
should include. Some prelimi-
nary steps have been taken, as 
the Chancellor has proceeded 
with the conversation around 
the review of orientation and 

shortening it.”

“We have one of the longest 
orientations in the country 
among our peers and many fac-
ulty feel the freshmen start the 
term too tired.  Freshmen report 
too much free time. In order to 
give a specific target, the Chan-
cellor suggested looking at how 
we can shorten orientation by 
approximately two days. Reduc-
ing orientation by this time does 
not translate to the full impact 
being on REX.”

Freshman orientation 
through the years

that the meeting is open to the MIT 
community and will focus on REX 
and Orientation. “People should 
come,” Johnson said.

At the meeting, DormCon will 
be discussing the next steps in ap-
proaching the UAAP and the Office 
of the Dean for Undergraduate Edu-
cation (DUE) about the proposal to 
shorten Orientation. According to 
Johnson, DormCon plans to meet 
with Clay and Norman.

Yesterday, a group of students 
protesting the shortening of REX 
handed out flyers at the class regis-
tration tables in DuPont. The flyers 
stated that “drastic, unjustified cuts 
to orientation are afoot, threaten-
ing everything from dorm culture to 
academics.”

Moving forward with 
orientation changes

In the coming weeks, the Stu-
dent Life Orientation Programs and 
Experiences committee, or SLOPE, 
will work with the UAAP and DUE to 
determine a final plan for the reduc-
tion of orientation. SLOPE includes 
representatives from DormCon, 
UA, FSILGs, and SaveTFP.

“I believe communication by 
all stakeholders is very important 
and I am committed to it,” Hast-
ings said in an e-mail interview 
with The Tech. Hastings advised 
students to address any concerns 
they may have with the proposed 
changes to their SLOPE represen-
tatives. 

According to Norman, the UAAP 
and DUE are working on a schedule 
for all adminstration-run events, 
including the Advanced Standing 
Exams, the Math Diagnostics Test, 
and Convocation. The remaining 
blocks of free time will be dedicated 
to student-run activities, including 
REX.

According to Hastings, the UAAP 
has been conducting background 
studies to form the proposal, includ-
ing meetings with a faculty advisory 
committee, DSL, International Stu-
dents Office, Housemasters, MIT 
Medical, DUE, and the UA emer-
gency meeting).

Students voiced concern that by 
reducing orientation by two days, 
less time would be available for of-
ficial REX activities.

Reasoning behind the 
change

Hastings acknowledged that 
shortening Orientation will “save 
resources” for MIT. However, he 
identified the recommendations of 
the 2006 Task Force on the Educa-
tional Commons Subcommittee as 
the main catalyst behind the pro-
posed reduction of Orientation.

In its final report, the task force 
recommended that “the Chancellor 
should convene a faculty commit-
tee to examine first-year orientation 
and ensure a more equal balance 
among student life, academics, and 
research. As part of this effort, con-
sideration should be given to the 
impact of the new pre-orientation 
first-year programs and how they 
contribute to the important intel-
lectual goals of first-year orienta-
tion.”

In the 2008 Educational Com-
mons Subcommittee Final Report, 
there was no mention of reviewing, 
improving, or changing orientation. 
The Institute-Wide Planning Task 
Force’s Final Report also did not 
recommend shortening Orienta-
tion.

Norman said the decision to 
shorten Orientation was based on a 
multitude of reasons, including rec-
ommendations from the Task Force 
on the Educational Commons Sub-
committee and the Institute-Wide 
Planning Task Force.

In response to the Institute bud-
get cuts, the DUE formed the Work-
ing Group on First Year Programs, 
which recommended the reduction 
of Orientation by three days. Hast-
ings said this idea was “concurrent” 
with the ideas presented by the task 
force.

“Given we already have the lon-
gest orientation period among our 
peers (including the pre-orienta-
tion programs), it made most sense 
to look at reducing the total amount 
of time,” Hastings said.

Students stress importance 
of REX

On Jan. 15, Modi, UA Vice Presi-
dent Sammi G. Wyman ’11, Nor-
man, and Associate Dean of the 
UAAP Elizabeth C. Young met to 
discuss how to present the proposal 
to MIT students.

“We jointly decided that a spe-
cial meeting of the Senate would 
be a good way to understand the 

changes and would provide a struc-
ture for giving feedback,” Modi said 
to The Tech. 

He praised Norman for being 
candid about the issue. “It’s good 
having someone who is so up-
front,” Modi said.

Norman acknowledged that stu-
dents are upset about the changes, 
but added, “We have their [stu-
dents] best interest in mind.”

Johnson met briefly with Nor-
man on Monday, Jan. 24. According 
to Johnson, Norman said that the 
events and purpose of REX would 
remain untouched. At that time 
Johnson did not think major chang-
es could happen to REX.

Johnson showed concern over 
the possibility of REX being short-
ened. “Choosing a dorm is one of 
the most important decisions stu-
dents will make during their four 
years here since it affects them both 
academically and socially,” Johnson 
said. 

Norman also believes that REX 
is an important asset to Orientation. 
“Freshman need to find a commu-
nity where they feel they belong,” 
Norman said.

In the past, Johnson acted as 
a REX chair and was able to see 
first-hand how greatly the event 
impacted students. “[REX is] a great 
opportunity to learn about the cul-
tures instead of relying on the ste-
reotypes,” Johnson said.

Alexander A. Penn ’12, incom-
ing president of Burton Conner, 
also expressed concern over REX 
being shortened. “Twenty-four 
hours isn’t enough time to get to 
know people and figure out if you 
want to live with them for the next 
four years.” 

Penn believes that REX is an es-
sential part of choosing a residence 
because it allows freshmen to meet 
upperclassmen in the dorms. “It is 
hard to get to know a dorm through 
i3 videos and pamphlets.”

Last year, 1,068 freshmen par-
ticipated in REX. About 250, or 23.4 
percent, of those freshmen entered 
the readjustment lottery, and ap-
proximately 50 percent of those 
who entered the lottery moved to a 
new dorm.

This past REX, more than 250 
events were registered for REX. 
From Saturday to Monday on that 
weekend, approximately 58 events 
were held each day.

SLOPE, UAAP, and DUE to 
finalize plan by February
Students stand by REX; DormCon plans to talk 
with Norman, Clay about shortening Orientation

Connor Kirschbaum—The Tech

Orientation, from Page 1



Tuesday, February 1, 2011 � The Tech  19

Please direct all inquiries to the “M.I.T. Purchase Program.”

Bose Wave® music system – SoundLink®

Computer MusicMonitor®

Bose is pleased to o�er special 
savings for all students, 

employees and retirees of M.I.T.

QuietComfort ® 15 
Acoustic Noise Cancelling®   headphones

Receive savings on most Bose ®       products, including the acclaimed 
Wave® music system, home entertainment systems, headphones, 
and solutions for today’s most popular portable music devices.

1-800 -298 -BOSE
©2010 Bose Corporation. Patent rights issued and/or pending. Delivery is subject to product availability.

®

®

(2673)

Receive free health and genetic screenings
Make a real difference in the lives of families 

SPERM DONORS

Invest minimal time

APPLY ONLINE:

                 SPERMBANK.com

Earn up to 

per month

- convenient Cambridge location

10% Discount on $15
(or more) order with MIT ID.

Royal Bengal
Boston’s only authentic Bengali Cuisine restaurant

Open Daily Except Monday 
11:30 am – 11:30 pm
Lunch Buffet $7.95
Reasonably Priced Dinners

313 Mass. Ave., Cambridge
(617) 491-1988

T: Red Line, Bus #1 – Central Square

Free delivery for orders over $10.
Take-out, platters, and catering available.
http://www.royalbengalrestaurant.com/

Can you beat this drawing?

Join Illustrators at The Tech!

E-mail join@tech.mit.edu
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By Nidharshan Anandasivam

A few years from now, we will look back on 
2010 and remember only certain moments in 
the world of sports — those instances of great 
influence, moments that changed the history 
and impacted the future of sports.

Here is part one of the unforgettable sports 
moments of 2010 that I think will withstand 
the test of time:

1. The World Cup and the Swarm of Bees 
(at least their sounds)

Spain claimed its first World Cup title by 
defeating the Dutch in the World Cup Fi-
nal during the waning minutes of extra time 
with Andres Iniesta’s absolute blast directed 
towards the side netting. After tremendous 
expectations and unfortunate heartbreaks 
in each of the previous World Cups, Spain 
showed the world it was finally ready to hoist 
the trophy as the best team in the world.

Opposing teams were made weary and 
audiences were electrified by the passing ex-
ecution among the Spanish defenders and 
midfielders, which was nothing less than 
impressive, as Spain kept the ball in its pos-
session throughout most of its games. But 
Spain’s victory won’t be what fans remember 
most about the World Cup.

When people think back to the time they 
watched the 2010 World Cup, some may re-
member a struggling Italy unable to make 
it to the knockout stages for a potential re-
peat championship, or an internally divided 
France filled with strikes and resignations 
after the expulsion of their star striker Nico-
las Anelka. And others may remember the 
vicious personality of Argentina’s coach and 
soccer legend Diego Maradona, or the huge 
upset that resulted from the comeback of the 
Netherlands over mighty Brazil.

But no one who watched the World Cup at 
least once could forget the acoustic unique-
ness of this event in South Africa. As soon as 
you turned on the TV and you heard the bees, 
you knew what it was. Many people argued 
that the vuvuzelas were a distraction at best, 
while others saw them as the pride of the host 

nation. Either way, the sound of a vuvuzela 
will forever be associated with and distin-
guish the 2010 World Cup from all the rest.

2. The Decision (“Wait a minute, he is on 
that team now?!”)

After LeBron James joined the Cleveland 
Cavaliers as the number one pick in the 2003 
NBA Draft, it seemed like he would show-
case his talent early, develop into one of the 
premier players in the league, and create a 
dynasty in Cleveland, especially considering 
that he was born and raised in Ohio. The first 
two happened. But the third, not so much.

Becoming Rookie of the Year in 2003–04 
and the NBA’s most valuable player in 2008–
09 and 2009–10, James transformed into a ris-
ing superstar, making the All-NBA team and 
the All-Star game every year since 2005. But 
as a free agent in 2010, James decided to leave 
the adoring fans of Cleveland and join Dwy-
ane Wade and Chris Bosh in Miami. Now, 
with superstars James and Wade on the same 
team, it is nearly impossible for defenses to 
contain the penetration of the Heat into the 
paint. The athleticism and skill of Wade and 
James has been shown to be just too much to 
handle.

LeBron’s move to Miami may have resulted 
from an intense craving for a “better chance” 
at a championship or a general disgust with 
the Cavaliers never winning it all. Either way, 
this single move has had a tremendous im-
pact so far — contributing to the improved 
versatility of the Miami Heat and the abysmal 
regular season record of the Cleveland Cava-
liers — and it promises to make history in the 
near future.

Next issue: The Wimbledon Epic and the 
Saints Come Home.

upcoming home events
Wednesday, February 2
Women’s Basketball vs. Babson College 7 p.m., Rockwell Cage

2010’s defining moments
World Cup, LeBron move made the year

2010-2011
     Dertouzos Lecture Series

Bill Weihl
Green Energy Czar
Google

Date:  Thursday, February 3, 2011
Venue:  MIT Stata Center, Building 32-123/Kirsch Auditorium
Time:  4:00-5:00pm

Green IT: Myth, Mirage, or Reality?

Abstract:  It seem like just about everyone is talking about "Green IT" these days. But what is it? Can IT be "green"? This talk will discuss 
what Google is doing to make its servers and data centers more sustainable, as well as the prospects for future improvements. It will also 
touch on ways in which IT can be used to help make the rest of the world more sustainable. 

Biography: Bill Weihl is Green Energy Czar at Google, where he leads engineering efforts in renewable energy and energy efficiency, and also 
manages the company's carbon-neutral commitment. He helped create the RE<C initiative, which is driving rapid innovation in renewable 
energy technology to make renewable electricity cost-competitive with coal-fired electricity, leveraging internal R&D, research grants, 
investments in start-ups, and policy work. He led the effort in Google to co-found the Climate Savers Computing Initiative, which has 
galvanized the industry to accelerate progress in making computing devices more energy efficient (with help from MIT as one of the early 
members!). His group also developed Google PowerMeter, which is bringing near-real-time energy information to residential consumers. 

Dr. Weihl has extensive business and technical experience in high-tech, including ten years as a professor of Computer Science at MIT, five 
years as a research scientist at Digital's Systems Research Center, and five years as Chief Architect and then CTO of Akamai Technologies. He 
received his Ph.D. in 1984 from MIT, where he worked as a graduate student on the Argus project in Prof. Liskov's research group. In fall of 
2009, he was named one of Time Magazine's 2009 Heroes of the Environment in recognition of the work he and his colleagues are doing at 
Google.
 
Hosts:  Frans Kaashoek, CSAIL

For more information: www.csail.mit.edu or 617.253.0145

No one who watched the 
World Cup at least once 
could forget the acoustic 
uniqueness of this event 
in South Africa.

Sports shorts

Yurkerwich sets 
sights on skiing 
regionals

MIT Skiing finished their IAP Train-
ing Camp with races in giant slalom 
at Gunstock on Friday and slalom at 

Blackwater on Saturday. 
Highlights from Friday’s 
race include a personal 
second best USSA points 
race for Jonathan D. Al-
len ’14, who finished 

62nd for the men; a huge personal im-
provement for Alix M. de Monts ’13, 
who finished 60th for the women; and 
a top points race for Jennifer L. Hawkin, 
who finished 66th. MIT’s third woman 
was Sarah J. Laderman ’12 in 71st. Jil-
lian R. Reddy ’11 did not finish. The 
men’s remaining scorers were Jason D. 
Pier ’13 in 28th, Michael J. Yurkerwich 
’11 in 50th, and Joshua Walker CME in 
65th.

Saturday’s race saw a better show-

ing from the entire team. Chyleigh J. 
Harmon ’14 led the women’s team, 
finishing 51st.  Behind her both Reddy 
and Hawkin had personal best USSA 
points races, coming in 73rd and 75th, 
respectively. Rounding out their scor-
ing was Laderman in 77th. De Monts 
did not finish her second run. For the 
men’s team, Allen and Walker also had 
personal best race results. They fin-
ished 59th and 60th while Pier came in 
28th. 

Yurkerwich earned another cru-
cial top-25 finish, placing 18th. He is 
in strong contention for an individual 
spot at Regionals this season. The re-
sults depend on the fifth place team in 
the league: If the men’s team from the 
University of Massachusetts is able to 
beat that from the University of Con-
necticut by a total of two places over the 
final two upcoming races, Yurkerwich 
will represent the McConnell Division. 
(If UConn finishes ahead of UMass, an 
individual from UMass will go instead.) 
Yurkerwich will know the results after 
one more slalom and one more giant 
slalom, which will be held at Wildcat in 
New Hampshire this weekend.

—Alexis Dale, Team Representative
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