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In response to complaints, tweaks made to dining
HDAG offers new lunch options as well as a cheaper $2,500 plan, though many still aren’t happy
By Deborah Chen
Staff Reporter

Dean for Student Life Chris Colombo and the House and Dining
Advisory Group (HDAG) updated the
dining plan yesterday with lunch options as well as a cheaper $2,500 plan
to appease upperclassmen wary of
mandatory dining.
Students can now pay more for
the option of getting lunch at Maseeh
Hall. Current sophomores and juniors who want the minimum can
choose a $2,500 “transition” plan that
offers 7 meals a week. In an e-mail
sent out to undergraduates, Colombo

said the changes to the dining plan
came about as a response to student
concerns over cost, flexibility and the
impact on community at FSILGs and
non-dining dorms.
According
to
Henry J. HumINSIDE
Comparisons phreys, senior asof new dining sociate dean of
residential life and
plans, p. 11
dining, there will
be no more changes to the types or
prices of plans offered.
Many students are still dissatisfied, especially with the transition
plan, which is available only to current sophomore and juniors and

will be phased out after the current
sophomores graduate. Keone D. Hon
’11, creator of the anti-dining petition
SayNo.mit.edu said, “These changes
are absolutely not adequate enough.
As articulated in the petition, we
don’t accept ‘grandfathering’ as an
acceptable solution.”
Hon launched a letter-writing
campaign last night that has yielded
over 40 e-mails to Colombo in the
space of a couple hours.

The new plans
For a couple hundred dollars extra, the new lunch plans allow students to allocate their weekly meals

between breakfast, dinner or lunch
(which will only be offered at Maseeh
Hall). Students who live in Maseeh
hall will have to buy these premium
flex plans; other students will be able
to choose between these or the regular plans, which offer a fixed number
of breakfasts and dinners a week.
For instance, the “Basic 14” plan
offers 14 meals a week, 7 dinners and
7 breakfasts, for $3,800 a year. For $500
more, the “Any 14” plan still only offers 14 meals a week, but those meals
can be any combination of breakfasts/
brunches, lunches or dinners.
In general, the cheaper plans will
only be offered to upperclassmen.

The transition plan is the cheapest
plan, offering 7 flexible meals a week.
Only the classes of 2012 and 2013 will
be able to purchase it.
Students in the incoming class
of 2015 will have to buy the most expensive plans. At Maseeh, this means
the $4,500, 19-meals-a-week flexible plan. At other dining dorms, this
means they will have to buy at minimum the 14-meals-a-week rigid plan,
for $3,800.

Addressing student concerns
Administrators say that giving upDining, Page 11

Drawn from
an elite club
Why is it always MIT
Corporation members
that speak at graduation?
By Aparna Sud
staff reporter

The selection of Xerox CEO Ursula M.
Burns as commencement speaker marks the
fourth time in five years that MIT has chosen
a member of the MIT Corporation, raising the
question: How are final speakers are chosen?
According to Gayle M. Gallagher, executive officer for Commencement, student and
faculty members of the Commencement
Committee compiled a list of prospective
commencement speakers. The list of recommended speakers is then given to President
Susan J. Hockfield, who makes the final decision. According to Chair of the Commencement Committee W. Eric L. Grimson PhD ’80,
Hockfield is not obligated to pick from the list
of recommended speakers.
When asked for names of other speaker
candidates, Grimson said that information
regarding the list of recommended speakers
is confidential.
Gallagher said that the commencement
committee “looks for speakers whose message— accomplishments, professional journey, national or global service — would resonate well with our students.”
According to Burns’ son Malcolm Bean
’11, Burns has known she “wanted to speak
at commencement for a long time.” Notified
in August of her selection, she accepted earlier than previous speakers, allowing the MIT
community to be informed as early as November.
Bean also knew there would be a good
chance his mother would speak at his own
graduation. “My mother first served on the
ESD (Engineering Systems Division) subcommittee. She has always been impressed
by MIT, but her enthusiasm for MIT was really sparked by ESD and has developed with
her time on with the MIT Corporation,” Bean
said.
Burns joined the Corporation shortly after 2007. She now currently holds a five-year
term membership that ends in 2013.
According to Bean, Burns upholds many
MIT “ideals as well as its commitment to vigorous education and furthering engineering.”
Bean said, “Burns fits well as next speaker
Commencement, Page 12

Slocum’s ideas
for dining
The Course 2 professor’s
plan for reforming the
current dining system
and keeping everybody
happy. OPN, p. 4

Photos by John A. Hawkinson (left) and Elizabeth D’Arienzo (Right)—The Tech

City of Cambridge public works employees repair a broken water main on Massachusetts Avenue outside Building 33 (left). The Student Center (W20) was without water for most of Sunday because of the break, and all bathrooms in the building were sealed off (right).
The building was closed down for repairs overnight, and opened again early yesterday morning.

Water shutdown forces emergency closing
Student Center loses running water after main break under Massachusetts Avenue
By Joy Lee
Staff Reporter

Students returning from their Thanksgiving break on Sunday were greeted by orange,
yellow, and white signs plastered on the
doors of the student center announcing that
the building was without water and functioning restrooms. Bathrooms were cordoned off
with tape.
The Stratton Student Center (W20) was
closed briefly on Sunday night as a result of a

water main break on Massachusetts Avenue.
Water was restored shortly after midnight
Sunday by the City of Cambridge. Food vendors made do with bottled water.
City workers said that a trickle of water began around 2 p.m. on Saturday afternoon, but
they decided to wait until Sunday morning
to avoid working through the night. Though
they began early Sunday morning and had
restored water to W20 that night, they were
still at work on Monday morning repairing
the damaged pipe and restoring electrical

In Short

Death at Kendall
At approximately 11:30 a.m. on Monday, a 57-year-old male
MBTA passenger fell onto the tracks and was killed by an inbound Red Line subway train, according to The Cambridge
Chronicle. As of 10 p.m. last night, the identity of the victim has
not yet been released by MBTA officials. It is not known if the
victim is affiliated with MIT.
According to MBTA spokesman Joseph Pesaturo, the victim’s
name will not be released until his family has been properly notified. It has not yet been determined whether the death was a
suicide, accident, or homicide.
—Robert McQueen

Cutting poetry for Twitter?
Emily Ruppel questions the Writing
Department’s tech obsession. OPN, p. 5

Just ratify it already
Why is Congress stalling on nuke
reduction? No good reason. OPN, p. 5

connections to street lighting.
Campus Activities Complex Director
Philip J. Walsh made the decision to close the
building on Sunday evening — signs were
posted saying the building was closing at 10
p.m., and many students were asked to leave,
though some students worked in the building through midnight that without being informed or shushed out by CAC staff.
Walsh did not respond to inquiries about
W20 closing, Page 12

In the mood for some exercise?
Registration for PE classes over
IAP starts tomorrow (Wednesday) at 8 a.m. The tentative schedule is available at mitpe.com.

Toys for Tickets is happening
now! If you have a parking ticket
issued by the MIT Police, then
you can pay for it with unopened
toys of equal or greater value of
the ticket. Bring your ticket and
toys to W20-022 before Dec. 15.

The deadline to submit applications for LEF/ARCADE funding
is this Friday Dec. 3 at midnight.
This funding cycle is for community events planned to occur between Jan. 1 and Mar. 31.

The Anna Tang trial will restart
on Wednesday. Tang is the Wellesley student who stabbed Wolfe B.
Styke ’10 in his Next House dorm
room on Oct. 23, 2007. Her trial is
expected to last three days.

Plan a double
feature film night!

Women fencers
stand at 5-1

There’s a fine art to pairing
films. CL, p. 9

At last week’s home
tournament, women’s
fencing started strong
with victories over 5
colleges. SPO, p. 15
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creasingly chaotic” situation in the
North.
They also show that talk of the
North’s collapse may be rooted
more in hope than in any real strategy; similar predictions were made
in 1994 when the country’s founder,
Kim Il Sung, suddenly died, leaving his son to run the most isolated
country in Asia. And a Chinese expert warned, according to an U.S.
diplomat, that Washington was
deceiving itself once again if it believed “North Korea would implode
after Kim Jong Il’s death.”
And they show how even China
misjudged the North’s determination to develop its nuclear program.
For example, when the Obama administration started raising alarms
about North Korea’s uranium enrichment efforts, two senior Chinese Foreign Ministry officials reported that China’s experts believed
“the enrichment was only in its initial phases.”
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WASHINGTON — Over an official lunch in late February, a top
South Korean official confidently
told the U.S. ambassador, Kathleen
Stephens, that North Korea would
fall “two to three years” after the
death of Kim Jong Il, the country’s
ailing leader, Stephens later cabled
Washington. A new, younger generation of Chinese leaders “would be
comfortable with a reunited Korea
controlled by Seoul and anchored
to the United States in a benign alliance,” the diplomat predicted.
But if Seoul was destined to
control the entire Korean Peninsula, China — the powerful ally that
keeps the North alive with food and
fuel — would have to be placated.
So South Korea was already planning to assure Chinese companies
they would have ample commercial
opportunities in the mineral-rich

13

Rain wednesday, then
cooling off

northern part of the peninsula.
This trove of cables ends in
February, just before North Korea
began a series of military actions,
the latest the shelling of a South Korean island that killed four people,
that has thrown some of Asia’s most
prosperous countries into crisis.
None of that was predicted in the
dozens of State Department cables
about North Korea obtained by the
organization WikiLeaks, and in fact
even China, the North’s closest ally,
has often been startlingly wrong,
the cables show. But the documents
help explain why some South Korean and U.S. officials suspect the
military outbursts may be the last
snarls of a dying dictatorship.
The cables make it clear that
the South Koreans believe internal
tensions in the North have reached
a boiling point. In January of this
year, South Korea’s foreign minister
reported to a visiting U.S. official
that the South Koreans saw an “in-

The New York Times
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Online shoppers started buying on Thanksgiving and did
not let up on so-called Cyber Monday, the day retailers designated for more discounts and promotions. By 6 p.m. on Monday, Eastern time, sales were 20 percent higher than during the
same time period on the Monday after Thanksgiving a year ago,
according to Coremetrics, a research firm owned by IBM that
tracks online sales.
Cyber Monday was created five years ago to encourage
people to shop online from work, where they could use a highspeed Internet connection that they lacked at home. The day
has evolved into a way for online retailers to keep the spending
that began in earnest on the day after Thanksgiving, known as
Black Friday, going.
In fact, Shop.org, the online arm of the National Retail Federation, a trade group, said the percentage of people shopping
online from work on Monday was expected to drop more than
1 percentage point from last year, to 12.1 percent.
Industrywide, online retail sales for the month through Nov.
26 were up 13 percent, to $11.6 billion, according to comScore.
—Verne G. Kopytoff and Liz Robbins, The New York Times

Obama nonetheless expressed
optimism that the meeting would
be a productive fresh beginning.
While Congress has the final
word on federal pay, the president’s
freeze seemed certain, given the
political environment; if anything,
lawmakers may go further by cutting
pay. Republicans noted that some of
them had called for a pay freeze.
The pay freeze Obama announced wiped out plans for a 1.4
percent across-the-board raise in
2011 for 2.1 million federal civilian
employees, including those working at the Defense Department, and
it would mean no raise in 2012. The
freeze would not affect the nation’s
uniformed military personnel, and
civilian workers who were promoted would still receive the higher pay
for the higher grade or position.
The move would save $2 billion
in fiscal 2011, which ends Sept. 30,
and $5 billion by the end of two fiscal years. Over 10 years, it would
save $60 billion, according to Jeffrey
Zients, deputy director of the Office
of Management and Budget and the
government’s chief performance
officer.

Leaked cables show a guessing
game over North Korea

11
5

Retailers say online holiday
sales remain strong

WASHINGTON — President Barack Obama announced Monday a
two-year pay freeze for civilian federal workers as he sought to address
concerns over high annual deficits
and appealed to Republicans to find
a common approach to restoring the
nation’s economic and fiscal health.
“The hard truth is that getting
this deficit under control is going to
require some broad sacrifice, and
that sacrifice must be shared by employees of the federal government,”
Obama told reporters.
The pay freeze amounts to an
opening bid as the president and Republican congressional leaders begin jousting in earnest over tax and
spending policy. It also illustrates
how Obama can use his executive
power on occasion to get ahead of
newly elected Republicans; they had
been talking about making such a
move when they assumed control
of the House and additional Senate
seats this coming January.
But while the move represents

W

WASHINGTON — Last year, King Abdullah of Saudi Arabia proposed an unorthodox way to return Guantanamo Bay
prisoners to a chaotic country like Yemen without fear that
they would disappear and join a terrorist group — implant an
electronic chip in each detainee to track his movements, as is
sometimes done with horses and falcons.
“Horses don’t have good lawyers,” a U.S. official replied.
That discussion in March 2009 was one of hundreds recounted in a cache of secret State Department cables obtained
by WikiLeaks and made available to a number of news organizations that reveal painstaking U.S. efforts to safely reduce the
population of the Guantanamo Bay prison in Cuba.
U.S. diplomats went looking for countries that were not only
willing to take in former prisoners but could be trusted to keep
them under close watch. In a global bazaar of sorts, the officials
sweet-talked and haggled with foreign counterparts in efforts
to resettle detainees who were cleared for release but could not
be repatriated for fear of mistreatment, the cables show.
—Charlie Savage and Andrew W. Lehren, The New York Times

a gesture toward public anger over
the anemic economic recovery and
rising national debt, the $5 billion
to be saved over two years will barely dent a deficit that has exceeded
$1 trillion for the past two years.
And even those savings would be
swamped by the multi-trillion-dollar costs of the bigger issue dividing Obama and the Republicans
— what parts of the Bush-era tax
cuts to extend beyond their Dec. 31
expiration, and for how long.
That issue and others will be on
the agenda Tuesday when Obama
hosts the House and Senate leaders of
each party at the White House for the
first time since midterm elections.
Tuesday will also be the last day
for emergency federal assistance
for about 2 million Americans who
have been unemployed for long periods, and Friday a temporary measure providing money for government operations will run out. The
two parties are at odds over both
matters, with many Republicans
opposed to additional unemployment aid and demanding more cuts
from domestic spending for the fiscal year that began in October.

The New York Times
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Cables highlight dilemma of
Guantanamo detainees

By Peter Baker
and Jackie Calmes
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The very high levels of vitamin D that are often recommended by doctors and testing laboratories and can be achieved only
by taking supplements — are unnecessary and could be harmful, an expert committee says. It also concludes that calcium
supplements are not needed.
The group said most people have adequate amounts of vitamin D in their blood supplied by their diets and natural sources
like sunshine, the committee says in a report that is to be released Tuesday.
Over the past few years, the idea that nearly everyone needs
extra calcium and vitamin D — especially vitamin D — has
swept the nation.
With calcium, adolescent girls may be the only group that is
getting too little, the panel found. Older women, on the other
hand, may take too much, putting themselves at risk for kidney
stones. And there is evidence that excess calcium can increase
the risk of heart disease, the group wrote.
—Gina Kolata, The New York Times

Obama declares two-year
freeze on federal pay

12

Extra vitamin D and calcium
aren’t necessary, report says
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STAFF METEorologist

Yesterday’s sunny skies and
seasonal temperatures will give
way today and tomorrow to increasing clouds and warmer
than average temperatures
ahead of an approaching low
pressure systems. The models
are predicting a secondary low
(associated with a low pressure
in Ontario) to form in central
New York and affect our region
on Wednesday.
We should experience rain

35°N

showers beginning Wednesday
afternoon through very early
Thursday morning, which will
be heaviest Wednesday night.
A strong southerly low level jet
will give blustery conditions on
Wednesday, with gusts of up to
40 mph possible.
More towards the end of the
week, temperatures will cool
off substantially as a high pressure system moves in. Looking
a bit further, there is a chance
for our first snow flurries of the
season over the weekend!
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Extended Forecast
Today: Increasing clouds. High 48°F (9°C). S winds at 3-7
mph.
Tonight: Cloudy. Low 43°F (6°C). SE winds at 8-12 mph.
Tomorrow: Daytime rain showers/nighttime heavy rain.
High 56°F (13°C). Low 40°F (4°C). SE winds at 15-20
mph, gusts to 40 mph.
Thursday: Partly Cloudy. High 46°F (8°C). Low 32°F (0°C). E
winds at 10-15 mph.

Situation for Noon Eastern Time, Tuesday, November 30, 2010
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By William Yong
and Robert F. Worth
The New York Times

TEHRAN — Unidentified assailants riding motorcycles carried out
separate bomb attacks here Monday against two of the country’s top
nuclear scientists, killing one and
prompting accusations that the United States and Israel were again trying
to disrupt Iran’s nuclear program.
The slain scientist, Majid Shahriari, managed a “major project”
for the country’s Atomic Energy
Organization, Iran’s nuclear chief,
Ali Akbar Salehi, told the semiofficial IRNA news agency. His injured
colleague, Fereydoon Abbasi, is believed to be even more important;
he is on the U.N. Security Council’s

sanctions list for ties to the Iranian
nuclear effort.
President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad said that “undoubtedly the hand
of the Zionist regime and Western
governments is involved” in the
attacks. He also publicly acknowledged, apparently for the first time,
that the country’s nuclear program
had been disrupted recently by malicious computer software that attacked its centrifuges.
The two scientists are among the
most prominent in the Iranian nuclear
world, and the brazen daylight attacks
on them seemed certain to worsen
tensions over the country’s controversial uranium enrichment efforts.
Israel and the United States have
often signaled that they will not
tolerate a nuclear Iran. Neither has

acknowledged pursuing sabotage
or assassinations there, but both are
widely believed to be pursuing ways
to undermine the country’s nuclear
program short of bombing reactor
sites, including damaging the centrifuges to slow down the production of enriched uranium.
Philip Crowley, the State Department spokesman, did not address
the Iranian accusations in detail.
“All I can say is we decry acts of terrorism wherever they occur and beyond that, we do not have any information on what happened,” he said.
Diplomatic efforts to stop the
Iranian nuclear program appear to
have failed, and this year the United Nations and Western powers
imposed a new, tougher round of
sanctions.

In U.S. terrorism sting operations,
questions of entrapment
By Eric Schmitt
and Charlie Savage
The New York Times

WASHINGTON — The arrest Friday of a Somali-born teenager who
is accused of trying to detonate a car
bomb at a crowded Christmas treelighting ceremony in Portland, Ore.,
has again thrown a spotlight on the
government’s use of sting operations to capture terrorism suspects.
Some defense lawyers and civil
rights advocates said the government’s tactics, particularly since the
attacks of Sept. 11, 2001, have raised

questions about the possible entrapment of people who pose no real
danger but are enticed into pretend
plots at the government’s urging.
But law enforcement officials
said Monday that agents and prosecutors had carefully planned the
tactics used in the undercover operation that led to the arrest of the
Somali-born teenager, Mohamed
Osman Mohamud, 19, a naturalized
U.S. citizen. They said that Mohamud was given several opportunities
to vent his anger in ways that would
not be deadly, but that he refused
each time.

“I am confident that there is no
entrapment here, and no entrapment claim will be found to be successful,” Attorney General Eric H.
Holder Jr. said Monday.
Holder called the sting operation,
in which Mohamud was under the
scrutiny of federal agents for nearly
six months, “part of a forward-leaning way in which the Justice Department, the FBI, our law enforcement
partners at the state and local level
are trying to find people who are
bound and determined to harm
Americans and American interests
around the world.”

Climate change talks begin with
modest expectations
WASHINGTON — Global talks on climate change opened in Cancun, Mexico, on Monday with the toughest issues unresolved and little
expectation of a breakthrough on shaping an international treaty to
curb emissions of the heat-trapping gases linked to global warming.
But some who attended the meetings, sponsored by the United
Nations, expressed muted hope that small steps could be made
on a decades-long journey to reduce the planetary threat of rising
global temperatures.
This year’s talks come at a low point for global climate diplomacy. Last year, more than 100 heads of state gathered with hopes of
fashioning a binding treaty to address global warming. A year later,
midlevel envoys are trickling into a Mexican resort with hopes, at
best, of averting disaster.
Still, leaders expressed belief that the U.N. remained the best, if not
the only, place to address a problem that will require a global solution.
—John M. Broder, The New York Times

Comcast fee ignites fight over
videos on internet
Level 3 Communications, a central partner in the Netflix online
movie service, accused Comcast on Monday of charging a new fee
that puts Internet video companies at a competitive disadvantage.
Level 3, which delivers the Netflix streams of movies, said Comcast had erected a tollbooth that “threatens the open Internet,” and
indicated that it would seek government action on the issue.
Comcast quickly denied that the clash had anything to do with
network neutrality, instead calling it “a simple commercial dispute.”
The clash highlighted the growing importance of Internet video
delivery — an area that some people say needs to be monitored
more closely by government regulators. Net neutrality, which
posits that Internet traffic should be free of any interference from
network operators like Comcast, is thought to be on the December
agenda of the Federal Communications Commission.
—Brian Stelter, The New York Times

Google said to be bidding for
Groupon, site for daily deals
Google is prepared to pay $5 billion to $6 billion for Groupon,
the daily deals site, people familiar with the deal said Monday.
A deal could be struck as soon as this week, these people said,
cautioning that the talks still could fall apart.
At that price, Groupon would be the largest acquisition ever for
Google. The deal would make Google the market leader in the fastgrowing arena of locally tailored discounts.
—Evelyn M. Rusli and Claire Cain Miller, The New York Times

Graduate entrepreneurial Course HiGHliGHts - Fall 2010
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Bomb attacks made on two
Iranian nuclear experts

15.390 New Enterprises
Covers the process of identifying and quantifying market opportunities, then conceptualizing, planning, and
starting a new, technology-based enterprise. Topics include opportunity assessment, the value proposition, the
entrepreneur, legal issues, entrepreneurial ethics, the business plan, the founding team, seeking customers and
raising funds. Students develop detailed business plans for a start-up. MW2.30-4 (E62-276) or MW4-5.30 (4-163)
10.807/15.371 Innovation Teams
i-Teams, (short for “Innovation Teams”) is a unique MIT course that assembles cross-disciplinary teams of
students from across MIT. The goal of i-Teams is to teach students the process of science and technology
commercialization focusing on how to judge a technology’s commercial potential. Each team has access to
faculty, practitioners, business mentors, and fellow students throughout their project. Lecture: MW EVE (5.30-8
PM) (32-124)

15.399 Entrepreneurship Lab
Teams of science, engineering, and management students participate actively one day a week on-site with the
top management of high tech start-ups in order to gain experience in starting and running a new venture. Student
projects focus on one urgent aspect of the start-up, such as selection of target market, design of market-entry
strategy, choice of sales approach to initial customers, etc. Lecture: T EVE (6-9 PM) (E51-325)
15.356 H1 How to Develop Breakthrough
Products
15.365/ESD.58J Disruptive Technologies:
Predator or Prey
15.394 A/B Dilemmas in Founding New
Ventures
15.615 Basic Business Law for the
Entrepreneur and Manager
15.911 Entrepreneurial Strategy

Other Available Course Offerings
15.358 The Business of Software and
Digital Platforms
15.376J Media Lab Enterprises: Digital
Innovations
15.396 H2 Complex Sales Organization

15.363J/HST.971J Strategic Decision
Making in the Biomedical Business
15.387 H1 Technology Sales and Sales
Management
15.431 Entrepreneurial Finance

15.818 Pricing

15.900 Competitive Strategy

15.969 User Centered Innovation in the
Internet Age

15.971 Entrepreneurship and Prosperity in
Low Income Countries
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Housemasters are
supporting students
I just want to make it known that I am
deeply against the letter to the editor by
Richard Kramer ’75 from the November
23 issue of The Tech.
I have been a GRT at Simmons Hall
working with John Essigmann and Steven
Hall for the past three years, going on
four. For an alumnus, who has probably
never worked or interacted with John and
Steven, to say that these people are mere
cattle drivers and puppets of the administration is not only an insult to them and
the students in the dorms, but to MIT as
a whole.
I honestly cannot think of any other
MIT faculty that are more dedicated to
their students and their students’ well

being. Although John and Steven both
have busy schedules doing research, they
spend countless hours enriching the lives
of students.
Whether they interact with the students individually in the halls, at one of
their (nearly) weekly study breaks, or at
one of the (nearly) weekly residential
scholar events, they always make sure to
listen to the students and treat them with
utmost respect.
There hasn’t been a single house team
meeting that I have been to in the last 3.5
years in which the housemasters made
any decision that was to the detriment of
the students and their livelihood. Their
decisions are based on years of experience as housemasters and always put the
well being of the students first.
I would say that John and Ellen Essigmann and Steven Hall are exactly the
kind of people that MIT should hire as

housemasters and that MIT would be
hard pressed to find people as great and
caring as them.
Patrick R. Schmid G
Simmons Hall GRT

Scary new statue
The new student center sculpture,
“Math Man in the Fetal Position,” is very
insensitive to students. At this time of
year, when school related stress can be
so overwhelming, students need to be
consoled by the art around campus,
not mocked by it. Not one more student
should have to kneel in front of this
snowy Goliath in the quiet darkness of
3 a.m., crying silently to himself and
questioning the decisions that got him to
this point.
David A. Brescia ’11

Guest column

A balanced perspective on dining
Professor suggests evolutionary changes to the new plan
By Alex H. Slocum
As a long time community member I
respectfully ask the community to pretty
please consider the following with regard
to dining plans at MIT:

Observations
• Dining Plan based living groups effectively receive an annual subsidy of about
many $100k. This is neither sustainable nor
fair to kitchen based living groups.
• Many students dine out several times
a week (often for free) at other non-dorm
living groups, professional events (recruiting), department events, student activities
events…
• The Night Café in Simmons works
quite well and appears to be profitable.
• To require 7 breakfasts and 7 dinners
in four dorms costs more than many students are willing to pay.
• Two thousand students have signed a
petition against the current dining plan!
• Nevertheless, many parents (and students) want a dining plan.

Hypotheses
• A fair and sustainable dining plan must
be implemented, and can be a “win” for
Dining and Kitchen-based living groups.
• Cultures will not be adversely impacted by a dining plan if students are better
able to select the ideal living group.
• This can be facilitated if all living

groups create culture guides (e.g., MITGoogle search “dorm culture report”,
and see for example http://web.mit.edu/
ec/www/pub/East_Campus_Culture_Report_2008.pdf).
• The increased cost of a dining plan
could be partially offset by increased diet
quality, community value of eating together, and adjustments to the financial aid
program.
• Bold MIT-worthy creative thinking
could make things even better.

Basic experiments
• Evolve the proposed dining plan and
work within the dining plan community to
address financial, transfer/relocation, and
other issues as needed.
• Evolution step 1: 14, 12, 10, or 8 meals
per week options should be available to all.
Students should sign up in the Spring semester for the following year.
• Evolution step 2: Provide dinner in the
4 dining dorms but breakfast in just two
and “Night Cafés” and in at least the other
two dorms.
• Upgrade kitchens and facilities in the
kitchen-based dorms

MIT-worthy experiments
• A new interschool department “Culinary Arts” should be created where the MIT
Chefs who cook at night teach by day the
art, science, and history of cooking (watch
out Alton Brown!)

• This could be a “Freshman Experience” course.
• Look at the magnificent potential,
beyond just cooking and eating, that the
culinary arts can inspire (e.g., Ratatouille,
Emeril Lagasse, and Alton Brown). If just
one such script is created in the class, it
could fund dining at MIT for a long time!)
• Consider a variant of Safeway’s corporate health plan: everyone pays the basic
health insurance rate, and then they get
rebates for healthy living.
• Students on the dining plan receive
rebates based on healthy lifestyles (participation in sports, organized or on their own,
and meeting health goals, as determined
with their doctor).

Concluding thoughts
If none of the above can help all parties
come together to reach happiness, then I
believe we must for at least another year
keep the currently practiced dining plan in
place, but it must lose far less money, which
means prices do need to increase.
Alexander H. Slocum is the Pappalardo Professor of Mechanical Engineering,
Chairman of the Committee on Student
Life, Director of the Experimental Study
Group, where he is a pasta chef for semiweekly dinners, a Z-Center frequenter, and
a Hawaiian Shirt wearing faculty member.
He invites anyone who wants to discuss
dining in more detail to go for a walk ‘n
talk or a run.
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Hybrid classes on social media should not supplant advanced poetry studies
By Emily C. Ruppel
The Director of the Program in Writing
and Humanistic Studies, Tom Levenson,
met with me and wrote a response to my
opinion column in The Tech last week, clarifying a few points he feels were errors.
Mr. Levenson has said that Advanced
Poetry was not “cut,” (it’s just not on the
schedule, anymore), and that the decision
was not a financial one — with the money
he has to spend in the writing department,
his commitment to poetry is: exactly four
classes a year; thus, when finalizing next
semester’s course offerings (which would
include classes like “Writing for Social
Media,” the relative worth of which I questioned in my letter), he cancels classes he
feels the department can’t afford to spend
any money on (which is, unless I am incredibly dense, a “budget issue”).
While I understand Mr. Levenson’s in-

terest in hybridizing poetry and technology at MIT, in a writing program, whether
you’re at a great institution like this one or
at Possum Turd Community College, I do
feel that choosing digital communication
classes over traditional forms is a mistake.
The point is this: Mr. Levenson is still
more focused on the number, rather than
the depth, of the classes in the writing department’s course schedule. The reason
for offering an advanced class is to allow
the students who take it the opportunity to
dig deeper into their chosen form, focusing their attention and honing their skills
in a way that is impossible to do while
still learning fundamentals. In advanced
classes, the developing writer can continue
to study with a teacher who is already familiar with her strengths and weaknesses,
but, even more importantly, to get serious,
well-informed feedback from colleagues
who also have a working knowledge of the

form.
Cutting the advanced poetry class does
exactly what I said in my message — trades
this intimate and necessary familiarity for
either innovative or more basic classes.
Choosing to offer technology-dependent

Choosing to offer techdependent or hybrid
classes without offering
the advanced classes is
negligent…
or hybrid classes without offering the advanced classes (and, something I didn’t
even mention in my column, neither asking the incredibly bright and passionate
undergraduate students at MIT who major

in writing for their input, nor even directly
informing them that the cancelation had
been made) is negligent and somewhat insulting.
Partially in response to my letter in
The Tech, writing students at MIT have requested to be part of the decision-making
process as the Program in Writing and
Humanistic Studies restructures itself, an
effort that Mr. Levenson has, much to his
credit, truly welcomed. Student interest
and involvement in the future of the humanities is a worthy initiative, regardless of
what your opinion on the worth of poetry
happens to be.
The fact that my letter in The Tech has
caused so much conversation about what
we, as a society, value, and why, has been a
real surprise. A welcome one.
Emily Ruppel is a graduate student in
the Program in Science Writing and draws
the MITWIT cartoon for The Tech.

Ratify START
The new nuclear arms control treaty might not accomplish much, but it doesn’t hurt either
By Keith Yost
Staff Columnist

On April 8, 2010, Barack Obama and
Dmitry Medvedev, prompted by the expiry
(and coming expiry) of previous nuclear
weapons treaties, signed the New Strategic
Arms Reduction Treaty, or “New START”
for short. If ratified, New START will bind
the U.S. and Russia to three important limits on strategic nuclear weapons for a duration of ten years:
• Neither side shall have deployed more
than 1,550 strategic nuclear warheads.
• Neither side shall have, deployed or
non-deployed, more than 800 intercontinental ballistic missile (ICBM)
launchers, submarine launched ballistic missile (SLBM) launchers, and
heavy bombers equipped for nuclear
weapons
• Neither side shall have deployed more
than 700 for ICBMs, SLBMs, and heavy
bombers equipped for nuclear weapons.
Republican victories in the midterm
elections have cast some doubt on whether
the treaty will be ratified. It takes 67 yea
votes to ratify a treaty in the U.S. Senate,
and while nuclear arms control is not usually an objectionable issue, there is a small
group of Republicans, led by Jon Kyl of Arizona, seeking to prevent the treaty’s passage.
For a long time, the liberal tendency
toward moral casuistry and legal exegesis
in foreign policy has grated against the
powerful sense of nationalism felt by most
Americans. There is the palpable sense that
the left’s allegiance is split, that when the
chips are on the table, they will value international institutions or idealistic codes

more than U.S. national interests. We automatically trusted men like Eisenhower to
keep the nation safe, but Kennedy had to
rail about a non-existent “missile gap” to
earn his commander-in-chief bona fides.
It was natural, therefore, that Obama
would be weak on issues like START, and he
did himself no favors when he followed up
the signing with the claim that he wanted a
nuclear free world — this sort of idealism is
what has made America wary of left-wing
foreign policy.

START does vanishingly
little to combat the real
risk factors associated
with today’s nuclear
weapons…
It also doesn’t help that the treaty itself
has no eminently compelling reason for
ratification. The weakness of the treaty’s
verification mechanisms, and the lack of
restriction on “undeployed” nuclear weapons defeats most of what it aims to achieve.
START does vanishingly little to combat
the real risk factors associated with today’s
nuclear weapons, namely theft of nuclear
material and proliferation. In fact, it may
increase the risk: it takes the same number of guards, gates, and guns to secure a
warehouse that holds 2000 warheads as it
does to secure one that holds 1000, but the
security risk from dismantling warheads
— transporting them to distant facilities,
monitoring the material as it is blended
down into fuel, etc. — may dwarf the risk
of protecting a static arsenal. Furthermore,
the treaty’s savings from decreasing our

maintenance costs on nuclear weapons are
very tiny — likely on the order of $2 billion
per year (though it is difficult to tell if Republicans care very much about this point
given that Sen. Kyl is demanding $80 billion for an unnecessary “modernization”
of our nuclear arsenal).
Ultimately however, none of these
points are strong enough to justify opposing the treaty. So what if New START
doesn’t accomplish much of anything — if
nothing in the treaty is outright objectionable, why forego the opportunity to improve relations with Russia?
In the end, Republican opposition to
the treaty is rooted in the Kahnian notion of
“tragic but distinguishable postwar states.”
Some of them still believe in the “winability” of a nuclear war, the idea that when
the dust settles, having 100 million of your
citizens still alive is a vastly better outcome
than only having 10 million left alive, and
that a stronger nuclear arsenal will make
the difference between these two states.
From that perspective, the treaty is a
terrible one for the United States. In particular, the limits on launching systems and
heavy bombers are onerous; the U.S, unlike
Russia, maintains a good number of these
delivery systems for non-nuclear purposes, e.g. bombers that could drop nuclear
weapons, but instead drop conventional
ordinance. In this sense, the treaty is disadvantageous — it binds the U.S. more than it
binds Russia.
More to the point, Russia is a developing country, with its GDP a mere fraction
of the United States’. Knowing that Moscow
cannot keep up, why shouldn’t we maintain a counterforce arsenal sufficient to
ensure that if nuclear war ever did break
out, we’d be the ones left with 100 million
citizens alive, not 10 million?

The problem with “tragic but distinguishable postwar states” is that they really
are not all that distinguishable as a matter
of practice. The effort and concessions that
a country will give to prevent 200 million
of its citizens dying are functionally the
same as what it would give to spare 290
million from death. Whether we develop
the capability to save a hundred million of
our own, or achieve the power to destroy
another hundred million of our rivals does
not make an appreciable difference in how
well we may resist coercion or coerce others.

If START were a
treaty on, say, naval
warships instead of
nuclear weapons, the
Republican mentality
might make sense.
If START were a treaty on, say, naval
warships instead of nuclear weapons, the
Republican mentality might make sense.
But the two are not the same. With warships, one can reliably avoid destruction
by having more and better warships than
one’s rival — with nuclear weapons, destruction can only be reliably avoided by
navigating around the showdowns that
lead to using nuclear weapons. If START
helps warm things between us and Russia
by even a little, it will make our country
more secure.
New START is a modest treaty that will
not accomplish much. But it is hardly the
bogeyman than some Republicans are
making it out to be. It should be ratified.

Guest column

HDAG plan is the healthier choice
Coaches hail new dining plan as what they’ve been waiting for
By Halston W. Taylor, Chad D.
Martinovich, Cheryl F. Silva and Matt
Lindblad
The faculty coaches at MIT strongly support the new dining plan developed by the
House Dining Advisory Group (HDAG). This
plan addresses a significant area of concern
the Department of Athletics, Physical Education and Recreation (DAPER) faculty has
had for the well being of MIT students.
MIT students invest a tremendous
amount of time and energy into their activities and academics, often putting in 18
hour days over extended periods of time.
These students, who tend to be extremely
passionate about being successful at the
highest level possible, are representing MIT
in academic and athletic competitions on
the local, regional and national stages and
deserve a dining plan that enables them to
train to meet their goals.
We appreciate the hard work and the
careful, thoughtful process undertaken by

HDAG and MIT to put this plan together.
While we understand the opposition to
change and hope that some compromises
can be made for students residing in houses that will implement the new plan, this
should not prevent what we believe is a
better and healthier plan from being implemented.
Since MIT made the decision to close
all of the dining halls in 1993, students who
need a more substantial and nutritious diet
than they would likely get on their own have
suffered. Currently, they have few affordable healthy options other than shopping
and cooking for themselves. The benefits
of a dining plan that would provide healthy,
self-determined portions in an efficient
manner would benefit the entire MIT community.
In addition, the lack of dining available
in the morning and after 7 p.m., the time
when many students finish their activities,
puts many students in a position where they
have to go to class and exams hungry — and

these students also miss the key timing of
replacing the necessary protein and muscle
glucose lost to a hard bout of exercise. This

This problem snowballs
day to day until the
student gets injured,
sick or just cannot
perform at a high
enough level.
problem snowballs day to day until the student gets injured, sick or just cannot perform at a high enough level.
A dining plan that includes later hours
to accommodate post practice and evening
exam schedules, breakfast options that are
nutritious and time efficient, and dining
that supports small and large community

building would support overall student
health and wellness.
Furthermore, good nutritional plans are
the foundation for training to be successful in the classroom and on the fields and
courts. The benefits of providing dining
plans that allow students to improve their
mental and physical performance as well
as prevent injury and illness are part of any
elite program.
DAPER has been advocating for changes
to the dining system for nearly 20 years and
we are very pleased that MIT plans to implement healthier options in September.
Again, we are very appreciative of the effort everyone has put into this new plan and
look forward to the better health and performance of our students.
Professor Halston W. Taylor is the director of track & field and cross country, Chad
D. Martinovich is the head football coach,
Cheryl F. Silva is the head field hockey
coach, and Matt Lindblad is the head sailing coach.
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Department is wrong to put technology before poetry
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Gabriel’s Home For Lost Boys

Additional Boys
by Jerry Holkins
and Mike Krahulik
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Steal My Comic by Michael Ciuffo

5

8 7
4

5
6 3 7 4
9 Sudoku
5 1
2
6
6
3
8
7
5 1
4
1 7 3 9
5
7
9 8
6
Solution, page 13

Instructions: Fill in
the grid so that each
column, row, and 3 by
3 grid contains exactly
one of each of the digits
1 through 9.

6
7

1 2 7
2
4 6 8
9 6
7
2 3
1
9
1 5
9
3 1
5 1 6
2
8
8 4 2
5

Crossword Puzzle
Solution, page 13

ACROSS
1 ‘80s arcade game
9 Appeared
15 Bologna tongue
16 Bring into harmony
17 Denial
18 Sarandon movie, “__ and
Louise”
19 Mineral in the raw
20 Loss of memory
22 Little shaver
23 Show shock, e.g.
25 Vase with a base
26 NASA orbiter
27 1997 Nicolas Cage movie
29 Pizza purchase
30 Front part of plane
31 Space station visitor
33 Basic principle
34 Behind with the bills
36 Wound crusts
39 Ones with a will
43 Color variation

44
45
46
47
48
49
50
54
55
57
59
60
61
62

Pool stick
Old-time actress Renee
D-Day vessel
Make imperfect
Writer Jong
Press into service
Blackthorn liqueur
Watch pocket
Aircraft pioneer
Kinsman
Spanish pianist Jose
Winced
Molded dishes
Pittsburgh players

DOWN
1 Mediterranean island
2 Sound systems
3 Public spectacle
4 In the style of
5 Tickets
6 Cause bodily injury
7 In due time

8
9
10
11
12
13
14
21
24
28
29
30
32
33
35
36
37
38
40
41
42
44

Zilch
Sarcastic wit
Hawke of “Reality Bites”
Summer in Rouen
Vertical bar between
panes
All together
Resolute
Connecting rooms
Piranha
Genetic material
Blender setting
Greek advisor at Troy
Conductor Toscanini
Corporate ID
One-time link
Island near Martinique
Mollycoddles
Pays to play
Mouth
Get back to normal
Marine bottoms
French port on the channel

47 “Countdown” network
51 Fractions of a joule
52 Frobe of “Goldfinger”

53 Nastase of tennis
56 Hindu title
58 Latvian chess master
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campus Life

Brouhaha Rhythm

A night in at the movies
Tips for hosting the ideal double–feature

Top, Lionsgate Pictures; Bottom, columbia pictures

The Forbidden Karate Kid: Jackie Chan films about Western youth improving themselves through martial arts: ideal for an evening in with Chinese takeout with your fellow
training montage fans.

By Michael T. Lin
campus life editor

Hosting a good double feature, like assembling a good mix tape, is an art form.
Sure, you could theoretically pick any two
movies based on random selection or convenience and watch them together, but if
you’re going to sit down with your friends
and spend four to five hours staring at the
same screen together, you might as well take
a little extra time to plan. You could take any
of several different approaches in picking
which movies to watch and what order to
watch them in, depending on the situation.

Let’s pick a genre
Like writers and public speakers, a good
movie host should know his audience, who
will probably be the biggest factor in movie
selection. In theory, you could match your
movie selection with...
…your audience. This should be a
no–brainer, if you know what your audience likes. You’re watching with your fantasy football league, you pick sports movies.
You’re watching with a significant other,
you ideally pick movies you both like — or,
barring that, movies he/she likes. If you’re
watching with a random sampling of MIT
students and are hoping for passersby to
join you, escapist fantasy with positively–
portrayed nerd characters is hard to beat. In
related news, Back to the Future has a new
box set out.
…your mood. You’re the host, you
should get to pick. If you’re feeling happy,
watch comedies. If you’re feeling depressed,
period drama — the grayer the period, the
better. If you’re feeling vulnerable, it’s a
good time for horror. And if you’re under

the influence of recreational hallucinogens,
Fantasia and Yellow Submarine.
…the dinner you just ate. Most movie
nights fit around or after dinner, and the
particularly perceptive guests will appreciate the cohesiveness of the evening. Chinese food means kung fu films, authentic or
semi–authentic Italian food means crime
drama (the cheesier the better), fast food
goes with beefy action films, and the ever–
versatile pizza lends itself to just about anything. That being said, bonus points go to
the person who organizes a 7–hour Ninja
Turtles marathon.

Line up your selections
Once you’ve selected a genre, there are
a number of methods for picking the films
themselves:
The Big Lazy: Pick movie. Add sequel.
For variety, sequel may be replaced with a
remake, or a subsequent work by same production team in similar idiom, like Shaun of
the Dead and Hot Fuzz.

Like writers and public
speakers, a good
movie host should
know his audience.
The Kevin Bacon: Movies are linked by
a common actor. See also the Kevin Bacon,
Once Removed, where movies are linked
by actors in a common work. I’m personally
fond of double features built around former
Firefly cast members.
The Daily Dose of Irony: Otherwise dissimilar movies are connected by a common

feature. In Bruges and Death at a Funeral
both feature dwarfs under varying degrees
of drug intoxication and in varying levels of
peril, for instance. If I had the nervous constitution for horror films, I’d consider showing Carrie and Matilda as the “Telekinetic
Woman Scorned” double feature.
The CinePun: Word play is always fun.
Just the other week, I went to my friends’
showing of “Tron Air.” Once I manage to put
together a showing of “Run Fatboy Run Lola
Run,” I look forward to hanging out with
them in the little known two–and–a–halfth
circle of the Inferno reserved for those who
make bad puns.
The Siskel and Ebert: Movies are
matched by collective agreement of their
quality. This is especially common around
Oscar season, when people gather to watch
nominees. On the other end of the spectrum are the hilariously bad movies, which
is why I purchased both Plan 9 From Outer
Space and Manos: The Hands of Fate, although buying the Mystery Science Theater
3000 box set probably could have saved me
the trouble.

Who’s on first?
The last thing to consider is in what order
to play your films. Movie night, like the ancient Greek theatre, should seek audience
catharsis, and playing your double feature
in reverse can have the exact opposite of the
intended effect. Fortunately, this step tends
to be pretty straightforward. If you’re dealing with sequels, the order of release usually works fine, although prequels have the
option of chronological order, as well.
If you want to be able to sleep at a reasonable hour that night, put any long epic
first, so people can leave after the bulk of

the night’s programming. A friend of mine
once paired Lawrence of Arabia (216 minutes) with Reservoir Dogs (99 minutes), although why you’d have to pair Lawrence of
Arabia with anything is beyond me. A Gone
With The Wind/Titanic double feature is
similarly ill–advised for a multitude of reasons, only some of which are time–related.
And if you want to sleep at all, I recommend putting the lighter or funnier film
second. Ending on a high note is more than
an operatic tendency, it’s also useful movie
night philosophy. The last thought of the
evening will be sitting in the back of your
guests’ heads until bedtime (or if they get

Movie night, like the
ancient Greek theatre,
should seek audience
catharsis.
really involved, breakfast), and if the parting shot is of a sequel hook or a final scare,
their unsettled mental state is your responsibility. I typically prefer to tie up loose ends
and finish with a smile, but that’s mostly a
matter of personal preference. Explosions
can work just as well, but my DVD collection includes no Michael Bay.
The end of the semester approaches.
Movies are an excellent way to relax flexibly and without much travel time. Feel free
to do the math (unless you’re course 18, in
which case you may prefer to rest). Now,
if you’ll excuse me, I have to try and find
something to pair with Caddyshack that
isn’t 18 consecutive showings of Holes.

Campus Life Campus Life Campus Life Campus Life Campus Life CampuS

For a good double
feature...prepare lots
of popcorn
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130
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Housing Change
Requests
The numbers represent
the students who are on
each dorm’s waiting list for
housing in that dorm

By Andrew Pollack
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The New York Times

113

79

Baker

72

74

74
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Burton Conner

70
38

MacGregor

38
65

53

East Campus

62

48
61

58
Bexley

44

Simmons Hall

43

McCormick

31

Random Hall

23

21

NW35

18

19

Next House

15
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10

10

Cultural Houses

6

6

Senior House

2

39
52

New House

In cancer research, a new
target: tumors’ fuel line

Late Oct
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Sarah ritter—The Tech

The above data is up-to-date and taken from the MIT Housing website. The data includes students moving into dorms from off-campus.

Royal Bengal
Boston’s only authentic Bengali Cuisine restaurant
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Reasonably Priced Dinners
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T: Red Line, Bus #1 – Central Square
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(or more) order with MIT ID.

Free delivery for orders over $10.
Take-out, platters, and catering available.
http://www.royalbengalrestaurant.com/

SPERM DONORS
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per month
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For the last decade cancer drug
developers have tried to jam the accelerators that cause tumors to grow.
Now they want to block the fuel line.
Cancer cells, because of their rapid growth, have a voracious appetite
for glucose, the main nutrient used
to generate energy. And tumors often
use glucose differently from healthy
cells, an observation first made by a
German biochemist in the 1920s.
That observation is already used
to detect tumors in the body using
PET scans. A radioactive form of glucose is injected into the bloodstream
and accumulates in tumors, lighting
up the scans.
Now, efforts are turning from
diagnosis to treating the disease by
disrupting the special metabolism
of cancer cells to deprive them of
energy.
The main research strategy of the
last decade has involved so-called
targeted therapies, which interfere
with genetic signals that act like accelerators, causing tumors to grow.
But there tend to be redundant accelerators, so blocking only one with
a drug is usually not enough.
In theory, however, depriving tumors of energy should render all the
accelerators ineffective.
“The accelerators still need the
fuel source,” said Dr. Chi Dang, a
professor of medicine and oncology
at Johns Hopkins University. Indeed,
he said, recent discoveries show that
the genetic growth signals often
work by influencing cancer cells’
metabolism.
The efforts to exploit cancer’s
sweet tooth are in their infancy,
with few drugs in clinical trials. But
interest is growing among pharmaceutical companies and academic
researchers.
One factor spurring interest in
cancer metabolism is the intriguing
interplay between cancer and diabetes, a metabolic disease marked
by high levels of blood glucose. The
possible link between the two great
scourges has garnered so much attention that the American Cancer
Society and the American Diabetes
Association jointly published a consensus statement this summer summarizing the evidence.
People with Type 2 diabetes
tend to have a higher risk of getting
certain cancers. And preliminary
evidence suggests that metformin,
the most widely used diabetes pill,
might be effective in treating or preventing cancer.
It is still not clear if high blood
glucose is the reason diabetics have
a higher cancer risk. A more likely
explanation is that people with Type
2 diabetes have high levels of insulin,
a hormone that is known to promote
growth of certain tumors, according
to the consensus statement.
Similarly, metformin might fight
cancer by lowering insulin levels, not
blood sugar levels. But there is some
evidence that the drug works in part
by inhibiting glucose metabolism in
cancer cells.
Even if blood sugar levels fuel

tumor growth, however, experts say
that trying to lower the body’s overall
level of blood sugar — like by starving oneself — would probably not be
effective. That is because, at least for
people without diabetes, the body is
very good at maintaining a certain
blood glucose level despite fluctuations in diet.
“When a patient with cancer is
calorically restricted, the amount
of glucose in the blood until they
are almost dead is close to normal,”
said Dr. Michael Pollak, professor
of medicine and oncology at McGill
University in Montreal. Also, Pollak
said, tumors are adept at extracting
glucose from the blood. So even if
glucose is scarce, he said, “the last
surviving cell in the body would be
the tumor cell.”
So efforts are focusing not on
reducing the body’s overall glucose
level but on interfering specifically
with how tumors use glucose.
This gets to the Warburg effect,
named after Otto Warburg, the German biochemist and Nobel Prize
winner who first noticed the particular metabolism of tumors in the
1920s.
Most healthy cells primarily burn
glucose in the presence of oxygen to
generate ATP, a chemical that serves
as a cell’s energy source. But when
oxygen is low, glucose can be turned
into energy by another process,
called glycolysis, which produces
lactic acid as a byproduct. Muscles
undergoing strenuous exercise use
glycolysis, with the resultant buildup
of lactic acid.
What Warburg noticed was that
tumors tended to use glycolysis even
when oxygen was present. This is
puzzling because glycolysis is far less
efficient at creating ATP.
One theory is that cancer cells
need raw materials to build new
cells as much as they need ATP. And
glycolysis can help provide those
building blocks.
“You can have energy that turns
on the lights in your house, but that
energy can’t build anything,” said
Matthew G. Vander Heiden, assistant professor of biology at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology.
Still, as with everything else
about cancer, metabolism is complex. Not all tumor cells use glycolysis, and some normal cells do. So
it could be challenging to develop
drugs that can hurt tumors but not
normal cells.
Two early efforts by a company
called Threshold Pharmaceuticals
to interfere with glucose metabolism did not work well in clinical trials. One of Threshold’s drugs, called
2DG, is the same form of glucose
used in PET imaging, but without
the radioactivity. Because of a slight
chemical modification, this form of
glucose cannot be metabolized by
cells, so it accumulates.
But much less 2DG buildup is
needed to spot a tumor on a scan
than to destroy it by gumming up
its works. Large amounts of the drug
were needed because 2DG lasted
only a short time in the body and
because it had to compete with the
natural glucose that is abundant in

the bloodstream.
Efforts have not ended, however. Waldemar Priebe, a professor
of medicinal chemistry at the M.D.
Anderson Cancer Center, said he
had developed a way to deliver up to
10 times as much 2DG to a tumor. It
has been licensed to a startup called
Intertech Bio.
The other Threshold drug, glufosfamide, consisted of glucose
linked to a standard chemotherapy
agent. The idea was that, as with the
Trojan horse, the tumors would eagerly ingest the glucose only to then
be poisoned.
In a late-stage clinical trial involving more than 300 patients with
advanced pancreatic cancer, glufosfamide prolonged lives compared
with no treatment, but not by a statistically significant amount.
A new company, Eleison Pharmaceuticals, plans to repeat the
trial. Dr. Forrest Anthony, Eleison’s
chief medical officer, said the original trial would have succeeded had
it excluded 43 diabetics who were
taking insulin, which is known to
impede PET scanning for tumors.
Insulin “sends glucose into skeletal
muscle and fat tissue and away from
the cancer,” he said.
Many other companies and scientists are trying to develop drugs
that inhibit enzymes — for example,
pyruvate kinase M2, involved in tumor metabolism.
Yet another approach is not to
starve a tumor of energy but to give it
more energy, and that is the idea behind a substance called dichloroacetate, or DCA. Dr. Evangelos Michelakis of the University of Alberta, who
came up with the idea, says there is
a mechanism by which cells that become defective can commit suicide
for the greater good of the body.
But cancer cells usually do not
kill themselves. Michelakis says this
could be because they lack sufficient
energy.
DCA, a simple chemical that is
formed in small quantities when
drinking water is chlorinated, has
long been used to treat certain rare
diseases in which lactic acid builds
up in the body. DCA inhibits an
enzyme called pyruvate dehydrogenase kinase. The effect of that inhibition is to move metabolism away
from lactic acid-producing glycolysis and toward more normal oxidation of glucose in the mitochondria,
the energy factories of the cell.
In 2007, Michelakis and colleagues published a paper showing
that DCA, when put in drinking water, could slow the growth of human
lung tumors implanted into rats. It
seemed the DCA did not affect normal cells.
Since DCA is not a novel compound, it cannot be patented, making it unlikely a pharmaceutical company would pay for clinical trials. So
Michelakis has been raising money
from foundations and governments
to conduct larger clinical trials.
“We have only assumptions and
theoretical excitement,” Michelakis said. Still, he added, “there’s no
question that this is a new direction
that is logical and very appealing.”
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Some students still find revised dining plan lacking
Baker president resigns from HDAG, encourages students to sign SayNo petition online
Dining, from Page 1
perclassmen the option to purchase cheaper
plans will ease the transition into the new dining system.
“We’re offering the transition plan that will
allow dorm cultures to stay intact,” Humphreys
said. “The flexibility of the plan takes into account students’ busy schedules and will give
more options if they were considering moving
out.”
But some students complain that the essence of the new plan has not changed. “DSL
administrators seem more concerned with
winning this battle against the students, than
with creating a good dining plan. The new
option offered today reflects this, and it does
nothing to solve the underlying problems with
the plan or address the concerns of freshmen
and future underclassmen,” Baker president
Andy Wu ’11 said in an e-mail to Baker House
and the Undergraduate Association last night.
In that same e-mail, Wu announced his resignation from the House Dining Advisory Group.
Tom Gearty, director of communications
for the Division of Student Life, said the new
plan does not mean the end of community at
FSILGs and off-campus dorms. “We can improve community in the house dining system
without working to the detriment of the other
communities with concerns. You’re MIT students — if anyone can adapt and innovate, it’s
this community.”
Some worry that mandatory dining will discourage pledges still living in dorms from eating
dinner at their fraternities. Gearty said, “Can it
have an impact? Possibly yes. We will have to
go into discussion about how to mitigate it. We
won’t know until we put the plan into place and
we’ll try to accommodate the concerns as we
move forward.”
Hon believes that students will not be satisfied with the transition plan. “It’s inclusion surprised us in that the transition plan isn’t even
that attractive to students in dining dorms right
now,” he said.
Hon also cited concerns about lack of transparency in the process of formulating the new
dining plan.
“We’re concerned with HDAG’s attitudes

The Revised Dining Plan
Transition plan Basic plans

Maseeh flexible lunch plans

Available only to
the classes of
2012 and 2013

Set number of meals per week, which can be used
on breakfast, brunch, lunch (at Maseeh Hall), or dinner.
Required for Maseeh Hall residents.

7

meal
plan

Set number of weekly breakfasts and dinners.
Required for residents of Baker, McCormick,
Next, Simmons (excluding classes of 2012 and 2013)

10 12 14 10 12 14 19
meal
plan

meal
plan

meal
plan

meal
plan

meal
plan

meal
plan

meal
plan

$4500

Annual
price

$2500

$2900

$3400

$3800

$3375

$3875

$4300

Price
per meal

$11.90

$9.67

$9.44

$9.05

$11.25

$10.76

$10.24
per meal

per meal

Meal
allocation

Any 7 meals
(breakfast,
bruch, lunch,
or dinner)

• 5 breakfast
or brunch
• 5 dinner

• 6 breakfast
or brunch
• 6 dinner

• 7 breakfast
or brunch
• 7 dinner

Any 10 meals

Any 12 meals

Any 14 meals

Any 19 meals

• Juniors
• Seniors

• Juniors
• Seniors

Eligible
classes

per year

per meal

per year

per year

per meal

per meal

per year

per meal

• Sophomores • Freshmen
• Juniors
• Sophomores
• Seniors
• Juniors
• Seniors

per year

per meal

• Juniors
• Seniors

per year

per year

per meal

per year

$7.90

• Sophomores • Sophomores • Freshmen
• Juniors
• Juniors
• Sophomores
• Seniors
• Seniors
• Juniors
• Seniors
Connor Kirschbaum

that certain concerns will be addressed as time
passes on. All these issues should have been
vetted thoroughly during the process that happened last year. We want the commitment from
administration that everything is on the table,
without the basic restrictive fundamental assertions that got us to our current proposed
dining plan,” he said.
Both Wu and Hon urged students to continue protesting the dining plan. In his e-mail,
Wu asked Bakerites to sign the SayNo petition,
while Hon asked students to e-mail Dean Colombo their opinions on the revised plan. The
letters were copied to The Tech. As of Monday

midnight, there were 41 e-mails, all of them in
opposition to the proposed plan, and several
sent from parents of students.
Hon sees the changes as a small, if unsatisfactory step forward.
“One positive message that comes out of this
announcement, however, is the acknowledgement by HDAG and Colombo that the plan can
be revised, which contradicts their earlier assertion that there is no room for changes,” Hon
said. “These revisions, though minimal, show
that the process of settling on MIT’s new dining
plan is still ongoing and that the overwhelming
student outcry is having an effect.”

Humphreys told The Tech, however, in both
an interview and e-mail correspondence that
the structure of the plans is now final. Future
changes would only involve other minor adjustments, “such as hours of operation and
food options for residents who have particular
dietary, religious or personal needs.”
Humphreys sees the new plan as a return
to form for MIT. “Twenty years ago, MIT had a
meal plan, and for the past twenty years, people
have been experimenting with various plans,
none of which have worked. This new system
will at last provide quality food and nutrition,
benefiting the MIT community.”
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http://entrepreneurship.mit.edu/course/15390
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Commencement, from Page 1
and really embodies what MIT is
about.”
The student representatives responsible for compiling student
input include UA president Vrajesh
Y. Modi ’11, Class 2011 President
Anshul Bhagi ’11, and former GSC
president Gleb M. Akselrod G and
current GSC president Ulric J. Ferner G.
Ferner said, “It is appropriate
and fantastic that someone who has
a link and supports MIT is speaking
at the University’s 150th Anniversary.”
Bhagi said that Burns’ leadership and success as an engineer
makes her a good choice as the
commencement speaker.
According to Bean, one of the
main focuses of Burns’ speech will
be acknowledging that we are all
“fortunate to come to MIT and remembering we didn’t do this by
ourselves.” Bean said Burns wants
to emphasize “We are fortunate to
have talent, financial support, and
family support. It’s our chance to
improve the world. We should use
the talent gained from MIT and not
waste it.”
As the 2011 speaker, Burns will
follow in suit of Corporation members such as 2010 speaker Raymond
S. Stata ’57, 2009 speaker Governor
Deval Patrick, and 2007 speaker
and former MIT president Charles
M. Vest.

Choosing a speaker
According to the MIT Commencement website, some of the
responsibilities the Corporation
and its committees hold are “reviewing and providing guidance
on strategic directions, approving
annual budgets, electing the President (as well as the other Corporation officers), and being available
(individually as well as collectively)
to advise the President on issues
that he/she may wish to raise with
them.”

According to Gallagher, “In May
following elections, student leadership solicits feedback from their
constituents. Once compiled we
meet to review all of the suggestions
and to prepare a list of names for the
President.” Grimson said a short list
“10 to 12 names are usually recommended unranked” after extensive
discussion on each nominee.
Ferner said that students are invited to submit up to three names
for speakers and every nominee
that has more than one nomination is discussed in length. Ferner
also noted in the case of graduate
students, there was “a bias towards
speakers from technical and research backgrounds.”
Student members of the Commencement Committee said they
were pleased with the overall process, and the level of student input.
Ferner said that he was particularly “impressed and happy with
how proactive administration is in
seeking student input.”
Bhagi said, “It is easy to think
students should pick the name for
a speaker, but everyone needs their
voice and opinion heard.”
Grimson said, “Hockfield takes
the list seriously and gives all input
great consideration.” According to
Grimson, there has been frequent
overlap in this list and the chosen
speakers in previous years.
Grimson added that MIT tends
to exclude “entertainers” as it is an
“honor to speak at MIT.” According to Grimson, although MIT does
pay expenses and provides a small
unique gift to speakers, the Institute
does not provide monetary compensation like some other colleges.
Grimson said that it is rare for
nominees to turn down the invitation for lack of a speaking fee.
MIT does not offer honorary
degrees to its commencement
speakers for similar reasons. “MIT
students put four years of incredible hard work into earning their
degrees. It doesn’t feel right to just
give one away,” Grimson said.

Vendors close up early
Water outage shuts down Student Center on Mon.
W20 closing, from Page 1
why the building, which is typically
open around the clock, needed to
close at night after it had already
been open during the day without
any running water.
Around 10 p.m., groups of students gathered in front of LaVerde’s
Market only to be turned away by
an employee who told them that
because the building was closing, LaVerde’s was closing also.
At Anna’s Taqueria, an employee
said their manager had brought

in bottled water for the food, and
employees were resorting to using
hand sanitizer instead of soap and
water.
Students working in the 5th floor
Athena cluster and reading room
were forced to leave the building as
well. Andrew Chen ’11 was one of
those students affected by the closing. “It’s a little annoying because I
was planning on working here.” He
added, “It would be more annoying
if I had more work.”
John A. Hawkinson contributed
reporting to this article.
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Jeﬀ, Course 14
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Steve, Course 16

Ryan, Course 17
Jeﬀ, Course 18
Jack, Course 19
Aislyn, Course 20
Jessica, Course 21M
Keith, Course 22
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An American in Peru, out of prison
after 14 years and living with regret
The New York Times

LIMA, Peru — In the words of
Juan Luis Cipriani Thorne, archbishop of Lima, granting parole to
Lori Berenson has made a “mockery” of the nation. Julio Galindo,
Peru’s top anti-terrorism prosecutor, says Berenson, a New Yorker
convicted of collaborating with a
Marxist rebel group, remains an
“irascible” threat to society.
Vice President Luis Giampietri
had two words when he learned of
her release this year: “What indignation!”
Emerging after more than 14
years in Peruvian prisons, Berenson, now 41, absorbs such remarks
in the fifth-floor walk-up where
she now lives. Thanks to a barrage
of television coverage, the country
knows the rented apartment is on
the corner of Grau and Italia streets.
In a lengthy interview at her home
in Lima, she said she spent her
days cooking and reciting nursery
rhymes to her 18-month-old son,
Salvador. She dreads simple things
like walking on the street, aware of
the reactions her presence elicits in
passers-by.
“People were on the street
screaming that I was a child killer
and things like that,” she said in an
interview one morning this month,
describing how she was greeted by
neighbors when she was released
from prison in May.
Since then, a mixture of hope
and tumult has defined her existence. She began using the Internet for the first time, taking online
classes with a plan to piece together
a profession as a translator. Then
a Peruvian court abruptly ordered
her to return to prison in August,
basing its ruling on a technicality
(the police had apparently failed to
inspect her apartment.)
A judge then reinstated her parole this month, restoring a sem-

blance of freedom, or what amounts
to it. She slipped out a side door of
the prison where she and her son
were being held and back to the
wrath of her neighbors. She cringed
at the recollection of one recent
incident as she walked down the
street, holding her son’s hand.
“The other day someone came
up to me and said, ‘You are damned,
and he is doomed. You’re going
to suffer your entire life, and he’ll
make you suffer more.’” she said. “I
totally understand that people feel
a strong rejection to someone who
represents terrorism. The problem
is, I may not be the person they
paint me to be, and they’ll never
know that.”
The tale of how Berenson, the
daughter of New York college professors, became one of the most
scorned individuals in this nation
remains remarkable in all its twists
and turns. Once a top student at a
prestigious New York high school
and then at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology, she surfaced
here in 1994.
A letter from a magazine called
Third World Viewpoint gave her
press credentials and access to Peru’s Congress. But the police arrested her on a bus in downtown Lima
in 1995, hours before they raided
a four-story house she had rented,
where they found 8,000 rounds of
ammunition, 3,000 sticks of dynamite and more than a dozen members of the Tupac Amaru Revolutionary Movement, or MRTA.
She still insists she did not know
about the MRTA’s plans of violence.
But a military tribunal sentenced
her to life in prison for treason. The
authorities sent her to a dank cell
in Yanamayo, a frigid prison high
in the Andes. Her sentence was reduced to 20 years at a new trial in
2001, at which she was found guilty
of renting the house that was used
in a failed plot to take the entire Peruvian Congress hostage, but not of

participating in the caper.
Behind prison walls, life went
on. In 2003, she married Anibal
Apari, an MRTA militant whom she
met while both were incarcerated.
She was allowed conjugal visits
with Apari, now released and acting
as her lawyer, even though they are
getting divorced. She gave birth in
2009 to their son, Salvador, a citizen
of Peru and the United States who
has spent most of his life in prison
with his mother.
Several things make Berenson
stand out from other Americans
one might encounter in this city’s
Miraflores District. One is her impressive fluency in Spanish, which
she speaks with a distinct Peruvian accent. Another is her hands,
weathered and chapped from their
exposure to the elements in the
prisons where she was held.
But many Peruvians say they still
wonder whether she is truly sorry
for her actions, or just doing her
best to stay out of jail.
“I certainly am saddened, and
I’m sorry that I have been part of
something that was considered so
damaging,” she said, bouncing her
son on her knee as she acknowledged her ties to MRTA, now a thoroughly marginalized group. “My
participation has been collaborating. You know, I rented a house.
I shared ideological things,” she
continued, claiming she never had
plans to participate in a violent act.
Still, much of Peru views her as a
symbol of the turmoil that afflicted
the country in the 1980s and 1990s,
when almost 70,000 people were
killed in that period of war and rebellion. A Maoist group, the Shining
Path, was responsible for more than
half of the deaths. Networks here
still broadcast again and again a
1996 appearance by Berenson that
is seared into the country’s memory. Fists clenched, she shouted,
“There are no criminal terrorists
in the MRTA. It’s a revolutionary

movement!”
“My logic was not right, and the
way I said it was even worse,” she
now says of that youthful outburst.
“It was a big mistake.”
A few voices here urge Peru to
move on and accept those words
from a woman reflecting on the
mistakes of her past. These opinions are often drowned out, though
they include the country’s president, who has expressed his view
while allowing judges to handle Berenson’s case.
“All this fear over a little woman
who already spent 15 years in jail?”
President Alan Garcia said in a recent interview.“It is a right to make a
mistake in life, and it is a right to be
punished and released when that
punishment is finished.”
It is still not clear when Berenson’s punishment will end, when
she will be free to return to the
United States, as she would like
to do. Galindo, the anti-terrorism
prosecutor, is appealing her parole.
A tribunal expects to rule soon, potentially returning her to prison for
the remainder of her sentence, until
2015.
Reflecting on the challenges
that await her, she said she often remembers a book she read in prison,
“The Pig’s Deed,” a novel by the Argentine writer Marcos Aguinis. It is
about the Spanish Inquisition as it
unfolded in colonial Peru, focusing
on the persecution of a prominent
doctor who acknowledged his Jewish origins.
“It’s very vivid in the way things
continue in society,” said Berenson,
reflecting on the fate of outcasts then
and now. “I think the difference is,
people who were accused of terrorism weren’t burned at the stake. I
wonder if we had been, maybe we
would be less interesting. I think for
some reason it’s useful that people
5.687"
still be considered dangerous.”
Andrea Zarate contributed reporting to this article.

The New York Times

WASHINGTON — Secret, courtapproved wiretaps put in place
more than two years ago are now
being used by prosecutors in a widening inquiry of securities fraud
and insider trading involving hedge
funds and consultants that provide
industry research, according to
court documents and interviews
with people close to the investigations.
The wiretaps were originally
part of an insider trading investigation of the New York hedge fund
Galleon Group. Those wiretaps,
which involved the phones of at
least seven individuals, potentially
provided prosecutors with a vast
array of new evidence for use in the
latest investigations. Only four of
the seven wiretap targets have been
identified in court papers that have
been made public so far in the Galleon case.
The expanded use of the secret
wiretaps in the new inquiries was
revealed last week by the U.S. attorney in Manhattan when the FBI arrested Don Ching Trang Chu, a consultant at Primary Global Research,
on securities fraud and conspiracy
charges.
The case involving Chu relied
on information gathered in one
of the seven wiretaps set up in the
Galleon investigation, according to
court documents. The Galleon case,
which began after insider-trading

charges were filed against its founder, Raj Rajaratnam, in October 2009,
was the first insider trading case to
rely on wiretaps.
In the new investigation, three
hedge funds were raided by the FBI
last week and several other money
management companies received
subpoenas or requests for information. Preet Bharara, the U.S. attorney for the Southern District of New
York, said the investigation was
continuing.
The existence of at least seven
secret wiretaps was disclosed in
documents filed in Federal District
Court in Manhattan in May. The
documents included a letter, dated
March 22, from Bharara to lawyers
representing Rajaratnam and Danielle Chiesi, a co-defendant who
was employed by a hedge fund
called New Castle Partners. In the
letter, Bharara noted that the evidence prosecutors had turned over
to the defendants included wiretap
applications for phones used by five
other individuals.
One of those five individuals is
Richard Choo-Beng Lee, a hedge
fund trader who has pleaded guilty
to insider trading-related charges in
the Galleon case.
Another of the individuals is Ali
Far, of Saratoga, Calif., a co-founder
and managing partner at Far & Lee,
a trading firm, and Spherix Capital, a hedge fund. Far also pleaded
guilty in October 2009 to insiderrelated charges and is cooperating
with prosecutors.
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Solution to Crossword
from page 7

Look,
a big rectangle!
Let’s try and find other rectangles
in this newspaper.

LEGAL COUNSEL

MIT students, family, employers and
start-ups seeking U.S. legal counsel,
campus or office consultation. Call:

James Dennis Leary, Esq.
321-544-0012

When you talk to your child, you build vocabulary, so everyday moments
become learning moments. For more tips, visit bornlearning.org

s
s
s

use

opn
join@tech.mit.edu opn
opn
arts opn
arts opn
arts opn
spo spo
arts arts opn
spo spo
arts arts opn
spo spo
arts arts opn
spo spo l i f e arts f u n opn
spo spo l i f e arts f u n opn
spo spo pandarts f u n opn
life life life f u nf u nf u n
life life life f u nf u nf u n
life life life f u nf u nf u n
Solution to Left Sudoku

6
7
1
5
9
8
2
4
3

Wiretaps used in
fraud, trading cases
By Edward Wyatt

Use your
powers
for good!

10.5"

By Simon Romero

Are you a
tetris ninja?

617-904-7272
www.papajohnsmit.com
Open till 3am, 7 days
We accept MIT Tech Cash
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An Engineering Career
50 Years Out
Kent Kresa
Chairman Emeritus
Northrop Grumman Corporation

Wednesday, Dec 1, 2010
4:45-6:15 pm
MIT Building 10-250

Kent Kresa, ’59, ’61
M.S., ’66 E.A.A., is
the former chief
executive and
chairman of the
board of the
Northrop Grumman
Corporation, where
he had previously
served in high leadership positions since
1975. Business Week selected Kresa as
one of the nation’s top 25 managers in
2001, and in 2002 Forbes magazine
named Northrop Grumman its company
of the year. Kresa has received many
of the industry’s and the government’s
most prestigious honors for his
contributions to aviation and space
technology. He is a member of the
National Academy of Engineering,
the American Academy of Arts and
Sciences, the past chairman of the
Board of Governors of the Aerospace
Industries Association, and chairman
of the Board of Advisors at MIT Lincoln
Lab. During his participation on the
board of the General Motors Corporation,
he was appointed interim board chair
by the Obama administration in 2009.

09-01-0013
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Levine and Kozminsky stood out at MIT
tourney where women won 5-1, men 3-2
By David Zhu
sports editor

The fencers violently
lunge at each other,
parry each other’s
blows, and expertly
dodge attacks...

Men’s basketball vs. Emerson College

7 p.m., Rockwell Cage

Thursday, December 2
Men’s basketball vs. Newbury College

7 p.m., Rockwell Cage

Women’s basketball wins
64-32 over Fisher College
Engineers get 24 points off the bench, and
defense allows lowest point total in ten years
By Mindy Brauer
Daper staff

Freshman Tamara R. Pena’s 10 points,
10 rebounds, three assists, and three steals
helped power the MIT women’s basketball team to a 64-32 victory
over non-conference foe
Fisher College on Saturday
afternoon. Winners of three
straight games, the Engineers (3-2) surrendered the
program’s fewest points in a
game since the 2000-2001 season and saw
their percentage of bench scoring during
the streak move to 43 percent.
In the beginning of the game, baskets
by Anna L. Merrifield ’13 and Pena gave
MIT a slim lead of 4-3. Following almost
two minutes of scoreless play, a put-back
and free throw from Lauren S. Burton ’13
ignited a 26-5 run which resulted in a 3010 advantage for the Engineers.
MIT maintained its comfortable margin as its lead eventually grew to 35 points
(55-20) with 8:48 left to play. The Engineers closed their scoring with seven

points.
Merrifield posted 11 points, including
a 9-of-10 performance at the free throw
line, to go along with five rebounds, two
assists, one steal, and a block. Coming off
the bench, Rachel A. Hunt ’14 recorded
11 points, five boards, and two blocks

MIT maintained its
comfortable margin
as its lead eventually
grew to 35 points with
8:48 left to play
while Kristen E. Whaley ’11 grabbed 10
rebounds. Burton tallied seven boards,
five points, and five assists and Marissa A.
Good ’12, Rebecca Odim ’13, and Sydney
B. Beasley ’14 each scored seven points.
MIT kicks off New England Women’s
and Men’s Athletic Conference (NEWMAC) play on Tuesday, Nov. 30 at the U.S.
Coast Guard Academy.

Sports Sports Sports Sports Sports Sports Sports Sports SporTS

Watching an individual fencing match is
like watching any other individual combat
sport, but with more intricate motions. The
fencers violently lunge at each other, parry
each other’s blows, and expertly dodge each
other’s attacks. This is all done in the confines of a 1.8 meter wide, 14 meter long area
called the strip, which fencers are penalized
for stepping outside of. The best way to describe a fencing match is a combination of
boxing, Aikido, ballroom dancing, and electrified medieval weaponry.
Standout performances for the engineers included Daniel S. Levine ’12, who
won 11 of 15 matches for the men’s foil,
and Molly A. Kozminsky ’12, who won all
18 of her matches. The Engineers have one
more match before Winter Break on December 5, then resume competition next
semester.

Tuesday, November 30

Sports

On November 20, the men’s and women’s fencing teams hosted their first tournament of the season. They faced off against
the University of New Hampshire, Brandeis, Boston University, Wellesley, UMass, and
Sacred Heart. The men finished the day 3-2, defeating
UNH, BU, and UMass, while
the women finished 5-1, defeating every opponent but Wellesley.
Each team in the tournament competed
round robin, meaning each team faced each
other head-to-head. Three fencers on each
team faced all three fencers on the opposing team for a total of 9 matches. This was
repeated with all three weapons for a total
of 27 individual fencing matches. The team
with 14 or more individual match wins out
of the 27 was declared the winner.
An individual match is won by scoring 5
“touches.” How a touch is scored depends
on the type of weapon used. In a foil match,
a touch is given by striking the opponent
with the point of the blade. Only the torso
is the target area, and touches are awarded
based on “right-of-way,” meaning the advantage is given to the person who strikes
first. In a saber match, the entire upper
body (with the exception of the hands) is
a valid target, and right of way is also given. Unlike foil, a touch can also be given
by striking the opponent with the side of
the blade in a cutting motion. Lastly, in an
epee match, the entire body is a valid target, there is no right-of-way awarded, but a
touch can only be scored with the point of

the blade. Scoring is determined with the
use of electrified weapons, and conductive target areas. Each fencer is attached
to a cord on a reel which coils and uncoils
along with their motions. This cord delivers power to both the weapon and the conducting plates on the fencer’s suit. Each
weapon requires a varying amount of force
and touch duration to register a touch.

Upcoming Home Events

Sports Sports

Fencing teams kick off
season with home wins
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