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At the Rally to Restore Sanity and/or Fear on the Mall on Saturday, comedians Jon Stewart and Stephen Colbert showed up with a semi-serious message promoting political moderation. As visitors flooded
the nation’s capital, wacky characters and witty signage were in abundance.

Reporter’s notebook

Restoring sanity, with a chuckle
A strange rally, but the people and message were heartening
By Steve Howland
Staff Reporter

They were the nicest 200,000
people I had ever met.
If you weren’t in Washington
at the Rally to Restore Sanity and/
or Fear on Saturday, you probably
saw pictures of the funny signs and
the interviews with the random
people. And you definitely could
see and hear better than a lot of
us. And maybe you took Jon Stew-

art’s message of “taking it down a
notch” to heart and were able to
walk away from your computer
or television smiling because you
didn’t have to spend your whole
weekend traveling to be there in
person. But as for me, I’m really
glad I was a part of the masses.
I can’t express how thrilled I
was to see all these everyday Americans surrounding me — from the
group of senior citizens across the
aisle from me on the flight to the

packed Metro car that willingly
squeezed together — all headed
to the rally. As we got closer to
the National Mall, I kept thinking,
“This is it. This is exactly what we
needed.” Even in the mob of the
rally itself, people weren’t pushing
to get a better view; everyone was
light-hearted, kind, and accommodating.
Nobody knew what to expect
Rally, Page 15

Flynn welcomes student opinions
New UA and ASA adviser sees year of ‘listening and learning’ ahead
By Jessica Fujimori
Leah Flynn, the new Assistant
Dean and Director for Student
Leadership and Engagement
Programs, began work last week,
planning for a year of “listening
and learning.”
Though she did not yet have a
concrete plan for her goals in her
new position, Flynn said an open
relationship with students is a
crucial part of an administration.
“I definitely have an opendoor policy and I want students
to come see me; I rely on students
showing me the ropes around
here,” Flynn said. Her new role
will include advising the ASA and
UA, taking on leadership initiatives, and overseeing the Student
Activities Office (SAO).
Flynn has spent much of the
week getting to know the staff
and students at MIT. As a guest

To Vote or not
to vote
Keith Yost says voting
is irrational. Ryan
Normandin says you
should all do it anyway.
OPN, p. 5

speaker at the UA Senate meeting
Monday, Flynn voiced her intent
to “sit back and learn how things
work around here” before moving
to make changes.
“At SUNY, it took me a while to
learn the culture and establish relationships with the students,” said
Flynn, who previously worked at
the SUNY College of Environmental Science and Forestry. “I didn’t
come in just expecting them to
respect me because I was an administrator, and I have the same
philosophy coming to MIT.”
Flynn’s words resonated with
some, in the wake of controversy
over the transparency of decisions about MIT dining. After
Flynn spoke at the UA meeting,
Housing Chair Daniel D. Hawkins
’12 asked Flynn about the phrase
“student engagement” in her title.
Flynn, Page 13

Sam Range—The Tech

New Assistant Dean Leah Flynn speaks at the UA Senate
meeting yesterday. Flynn will
coordinate Student Involvement
and Leadership, and will meet
weekly with UA President and
Vice President Vrajesh Y. Modi
‘11 and Sammi G. Wyman ‘11 to
hear the concerns of the student
body.

Survey Says...

The results are in
Students are mostly liberal, except
in Course 22, 16 and McCormick
By Ethan Solomon
Opinion Editor

The economy. Health care reform. Iran’s nuclear program. Issues
like these will determine the outcome of today’s midterm elections,
when Americans across the country
will vote for 37 Senators, 36 governors, and all 435 members of the
House of Representatives. At stake
are the Democrats’ control over
both houses of Congress, and consequently, the direction of Barack
Obama’s presidency for at least the
next two years. With the increasing
importance of science-related policy
in America, and its relevance to MIT,
The Tech wanted to know where MIT
students stand on the important political issues of the day.
We surveyed graduate and undergraduate students on issues
ranging from embryonic stem cell
research to global warming. We
asked them to tell us how they saw
themselves politically, and what
they thought would happen in the
polls today. Out of the 11,118 students we contacted, 2,154 completed our web survey — nearly 20
percent of the entire student population at MIT. We looked at the po-
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litical leanings of different groups
across campus and compared MIT
students to other young adults
across the country, and Americans
at large.
We’re proud to present to you
the results and our analysis of our
political survey this Election Day.
As MIT students, we play an important role in the direction of this
country — we think this survey can
reveal to America what that direction may be.

At MIT, single-issue clubs thrive where
College Dems and Republicans withered
By Pearle Lipinski
features editor

Where are MIT’s Campus Republicans and Campus Democrats? Two
well-known groups are missing from
MIT’s tremendous
array of campus orINSIDE
ganizations, politiSo what
cal or otherwise —
issues are
College Democrats
and College Repubstudents
licans. Both orgapassionate
nizations founded
about? p. 7
chapters in the late
1990s, but in only
a little over a decade later, both are
defunct. The website for MIT Col-

In Short
The Supreme Court said it would
hear Stanford v. Roche, the technology transfer case that MIT filed a brief
in. Roche had argued against the court
taking the case, so this is a small victory for Stanford and its peers.
Register to give bone marrow and

Steal My Comic

Two arguments about embryos, life and
where to draw the line. OPN, p. 5, 6

On the consequences of
youthful rebellion.
FUN, p. 10

The US needs a new approach to
diplomacy with Iran. OPN, p. 6

Net Liberal
Moderate

Where are all the political
student groups on campus?

Embryos have a right to life

Looking into Iran’s Future

MIT political leaning

lege Democrats carries a copyright
of 2004, and the listed co-presidents
of the club graduated in 2007. MIT
College Republicans’ website has
suffered a similar fate, last updated
in February 2003.
It is clear that MIT students have
opinions, so why can’t these groups
thrive?
“It has something to do with the
culture,” said Charles B. Barr ’13,
who, along with several other undergraduate and graduate students,
attempted to re-start MIT College
Democrats last year. “MIT students
are interested in politics but don’t
Political clubs, Page 7

save a life. Sloan is sponsoring a drive
in E62 midday next week Tuesday as
Diana P. Aude ’10 seeks a donor to save
her mother, who has acute leukemia.
Vote today. Polls are open 7 a.m. to 8
p.m. in Boston and Cambridge.
Send news information and tips to
news@tech.mit.edu.

Women’s Vball
reaches 20 wins
The squad enters
postseason play next
week, seeded fourth
in the NEWMAC
tournament. SPO, p. 16
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By Vince Agard
STAFF METEorologist

A vast high pressure
system will take hold
of the northeast United
States for the first half of
this week, resulting in
calm, sunny conditions
for our area. In fact, there
will likely not be a cloud in
the sky today, as the high
pressure system slowly
approaches from our west.
However, the same system
is currently causing cold

The Tea Party
An analysis by The New York
Times last month found that 138
candidates for the House and Senate claimed support from the Tea
Party movement, and dozens of
them could find themselves part
of a congressional Tea Party caucus Wednesday and in a position to
exert substantial influence on the
Republican Party.
But assessing the movement’s
success will not be a simple numbers game. If big-name Tea Party
favorites lose to Democrats in places like Alaska, Colorado, Delaware
or Nevada, the Republican Party
could be left with a decidedly mixed
impression of the movement and a
renewed debate over whether Tea
Party fervor made it harder — not
easier — for Republicans to seize
control of the Senate.
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ers on the two devices to ignite explosions where they would cause the
greatest damage.
The September shipments were
first reported by ABC News on
Monday night, which also noted
that Inspire, the English-language
magazine of al-Qaida in the Arabian
Peninsula, recently published a picture of the Chicago skyline.
One of the officials said that
when the American intelligence
agents received a tip from Saudi
intelligence officials last week that
bombs might be on cargo flights to
Chicago from Yemen, analysts “recalled the incident and factored it
in to our government’s very prompt
response.”
“Both events reflect solid intelligence work,” the official said.
On Monday, Germany, France
and Britain said they had banned
cargo shipments from Yemen, following a similar move by the United
States.
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air to be advected from
our north, meaning temperatures will likely not
break 50°F for the next two
days.
For the second half
of the week, our weather
will likely be impacted by
a storm system forecast to
develop and move up the
Atlantic coast. While the
track and intensity of this
storm are still unknown,
it could bring rainfall as it
passes our area on Thursday and Friday.
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WASHINGTON — American intelligence officials in September intercepted several packages containing books, papers, CDs and other
household items shipped to Chicago
from Yemen and considered the possibility that the parcels might have
been a test run for a terrorist attack,
two officials said Monday night.
Now the intelligence officials
believe that the shipments, whose
hour-by-hour locations could be
tracked by the sender on the shippers’ websites, may have been used
to plan the route and timing for two
printer cartridges packed with explosives that were sent from Yemen
and intercepted in Britain and Dubai
on Friday.
In September, after U.S. counterterrorism agencies received information linking the packages to al-
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Calm, then rain on Fri.

Qaida in the Arabian Peninsula, the
terror network’s branch in Yemen,
intelligence officers stopped the
shipments in transit and searched
them, said the officials, who would
discuss the operation only on the
condition of anonymity. They found
no explosives, and the packages
were permitted to continue to what
appeared to be “random addresses”
with no connection to the terrorist
group in Chicago.
“At the time, people obviously
took notice and – knowing of the
terrorist group’s interest in aviation
— considered the possibility that
AQAP might be exploring the logistics of the cargo system,” one of the
officials said, referring to al-Qaida in
the Arabian Peninsula.
The apparent test run might have
permitted the plotters to estimate
when cargo planes carrying the doctored toner cartridges would be over
Chicago or another city. That would
conceivably enable them to set tim-

The New York Times

W

Weather

Polls close in Kentucky first, at
6 p.m. Eastern time, so look to the
races there for an early clue to how
the evening is going. In the state’s
Senate race, Rand Paul, the Republican and a Tea Party favorite, has
been pulling ahead of Jack Conway,
the Democrat. Also watch Rep. Ben
Chandler, a Democrat who won re-

By Scott Shane
and Robert F. Worth
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Lockheed Martin’s F-35 Joint Strike Fighter, the nation’s most
expensive arms program, could face additional costs and delays
beyond those that prompted the Pentagon to overhaul the effort
earlier this year, an industry consultant said Monday.
Loren B. Thompson, who advises Lockheed Martin and other
contractors, said some Pentagon officials believed that more flight
tests would be needed, especially on one version of the plane that
recently had suffered from parts failures.
More money and engineers will also be needed to finish the
millions of lines of software programs that would control the
radar-evading plane and its weapons, Thompson said in an interview.
The possible delays were first reported by Bloomberg on Monday. It said projections based on preliminary test data indicated
that development of the planes could cost as much as $5 billion
more than previously estimated. That comes on top of a $2.8 billion increase in the spring, which brought the total for development alone to $50 billion.
—Christopher Drew, The New York Times

Early decisions

election easily in 2006 and 2008, but
is fighting to survive in Kentucky’s
6th Congressional District.
“If there is a dramatic falloff,
Democrats are cooked,” Gov. Edward G. Rendell of Pennsylvania, a
Democrat said.

Early packages shipped to U.S.
were viewed as dry run by al-Qaida

0°

Lockheed Martin’s F-35 could
face additional costs

WASHINGTON — Even for a nation that is, by now, used to drinking in political news through a fire
hose, election night Tuesday could
be a difficult one to absorb.
More than 500 House, Senate
and governor’s races will be decided, if not by the end of the night,
then over the course of the nailbiting days ahead as write-in ballots are counted and recounts are
requested.
Beyond the individual results,
the nation will be looking at the
returns for answers to bigger questions: Was this election about
President Barack Obama? How
powerful a phenomenon is the Tea
Party movement? How will the new
Congress address the still-weak
economy? What will it mean for
the crop of likely 2012 Republican
presidential candidates? Did anonymous campaign money sway the
outcome?
Democrats made their lastminute appeals Monday. Michelle
Obama headed to Las Vegas and

W

In Waco, Texas, $350 will usually buy 30 seconds of advertising
time on a local evening newscast. But not this week.
In a scene being repeated in markets across the country, the
Democratic congressman who represents Waco and the surrounding region, Chet Edwards, has been fighting off a potent
Republican challenger, Bill Flores, ahead of Tuesday’s midterm
elections.
The beneficiaries are the local stations that have been inundated by campaign attack ads.
“It’s swamped us,” said Phil Hurley of KCEN, the NBC affiliate
in Waco, which has been charging closer to $500 for a 30-second
spot on the 10 p.m. news.
There has been a nationwide surge in TV ad spending for the
midterms, which one group projects could top out at $3 billion
this year, up from $2.7 billion in 2008. The victims, so to speak, are
the local businesses whose ads are drowned out by the political
din and the viewers who quickly tire of seeing the same attack ads
over and over.
Rather than being squashed between attack ads, Tariq Sekander, the sales manager at Waco Hyundai, decided to keep the
dealership’s ad spending at a minimum in the weeks leading up
to the election. He usually spends $13,000 to $15,000 a month.
—Brian Stelter, The New York Times

Philadelphia as Vice President Joe
Biden traveled to Vermont and former President Bill Clinton raced
up and down the East Coast. Barack Obama hunkered down in
the White House, conducting a few
radio interviews and bracing for a
rebuke that most pundits predict
could be historic in its breadth.
On the eve of an election that
could make him speaker of the
House, Rep. John A. Boehner of
Ohio, the minority leader, rallied
Republicans in Cincinnati, praising
as “patriots” the voters who have
the “audacity to speak up in defense
of freedom, the Constitution and
the values of limited government,”
according to excerpts released by
his office.

The New york Times
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For some local TV stations, a
gold mine in attack ads

By Michael D. Shear
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A federal appeals court will allow the military to continue
enforcing the law restricting the service of openly gay men and
women in the military while a lower court decision that struck the
law down as unconstitutional is being appealed.
A federal judge in California, Virginia A. Phillips, ruled Sept.
9 that the “don’t ask, don’t tell” law violated the equal protection
and First Amendment rights of service members and wrote that
it had a “direct and deleterious effect” on the armed services. On
Oct. 12, she ordered the military to stop enforcing the law nationwide.
The Defense Department asked the U.S. Court of Appeals
for the 9th Circuit to allow the status quo to continue as the case
made its way through the courts. It has narrowed its own process
for dismissing openly gay people under the policy.
Last month, a three-judge panel of the 9th Circuit granted a
temporary stay of Phillips’ ruling; yesterday it extended the stay.
—John Schwartz, The New York Times

Tonight’s excitement: races to
watch for signs of political trends

12

Military policy on gays to
stand, pending appeal
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By Peter Schworm
The Boston Globe

Packing several drinks’ worth of
alcohol and a jolt of caffeine into
a single container, Four Loko is a
potent and increasingly popular
brew, known on college campuses
as “blackout in a can.’’
Following high-profile cases in
which college students in Washington and New Jersey were hospitalized after drinking the malt beverage at parties, administrators at
schools across the region, including Harvard, Northeastern, and
Boston College, are warning that
Four Loko’s heady combination of
alcohol and caffeine poses serious
risks.
“It is a dangerous concoction,’’
Thomas Nary, director of university
health services at Boston College,
wrote in a letter to students last
week that urged them to abstain.
Four Loko is the latest in a wave
of alcoholic energy drinks that have
alarmed campus officials, who say
the blend of sweet taste and high
alcohol content encourages binge
drinking and causes some students

to become dangerously drunk
without realizing it.
The company that manufactures Four Loko, Phusion Projects, says its drink is safe, with an
alcohol content on par with some
premium beers and about as much
caffeine as a large cup of coffee. It
says there is nothing inherently
dangerous in the combination of
alcohol and caffeine, pointing to
drinks like Irish coffee and rum
and cola that have been consumed
for years.
But some health officials, particularly at college campuses, say
the drink, with its bright-colored
23-ounce cans, fruit flavors, and
low cost, appears to be aimed at a
young audience and that its alcoholic potency and growing prominence over the past two years make
it especially pernicious.
Mixing alcohol and caffeine can
be dangerous, the officials said,
because caffeine masks the alcohol’s effects, giving drinkers a false
sense of sobriety.
“It can cause you to become a
‘wide-awake drunk,’’’ said Madeleine Estabrook, executive director

of university health and counseling services at Northeastern University. “You mistakenly conclude
you can perform potentially dangerous tasks, like driving or crossing a busy road.’’
With complaints nationwide
that the drink is packaged to appeal to underage drinkers, Attorney
General Martha Coakley’s office
said Monday that it was looking
into whether the company’s marketing is improper.
The Food and Drug Administration is reviewing whether the
beverages are safe, telling some 30
manufacturers of caffeinated alcohol beverages last November that
the increasing popularity of the
drinks “necessitates that we look
seriously at the scientific evidence
as soon as possible.’’
The FDA has not approved caffeine use for any level in alcoholic
beverages and has concerns about
their safety, a spokesman for the
agency said Monday. Under public pressure, large brewers such as
Anheuser-Busch and Miller discontinued caffeinated alcoholic
beverages, the FDA said.

Decision on Boston Councilman
Chuck Turner won’t be rushed
By Andrew Ryan
The Boston Globe

Boston’s City Council will wait a
month before it decides the fate of
Chuck Turner, the six-term councilor convicted Friday of accepting
a $1,000 bribe in his district office
from an FBI informant.
The council will hold a hearing
and take a final vote Dec. 1, waiting
until after a special election to fill
an empty seat. The council’s president, Michael P. Ross, said Monday
that members have not determined
whether Turner will face expulsion
or another disciplinary action.
“This is a serous matter and we
are taking serious action by moving forward with this meeting,’’ Ross
said. “I think we are moving very
quickly here, but I also think we are
moving deliberately.’’
Turner had asked Ross to postpone the hearing until after his
sentencing on Jan. 25, in the hope
that he receives only probation and
could complete his term, which

runs through 2011. If US District
Court Judge Douglas P. Woodlock
sends Turner to prison, state law
would force him out of office when
he is sentenced.
After Turner’s arrest, the council
adopted a rule in January 2009 that
requires a hearing when a member
is convicted of a felony related to the
councilor’s official duties. Turner
voted in favor of the rule, which
requires a two-thirds vote, or nine
members, for action. The rule, however, does not specify a punishment,
which means the council must decide whether Turner should face expulsion, censure, or something else.
Turner said Monday that although he voted for the rule that
could lead to his expulsion, he may
challenge its validity.
“Questions have been raised
about whether the council rule is
even legal,’’ Turner said. “Lawyers
are looking at it.’’
Council members were not
willing to respond on the record
Monday to questions about what

should be done with Turner. When
approached by a reporter at City
Hall, Councilor at Large Stephen
J. Murphy held up his palms. “No
comment,’’ Murphy said.
Ross also deferred comment, but
said he planned to make a recommendation to his colleagues at the
hearing. “You’ll know exactly my
position, as well as the position of
my colleagues, on Dec. 1,’’ he said.
Councilor Charles C. Yancey attended a rally for Turner on Saturday outside his district office and
asked a crowd of about 200 people
“why was the FBI so hell-bent on
destroying one of our strongest
leaders?’’
Yancey did not respond Monday
to several messages seeking comment.
Turner came to work Monday at
his City Hall office and vowed not to
appeal his conviction for attempted
extortion and three counts of lying to federal agents. The extortion
count alone carries a maximum
sentence of 20 years in prison.

Attack on a Baghdad church
strikes the country’s soul
By Anthony Shadid
The New York Times

BAGHDAD — Blood still
smeared the walls of Our Lady
of Salvation Church on Monday.
Scraps of flesh remained between
the pews. It was the worst massacre of Iraqi Christians since the war
began here in 2003. But for survivors, the tragedy went deeper than
the toll of the human wreckage: A
fusillade of grenades, bullets and
suicide vests had unraveled yet another thread of the country’s once
eclectic fabric.
“We’ve lost part of our soul
now,” said Rudy Khalid, a 16-yearold Christian who lived across the
street. He shook his head.
“Our destiny,” Khalid said, “no
one knows what to say of it.”
The massacre, in which 58
people were killed by an affiliate
of al-Qaida, paled before the worst
spectacles of violence in Iraq. Since
the U.S. invasion, tens of thousands

have died here – Sunni and Shiite
Muslims – and few of the deaths
generated the outrage expressed
Monday. Iraq was once a remarkable melange of beliefs, customs
and traditions; the killings Sunday
drew another border in a nation defined more by war, occupation and
deprivation. Identities have hardened; diversity has faded. Nearly
all of Iraq’s Jews left long ago, many
harassed by a xenophobic government. Iraq’s Christians have dwindled; once numbering anywhere
between 800,000 and 1.4 million, at
least half are thought to have emigrated since 2003, their leaders say.
“They came to kill Iraq, not Iraqis,” said Bassam Sami, who huddled
in a room for four hours before security forces managed to free him.
“They came to kill the spirit of Iraq.
They came to kill the reason to live,
every dream that you want to make
true.”
Down the street was Khalid, as
upset as he was anxious at a country

that seemed to grasp at the mirage
of normalcy, fleeting as it might be,
only to turn away in disgust at the
resilience of violence.
“No one has any answers for us,”
he said.
On the morning after security
forces stormed the Syrian Catholic
church, freeing hostages but leaving far more dead and wounded behind, there were no answers. Not in
the statements of outrage from Iraqi
leaders, themselves blamed for the
dysfunction of the Iraqi state. Not
from Pope Benedict XVI, who condemned the “absurd and ferocious
violence.” Not from security officials, whose accounts contradicted
one another’s and prompted suggestions they might have inadvertently worsened the carnage. Most
of all, not from the survivors, one of
whom said the gunmen who seized
the church Sunday evening had
only one task in mind.
“They came to kill, kill, kill,”
Sami said.

At NASA, a quiet quest to send a
humanoid robot to the moon
For $150 billion, the National Aeronautics and Space Administration could have sent astronauts back to the moon. The Obama administration judged that too expensive, and in September, Congress
agreed to cancel the program.
For a fraction of that — less than $200 million, along with about
$250 million for a rocket — NASA engineers at the Johnson Space
Center in Houston say they can safely send a humanoid robot to the
moon. And they say they could accomplish that in a thousand days.
The idea, known as Project M, is almost a guerrilla effort within
NASA, cooked up a year ago by Stephen J. Altemus, the chief engineer
at Johnson. He tapped into discretionary money, pulled in engineers
to work on it part time, and horse-traded with companies and other
NASA units to undertake preliminary planning and tests. “We’re doing impossible things with really very little, if any, money whatsoever,”
Altemus said.
A humanoid dextrous robot — at least the top half — already exists: Robonaut 2, developed by NASA and General Motors, is packed
on the shuttle Discovery, scheduled for liftoff on Wednesday.
Bound for the International Space Station, it will be the first humanoid robot in space. It is to help with housekeeping chores at the
space station as NASA learns how astronauts and robots can work
together. Eventually, an upgraded Robonaut is to take part in spacewalks.
The quandary over Project M encapsulates many of the continuing debates over the future of the space agency: What should NASA
be told to do when there is not enough money to do everything? What
is the best way to spur advances in space technologies? And given the
costs and dangers, how important is it to send people into space at
all?
—Kenneth Chang, The New York Times

New volcanic eruption drives
more Indonesians to shelters
JAKARTA, Indonesia — Mount Merapi unleashed another violent
explosion Monday, driving thousands more people from their homes
as the Indonesian authorities admitted to shortcomings in handling
two other natural disasters — a volcano and a tsunami — that have
killed nearly 500 people in the past week.
The eruption Monday morning sent residents, who had returned
to tend to livestock and fields abandoned after last week’s volcano,
back down the slopes in panic. The nearby city of Yogyakarta was
brought to a standstill as motorists and workers stopped to gape at
a gray plume of ash and superheated gas that shot into the sky and
tumbled down the mountain’s slopes.
There were no immediate reports of casualties from the latest
eruption, but it did send thousands more people into crowded evacuation camps that now have more than 70,000 people, said Neulis Zuliasri, a spokeswoman for the National Disaster Management Agency.
The volcano has killed 38 people since Tuesday, she said.
“This was smaller than some of the other eruptions,” said Subandriyo, the head of the Yogyakarta Volcanic Investigation and Development enter, who, like many Indonesians, uses only one name.

—Aubrey Belford and Will Carless, The New York Times

U.S. Appeals court weighs
Arizona law on immigrants
SAN FRANCISCO – Gov. Jan Brewer of Arizona and her team of
lawyers defended the state’s strict new immigration law in a federal
appeals court on Monday, facing a panel of three judges who sharply
questioned the way the law would be carried out. Lawyers from the
Justice Department argued that central parts of the state law were unconstitutional and would interfere with federal law enforcement.
In July, just one day before the law was to take effect, a lower court
suspended parts of it, ruling that the state could not require local law
enforcement officials to check on the immigration status of people
they stop and detain them if they were suspected of entering the
country illegally.
Brewer is appealing that decision. Whatever the outcome from
the U.S. Court of Appeals for the 9th Circuit here, it, too, is expected to
be appealed, and Brewer has said she will take it to the U.S. Supreme
Court if necessary.
The judges focused on the central question of whether a state
could take it upon itself to enforce federal laws.
The panel also grappled with whether police officers were free
to question the people they stop about crimes beyond the grounds
for the stop. The judges pointedly asked lawyers for the Justice Department whether the practice should never be allowed. The Obama
administration has said that requiring police officers to question immigration status is unconstitutional and could damage relationships
with other countries, making American citizens abroad more vulnerable to unfair treatment.
—Jennifer Medina, The New York Times

Nokia sees cell phone growth
among the world’s poorest
On Saturday at dawn, hundreds of farmers near Jhansi, an agricultural center in central India, received a succinct but potent text message on their cell phones: The current average wholesale price for 100
kilograms of tomatoes was 600 rupees ($13.26).
In a country where just 7 percent of the population has access to
the Internet, such real-time market data is so valuable that the farmers are willing to pay $1.35 a month for the information.
What is unusual about the service is the company selling it: Nokia,
the Finnish cell phone maker, which unlike its rivals — Samsung, LG,
Apple, Research In Motion and Sony Ericsson — is focusing on some
of the world’s poorest consumers.
Since 2009, 6.3 million people have signed up to pay Nokia for
commodity data in India, China and Indonesia. On Tuesday, Nokia
plans to announce that it is expanding the program, called Life Tools,
part of its Ovi mobile services business, to Nigeria.
—Kevin J. O’Brien, The New York Times
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Wasted opportunity
to get new
nanofabrication
facility
I read your article about the redevelopment of the 181 Mass. Ave. Analog
Devices by Novartis with great interest.
This site had a sophisticated microfabrication facility that easily could have been
transformed into a new nanofabrication
facility for MIT’s use. Having a state of the
art nanofabrication facility is essential to
achieve excellence in nanoscience and
nanotechnology.
MIT’s current facility in Building 39
is old and getting out of date, especially
in comparison to brand new facilities at
peer institutions like Harvard, Berkeley
and Cornell. By handing the site over to
Novartis, MIT has lost a unique opportunity to get a new facility for a fraction of the
cost of building a comparable facility from
scratch (typically around $150 million to
$200 million).
I am a graduate student in EECS and
I make extensive use of the nanofabrication facilities at both MIT and Harvard for
my research. In addition, I have interned
at Analog Devices and worked in the 181
Mass. Ave. facilities.
—Omair I. Saadat G

many examples in recent years where the
administration has decided it is both right
and appropriate to interfere with students’
private lives. Still, as much as I am disappointed at the administration for playing
nanny, I’m more disappointed by their
lack of wisdom. Given all the previous
failures in dining, do they really expect that
this will be any different?
Even today, I am generally a 1–2
meals a day sort of person (punctuated
by snacks). Were I student in an affected
dorm when this plan went into action, I
would be forced to pay for meals I could
not consume, even if I ate every single
meal on campus — an unlikely thing,
considering how frequently students used
to comment on Aramark’s prison service.
While I am pleased to hear they will be
making breakfast more readily available,
it is a grave mistake to fail to consider
that 3 meals a day is not some universal
standard, and it is likewise plainly offensive to ignore the fact that some among
MIT’s diverse student body have strong
dietary preferences that cannot not be
efficiently (or tastily) served by the likely
vendors. HDAG’s recommendation is both
ethnically insensitive and an insult to the
student body’s maturity.
I would remind students with strong
objections that food services are particularly vulnerable to runs on certain goods,
and unpopular dining plans can easily
be made a financial nightmare through
coordinated mass expression of dietary
preferences.
—Tyler Hunt ’04

An alum’s opinion
on the dining plan

Opportunity cost

I am not particularly shocked by MIT’s
decision to go ahead with implementing an unpopular dining plan without
considering UA input, as this is but one of

Sunday morning I flew for the first
time in my nearly 57 years. I only thought
I had flown before, but that was as a pea
in a winged projectile of a pod. This was

as a thistle, a soap bubble or a wisp of
dog fur, floating on the smooth blue air
above Kitty Hawk, NC, air I could touch
and be touched by. Two thousand feet
below like a feast before the famished
lay the Outer Banks, a banquet for the
eye of white sand, water green with life
and sunlight shimmering golden on the
sea. Fifty dolphins fed and frolicked in
the surf off Nag’s Head. Soaring seagulls
wheeled far below. In the distance stood
the Wright Brothers Memorial as it is
meant to be seen: from above. In a life of
so many forgotten days I do not believe
my memory of this one will soon fade.
I owe this experience to a multitude
of confluent factors. Among them are
the generosity and the ultralight piloting
skills of PBE brother Marc Jorrens ’89,
whom I met only that morning and yet
who, through the magic of collegiate and
fraternal bonds, was already a life-long
friend. The gentle urging of Dan and
Susan, the delightful children of PBE
brother Gray Safford ’75 successfully
countered my late Mother’s lectures in
risk management.
So many choices, judgments and
decisions lay behind any given moment,
transcendent or routine.
I wonder now at what other such moments and memories will be stillborn in
my life and in the lives of brothers I will
never have now that my House has been
deemed detrimental to the MIT community and to humankind, somehow something our often wretched world is better
off without. What do those who sit in
judgment of my fraternity seek to accomplish by her suffocation? How can doing
so possibly be right? Why must they do
it? Is there truly no better solution than
one indifferent to its cost in unforgettably
beautiful days that will never be?
—David S. Eckel ’76
Brother of Phi Beta Epsilon
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Voting: virtue or vice?
Don’t vote!
Vote!
And do more than just vote. Get involved
with the issues you care about.
By Ryan Normandin
Staff Columnist

“Always vote for principle, though
you may vote alone, and you may cherish the sweetest reflection that your vote
is never lost.” — John Quincy Adams
The following are facts. America is
a democratic republic. Being a democratic republic, the votes of the people
are what determine who is placed into
office, thus influencing what policies
are made. America fought more than
one war to preserve this right. People
died so that you could vote. If you
agree that these are indeed facts, then
to claim, as Keith Yost does, that voting
has no moral significance is a disgrace
to those who died to give us that right
and a disgrace to everything that America stands for.

Get involved in a
campaign, donate
money, or find a cause
that is important to
you and dedicate
yourself to its success.
Around the world, there are dictatorships where people would love nothing
more than to, as Yost would say, waste
their time voting. There are citizens in
countries such as Iran who vote despite
knowing that the elections are rigged
because they want to believe so desperately that democracy is possible, that
they could experience it. Yet in America, the golden standard of democracy,
we have a student attending one of the
best schools in the world telling people
not to vote.
Allow me to do the opposite. VOTE!
The importance of voting goes far beyond whether or not your individual
vote is going to swing an entire Congressional race. As Yost points out, that
is mathematically improbable. However, I can only imagine how different
American history would be if every eli-

gible citizen had voted. That is a powerful consideration; if more Gore voters
had turned out in Florida, it is extremely possible that the Iraq War would not
have happened. Whether or not that is
something you would have wanted is
beside the point. This is a testament to
the power of the voting public.
It is true that the extreme of every
individual deciding their vote doesn’t
count is unlikely to happen: Americans
are not going to stop voting completely. But it is also likely that a significant
number of Americans who stay home on
election day (42 percent in 2008) did so
because they followed Yost’s logic and
did not believe that their vote would
matter. A majority is nothing more than
a group of individuals who decided that
their votes did count.
But if you are unmotivated by the
huge potential that simply casting a ballot has, then I challenge you to do more
than that. Get involved in a campaign,
donate money, or find a cause that is
important to you and dedicate yourself
to its success.
There is nothing more satisfying
than knowing that you helped to make
a difference by uniting a group of individuals in support of a common cause
and then made that goal happen. But a
word of warning: typically making that
goal happen does involve a vote of some
sort. But, if it’s not worth your time, as
Yost claims, then feel free to watch your
vision crash and burn. After all, you’re
an MIT student, and psets are clearly
more important than the future of the
country.
As citizens of America, it is our civic
duty to vote. To not do so because you
think you have better things to do with
your time is unbelievably egotistical.
There is nothing more important for
you to do with your time than taking
part in the political system that men
have died to ensure. A final point. Yes,
it’s unlikely. Sure, it’s never happened
before. But what if this was the election
to end up in a tie? Do you really want
to be the one who left the future of the
country to a coin flip?

This election day, do yourself and your
country a favor and stay home (or in lab).
By Keith Yost
Staff columnist

Your vote doesn’t matter. It really
doesn’t. You can do the math yourself —
imagine a close House race in which each
voter has a 51 percent chance of voting
for one candidate, 49 percent for another,
and around 300,000 voters are expected
to turn out. What are the chances that
the marginal vote matters, i.e. without
your input, the race would split exactly
150,000 to 150,000?
If you answered, “about a twenty
thousand times worse than winning the
PowerBall Lottery three times in a row,”
you’re in the ballpark. The chances are so
low that most democracies do not even
make contingency plans for the event of
a tied vote, and when they do, they pick
something appropriately absurd, such as
flipping a coin to decide the winner.
Some claim that even if your vote
doesn’t matter; we should vote because
voting is symbolically important. Yet few
of those who make this case would willingly cast their symbolic vote on a broken
voting machine, suggesting that the perceived importance of voting is not tied to
the act itself but its consequences.
Some claim that voting is a moral civic
duty. But what is so moral about it? Giving
blood is a moral duty — it adds more to
the general welfare than it takes from the
donor. But an individual’s vote, even assuming it is an objectively “correct” one,
has such a minute probability of impacting the election that its value is virtually
zero. Meanwhile, voting is not free — even
ignoring the cost of the voting machines,
ballots, transportation costs, and so on,
an individual who values his time cheaply
(say $9/hour) and is able to cast his vote
quickly (say 20 minutes of effort all told) is
still losing $3 for a virtually zero chance of
changing the outcome. If the ultimate goal
is to elect a candidate you feel is superior,
it would make more sense to purchase a
lottery ticket and pledge the winnings to
the candidate of your choice.
Some even trot out that old Kantian
chestnut, “But if everyone didn’t vote...”
But people do vote, and will not suddenly

quit voting if you fail to go to the polls. And
even if they did stop voting, who is to say
that there shouldn’t be fewer Americans
voting? Suppose one candidate is better
than the other — wouldn’t the country be
better off to some degree if the lesser candidate’s supporters didn’t turn out? More
generally, let’s say a random selection of
99.99 percent of the voters who turned
out to vote in the 2008 presidential race
had stayed home — what would be the
increased odds of the country “incorrectly” picking McCain over Obama (as-

Do the right thing
and stay away from
the ballot box this
November.
suming, for simplicity, that the winner
of the popular vote is the winner of the
election)? With ~130 million voters turning out, McCain’s chances of winning
were effectively zero. Wolfram Alpha put
them at smaller than 1 in 10^150000 and
gave up. With a mere 13,000 voters turning out, McCain’s chances rise to only 1 in
300,000,000,000,000,000.
Still not convinced the Kantian logic
is being applied too simplistically? Consider military service. It’s a civic duty. But
do we demand that every able-bodied
person serve in the military because if
nobody served we’d be defenseless? Taken to extremes, every civic virtue can become a vice, and the act of voting crossed
the line into vice more than 100 million
voters ago.
In short, your time as an MIT student
is valuable. We need you to learn and
research and become the next generation of American leadership. Our society
demands that you not piddle away your
time with frivolous exercises such as
voting — to be properly melodramatic
about it, squandering valuable resources
such as yourselves would be an affront to
those everywhere who are cold and are
not clothed, who are hungry and are not
fed. Do the right thing and stay away from
the ballot box this November.

The intimate civic duty
Abortion would be a moot point if society did its civic duty
By Russell Rodewald
The Declaration of Independence states
that man is endowed by his Creator the
unalienable rights of life, liberty, and the
pursuit of happiness. This recognition of
universal, sacred, and unalienable rights
defines us as the American people and
dictates what functions the state should
provide. Further, the Declaration orders
these rights: without life one cannot exercise liberty, and without liberty one cannot
pursue happiness.
It is of supreme importance that the
United States protect these rights through
law, and that her people flourish in responsibly exercising them. Doing so has
made and will continue to make the status
of “American citizen” desired around the
world, particularly in places where man’s
groanings to exercise these sacred rights are
repressed by an abusive state and society.
The mission of the United States and
her people can be none other than affirming these rights and freely demonstrating
the fruits of responsibly exercising them.
Americans will find the nature of this mission clear in all aspects of civic life: Americans are guided by this mission to find
working solutions in policy foreign and domestic, economic and social.
The state is challenged to protect the
human right to life at all stages, from the
moment of conception to that of natural
death. In so doing, the state is called to pro-

hibit abortion, and her people are called
not to desire procuring it.
The growth and development of the fetus — life in the womb — is, by its nature,
a continuous process after the moment
of fertilization. After this moment, any
distinctions to define life are arbitrarily
drawn: there are no jump discontinuities.
Definitions of human life based on cognitive capacity or viability outside the womb
do not capture the essence of being human, but rather limit the nature of being
human to a set of characteristics that may
come and go.
Those living in the womb are human,
but they are unable to defend themselves
against the violence of abortion. The state
is called to protect the rights of her people
— most especially the defenseless — but it
is the role of her people to know and to love
their rights.
In so doing, people of goodwill will never knowingly choose to exercise their own
liberty at the cost of the life of another. In
most abortions, however, there is no question that liberty is placed before life: according to the Guttmacher Institute, fewer
than 5 percent of women seeking abortion
cited problems with their health or rape as
the primary reason for seeking the abortion. Further, less than 1 percent of women
seeking an abortion stated that the pregnancy was a result of incest. Thus the vast
majority of abortions terminate life created
as a result of a voluntary and mutually con-

sensual sexual act. These abortions are not
consistent with the founding principles of
our nation and our identity as American
people; prohibiting these abortions would
be a matter of law.
There is also the matter of society: what
becomes of the children of unwanted pregnancies? How do we as a society ensure
that they will grow up in loving homes that
will prepare them well for being good citizens? As Mr. Yost would suggest, this is a
matter that requires extensive deliberation,
as it does not have an easy answer.

...the state is called to
prohibit abortion, and
her people are called not
to desire procuring it.
Ultimately society is called to reduce
the number of unwanted pregnancies.
This must be by changing attitudes of how
men and women interact with one another.
Technological means such as contraception are not the answer: in a presentation
titled “An Overview of Abortion in the United States” the Guttmacher Institute states
that “Among women who are at risk of an
unintended pregnancy, 89 percent are currently using a method of contraception.
Nevertheless, almost half of all pregnancies
are unintended.”
Responsible exercise of liberty would

preclude pursuing the pleasure of a few
moments, would the result of that pleasure
be the ending of a life created during that
pleasure. While this responsibility lies with
both men and women, each has a particular challenge.
Men must realize the nature and consequences of pregnancy for women, not
only during the term of the pregnancy, but
also the long-term implications. Men must
respect the long-term best interests of his
partner and never act contrary to these
best interests in order to satisfy his sexual
urges.
Women, too, must be aware of the longterm implications of pregnancy. Women
must respect their own best interests, and
they must choose men who will do likewise.
Procreation is a natural consequence
of the sexual act. Good citizenry implores
that the sexual act only occur within a committed, loving relationship able to support
children. If this attitude were to be universally adopted, there would be no unwanted
children.
There is a widespread attitude that it be
best to keep the government’s hands off
of women. What if our society made this a
moot point? Do your civic duty in knowing
and loving life, liberty, and the pursuit of
happiness, and do not allow your liberty to
trump another’s life.
Russell Rodewald ’10 is a graduate student in the Department of Nuclear Science
and Engineering.
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The case for Iran: moving toward mutual diplomacy
Iran’s populace is young, technically savvy, and tired of the hardline conservatives
By Nina Sinatra
Staff Columnist

Both the historic diplomatic accomplishments that took place this spring between
Brazil, Turkey, and Iran and this summer’s
imposition of strict economic sanctions
upon the latter nation signal a dire need for a
new diplomatic strategy between the United
States and the Islamic Republic of Iran.
The latest set of sanctions implemented
this past June under UN Security Council
Resolution 1929 were intended, as stated by
the Council, to increase economic pressure
on Iran based on the country’s failure to comply with previous proceedings in regards to
its nuclear program and ongoing intentions
for uranium enrichment. The restrictions include bans on supplying military equipment
to the Islamic Republic, recommendations
to inspect cargo to and from the nation for
banned items, seizure and disposal of such
items, prohibitions on financial institutions
that may affect the progress of proliferation
activities, heavy restrictions on fuel, and additional economic restrictions. Two of the
ten non-permanent members of the Security Council voted against the resolution,
concerned about the impact of heightened
sanctions on future diplomatic efforts.

The Green Movement
The Iranian population today is largely
composed of young citizens; experts estimate that over two-thirds of the population
is under the age of thirty (one quarter alone
from age 15 and younger). The majority of
the population has grown up after the Revolution of 1979 and are highly skilled and urbanized. Constituting approximately 40 percent of the electorate, young Iranians have
great potential political influence; whether
or not they exercise this power by voting in
the 2013 parliamentary elections will be an
enlightening and — perhaps — empowering
turning point for those they support. Following the disputed election of June 2009, youth
activism reached nearly record levels and
sparked huge protests, rallies, and dissent
against the re-election of President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad.

The rising discontent
with the current regime
points to the potential
for an anti-theocratic
governmental shift.
The Iranian Green Movement, a massive body of discouragement of the current regime and intense dissent against the
seemingly fixed election, played a large part
in such activities. Protests in Tehran and
across the country after the election have
been estimated to be the largest seen in the
country since the time of the Revolution,
and featured angry protestors engaging in
marches and civil unrest. The official stance

from leaders of the Green Movement, Mir
Hossein Mousavi and Mehdi Karroubi, was
an plea to refrain from violence and to employ peaceful, legal means to enhance the
organization’s political and social influence.
The goal of the movement’s “Green Path of
Hope” focuses on expanding existing pressures against the current regime into the
social network, and conducting lawful and
peaceful protests. These intentions were,
unfortunately, hampered by scattered violence of the Iranian police towards protestors: including several arrests, many people
detained, and 32 deaths at the hands of the
regime’s forces.

It is clear that the
majority of Iranian
constituents oppose
the current regime
but retain a sense of
patriotism.
Bubbling resentment
Overall, Iranian citizens are well-educated, particularly in science and engineering,
with women comprising over 50 percent
of the nation’s university students. Due to
trade restrictions and censorship, Iranians
have embraced technology as the foremost
means of communication and expression;
an ever-expanding number of blogs and
websites exist in Iranian cyberspace and
engages communication both within the
country and internationally. A great majority of the population is active on the Internet,
with online chat forums, blog communities,
and websites receiving vast numbers of daily
visitors. As the number of frequent web users rapidly increases, the current regime
has continued to exercise its influence by
removing or blocking access to certain websites (certain dating websites, for instance,
have experienced difficulty during the past
year), hindered slightly by the sheer number
of websites and traffic.
The highly technological nature of Iranian constituents, as well as the rising discontent with the current regime, points to
the (albeit rather long-term) potential for an
anti-theocratic governmental shift. In such
a scenario, the political power of the voting
population would continue to oppose the
strict conservatism and harshness of Islamic
law and the activities of the President and
his supporters. Eventually, the sector of dissent would reach the point in which a less
conservative or pro-democratic government
would be voted into power (through a future
election, or through internal disagreements
within the ruling regime), forcing away the
influence of conformist hardliners. Having
spoken with journalists specializing in the
development of Iranian politics, the prospect of such a shift seems possible over the
course of several years; of course, it is difficult, given the current political climate, to

predict a more exact timeline.
Still, resentment among the Iranian
middle class is increasing. The weight of the
imposition of economic sanctions has fallen hardest upon the middle class, without
having such strong effects upon wealthier
citizens and government officials. Speaking
to journalists and educators with expertise
and/or personal involvement in the region,
it is clear that the majority of Iranian constituents (particularly university students)
oppose the current regime but retain a sense
of patriotism. The majority of citizens are
disgusted by the brutality of the religious
authorities, and the economic and social effects of the current policies.
Many middle and upper-middle class
families retain economic ties with businesses and financial institutions that have been
affected by the economic sanctions. The
harsh regulations have made business dealings with Gulf Cooperation Council nations
much more difficult (nations in the GCC
include Saudi Arabia, the UAE, Kuwait, Yemen, Oman, Qatar, and Bahrain). Financial
organizations in GCC countries suffer from
pressure to work with Iranian banks and institutions; this strain is most acutely felt by
businesses that only operate or deal with
Iran. These conditions have led to the closing of many Iranian businesses (within the
country and abroad) that lack the resources
necessary to operate with nations other
than the Islamic Republic, impacting broad
swaths of the population.
Overall, the young population feels frustrated with and dissatisfied by the current regime, with a rising level of resentment based
on this year’s sanctions. The middle and
lower classes largely feel that the economic
restrictions will not affect the wealthier factions, and that the burdens of the political
struggles have fallen upon them. In short,
young Iranians hope not for violence and
war, but for a collapse of the religious regime
(perhaps from within).

America’s role
What can America do in the meantime?
It is imperative that we do not destroy diplomatic lines and contacts between the United
States and the Islamic Republic, removing
preconditions and loopholes from confidence-building measures in order to begin
building trust. Instead of applying blanketed
sanctions that predominantly affect the average Iranian citizen, not the wealthy religious constituents that the UN’s P5 hopes to
target, specific sanctions must be employed
instead. These regulations must target civil
rights issues, and apply focused pressure
toward the current regime. This strategy will
uphold the sentiments of the Iranian people
while increasing opposition for the cruel
theocratic hardliners in power. By applying
strategic pressure, we can minimize resentment toward the United States, maintain
diplomatic communication, and build trust
between the Iranian and American peoples.
The question of trust is very much a critical one in this political and economic situ-

ation. The success of Brazilian and Turkish
officials in securing a nuclear fuel swap
agreement with Iran this May points to the
necessity of building up a gradual collateral
of trust and comprehensive diplomacy. To
do this, we can follow the example of Turkey
and Brazil. Diplomatic officials from both
nations established relationships and communicated with a wide range of factions and
institutions within the Islamic Republic,
ranging from the Parliament of Iran and other legislative officials to the Supreme Leader
and the President. By engaging many components of the Iranian government, Turkey
and Brazil were able to build a foundation of
communication and dialogue that ultimately resulted in the success of their diplomatic
intentions and the possibility for positive
negotiations in the future. In short, real diplomacy will be needed — rather than crippling the Iranian economy with overarching
sanctions and standards.

The Tech’s survey of
MIT students presents
the potential for the
adoption of a diplomatic
solution.
The Obama Administration’s motivations for upholding the sanctions stem
from fears of Iran developing nuclear weapons. While officials of the Islamic Republic
maintain that their uranium enrichment is
for non-military purposes, many nations
remain cautious. However, the political
climate in the Middle East precludes the
conclusion that, if Iran acquires a nuclear
weapon, they would not use it. But Western
power in support of Israel and against its aggressors means Iran would be near-suicidal
to embark on a path of nuclear warfare. As
such, the injection of American trust into
the diplomatic relationship of the United
States and Iran may go a very long way to
securing a better relationship between the
two nations — a valuable commodity for the
foreseeable future.
In The Tech’s political survey asked MIT
students whether they felt it was more important to avoid a military conflict with
Iran (even if it meant that the nation develops nuclear weapons) or prevent Iran from
developing nuclear weapons (even if it requires military action). Of the 2145 respondents, 1005 voted to avoid military conflict,
639 favored prevention of nuclear activity at
the point of military action, 480 listed themselves as “unsure,” and 21 did not respond
to this question. Based on the population
of MIT students, this sampling presents the
potential for the adoption of a diplomatic
solution. It remains to be seen whether the
international tide will match these sentiments, but for the sake of an intelligent diplomatic response to Iranian politics, it very
well may be an optimal solution at this unstable time.

The fundamental right to life
The Declaration of Independence requires us to protect all life, even in the womb
By Elise McCall, Matt Shireman
and Tony Valderrama
In his article “Abortion: A question of values,” Keith Yost arrives at the conclusion that
an embryo is a human life and has a right to
life, but that the mother’s right to liberty may
supersede the embryo’s right to life. We find
his logic deeply flawed, and condemn the
fundamental disregard for human life introduced by the application of relativism to human rights.
We begin by turning to the words of the
Declaration of Independence, which entirely contradict Yost’s interpretation of human rights: “We hold these truths to be selfevident, that all men are created equal, that
they are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that among these
are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness.”
The question is not, as Yost states, “whether we choose to assign [the embryo] human
rights,” but rather whether we choose to respect the rights inherent in every human being. As freely acting agents, we may choose to
infringe upon the rights of a person (with or

without good cause), but we cannot choose
to rescind a human right because we did not
grant that right in the first place. Simply by
virtue of being human, all human beings are
“endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights.” It is the duty of the state to
protect those rights.

Measuring human life
by race or by cognitive
capacity limits the
nature of being human
to a convenient set of
characteristics.
Yost later asserts that “there is no cardinal
ordering of human rights that decides when
one trumps another.” However, if we return
to the words of the Declaration of Independence, “among these [rights] are Life, Liberty
and the pursuit of Happiness,” we find exactly
the sort of cardinal ordering of rights which
Yost denies: without Life one cannot exercise
Liberty, and without Liberty one cannot pur-

sue Happiness. The right to life is a prerequisite for all other rights. Thus, the right to life
is the fundamental human right. Yost himself
calls it “the most basic of human rights.”
To deny the fundamental nature of the
right to life is to deny the basis of all human
rights. If, as Yost suggests, we were to accept
the assignment of arbitrary precedence to
human rights, we then must permit the justification of any infringement upon the rights
of another. In a society where anyone can
elevate their right to liberty or property or religion above another’s right to live, the weak
are helpless before those who are able to assert their rights more strongly.
The laws of a relativist are laws of convenience; he will cherish the rights of others
until those rights interfere with his infinite
capacity for self-interest. Today, it is convenient for many to dismiss a fetus as something only partially human, just as it was
convenient two centuries ago for plantation
owners to dismiss blacks as merely threefifths of a person. Measuring human life by
race or by cognitive capacity does not capture the entire essence of being human, but
rather limits the nature of being human to a

convenient set of characteristics. We await
the day when “all men are created equal” in
the eyes of the law.
Yost is correct in arguing that “in order
to enjoy the liberty to make one’s own decisions, you first need the mental capacity to
rationally make those decisions for yourself.”
With good cause, we may curtail the liberty
of children, the mentally incapacitated, or a
fetus. However, the mental capacity of a human is irrelevant to rights that do not depend
on the exercise of free will. One does not
choose to be conceived, and so one cannot
forfeit the right to life due to lack of mental
capacity.
Above all, we wish to emphasize that every human being, in every stage of life, has
a fundamental and unalienable right to life
which serves as the foundation for all other
human rights in a just society. The right to
life is granted by neither state nor men, but it
is their duty to protect it.
Elise McCall ’11 is president of the Pro-Life
Club. Matt Shireman is a graduate student in
the Department of Civil and Environmental
Engineering. Tony Valderrama ’11 is chair of
the Tech Catholic Community.
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At MIT, politics-minded groups take on a sharper flavor
Over the years, College Dems and Republicans faded, but students still have political passions
Political clubs, from Page 1
want to make it their thing. They’re
busy working on their UROP or
some sort of project rather than
campaigning. They think, ‘Hey,
politics isn’t something that gets
stuff done, it has mostly negative
outcomes’.”
After the organization tapered
off in the early 2000s, Barr and
his colleagues aimed to establish
a leadership structure for College
Democrats. They talked to other
college College Democrats, including the Harvard University, Boston
University, and Suffolk University
chapters.
Despite their efforts, though,
the work re-starting and maintaining the club was too much for the
students to keep up with.
Christopher B. Buenrostro ’04,
former president of College Republicans, added that MIT’s political groups
relied
on
significant
time investment from
the members to ma
intain. “Bal
ancing
ac
ademics and
volunteer
hours for a club or organization can
be more than challenging, as any
MIT student will tell you … there
needs to be a driving support from
the club leaders in any organization, and this driving support was
not strong enough when [former
president] Gillian Harding ’05 left,”
he said.
Keith Yost G, former vice president of College Republicans (also a
Tech columnist), added that there
are many other outlets for students
to be politically active in ways requiring less direct responsibility.
“There is a variety of other outlets
students can join up with that are
unrelated to MIT but accessible.
If there’s a Scott Brown campaign
already out there, it’s easier for me
to do that than to start a new effort
at MIT,” he said.
Buenrostro and Yost said that
College Republicans did very well
under the leadership of Harding,
but those left in the organization
after her graduation could not invest as much time as she had into
maintaining the club.
Barr and Buenrostro are optimistic that eventually students with
the time and dedication to restart
the College
D e m o c ra t s
and College
Republicans
could be successful. “Ma
ybe if someone
who
knows how
to network
gets invol
ved, [starting
the group] could happen. But it relies on an individual who has the
time and capability to make the
club grow to be successful,” said
Barr.
“College Republicans will undoubtedly return in the future,”
said Buenrostro. He shares a similar perspective to Barr on the importance of leadership. “Whether
the club can be maintained will
be strongly dependent on sound
infrastructure for the local chapter
provided by dedicated and capable leaders whom can get the ball
rolling and keep it doing so.”
He hopes to see campus political groups of all leanings flourish
in the future.
“One of the beautiful parts of
college is finding out what you believe versus what you were taught
to believe … I personally hold a
strong belief in the necessity for
multiple political organizations on
campus to allow various beliefs to
be explored and debated,” he said.

A guide to campus groups engaged in political advocacy
By Evan Moore
If you’re interested in getting
involved in politics, there are a
number of groups on campus that
focus on specific issues. The Tech
highlights six of them.

MIT Students for Bhopal
One of the newest activist
groups on campus, MIT Students
for Bhopal (MITSB) focuses on the
chemical disaster that occurred
in December 1984 in the Indian
city of Bhopal. In the chemical
gas leak, which was attributed to
neglect of safety procedures at a
chemical plant operated by the
American company Union Carbide (now owned by Dow Chemical), tens of thousands were killed
or severely wounded.
The group is a part of the International Campaign for Justice in
Bhopal, which works toward three
causes: health care for the victims,
clean water for current residents
of the disaster area, and justice
and economic rehabilitation.
“Justice is for the corporations
involved to take responsibility.
Economic rehabilitation means
that those who lost their livelihood are properly compensated,”
said club president Karthik Shekhar G. “This agenda of the group
coincides with survivor groups in
India.”

“We are planning
a social event for
groups interested
in corporate
responsibility and
student rights”
—Karthik Shekar G
Pres.., MIT Students for Bhopal

Previous events have included
a session with one of the lawyers
representing Bhopal victims in a
suit against Dow, participating in
the “Walk Your Talk” campaign
directed at Indian Prime Minister Manmohan Singh by spelling
out the slogan with their bodies
in Lobby 7, and a recent conference for activists held at MIT.
Last spring, the group displayed
a photo exhibit in the Stata Center documenting the disaster and
its aftermath. Group founder Leonid Chindelevitch PhD ’10 said
MITSB also holds a public protest
each year on the anniversary of
the incident.
This semester, Shekhar says
the group is trying to add a more
centered public exhibit. “We are
planning a social event for groups
interested in corporate responsibility and student rights,” he
added.
MITSB has also targeted the
U.S. government on the issue;
Chindelevitch wants President
Obama to discuss the tragedy
when he visits India next week.
Chindelevitch originally became involved through MIT Amnesty International, when Ryan
Bodanyi, the founder of the International Students for Bhopal
network, came to talk. Inspired to
take action, he joined the Boston
group of Students for Bhopal and
worked with them for a year and a
half before he started a chapter at
MIT in 2008. The meetings for the
campus chapter are held in conjunction with the Boston group.

Sustainability@MIT
In 2008, Sustainability@MIT
(S@MIT) arose from the consolidation of different environmental groups on campus. The group
aims to promote environmental

sustainability, both locally and
across the globe, promoting efficient use of natural resources.
“Our members have been
involved on the academic side,
campus greening and awareness,
and also off-campus outreach,
including some involvement with
the Cambridge community and
involvement with the World Student Community for Sustainable
Development,” said former club
president Aaron M. Thom ’11.
The group also aided in the development of MIT’s programs for
minors and certificates in sustainability.
S@MIT holds an annual MIT
Sustainability Summit and Free
Meet exchange event, where students can swap usable items. On
Earth Day, there is a Bike Repair
Event, which aims to encourage
the use of bicycles. “We always
emphasize the issues we’re working with when organizing events,”
said Thom.
Campaigns done by S@MIT
have gone beyond the local confines of the Institute. Thom and a
few members travelled to Copenhagen, Denamrk, in 2009 to represent MIT and the World Student
Community for Sustainable Development at the United Nations
Climate Change Conference.
While there, they organized an
officially recognized side event,
which, according to Thom, “discussed the relationship between
youths in developing and developed nations in climate change
action.”

Palestine@MIT
Palestine@MIT formed in December 2008, following the start
of an Israeli military offensive
against Palestinians in the Gaza
Strip. Frustrated by the lack of
campus awarness of Palestinian
issues, students came together to
form the group. “We were all pretty shocked that no one had heard
about this, and that was when we
decided to start the group,” said
Deema M. Totah ’12, the group’s
current president.
The group aims to spread
awareness of Palestinian political
and social issues, both historically
and at the present. According to
Totah, the group does not support
any particular political party in
either the U.S. or the Palestinian
territories. “It’s a very open group,
and we are open to all political
views,” she added.

According to Totah,
the group does
not support any
particular political
party in the U.S.
or the Palestinian
territories
The group is mostly concerned
with human rights for Palestinians living in the occupied territories. “Any issues that we see as
a violation of Palestinian human
rights, we try to speak up against,”
says Totah.
Every year, Palestine@MIT
holds Palestine Awareness Week,
where include a number of film
screenings and lectures; Linguistics Professor Noam Chomsky has
been a featured presenter during
the event.
The organization also helps
out with Aspire, a volunteer program that ships textbooks to universities in post-conflict countries.
Most of the fundraising efforts
from the group go towards putting
together events on campus, but

Totah hopes to bring Kayan, a Palestinian feminist organization, to
MIT next semester. She also plans
on screening films from the Boston Palestine Film Festival, which
takes place each October.

MIT Students for Israel
MIT Students for Israel (MITSI) is a group aiming to educate
students and faculty about Israel’s
culture and politics. Club president Rachel C. Bandler ’13 says
that, in addition to Israeli politics,
the organization emphasizes what
they see as the value of reinforcing
the American–Israeli connection.
“We want to show the importance
of America maintaining a strong
relationship with Israel due to
mutual interests and values,”
she said. “As a democracy in the
Middle East, Israel and America
lie ideologically very close to each
other,” she said.

“As a democracy
in the Middle East,
Israel and America
lie ideologically
very close to each
other”
—Rachel C. Bandler ’13
Pres., MIT Students for Israel

The group was not as active
for a couple years prior to Bandler deciding to restart the group
last year. Bandler says that such
a group is needed to provide a
resource for students in search
of information related to Israel.
“People are going to have these
questions,” she said. “If they have
a specific issue or question, we
want them to be able to ask us for
historical or factual information.”
Bandler says MITSI also hosts
booths in Lobby 10 where they
provide information and answer
questions about Israel. “It’s very
personal,” she said. Last year, the
organization brought in Israeli
soldiers to talk about their experiences in Israeli military operations. This year, MITSI will be
hosting an event with the Ayalim
Association, featuring young Israelis involved in projects in the
Negev desert.

Amnesty International
MIT’s chapter of the worldwide human rights organization
Amnesty International acts as an
activist group, neither supporting
particular candidates nor becoming involved in charged political
discourse. Rather, the organization involves itself in politics by
urging governments to take action against violations of human
rights.
“For U.S. elections, we do a lot
of letter writing to Congressmen
regarding issues that are in or
out of the country,” said Anahita
Maghami ’11, co-president of MIT
Amnesty International. The group
is known for many letters to governments and organizations advocating human rights causes. MIT’s
chapter of Amnesty International
also holds screenings, organizes
rallies, and invites speakers with
experience in human rights.
In the past, Amnesty International had advocated for issues in
Sudan, Iran, Burma, and Afghanistan; their focuses have included
women’s rights, environmental
issues, and the release of political
prisoners. Maghami emphasized
that MIT’s chapter encourages
its members to pursue issues that
most interest them.
“The most important thing
about Amnesty International at

MIT is that the issues raised really
depend on what members want to
do,” she said. “If they care about a
certain issue, they go ahead and
organize an event, invite a favorite activist or political figure. They
educate and raise awareness.”
Maghami described raising
such awareness as MIT Amnesty
International’s “primary focus”,
but the group also spends time
fundraising for its causes. The
group works closely with other
activist groups on campus, including the Global Poverty Initiative, Women and Gender Studies
at MIT, and the Technology and
Culture Forum, who often cosponsor events.
The group is open to all members of the local community and
not just MIT students. “Some of
our members are alum or people who are not even at MIT,”
Maghami said. “We’ve had Harvard students coming; we’ve had
MIT employees coming. Both the
meetings and events are open to
public.”

Science Policy Initiative
Centered at the crossroads of
academia and policy, the Science
Policy Initiative is an organization
aiming to educate scientists about
the decision-making process in
Washington and how it can affect
their research. “Our goal is to help
grad students in the sciences and
engineering be able to learn about
what goes on in the policy world,”
said group member Michael A.
Henninger G. “We want to know
how decision making in Washington affects us in the lab.”
The club grew out of a 2006
IAP class on science politics, run
by several graduate students. The
seminar, entitled “Science Policy
Bootcamp,” aimed to introduce
graduate scientists to the science
policy-making process and how
they could go into a policy–oriented career. The students received
enough positive feedback from
the seminar to officially register
the group under the ASA.
In addition to running Science
Policy Bootcamp every IAP, SPI
also participates in Congressional
Visit Day, during which anywhere
between 15 and 20 graduate students are sent to Washington to
visit their congressional representatives and advocate for science.
Last year, students pressured
congressmen to re-authorize the
2007 America COMPETES Act,
which invested federal funds into
science-related research and education. According to Henninger,
MIT is one of few universities that
actually sends students to Washington for the day.
SPI hosts Lunch Talks, where
people involved with science and
policy are invited to come speak,
and monthly discussions on an
issue the group deems significant
to members. Students from other
student groups as well as other
universities attend these meetings.
Henninger believes that being
aware of science policy is beneficial to researchers. “So much
of the research that goes on here
is funded by tax dollars,” he said.
“We are all vaguely aware of that
fact, but not so much of the process...that involves a lot of policy
decisions, governmental machinery, and politics.”
“There are all sorts of fascinating dynamics. It’s enlightening to
learn about those and it’s almost
a responsibility to learn about
those,” Henninger said. “The better we understand that as scientists, the better we can plead our
case and see where it fits into society.”
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The Politics Survey

On the issues
College students, especially those in Cam- Which group best
bridge, have a reputation for being left of center.
Our results bore that out. Overall, 48 percent of reflects your views?
MIT students thought the Democratic Party best
No response
2%
reflected their views, whereas only 9 percent said
the same of the Republicans. The Libertarian
party put up a good fight, matching RepubliUnsure
cans at 9 percent. A meager 2 percent identi20%
fied with the Tea Party movement.
These preferences translate predictably
to how MIT students want today’s elecOther
11%
Democratic Party
tions to unfold. Fifty-four percent
48%
would like to see the Democrats
Tea Party
hold on to the House and Senate,
2%
but we’re also in tune with what Socialist Party
Republican Party
2%
many in the media believe to be
9%
a political reality — 46 percent of
us believe the Republicans will take
the House today, while the Democrats hold
the Senate.
Libertarian Party
Forty percent of MIT — a whopping pluGreen Party
9%
4%
rality — consider the economy to be the most
important issue facing the United States in the
upcoming year, out of a list of eleven choices generated from Pew
and Gallup polls. A strong contingent, 14 percent, believed federal spending was the most important issue. Only 1 percent felt that terrorism was the most important issue.
But why do MIT students prefer Democrats? Our stance on social issues may push the
pendulum in the Dem’s favor — only 11 percent of MIT students considered themselves
net conservative (either very conservative or just conservative) on social issues; 68 percent said they were liberal.
On fiscal issues, the campus is split. 32 percent said they were net conservative, 33 net
liberal, and 35 moderate.

Overall fiscal views

Emily Ruppel

Legalization of Marijuana

Conservative
8%

Conservative
23%

Liberal
25%

MITWIT

Very
Conservative
3%

Very
Liberal
33%

60
54
52

Moderate
20%

Liberal
36%

Moderate
35%

students and the American population at
large, many of our questions precisely reiterated those asked by the Pew Research
Center for the People and the Press.
Nearly 20 percent, or 2145 people responded to our web survey, of 11,118 students we contacted via email. About 23
percent of all undergraduates responded, and 17 percent of graduate students

responded. For many of the analyses
here, we considered undergraduates and
graduates collectively as “MIT students.”
The vast majority of survey respondents,
graduate or undergraduate, reported being between the ages of 18 and 29, which
was an appropriate age range for comparisons with other polls of “young adults.”
By Ethan Solomon

50

MIT overall
Pew Research
41

Many of our questions came from telephone polls conducted by the Pew Research Center for the People and the
Press through August, September, and October. How did
MIT students stack up against Americans at large? Overall,
and not surprisingly, MIT grads and undergrads take a more
liberal stance on most political, economic, and social issues.
When asked to describe their general political views, 39 percent of MIT students overall reported being “liberal,” compared to only 17 percent of Americans surveyed by Pew. A
mere 12 percent of MIT students reported being “conservative,” compared to 30 percent of Americans. The number of
MIT students and Americans who said they were “moderate,”
however, were virtually the same.
In our survey, we asked MIT students, graduate and undergraduate, whether or not they supported California Proposition 19, a measure to legalize and regulated marijuana.
Fifty-four percent said they supported the measure, while
only forty-one percent of Americans said they would support
the legalization of marijuana in a Pew poll. Similarly, 26 percent of MIT students said they would not support the measure, compared to over half of all Americans to the similar
Pew question.
Overall, MIT students also took a very different stance on
a question of evolutionary origins, compared to Pew results
from an identical question. 75 percent of MIT students felt
that living things evolved due to natural processes, compared
to 52 percent, a bare majority, of surveyed Americans.

What best explains your views on the
existence of life in its current form?
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Is the country headed in the right direction?

MIT overall
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Average
Other

Here at MIT, undergraduates are proud of
their distinct living group culture — and our
political views may reflect some of those differences. On a scale with 2 as “very liberal,” 1 as
“liberal,” 0 as “moderate,” -1 as “conservative,”
and -2 as “very conservative,” (“political index”) Senior House was the most liberal dorm
in terms of general political views, and McCormick was the most conservative. McCormick
was also the only undergraduate residence to,
on average, lean conservatively of “moderate.”
Applying the same methodology to academic departments, and counting graduates and
undergraduates, Course 24 (Linguistics and
Philosophy) was the most liberal, and Course
16 (Aeronautics and Astronautics) was the most

conservative — but still leans liberal overall.
Indeed, Course 16 students respondents
generally took more conservative stances on
the issues. When asked whether they thought
military action in Iran could be justified if it
meant preventing them from developing nuclear weapons, 48 percent of Aero/Astro said yes,
compared to only 30 percent of MIT students
as a whole.
We also found that graduates were slightly,
but significantly, more liberal than undergraduates. Graduates had a political index just shy
of 0.6 (with 1 representing just “liberal”), while
undergraduates had an index of about 0.4.
These differences were robust to only analyzing the political views of undergraduates and

Course 5

Course 24

Course 11

Architecture

Course 4
Course 7
Course 8

No change:
Increase:

ESD

graduates who were U.S. citizens.
Finally, please recognize that all of these
numbers suffer from response bias, as all surveys do. They tell us a lot about those who took
the survey, but may not hold for those who
didn’t. Our purpose with this survey was to
find some general and interesting trends about
how MIT students felt concerning certain political issues, and how they roughly compare to
Americans at large, and other people our own
age.
You may also recognize that we asked a lot
more questions than the ones we’re presenting
here — we hope to continue to find interesting
results and release them in the coming weeks.
Look for them in the Opinion section!
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Comparisons between MIT students and Americans at large may be useful in some
cases, but we also asked how we stand relative to people our own age. Most of our respondents, 82 percent, were between the ages of 18 and 27, and an additional 16 percent
reported being 28 years or older. Thus, we considered comparisons between MIT graduate and undergraduate students and data from other polls of 18–29 year olds to be appropriate.
Somewhat disappointingly, significantly fewer MIT students overall are registered to
vote compared to Americans at large and 18–29 year olds (“young adults”). 77 percent of
young adults at a 4-year college, as reported by a September-October study conducted by
the Harvard University Institute for Politics, are registered to vote — but only 66 percent of
undergraduates respondents at MIT said the same.
But MIT students may be more optimistic about the state of affairs in this country.
When asked if they thought the country was headed in the right direction, 34 percent of
MIT students overall said yes, compared to only 18 percent of 18–29 year-olds who responded to a similar question. Considering only students enrolled at 4-year colleges, 31
percent of MIT undergrads felt the country was headed in the right direction, significantly
more than the 25 percent who said the same from other colleges.
Finally, we still buck the trend in our general political leaning compared to people our
own age. Asked to describe their general political views, 52 percent of MIT students classified themselves as leftwards of moderate, while only 15 percent classified themselves
as rightwards of moderate. In comparison, 37 percent of young adults said they were liberal or leaning liberal, and 34 percent said they were conservative or leaning conservative. Since the relevant question from the Harvard University Institute for Politics differed
somewhat from ours, these results can be taken with a grain of salt.

Compared to the U.S.

Overall social views

Very
Conservative
9%

Very
Liberal
8%

Last week, The Tech surveyed graduate
and undergraduate students at MIT on
their views about important political issues facing the country. We covered issues like embryonic stem cell research,
global warming, the legalization of marijuana, and more. We also asked students
to characterize themselves politically. And
to facilitate comparisons between MIT
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Steal My Comic by Michael Ciuffo

Somewhere on the Search for Meaning by Letitia Li

by Jorge Cham
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Solution, page 15
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Solution, page 15

ACROSS
1 Maternal flower?
4 Travail
9 Cause for a blessing?
14 Ecol. watchdog
15 In the know
16 French river
17 Sound intensity units: abbr.
18 Hogwarts’ student
20 Hardest to fathom?
22 Hebrew letter
23 Former Heavyweight
Champion
26 Writer Umberto
29 Needle case
30 Toshiba rival
31 Rider’s whip
32 Bonus periods
35 Oscillates
38 Director of “Rain Man”
41 Guard
42 Anatomical pouch
43 Roughly
44 DDE’s rival
46 Masseur’s target

50 Opposite of SSE
51 Phillie with eight gold
gloves
55 Alaska’s first governor
57 Singer Flack
58 Hatchet-wielding
temperance advocate
62 Like some meds.
63 Up to
64 Renter’s contract
65 Shea player
66 Ill-gotten gains
67 Private, as thoughts
68 12th graders
DOWN
1 Be a busybody
2 Optimistic
3 Capital of Lesotho
4 Massachusetts medical
clinic
5 Inundated
6 Coen film, “__ Fink”
7 Boston’s Bobby
8 Actor Alejandro

9 Medicinal plants
10 Camp beds
11 Until now
12 Lode load
13 Done, to Donne
19 Opposite of post21 Preceding
24 Tool for evening
25 DLII times II
27 “Fargo” director
28 Saturn’s wife
31 Waterfall
33 Cycle starter?
34 Equivalent wd.
36 Again, in music
37 Cellular letters
38 Swiss capital
39 Be ruled by
40 Regan’s father
41 Family member
45 Born in Damascus, say
47 PC inserts
48 More blistering
49 Forces from
51With merriment

52
53
54
56

Miller or Jillian
Bullwinkle, e.g.
Doubleday of baseball
“True __”

58
59
60
61

Chicago pro
Year in Acapulco
Clay, nowadays
Half a score

Bose is pleased to offer special
savings for all students,
employees and retirees of M.I.T.
by Jerry Holkins
and Mike Krahulik

The New Kid

Receive savings on most Bose®products, including the acclaimed
Wave®music system, home entertainment systems, headphones,
and solutions for today’s most popular portable music devices.

®

Bose Wave® music system – SoundLink®

QuietComfort 15 ®
®
Acoustic Noise Cancelling headphones

®

®

Computer MusicMonitor

Fun Fun Fun Fun Fun Fun Fun Fun Fun Fun Fun Fun Fun Fun Fun Fun Fun Fun Fun Fun Fun Fun

Crossword Puzzle

Please direct all inquiries to the “M.I.T. Purchase Program.”

1- 8 0 0 -29 8 - BOSE
(2673)

©2010 Bose Corporation. Patent rights issued and/or pending. Delivery is subject to product availability.
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Students rate Obama
In the Tech’s politics survey, students rated the President and
Congress more favorably than the rest of the US did.
Congress Rating

Obama Rating

MIT overall

MIT overall

Pew Research
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Excellent

1

Pew Research
1

Good

44

28

Good

19

12

Fair

29

30

Fair

46

35

Poor

14

27

Poor

31

45

1

5

2

7

No response/
Don’t know

No response/
Don’t know

Feng Wu—The Tech

Nightmarket visitors gather to watch Chinese Yo-yo performances on Saturday night in Lobdell.
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Flynn’s approach supported by UA President, VP
Flynn, from Page 1
Flynn takes the position vacated by
Jed Wartman, whose title was Assistant Dean for Student Activities.
Her title now also includes Assistant Dean and Director for Student
Leadership and Engagement Programs.
Hawkins said he wanted “to get
a sense of whether she was aware
of the state of student engagement
at MIT, good or bad.” Flynn replied
that she does not have a sense of it
yet.
Speaking after the meeting,
Hawkins defined ‘student engagement’ as “decision-makers engaging student leaders in the process
of making decisions that affect students.”
“I’m pretty happy with the student engagement that’s going on
with housing issues,” Hawkins
added. “I talked to Dennis Collins,
the director of housing, for an hour
today and learned a lot about W1,
the Phoenix Group, renovations
over the summer, and what’s going on with the fire alarms. It was
a really good two-way discussion.
I consider myself lucky in terms of
student engagement.”
However, feelings on the subject of student engagement range,

he said. “Obviously, our dining Student Activities.
students keep balance.”
government and the residential life
chair recently quit, and I believe
“Students have a really close re“You’re no good in any program structure of faculty and studentthe reason for her resignation was lationship with the administration, if you’re not sleeping, if you’re not run houses, she noted.
frustration over poor student en- because the administration really taking care of yourself,” Flynn said.
As for long-term plans in her
gagement,” Hawkins said. “This is made space to hear their voices,” “In the past, I’ve done this through new role, Flynn is going to wait and
MIT; time is precious, and she felt Flynn said. “I came here with that one-on-one conversations with see. However, diversity initiatives
like hers was being wasted.”
philosophy, and I support that phi- students. That was a smaller stu- and the hiring of a new assistant
UA President Vrajesh Y. Modi losophy.”
dent population, but it’s not im- director are definitely on the agen’11 and Vice President Sammi G.
To get to know more students, possible here.”
da, she added.
Wyman ’11 said they appreciated Flynn is holding an open meeting
Though Flynn does see similarThe new assistant director will
Flynn’s philosophy of openness time from 4 p.m. to 5:30 p.m. on ities between SUNY and MIT, she fill the role vacated by Marlena
with students.
Thursday in the Student Activities said there are many differences.
Martinez Love, who was recently
“One of the things that I liked Office on the fifth floor of the Stu“You have such a unique, won- appointed assistant dean and diabout what she said was that she dent Center.
derful culture, and I’ll need help rector of Fraternities, Sororities,
was going to take the time to get
In addition to fostering an open navigating that,” Flynn said.
and Independent Living Groups.
to know the student body before relationship between her office
Two such unique aspects are The search will probably begin in
starting to make changes,” Modi and students, Flynn wants “to help the “heavily student-run” student the spring, Flynn said.
said. “I definitely think she’s on
the right track with a very open approach.”
“The students will be very lucky
to have her as a resource,” Wyman
said.
Hawkins agreed. “I liked that
she recognized the fact that MIT
is full of culture and tradition, and
there is a vast array of different cultures here,” he said. “It’s good that
she’s willing to listen, take it slow,
and engage students.”
Thurs. Nov. 4 12:00 Noon, Grier Rooms 34-401
Flynn said she brings her open
Open
to
all
EECS
undergrad & grad students! 85 EECS students went global thru MISTI in 2010!
attitude from her previous position at SUNY, where she worked
cor sum nos
doloreet elesseq
uatuera esectem doloboreet, con heniscidunt at, quat dolobore diam,
for eight years asHenisi.
assistantPat,
director
Brazil:
mit-brazil@mit.edu
and then director
of
the
Office
of
Magnim do doloreet,Greater
conulput
wisi exmit-china@mit.edu
ex eu facincilit alit iustissed eugue vel dolore vent
China:
France:
mit-france@mit.edu
Germany:
mit-germany@mit.edu
India:
mit-india@mit.edu
Israel:
mit-israel@mit.edu
Italy:
mit-italy@mit.edu
Japan:
mit-japan@mit.edu
Mexico:
mit-mexico@mit.edu
Spain:
mit-spain@mit.edu

EECS-MISTI International Summer Internships!
2011 Global Opportunities Lunch Meeting

LEGAL COUNSEL

MIT students, family, employers and
start-ups seeking U.S. legal counsel,
campus or office consultation. Call:

James Dennis Leary, Esq.
321-544-0012

Are you a redditor‽
We have narwals!
And bacon!

join@tech.mit.edu

617-904-7272
www.papajohnsmit.com
Open till 3am, 7 days
We accept MIT Tech Cash

Graduate Women at MIT

http://www.eecs.mit.edu/international/

http://web.mit.edu/misti/

LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE

More information & RSVP at:
http://gsc.mit.edu/gwamit/leadership

Blazing Your Own Path to Success
November 8-10, 2010

Keynote: “Innovation Leadership”
Dr. Sophie Vandebroek, CTO of Xerox & President of the Xerox Innovation Group
Following opening remarks by MIT President Susan Hockfield, Dr. Vandebroek will reveal her personal
recipe for successful innovation. Networking reception with refreshments and hors d’oeuvres 5-6 pm.

Negotiation Seminar - How to Get What You Want!

Prof. Deborah Kolb, Ph.D., author and expert on gender issues in negotiation
Learn how to ask for the mentors, support, resources, assignments and promotions you want and deserve!

Assertive Communication Workshop (RSVP)

Prof. Roberta Pittore, M.B.A.
Learn how to speak up and express your point of view in a way that gets heard!

Dress for Success. One Complete Wardrobe. One Suitcase.

Sheri Falk, designer and owner of the BASIQUES store on Newbury St.
Do you want to learn how to project a professional and stylish image that will be taken seriously?
This workshop will teach you how.

Personal Leadership Evaluation Workshop (RSVP)

The Leadership Evolution for Graduate Students (LEGS) program
Understand your leadership personality traits and behavior in individual and group settings and take the
DiSC self-assessment test. Dinner served at 5:30.

Sponsors:

Mon. 11/08
4:00-6:00 PM
Microsoft NERD
1 Memorial Dr.
Tues. 11/09
5:00 - 6:30 PM
56-114
Wed. 11/10
10:30 AM - noon
68-181
Wed. 11/10
3:00 - 4:30 PM
32D-463

Wed. 11/10
6:00-8:00 PM
(dinner at 5:30)
6-104
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Left: SAm Range — The Tech; RIGHT: MIT Security and Emergency Management Office

A security camera overlooks the vehicle entrances to campus on both sides of Bldg. 66; it was installed in early September. Left: The camera is mounted on Building E15,
the old Media Lab building (inset: detail on the camera). Right: Still frame from the security camera. It includes the gate to McDermott Court between the East Campus dormitory
and Bldg. 66, and the driveway to the new courtyard in front of Bldg. 76, the Koch Institute.

Royal Bengal
Boston’s only authentic Bengali Cuisine restaurant

Open Daily Except Monday
11:30 am – 11:30 pm
Lunch Buffet $7.95
Reasonably Priced Dinners

313 Mass. Ave., Cambridge
(617) 491-1988
T: Red Line, Bus #1 – Central Square

10% Discount on $15
(or more) order with MIT ID.

Free delivery for orders over $10.
Take-out, platters, and catering available.
http://www.royalbengalrestaurant.com/

SPERM DONORS
Earn up to
per month
Invest minimal time
Make a real difference in the lives of families
Receive free health and genetic screenings

APPLY ONLINE:

SPERMBANK.com
- convenient Cambridge location

Feng Wu—The Tech

SaveTFP’s annual Spooky Skate is all about dressing up and having fun on ice. The event took place
on Saturday night at Johnson Ice Rink.
Following opportunity is open to eligible Sophomore and/or Junior students in the

School of Engineering and the School of Science

THE BARRY M. GOLDWATER SCHOLARSHIP
The Barry M. Goldwater Scholarship and Excellence in Education Program was
established by Congress in 1986 to honor Senator Barry M. Goldwater, who served his
country for 56 years as a soldier and statesman, including 30 years of service in the U.S.
Senate. The purpose of this Program is to provide a continuing source of highly qualified
scientists, mathematicians, and engineers by awarding scholarships to college students
who intend to pursue careers in these fields.
The Goldwater Program provides scholarships of up to $7500 per academic year.
Sophomore scholarship recipients will be eligible for two years of scholarship support.
Junior scholarship recipients will be eligible for one year of scholarship support.
If you feel you are qualified for one of these prestigious awards, please discuss this
with your academic advisor or your Department Head.
Nominations must be from YOUR DEPARTMENT and are due at the School of
Science or School of Engineering Dean’s Office (as appropriate to your major) by

November 12, 2010

For further information:
Contact your Undergraduate Officer,
http://www.act.org/goldwater/ or http://web.mit.edu/engineering/goldwater.html
School of Engineering contact: Maria Marangiello, x3-8012, mariam@mit.edu
School of Science contact: Elaina Burke, x4-5691, eidzenga@mit.edu

INNOVATING | MENTORING | BUILDING CAPACITY

77 Massachusetts Ave., 4-104
Cambridge, MA 02139
617-253-0742
http://web.mit.edu/mitpsc

Nora Vrublevska—The Tech

No excuses, only opportunities
This space donated by The Tech

HallowMIT, the annual Halloween festival for MIT’s families, took place on Saturday, October 30
from 3 p.m. to 5 p.m. in Stata Center. Activities included pumpkin carving, face painting, balloon twisting, caricatures, arts and crafts, food, and games.
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At DC rally, political garb took a turn for the wacky
Rally, from Page 1

down for a comedy show, or for
a concert. An hour into things I
began to wonder if the rally was
going to have a central point.
Jon Stewart did finally get to his
message, which turned out to
be a cross between bashing the
media and Congress and a plea
for actual cooperation. But even
he admitted that the gathering
was not about what he said, but
about how everyone showing
up made a statement that the
American people are tired of the
insanity and how we all want
to bring a little more rationality
into the country. I wish he had
gotten to it sooner, and that there
had been a bit more to it, but as
a satirist he was already a bit out
of his element when it came to
the serious parts. I was amazed
to hear later that critics said he
went too far.
I worry that the message won’t
last. On the plane ride home, I
saw that CNN had focused in on
two aspects of the rally: the comedy and the message about the
media. One of their guests argued
that it was a march of moderates,
calling it a political rally unrepresentative of everyone’s views. He
completely missed how this rally
of moderates was not in terms
of left and right, but in terms of

from the rally. Most people suspected there would be some
comedy and music, and the musicians they pulled together were
certainly impressive. I had some
hope that Stephen Colbert would
actually break character and use
the gathering to be sincere, but
I’ll admit that was a bit lofty. Not
too many of us expected to lose
cell phone service for three hours
when the local towers suddenly
had a few hundred thousand
extra phones to worry about.
That threw a wrench in my plans
to meet up with the myriad of
friends who had come, but c’est
la vie.
The audio wasn’t working well
at the beginning, so when the
Mythbusters were on stage chatting, we couldn’t hear a thing.
Chants of “Louder! Louder!”
swept the audience and, even
though I knew my voice wouldn’t
be heard by the sound guys, as
long as it advanced up the line, I
felt had done my part. They had
it fixed up shortly after Stewart
took the stage.
Personally, I thought the
jokes and music went on for too
long. I enjoy laughing as much
as the next man, but I didn’t fly

This space donated by The Tech
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Solution to Crossword
from page 11

moderation versus extremism.
Still, I was impressed by the
MIT representation. It was great
surprising to see the guy with
the MIT jacket outside the Metro
holding a sign that said “I hope
today isn’t too windy so my sign
doesn’t blow away.” My friends
and I also met a group of TDC
alumni that saw our apparel and
started chatting about life at the
‘Tute. I suppose I should have
expected it, especially considering the rally’s reddit origins; although I’m just a lurker on the
website, I couldn’t stop myself
from yelling “upvote!” whenever
I saw the logo. College students
were disproportionately represented, but we were by no means
the only age group there.
In the end it was the number and the personalities of the
people that made it a worthwhile
venture. If you were able to be
there, thanks! And if you couldn’t
be there, take ten minutes and
watch Jon Stewart’s closing remarks. Talk to your friends about
the experience. I hope that it
makes a lasting change, but,
even if it doesn’t, I’m glad I was
able to hang out with my fellow
Americans in the nation’s capital
and attend a rally for something
worthwhile.

Elijah Jordan Turner—The Tech

At the “Rally to Restore Sanity and/or Fear”, many people dressed in costumes and held satirical signs. Over 200,000 people attended the event
hosted by Jon Stewart and Steven Colbert.
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Volleyball ends
season with win
Engineers enter NEWMAC
Tournament as 4th seed,
finish regular season 20-13
By Mindy Brauer
Daper staff

In the regular-season finale of women’s volleyball on
Saturday, MIT fell to NEWMAC rival the U.S. Coast Guard
Academy before sweeping Johnson & Wales
University in a non-conference tilt.
The Engineers reached the 20-win mark
for the 15th consecutive season as their
overall record moved to 20-13. Throughout
the program’s history, MIT has registered
double-digit win totals in 33 out of 35 seasons.

U.S. Coast Guard Academy defeats MIT, 3-2 (2125, 25-22, 25-19, 21-25, 15-8)
Jennifer Li ’11 led MIT (20-13, 6-3 NEWMAC) with
a match-high 18 kills to go along with six digs. Cecily L.
Joujon-Roche ’12 and Kelly E. Schulte ’12 both posted 12
kills and two blocks while Joujon-Roche added six digs
and three aces. Trinity P. Leonard ’13 notched 11 digs and
four kills as Kristine A. Bunker ’14 contributed four blocks
and four kills. Katie K. Spielbauer ’13 amassed 31 digs and
three aces while Natasha H. Jensen ’12 bolstered the defense with 10 digs. Sharon S. Hao ’14 dished out 45 assists
as Tatiana Berger ’14 chipped in six digs and four kills.

MIT defeats Johnson & Wales University, 3-0
(25-17, 25-14, 25-21)
Leonard posted 11 kills, nine digs, and two blocks
while Schulte contributed seven kills and three blocks for
MIT. Joujon-Roche contributed five kills and two aces as
Rachel A. Hunt ’14 and Emma S. Gargus ’14 both added
four kills. Bunker registered three blocks while Spielbauer
collected 11 digs. Hao and Alyssa L. Rothman ’13 shared
setting duties, finishing with 20 and seven assists, respectively.
The squad enters postseason play next week. MIT,
seeded No. 4 in the NEWMAC Championship Tournament, will host WPI in a quarterfinal match on Tuesday,
Nov. 2.

John A Hawkinson—The Tech

Jacqueline P. Simpson ’14 goes for the ball off the back of Middlebury’s scrum in the women’s rugby game
on Saturday. MIT beat Middlebury 28-15. MIT will face Bentley College in the Regional Finals on Saturday on
Briggs Field, at 1 p.m.

sports shortS

Engineers repeat as
NEWMAC champions for
fourth straight year
Three-time defending champion MIT had five runners
finish in the top eight — including a pair of freshmen —
and the Engineers won their fourth straight New England
Women’s and Men’s Athletic Conference (NEWMAC)
women’s cross country championship on Saturday afternoon at Moore State Park.

MIT, which finished with 24 points, had runners finish
second, third and fourth, with second place finisher Katherine J. Eve ’12 wrapping up the 5K layout
nearly eight seconds behind the individual
champion from Wellesley.
The course ran exceptionally fast as the
top 17 finishers all ran times faster than the
previous course record.
In addition to Eve, Engineer teammates Tania K. Morimoto ’12 (18:38.41) and Alina E. Gatowski ’11 (18:39.21)
turned in top five performances.
MIT freshman Martina A. de Geus ’14 was the race’s top
freshman finisher in seventh place with a time of 19:03.75
to earn the 2010 NEWMAC Rookie of the Year award.
—Greg McKeever, DAPER Staff

Report Card
on Obama
MIT experts assess Obama’s work on Afghanistan,
climate, and the economy.
Moderated by Richard Samuels,
Ford International Professor of Political Science
and director of CIS

Tues, Nov 9, 2010 | 4:30p - 6p
Bartos Theatre, MIT Bldg E15
20 Ames Street, Cambridge

ABOUT THE SPEAKERS
Minh Phan—The Tech

Christian Therkelsen ’11 (10) takes on two defenders from Wheaton College during Saturday’s game. The
Engineers tied with a final score of 1-1.

Upcoming Home
Events
Tuesday, November 2
Women’s volleyball vs. WPI

7 p.m., Rockwell Cage

Barry Posen
is Ford
International
Professor of
Political
Science at MIT
and director of the MIT
Security Studies Program.
He is an expert on U.S.
national security policy
and a signatory on the
recent Afghanistan Report.

Henry Jacoby,
from Sloan,
co-directs the
MIT Joint
Program on
the Science
and Policy of
Global Change-a world leader
in integration of the natural
and social sciences and policy
analysis in application to the
threat of global climate
change.

Simon Johnson,
from Sloan, is an
expert on the
financial sector
and economic
crises. He is the
co-author of 13 Bankers: The
Wall Street Takeover and The
Next Financial Meltdown, a
bestselling assessment of the
dangers now posed by the US
financial sector.

