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Mocha Moves masters the material

Cites lack of
‘MIT culture
and values’
By John A. Hawkinson
News Editor

Arfa Aijazi—The Tech

At Wednesday’s faculty meeting, Professor Patrick H. Winston publicly questioned the MIT administration on how it
handled the layoff of Student Support Services Dean Jacqueline R. Simonis, which
occurred in June.
Winston
asked
how Simonis’s treat- INSIDE
ment was “consistent See Winston’s
with MIT culture and comments,
values.”
The Q&A section p. 11
of the faculty meeting is customarily requested to be “off
the record.” Winston’s web page carries
a copy of his remarks, at http://csail.mit.
edu/~phw (see sidebar, page 11).
Winston cited two articles in the Sep/
Oct issue of the Faculty Newsletter (online
at http://web.mit.edu/fnl), one a chronology of events and one a response by Chancellor Philip L. Clay PhD ’75.
The chronology included a concerned
letter from President Emeritus Paul E.
Gray ’54 and five senior faculty members
summarizing issues with Simonis’s firing.
The letter said she was let go “for financial
reasons,” though she received no advance
notice, was told to be available for the
transition, and was barred from speaking
to her colleagues or returning to her office.
Simonis’s layoff upset members of the
faculty and generated a significant outcry,
both in letters and personal communications. That response was one of the factors
that led Clay to charge a task force with
evaluating S^3’s future. Simonis had been
Winston, Page 11

School is still in session: Mocha Moves’ Armand E. Mignot ’10 performs at the group’s fifth annual show, MoCurriculum, which took
place in Little Kresge last weekend.

Students band together to save Band
Musical sculptures to play once more at Kendall Station
By Ziwei Hao
Staff Reporter

Pythagoras, Kepler, Galileo
may have finally found their saviors — in MIT students. Recently,
students formed a group to restore the three musical sculp-

It’s Not Love,
Actually
Valentine’s Day is 125
minutes of celebrity
speed dating. It’s as
tragic as you might
expect. Arts, p. 8

The Kendall Band was created by local artist Paul Matisse
and installed in 1987. It is composed of Pythagoras, a set of
long tubular bells; Kepler, a large
metal ring; and Kepler, a rumbling sheet of metal. In 2007, The
Boston Globe reported that the

Jasmine Florentine—The Tech

“Pythagoras” is one of three musical installations in the Kendall T station, all of which have
fallen into disrepair. Its bells are tuned to B-minor and produce a mellow tone with subtle vibrato.

Six elected to Nat’l Acad. of Engineering
Five MIT professors and one corporation member were elected to the
National Academy of Engineering, the
academy announced Wednesday:
• Cynthia Barnhart PhD ’88, professor of civil and environmental engineering and engineering systems,
director of Transportation@MIT and
co-director of MIT’s Operations Research Center.
• Gang Chen PhD ’99, professor of
mechanical engineering and director
of Pappalardo Micro and Nano Engineering Laboratories.
• Robert E. Cohen, professor of
chemical engineering and co-director

tures in the Kendall T station,
which have been in disrepair
since at least 2007.
Though the timeline is still
up in air, members of the Kendall Band Preservation Society
estimate that repairs will begin
within a month.

of the DuPont-MIT Alliance, and chair
of the PhD CEP Steering Committee
in the Department of Chemical Engineering.
• Andrew J. Whittle ScD ’87, head of
the Department of Civil and Environmental Engineering.
• Alan S. Willsky ’69 professor of
electrical engineering and computer
science and co-director of Laboratory
for Information and Decision Systems.
• Arthur Gelb ’61, corporation
member (chairman of the ESD visiting
committee, and member of the EECS,
Media Lab, Aero/Astro, and Brain &
Cog. Sci visiting committees).

Making Schools Modern
U.S. public education needs to catch up
with the times. OPN, p. 4

Who’s afraid of IRAN?
We should be more afraid of the
hawkish fearmongers. OPN, p. 5

In Short
Campus Dining won’t change before Fall
2011, according UA President Mike Bennie,
who met with Dean Colombo last week Thursday to discuss dining issues.
Computer Engineer Barbie, decked out in
pink glasses, a Bluetooth headset, and a pink
laptop, will be Mattel’s next Barbie doll. For
Barbie’s 125th career, Mattel asked people to
vote for her next profession in an online poll.
Computer engineer beat out environmentalist,
architect and news anchor. The new Barbie is
scheduled to ship by October.
Alexander W. Dehnert ’12 was elected to the
Association of Student Activities for a 3-month
term at last night’s meeting, serving as undergraduate member at large; he already serves as

Massachusetts Bay Transportation Authority did not have the
money to repair the sculptures.
They have remained broken or
barely functioning.
Seth G. Parker, a principal
at Levitan & Associates, a local
energy consulting firm got the
idea late last year that MIT could
help. Parker contacted Clarise E.
Snyder, who heads the Concerts
Office in Music and Theater Arts,
to ask if MIT students were interested in fixing the Kendall Band.
Snyder passed on the message. “I was intrigued by the idea
and said that it seemed like a very
good fit for MIT music and engineering students,” Snyder said.
She first contacted Matisse, who
was “delighted at the prospect of
having MIT students repair the
sculpture,” she said.
The first steps of the project
involved gathering details on
repairs from Matisse and getting
approval from the MBTA. Next,
Kendall, Page 14

treasurer of the Undergraduate Association as
well as the Educational Studies Program. Keone D. Han G and Nichole D. Teague ’12 were
confirmed in their recess appointments, filling
vacancies left by Paul Baranay ’11 and Rachel E.
Meyer ’12. Han serves as president and Teague
as treasurer. Rebecca E. Krentz-Wee ’11 replaces Teague as secretary.
MIT’s men’s volleyball team continued its
winning streak by defeating Harvard 3-0 on
Wednesday. (See Sports, back page.)
The Logs, Chorollaries, Imobilare and Resonance will be performing at a Haiti benefit concert organized by MIT Habitat for Humanity
this Saturday at 7 p.m. in 10-250. Tickets are $5
online at http://sao.mit.edu/tickets/2010/haitibenefit, and $7 at the door. Proceeds will go toward helping Haiti rebuild.

Rawr, nothing we
haven’t seen before

When the Piano
Becomes more

Wolfman relies too much
on old horror clichés,
begging us to be scared of
special effects. ARTS, p. 9

In duets, virtuosos
Goode and Biss turn
it into a full orchestra.
And the two even get
along. ARTS, p. 9
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Today: Mostly cloudy. NW winds 15-25 mph. High 41°F (5°C).
Tonight: Partly cloudy. NW winds 15-25 mph. Low 29°F (-2°C).
Tomorrow: Partly cloudy. NW winds 10-20 mph. High 42°F (6°C).
Sunday: Partly cloudy. NW winds 10-20 mph. High 41°F (5°C).
Monday: Partly cloudy then cloudy late. Light winds. High 39°F
(4°C).
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warm temperatures have caused the
snow to be quite soft during the day
posing an added challenge to athletes
as they adapt on the fly to the changing
conditions.
The entire region, including the
U.S. Pacific Northwest, has seen a
warm January and February with Seattle recording its warmest January
on record. With El Niño conditions
continuing in the Pacific, the weather
pattern will likely remain quite warm
and relatively dry for the remainder of
the Olympics and well into spring. In
contrast, our neighbors to our south
around Philadelphia and Washington
D.C. have surpassed their seasonal
snowfall records and would certainly
be willing to export all of their snow to
British Columbia.

Extended Forecast

on Pakistan as a rear base.
Jostling over the prize began
as soon as Baradar was identified.
Officials with the Directorate for
Inter-Services Intelligence, Pakistan’s military spy agency, limited
American access to Baradar, not
permitting direct questioning by
CIA officers until about two weeks
after the raid, according to U.S. officials who discussed the issue on
condition of anonymity.
“The Pakistanis are an independent partner, and sometimes
they show it,” said one U.S. official
briefed on the matter. “We don’t
always love what they do, but if it
weren’t for them, Mullah Baradar
and a lot of other terrorists would
still be walking around killing people.”
Baradar is talking a little, though
he is viewed as a formidable, hardline opponent whose interrogation
will be a long-term effort, according to U.S. and Pakistani officials.
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If you’ve been watching the Olympics, you’re probably well aware of the
weather problems that have plagued
the outdoor Olympic venues, especially Cypress Mountain where the
freestyle and snowboard events are
being held. Since the sites are selected
way ahead of time, there is no way to
forecast how the weather will play out
during the games themselves. Unfortunately for Vancouver, an exceptionally warm winter has caused a severe
shortage of snow at Cypress Mountain.
Snow actually had to be transported
down from higher elevations in order
to firm up the courses. Though there is
plenty of snow to be found at Whistler,

W

WASHINGTON — When Pakistani security officers raided a
house outside Karachi in late January, they had no idea that they had
just made their most important
capture in years.
U.S. intelligence agencies had
intercepted communications saying militants with a possible link
to the Taliban’s top military commander, Mullah Abdul Ghani Baradar, were meeting. Tipped off by
the Americans, Pakistani counterterrorist officers took several men
into custody, meeting no resistance.
Only after a careful process of
identification did Pakistani and
U.S. officials realize they had captured Baradar himself, the man
who has long overseen the Taliban
insurgency against U.S., NATO and

5°

The New York Times

Melting Winter Games
STAFF METEorologist

Afghan troops in Afghanistan.
New details of the raid indicate
that the arrest of the No. 2 Taliban
leader was not necessarily the result of a new determination by
Pakistan to go after the Taliban, or
a bid to improve its strategic position in the region. Rather, it may be
something more prosaic: “a lucky
accident,” as one U.S. official called
it. “No one knew what they were
getting,” he said.
Relations between the intelligence services of the United
States and Pakistan have long been
marred by mutual suspicions that
Pakistan has sheltered the Afghan
Taliban. The Pakistanis have long
denied it.
Baradar’s capture was followed by the arrests of two Taliban
“shadow governors” elsewhere in
Pakistan. While the arrests showed
a degree of Pakistani cooperation,
they also demonstrated how the
Taliban leadership has depended

70

By Scott Shane
and Eric Schmitt

Weather
By Brian H. Tang

has raised a special sort of public
anxiety, as in 2006, when a Yankees
pitcher and his flight instructor died
in a crash in Manhattan.
Stack’s aircraft, a single-engine,
fixed-wing Piper PA-28-236 registered in California, took off from
the Georgetown Municipal Airport,
about 25 miles north of Austin, at
9:40 a.m., the Federal Aviation Administration said.
At 9:56, the plane tore into a
seven-story office building at 9430
Research Boulevard, about seven
miles northwest of the State Capitol, local authorities said. Flames
and smoke engulfed the building,
sending big black burned panels
to the ground. Emergency medical
officials said two men were injured,
both in the fire. One was transported to a burn unit in San Antonio. A
third office worker was described
only as “unaccounted for.”
Aside from the IRS, private organizations including an education
center affiliated with St. Edward’s
University maintain offices in the
building, according to address records. The local office of the FBI is
in a separate part of the complex.

Arrest of number two in Taliban
was largely a result of luck

11
5

When it comes to new rules for marketing so-called light
cigarettes, tobacco companies plan to honor the letter of the
law — but to shade the truth, critics say.
Come June, under the new federal tobacco law, cigarette
companies will no longer be allowed to use words like “light”
or “mild” on packages to imply that some cigarettes are safer
than others.
But in a move that critics say simply skirts the new rules,
tobacco companies plan to use packaging to make those same
distinctions: light colors for light cigarettes.
So Marlboro Lights, the nation’s best-selling brand, from
Philip Morris, will be renamed Marlboro Gold, according to a
flier the company recently sent to distributors. Likewise, Marlboro Ultra Lights will morph into Marlboro Silver.
—Duff Wilson, The New York Times

AUSTIN, TEXAS — Leaving behind a rant against the government,
big business and particularly the tax
system, a 53-year-old computer engineer smashed a small aircraft into
an office building where nearly 200
employees of the IRS were starting
their workday on Thursday morning, the authorities said.
Aside from the death of the pilot
himself, identified as Joseph Andrew Stack of North Austin, only
two serious injuries were reported
in the crash and subsequent fire,
which initially inspired fears of a
terrorist attack and drew nationwide attention.
But in place of the typical portrait of a terrorist driven by ideology, Stack was described as generally easygoing, a talented amateur
musician with marital troubles and
a maddening grudge against the tax
authorities.
“I knew Joe had a hangup with
the IRS on account of them breaking him, taking his savings away,”
said Jack Cook, the stepfather of

W

Big tobacco bets smokers will
see the ‘lights’

Stack’s wife, in a telephone interview from his home in Oklahoma.
“And that’s undoubtedly the reason
he flew the airplane against that
building. Not to kill people, but just
to damage the IRS.”
Within hours of the crash, before
the death or even the identity of the
pilot had been confirmed, officials
ruled out any connection to terrorist groups or causes.
“The main thing I want to put
out there is that this is an isolated
incident here; there is no cause for
alarm,” said the Austin police chief,
Art Acevedo, in a televised news
conference at midday. Asked how
he could be sure, Acevedo said,
“You have to take my word at it,
don’t you?”
As the Department of Homeland
Security opened an investigation
and President Barack Obama received a briefing from his counterterrorism adviser, John O. Brennan,
federal officials emphasized the
same message, describing the case
as a criminal inquiry.
Since the attacks of Sept. 11,
2001, the threat of terrorists using
airplanes to crash into buildings

The New York Times

0°

WASHINGTON — Facing relentless fiscal pressure and
exploding demand for government health care, virtually every state is making or considering substantial cuts in Medicaid, even as Democrats push to add 15 million people to
the rolls.
Because they are temporarily barred from reducing eligibility, states have been left to cut optional benefits, like dental
and vision care, and reduce payments to doctors and other
health care providers.
In some states, governors are trying to avoid the deepest
cuts by pushing for increases in tobacco taxes or new levies on
hospitals and doctors, but many of those proposals are running into election-year trouble in conservative legislatures.
The Medicaid program already pays doctors and hospitals at levels well below those of Medicare and private insurance, and often below actual costs. Large numbers of doctors,
therefore, do not accept Medicaid patients, and payment cuts
may further discourage participation in the program, which
primarily serves low-income children, disabled adults and
nursing home residents.
—Kevin Sack and Robert Pear, The New York Times

By Michael Brick

12

Demand for health care has
states weighing Medicaid cuts

Pilot crashes plane into IRS
building; no terror link seen

5°

WASHINGTON — President Barack Obama met with the
Dalai Lama on Thursday, welcoming the exiled Tibetan spiritual leader to the White House for a low-profile meeting that
nonetheless raised the hackles of China.
The two men spoke about democracy, human rights and
the need to preserve Tibet’s religious identity and culture — all
issues that, predictably, irritated Beijing.
In a written statement after the meeting, the White House
said Obama had expressed support for the preservation of Tibet’s “unique religious, cultural and linguistic identity and the
protection of human rights for Tibetans in the People’s Republic of China.”
The meeting, which the White House put off last year so as
not to interfere with Obama’s trip to Beijing in November, is the
latest evidence of the more muscular posture that the Obama
administration has been adopting with China, after a year in
which China has taken a firm stance with the United States on
a number of issues.
The meeting on Thursday between Obama and the Dalai
Lama did not go over well with Chinese officials. China, which
regards the Dalai Lama as an advocate of Tibetan independence, condemned the meeting, saying that it was “strongly
dissatisfied” and that it expected the United States to try to
make amends.
—Helene Cooper, The New York Times
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Obama meets Dalai Lama
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By John Markoff
The New York Times

A malicious software program
has infected the computers of more
than 2,500 corporations around the
world, according to NetWitness, a
computer network security firm.
The malicious program, or botnet, can commandeer the operating systems of both residential and
corporate computing systems via
the Internet. Such botnets are used
by computer criminals for a range of
illicit activities, including sending email spam and stealing digital documents and passwords from infected
computers. In many cases they install so-called keystroke loggers to
capture personal information.
The current infection is modest
compared with some of the largest known botnets. For example, a
system known as Conficker, created
in late 2008, infected as many as 15
million computers at its peak and
continues to contaminate more than
seven million systems globally.
Botnet attacks are not unusual.
Currently Shadowserver, an organization that tracks botnet activity, is

monitoring 5,900 separate botnets.
Several computer security specialists also disputed the company’s
assertion that the botnet was a novel
discovery. This type of infection is
well known to the computer security
research community and is routinely tracked by a monitoring system
that has identified more than 1,300
botnets of this design.
NetWitness said in a release that
it had discovered the program last
month while the company was installing monitoring systems. The
company named it the Kneber botnet based on a username that linked
the infected systems.
The purpose appears to be to
gather login credentials to online
financial systems, social networking
sites and e-mail systems, and then
to transmit that information to the
system’s controllers, the company
said.
The company’s investigation determined that the botnet had been
able to compromise both commercial and government systems, including 68,000 corporate login credentials. It has also gained access
to e-mail systems, online banking

accounts, Facebook, Yahoo, Hotmail and other social network credentials, along with more than 2,000
digital security certificates and a significant cache of personal identity
information.
“These large-scale compromises
of enterprise networks have reached
epidemic levels,” said Amit Yoran,
chief executive of NetWitness and
former director of the National Cyber Security Division of the Department of Homeland Security.
“Cyber criminal elements, like
the Kneber crew, quietly and diligently target and compromise thousands of government and commercial organizations across the globe.”
The company, which is based in
Herndon, Va., noted that the new
botnet made sophisticated use of a
well-known Trojan Horse — a backdoor entryway to attack — that the
computer security community had
previously identified as ZeuS.
“Many security analysts tend to
classify ZeuS solely as a Trojan that
steals banking information,” said
Alex Cox, the principal analyst at
NetWitness responsible for uncovering the Kneber botnet.

Judge keeps his word to
immigrant who kept his
By Nina Bernstein
The New York Times

The judge and the juvenile had
grown up on the same mean streets,
40 years apart. And in fall 1996, they
faced each other in a New York
court where children are prosecuted as adults, but sentenced like
candidates for redemption.
The teenager, a gifted student,
was pleading guilty to a string of
muggings committed at 15 with an
eclectic crew in Manhattan’s Chinatown. The judge, who remembered the pitfalls of Little Italy in
the 1950s, urged him to use his sentence — three to nine years in a reformatory — as a chance to turn his
life around.
“If you do that, I am here to stand
behind you,” the judge, Michael
A. Corriero, promised. The youth,
Qing Hong Wu, vowed to change.
Wu kept his word. He was a
model inmate, earning release after
three years. He became the main
support of his immigrant mother,

studying and working his way up
from data entry clerk to vice president for Internet technology at a
national company.
But almost 15 years after his
crimes, by applying for citizenship,
Wu, 29, came to the attention of immigration authorities in a parallel
law enforcement system that makes
no allowances for rehabilitation. He
was abruptly locked up in November as a “criminal alien,” subject to
mandatory deportation to China
— the nation he left at 5, when his
family immigrated legally to the
United States.
Now Judge Corriero, 67, retired
from the bench, is trying to keep his
side of the bargain.
“Wu earned his second chance,”
the judge wrote in a letter supporting a petition to Gov. David A.
Paterson for a pardon that would
erase Wu’s criminal record and stop
the deportation proceedings. “He
should have the opportunity to remain in this country.”
The letter is one of dozens of tes-

timonials, including appeals from
Wu’s fiancée, mother and sisters,
who are all citizens; from the Police
Benevolent Association, where Wu
used to work; and from his employers at the Centerline Capital Group,
a real estate financial and management company, where his boss,
Tom Pope, calls Wu “a shining star.”
But under laws enacted in 1996,
the same year Wu was sentenced,
the immigration judge hearing the
deportation case has no discretion
to consider any of it. For Wu, who
remains in a cell in the Monmouth
County Correctional Institute in
Freehold, N.J., the best hope may
be that the Manhattan district attorney will retroactively allow him
the “youthful offender” status that
would scrub his record clean.
“The law is so inflexible,” said
Judge Corriero, now executive director of Big Brothers Big Sisters
of New York City and the author of
“Judging Children as Children: A
Proposal for a Juvenile Justice System.”

In surprise move, Fed raises key
interest rate
By Sewell Chan
The New York Times

WASHINGTON — Taking a step
to normalize lending after holding interest rates to extraordinary
lows for more than a year to prop
up the financial system, the Federal
Reserve on Thursday raised the interest rate it charges on short-term
loans to banks.
While the central bank had telegraphed its intentions to take such a
step, the timing was a surprise. The
announcement was made after the
stock market had closed in a carefully worded statement that emphasized that the Fed was not yet
ready to begin a broad tightening of
credit that would affect businesses
and consumers as they struggle to
recover from the economic crisis.
But while the move will not directly affect home mortgage, credit
card or auto loan rates, it was a clear
signal to the markets, politicians in
Washington and the country as a

whole that the era of extraordinarily
cheap money necessitated by the
crisis was drawing gradually to a
close.
The Fed announced that it was
increasing its discount rate on loans
made directly to banks by a quarter
of a percentage point, to 0.75 percent from 0.50 percent, effective
Friday.
It also took a number of other
steps to begin unwinding its efforts
to keep the banking system functioning after the real estate bubble
inflicted huge losses that were amplified by sophisticated bets made
by Wall Street.
Given the slow and uneven nature of the recovery, an unemployment rate still close to 10 percent
and fears of a new wave of mortgage
defaults, particularly in commercial
real estate, few economists expect
the Fed to begin a campaign of
broader interest rate increases. The
central bank reaffirmed last month
that the key short-term interest

rate it controls would remain “exceptionally low” for an “extended
period,” language it has used since
March.
Having taken a baby step toward
a return to normalcy, the Fed’s
chairman, Ben S. Bernanke PhD
’79, now faces a delicate dance in
the months ahead.
The central bank will try to drain
from the financial system some of
the money it created to keep banks
and the economy afloat over the
last two years. And at some point
it will begin putting upward pressure on interest rates by raising its
benchmark fed funds rate, the rate
at which banks lend to each other
overnight.
Uncertainty surrounds the timing and sequence of those steps.
Bernanke is scheduled to present the Fed’s semiannual monetary policy report to the House
on Wednesday and the Senate on
Thursday — testimony the markets
will watch closely.

U.N. climate chief quits,
deepening sense of disarray
UNITED NATIONS — The sense of disarray in the global effort
to address climate change deepened Thursday with the resignation
of Yvo de Boer, the stolid Dutch bureaucrat who led the international climate change negotiations over four tumultuous years.
His departure, which takes effect on July 1, comes after a largely
unsuccessful meeting in Copenhagen in December that was supposed to produce a binding international treaty but instead generated mostly acrimony and a series of unenforceable pledges by
nations to reduce their global warming emissions.
De Boer did not directly link his decision to step down to the
chaos at Copenhagen. But he was known to be frustrated and
exhausted by the meeting’s failures. His resignation was seen by
some as a further sign that the U.N. framework, which for almost
two decades has been viewed as the best approach to tackling
global warming, may have outlived its usefulness. And it raised
questions about whether any significant progress toward a global
treaty would be made by December, when the next U.N. climate
talks are to be held in Cancun, Mexico.
—Neil MacFarquhar and John M. Broder, The New York Times

Ex-head of New York police sentenced to 4 years in prison
WHITE PLAINS, NEW YORK — Bernard B. Kerik, a former New
York police commissioner who rose to national prominence, was
sentenced to four years in prison on Thursday after pleading guilty
to eight felony charges, including tax fraud and lying to White
House officials.
Under the terms of a plea agreement, the prosecution and the
defense recommended that U.S. District Judge Stephen C. Robinson sentence Kerik to 27 to 33 months in prison. But the judge departed from the sentencing recommendations, giving Kerik a longer sentence because he said he had betrayed the public’s trust.
Kerik will begin serving his sentence on May 17.
Kerik later served as police commissioner, and his performance
after the 9/11 attacks turned him into a national figure, earning him
the respect of President George W. Bush, who nominated him to lead
the Department of Homeland Security. That bid quickly collapsed in
scandal, marking the beginning of the end of Kerik’s career.
The case against Kerik centered on charges that a New Jersey
construction company, the Interstate Industrial Corp., which was
suspected of ties to organized crime, had paid for renovations at his
home in the Riverdale section of the Bronx.
—Sam Dolnick, The New York Times

Inspectors say Iran worked on
warhead
WASHINGTON — The United Nations’ nuclear inspectors declared for the first time on Thursday that they had extensive evidence of “past or current undisclosed activities” by Iran’s military
to develop a nuclear warhead, an unusually strongly worded conclusion that seems certain to accelerate Iran’s confrontation with
the United States and other Western countries.
The report, the first under the new director of the International
Atomic Energy Agency, Yukiya Amano, also concluded that Iran’s
weapons-related activity apparently continued “beyond 2004,”
contradicting an American intelligence assessment published a
little over two years ago that concluded work on a bomb was suspended at the end of 2003.
The report confirms that Iran has enriched small quantities of
uranium to 20 percent, but makes no assessment of how close it
might be to producing a nuclear weapon, which Tehran denies it
is seeking to do.
At a briefing at the White House shortly after the agency’s report
was released, senior administration officials said they saw continuing evidence that Iran has to struggle just to keep its uranium-enrichment equipment running.
—David E. Sanger and William J. Broad, The New York Times
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Corrections

Because of an editing error, a Tuesday article on the MIT-Washington Office stated
incorrectly that Scott A. Uebelhart ’98 is a current postdoctoral fellow and is working on a
white paper entitled “The Future of Human Spaceflight.” Uebelhart has already finished
his postdoctoral work, and published the white paper in 2008.

A new model of public education
Let’s take education out of the nineteenth century
By Ryan Normandin
staff columnist

This is the last in a three-part series on
education reform in America.
Why do students have a summer vacation? Why are students taught, for the
most part, in rows of desks in square, boxlike classrooms? Why are mathematics
and language given a higher priority than
humanities and arts? So many of today’s
practices in public education are outdated,
based on what we thought we knew and the
way things were many years ago. Summer
vacation was created so that sons could
help their fathers harvest crops. Students
sit in rows and are lectured to because,
countless years ago, it was believed that
lecturing was the most effective method of
teaching. Why hasn’t education caught up
to the times?
Traditionally, learning was a highly
independent process. Students were told
not to talk to their peers. Rows allowed the
teacher to ensure that he had a class’s full
attention while he talked at them. Math
and science are priorities in public education systems around the world because the
modern public education system was born
during the Industrial Revolution. At that
time, math and science were the useful areas which would get students a job upon
graduation.
We no longer live in the Industrial Revolution. We no longer need children to help
their family harvest crops over the summer.
Research has shown students retain only
five percent of what they learn in lecture,
making it one of the least efficient ways of
teaching. Over the summer, students forget so much information that teachers are
forced to spend valuable time reviewing old
material. The fact that our model of public
education has not undergone significant
change in 200 years is a major factor in the
decline of American education. It is time to
turn that around. There are three areas that
we must examine: the school year, what is
taught, and how it is taught.
The United States’ school year currently
stretches from about September to June.
During this time, there are week-long vacations in December, February, and April.
Changing this schedule must be a priority, and America must implement a school
year that actually goes all year. Instead of
one summer vacation and three weeks
off, offer students a week off every other
month.
The benefits will be numerous. First,
students will be in school more often, giving them time to both learn material indepth and to be creative in doing things
they enjoy. It will eliminate, for the most
part, any significant time lost on reviewing
forgotten material.
Of course, there are problems, mainly
economic, with a year-round school year
that must be addressed. Tourism will decline. Locations that are popular for visits
and vacations during the summer months
will suffer financial losses. In addition, a

significant amount of money will be required to compensate teachers for the longer amounts of time they’ll be working.
In the short term, these losses will be
painful, but the long term benefits are undeniable. Our schools will be producing
students who are more prepared to face
the world, to compete nationally and internationally, and to make a difference in
their country and world. With the creativity
and potential that can be fostered with the
extra class time, new industries will spring
up, providing new jobs for thousands and
allowing federal and state governments to
recoup through taxes some of the money
lost on increased teachers’ wages.
Tourism sites will not have a respite,
but they will continue to function and continue to make billions. Consider the choice
before us: Disney World can roll in money,
or your children can have the best education in the world.
What should be taught in these new,
full-time schools? The curriculum as we
know it needs to essentially be dumped.
Sir Ken Robinson, who served on the Brit-

Public education hasn’t
changed in 200 years.
It’s time to turn that
around.
ish government’s 1998 advisory committee on creative and cultural education,
argues that school systems are crushing
the creativity out of students; I agree with
him. Memorize these facts for science and
history. Write research papers on novels
that are only well-known because teachers buy them in bulk and force students to
read them. Do these math problems. That’s
what most public education systems endorse and prioritize.
Our public high schools do not have
balanced curricula. The student who excels at math has a much easier time finding
classes that cater to his/her needs than the
student who wants to be an artist, a fantasy
writer, or even an actor. In fact, except for
perhaps a single class entitled “Drama,”
many schools resign drama to an afterschool program. Yet it would never even be
conceivable to offer a single math course
during the year and tell any interested students who excelled in it to take it up in their
own free time.
As I have mentioned before, the world
as we know it is rapidly changing, and our
schools cannot continue catering only to
the needs of certain children. There is no
reason why a student who loves one subject should be discouraged because “they
could never get a job doing that.” Moreover, the current system is, economically,
unsustainable. Already, the signs of “degree inflation” have begun to show. Jobs
that once required only high school diplomas now seek bachelor’s degrees. Jobs
that wanted a BA now want a Master’s. The
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human population grows exponentially,
so before long everyone will have a degree
and no one will have a job. Creativity will be
what makes people valuable. Rather than
channeling everyone into the mold of an
engineer or another profession in the sciences, schools must seek to develop each
child’s unique abilities and permit them to
become more than just another number in
a field they find only marginally enjoyable.
Specialized schools, sometimes referred
to as magnet schools, can deal with this issue. It is unrealistic to expect every public
high school to give an in-depth education
in every conceivable area to every student.
The goal must be to avoid “reverse discrimination” by forcing students who enjoy math
and science to do drama or art to the same
depth. The solution is to create regionalized
schools which would each have a different
focus. After grade 8 or 9, students, with input from teachers and parents, would select a regional high school to attend. Based
on their interests and proficiency, they
could attend a school for math and science, a school for government and politics,
a school for writing or a school for art and
drama. These schools would provide a basic education in all areas of the curriculum,
but would focus on and emphasize the material that attendees are interested in. The
end result will undoubtedly be higher rates
of job satisfaction, greater productivity,
greater diversity, and the recognition that
academic intelligence isn’t the only definition of the word “smart.”
The final very important aspect of reform is the way in which material is taught,
along with the underlying themes tying
all the schools together. The methods of
teaching would obviously vary from school
to school based on specialty, but certain
practices can be broadly implemented.
Students should be engaged in their learning; rather than being talked at, they have
hands-on projects with real applications.
This should be coupled with giving back to
the community and developing good citizenship.
New schools must be built to cater to the
needs of the 21st century. In acknowledgement of a digital age, regardless of speciality, schools should have computer labs. In
addition, “Government” needs to become
a required class, so that every American
has an understanding of how their government and country operates and what
the Constitution provides. To be able to
spread their knowledge, students need to
be taught effective communication skills,
both written and oral.
We face a new frontier in America, one
far more fundamental than going to the
moon or splitting the atom. We need to
properly educate our children before it
is too late. To do this, we need sweeping
reforms throughout America, stretching
from national standards to an overhaul of
the old curricula and models of public education. It is time to stop using a system of
education that was cutting-edge two hundred years ago.
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Should we bomb Iran?

Aggressive posturing towards Iran will only dig the hole deeper
Anurag Maheshwari
Last week the hostile-war rhetoric
against Iran went up a few notches. Hillary
Clinton, the State Department’s warrior
princess, declared that Iran is transforming from a theocracy to an outright military
dictatorship. Clinton’s statement came after
the Senate overwhelmingly voted for punitive sanctions against Iran including denying the Iranian people essential household
items such as gasoline.
Hostilities with Iran are nothing new. In
1953 the CIA overthrew Iran’s democratically elected government and replaced it with
a cruel dictatorship in order to control the
country’s energy resources. The resulting
1979 Islamic revolution was a black mark
against the subversive and hostile policies
of neocons in Washington, D.C. The 198188 Iran-Iraq war financed by Washington to
arm Saddam Hussein confirmed the suspicions of many Iranians that the overarching agenda is to capture Iranian natural resources and install a puppet government.
Propaganda outlets such as The New
York Times, CNN and The Boston Globe
ceaselessly propagate the canard that Iran
threatens Europe and is likely to launch a
missile attack on European continent at
some point in future. Then, they argue that
we need to install missile defenses in Europe, controlled by NATO, to protect our European vassals. Are Iranians such lunatics
that they would launch an attack on Europe
for no reason?
Iran represents a 2,700 year old civilization and except for a brief incursion against
the Greeks in 545 B,C, under Cyrus the
Great, Iran has never committed an act of
aggression against Europe. The European
Union has seven times the population, 50
times the GDP of Iran, and possesses hundreds of nuclear missiles while Iran has
none. The EU is more than 1,000 miles away
and does not share any borders with Iran,
yet Washington, through NATO, continues
to arbitrarily decide who Europe’s enemies
are. To date no Iranians, who are 90 percent
Shiite, have been implicated in any terror
or suicide bombings in Europe or North
America.
Iran’s internal and external environment

is precarious. Besides American encirclement, Iran’s Shiite population is surrounded by hostile and extremely radicalized
Sunni Arabs, Turks, Pashtuns and Punjabis,
whose explosive birth rates between 4–7
children per woman far outpace Iran’s replacement rate fertility of 2.1 children per
woman. And although the Iranian population of 72 million is young, with a median
age of 27 years, and likely to grow to 90 million by 2030, this Shia-Sunni demographic
divide between a Shiite Iran and its Sunni
neighbors poses formidable long term security challenges.

There has never been
a natural Iran-Israel
enmity, unlike the
chronically malignant
Arab-Israeli conflicts.
Iran’s arable land is a meager 10.1 percent of its territory, making it extremely vulnerable in food security and infrastructure.
Its dilapidated military and industrial base
is increasingly reliant on Chinese money
and technology, while its best and brightest people are emigrating to North America
and Europe — a persistent brain drain. Recently, Iran’s poor and middle-class have
been engaging in mass protests, demanding
jobs and a decent life.
Faced with such perilous circumstances,
Iran’s theocratic oligarchy has been fearful
that its three decades long misrule might
lead to an imploding Iran. To channel the
Iranian people’s frustration in this encircled
and isolated environment, the mullahs fall
back to their tried and tested policy of projecting Israel as Iran’s arch foe. They sell
this idea as a Jewish-Islamic struggle in a
failed attempt to build a grand Arab-Iranian
Shia-Sunni coalition against the Israeli “occupier.”
From a strategic perspective there has
never been a natural Iran-Israel enmity, unlike the chronically malignant Arab-Israeli
conflicts. Iran, which is more than 600 miles
away from Israel, never had any historic,
economic or territorial competition with it.

UA Update

Campaigns, composting,
and N.E.R.D
Composting at MIT is expanding!
Composting facilities are now available
at Cafe Four and in Stata. Additionally,
there are compostable take-out containers at many on-campus dining locations:
Bosworth’s, Cafe Four, Steam Cafe, Stata,
and Refresher Course.
Candidates for UA President, VicePresident, and class councils need to
submit signatures, platform statements,
and photographs by Friday, February
26 at 5 p.m in the UA office (W20-401).

Questions should be e-mailed to uaelect@mit.edu.
Pre-sale tickets for the 2010 Spring
Weekend Concert featuring N.E.R.D will
be available to students for $10 starting
March 1. Super Mash Bros. is opening.
Tickets will be available through the SAO
ticketing website: http://sao.mit.edu/
tickets/.
— Elizabeth A. Denys,
UA Secretary General

Yet Iran frequently wages proxy wars against
Israel through Hamas and Hezbollah terror groups to retaliate against 60 years of
American subversion and encirclement.
Israel, on the other hand, does not possess
any strategic depth and a large population
base like China, India or U.S. and justifiably
believes that its 200+ nuclear weapons are
necessary to prevent any miscalculation by
its neighbors.
Iran also can’t help but feel singled out.
Neighbor Pakistan has been allowed to build
a vast nuclear arsenal, and up until recently,
has been practically running a nuclear WalMart throughout Asia and Africa — all with
Washington’s tacit blessing. Recently, an
exasperated Secretary of Defense Hillary
Clinton demanded to know why Pakistan’s
state managed media and TV channels feature anti-American and anti-Israeli vitriol
almost on a daily basis while its elaborate
network of radical madrassas continue to
propagate violent jihad against “infidels.”
All the while, Pakistan is receiving billions
of dollars in annual American largesse, giving further credibility to Iranian accusations
of hypocrisy.
Iranians therefore suspect that American accusations are merely a ploy, and the
hidden agenda is seizing Iran’s energy resources and its sovereignty to expand the
American empire.

We should promote
sustainable development
rather than pursue
warmongering under
the guise of democracy.
If we bomb Iran at this moment, it will
unleash massive world-wide energy crises and we will get hopelessly mired in an
unending quagmire from Suez to Peshawar. According to Xinhua News Agency,
elements in Chinese military establishment
have strongly urged to use the more than $2
trillion reserves as a lethal weapon to unleash a dollar crisis to precipitate America’s
rapid decline and further destabilize the international order.

Several leading strategic experts contend that we are burning close to a trillion
dollars every year maintaining our draining
empire. These costs are hidden in State, Defense and Energy Department budgets and
are unsustainable and counterproductive to
our national defense and strategic interests.
Instead of threatening Iran with war and
military strikes, it is time to dissolve our empire and bring back all of our weapons and
close to half million troops from Europe,
Africa and Asia, including Iraq and Afghanistan. Withdrawal of the American war-machine coupled with banning weapons sales
to Middle East regimes except Israel will inevitably and swiftly lead to collapse of Iran’s
theocratic regime since it will no longer be
able to rally the fed-up masses around bogus anti-Israeli, anti-American rhetoric.
American peacekeeping troops could
serve in Cyprus, Egypt, Jordan and Bahrain
to secure Israel’s immediate neighborhood,
eliminate threats from Hamas and Hezbollah, and patrol the energy corridors in Persian Gulf. A few islands in Pacific such as
Guam and Okinawa could be used as remote
outposts to monitor and deploy against Chinese strategic weapons and secure a permanent presence in the Pacific. The savings of
hundreds of billions of dollars could be used
to pay off debt, rebuild our industrial base
and reduce our dangerous dependency on
foreign credit.  
It would be a far more noble and conducive approach for American NGOs to work
with liberal Islamic charities and NGOs to
promote one-child policy in Southern Asia
and Africa and sustainable development
through education, health and infrastructure than to pursue warmongering and
bankrupting neocon doctrine to provoke
and occupy entire regions for decades on
end and murder millions of civilians around
the world under the guise of spreading freedom and democracy. Europe and Israel’s
long term objective should not be some
broken centrifuge in Iran, but unsustainable and perilous demographics in their
respective neighborhoods and within their
borders.
Anurag Maheshwari was a postdoctoral
fellow in the Department of Biological Engineering.
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by Scott Adams

Crossword Puzzle
Solution, page 14

ACROSS
1 Hurt
7 Immigrant’s subj.
10 Scottish Gaelic
14 Dennis of “Brewster’s
Millions”
15 Actress Ruby
16 Atlas contents
17 Harry Anderson sitcom
19 See 12D
20 Give out
21 Track down
23 Writer Levin
24 Of the nose
26 Outfielder Kirby
28 Ms. Thurman
30 Quick training session
32 Bookstore section
34 Wrap up
35 “M*A*S*H” star
36 Track org.
38 Protest-singer Phil
42 Harrumph!
45 Brownie pic
48 Gem in the

Smithsonian
52 Frozen
53 Leading
54 Chick of jazz
56 Luau loop
57 Edberg of tennis
59 Links grp.
62 Ms. Minnelli
64 “Norma Rae” star
66 Adam’s garden
67 Simile center
68 Like the Tower of
London
69 Cooking fat
70 Singer Ritter
71 Feels
DOWN
1 Sharpen
2 Actor Tamiroff
3 Elton’s real first name
4 Conductor Zubin
5 Young newt
6 Assert
7 Part of NEA

8
9
10
11

Lofty angel
Paper money
Common center?
Sword with a double
edge
12 With 19A, part of 17A,
30A, 48A and 64A
13 Landed manor
18 Comic French
comment
22 MBA course
25 VMI, e.g.
27 Acclaim
28 Made in the __
29 Torme or Tillis
31 Burst of energy
33 Pen name?
37 West Coast-based
petroleum company
39 Faddish plants
40 Ad __ committee
41 Pigs’ digs
43 Fusses
44 Alludes to
46 Fake names

Easy Sudoku

in 2000
58 Linen source
60 Jubilation
61 Tacks on
63 Up-coming connector
65 Adversary

Hard Sudoku

Solution, page 14

2 4

47 Medical info bible
48 Ancient Jewish rabbi
49 Iroquois tribe
50 Celebrex maker
51 Command to relax
55 Cuban boy in the news

Solution, page 14

3

9
5 1
3
7

8 1
6
5
8 1
3
9
6 5
1
3
4
3
7 6
2 6
9
2
4 7

7
2

7 5

1
6 9 7

4
2
5 8 7
1
3

Instructions: Fill in the grid so that each column, row, and 3 by 3 grid contains exactly one of each of the digits 1 through 9.

3
8
1 6 9
5
8

1 6 2
7
2 4

3
5
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Movie Review

Love Actually for Feb.14th? Think again.

Valentine’s Day is bursting at the seams with A-listers, but the film is a bust
By Maggie Liu
Staff WRITER

When I saw the trailer for Valentine’s
Day, I had an inkling that it would be an
American version of Love Actually, featuring the February holiday.
The prestigious cast boasts everyone
from Oscar-winning actresses to teenybopper idols. The breadth of cast is the film’s
attempt to cater to a wide audience. Unfortunately, the director Garry Marshall (Pretty
Women) ends up churning out a convoluted, unsatisfying tale.
The film follows the lives of ten people
on the fateful Valentine’s Day. Any film that
tries to weave that many plot lines runs the
risk of becoming a patchwork quilt of first
impressions. That’s what happened to Valentine’s Day, which tries to divide 125 minutes between ten stars. There are certain
moments which begged to be elaborated

on, and others that were completely pointless.
If you’ve seen the trailer, forget it: Valentine’s Day isn’t anything like its previews. At
first glance, Valentine’s Day may appear to
be a romantic comedy with the inevitable
multiple pairings. While it does touch upon
romance, Valentine’s Day actually presents
multiple permutations of love. It challenges
the extent of love’s power, the limits, and its
various forms.
The fame of the cast overshadows their
performances. Take, for instance, Taylor
Squared, also known as the golden couple
Taylor Lautner and Taylor Swift — or rather,
the ex-golden couple (Swift dumped Lautner promptly after filming wrapped). One is
a teen werewolf heartthrob infamous for his
structured abs and role in the hit phenomenon. The other is America’s sweetheart with
wavy cornflower-colored hair and angelic
features. Though it might seem that the two

would be a potent combo, but their chemistry fizzles. They are eye-candy for the teen
demographic; no use in complaining, for
instance, that Swift’s acting is so vapid, she
can’t even pull off a vapid blonde.
For a film about the most romantic day
of the year, Valentine’s Day is remarkable for
its lack of, well, romance. Because of all the
stars competing for face time, the film stints
on character development. The screenwriters’ attempt to create connections between
everyone results in the relationships seeming contrived and forced.
With the amount of talent and the number
of big-name stars in the cast, one’s expectations are perhaps too high. Marshall should
have edited Valentine’s Day down to three
core stories. The transitions are abrupt and
one has to do mental mapping to remember
who was supposed to be with whom.
I can’t say that Valentine’s Day doesn’t
have a vision. It wants to portray several

hhh✩✩
Valentine’s Day
Directed by Garry Marshall
Starring Jessical Biel, Jessica
Alba, Patrick Dempsey, Jamie
Foxx, Jennifer Garner, Anne
Hathaway, Queen Latifah,
Taylor Swift, Taylor Lautner
Rated PG-13, Now playing
distinct scenarios of love on Valentine’s
Day. The screenplay has some clever lines,
but the film is blinded by its ambition. The
combination of too many elements, too
many subplots and way too much star wattage created a hot sticky mess.

Courtesy of Warner Brothers Pictures

More stars than could fit in an elevator: In Valentine’s Day, Taylor Swift falls flat as a dumb blonde and Jennifer Garner adds spunk — but wait, did we mention Jessica Biel,
Jessica Alba, Patrick Dempsey, Queen Latifah, Anne Hathaway, Jamie Foxx and Topher Grace?

Concert Review

Are they copycats, or merely derivative?
Who cares. We Were Promised Jetpacks is earnest, and their songs are damn catchy.
By Matt Fisher
Staff WRITER

Music grows like old roadways: When
the path cut by the avant-garde is narrow and new, only a few people can follow. As the road is widened subsequent
artists, larger numbers of fans can travel.
Some artists live their entire careers blazing trails for others to follow, and some
spend their time retracing the same wellworn path over and over again. Following
a fairly established Brit-rock tradition, We
Were Promised Jetpacks gallivants along
the roads laid out by their predecessors in
style, producing ebullient, accessible music for a wide-audience.
Touring the U.S. from their home in
Glasgow, We Were Promised Jetpacks is
promoting their debut album These Four
Walls (2009). The audience at the Valentine’s Day show was uncharacteristically

mature for such a new band, more dresses
and khakis than skinnies and silly hats.
Surprisingly well-versed in the lyrics, large
portions of the crowd sang along not only
to the two singles “Quiet Little Voices” and
“Roll Up Your Sleeves,” but also to lesserknown songs such as The Who-esque
“Keeping Warm.” Not content with merely
screaming the lyrics, the crowd actually
droned the harmonies and melodies, keeping time by clapping and jumping.
The band members were unassuming and unpretentious. Dressed in jeans,
t-shirts and sneakers, they didn’t exude
the normal contemptuous cool that other
indie rockers too frequently do. Their second song required a second take after they
started off at the wrong tempo. However,
the rest of the concert was seamless, carried by the lead singer’s strong, clear voice,
the band’s upbeat and syncopated rhythms,
and huge audience support.

In my mind, These Four Walls could
have been an early Bloc Party album. Sharing many of the same rhythms, chords,
constructions, and even melodies, the album does not innovate much. Despite this,
their songs play to their strengths as a band
— namely their lead singers vocal ability
and their unfiltered rhythm guitar. Their
music reeks of earnestness. Listening to
their songs, you can hear that they are not
ripping off their rather obvious influences
like U2, or Bloc Party; rather, they are just
four guys who really enjoyed Bloc Party’s
“Silent Alarm,” and decided to model their
musical style after it. We Were Promised
Jetpacks isn’t copying Bloc Party; they are
just repaving the road that Bloc Party laid
down five years ago.
Differentiating between those who blatantly steal another band’s innovations and
those who write music heavily influenced
by another band’s earlier work is difficult

We Were Promised Jetpacks
Middle East Downstairs
February 14, 2010

and subjective. It is the difference between
Vampire Weekend ripping off Islands and
early Of Montreal albums sounding like A
Hard Day’s Night (1964). In some ways, I
think that the only way to judge is to hear
the band’s own opinion of themselves and
see whether they attribute any credit to
their obvious source material. Regardless
of whether you think We Were Promised
Jetpacks is as earnest as they sound on
their album, considering their meteoric
rise and wide-appeal, they are definitely a
band worth following.
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All the old tropes, none of the horror

Wolfman follows the werewolf-movie formula but forgets the most important
ingredient: good acting
By Emily Nardoni

hh✩✩✩

Staff WRITER

There has been a lot of hype leading up to the Universal Studios’ remake of the classic motion picture
The Wolf Man. Though there have been a smattering of werewolf movies throughout the decades, the
only one that’s really embedded itself in American
culture was the original Wolf Man (1941) featuring
horror legends Lon Chaney and Bela Lugosi. The new
WolfMan trailer promised an exciting new take on the
old-school thriller, complete with a graphic transformation scene, an overly spooky setting reminiscent of
the old film, and the acting talents of Benicio del Toro,
Emily Blunt, and Anthony Hopkins.
Unfortunately it didn’t quite work out like that. The
problem I have with The Wolfman is not in its plot, but
rather with its reliance on the formula for a traditional
horror film and falling short. Movies from the 30’s and
40’s, like The Wolf Man featuring Chaney as the werewolf, The Mummy with Boris Karloff, Frankenstein
(again with Karloff ), and Dracula with the haunting
Lugosi, are all remembered as cinematic masterpieces for the effect they left on the audience, rather than
the genius of their screenplay. I emphasize the actors
in such old films because they are an essential part of
what made the films so great; the chills you get when
you look into Karloff’s monstrous stare and the fear
you feel when Chaney played the werewolf are what
keep these films relevant to modern moviegoers.
These movies did not have amazing special effects, or
the most interesting scripts; instead, they were frightening in their simplicity, and suspenseful for being
what they were — monster movies.
Sitting in the theater of Wolfman, I felt like I was
watching some contrived old werewolf movie with
a load of unnecessary gore and special effects. The
Wolfman centers around man who returns home
to investigate his brother’s death after years without contacting his family is bitten and turned into a
werewolf, resulting in a myriad of bloody full moons,
rioting townspeople, and unanswered mysteries. The
film was at times ridiculously cheesy, with a dramatic background score playing throughout and special
emphasis placed on exaggerated close-ups of the actors. In this manner, it pleads for the audience to be
scared of the theatrical world created in the film, and
still expects us to feel the character’s heartaches. We
are thrown headfirst into this dimension with nothing but words to tell us of the many plights afflicting
the characters, with no time given to develop a sympathy for them that could have elevated the movie to

The Wolfman
Directed by Joe Johnston
Starring Benicio del Toro, Emily Blunt,
Anthony Hopkins
Rated R, Now playing

a higher level. We do not get a glimpse of the happy
life Gwen (Blunt) used to lead with her newly dead
husband, or of the life the estranged Lawrence Talbot (Del Toro) had before abruptly returning to his
ancestral home after brother’s death. Unfortunately,
the acting in Wolfman also did not live up to what it
could have been. I would prescribe the problem partly as both fault in the acting itself and in the roles as
written. Because the film focused so much on telling
as opposed to showing, it was ineffective in achieving the atmospheric horror and brilliant character
development so key to the success of traditional horror films.
While the film would obviously like to stand on
its own, it makes sense for it to be judged with the
knowledge that its many cliches and dramatic flares
hark back to the style of the original film. The hyperbolic mob mentality displayed in Wolfman seems
theatrical and questionable at best, while certain
scenes are too laughable and obvious to actually be
fearful. The heavy use of violence and gore provides
an almost unnatural and forced juxtaposition to a
movie that should be scary on a more fundamental
level. If we had convincingly felt the sheer horror,
disgust and pain of Talbot’s situation, perhaps the
movie could have worked. That is not to say there
was nothing good in Wolfman. The transformation
scenes were great fun, as was the climactic finale.
As a generalization about the horror genre, the true
thrills are often not obtained in the predictable plot
itself, but the manner through which the audience is
drawn into the characters’ dilemmas, how convincingly they are absorbed into the world in which the
characters suffer. If I had convincingly felt the sheer
horror, disgust and pain of Talbot’s situation, perhaps
the movie could have worked. If you’re in the mood
for a violent werewolf movie, you might just get what
you’re paying for; otherwise, I’d suggest you re-watch
an old classic instead.

Universal Pictures

Computer effects and gore in Wolfman distract from the film’s
atmospheric horror (or lack thereof).

Concert Review

Two minds in one work
Richard Goode and Jonathan Biss play a gorgeous program of duets
By Sudeep Agarwala
Staff WRITER

I anticipated bloodshed, broken bones,
or at least tears. On Feb. 7, Jonathan Biss and
Richard Goode, two of the greatest pianists
alive, played a program of duets. Would these
two prima donnas play nice?
Yes, and, beautifully. There was no gore
that afternoon, just a cohesive unit in performing works by Schubert, Schumann,
Beethoven, Stravinsky and Debussy.
The program began with Schubert’s a minor Lebensstürme, Op. 144, a fiery tone-poem
obligatorily programmatic in its eponymous
narration of stormy twists in a lifetime. It’s
tempting to search for inconsistencies in the
performances, to listen for places where one
pianist got the upper hand, but the truth is
that there was only perfect harmony. An early
romantic-era work, Lebensstürme features
sharp harmonic twists in the bass voices,
performed by Richard Goode, which highlight harrowing melodic turns in the melody,
performed by Jonathan Biss. To say that these
performers complemented each other is to
miss the point, somehow, Maybe the kudos
should go to Schubert. Writing multiple voices for a single instrument (both pianists performed from a single keyboard) that lacks the
shifts in timbre that denote different melodies
is difficult. But somehow the contrasts were
crystalline, the lines beautifully demarcated.
With an effulgence of cascading notes,
the two next charged into Robert Schumann’s Op. 86 Six Canons, arranged for the
piano by Claude Debussy. Performing on

separate pianos for these works, Goode and
Biss’s constant dialogue and communication
was poignantly illustrated as the two nodded and conducted each other across the
lengths of the pianos. Although it’s patently
clear that the two pianists were successful in
presenting a unified thesis of Debussy’s transcription, programming may have been an
issue. While Schumann’s work was originally
scored for multiple instruments, each with
different timbres and voicing, translating the
work for two very-similar pianos lost some of
the contrast that may have been essential for
the composer’s conception of the imitative
voicing.
This question of the validity of arranging
for two pianos pervaded the entire afternoon.
The first half of Sunday’s concert ended with
Beethoven’s arrangement of his Op. 134
Große Fuge for piano duo, originally scored
as the finale of his Op. 131 string quartet.
Beethoven’s magnum opus was questionable
at its conception, trying the audience with
jagged melodies, frenetic shifts in mood and
daedelian counterpoint. Arranged for two
pianos, Beethoven’s work becomes an almost freakish show of technical prowess and
sheer virtuosity. Goode and Biss tackled the
substantial work with a gusto that was both
frightening and impressive, yet ultimately,
empty: on two pianos the work somehow
becomes even more incomprehensible than
the string quartet version — more an impressive wall of sound than a masterful vision of
counterpoint.
Stravinsky’s arrangement of his ballet
Agon presented its own very different chal-

lenges. Arrayed for two pianos, Biss and
Goode’s approach for the ballet utilized the
homogeneity of their piano’s timbre as an asset. Stravinsky’s late work, although strongly
based in the rustic folk roots of the rest of his
opus, teeters dangerously on the edge of serialism developed by his contemporaries in
the Second Viennese School earlier in the
twentieth century. Arranged for the piano,
the work has a strange affect; surprisingly
warm during when Stravinsky is at home in
his native tone-world, stark and somehow
terrifying in his experimentation with the
atonality of his contemporaries. Whereas
the lack in variation of timbre obfuscated the
counterpoint in previous works, the homogeneity somehow facilitated the austere tone
world Stravinsky thrusts us into in movements of this work.
The afternoon closed with Claude Debussy’s En Blanc et Noir, a perfect conclusion.† Scored for two pianos, Debussy’s work
exploits the two instruments for their collective capacity as a unified orchestral instrument, scoring a symphonic tone poem in
the considerably more compact space of two
keyboards. In Goode and Biss’s experienced
hands, Debussy’s work took on the presence
and appeal of a multiple piece ensemble,
conducted from a single podium. Certainly
technically impeccable, what was more intriguing was the treatment of the different
melodies — military calls were answered
by triumphant reprisals of Lutheran hymns.
Swelling runs achieved their climax in an
almost preternatural understanding of the
abilities and motives of the two musicians.

Richard Goode and Jonathan
Biss
Performing duets by Schubert, Schumann, Beethoven,
Stravinsky and Debussy
New England Conservatory,
Jordan Hall
February 7, 2010

Sunday afternoon’s performance, well attended despite the impending Superbowl,
was greeted by enthusiastic applause. The
pianists rewarded the audience with an encore of Schumann’s Op. 85 Abendlied.
Boston’s 2009-10 Celebrity Series continues on Sunday, 21 February, with a performance by Emerson String quartet members
David Finckel and Philip Setzer, joined by
pianist Wu Han, playing an all-Schubert program at New England Conservatory’s Jordan
Hall.
†
Goode and Biss, or whoever decided what
they were going to play, is a genius, although
there’s no good way to discuss it: melodically
centered Schubert, followed by contrapuntal/
serialist Schumann, Stravinsky, concluding with a narratively-themed Debussy all
centered around the prophetic claims that
Beethoven extols in his Große Fuge — A B || B
A. See? Genius. Neither James Joyce nor Vergil
could have done better.
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Prof. Patrick H. Winston’s
questions to the Administration
at Wednesday’s Faculty Meeting
Concerned by what I perceive
to be a steady erosion of MIT culture and values, I resolved again
to question the Administration,
this time during the question and
comment period at the end of the
Faculty Meeting on 17 February
2010. I posed my questions extemporaneously and wrote them down
from memory an hour or so later.
I have two questions, both of
which I am reluctant to ask, for
various reasons. However, I feel
compelled to ask them, also for
various reasons, one of which is
the doctrine of implied consent.
Both questions are derived
from my reading of the September/October 2009 issue of the Faculty Newsletter.
One article described the layoff of Dean Jackie Simonis. I do
not know Dean Simonis personally, but I know she was at MIT
for 23 years and that she was
highly valued and respected by
many MIT Faculty for her service
as a counselor to students in need
of help, many very seriously in
need of help. I am told that she has
sharp edges and is inclined toward
being outspoken, but perhaps none
of that is material.
What drew my attention was
the description in the Faculty
Newsletter of her layoff on 22
June 2009:
“[She] went to a scheduled
meeting…Jackie was told that her
position had been eliminated for
financial reasons, that she was being laid off, and that her last day
at work was that day. She was told
that she was expected to be available to coordinate the transfer of
her responsibilities while working
from her home. She was not allowed to speak with her colleagues
in private, nor to return to work in
her office…”
My first reaction was, “Well,
somebody is sure to be taken behind the woodshed and get a good
thrashing for this.”
Then, I turned to the very next
page of the Faculty Newsletter,
and read the juxtaposed article by
the Chancellor, presumably speak-

ing for the Administration, who
wrote:
“All of the layoffs in student
life were the result of budget reductions…The layoffs, at all levels, were initiated and conducted
according to Institute policies and
procedures, in consultation with,
and with the full participation by,
MIT Human Resources. The process is consistent with MIT culture
and values.”
This leads me to my first question: Exactly when and by whose
direction were adjustments made
so as to bring the treatment of
Dean Simonis within the scope of
our culture and values?
I anticipate that we will not
hear a full answer to this question
for legal reasons. This troubles me
greatly. My father, who was himself a small-town lawyer, told me
when I was a small boy, “Patrick,
a good lawyer can keep you out of
jail, but no lawyer can get you into
heaven.”
By extension I suggest that a
good lawyer can guide this Institution away from litigation, but no
lawyer can guide us toward greatness. That comes from our better
angels, not from law books.
In any case, you of the Administration have had nothing more to
say on the matter since the Chancellor’s article appeared. There
has been no apology, no statement
of regret, and no indication of remorse.
The natural consequence is that
hundreds of our best people at MIT
are saying “If it could happen to
Dean Simonis, it could happen to
me.” They are asking themselves,
“If I am too outspoken, will I find
myself on the next list of people to
be laid off for financial reasons?”
This brings me to my second
question: What specifically have
you done, or do you plan to do,
if anything, to assuage the widespread fear among our people that
they will be treated like Dean Simonis, in a manner that seems to
me to be not at all in accord with
MIT’s culture and values?
source: http://csail.mit.edu/~phw

MIT Center for International Studies

web.mit.edu/cis | starrforum@mit.edu

MIT Scholars Discuss Haiti’s Future

Tues, Feb 23 4p - 5:30p

MIT Bartos Theater (E15)
The Tech is looking for feature writers to work on some
special reporting projects.
If you are deeply curious and like telling stories, we want you.
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No answer for Winston’s q’s

Citing legal concerns, Clay declines to comment
Winston, from Page 1
at MIT for 23 years.
Clay’s written response said that
“all of the layoffs in student life were
the result of budget reductions…the
layoffs, at all levels, were initiated
and conducted according to Institute policies and procedures, in
consultation with, and with the full
participation by, MIT Human Resources. The process is consistent
with MIT culture and values.”
Winston read both excerpts and
went on to ask, “Exactly when and
by whose direction were adjust-

ments made so as to bring the treatment of Dean Simonis within the
scope of our culture and values?”
He asked a second question:
“What specifically have you done,
or do you plan to do, if anything, to
assuage the widespread fear among
our people that they will be treated
like Dean Simonis, in a manner that
seems to me to be not at all in accord
with MIT’s culture and values?”
Chancellor Clay responded to
Winston noting that legal concerns
prohibited a specific response, and
proceeded to discuss issues involved in changes at Student Sup-

port Services and the S^3 task force,
but not MIT’s treatment of Simonis.
Winston told The Tech that Clay’s
“response did not seem responsive.”
Chancellor Clay, citing the “off
the record” nature of this portion of
the meeting, declined to comment,
out of concern for damaging the
“free and frank exchange” between
the faculty and the Administration.
Clay also declined to respond
to the public version of Winston’s
questions from Winston’s web page.
Simonis did not respond to an
e-mail inquiry sent Thursday afternoon.

ELizabeth D’Arienzo

Swiss Ambassador Peter Maurer spoke about challenges facing the United Nations on Wednesday in
Building E40. The talk was sponsored by the MIT Center for International Studies.
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Police Log
The following incidents were reported to the Campus Police between Jan.
1 and Feb. 15. The dates below reflect the dates incidents occurred. This information is compiled from the Campus Police’s crime log. The report does
not include alarms, general service calls, or incidents not reported to the dispatcher.
Oct. 24
Nov. 11
Dec. 1
Dec. 9
Dec. 16
Dec. 20
Dec. 21
Dec. 23
Dec. 30
Dec. 31
Feb. 1

Jan. 2

Jan. 4

Jan. 5
Jan. 6

Jan. 7
Jan. 8

Jan. 12
Jan. 13
Jan. 15

Jan. 16
Jan. 17

Jan. 20
Jan. 23
Jan. 24

Jan. 25

Jan. 27

Jan. 29
Jan. 30

Jan. 31
Feb. 2
Feb. 3

Feb. 4
Feb. 5

Feb. 6

Feb. 8

Feb. 10

Feb. 11

Bldg. W7 (362 Memorial Dr.), 7:04 a.m., backpack stolen.
Bldg. NW86 (70 Pacific St.), 6 p.m., boyfriend/girlfriend argument,
no injuries, refusal of restraining order.
Bldg. NE49 (600 Tech Sq.), 12 p.m., laptops stolen from office.
Bldg. 48 (15 Vassar St.), 3 p.m., camera stolen.
Bldg. NE49 (600 Tech Sq.), 1:10 p.m., credit card stolen.
Bldg. 48 (15 Vassar St.), 3 p.m., laptop stolen.
Bldg. W51 (410 Memorial Dr.), 11 a.m., breaking and entering.
Bldg. 32 (32 Vassar St.), 6 p.m., larceny of camera.
Bldg. W20 (84 Massachusetts Ave.), 1 p.m., damage to posters.
Bldg. N51 (275 Massachusetts Ave.), 4 p.m., photo equipment stolen.
Bldg. NE49 (600 Tech Sq.), 12 p.m., wallet stolen.
West Lot (301 Vassar St.), 3 p.m., vans vandalized.
Bldg. 46 (46 Vassar St.), 12:37 a.m., breaking and entering of a room.
Bldg. NW21 (190 Albany St.), 5:34 p.m., after a disturbance behind
NW21, David Keenan of 240 Albany St., Cambridge, MA taken
into custody on an outstanding default warrant.
Bldg. E52 (50 Memorial Dr.), 2:44 p.m., tool boxes broken into.
Bldg. 18 (21 Rear Ames St.), 5 p.m., iPod stolen.
Bldg. N51 (275 Massachusetts Ave.), 3:20 p.m., glass and wood
broken.
Bldg. 68 (31 Ames St.), 9:19 a.m., racist graffiti.
Bldg. NE49 (600 Tech Sq.), 3:03 p.m., wallet stolen from office area.
Bldg. W35 (100 Vassar St.), 4 p.m., wallet stolen from men’s locker
room.
Bldg. W35 (100 Vassar St.), 8:15 a.m., iPhone stolen from men’s
locker room.
Bldg. 32 (32 Vassar St.), 10 a.m., $60 cash stolen from coat.
Bldg. 4 (160 Memorial Dr.), 4 p.m., unattended laptop stolen.
Bldg. E51 (70 Memorial Dr.), 9:13 p.m., John Julian of 240 Albany
St., Cambridge, MA arrested at 238 Main St., Cambridge for
aggravated assault and other related charges.
Bldg. W51 (410 Memorial Dr.), 12:37 p.m., harassment reported.
Bldg. W70 (471 Memorial Dr.), 12 p.m., MIT ID stolen.
Bldg. W7 (362 Memorial Dr.), 7:33 a.m., bicycle stolen.
Bldg. 64 (21 Ames St.), 3:30 p.m., tools stolen.
Bldg. W20 (84 Massachusetts.), 8:45 p.m., purse stolen.
Bldg. W89 (291 Vassar St.), 4:42 p.m., harassment reported.
Bldg. W89 (291 Vassar St.), 9 a.m., women’s handbag stolen.
Bldg. 13 (105 Rear Massachusetts Ave.), 8 a.m., bicycle stolen.
Bldg. 37 (70 Vassar St.), 9:26 p.m., trespass warning issued to persons on third floor.
Bldg. 37 (70 Vassar St.), 9:45 p.m., routine field stop, trespass
warning issued.
Bldg. W20 (84 Massachusetts Ave.), 8:02 p.m., two suspicious persons in Student Center lounge given trespass warning.
Kappa Sigma (407 Memorial Dr.), 3:09 a.m., unwanted persons in
house broke window before leaving.
Bldg. 16 (Vassar St.), 9:30 p.m., Blackberry phone stolen from
hallway.
Bldg. E2 (70 Amherst St.), 7 p.m., wallet stolen from room.
Bldg. W85 (540 Memorial Dr.), 4 p.m., bike stolen.
Phi Beta Epsilon (400 Memorial Dr.), 11 p.m., coat stolen.
Bldg. 50 (142 Memorial Dr.), 9 p.m., attempted break-in to a room,
damage to door.
Bldg. 7 (77 Massachusetts Ave.), 4:27 p.m., Mustapha Zugui reported as suspicious person, taken into custody on outstanding warrant.
Bldg. 2 (182 Memorial Dr.), 9 a.m., computer monitors stolen.
Bldg. W35 (100 Vassar St.), 10:30 a.m., iPhone stolen.
Bldg. W35 (100 Vassar St.), 9:30 a.m., wallet stolen from unlocked
locker.
Bldg. W89 (291 Vassar St.), 12 p.m., bike stolen from Westgate bike
rack.
Amherst St. 7:50 a.m., vehicle stolen out of Belmont recovered on
Amherst St.
Bldg. 10 (122 Memorial Dr.), 9 a.m., dolly stolen.
Bldg. 4 (182 Rear Memorial Dr.), 4:30 p.m., damage to bulletin
board.
Bldg. E52 (50 Memorial Dr.), 5:56 p.m., harassing e-mails.
Bldg. W35 (100 Vassar St.), 10:45 a.m., backpack stolen from locker area.
Bldg. W35 (100 Vassar St.), 7:30 p.m., larceny.
Bldg. NW35 (235 Albany St.), 1:54 p.m., annoying e-mails.
Bldg. 7 (77 Massachusetts Ave.), 8 a.m., suspicious activity.
Bldg. 10 (77 Massachusetts Ave.), 2:30 p.m., equipment stolen
from construction area.
Bldg. 14 (160 Memorial Dr.), 3 p.m., desktop computer stolen
from office.
Bldg. 2 (182 Memorial Dr.), 5 p.m., ongoing graffiti problem.
Beta Theta Pi (119 Bay State Rd.), 11:10 p.m., bike stripped of parts.
Bldg. W51 (410 Memorial Dr.), 2 a.m., wallet stolen from room.
Bldg. E15 (20 Ames St.), 6 p.m., monitor stolen.
Bldg. 39 (60 Vassar St.), 4 p.m., Wii stolen.
Westgate Lot 5:32 p.m., breaking and entering reported in a vehicle in the Westgate lot. Two white males observed running
in the area and leaving in a beige Jeep.
Chi Phi (32 Hereford St.), 11:45 p.m., unruly crowd reported. Leandro Michael Garcia of 50 Leon St., Boston, MA arrested for
disorderly conduct.
Bldg. W35 (100 Vassar St.), 3:30 p.m., iPod stolen from men’s locker room.
Bldg. NW10 (143 Albany St.), 11:30 a.m., wallet stolen.
Bldg. W20 (84 Massachusetts Ave.), 3:30 p.m., laptop stolen.
Bldg. W35 (100 Vassar St.), 3:45 p.m., wallet and iPhone stolen
from locker.
Bldg. W85 (Memorial Dr.), 6:28 p.m., mountain bike stolen.
Bldg. 32 (32 Vassar St.), 1:04 p.m., three skateboarders in basement
were escorted off property and issued a trespass warning.
Bldg. 39 (60 Vassar St.), 9:30 a.m., laptop stolen.
Bldg. W35 (100 Vassar St.), 10 a.m., bicycle stolen.
Bldg. 54 (21 Rear Ames St.), 12:30 p.m., cell phone stolen.
Bldg. 56 (21 Rear Ames St.), 12 p.m., attempted larceny of projector.
Compiled by Michael McGraw-Herdeg
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Bells will ring again
Kendall, from Page 1
e-mails were sent out soliciting interest from students. Michael J. Tarkanian, a technical instructor from the
Department of Materials Science and
Engineering, was recommended to
be the supervisor of the project.
“We have a core group of about 20
students — most of them are DMSE
students, since that is my department,” said Tarkanian.
Within that group of 20, Tarkanian
selected 7 students who will go into
the Kendall T station to remove and
reinstall the instruments and their
parts. The group includes: Jack L.
Jester Weinstein ’12, Rachel M. Martin ’11, Nathan S. Lachenmyer ’10,
Quentin Smith ’10, Daniel J. Sauza
’11, Maxwell S. Mann ’12, and Shaymus W. Hudson ’12.
“We had to go through special

training by the MBTA to work on the
tracks,” said Hudson. “Now we are
waiting for an OK from the MBTA for
us to get to work.”
“The MBTA has been extremely
accommodating during this process
and really wants to see the project
work,” said Tarkanian.
The project is expected to begin
in about a month. The team will first,
remove, fix, and reinstall the handles
and actuation mechanisms. Then
they will start working piece by piece
to restore the bells.
The entire project could take several years, Tarkanian said.
“I think we will be able to get the
instruments functional over the span
of a few months,” he said, “but our
longer term goal is to complete refurbish and document each instrument.
That will be a much longer project,
on the order of years.”

Feng wu—The Tech

Staff and cast members of this year’s production of The Vagina Monologues sell Valentine’s
Day memorabilia in the Stata Center during an intermission last Sunday. They are raising money for
local organizations working to curb violence against women.

Arfa Aijazi—The Tech

Sara Quin, of the indie pop-rock duo Tegan and Sara, plays the group’s 2004 hit “Walking with a
Ghost” during a concert at the Orpheum Theatre in Boston on Feb. 13. The band’s new album, Sainthood, was released in October.

Meng Heng Touch—The Tech

MIT’s Senegalese percussion group RAMBAX performs during
Pulse 2010, MIT’s annual Black Culture Show, in Kresge Auditorium last Saturday. Pulse 2010 was the culmination of Black Week
and featured performance groups from MIT, Harvard, Boston University, Berklee College of Music, and Boston College.
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Eric D. Schmiedl—The Tech

In honor of the 80th anniversary of Pluto’s discovery, hackers
installed a motorized solar system mobile in Lobby 7 on Thursday.
They also adorned the Lobby 7 pedestals with birthday-themed
paraphernalia. Two other “dwarf planets,” Eris and Makemake,
are Pluto’s birthday party guests.
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Rui Luo—The Tech

Keith T. Loebner ‘11 painted his face MIT red to support the volleyball team. MIT fans lampooned
Harvard throughout the game with lines such as “Grade Inflation! Grade Inflation!”

Made possible by the Council for the Arts at MIT
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Free tickets for MIT Students!
Alloy Orchestra
William Yee—The Tech

Sarah L. Sprague ‘13 led MIT in the women’s 3,000 meter run in the coed track and field invitational
on Feb. 13..

performing live to Man with a Movie Camera
Saturday, February 27, 2010 at 8pm
Somerville Theatre, Davis Square

Dziga Vertov’s groundbreaking film, Man with a Movie Camera, has influenced
the generations of films that came out since the silent era. The film’s rapid
editing and nonstop energy provide the perfect subject for what many believe
is Alloy’s best score ever. And now a gorgeous new print from the Moscow
Film Archive makes this show a “must see” event.

It's Election
Season at the
Coop, now!

Alloy Orchestra is a 3-man musical ensemble, writing and performing live to
classic silent films. An unusual combination of found percussion and state-ofthe-art electronics gives the Orchestra the ability to create any sound imaginable. Utilizing their famous “rack of junk” and electronic synthesizers, the
group generates beautiful music in a spectacular variety of styles. They can
conjure up a French symphony or a simple German bar band of the 20’s. The
group can make the audience think it is being attacked by tigers, contacted
by radio signals from Mars or swept up in the Russian Revolution.

1 ticket per valid MIT student ID

Now accepting applications from MIT undergraduate and
graduate students to serve on the Board of Directors during
the 2010-11 academic year!
There are few opportunities to work this closely with academic and business
professionals from Harvard and M.I.T. You’ll gain valuable knowledge and
experience in practically all areas of business, including finance, auditing,
real estate, community relations, and charitable giving.
• Gain priceless, practical business experience
• Influence the way the Coop serves its students and members
• Receive a stipend
To be nominated as a candidate for the Coop Board of Directors, apply
online at www.thecoop.com starting on February 3, 2010. For complete
information, visit our website and click on Student Election. Email Allan
Powell at aepowell@thecoop.com with any questions.

Good luck on the
campaign trail!
HTTP://www.thecoop.com

Tickets available at the MIT Office of the Arts (E15-205)
Monday - Friday, 2:30 - 5:30pm in person,
first-come, first-served only
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Friday, February 19, 2010

Alpine skiing wraps up first
club season, preps for 2011

SCOREBOARD
Men’s Basketball
Wednesday 2/17
at Wheaton College 

L 84–77

Women’s Basketball

By Alexis Dale
team representative

Wednesday 2/17
at Worcester Polytechnic Institute 

L 63–41

Men’s Volleyball
Monday 2/15
vs. Lesley University 

W 3–0

Wednesday 2/17
vs. Harvard University 

W 3–0

Athletes’ Corner
The swimming and diving teams have just wrapped up record-smashing seasons. Both men and women achieved recordhigh winning percentages, dominating in almost every competition this season. Nationally, the teams are ranked 5th and 6th,
respectively, in Division III.
Swimmers and divers shattered ten Institute records this
year, and are preparing for the NEWMAC Championships this
weekend. The women’s team looks to break Springfield’s nineyear winning streak. The men, competing next weekend, are eager to continue their reign as 5-year NEWMAC champions.
This team, lead by Coach Dawn Dill, has been growing stronger; there are several promising freshmen this season. “We are
on the cusp of seeing many great performances,” Dill said.
— Diana LaScala-Gruenewald and Qing Li,
team representatives

Almost a year after losing its varsity status, the alpine ski team has completed its first season as a club
sport. Its six members did their best to live and train
like nothing had changed; the season
went according to plan and everyone
is ready to work toward improving
next winter.
There are many reasons IAP
Training Camp the best time of the
year for MIT skiers. The athletes ski
six days a week. They must be in top
shape to taking full advantage of every moment
available to be on snow and running courses. In
addition, training includes personal stopwatches,
which allow both precise comparison between a series of one individual’s runs, and friendly competition between teammates. During competition, the
team also has the opportunity to race among the top
collegiate skiers in the country.
A special highlight of this season was racing against one athlete who was preparing for the
Olympic Winter Games in Vancouver this year. Dow
Travers of Brown University is the first-ever representative of the Cayman Islands in the Winter Olympics. He will be skiing in the men’s giant slalom
event at Whistler next week.
Closer to home, the MIT team members each

finished with their own personal achievements. Michael J. Yurkerwich ’11 led the men’s team this season and was second in the individual qualification
for the regional championships for the second year
in a row. The team is confident that he will win a trip
to regionals next season. Jason D. Pier ’13 made a
powerful first impression in the division by repeatedly finishing in the top 30 as a freshman. Ian C. Wolfe
’10, men’s captain, had to miss half of the team’s races this season but nonetheless played a huge role in
getting the club team off the ground while also racing to some of his personal best finishes.
This was the first competitive season for Kevin A.
Rustagi ’11. Spectator for two years, he showed the
greatest improvement of anybody on the hill. Jillian
R. Reddy ’11, the women’s captain, found in herself a
more aggressive skier this year while also managing
club responsibilities. Sarah J. Laderman ’12 took the
slogan “Hundies matter” to heart and started closing
in on Reddy in giant slalom events.
Coaching the team through this transition season were alumni volunteers Benjamin A. Stewart
’07, James K. Backman ’09, Jessica R. Stanley ’08, and
Gerald D. Adler ’07. They were also guided by Coach
Todd O. Dumond ’01 and the coaches of the McConnell Division schools.
Looking ahead to next season, the Alpine Ski
Team hopes to continue to compete at the level
they’ve maintained, and to introduce the life of skiing to many more members of the team.

Upcoming championships
Men’s and Women’s Fencing: New England Championship

Saturday, 2/21 at Mount Holyoke

Squash: Collegiate Squash Association Team Championship

Friday-Sunday, 2/19-21 at Wesleyan

Women’s Swimming: NEWMAC Championship

Friday-Sunday, 2/19-21 at Wellesley

Men’s and Women’s Track and Field: New England Championship

Friday-Saturday, 2/19-20 at Bates

Men’s Volleyball beats Harvard 3-0

William Yee—The Tech

William E. Bender ’12 scans the court to make a pass during the game against Coast Guard Academy on Feb. 13. MIT
won 64–53 and clinched the NEWMAC regular season title.
The team plays next at Springfield College on Saturday.

SPERM DONORS
NEEDED

Rui Luo—The Tech

David R. Thomas ‘12 lines up for devastating spike in the third set against Harvard on Wednesday night. The Engineers swept the match 3-0. The team is on a five-game winning streak.

Be a columnist!
join@tech.mit.edu
Up to

$1100 a month!

Healthy MEN in college or with a college degree wanted for our
sperm donor program.
Minimal time commitment
Help people fulfill their dreams of starting a family.
Receive free health and genetic screenings.

APPLY ONLINE:
www. SPERMBANK .com

Eating Disorder Treatment
Treatment of Adults Suffering from
Anorexia and Bulimia Nervosa

Informed clinicians refer their clients to
Laurel Hill Inn. LHI provides the most
effective treatment and deploys the highest
staff-to-client ratio in New England. We
provide extensive programming in a highly
structured and supervised non-institutional
therapeutic setting. Evening, day, and residential treatment as well as
weekly support groups in West Medford and West Somerville. Call
Linda at 781 396-1116 or visit www.laurelhillinn.com.

LEGAL COUNSEL

MIT students, family, employers and
start-ups seeking U.S. legal counsel,
campus or office consultation. Call:

James Dennis Leary, Esq.
321-544-0012

