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Athena printing
changes coming
Hold-and-print system may
get rolled out this January
By Divya Srinivasan
Staff Reporter

Logan P. Williams—The Tech

Students protest the new dining plan next fall by eating food in Baker Dining yesterday evening that they had prepared themselves.

More unrest over new dining plan
Fifteen hundred sign online petition, 25 stage Baker protest

In Short
PBE brothers haven’t been told when
they will be required to move out of
their house, since the Cambridge License Commission has not yet evaluated MIT’s request to revoke PBE’s housing
license. The Commission was originally
scheduled to review MIT’s eviction request at their Oct. 26 meeting, but it has
deferred consideration at PBE’s asking.
The Commission has not scheduled a
new date for PBE.
Gonzalo Guillen, accused of stabbing
a fellow Anna’s Tacqueria employee in
October, is scheduled for a hearing today.
“Choose to Reuse” takes place in Lobby
13 today. Items can be dropped off from
8:30 a.m. to 11 a.m., and “free stuff” will be
available from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. Separately, remember that ad hoc surplus items
are frequently posted to the reuse

The value of
humor
Comedy is all about
the truth, and how
sometimes you have to
lie to get to the truth.
OPN, p. 5

Dining, Page 10
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The petition argues that the plan
did not “adequately consider student
opinion,” will “destroy the community and culture” of both dining and
non-dining dorms, harm FSILGs and
clubs, and “double the cost of food.”
Addressed to MIT President Susan J. Hockfield, Chancellor Philip L.
Clay PhD ’78, Dean for Student Life
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Online petition against dining
is largest yet
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Student opposition to the proposed House Dining Advisory Group
continues this week. A major new petition launched on Wednesday evening has amassed over 1,298 signatures from undergraduates as of early
Friday
morning.
On
Thursday,
stuINSIDE
dents held an “eatThe full text
in” protest at Baker
of the online
House to show that
petition, p. 10 they could cook for
themselves.
On Wednesday at 5 p.m., an online petition against the dining plan
was launched at http://sayNO.mit.
edu. This petition is the fourth major
petition against dining this term, and
the first one conducted online.
It gathered over 1,400 signatures

500

hm

Staff Reporter

from students, graduate students and
others in less than 24 hours.
On Thursday, roughly 25 students,
mostly from East Campus, brought
their own food and prepared it in the
Baker Dining Hall in a demonstration
against the new dining plan. The students said they wanted to show that
they didn’t need dining halls.
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By Deborah Chen

Source: SAYNO.MIT.EDU

Substantially more freshman and sophomores signed the online petition, but even
seniors and graduate students has signed
onto the petition in numbers.

Over the past year, Information Services and Technology,
the UA, and the MIT Administration have been examining
how the Athena printing system can be improved to maximize
efficiency and cut costs.
Several changes have already been made. Copytech now
maintains printer hardware and supplies, and there is a now a
centralized budget that pays for dorm printer supplies, so students don’t need to steal paper from Athena
clusters or buy paper using dorm budgets.
INSIDE
Bigger changes to printing are being conChanges to
sidered, such as the introduction of a print
quota, and switching to a system that will
Athena may
include more not print until the user is physically at the
printer. Other changes, like adding scanners
than just
to Athena clusters, are also being planned
printing, p. 13 (see sidebar, p. 13).
The initial rollout date for the changes
to Athena is scheduled for IAP, when printers in all Athena
clusters will switch to hold-and-release, and scanners will be
added to select locations.

Working group makes recommendations
Last fall, the Institute-wide Planning Task Force suggested
Athena should move to a “greener” printing process to reduce
waste, also improve the use of Athena cluster space.
As a result, Dean for Undergraduate Education Daniel E.
Hastings SM ’78 and Marilyn T. Smith, Head of IS&T, created
an Athena working group in March, with the help of the UA
and Student Information Processing Board (SIPB).
The working group found that printing costs at MIT are
around $270,000 annually, and that students have a strong interest in keeping Athena clusters at MIT. Initial recommendations included:
• Implementation of a “hold-and-release” system, in which
jobs won’t print until a student visits the printer and selects
them
• Adding centrally-supplied dorm printers and library
printers to the public system
• Redistributing printers to more convenient locations
• Limiting free printing to 3,000 pages, with a nominal fee
for more pages.
IS&T and the UA are currently evaluating these proposals.

Hold-and-release model
The hold-and-release model for Athena printing would
Athena printing, Page 13

mailing list; see http://web.mit.edu/reuse for more information. The reuse list is
wildly successful and thousands of items
are given away for free each year, ranging
from trivial items to pieces of equipment
valued at thousands of dollars.
Airport shuttles for $10 are available
on Tuesday and Wednesday, before
Thanksgiving. Reserve in advance at
http://dof-web.mit.edu/shuttles/.
MIT is #1 in Business Insider magazine’s
“America’s Best Colleges.” We scored
4.61/5 ahead of Stanford (4.49), Harvard
(4.46), Yale (4.39), and Princeton (4.37).
Go Tech!
The Dining Plan is in the lead for APO’s
Ugliest Manifestation on Campus. Surprise! It’s beating out the Rotting Jack-oLantern $287.21 to $34.87, page 11.
Send news information and tips to
news@tech.mit.edu.

End these
Farm
Subsidies
They’re expensive,
they benefit few,
and they don’t even
work. OPN, p. 5

Andrew Swayze—The Tech

A silver RV made to look like a giant toaster appeared on the dot by Building 54 yesterday. The
owners were offering visitors free toast.

A High school film
worth watching

Trading players
hurts the game

Easy A wants to be like
Mean Girls —
 it’s actually
much better.
ARTS, p. 9

What does it even
mean to have teams
when players move
around so much?
SPO, p. 16
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By Vince Agard
STAFF METEorologist

A pair of cold fronts will cool
things down in New England
this weekend, bringing our
area some of its coldest temperatures of the fall to date.
The first of the two fronts will
pass through this morning,
and while it is expected to be
relatively weak, temperatures
will be held below 50°F, making it noticeably colder than
yesterday.
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prize ceremony — the bestowing of
a medal and $1.5 million in cash —
would probably be postponed, given
that neither Liu nor any of his family
members were likely to attend.
This is not the Cold War, and
China is far more international and
integrated into the global economy than either the Soviet Union
or Communist Poland ever was.
But China, emboldened by its rising economic might, appears to be
more determined than many other
authoritarian countries to confront
the West’s notion that Western values are universal and to mobilize
China’s citizens against what it
views as an assault on its political
system.
“Awarding the Nobel Peace Prize
to Liu Xiaobo once again reflects
the strong attempts of Western
countries to intervene in the political process in China,” said a commentary that ran this month in the
official newspaper People’s Daily.
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Next, a second front associated
with a low pressure system currently located over the northern
plains will blow through tomorrow, resulting in high, gusty
winds for most of the day. In its
aftermath, temperatures will dip
below freezing tomorrow night,
and will only reach the low 40s
°F on Sunday. These will likely
be some of the coldest temperatures of this autumn so far, as the
temperature at the Green Building’s weather station has fallen
below freezing only once so far
in the latter half of 2010.

W

BEIJING — During the depths of
the Cold War, when Soviet physicist
and human rights advocate Andrei
D. Sakharov was awarded the Nobel
Peace Prize, the Kremlin barred him
from leaving the country. But the authorities allowed his wife to collect
the award in his stead.
Confronted with a similar challenge in 1983, Polish authorities
permitted the wife of trade unionist
Lech Walesa to travel to Oslo on his
behalf. In 1991, the son of Burmese
opposition leader Aung San Suu Kyi
delivered the acceptance speech for
his mother, who was being held under house arrest.
But the Chinese government
has come up with a less magnanimous approach to the Norwegian
Nobel Committee’s decision to give
the peace prize to dissident Liu Xi-

13

Cold Fronts to Bring
Hints of Winter

aobo, 54, who is serving an 11-year
sentence for subversion. Liu’s wife,
Liu Xia, has been held incommunicado since news of the award broke
last month, and the government has
been waging a muscular offensive to
rebrand the prize as a Western ploy
to undermine the Chinese Communist Party’s hold on power.
Beijing’s overall response has not
been subtle. It has warned foreign
governments to stay away from the
Dec. 10 ceremony, and it has placed
dozens of Chinese dissidents and
intellectuals under various forms of
detention or surveillance. Last week,
two prominent legal scholars were
blocked from attending a law conference in London for fear they might
later find their way to the awards ceremony to be held at Oslo City Hall.
China’s reaction has been so
comprehensively hostile that the
Nobel committee, for the first time
in the postwar era, said Thursday
that the central part of the peace

The New York Times

W

Weather

By Andrew Jacobs
and Alan Cowell

0°

One of the striking aspects of the case of Ahmed Khalfan
Ghailani, the first former Guantanamo detainee tried in a civilian court, was how little the federal jury in New York City heard
about the issues that had made his case so fiercely debated.
The jurors heard nothing about the prison at Guantanamo
Bay, Cuba, where Ghailani had been held, nor about the secret
overseas “black site” run by the CIA, where, his lawyers say, he
had been tortured.
The jury also was not told about statements Ghailani had
made to interrogators before he was brought into the civilian
court system, statements that prosecutors say “amount to a
confession” of his role in the 1998 bombings of two U.S. embassies in East Africa, killing 224 people.
—Benjamin Weiser and Charlie Savage, The New York Times

sonable suspicion that they’ve got a
gun,” said John Wesley Hall, a criminal defense attorney who specializes in search and seizure law.
“Here there is no reasonable suspicion,” he said. “It’s the pure act of
getting on a plane.”
But Orin S. Kerr, a law professor
at George Washington University,
said the courts have generally supported the government’s claims in
cases involving airport screening,
although new cases would have to
balance the more invasive nature of
current search procedures with the
government’s security needs.
“Reasonableness is a murky
standard, so there’s room for a new
legal challenge,” Kerr said. “But the
tenor of earlier cases is pretty deferential to the government.”
The Electronic Privacy Information Center has also filed suit against
the Department of Homeland Security, arguing that the body scanners violate Fourth Amendment
protections as well as other federal
laws. The group is weighing how to
respond to the pat downs, calling for
a stronger response from the government to passenger concerns.

With winner absent, Nobel panel
won’t hand over the Peace Prize

11
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Civilian trial of terror suspect
lent no stage on torture

In the three weeks since the
Transportation Security Administration began more aggressive pat
downs of passengers at airport security checkpoints, traveler complaints have poured in.
Some offer graphic accounts of
genital contact, others tell of agents
gawking or making inappropriate
comments, and many express a
general sense of powerless and humiliation. In general passengers are
saying they are surprised by the intimacy of a physical search usually
reserved for police encounters.
“I didn’t really expect her to
touch my vagina through my pants,”
said Kaya McLaren, an elementary schoolteacher from Cle Elum,
Wash., who received a pat down at
Dallas-Fort Worth International Airport on Saturday because the body
scanner detected a tissue and a hair
band in her pocket.
The Transportation agency has
so far responded to the complaints
by calling for cooperation and patience from passengers, citing polls

W

WASHINGTON — Faster than a fleeting bullet point in an
Army briefing slide. Able to leap Pentagon jargon in a single
bound. While he’s not a classic superhero like the Man of Steel,
he’s certainly a man of irony.
Meet Doctrine Man, an Army officer’s cartoon creation, a
caped crusader whose escapades battling military bureaucracy
have attracted an Internet cult following, small but devoted and
expanding among troops around the globe.
It is penned anonymously and posted to a Facebook page,
but the comic strip can be seen taped to cubicles at the Pentagon
and at military headquarters by those who identify with Doctrine
Man’s campaign against large institutions flying on autopilot over
a rapidly changing and dangerous world.
And, unexpectedly, Doctrine Man has become host of an unofficial Web forum helping young soldiers navigate the military
system — most queries are on how to manage new assignments
and new commanders — while offering a few chuckles along the
way.
—Thom Shanker, The New York Times

showing broad support for the fullbody scanning machines.
Still, it remains to be seen
whether travelers approve of the pat
downs, especially as millions more
people experience them for the first
time during the holiday travel season.
“I would be very surprised if the
average American would say this is
OK after going through the kind of
experience we’re hearing about,”
said Jay Stanley, a senior policy analyst with the American Civil Liberties
Union, which has received nearly
400 complaints from travelers.
Critics also question whether the
pat downs will survive legal scrutiny. On Tuesday, two pilots filed a
lawsuit against the Department of
Homeland Security and the TSA,
claiming that the new screening
procedures violate Fourth Amendment rights against unreasonable
search and seizure. But legal experts
are divided over whether the courts
will find the searches reasonable.
“For Fourth Amendment purposes, you can’t touch somebody
like this unless you’re checking
them into a jail or you’ve got rea-

The New York Times
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Masked military man is
superhero for troops

By Susan Stellin

5°

FLORENCE, AZ — When a suicide bomber entered a U.S.
military barracks in Afghanistan in February, it was not American
soldiers but Afghan stray dogs that confronted him. Target and
two other dogs snarled, barked and snapped at the man, who
detonated his bomb at the entrance to the facility but did not kill
anyone.
The dogs were from the Dand Aw Patan district, in the eastern
Paktia province near the Pakistani border. One died of wounds
suffered in the blast, and months later, Target and the other dog
were flown to the United States by a charity and adopted by families. Target — who received a hero’s welcome, including an appearance on “The Oprah Winfrey Show” — went to live with the
family of Sgt. Terry Young, 37, an Army medic who witnessed the
animals’ bravery that night and helped treat the dogs and several
U.S. soldiers who were wounded.
The glory, though, was short-lived. Target, after learning to
get along with the Young family’s other dog in Arizona, becoming accustomed to dog food and to using a doggie door to relieve
herself, escaped from her yard. She was captured last week and
euthanized by mistake.
“My 4-year-old keeps saying: ‘Daddy, bring Target home.
Daddy, get the poison out,’” Young, a father of three, said in a telephone interview, his voice choking with emotion. “Obviously, at
first there was extreme anger and horror. Now that a couple of
days have passed, the anger has been replaced by sorrow.”
—Marc Lacey, The New York Times

Aggressive TSA pat downs leave
passengers feeling humiliated

12

Hero dog from fghan base is
killed by mistake in Arizona
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By Sewell Chan
The New York Times

WASHINGTON — Ben S. Bernanke, the Federal Reserve chairman, plans to argue Friday that a
“two-speed global recovery,” with
the richest countries lagging behind fast-growing emerging markets like China and India, is hampering the cooperation needed for
worldwide economic expansion.
Bernanke is expected to say
that currency undervaluation by
countries with a surplus, like China, is causing imbalances in global
growth and trade. This is a main
point the Obama administration
made — with limited success —
when leaders of the Group of 20
economic powers gathered last
week in South Korea.
The Fed released Thursday the
prepared text of the speech Bernanke is scheduled to deliver Friday at a European Central Bank
conference in Frankfurt, Germany,
along with accompanying remarks
that he plans to deliver as part of a
panel discussion there.
For the past two weeks, the Fed

has been criticized for its Nov. 3
decision to inject $600 billion into
the banking system through June,
resuming an effort to lower longterm interest rates.
Those attacks continued Thursday. Speakers at a conference here,
organized by the libertarian Cato
Institute, warned that the Fed’s expansionary monetary policy could
lead to asset-price bubbles like
the housing boom that crashed in
2007.
Bernanke’s speech argues that
U.S. unemployment is at “unacceptable” levels, and it gingerly
wades into the fiscal policy debate
roiling Washington.
“In general terms, a fiscal program that combines near-term
measures to enhance growth and
strong, confidence-inducing steps
to reduce longer-term structural
deficits would be an important
complement to the policies of the
Federal Reserve,” Bernanke will
say.
He does not plan, however, to
express a view on extending the
Bush-era tax cuts, the most contentious fiscal policy choice facing

the White House and the lameduck Congress.
Even so, by defending the Fed’s
actions, calling for global rebalancing and hinting that more fiscal stimulus might be needed,
Bernanke’s remarks amount to an
endorsement of crucial elements
of President Barack Obama’s economic approach.
But that endorsement, in turn,
could further stoke criticism by
congressional Republicans, who
say the Fed is defying voters’ skepticism about large-scale government intervention in the economy
and setting the stage for inflation
down the road, and by foreign officials, who fear the Fed is trying
to weaken the dollar to make U.S.
exports more competitive.
Bernanke, a Republican economist who was first appointed by
George W. Bush, will reiterate his
argument that the Fed felt compelled to act because inflation is so
low (about half of the Fed’s target
of roughly 2 percent) and unemployment so high (stuck at nearly
10 percent for the past 18 months
or so).

For the first time, Ireland admits
it needs foreign bailout money
By David Jolly
and Niki Kitsantonis
The New York Times

Irish officials acknowledged for
the first time Thursday that Ireland
was seeking aid from international
lenders.
Ireland had been reluctant to
accept any bailout that came with
strings attached. But Thursday, Finance Minister Brian Lenihan told
the Irish parliament that it would
be a “very desirable outcome” if
a contingency capital fund could
be established with the European
Union, the International Monetary
Fund and the European Central
Bank.
Patrick Honohan, governor of
the Central Bank of Ireland, said
in an interview on the Irish state
broadcaster RTE that “we’re talking about a very substantial loan
for sure” and that such a rescue
would be “in the tens of billions”
of euros.
Ben May, an economist with

Capital Economics in London,
said the size of any bailout would
depend on what the examiners
found on the books of the Irish
banks. He said that 60 billion euros ($82 billion) might suffice if the
amount was to cover only the government’s financing needs for the
next few years but that more might
be necessary to have firepower in
reserve.
Additionally, he said, there was
a concern that Irish banks might
have trouble rolling over their debt
after the European Central Bank
began to withdraw the extraordinary measures it used to combat
the financial crisis.
Also Thursday, experts from the
European Union, the IMF and the
European Central Bank arrived in
Dublin to review the books of Irish
lenders.
“I think we’re moving toward
the next stage,” said Pier Carlo
Padoan, chief economist of the
Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development. “I’m

encouraged by this decision; it’s
the beginning of the end, hopefully.”
Concerns about Ireland’s fiscal
state have contributed to volatility in bond markets in recent days
and helped to keep the euro under
pressure.
In Greece, where Europe’s sovereign debt troubles first surfaced
late last year, the Finance Ministry
presented to parliament a 2011
budget that would pave the way
for further deep cuts while also
increasing sales taxes and redoubling efforts to crack down on tax
evasion.
Finance Minister George Papaconstantinou said that the latest
measures were ambitious but attainable.
“These are not the desires and
wishes of the Greek government,”
he said, “but concrete measures
that have been agreed” with the
European Union and the IMF,
which bailed out the country in
May.

Obama forces showdown with Senate
Republicans on arms pact with Russia
By Peter Baker
The New York Times

WASHINGTON — Just two
weeks after an election that left him
struggling to find his way forward,
President Barack Obama has decided to confront Senate Republicans
in a make-or-break battle over arms
control that could be an early test of
his mettle heading into the final two
years of his term.
Obama is pushing for a vote
on a signature issue despite long
odds, daring Republicans to block
an arms-control treaty at the risk of
disrupting relations with Russia and
the international coalition that opposes Iran’s nuclear program. If he
succeeds, Obama will demonstrate
strength following the midterm
election debacle. If he fails, he will
reinforce the perception at home
and abroad that his presidency has
been weakened.
“It’s really high stakes,” said
Geoffrey Kemp, a former national

security aide to President Ronald
Reagan and a scholar at the Nixon
Center, a research group in Washington. “I would say it’s the biggest
gamble he’s taken so far, certainly
on foreign policy.”
After months of quiet negotiations blew up this week, Obama on
Thursday escalated ratification of
the agreement, the so-called New
Start treaty, into a public showdown, enlisting former Republican
officials and assigning Vice President Joe Biden to work on it “day
and night.” An allied group, the
American Values Network, kicked
off a television and e-mail campaign.
“It is a national security imperative that the United States ratify the New Start treaty this year,”
said Obama, flanked by Henry A.
Kissinger, James A. Baker III and
Brent Scowcroft, all of whom served
Republican presidents. “There is
no higher national security priority
for the lame-duck session of Con-

gress.”
Obama has no clear path to approval of the treaty without Sen. Jon
Kyl of Arizona, the lead Republican
negotiator, who declared this week
that there was no time to reach an
agreement this year on a nuclear
modernization program that he
wanted as the price for ratification.
The White House has only one
Republican supporter, Sen. Richard G. Lugar of Indiana. A survey of
14 other Senate Republicans who
were considered possible supporters found none who were willing to
publicly back the treaty. Ten of them
said they were undecided or were
waiting for the same assurances as
Kyl. Four did not respond, suggesting that approval may depend on
changing Kyl’s mind.
Among those who agreed with
Kyl that the issue should wait until
next year was Sen. Bob Corker of
Tennessee, one of three Republicans to vote for the treaty in committee in September.

12th-grade reading and math
scores rise, surprising experts
Reading scores for the nation’s 12th-grade students have increased
somewhat since they dropped to a historic low in 2005, according to
results of the largest federal test, released Thursday. Average math
scores also ticked upward.
Experts said the increases, after years of dismal achievement reports, were surprising because every year the nation’s schools are
educating more black and Hispanic students, who on average score
lower than whites and Asians.
The black-white achievement gap dates back more than a century, though researchers debate why it persists today. Researchers
presume that language barriers pull down scores for Hispanics.
“It’s very good news because you have scores going up despite a
demographic trend that pulls scores down,” said Grover J. Whitehurst,
a senior fellow at the Brookings Institution who directed the Department of Education’s research division in the Bush administration.
The math and reading tests, known as the National Assessment of
Educational Progress and administered by the Department of Education, were given in spring 2009 to a representative national sample of
about 50,000 12th-grade students.
Educators and school policymakers closely monitor the national
assessment scores much the way corporate leaders and economists
watch for changes in the gross domestic product or employment
trends.
—Sam Dillon, The New York Times

Much fanfare for GM’s offering,
but less-than-solid close
General Motors returned to the stock market Thursday with a car
show on Wall Street and a congratulatory message from President Barack Obama, but the shares did not deliver a big surge above the price
of the initial public offering.
Shares in the nation’s biggest automaker closed at $34.19 in heavy
trading, a 3.6 percent increase over the $33-a-share price of its offering.
Investors had hoped for a larger bounce on the first day of trading
for the company, which was rescued last year by a $50 billion government bailout and swift trip through bankruptcy reorganization.
Industry analysts said it appeared that the decision this week by
GM and its underwriters to bump up the stock’s target price from the
original $26 to $29 range had absorbed the usual first-day rise for an
initial public offering.
“That was where the bounce was,” said David Cole, chairman
emeritus of the Center for Automotive Research in Ann Arbor, Mich.
The relatively small increase in the GM share price also meant
that the U.S. taxpayers likely captured the best return possible in their
first divesture of what was a 61 percent stake in the company.
Too high of a jump could have left GM and the Obama administration open to the charge that they priced the stock too low, abandoning paper profits that could have gone to taxpayers instead.
—Bill Vlasic, The New York Times

Traffic roundabouts spread in US
Traffic is going in circles. Armed with mounting data showing that
roundabouts are safer, cheaper to maintain and friendlier to the environment, transportation experts around the country are persuading
communities to replace traditional intersections with them.
There’s just one problem: Americans don’t know how to navigate
them.
“There’s a lot of what I call irrational opposition,” said Eugene
R. Russell Sr., a civil engineering professor at Kansas State University and chairman of a national task force on roundabouts, sounding
mildly exasperated in a telephone interview. “They just don’t understand roundabouts.”
Many are being forced to learn, though, 25 years after Clark Griswold captured the public’s unease with roundabouts in “European
Vacation,” spending a full day circumnavigating London’s famous
Lambeth Bridge roundabout unable to escape its inner lane.
The Department of Transportation does not keep statistics on
roundabouts, but experts agree that they are proliferating rapidly.
They point to Wisconsin, which has built about 100 roundabouts
since 2004, and plans to build 52 more in the 2011 construction season alone. Maryland is closing in on 200. Kansas has nearly 100.
All told, there are about 2,000 roundabouts in this country, most
built in the last decade, according to Edward Myers, a senior principal
at Kittelson & Associates, a transportation engineering and planning
firm.
—Andrew Keh, The New York Times

Sweden seeks arrest of
Wikileaks chief in rape case
LONDON — The Swedish prosecutor’s office said Thursday that
a court in Stockholm had approved its request for arrest warrants
to be issued for WikiLeaks founder Julian Assange for questioning
on charges of rape and other sexual offenses. Assange has strongly
denied the accusations.
Marianne Ny, director of the Stockholm prosecutor’s office, said
in a statement that she had moved to have Assange extradited to
Sweden on suspicion of “rape, sexual molestation and unlawful
coercion.” The accusations were first made against Assange, 39, an
Australian who created the whistle-blowers’ website, after he traveled to Sweden in mid-August and had brief relationships with two
Swedish women that he has described as consensual.
Ny said in a telephone interview that the court had approved two
arrest warrants, one applicable within the European Union and the
other an international warrant that would be issued through Interpol. She said she had acted because “there is a risk of him fleeing.”
A Swedish court will ultimately decide whether to proceed with
the charges, Ny said, as well as whether Assange should be detained or freed on bail.
—John F. Burns and Ravi Somaiya, The New York Times
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Bernanke to castigate China for
continuing its currency games
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The real fate of
poetry at MIT
I read with interest and dismay Emily
Ruppel’s op-ed, “MIT - Poetry = Travesty.”
Interest, because as head of the Program in Writing and Humanistic Studies,
it is great to have the opportunity to bring
to a wide audience MIT’s rich history
and present excellence in the teaching of
poetry and other forms of creative expression. Dismay, because I must do so in the
context of an article that gives its readers a
fundamentally mistaken view of the state
of poetry at the Institute.
To those errors first: Ms. Ruppel writes
that there are no classes in poetry beyond
the introductory level being taught next
spring; that this represents a cut in poetry
offerings at MIT; and that this is happening for budget reasons.
None of these claims is true.
MIT’s Program in Writing and Humanistic Studies (PWHS) typically offers
four classes in poetry per year, one at the
introductory level and one upper-level
offering in the fall, two upper-level classes
in the spring. We are doing so again in
this academic year (and expect to do so
in the future). If you look in the PWHS
catalogue for Spring 2011, you will find two
upper-level poetry classes amongst the
other courses the Ms. Ruppel disparages
(but that many writers among her fellow
students find valuable).
So, to the suggestion that MIT is cutting poetry for financial reasons, I would
respond, “what cut?”
As an aside: I was troubled by the implication in this opinion piece that writing
for digital media is somehow as a category
less valuable than more traditional forms
of expression. It seems to me that the
exploration of the artistic possibilities that
emerge from technological innovation cuts
right to the heart of the mission for a writing program at MIT.
It is true that there is a shift in the mix
of poetry courses offered in this academic
year. In the recent past, PWHS has had
three writers within its poetry group. This
year, a fourth poet has joined our program
on a two-year Mellon Postdoctoral Fellowship. With four poets, each teaching one
course (as opposed to prior years, where
one of our group taught two), there is certainly change in the poetic offerings available to MIT students. But I would disagree
with Ms. Ruppel’s implied suggestion that
this is a bad thing.
Rather, this shift is a reflection of the
strength of MIT’s commitment to the
poetic arts and creative expression in
general. MIT students may now take four
courses from four different instructors.
Each of those artist-teachers has a distinctive voice. They all approach to the process
of writing poetry in particular ways. They
all have their own poetics. The world of
poetry is enormously diverse — and as the
Program Head engaged in these decisions,
I value very highly the ability to capture
some of that diversity in our course offerings.
The importance we attach to poetry as
part of the daily life of MIT is reflected in
PWHS’s endowed series of writers’ talks. Of
five events this fall, one was a poetry slam
(cosponsored with other groups here) and
the other four were readings featuring five
writers, three of whom were poets.
In this context, it is important to note
that MIT’s commitment to poetry is not an

isolated phenomenon. The Institute has
a record of support for both making and
thinking about creative work in the arts
that is extraordinary, and too little known.
Within PWHS, MIT students can write
fiction under the direction of internationally acclaimed authors; can pursue their
love of science fiction with an official
Grandmaster of the form; can study playwriting and art making in new digital media; they can produce documentaries and
other video genres in classes offered by at
least four programs, PWHS included; and,
of course, they can write poems under the
guidance of wonderful poets.
At the same time, these writers can
deepen their understanding of their work
through the extraordinary range of classes
in the Literature section in which MIT
students can engage poetics and narrative
and film — broadly, the history of expression in the English language — directly
and deliberately complementing the work
PWHS does to encourage the creation of
student poetry, prose and moving images.
This kind of intense engagement
in both inquiry and performance/production plays out across the School of
Humanities, Arts and Social Sciences. For
just one conspicuous example — it lies at
the heart of what the Music and Theater
Arts Program does, at level of excellence
that can be seen (again, in just one of
many instances) in the fact that the Boston Symphony Orchestra is now setting
out on a two year project to perform all of
MIT Institute Professor John Harbison’s
symphonies.
And so on. These are just glimpses, a
small sampling of what MIT does to ensure
that its students and its community have
the opportunity to study and produce
exceptional creative work across the spectrum of artistic forms, practices and media.
Poetry included.
And in that spirit I invite anyone
interested to come and write and learn
from our assemblage of wonderful poets
— two of whom will be offering classes this
spring, with the other two returning to the
classroom next fall.
—Thomas Levenson
Head, Program in Writing and
Humanistic Studies

Steamrolling
I was frustrated by a number of statements in the “Moving MIT forward” opinion column by John M. Essigmann Ph.D.
’76, Suzanne Flynn, Steven R. Hall ’80,
Dava J. Newman Ph.D. ’92, and Charles
H. Stewart III, and by other recent dining
developments.
The article asserted that there were
opportunities to change the dining program. This seems to directly contradict
the statements in other student submissions published in The Tech; the process
was indeed observed but I question what
concrete changes in the core features of
the plan (size and scope) occurred due
to feedback from students who will be
harmed by the plan.
It is important to remember that
neither party in this debate over student
dining is unaware of the draws and the
drawbacks of the proposed program.
MIT students are aware of the concept
of economies of scale and that running a
dining program can be a great expense.
I suspect most even favor the idea of an
at-cost dining program (fledgling econo-
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mists practicing the religion of self-interest aside). Similarly, the administration
has certainly heard and comprehends
student complaints. Clearly, it must
understand that when half of Next House
signs a statement of opposition, that it has
designed a program that is profoundly
unpalatable. The administration certainly
also understands the effects this will have
on FSILGs, dorm culture, and so forth; it
may well argue that a fish a not a fish and
that these harms are not real. I happily
state the idea driving those positions:
these harms do not matter.
Simply appeasing current students is
a disservice to the future. I am glad that
Dean Colombo has met with the UA to
hear their concerns, but the solution of
offering upperclassmen an out simply
means that the program will operate on
a short-term deficit before being completely institutionalized and spreading to
the remaining dorms; after all, wouldn’t
that make the program more successful? I
urge students affected to see beyond their
remaining years under the plan and look
to the future. Anything short of reforming
the plan is a failure.
If the administration wants to prove
good faith, it should delay the implementation of the program, run a general
election in the student body to select one
or more students to be granted voting
rights on the Committee To Redesign The
Plan, and extend that role (or elections)
through all phases of implementation.
When those votes are soundly ignored
next time around, at least there will be
no ambiguity as to the administration’s
respect for students, and nobody will be
able to shake their heads and point at a
schedule as a way of silencing debate.
I must also correct a grave error
implied by the “Moving MIT Forward”
article on the subject of FSILG impact.
When the administration made the decision in the late 1990s to force freshmen
to live on-campus starting in 2002, it
did so against a fleet of objections, all
ignored. While the dorm culture impact
of the decision may or may not have been
minor (I can’t speak to that), I can say
that the FSILG financial impact was grave.
In order to stay viable, FSILGs needed
to step up recruitment, at a time when
recruitment would be made harder by
the fact that they could no longer offer
housing to the bulk of applicants. This
impact can very easily be quantified (in
part); you can see the precipitous drop in
recruitment starting in 2002 in The Tech,
and multiply by eight months of rent and
other dues, per active class, per year, and
add to that the eight months of rent not
collected by freshman, per class, to arrive
at just a portion of the harm done. It is not
a small number.
To be fair to the administration, it
was aware of the financial impact, and
offered to offset the short-term financial
impact to FSILGs to help quiet debate.
To be more fair, though, it was also a
bait-and-switch operation, formed on a
faulty premise that only the administration bought (and has since been shown to
be false). You can read about in The Tech
article “FSILG Assistance Has Shortfall”
from 2004.
Short-term concessions mean very
little, and the UA shouldn’t be selling future classes down the river by pushing for
them. “It will seem normal in five years” is
the mantra of a sellout.
—Tyler Hunt ’04
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The case against U.S. farm subsidies
By Keith Yost
Staff Columnist

Serious discussions of fiscal reform are
usually dominated by the big ticket items:
health care spending, Social Security, and
taxes. This is sensible — these are the areas
responsible for the vast majority of our budget shortfall. But the efficiency losses from
these programs are small relative to their
size. When we debate them, we are rightfully concerned over the drag they create
on our nation’s productivity through disincentives to work. But the broader question,
the one that makes reform difficult, is one
of wealth redistribution: How much will we
borrow from future generations to finance
present consumption, and how much will
we take from the rich to give to the poor?
In a sense, the biggest gains from fiscal
reform might come not from major programmatic reforms, but from the hundred
small cuts to the discretionary budget that
eliminate pork and end special interest
handouts. Ending these programs doesn’t
just help the government move its books
into the black, but it grows the national pie
by freeing resources from wasteful endeavors so that they can be used more constructively else where.

The subsidies do not
exist to correct some
market imperfection,
but rather distort the
market away from its
efficient equilibrium.
One such program is agricultural subsidies. This year, farm subsidies, whether
they are in the form of direct subsidies,
crop insurance, or some support, will total
roughly $14 billion, and were even higher
in the previous two years.
Farm subsidies have little, if any, raison
d’etre. As economic policies, they are terrible — the subsidies do not exist to correct some market imperfection, but rather
distort the market away from its efficient
equilibrium. As wealth transfer programs,
they’re equally bad — since 1995, more
than half of the subsidies went to fewer
than 4 percent of the nation’s subsidy-receiving farms. And as a national security
program, they are a joke: not only is it difficult to conceive of any war-time scenario
in which the U.S. would find itself in need
of an indigenous food production capability beyond that which the free market
would provide, but our sales of agricultural
products abroad have not granted us any
special leverage over our customers. To
the contrary, if anyone benefits from the

Zynga Game Network

The very picture of waste.
subsidies, it’s foreign consumers who get
to dine on the American taxpayer’s dime.
A quote from the Congressional Budget
Office: “Unlike tariffs, which tend to harm
all countries, subsidies tend to benefit the
countries purchasing the subsidized products and to harm the countries granting the
subsidies.”
If anything, the farm subsidies work
at cross purposes with other policy goals.
We subsidize high fructose corn syrup, but
then campaign against sodas and sweets.
We promote lighter milks as part of a low
fat diet, but then spend tens of millions
to get people to consume the excess milk
fat (in one such program, the government
partnered with Domino’s Pizza to hawk a
40-percent-cheesier pizza). We pour millions into combating childhood obesity,
but then stock our school lunch programs
with the fatty excess from subsidized agricultural yields.
Even if farm subsidies had the hypothetical ability to improve the general welfare,

it is clear from their structure that they are
nothing more than special interest pork.
The vast majority of U.S. farm subsidies are
concentrated on just a handful of crops, and
some of the most heavily subsidized crops,
such as cotton and tobacco, are not food
crops at all. A food security program would

We seem to subsidize
two types of crops: those
farmed under industrial
agriculture, and those
grown in the early
primary state of Iowa.
subsidize a broad swathe of nutritional
sources. A wealth transfer program would
subsidize the crops of the poorest farmers.
A market-fixing program would subsidize
crops with positive externalities. Instead,
we seem to subsidize two types of crops:

The value of being seriously funny
Exaggerations in humor expose the truth
By Ronan Killian McGovern
Staff columnist

Who are those late night orators, keeping real and YouTube crowds from falling
asleep? What work do they do and is it worthy of our respect? Should we succumb to
the musings and quips of these observational scientists, irrelevant to our culture and irrelevant to our science? Beyond its cackles,
laughs, chuckles and giggles, is comedy but
an irrelevant escapade into obscurity and
inconsequence?
There aren’t all that many ways to truly
engage an audience. Oratory, by its nature,
is quite a uni-directional means of communication. Great orators will tell you how
engagement requires emotion; often pride,
fear or anger. Humour too, is a product of
emotional interaction, but is crucially different in that it provokes thoughts which
can promote, rather than obscure, rationality. There is no way to appreciate a joke,
other than to listen and engage with the
words you hear. Once your mind wanders,
you hear others laugh as you fall into isolated confusion. Then you fight to re-engage
until you’re once again involved. This is the
power of humour, an oratorical tool to be
dismissed at one’s peril.
Once upon a time, that age old adage
involving road crossing poultry was a joke
of meaningful hilarity. Indeed, humour’s
attention-grabbing quality has often been

attributed to surprise; unlikely parallels
between remote ideas and objects. Then
again, sometimes humour is simply the realization that human beings have more in
common than in difference. Still, it would
be an oversimplification to think of comedy
solely as a form of surprise and eccentricity.
Comedy is both, and more. Of all oratorical
styles, comedy is one of the most subtle and
yet honest means of communication. What
comedy is, is a license to spill the truth, to
reveal one’s honest opinions. We struggle
to evaluate the opinions of businessmen
and politicians from their well kept public
personae. Evaluating comedians is easy.
Their stereotypical views are not hidden,
their preconceptions are laid bare and they
have more incentive to harden rather than
soften their truths.
What comedy is not, is accurate. In fact,
one of the basic tricks up a comic’s sleeve is
exaggeration — the inflation of all proportions to effectively convey an idea. This, you
might suggest, is one of the major downfalls
of comedic presentations. However, the
truth is that formal speeches made by politicians or businessmen do not contain more
accuracy than those of comics. Instead, they
contain less inaccuracy; a subtle but important difference. Politics seeks consensus,
which through its cautious and vague wording avoids inaccuracy. Benign statements
serve as a protective layer, hiding from us
true thoughts and opinions. Comedy, by

contrast, involves the most utopic of aspirations, which at the cost of accuracy, employs
the most stereotypical of narratives. A libellous concoction it may be, but the freedom
afforded by humour is of immense illustrative value. In a sense, by the virtue of inaccuracy, comedy reveals a different truth — the
truth of the orator’s own opinions. The honesty of humour simultaneously offends and
brings others closer, which, in our world of
disguise, provides a rare opportunity to uncover our glossed-over preconceptions.
Over-exaggeration, when done judiciously, is a technique of great utility, allowing one’s thoughts to be conveyed with
great conviction. Interestingly, exaggeration
and oversimplification are not unique to the
comic world; one only has to consider our
science. We have no qualms when it comes
to making assumptions in science or approximations in engineering when clarity is
at stake. Why might different standards be
applied to communication? Of course, just
as scientists must qualify their equations
and engineers their calculations, orators too
must qualify their theories, by their flaws
and limitations.
Humor may seem liberal and rebellious,
but is paradoxically more reliant on doctrines than any religion could be. Built on
preconceptions, humour is nothing in the
absence of context. In a world of libel and
slander, humour liberates us from and yet
ties us to a society of social norms.

those farmed under industrial agriculture,
and those grown in the early primary state
of Iowa.
It’s not hard to see why agricultural subsidies are persistently difficult to dismantle.
The cost of subsidies are spread thin across
the taxpaying public — the benefits are
concentrated on a wealthy few. A person
making an average income will see just $70
of his yearly tax bill go to agricultural subsidies — hardly enough to raise a complaint
— but for the industrial farm magnates who
are on the receiving end, farm subsidies
mean millions in revenue. Over the past 15
years, a single company, Riceland Foods
Incorporated, has been given $550 million,
courtesy of the American taxpayer.
At $14 billion per year, farm subsidies
amount to a mere 1.2 percent of the 2010
deficit, and are just a drop in the red ink
of debt that is the U.S. federal budget. But
if politicians cannot muster the courage to
pick even this low hanging fruit, then there
is little hope of more serious reform.

UA Updates & Answers
The UA President and Vice President met with the DSL and student
members of HDAG last Friday. Minutes and slides from the meeting are
available at ua.mit.edu.
At last week’s Exec meeting, the UA
discussed advice for the MIT 150 Open
House. The information was passed
to Events Committee chair Christine
Chen ’12, and we encourage further
comments to be emailed to her. Announcements regarding the Spring
budget were followed by discussion
on FinBoard allocations and the regulation and policies of the board; an ad
hoc committee may be formed to continue this discussion. Ideas included
having two rounds of allocations per
semester and a medium events fund.
Monday’s Senate meeting saw the
approval of Jessica Chen ’14 to vice
chair of the Committee of Public Relations, minor updates to the constitution, and a lengthy discussion on
events between Senators and their
constituents. The conversations intended to help Senators improve communication with and proactively find
projects that benefit their constituents.
Finally, the UA invites you to have
Thanksgiving Dinner with us on Tuesday! As space is limited, please RSVP
with the online form. Feel free to direct
any further questions to ua@mit.edu!
— Alec Lai,
UA Secretary-General
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Steal My Comic by Michael Ciuffo

Help Desk by Michael Benitez

Somewhere on the Search for Meaning… by Letitia Li

Crossword Puzzle
Solution, page 11

ACROSS
1 FBI agent
5 Droops
9 Full-scale attack
14 Costa __
15 Bryce Canyon state
16 Flood protection barrier
17 NYC theater
18 Afrikaner
19 Circumvent
20 Start of Mario Cuomo quip
23 Go by, as time
24 Wet soil
25 One of those girls
28 Orch. section
29 Disney dwarf
32 Apple leftover
33 Scottish river
34 Eyeball impolitely
35 Flash of light
36 Part 2 of quip
39 Continuous
42 Launch forces
43 Big galoot
46 Sort of school

47
49
50
51
52
54
58
60
61
62
63
64
65
66
67

Concert sites
Tango team
Lawyers’ org.
A Gabor
Thelma or Tex
End of quip
Overcharge
Alleviate
Andy’s radio partner
Luster
Move just slightly
Amounted (to)
Balance sheet plus
Chuck
Low-blow weapon

DOWN
1 Superlatively ashen
2 Canon rival
3 Insurance statistician
4 Rights grp.
5 Go under
6 On the peak of
7 Primal goddess of Greeks
8 Seafood order

9
10
11
12
13
21
22
26
27
30
31
32
35
36
37
38
39
40
41
43
44
45
47
48
51

Amalgam
Strauss of jeans
Sir Walter Scott hero
Danson or Koppel
Final letter
Equally beneficial
Regular Joe
Period
“The One I Love” group
Most remote, briefly
Blend together
Actor Gulager
Rumor spreader
Apple seed
Hankering
Ones who pine
Masseuse’s milieu
Poetic planet
Associations of teams
Cushioned footstool
Truly amazing
Envision
Hail, to Caesar
Hardest to find
Big occasion

53 Follow
55 Curved molding
56 Amer.-Eur. alliance

57 Fertility goddess
58 Young ladies’ org.
59 Sighs of delight
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That Tomb Tomb Pow

by Jerry Holkins
and Mike Krahulik

Time Machine

A

WEBCOMIC OF ROMANCE,
SARCASM, MATH, AND LANGUAGE

by Randall Munroe
We never see any time travelers because they all discover it’s a huge mistake. This is also why your friend at the lab suddenly
looked about a year older recently.

Easy Sudoku

Hard Sudoku

Solution, page 14

5
8
1
9

1
5 9
5

4
9
1 5

2

Solution, page 11

1 8
3 4
4
1
5
4
6 2
3
1
9
6
3
3
8

2
9 6 1
3 9
1 6
7
8
3 1 7 5
6
9 8 2 4
9

7 2
8 6 1

Instructions: Fill in the grid so that each column, row, and 3 by 3 grid contains exactly one of each of the digits 1 through 9.

4

3
9
6 1
2
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Arts Arts Arts

film Review

Making awkward ‘cool’

Emma Stone’s charm makes Easy A the best teen comedy since Mean Girls
By Maggie Liu
arts editor

Easy A
Directed by Will Gluck
Starring Emma
Stone, Penn Badgley,
Amanda Bynes
PG-13
In theaters
looks strikingly similar to Lindsay Lohan in her pre-rehab days
(Stone gave Lohan a shoutout in
her recent SNL spoof ).
Another tweenstar? Think
again. Stone’s most distinguishing
and appealing trait is her ability to
embrace awkwardness and turn
it into something kinda cool. But
Lindsay Lohan did that in Mean
Girls you proclaim. No, Lohan
morphed from a wholesome and
slightly oldfashioned sheltered
youth into a queen bee diva. At the
end of the film, there was a slight
disconnect between Lohan and
the audience because she transformed into something too cool.
The best segment of the film
could perhaps be Olive busting
her lungs to Natasha Bedingfield‘s
“Pocket Full of Sunshine” via the
small speakers of a greeting card.
She belts the song in the recesses
of her shower, painting the nails
of her dog, and fist-pumping in
her living room until the very last

Courtesy of Sony Pictures

Emma Stone plays the sassy Olive in this teenage comedy.
batteries of the card are drained.
There’s something endearingly
intimate about the scene. So many
girls can relate — Stone’s natural
performance of something goofy
and silly but all very ordinary.
We might ask, how does her
role come naturally to her? Stone
admitted in an interview that she
found kinship with Olive because

of their shared snarkiness, “verbal
diarrhea” and a groundedness that
could absolve many highschools
of their high-drama reputation. In
fact, the director Will Gluck had
approached her because he didn’t
want someone to “become Olive
so much as to be Olive”.
It may seem that I’m overly
gushing about Stone. However,

she is really what makes the film.
From a creative angle, Easy A was
piggybacking on the likes all of the
teen comedies prior — the 80’s
brat pack, the 90’s Clueless. While
it had a witty script and a motley
cast, the film’s focus on a lovable
and fearless heroine was what
pulled everything together into a
cohesive entity.

on classic cinema

The original portrayal of the confused youth
An exploration of The Graduate
By Emily Nardoni
Staff WRITER

Mr. Braddock: What is it, Ben?
Benjamin: I’m just...
Mr. Braddock: Worried?
Benjamin: Well...
Mr. Braddock: About what?
Benjamin: I guess about my future.
Mr. Braddock: What about it?
Benjamin: I don’t know... I want it to be...
Mr. Braddock: To be what?
Benjamin: [looks at his father] ... Different.
To call this a common sentiment
would be a gross understatement. Benjamin Braddock’s concerted inquietude in
the face of his future could be that of any
young person going through a period of
transition. But as the central personality
of 1967‘s classic The Graduate, he is more
than just a singular lost 20-something year
old. Ben’s aimless sense of alienation represents the hollow wanderings of a generation.
The Graduate is an artful, satiric sex
comedy whose themes of exploited in-

nocence and societal superficiality mirror the moral and sexual shifts of the late
1960’s. Ben (played by Dustin Hoffman)
is a recent college graduate with a wealth
of achievements under his belt but little
aim in life who finds himself the object
of an older woman’s— Mrs. Robinson’s
— seduction. His anxiety becomes disaffected calm and then directed aimlessness
when he falls in love with Mrs. Robinson’s
daughter, Elaine.
Directed by Mike Nichols, whose hit
Who’s Afraid of Virginia Woolf? starring
Elizabeth Taylor debuted only a year earlier, The Graduate is a visually rich film with
a unique avant-garde brand of cinematography. Every sequence is meticulously
crafted with a mind on presentation and
perspective that often serves to further
isolate the characters. In one scene, for
instance, the camera takes on Ben’s perspective from inside a scuba diving suit as
he unwillingly demonstrates his father’s
expensive birthday gift to him for a crowd
of older people whose excited talking is
entirely muffled by the echoed breathing inside the suit. This sense of discon-

nect from an older generation whose loud
opinions are represented by shallow adult
characters captures a key feeling of the decade, as well as serves to drive Ben further
into disaffection.
Sharp contrast between light and
darkness, careful frame composition, and
camera motion are central contributors
to the film’s visual depth. Various scenes
view characters superimposed under layers of water (both reflecting pool water
and fish tanks), framed within objects
like curtain hangers in the fore-shot, and
zoomed in for a disembodied effect, to
name a few interesting compositions.
Motion shots that follow a character
moving through a scene are common,
and harken back to the film’s thematic
focus on the journey, rather than the destination.
While its artistry is certainly notable,
The Graduate is most memorable today
for its satire, thematic representation of
both the era from which it came and the
age of transition it portrays, and of course,
its characters. The film was Dustin Hoffman’s breakout role, and his acting in
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the part of Ben earned him an Academy
Award nomination.
Anne Bancroft’s
character, the iconic Mrs. Robinson, is
an overtly sexual and aggressive woman
whose actions serve as the catalyst for
Ben’s absentminded decisions. Her oozing sexuality and confidence in the unforgettable role provided the namesake
for the famous Simon and Garfunkel
song “Mrs. Robinson”, which appeared
in an early form in the film. She is the
archetypal temptress, Ben the questioning youth, Elaine the malleable innocent,
and the rest of the adults just part of the
meaningless “plastic” world. All of them
are unforgettable.
The Graduate is at once a comedy
and a tragedy, a study on people and a
comment on the meaning of ambition, a
popular landmark film and a biting satire
that plays to audiences of a certain age
and disposition. Mostly, it just presents
an attitude in a simultaneously entertaining and thought-provoking (albeit quirky)
way. Whether or not it is likable is left to
the opinion of the modern moviegoer; at
the very least, it is worth a revisit.
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Our generation has become
used to the slapstick SNL teen
comedies. At first glance, Easy A is
not dissimilar to its predecessors
like Mean Girls. However, unlike
other attempts at teenage comedy
following Mean Girls, Easy A is
fresh, cheeky and actually on the
mark.
For all teenage comedies, we
anticipate a certain level of crassness, in-your-face humor and vulgarities that you could see coming
out of the mouths of a twelve-yearold boy. If executed well, it could
leave you quoting lines from it for
the next few days. If not…it could
create that awkward laughter
when you don’t think something
is funny but you know you’re expected to have a reaction.
The premise is fairly cliché.
An ordinary girl at your run-ofthe-mill high school attempts to
cover up a boring weekend by
making up an imaginary fling with
a college boy. Her loose-lipped
best friend spreads it around and
before you know it, the ordinary
girl has become the high school
whore. Instead of shirking from
her (falsely) tarnished reputation, Olive begins to start rumors
of flings with the social pariahs of
the school. The said girl, Olive, is
played by the snarky and charmingly fresh-faced Emma Stone.
Emma Stone has all the charms
of a younger Sandra Bullock and
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25 attend Baker protest
Dining, from Page 1
Chris Colombo, housemasters, HDAG members, and faculty members, the petition demands “major revisions to the dining plan.”
“This petition takes a different approach in
that it brings all the background about dining
into one central location, and that the website
creates a forum for dialogue and discussion”
said Keone Hon ’11, who created the website
with a group of 6–8 students.
“We’re targeting all of campus, which demonstrates that dining is truly a campus-wide
issue that will have implications everywhere,”
he said.
The petition makes three demands: That
the plan become either non-compulsory or
“significantly reduced in its level of mandatory
cost”; that it be revised to avoid the “drastic effects on dorms, clubs and other parts of Institute life”; and that the student body be asked,
“Do you approve of the final plan we have proposed?”
“We want to send a strong message to
HDAG: they’re not going far enough in the
things they’re willing to concede. Currently,
the plan is portrayed as something set in stone,
but we hope that after we obtain really strong
support for our petition, that conclusion we
have to be thrown away…My hope is that the
administration and HDAG members take this
petition as a sincere declaration from students
across campus that significant revisions need
to be made. I have full faith that because they
are committed to serving students’ interests
that they will listen and resolve the concerns
articulated in the petition,” said Hon, who was
formerly the president of the Association of
Student Activities.
In a response to the petition, Dean for
Student Life Christopher Columbo said, “We
have heard very clearly that students are concerned about cost, about the level of commitment for existing House Dining residents, and
about the impact on the system once the new
meal plans are put into place. Within HDAG,
we are taking a serious look at their ideas to
find a way to minimize the stress on the house
communities without delaying or stopping the
implementation process.”
Michael E. Plasmeier ’13, Vice President of
Baker Facilities and Services and RFP Committee member, said, “The contract hasn’t
been signed yet, and it’s not done until it’s
signed. The sooner we can work towards a solution, the better. We want to move forward to
meet the needs of all students.”
So far, according to data (from Thursday
night) students from every living group have
signed the petition. The dorms with the most
signatures as of 1 a.m. this morning are:
Baker

143

Next House

113

Simmons

95

East Campus

226

Burton-Connor

116

Students who sign are asked to identify
their year and residence, and are given the option to provide a comment if they choose.

Dining Protest at Baker
Thursday evening, a group of roughly 25
students met at Baker Dining to protest the
proposed dining plan.

The premise of the protest, as explained
in an e-mail sent out to participants by initiators Michael L. Pappas ’14 and Christopher W.
Tam ’14, was that students would bring and
prepare their own food to eat in the Dining
Hall, sending the message to administrators
that they are not “incapable of feeding themselves” and thus do not need the new dining
plan.
Tam said, “It’s a way for people to do something about dining that’s more than signing a
petition, and it can be fun at the same time.”
Carrying signs labelled “IHTFP (I Hate the
Food Plan)” the protesters entered around 6
p.m. and were greeted at the door by Baker
Housemaster, Course XVI professor Dava J.
Newman Ph.D. ’92, and Senior Assistant Dean
of Students for Residential Life Henry J. Humphreys, who invited them to sit down and discuss their concerns with the dining plan.
After a few minutes, the students and administrators settled into conversations at
various tables. Newman said, “The important
thing is to engage students and learn their
opinions. It’s nice to see everyone eating together and talking to each other.”
Humphreys said, “I think students have
a right to voice their concerns. The students
were being effective in making their point, but
they were still respectful of the people who live
at Baker.
Almas Abdulla ’14, McCormick Senator, said, “I’ve been taking around a petition
around McCormick, and from all the people
I’ve talked to, there is an overwhelming opposition to the dining plan. Many people said
they would strongly consider moving out,
which is a problem because McCormick is the
only all-female dorm, so if someone is living
there for personal reasons and they can’t pay
for dining, they’d still be forced to.”
Many of the students in attendance, however, were residents of non-dining dorms.
Patrick A. Hulin ’14, a resident of East Campus
said, “I’m here because it’s clear to me that
students don’t support the meal plan. People
from non-dining dorms need to stand up for
people in the dining dorms. For example, all
my friends in Next House are considering
moving out if the plan is implemented.”
When asked about the small turnout, Pappas seemed unfazed, “It’s not what I expected,
but I’m happy with the outcome. I think this
was more productive than if we had, say, 130
people, because we were able to have a civil
dialogue, rather than just demonstrating that
there were things we weren’t happy about,
something I think the administration is already keenly aware of. At our table, we talked
about dorm culture and possible ways to remodel the dining plan to make it work for all
people.”
Asked about the low proportion of people
from dining halls in attendance, Pappas said
that some dining hall students may not have
been able to participate because it was more
difficult for them to prepare their own meal
for the protest without access to kitchens.
“However, I think those who did come still
represent the general opinions coming from
all sorts of different students, despite the apparent imbalance,” he said in an e-mail later
that evening.
Tam added, “It’s possible that people from
other dining halls were just having dinner
somewhere else. In the end, at least we did
something.”

The online petition
against the dining
plan
Dear President Hockfield, Chancellor Clay,
Dean Colombo, Housemasters of MIT, Members of HDAG, and Members of the Faculty:
We, the undersigned, write to voice our objection to the new dining plan proposed by the
House Dining Advisory Group (HDAG), which
is slated to begin next fall.
We have read the specific details of the proposed dining plan:
• We understand that there will be a “take
out” option.
• We understand that the initial mandatory
commitment will decrease over time: $3800
for freshmen, $3800 or $3400 for sophomores,
and $3800, $3400, or $2900 for juniors and seniors.
• We understand that hours will be staggered
across the system in order to accommodate
more schedules.
We still do not support this plan for the
following reasons, which are further detailed
below:
• It nearly doubles the cost of food.
• The motivation given for its launch  — an
annual deficit of $600,000 — is misleading and
most likely is not even solved by it.
• It will cause many of us to move if we refuse
to accept the expense. This negatively impacts
both dining and non-dining dorms.
• It will hurt FSILGs and clubs, which are essential components of the MIT experience, by
discouraging dining dorm residents from participating in dinnertime activities.
• It is not right for us and not right for MIT.
Our opinion was ignored by HDAG the first
time around; we demand that the plan be revised immediately to earn our approval.

Expense
The new plan is too expensive — after accounting for missed meals, IAP, and lunches,
it will nearly double the cost of food. Several
surveys indicate that current student expenditures average $1700 (non-dining dorms) to
$2300 (dining dorms) annually, while expenditures under the dining plan will easily exceed $5000.
The high cost of the plan relative to existing
costs is not clear from the information published by the house dining website, as misleading comparisons and questionable data
analysis obscure the reality. Students must
be given full and accurate information about
costs and in this case they were not.
As such, we object — both to the expense
and to the way the expense is inaccurately portrayed.

Sustainability
We also reject the argument that the new
dining plan is necessary to make dining sustainable.
First, we feel that the notion of sustainability needs clarification. The supporters of the
HDAG plan will gladly remind us that the current house dining system receives a subsidy
of approximately $600,000 annually, but they
often fail to mention that the subsidy comes
from profits from other areas of dining, such
as W20. In other words, the dining system as
a whole is self-sufficient. Many departments
have individual business units with varying
levels of profitability; it is unfair to portray
house dining as a major tax on the whole Institute budget.
More to the point, we expect that the cost
to financial aid will exceed any savings from
eliminating the deficit, rendering any arguments about sustainability useless. (The only
case in which this would not occur would be if
MIT failed to increase its financial aid to reflect
the higher costs under mandatory dining, in
which case there are bigger issues in play.) We
have not seen the plan’s authors address these
additional costs to MIT, and so we find the repeated emphasis on financial sustainability to
ring hollow indeed.
More generally, we object to the practice
of using the supposed deficit as an unquestionable motivation for expanding the dining
system. Cries of “we have no choice; the bottom line demands it” are immediately suspect
when used to justify expanding, not shrinking,
a comparatively expensive program.

Negative impact on both dining and
non-dining dorms

John A. Hawkinson—The Tech

Promoters of the most recent campus dining petition late Wednesday night
plastered the door of Chris Colombo, Dean for Student Life, with signs saying
“sayNO.mit.edu,” the website of the petition.

The plan forces us to move out if we are unwilling to pay for meals that we will not eat.
It will destroy the community within
dining dorms by providing upperclassmen
with a financial incentive to move out, making it more difficult to develop long-standing
culture.

It will destroy culture within non-dining
dorms by providing an influx of students who
chose to move into one of these dorms due to
the lower cost, even if the culture is not right
for them.
It will also increase the length of inter-dorm
waitlists, decreasing mobility for students who
wish to switch dorms for other reasons.
We are particularly disturbed that the existence of expensive mandatory dining plans
in some dorms will result in segregation by
wealth. Egalitarianism is a fundamental tenet
of MIT and we cannot support a plan that creates such different costs between dorms that
poorer students will be driven away and forced
to cluster together.
MIT’s housing system, which allows students to find a home that truly suits them
culturally, is one of the unique parts of our undergraduate experience. Elevating the cost of
living in a dining dorm forces some students to
compromise their cultural preferences to save
money; this is fundamentally at odds with
the MIT philosophy of student housing.

Negative impacts on FSILGs/clubs
FSILGs are an essential part of the MIT
community; while individual students residing in their FSILGs would mostly avoid the
mandatory dining plan, their organizations
would face significant effects.
Freshmen or other on-campus members
who are on the mandatory dining plan are
less inclined to forfeit a prepaid meal to attend
dinner with their FSILG, which is an important
bonding time for many FSILGs.
Clubs use food to attract attendees to
events; having students purchase a full dinner
plan in advance will hurt attendance at lectures and meetings where free food is often a
powerful incentive.
MIT’s strong student activities and FSILG
systems are significant to the undergraduate
experience. The new dining plan will hurt
these integral aspects of student life by decreasing participation; this effect has not
been properly investigated.

Disregard for student opinion
We reject HDAG’s argument that it adequately considered student opinion by responding to questions and concerns throughout the proposal-forming process.
Our signatures to this petition are a clear
indication that HDAG did not adequately consider our student opinion. HDAG never asked
us the only question that truly measures
student support: ‘Do you approve of the final
plan we have proposed?’ This petition is our
answer to this question: we do not approve of
the plan.
We are dismayed by the argument that “everything will be okay’’ in four years once the
system reaches steady state, since the current
students have graduated and the new students
have “gotten used to” the plan. Even if this argument were true, it completely discounts the
experience of those of us who are here now.
HDAG sees the new dining plan as an
opportunity to reshape students lives for
the better, for example by increasing the rate
at which students engage in the healthy habit
of eating breakfast. We reject this view as
paternalistic and uninformed. The party
best-equipped to assess the needs of future
students is us, the current students, and we say
that this new dining plan does not fit the needs
of present or future students.

Conclusion
The proposed dining plan will harm many
of the unique aspects of MIT; it is wrong for us
and wrong for MIT.
We demand major revisions to the dining
plan. In particular, implementing the HDAG
proposal but “grandfathering” it in to give
current students an opt-out choice is not a
solution to our concerns. While this might be
attempted to appease current students, we
are not willing to sacrifice future students by
leaving them to deal with costs far in excess
of the MIT norm. Moreover, a grandfathered
version of the HDAG plan does not satisfy our
concerns about the effect on our dorm culture
or on our clubs and FSILGs; it still promotes
wealth-segregated dorms; and it is fundamentally at odds with the philosophy that students
live where they find the best cultural fit.
Rather, we demand the following:
• That the dining plan be revised to make the
a meal plan either non-compulsory or significantly reduced in its level of mandatory cost.
• That the new plan be reviewed to ensure
that the drastic effects on dorms, clubs, and
other parts of Institute life cited here are avoided.
• That the undergraduate student body be
presented with the revised plan and asked the
only question that truly measures student support: “Do you approve of the final plan we have
proposed?”
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Worm in Iran was perfect for sabotaging centrifuges
By William J. Broad
and David E. Sanger
The New York Times

Experts dissecting the computer
worm suspected of being aimed at
Iran’s nuclear program have determined that it was precisely calibrated
in a way that could send nuclear centrifuges wildly out of control.
Their conclusion, while not de-

finitive, begins to clear some of the
fog around the Stuxnet worm, a malicious program detected this year on
computers, primarily in Iran but also
India, Indonesia and other countries.
The paternity of the worm is still
in dispute, but in recent weeks officials from Israel have broken into
wide smiles when asked whether Israel was behind the attack, or knew

Ugliest Man on Campus totals

who was. American officials have
suggested it originated abroad.
The new forensic work narrows
the range of targets and deciphers
the worm’s plan of attack. Computer
analysts say Stuxnet does its damage
by making quick changes in the rotational speed of motors, shifting them
rapidly up and down.
Changing the speed “sabotages
the normal operation of the industrial control process,” Eric Chien, a
researcher at the computer security
company Symantec, wrote in a blog
post.

Those fluctuations, nuclear analysts said in response to the report,
are a recipe for disaster among the
thousands of centrifuges spinning
in Iran to enrich uranium, which can
fuel reactors or bombs. Rapid changes can cause them to blow apart.
Reports issued by international inspectors reveal that Iran has experienced many problems keeping its
centrifuges running, with hundreds
removed from active service since
summer 2009.
Intelligence officials have said
they believe that a series of covert

programs are responsible for at least
some of that decline. So when Iran
reported this year that it was battling
the Stuxnet worm, many experts immediately suspected that it was a
state-sponsored cyberattack.
The computer analysis, Albright’s
Wednesday
report
concluded,
“makes a legitimate case that Stuxnet
could indeed disrupt or destroy” Iranian centrifuge plants.
The latest evidence does not
prove Iran was the target, and there
have been no confirmed reports of
industrial damage linked to Stuxnet.
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APO’s Ugliest Man on Campus (UMOC) competition returns
this year, with a booth in Lobby 10. Passers-by are invited to vote
for the candidate that they think is ugliest, with one penny equaling one vote.
In a twist, this year’s contest returns to the original name
(“Ugliest Man”), when in some prior years the name was “Ugliest Manifestation.” Despite that, this year, while each candidate
is technically a person, most people have chosen to run on behalf
of objects, such as the dining plan.
Each candidate designates a charity to receive the proceeds if
they win. Allan E. Miramonti ’13, who is representing the Dining
Plan, has selected Child’s Play; James M. Penna ’14 is representing a rotting jack-o-lantern, selected World Education.
Roberto J. Melendez ’12 is representing himself, and has selected Fundahmer. Random Hall’s “Pecker Floor,” representing
their sink, has selected the American Cancer Society; Pecker Floor
is also running “Fifteen-year-old Juice,” and has selected the CDC
Foundation. Jordan A. Goldstein ’14 is representing a staircase at
Random Hall, and has selected Doctors Without Borders.

Solution to Hard Sudoku
from page 7
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Solution to Crossword
from page 6

(Open to undergrad and grad students)

A Few Examples:
ASTRI, Hong Kong
CISCO, Shanghai
EMC Research, Beijing
Foxconn,Taipei
HiSense, Qingdao
Lenovo, Beijing
Microsoft, Shanghai
Nextlabs, Hangzhou
VMware, Beijing
United Nations, Beijing
Various universities

Joint US-China Cooperation
on Clean Energy
Atlas Capital Group
Transworld Capital Group
AbMart, Shanghai
Dragonfly Sciences
China Greentech Initiative
Mozilla, Beijing
Silver Rock Capital Group
Novartis, Shanghai
Horizon Research, Beijing

Contact: Sean Gilbert seang@mit.edu

mit.edu/misti/mit-china
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MTG dances and
sings in musical
Guys and Dolls

Alex French

Gamblers play craps and roll dice down New York City sewers at the end to the Crapshooter’s Ballet.

Alex French

Adelaide (Kerry Brooke Steere) tries to persuade Nathan Detroit
(Stever Robbins ’86) to get married, after fourteen years of being
engaged. MIT’s Musical Theatre Guild will be performing Guys And
Dolls Friday, Saturday and Sunday at 8 p.m. in La Sala de Puerto Rico.
Matinees at 2 p.m. will also be held on Saturday and Sunday.

Alex French

Burlesque dancers perform “Bushel and a Peck” during the Musical Theater Guild’s performance of Guys
and Dolls.
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3k pages a semester?
Group considers Athena printing quotas
Athena printing, from Page 1

3,000 page quota

use a system called Pharos, which
is currently being tested at the Student Center and at Baker House.
A student sends a job to a printer,
but the printer doesn’t start printing until the students goes to the
printer and presses a button or
swipes an ID.
Currently, impatient students
often submit jobs to multiple printers, especially when the printers
are busy. They end up printing the
same thing multiple times because
it difficult to remove the extra jobs.
The new system allows for a
single queue for each type of printer. For instance, students would be
able to submit a job to the blackand-white queue, and then go to
any black-and-white printer to release the job. This improves convenience and reduces the waste
that is associated with abandoned
documents.
Over the summer, two pilot
printers started using the system —
one in the student center and the
other at Baker House. The printer
in the student center is named
“Lerman” (after former Vice Chancellor Steven R. Lerman ’72, who
was instrumental in the early days
of Athena and recently left MIT to
become Provost of George Washington University).
IS&T has been working with the
UA to invite student participation
in implementation efforts. The UA
formed an Athena Printing Committee on October 25 to facilitate
student communication on the
topic.
Allan E. Miramonti ’13, the chair
of the Printing committee, said that
feedback has been “largely positive
… people are actually excited about
the idea, and while some concerns
exist, people on the whole seem to
be happy with it.”
The UA and the working group
have also been in discussion as to
whether jobs should be released
through a touch screen and keyboard, or by swiping an MIT ID
card.

In the initial recommendations,
the working group proposed a
quota of 3,000 pages per semester
be created in the new, comprehensive system. They determined
that only 100 members of the MIT
community go over this quota, so
it would not affect the overwhelming majority of Athena users. Some
suggest a fee of about 10 cents
could be charged for each additional page.
The point is not to get students
to pay more for printing, said Oliver Thomas, Manager of the Faculty and Student Experience at
IS&T. “The point of the quota and
the hold-and-release piece is to
save money by reducing waste and
encouraging responsible behavior,
though even that is subservient to
reducing waste.”
There has been some concern
that the introduction of the new
system could increase the number of people going over the quota
since users will start to believe that
3,000 pages is the baseline for “too
much.”
In response, Thomas explained
that there was experimental value
in determining the use-cases that
may cause a student to go over the
3,000 page quota.
“If there were an instance where
a student needs to print over 3,000
pages for academic purposes, we
could start a conversation with
the department and understand
the reasons behind such a practice. If, however, it were an abuse
of the system for frivolous reasons,
charging a minimal fee for overages seems appropriate because the
use of Athena printers is discouraged in such situations.”
IS&T offcers resources to learn
more about printing on Athena
and reducing paper consumption;
see http://web.mit.edu/printing/.
If you have any ideas for implementation or you’d like to take
part in the design efforts, contact:
ua-printing-chairs@mit.edu and
student-printing-feedback@mit.
edu.

Other Athena changes on the horizon
Scanners
Though initially interested in deploying multi-function printers, the Athena Working Group will be testing out the idea of scanners in Athena clusters. The pilot scanners will be separate from printers and will
be full-featured photo and document scanners that can scan to a file directly. The working group decided
against using multi-function printers because many students need higher quality scans than the typical
multi-function scanner can provide. (There might still be pilot multi-function devices to test out scanning
in general.)

Quickstations and thin clients
Currently, there are 44 Athena quickstations on campus, and more are slowly being installed. The working group hopes it will be able to add about five more stations by IAP.
IS&T is in the process of experimenting with “thin clients”: cheaper, slower machines that run their software off a remote server. The server does all the heavy lifting, so the computer that accesses the servers (the
client) doesn’t need to be very capable.
Such a system makes the quickstation computers resistant to tampering, since all their software is located on the remote server. The machines could also be cheaper because they don’t need to speedy or stateof-the-art — the group thinks it can save $1,500 off each computer.
One challenges associated with the thin-client infrastructure is that the system works a lot better with
Windows than Linux. But Athena machines run Linux systems. It will take some time to determine which
system — Athena VMware or Windows VMware — works better.

Looking at cost, efficiency, and sustainability
Data from the initial working group recommendations showed that about 20 percent of the paper printed
at the high-traffic W20 Athena cluster is never used. The hold-and-release model will not only save paper,
but also reduce wear-and-tear on machines and save toner.
Athena printers use only about 60 percent of the paper purchased for them; the rest disappears. The
hope is that number will decrease because the printing budget for dorm and campus printers has been
unified.
Regarding cost-effectiveness of the current system, Oliver Thomas, of IS&T, said, “that the hope is that we
will break even this year due to input costs of licensing for Pharos, etc. The nice thing about Pharos is that
it helps us implement policies and look for patterns that we might be able to do something about. We hope
that this system will help us to better allocate our resources to tailor to student needs.”

Future timeline
Over IAP, if all goes well, the printers in all Athena clusters will switch to hold-and-release, and scanners
will be added to some locations.
In the next couple of weeks, there will be a strong push for student feedback on the existing pilot programs. IS&T and the UA hope to put forth more programs that address different configurations in multiple
contexts (because dorm printers have different needs than central campus printers). The goal is that by the
beginning of summer, all Athena printers will have the Pharos component added to them.
The second phase of improvements will look into location placement of Athena clusters and quick-stations. It is still under discussion, and the working group hopes to optimize infrastructure and student needs.
The introduction of team-spaces adjacent to Athena clusters and spaces conducive to more professor-student interaction are central.
Thomas believes that this phase will require significant input from both students and faculty. “We want
a combination of broad-base input from students and some deep participation from students. More faculty
participation is always helpful but it is difficult to get their help because their availability is so scarce. We’d
ideally like to use their input to conduct experiments to see how we can best maximize our resources.”
“Ultimately,” he said, “the renovation of the Athena printing system is a work in progress.”

— Divya Srinivasan

Marking the 151st Anniversary of the Publication of
Darwin’s “On the Origin of Species”

Darwin and the Debate
over Human Origins
Friday, Nov. 19, 2010, 7:30 p.m.
The Broad Institute Auditorium
Main St. at Ames St., Kendall Square
Apes in Our Family Tree
Prof. Janet Browne
Department of the History of Science
Harvard University

Evidence for Gene Flow
from Neanderthals into Modern Humans
Jordan T. Moldow

The Athena Working group hopes that by using a “hold-and-release
system,” printing waste will be minimized. Right now, as much as 20
percent of printed pages are never collected.

Prof. David Reich
Department of Genetics
Harvard Medical School

Inherited Disease and Human Evolution

We get you the tickets.
You get us the review.

ARTS at

events • movies • theater • concerts
music • books • restaurants • interviews
join@the-tech.mit.edu

Prof. David Housman
MIT Center for Cancer Research

The Continuing Controversy over Teaching
Evolution
Prof. John Durant,
Director, MIT Museum

For more information please visit:

http://www.darwinbicentennial.org
Free and open to the community.
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Dell hid a plague of Gehry helps out in Chicago
Fortunately, it’s not like the furniture is going to leak
faulty capacitors,
documents reveal
By Fred A. Bernstein
The New York Times

By Ashlee Vance
The New York Times

SAN FRANCISCO — Documents
unsealed Thursday in a three-yearold lawsuit against Dell Inc. have
raised more questions about how the
company handled an unprecedented number of faulty computers sold
to governments, schools and corporations from 2003 to 2005.
A judge in the U.S. District Court
in North Carolina unsealed hundreds
of documents linked to a lawsuit filed
by Advanced Internet Technologies
that had accused Dell of trying to
hide defects in its desktop computers from customers.
For instance, the court documents show that the City of New York
filed incident reports with Dell on
20.2 percent of a batch of 5,000 computers purchased during this period.
A purchase of 2,800 computers by
Microsoft resulted in issues with 11
percent of the machines; General
Electric Co., William W. Backus Hospital, Denison University and the
Montana Justice Department were
among dozens of other organizations
that experienced similar results.
The documents also show how
Dell had resisted informing many
of its customers about the extent of
the problem. Despite widespread reports from the field, Dell salespeople
and technicians were encouraged to
keep customers in the dark about the
known defects that left computers
inoperable.
As it tried to deal with the mounting issues, Dell began ranking customers by importance, putting first
those who might move their accounts to another PC maker, followed by those who might curtail
sales and giving the lowest priority
to those who were bothered but still
willing to stick with Dell. The company declined to recall the systems
and did what it called “proactive
field replacements” for customers
that met certain sales and failure
rate thresholds. In September, Dell
settled the lawsuit with Advanced Internet Technologies without disclosing the terms of the agreement. The
New York Times sought access to the
documents that had remained under
seal.
The issues with the computers
revolved around the capacitors that
dot computer motherboards. A typical Dell computer could have up to
20 of these capacitors, which cost
a fraction of a penny each and help
regulate electrical operations of the
machines.
Earlier this decade, capacitors
made in Asia with a bad chemical
recipe were sold to numerous makers of televisions, PCs and other electronic devices. The capacitors would
bulge when they became too hot and
cause devices to malfunction or stop
working altogether.
Dell, Hewlett-Packard Co. and
Apple Inc. and others were aware of
these issues and tried to pull faulty
computers from the market and to
fix the computers. Even while keeping an eye on the problem, though,
Dell continued to receive faulty capacitors from suppliers.
It waged a three-year battle to
identify the troublesome components. Studies conducted by Dell
and a third party showed that the
company shipped 11.8 million
computers from May of 2003 to July
2005 that were at risk of breaking.
What shocked customers and
Dell most was the rate at which the
computers failed.

LEGAL COUNSEL

MIT students, family, employers and
start-ups seeking U.S. legal counsel,
campus or office consultation. Call:

James Dennis Leary, Esq.
321-544-0012

For example, the unsealed court
documents included a Dell study
from 2004 in which the component
issues charged past the company’s
initial forecasts. In June of that year,
Dell expected that a minimum of 12
percent of its SX270 Optiplex computers would result in incident reports from customers over a period
of three years. By September, Dell
raised the minimum incident report
forecast to 45 percent and noted it
could run as high as 97 percent.
The same Dell study covered issues with the GX270 computer and
noted that the company planned
to help customers who had bought
more than 50 computers and who
had at least 5 percent of those systems fail. Other customers fell into
the “fix on fail” category, meaning
they would need to report issues to
Dell after their computers had broken, the documents show.
Internal Dell presentations from
this time and later about the capacitor problems suggested that employees “Don’t bring this to customer’s
attention proactively” and “emphasize uncertainty.”
Dell also provided a type of question and answer sheet to employees,
which included this exchange: “Why
has Dell not taken a more proactive
approach to rectifying the issue? Our
approach to this issue delivers the
best customer experience because it
minimizes disruption.”
In 2005, Dell took a $300 million
charge tied to the cost of fixing or replacing troubled computers.
In regard to the Dell internal
studies, David Frink, a company
spokesman said, “The percentages
were theoretical maximums and significantly exceeded the actual failure
rates. That said, Dell actively investigated failures, we fixed on fail computers that suffered a capacitor issue
and we extended the warranties on
all the possibly affected motherboards.”
Dell said it replaced motherboards on 22 percent of the 21 million Optiplex computers it shipped
between 2003 and 2005.
“This was an industrywide issue and to our knowledge no other
manufacturer issued a recall either,”
Frink said.
Dell officials have characterized
the Optiplex problems as an old issue and noted that the company has
since improved its systems for handling these types of problems.
The Dell presentations that instructed employees on how to respond to customer questions around
the faulty computers included reassurances that no data loss would occur when a PC failed.
The court documents, however,
depicted customers complaining of
data loss issues.
“Are we just going to continue to go
through the typical support channels
to have the motherboards replaced
when they fail … or will we have a
final resolution to this never-ending
stagnation of Dell’s reluctance/reticence/red tape?,” wrote Mark O’Dell,
an employee with Choice Hotels, in
an e-mail to Dell. “When will Dell
actually take care of the problem and
fix our system failures?”

It’s not every day that Frank
Gehry designs lobby furniture for
an office building.
But Gehry made an exception
for the Inland Steel Building, a Chicago landmark, because he owns a
part of it.
The story of how the architect
became an accidental real estate
developer began in the early 1960s,
when Gehry (who grew up in Toronto) first encountered the Inland
Steel Building. Designed by Walter Netsch and Bruce Graham of
Skidmore, Owings & Merrill, it was
completed in 1958. Gehry said he
admired their decision to clad the
building in steel without hiding that
material’s imperfections.
Nearly half a century later, at a
party, Gehry found himself talking
to a retired real estate developer,
Perry Herst Jr., about their shared
love for the building. Rumors were
going around that the building was
falling apart, and that its current
owner — St. Paul Travelers Cos. —

was looking to sell it.
After a couple of vodkas, Gehry
recalled, he urged Herst, the former chairman of the Tishman
West Cos., to put together a group
of investors to rescue the building.
Herst got in touch with his cousin
Alfred D’Ancona, a Chicago investor, who then reached out to Harvey Camins, the chief executive of
Camins Tomasz Kritt, a real estate
brokerage.
Camins then phoned St. Paul
Travelers. “St. Paul had no desire to
sell the building, which,” he added,
“was not in disrepair.”
But that changed, he said,
“when I mentioned Frank’s name.”
A few months later, he said, Gehry
flew to Chicago. They were joined
by the St. Paul people, and had “a
nice little meeting” at which Gehry
talked about wanting to preserve
the building. “It was critical that
Frank was involved,” he said. “That
really helped solidify the deal.”
In 2005, a partnership led by
Camins and D’Ancona paid $44.5
million for the building and gave
Gehry a 2.5 percent stake.

“He didn’t have to write a check,”
Camins said. “We made him a partner because he brought the deal to
us.”
But if the deal was lucrative for
Gehry, it also led to disappointment. Instead of bringing in Skidmore, Owings & Merrill to update
the entire building, as Gehry had
proposed, the Camins group began
a piecemeal renovation. Gehry said
he believed the superficial changes
made the building — and him —
look bad.
“I complained. I was nasty to
them,” Gehry said. Camins said:
“Frank was not happy, and rightfully so. None of us was happy.”
He added: “We started the renovation work; we did some of the
bathrooms and updated the lobby.
But when the market softened and
we couldn’t get the rent we needed,
the renovation plan got put on hold.
There was only so much we could
do.”
“When the lobby is completed,
Cohen said, ”It will still be SOM’s
Inland Steel — but Frank will be
there.“

Sarang Kulkarni—The Tech

Peter Thiel, co-founder of PayPal, speaks at the MIT Enterprise Forum of Cambridge this past Tuesday. He announced the program “Twenty under Twenty” which would fund twenty people under twenty years old for two years, allowing them to pursue entrepreneurial goals.
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from page 7
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Turner K. Bohlen
7 3 8 9 1
Stephen Giandomenico ’11 is thrust to the front of the stage during Dramashop’s production of
5 7 9 1 2
Too Much Light Makes the Baby Go Blind. The show features 30 short two minute play, appearing
today at 8 p.m. and tomorrow at 10 p.m. in Kresge Little Theater. Admission is $1 times the number of
6 1 5 7 3
the roll of a die.
3 9 4 6 8
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Column

As players swap in and
out, teams lose integrity
Some player shuffling is fine, but too much
and teams start to look interchangeable too
By Nidharshan Anandasivam
With so many players leaving their former teams due to free agency and trading
between teams today in professional sports,
teams are losing their integrity — the maintenance of the key players that form the essence of the team over a period of time.
A team which no longer has its star player is no longer the same team since the cornerstone of the team is lost; the team that
acquires the player loses its integrity as well.
By changing the essence of what makes
a team, “player shuffling” (any change of
players between teams resulting from trading or free agency) destroys the team integrity inherent in professional sports.
Let’s take, for example, the NFL’s Philadelphia Eagles. For the past decade, Eagles
fans all over the country have been swayed
by the play (or lack of play) of their former star quarterback Donovan McNabb.
McNabb’s late-drive heroics, especially in
clutch situations and postseason games,
have earned him the admiration of his
many fans.

The Eagles say they
traded McNabb to
improve their future
prospects, it left a
gaping hole in their fans’
conceptions of the team.
For diehard Eagles fans, McNabb’s performance on any given Sunday dictated
their mood during the following week. But
now, however, McNabb is irrelevant to the
Eagles and their fans. Why? Because he’s
been traded. On April 4, 2010, the Eagles
shipped their franchise quarterback to their
division rivals, the Washington Redskins,
for a second round draft pick.
Although the Eagles say this move was
made in an attempt to improve their future
prospects, it left a gaping hole in their fans’
conceptions of the team. After all, Eagles
fans care much more about their franchise
player than a prospect who might have some
potential years down the line. This makes
the trade nothing less than ridiculous from
the fan’s perspective. In past years, rooting
for the Eagles was synonymous with cheering for McNabb. Now, fans must pick one or
the other — a difficult decision.
A hardcore Eagles fan cannot, and will
not, adapt to this emotional divorce. If Eagles fans were asked a year ago why they
chose to support their team, the answer was
inevitably “McNabb.” The concept of the
Eagles team and Donovan McNabb were
somehow intricately linked. For example,
whenever fans talked about the Eagles’
chances of making the playoffs, one would
always refer to the health and performance
of their star quarterback.
But now, with McNabb gone, Eagles
fans have to search for reasons to like the
team. Any questioning of a fan’s reasons
to support the team would likely result in a
thoughtful silence!
From this example, it is apparent that

the Eagles are no longer the same because
of this trade. Fans who supported the Eagles
because of McNabb’s presence have to either find new reasons to like the team or
just drop their support. The consequences
of this loss of team integrity are unbearably difficult to cope with, especially for the
keenest of fans.
Other recent notable player shufflings
of franchise cornerstones include LeBron
James waving goodbye to Cleveland to join
Dwyane Wade in Miami, Shaquille O’Neal
leaving Los Angeles for Miami, then going
to Phoenix and Boston, Alex Rodriguez departing the Rangers to play for the Yankees,
Kevin Garnett and Ray Allen leaving Minnesota and Seattle, respectively, to join the
Celtics, and Brett Favre leaving his beloved
Packers to spend his remaining years with
NFC North division rival Vikings. The list
goes on and on.
It is true that some of this player shuffling is caused by the players’ choices (free
agency) rather than the teams’ choices
(trading). However, both of these contribute to the loss of the integrity of the teams.
As much as players (like LeBron James)
and teams (like the Eagles) try to vindicate
“player shuffling,” this is a betrayal of fans
from the players and teams.
Certainly, the shuffling of players is a
part of the business framework in professional sports. Trading can always be justified by the teams for the reason that management is always looking for the best
circumstances to put the team in a winning
position. Free agency can always be justified by the players since they are looking
after their individual pursuits, whether it
be winning, making money, or enjoying the
team camaraderie.
But despite these justifications, player
shuffling presents the classic case of money
taking precedence over loyalty. The desires
of the teams and players are important, but
these should not be as important as the
team’s loyalty to its fans, who contribute
to their success and make them such spectacles. As long as money overrides team integrity, player shuffling will continue.
It can be argued that teams acquire free
agents and trade in order to perform better,
win more, and ultimately attract more fans
and gain their loyalty. For example, this
seems to be the mantra of the Yankees, who
use their money to do exactly this. However,
when a high-payroll team like the Yankees
lures another team’s star to the Bronx with
cash, although New York fans may be satisfied, the fans of the other team lose more
than Yankees fans gain. Overall, baseball’s
fan base is worse off than before.
Player shuffling will always be part of
sports; fans just have to learn to deal with
this lack of team loyalty and integrity that
result when players enter and leave teams.
It is an integral component of the business
aspect of the professional sports of our day.
However, this does not justify that player
shuffling is a valid practice. Whether it is
or isn’t valid is another matter, but we do
know is that player shuffling is a practice
that dissolves team integrity, separating
fans from the teams they love (or used to
love).

Minh Phan

Arni A. Lehto ’12 (20) tries to drive in against an Emmanuel College defender in
the men’s basketball season opener on Tuesday. MIT won 91-61.

Men’s basketball starts
season with 91-61 win
Seizing the lead in the first 5 minutes, MIT
never looked back in game vs. Emmanuel
By Greg McKeever
daper Staff

Noel Hollingsworth ’12 had 18 points
as the MIT men’s basketball team opened
its 2010-11 campaign with a convincing
91-61 win over Emmanuel
College on Tuesday night
in Rockwell Cage. Mitchell
H. Kates ’13 and James D.
“Jamie” Karraker ’12 each
chipped in with 17 points
for the Engineers, who debuted at No. 15 in the national preseason
rankings.
The Cardinal and Gray jumped out to
a quick lead, scoring the game’s first six
points and taking a 12-4 lead just over five
minutes in, prompting a pair of timeouts
by the visitors. Emmanuel pulled back
within three, but MIT quickly responded
with a 14-2 run over the next 3:41 to open
up a 15-point advantage. Eric Zuk capped
the run with a tremendous hustle play,
stealing the ball at midcourt, grabbing a
rebound at the offensive end and find-

ing Kates for a driving score. Kates scored
nine of Tech’s 14 points during the spurt.
MIT continued to pull away late in
the half and into the second stanza, with
the lead growing to as many as 34 at one
point. The Engineers had a 19-7 stretch
to end the half that was punctuated with
a three-pointer from Karraker, one of his
four on the night.
Neither squad was immune to early
season mental lapses, as the teams combined to commit 59 fouls and turn the ball
over 54 times. MIT was able to capitalize
on the Emmanuel miscues, scoring 35 of
its 91 points off of turnovers.
Hollingsworth added five rebounds
and two blocks while Kates had six assists.
William F. Dickson ’14 scored eight points
to go along with seven rebounds, four assists and two blocks in his debut. William
Tashman ’13 also contributed eight points
and seven boards, to help the Cardinal
and Gray to a 51-36 edge on the glass.
MIT will take to the road for its next
game, traveling to Framingham State on
Saturday, November 20 for a 1 p.m. contest.

Upcoming Home Events
Saturday, November 20
Men’s and Women’s Fencing - NE Fencing
Conference No. 1
Men’s Crew - Foor of the Charles
Squash vs. Bates College

9 a.m., DuPont Gym
9 a.m., Charles River
10 a.m., Z-Center Courts

Men’s and Women’s swimming and diving
vs. Babson College

1 p.m., Z-Center Pool

Men’s and Women’s swimming and diving
vs. Bowdoin College

1 p.m., Z-Center Pool

Squash vs. Connecticut College

2 p.m., Z-Center Courts

Sunday, November 21
Squash vs. Wesleyan University

11:30 a.m., Z-Center Courts

