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Play go ...

Learn joseki ...

Come to the second

MIT Go Club

Study
Drealk?

Come play team go! (rengo) All skill levels are welcome.
Thursday, May 6, 2010 in the Student Center,
Room 407, from 8-10 PM.
Contact mitgoclub-staff@mit.edu for more information.

GEITING INTO THE
AWESOME LEAGUE
OF AWESOME

. BY HOOK
OR BY CROOK

)
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The Internet pays

a visit to campus
Meme-fest ROFLcon FTW!

ROFLcon, from Page 1

searchers highlighted the changes
brewing on the 'net: The fragmen-
tation and commercialization of In-
ternet memes — because for better
or for worse, Internet subculture is
hitting the mainstream.

Legitimizing the internets

While the battle cry of ROFLcon
appeared to be “for the lulz,” ithad a
surprising academic presence.

“Usually we don’t lol at Chinese
lolcats and they don'’t lol at ours...
which is problematic!” said co-
keynote speaker Ethan Zuckerman
from Harvard, discussing the unify-
ing and fracturing potential of inter-
national memes.

Keynote speeches were given by
Zuckerman, member of The Berk-
man Center for Internet and Society
and danah boyd MS 02 from Mi-
crosoft Research. (boyd prefers to
render her name completely low-
ercase. She explains on her website
that “I am not my name; my name is
simply another descriptor of me.")
They discussed the problem that
memes are an individual cultural
phenomenon, and by not learning
about memes from other countries
we risk creating Internet and inter-
national communities that cannot
communicate with each other.

China is just one place our cul-
tures are diverging, Zuckerman
discussed. For instance, in China
which heavily censors YouTube, the
primary source of user-generated
video is Youku. If you search for

“We did not know
China had cute cat
technology”

—Ethan Zuckerman
FELLOW, BERKMAN CENTER

“funny cats” in Youku, it displays
thousands of videos, just like its
American counterpart. “This is of
terrifying geopolitical importance...
We did not know China had cute cat
technology.” Zuckerman said.

The real problem isn’t poten-
tially losing the lolcat race, but that
the cultures’ memes are diverging
because they are using different
websites: “Someday we may actual-
ly end up with Internets that aren’t
talking to each other and maybe
someday Internets that can’t talk to
one another. We need to meme at
each other!” said Zuckerman.

He displayed a map of the world
with numbers of memes that came
from each country. He was happy
to report though that while his-
torically Africa had produced no
memes, Kenya had recently creat-
ed its first. Makmende Amerudi, a
pseudo-Chuck Notris, has quickly
gone viral in Kenya. Web sites have
been established listing Makmende
facts, and his portrait has found its
way onto parody 10,000 shillings
notes.

Our task is to learn about these
other cultures’ memes, he said,
so that we can continue interact-
ing with them constructively. He
compared interacting with memes
to exchanging literature or news
stories. “The easiest way to cross
cultural barriers is to laugh,” Zuck-
erman said.

Other panels had a similar aca-
demic vibe. On Friday the creators
of My Mom is a FOB, Stuff White
People Like, and The Onion sat
down in an event titled “i can haz
dream?: race and the internet.” The
moderator of the panel discussion,
Lisa Nakamura from the University
of Illinois-Champaign, stated that
race is an important aspect of inter-
netuse: “When something claims to
be apolitical ‘just for the lulz’ it has
the potential to be racially transfor-
mative,” she said.

You don’t know meme

Not all panels were meant to be
SO serious; some were just meme-
creators sitting down and discuss-
ing their craft. Along with mod-
erators leading the discussion, the
audience asked questions to the
panelists online using their laptops
or phones.

Neil Cicirega, creator of the An-
imutation genre and series like Pot-
ter Puppets Pals, reminisced about
one of his fans: “I was reading about
this guy who had killed this girl and
was planning on eating her... I was
looking at his Geocities page, and
he linked to me as ‘some of the fun-
niest videos I've ever seen. He just
got life”

Joel Veitch of rathergood.com is
the creator of the deranged-squirrel
musical video “We Like the Moon,”
later the inspiration of a Quiznos
commercial, and the recent “The
Internet is Made of Cats” video. He
was asked why cats are inherently
funnier than dogs. “Cute animals
are an easy ... I started doing stuff
with little furry animals [because]
you can love them, but only in the
way you'd love a terrible diseased
child” Later on he added, “With a
dog, a dogloves you, and if you died
the dog will pine. But with a cat, it
pretends to love you, and if you
were to die it would just eat your
corpse.”

When asked how they actu-
ally created their viral memes, most
panelists credited luck instead of
skill or creativity. “However good
you are at it, you'll never create the
mystery and wonder that is Key-
board Cat” said Zuckerman. Cue
thunderous applause.

“Crisis of Weird”

I spent both days of the con-
ference in a constant state tip-of-
the-tongue frustration from seeing
people I knew I had seen before,
but couldn’t remember where. If
it weren'’t for the name tags, most
of the actual internet celebrities
wouldn’t have been recognized. It’s
not just that they look like us, it’s
that they are us.

More than once I heard some-
one say “oh that guy!” after long
scrutiny of someone’s face.

That's the reality of Internet fame
— creators of these memes are just
a couple of people like us who hap-
pened to get famous. I prefer it this
way; at the very least they’re not fa-
mous for merely being famous like
IRL celebrities, they've brought
something to the table, be it a lolcat
or Naked Obama on a Unicorn.

However, for being at MIT, I was
disappointed by the lack of MIT stu-
dentsIsaw. Besidesvolunteers, most
attendees didn’t appear to have any
connection to MIT and I saw more
than one student ask around what
the entire thing was about. How
can we expect to be global leaders
in anything if we don’t hascheez-
burgers? The Internet is a thriving
a culture as any other, and deserves
serious anthropological studying
just like anything else.

If the Internet is a series of tubes,
there were times this weekend when
it felt like I was climbing through
its sewers. The event’s programs,
designed after 90s era floppy-disk
casings, came packaged with an of-
ficial ROFLcondom imprinted with
a classy goatse icon.

Toscanini’s created a new flavor
of ice cream inspired by the confer-
ence, titled “The Internet.” The fla-
vor, a mixture of vanilla ice cream
and Nerds candy, highlighted, for
the most part, the demographic of
the event: white and nerdy.

As identified by danah boyd
and others throughout the confer-
ence, Internet culture is undergo-
ing a profound transition, becom-
ing increasingly commercialized
and marketed. much to the dismay
of those who remember its roots.
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Making money on the Internet in-
evitably means advertising and
merchandising, the coming of the
marketer. We're going through a
“national weirdness crisis,” boyd
said, where “memes immediately
become a commercial”

Most panelists were asked what
their dayjobswere. Veryfewhad any
outside of their web sites or blogs.
Hur of the cheezburger network has
forty employees and contractually
cannot discuss his income; David
DeVore, the big half from the video
David At the Dentist admitted he’s
made somewhere around $125,000
from it. While most people create
memes for the lulz, if the meme be-
comes viral their creators then keep
them going for the profits.

Therewas abubbling tension be-
tween those who create the memes
and those who profit from it. At the
event, I saw a clear distinction be-
tween those who were genuine at-
tendees and those who were from
businesses: those who belonged
and who didn’t. Two self-described
/b/tards heckled advertising agents
sitting in front of them, telling them
to leave and, subsequently, “show
me your tits.”

What memes we'll be telling —
or hiding — from our children in
five, ten, twenty years from now was
often asked of the panelists. How
much we'll let “the suits,” as boyd
stated, rule what we read and lol at

Royal Bengal

Boston’s only authentic Bengali Cuisine restaurant

in the future is the current question
— and crisis — the Internet is going
through.

In the past, the currency of the
internet was credit for work, but
with increasing commercialization,
Internet currency is now real cur-
rency, and it’s a matter of livelihood
who gets paid for what work. The
phenomenon of lolcats came from
4chan, and in the last panelist dis-
cussion, moot of 4chan asked Hur
of the cheezburger network, who
was profiting tremendously on oth-
er people’s work, what he was giv-
ing back to the Internet community,
if anything.

The underlying
motivations behind
memes may be
changing from
humor to money...

The underlying motivations
behind memes may be changing
from humor to money, but at least
in 2010 ROFLcon was a celebration
of hilarious memes. The existence
and ultimately successful run of an
event like ROFLcon suggests that
memes have socially important and
redeeming value and proves that
the Internet, funnily enough, is se-
rious business.
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Whether you are moving across
the state or across the world,

We offer:

Shipping and Packaging Services

Domestic and International Freight Services
Guaranteed Air Service

Storage Services ( free boxes )

Curbside Pickup ( ask for details )

Moving Supplies ( discounted boxes )
Mailbox Services

Discounts on International Shipments

S5 Ihe UPS Slecs conlins ate Indrpendontly owned and cpealed by icrased lia
ubalétary of United Pascel Service ol Ametica, Inc., a Delawaie corpora
location. Copyright £2007 Mail Baaes Eic, Inc. 41020050807

i ol Ml Boars Fic, Inc., aa Iedivecd
w5 and houts of opevatisn may vaiy by

S The UPS store

THE UPS STORE
9565 Massachusetts Ave., Cambridge, MA 02139

Pick up service and storage available (w/free boxes )

ATTETION COLLEGE STUDENTS

313 Mass. Ave,, Cambridge
(617)491-1988

Open Daily Except Monday
T:Red Line, Bus #1 — Central Square

Discounts on large international shipments
Extended hours: May 10" — June 5"

10 OFF

11:30 am - 11:30 pm
Lunch Buffet $7.95
Reasonably Priced Dinners

10% Discounton $15
(or more) order with MIT ID.
Free delivery for orders over $10.

Take-out, platters, and catering available.
http://www.royalbengalrestaurant.com/
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Dtechnique

¥

Only $60.
Order yours online:
technique.mit.edu
Pick-up at our booth outside LaVerdes, May 3-14.

Technique 2010

SPERM DONORS

Earn up to

.west minimal time
Make a real difference in the lives of families I
.ceive free health and genetic screenings

APPLY ONLINE:

SPERMBAN

Mon — Fri: 8:30 — 7:30 Sat: 9:00 - 6:00 Sun: 10:00 — 4:00
Sunday May 30" and Memorial Day: 9:00 — 4:00

617.868.5055 - www.theupsstorelocal.com/0681
store0681@theupsstore. com

Air and International
Shipments

W/ Student ID

The closest full service shipping center to MIT

Solution to Sudoku Solution to Crossword
from page 8 from page 8
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Addir £ Fellows

Dr. L. Mahadevan,
MacArthur Genius
Grant
recipient
2009

Speaker: Dr. Mahadevan
Professor of applied mathematics
and of organismic and evolution-
ary biology, Harvard University

A Search for
Meaning...
Through
Science

Thursday, May 6, 2010, 7:30 pm

W11—Religious Activities Center
(corner of Amherst and Mass. Ave.)

For people of all faiths, and none.
Dessert will be served.

Questions: ora@mit.edu
Website: studentlife.mit.edu/rl/addir_fellows

MIT Interfaith Dialogue




12 THE TECcH

SPORTS

SPORTS SHORTS

Track and field finish
2nd at New England
DIII Championships

Both the men’s and women’s track and
field teams finished in second place at the
NCAA Division III New England Champion-
ships last weekend.

The women’s team, ranked No. 9 in the
country, finished behind Williams College but
set four MIT records and 11 NCAA qualifying
marks. Portia M. Jones '12 set NCAA quali-
fying standards in four events, and won two
events, the 200m and 4x100 relay. Jacqueline
M. Wentz '10 had a pair of NCAA qualifying
times in the 800 and the 3000-meter Steeple-
chase, and won both events. Hazel L. Briner
’11 set a new MIT record in the heptathlon
with 4,262 points, good for second place. The
junior had second place finishes in the 100m
hurdles, 200m dash, 800m and shot put, in ad-
dition to a third in the high jump.

The men’s team held the tournament lead
throughout the weekend, but was edged by
Williams College in on the last event and fin-
ished five points short.

Stephen Morton led the Engineers, scor-
ing almost a fifth of MIT’s total points. Morton

won the long jump, one of four first-place fin-
ishes for the team.

MIT will participate in the NEICAAA
Championship next weekend at Northeast-
ern University. The Engineers will compete
against the top teams in the region from
across Divisions I, I and III, as the meet gets
underway on Friday, May 7 at 3:00 p.m.

— Greg McKeever, DAPER staff

Women’s lacrosse falls
in NEWMAC semifinals

The women’s lacrosse team fell to top-
seeded Babson College, 16-7, in the NEWMAC
Tournament semifinals Saturday.

Erica W. Little 11 led the Engineers with
three goals, and Casey M. Flynn "10 provided
three assists.

Babson controlled the entire game, jump-
ing out to a 4-0 lead. After an MIT goal, Bab-
son scored four more unanswered points and
extended their lead to 9-2 at halftime. They
eventually extended their lead to 12-2; MIT
made a comeback attempt with a 5-2 run in
the second half, but could not overcome the
deficit.

The Engineers close out their season with
an overall record of 9-7, finishing over .500 for
the second straight season.

— David Zhu, Sports editor

JESSICA LIU—THE TECH
The men’s lightweight varsity eight finishes just behind the University of Delaware in
their race on Saturday. The Engineers finished second by half a second.
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UPCOMING HOME EVENT

Wednesday, May 5

Baseball vs. Newbury College 4 p.m., Briggs Field

SCOREBOARD

Baseball
Saturday, May 1

vs. Trinity College L 6-3
vs. Trinity College W 7-2
Sunday, May 2

vs. Worcester St. College W 7-3

Men’'s Lacrosse

Saturday, May 1

vs. Clark University W 10-7

Women'’s Lacrosse

Saturday, May 1

at Babson College L 16-7
Men’s Track and Field
Saturdady, May 1

New England Division Ill Championship

2nd of 25

Women'’s Track and Field
Saturdady, May 1
New England Division Ill Championship

2nd of 25

Eating Disorder Treatment
Treatment of Adults Suffering from
Anorexia and Bulimia Nervosa

s 3 s ".".s,'-":{:; Informed clinicians refer their clients to
téE‘*." Seiied Laurel Hill Inn. LHI provides the most
S TR = 1’ effective treatment and deploys the highest
.. S =i 0% staff-to-client ratio in New England. We
w&& provide extensive programming in a highly
——— " structured and supervised non-institutional

therapeutic setting. Evening, day, and residential treatment as well as
weekly support groups in West Medford and West Somerville. Call
Linda at 781 396-1116 or visit www.laurelhillinn.com.

The Sloan (Course 15) Course Bidding System (Sloanbid)
Bidding Dates for Fall, 2010 Courses

https://sloanbid.mit.edu

First time logging in? Use your MIT ID as both your log in and password. Follow instructions on the site to
change your password or retrieve lost passwords. Once logged in, make sure and check that your information
(i.e. program of study and graduation date) is correct.

Institute-wide bidding for Sloan (Course 15) subjects*:

Opens 9:00 a.m., Thursday, May 13
Closes 5:00 p.m., Thursday, May 20

Waitlist Round for closed Sloan (Course 15) subjects:

Opens 9:00 a.m., Tuesday, July 13
Closes 5:00 p.m., Tuesday, July 27

Section Swap Round for changing sections of pre-enrolled Sloan (Course 15) subjects:

Opens 9:00 a.m., Friday, July 30
Closes 5:00 p.m., Friday, August 6

Please contact Scott Alessandro, salessan@mit.edu, if you have questions regarding Sloan
(Course 15) Course Bidding.

Successful bids will appear on your Registration Form on September 7 and will be posted on the
bidding website as of July 13 -- write down your password to check results!

*For 15.011, 15.075, 15.279, 15.301, 15.305, 15.310, 15.501, 15.516, and 15.668, you can sign
up directly through WebSIS starting May 3rd. It is not necessary to bid for these courses.




