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Only one ticket
for top UA spots

1o encourage competition,
UA extends filing deadline

By Meghan Nelson

STAFF REPORTER

Only one pair of candidates has
officially registered to run for Un-
dergraduate Association President
and Vice President this spring. In re-
sponse, the UA has extended its late
petition deadline for the presiden-
tial/vice presidential race to Thurs-
day, March 4.

The candidates are two UA sena-
tors, Vrajesh Y. Modi '11 of East
Campus, who is running for presi-
dent; and Samantha G. Wyman '11
of Burton-Conner, who is running
for vice president.

Election Commissioner Sun Kim
’10 decided to extend the registration
deadline this weekend. Kim said he
wanted to give more candidates the
chance to run in order to encourage
the spirit of competition.

The extended deadline would

“give time to those who were on the
fence” to decide to run, Kim said. Of-
ficial campaigning begins Wednes-
day, and by setting the deadline for
Thursday, late candidates still have
time to campaign before the UA
President/Vice President Debate on
Sunday.

Kim said that no one has con-
tacted him directly about submit-
ting late petitions, but that does not
mean people won't still sign up.

Even if Modi and Wyman remain
the only official candidates, write-in
candidates could still have a chance
of winning. Kim said even write-in
candidates can run a strong cam-
paign, mentioning the third place
finish last year of write-in candidates
Abdulaziz M. Albahar '10 and Tew-
fik R. Cassis "10. Write-in candidates
may also campaign, but they are still

UA Elections, Page 9

Can’t wipe these memories away

YUANYU CHEN—THE TECH
Minmin Yen "11 dodges a roll of toilet paper as she sings a modified version of “Zombie" by The
Cranberries during the Chorallaries’ nth Annual Concert in Bad Taste in 26-100 on Saturday. Throwing
toilet paper and paper airplanes before and during the concert is a Bad Taste tradition.

Three members of Tau
Epsilon Phi named in suit

Suit involves Clean Up Boat 2007 sodium explosion

comment further on the case.

WRAJESH MOD

EnsT Canemus SERATOR

GREG STEINBRECHER—THE TECH
Vrajesh Modi ‘11 and Samantha Wyman ‘11 are currently the only

By Yuliya Preger

STAFF REPORTER

Three members of MIT’s chap-
ter of Tau Epsilon Phi (tEp) have

been named
INSIDE defendants in a
More details ~ lawsuit by vol-
from the unteers for the
Clean Up Boat Charles  River
explosion Clean Up Boat

regarding a sodi-
um explosion in September 2007.

pair running for the positions of Undergraduate Association President
and Vice President. Both currently represent their living groups as sena-
tors. The deadline to file to run for President or Vice President has been

extended to March 4.

IN SHORT

Pre-sales for the Spring Weekend
Concert, featuring N.E.R.D and Su-
per Mash Brothers, started yester-
day at http://sao.mit.edu/tickets/.
The pre-sale period ends March 19,
after which tickets for students go
from $10 to $15. The concert is on
April 23.

The 2010 MIT Excellence Awards
Ceremony is tomorrow at 3 pm in
Kresge Auditorium.

The Building 54 strobe light is
back, after being broken for the past
several months.

Send news information and tips to

In a January 26 subpoena pre-

sented to the Division of Student
Life, plaintiffs Thomas Soisson and
Katherine Nardin requested docu-

ments relating to the tEp sodium
and potassium drops. Soisson
and Nardin sustained injuries in
2007 while volunteering with the
Clean Up Boat. Volunteers picked
up a piece of sodium, which later
exploded.

The lawsuit names Bhaskar
Mookerji G, Brian Neltner G, and
Matthew T. Peddie '09 of tEp as de-
fendants. Neltner was cited both
individually and in his capacity as
an officer, while Peddie was named
solely in his capacity as an officer.

It is unclear what “in his ca-
pacity as an officer” means, said
Mookerji. Mookerji declined to

The subponea to DSL requests
“any and all documents, reports,
and records in the possession cus-
tody and control” of DSL relating
to the tEp sodium and potassium
drops.

According to the Charles River
Clean Up Boat’s website, on the
day of the incident, one of the vol-
unteers retrieved an item which
resembled a rough piece of styro-
foam. After the object was placed
in a trash bin full of wet debris, it
began to smoke. Ultimately, the

TEP, Page 9

Back-end changes coming to Stellar

Alternatives to Stellars software architecture being investigated

By Pearle Lipinski
NEWS EDITOR

The software architecture
behind Stellar, MIT’s course
management system, is likely
to change within the next year,
while user interface will mostly
stay the same. Pilot changes to
the system may be implement-
ed over the summer, said Eric
Klopfer, Chair of the Faculty Ad-
visory Committee on Learning
Management Systems, which is

Next Generation.

While there are no plans to
replace Stellar in the immedi-
ate future, it is likely that the
underlying system will be fully
replaced within the next few
years.

“The existing Stellar is reach-
ing some limits in terms of ca-
pacity, pedagogical models, and
use cases. As a home grown sys-
tem, it has become resource in-
tensive to scale, change, support
and maintain, so in the long run

The planned changes would
not radically affect the users of
Stellar. Most changes would be
under-the-hood modifications
involving Stellar’s software ar-
chitecture. According to Klopfer,
the new Stellar could maintain
its old appearance, but run on a
third-party platform, such as the
proprietary Blackboard or open-
source Moodle. IS&T would
maintain and perform custom
work on the third-party code to
suit Stellar’s needs.

forms would be used, but hopes
to have a decision by the end of
the academic year.

If the summer pilot were to
be implemented with the new
platform, it would likely just be
an internal pilot with sample
courses used exclusively for test-
ing. A pilot program involving
actual courses is not likely for
some time, Klopfer said.

In the meantime, the current
generation of Stellar will contin-
ue to be maintained and used.

news@tech.mit.edu. tasked with developing the next it will likely be replaced,” said The LMS Committee has not

version of Stellar, called Stellar Klopfer. yet decided which of these plat- Stellar, Page 10
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Iranian authorities close two
opposition publications

The Iranian authorities on Monday closed two major op-
position publications, among the last to remain in circulation
as the government has suppressed its opponents’ communica-

tions in recent months.

Earlier, the authorities had blocked most opposition Web
sites inside Iran and slowed the Internet to a crawl to prevent
protesters from organizing demonstrations.

Both of the opposition publications, the daily newspaper
Etemad and the weekly magazine Iran Dokht, were linked to
Mehdi Karroubi, the outspoken opposition leader who chal-
lenged the government last week by calling for a referendum

on the government’s popularity.

The muzzling of the opposition publications follows a ruling
last week by the supreme religious leader, Ayatollah Ali Khame-
nei, that Karroubi and another opposition leader, Mir Hussein
Moussavi, have no place in politics.

The two men were candidates in last summer’s presidential
election, which they say was stolen by the government.

On Monday, Jaras, an opposition Web site, reported that
four journalists and a university professor were released after

two months in detention.

— Nazila Fathi, The New York Times

Vice Chairman of Fed to retire

WASHINGTON — The vice chairman of the Federal Re-
serve announced on Monday that he would retire in June, giv-
ing President Barack Obama an expanded opportunity to put
his stamp on the central bank as it faces a difficult balance be-
tween heading off inflation and addressing high levels of un-

employment.

The departure of the vice chairman, Donald L. Kohn, a 40-
year Fed veteran, means that Obama has three seats to fill on
the Fed’s seven-member board of governors at a time when the
central bank is weighing how aggressively to reverse the easy-
money policy it pursued during the financial crisis and reces-

sion.

The vacancies are likely to spur debate over the Fed’s pri-
orities. With unemployment near 10 percent and projected to
remain high for years to come, there is sure to be pressure on
the administration, especially from liberals, to nominate Fed
governors willing to adhere not just to the central bank’s mis-
sion of price stability but also its mandate of full employment,
a goal that has effectively taken a back seat to inflation fighting
over much of the last three decades.

— Sewell Chan, The New York Times

Greece urged to make more
budget cuts, tax increases

ATHENS — The commissioner for monetary affairs at
the European Union, Olli Rehn, said Monday that austerity
measures announced by the Greek government to stave off a
mounting fiscal crisis were “in the right direction” but not ad-
equate to reduce a bloated budget deficit by 4 percent this year
and tackle a debt crisis threatening the euro zone.

After talks with government and central bank officials in
Athens, Rehn reassured Greece of the European Commission’s
support for its efforts to revive the reeling economy, but he
stopped short of offering an emergency aid package.

He also called for additional austerity measures, in addi-
tion to the wage freezes and tax increases already announced
by the Socialist government in Greece, but he did not specify
what form these measures should take. “I want to encourage
the government to announce additional measures,” he said.

“Either you control your debt, or your debt will control your

economy,” he added.

— Niki Kitsantonis, The New York Times
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For districts policing failing
schools, Obama backs reward

By Jeff Zeleny

THE NEW YORK TIMES

WASHINGTON — President
Barack Obama said Monday that
he favored federal rewards for local
school districts that fire underper-
forming teachers and close failing
schools, saying educators needed
to be held accountable when they
failed to fix chronically troubled
classrooms and curb the student
dropout rate.

The president outlined his pro-
posal to offer $900 million in federal
grants, which would be made avail-
able to states and school districts
willing to take aggressive steps to
turn around struggling institutions
or close them.

The president’s proposal, which
was included in his 2011 budget
request to Congress, is his latest
criticism of America’s failing pub-
lic schools. In a speech at the U.S.
Chamber of Commerce, Obama
said federal aid would be available
for the districts that are home to the
2,000 schools that produce more
than half of the nation’s dropouts.

He spoke alongside former Sec-

retary of State Colin Powell and
his wife, Alma, who lead America’s
Promise Alliance, an advocacy
group dedicated to combating the
school dropout rate.

“We know that the success of
every American will be tied more
closely than ever before to the level
of education that they achieve,’
Obama said. “The jobs will go to the
people with the knowledge and the
skills to do them. It’s that simple.”

He singled out Central Falls
High School in Rhode Island, where
last week the school board voted to
dismiss the entire faculty as part of
a turnaround plan for the school,
which has a 48 percent graduation
rate.

At Central Falls High, he said,
just 7 percent of 1lth-graders
passed state math tests. Obama said
he supported the school board’s
decision to dismiss the faculty and
staff members.

“Our kids get only one chance at
an education and we need to get it
right,” he said.

The president’s comments in-
censed the leadership of the Ameri-
can Federation of Teachers, which

criticized Obama for “condoning
the mass firing” of teachers at the
Rhode Island school.

“We know it is tempting for peo-
ple in Washington to score political
points by scapegoating teachers,
but it does nothing to give our stu-
dents and teachers the tools they
need to succeed,” the president of
the union, Randi Weingarten, said
in a statement.

In their efforts to overhaul failing
public schools, Obama and Educa-
tion Secretary Arne Duncan have
frequently drawn the ire of teach-
ers’ unions.

In his speech on Monday,
Obama said states would be asked
to identify schools that perform at
persistently low levels, with gradua-
tion rates of 60 percent or less.

To qualify for the federal mon-
ey, known as School Turnaround
Grants, he said, the school districts
must agree to take at least one of
the steps: firing the principal and
at least half the staff of a troubled
school; reopening it as a charter
school; or closing the school alto-
gether and transferring students to
better schools in the district.

‘Hero of Ukraine’ Bandera splits
nation, both inside and out

By Clifford J. Levy

THE NEW YORK TIMES

STARYI UHRYNIV, UKRAINE —
Half a century after his death at the
hands of the KGB, Stepan Bandera,
a World War II partisan, has not lost
his ability to rally Ukrainians against
Russia — and against each other.

Monuments to Bandera have
sprung up across western Ukraine,
his fight for the country’s inde-
pendence glowingly recounted to
school children on field trips. But
in eastern Ukraine and as far away
as Moscow and Brussels, Bandera is
reviled as a Nazi puppet.

As his presidency was ending,
Viktor A. Yushchenko named Ban-
dera a “Hero of Ukraine,” one of
the country’s highest honors. That
touched off a political battle. Al-
ready, eastern Ukrainians have held
protests, burning Bandera in effigy.

Viktor E. Yanukovich, who suc-
ceeded Yushchenko as president

last week, has come under pressure
to revoke the award, not only from
Russia but also from the European
Parliament. Such a move, though,
would stir a backlash in western
Ukraine.

Yanukovich who is from eastern
Ukraine, has criticized the award,
but has so far not said what he will
do about it.

The reactions to the Bandera
honor highlight a schism that
has caused so much instability in
Ukraine in recent years. National-
ists in the west speak Ukrainian and
loathe Russian influence. In the east
are Russian speakers who feel a kin-
ship toward Moscow.

Bandera is famed in western
Ukraine for leading the drive for
independence against the Soviet
Union and Poland in the 1930s and
1940s. In 1941, at the height of the
upheaval of World War II, he issued
a proclamation declaring Ukraine
an independent state. It did not

realize that goal until the collapse
of the Soviet Union in 1991, but he
is regarded by some as a founding
father.

“Every people, every nationality,
has a right to their own government
and their own history,” said Stepan
Lesiv, director of a Bandera mu-
seum here in Staryi Uhryniv, a vil-
lage in southwestern Ukraine where
Bandera was born.

Russia, Poland and Jewish
groups see Bandera very differ-
ently: To them, he was a fascist who
joined forces with the Nazis around
the time that they attacked the Sovi-
et Union. Bandera was assassinat-
ed by the KGB in 1959 in Munich,
where he lived in exile.

Yushchenko’s decision seemed
intended to secure his reputation as
a president who reinvigorated the
Ukrainian nationalist movement. It
certainly did not escape his notice
that the move would enrage Russia,
his nemesis.

Grey haven

By Brian H.Tang

STAFF METEOROLOGIST

With weather more reminis-
cent of the Pacific Northwest,
we've been mired in clouds with
intermittent rain and snow for
the better part of a week. The
wind and rain storm Thursday
evening sent gusts roaring over
60 mph (97 kph) from Bos-
ton to Concord, NH knocking
down trees, tearing off roofs,
and even sending a shed full of
snow tubes flying across 1-495.
While we got the brunt of the
wind and rain, New York City
experienced its fourth largest
snow storm on record with 20.9
inches (53 cm) in Central Park.
The higher elevations of the

Green and White Mountains
in northern New England re-
ceived more than 3 feet (91 cm)
of snow, a boon to ski resorts
which have been desperate for
natural snow.

The storm responsible
for last week’s fury has since
moved off the coast, but it has
become reinvigorated south
of Nova Scotia and has sent an
army of clouds back toward us.
Unfortunately, another storm
currently near Florida waits
in the wings to replace it. That
storm will guarantee another
predominately gray week and
possibly some sprinkles or flur-
ries tomorrow. At the latest,
the sun does promise to return
Thursday afternoon or Friday.

Extended Forecast

20mph. High 37°F (3°C).

Low 30°F (-1°C).

Today: Cloudy. NE winds around 5mph. High 42°F (6°C).
Tonight: Cloudy. Calm winds. Low 32°F (0°C).
Tomorrow: Cloudy with sprinkles or flurries. NE winds 15-

Thursday: Cloudy in the morning, then gradual clearing
in the afternoon. N winds 15-20 mph. High 39°F (4°C).
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Data shows Toyota Camrys
not recalled also had problems

By Bill Vlasic

THE NEW YORK TIMES

Toyota hasrecalled 6 million cars
in the United States over concerns
about sudden acceleration. But an
analysis of government documents
shows that many Toyota Camrys
built before 2007, which were not
subject to recalls, have been linked
to a comparable number of speed-
control problems as recalled Cam-
rys.

While owners of all makes of
vehicles have filed complaints with
the government about speed con-
trol problems, the analysis — based
on a review of 12,700 complaint re-
cords in the United States over the
last decade by The New York Times
— reveals that Toyota had more
complaints involving crashes than
any other carmaker.

Many of the complaints were
about vehicles not covered by re-
calls.

The 2002 Camry, for example,
had about 175 speed-control com-
plaints. Roughly half of those in-
volved crashes.

By comparison, the 2007 Camry,

which was recalled, was the subject
of about 200 speed-control com-
plaints, with fewer than a quarter of
those resulting in accidents.

In all, federal safety regulators
said they had received complaints
alleging that unintended accelera-
tion in Toyota vehicles caused 34
deaths.

In his congressional testimony
last week , James E. Lentz III, the
president of Toyota Motor Sales
USA, noted that other auto manu-
facturers had had complaints of
sudden acceleration.

Of the 12,700 National Highway
Traffic Safety Administration con-
sumer complaints analyzed by The
Times, the Ford Motor Co. had the
most, about 3,500.

Toyota ranked second, with
about 3,000 complaints, but those
were linked to far more accidents —
1,000 — compared to 450 crashes
for Ford.

All told, from 2000 through 2009,
Toyota had one speed-control crash
complaint per 20,454 vehicles sold
in the United States. Ford had one
complaint per 64,679 vehicles.
Honda had one per 70,112 and GM

one per 179,821.

Asked about The Times’ find-
ings, a Toyota spokesman said on
Monday that pre-2007 Camrys had
been investigated and cleared of
defects in three previous inquiries
by the safety agency.

“At the conclusion of these in-
vestigations, no specific evidence
of a trend regarding safety issues
was found,” said Brian Lyons, the
spokesman.

A separate examination by The
Times of Transport Ministry re-
cords in Japan revealed a similar
finding. In reports since 2001, Toy-
ota vehicles have been cited with a
greater frequency in complaints of
sudden acceleration than those of
other major carmakers.

The Times analysis of com-
plaints in the United States covered
those filed since 2000 involving all
makes and models of cars manu-
factured this decade. A complaint
about speed control may indicate
that the vehicle accelerated exces-
sively or inadequately.

The single largest source of these
complaints was the 2007 model
Camry.

In California, a divided

Republican Party smells blood

By Adam Nagourney

THE NEW YORK TIMES

BURBANK, CALIE — If Repub-
licans are to have a serious chance
of capturing control of the U.S. Sen-
ate in November, they must win in
traditionally Democratic states like
California, where Sen. Barbara Box-
er, a three-term Democrat, is show-
ing signs of vulnerability.

But before Republicans get a
clear shot at Boxer, they will have
to overcome deep divisions within
their own party — divides that re-
flect both the grass-roots energy
surging through the conservative
movement and the tensions be-
tween the party’s moderate and
conservative wings.

There are certainly more vul-
nerable Democratic Senate seats in
the country, but early polls in Cali-
fornia suggest that Boxer is facing
what could be the toughest election
of her career. Her difficulties in a
state that has for 20 years proved re-
liably Democratic in national elec-

tions suggests how the pendulum
has swung against Democrats in
just a year. Her potential problems
are a function more of this political
climate than of any position or vote
she has taken.

Still, for Republicans, this could
end up being a repeat of a play they
have seen before: a promising op-
portunity escaping them in a state
where Democrats have the edge of
1.5 million more voters registered.

Three Republican candidates
are in a lacerating battle for their
party’s nomination: Carly Fiorina,
the wealthy former chief executive
of Hewlett-Packard; Tom Camp-
bell, a former member of Congress
who fits the moderate profile for the
kind of Republican who has won
statewide contests in the past; and
Charles S. DeVore, a state assem-
blyman who is presenting himself
as the Tea Party candidate.

Itis hard to see how Republicans
could win control of the Senate
without toppling Boxer. Democrats
control the chamber 59-41; Repub-

licans need 10 seats to take control,
since in an evenly divided Senate,
Vice President Joe Biden would cast
the tie-breaking vote in favor of the
Democrats. Eight Democratic seats
are considered vulnerable, but Re-
publicans must hold on to at least
four of their own seats that appear
vulnerable. Even if Republicans
won all those highly contested rac-
es, they would still need two more
victories, and at the moment Cali-
fornia might be their best chance to
expand the battlefield.

Democrats fear that a Supreme
Court decision allowing corpora-
tions to spend freely on political
campaigns could encourage a flood
of advertising against Boxer.

She is clearly aware of the threat
to her re-election and has moved
forcefully to deal with it. She has al-
ready raised nearly $11 million.

“If you're asking me if Republi-
cans have a chance to beat me, I'm
going to answer this way: I never
take any election for granted,” Boxer
said in an interview.

Despite readiness for quake, Chile
struggles as rescue etforts continue

By Alexei Barrionuevo
and Marc Lacey
THE NEW YORK TIMES

ANGOL, CHILE — Chile’s gov-
ernment, after initially waving off
outside aid, changed course Mon-
day as the devastation from the
powerful earthquake sunk in and
the nation’s pressing needs became
clear.

With the desperation of many
Chileans mounting, the United Na-
tions said that the government had
asked for generators, water filtra-
tion equipment and field hospitals,
as well as experts to assess just how
much damage was caused by Satur-
day’s earthquake.

Chile has always been consid-
ered Latin America’s most earth-
quake-ready country. Its children
learn to run for cover during quake
drills before learning to read. Its
building codes are robust. Its disas-
ter manual is thick, laying out all the
scenarios for the temblors that are a

regular part of life.

But despite all that, the powerful
quake that jolted Chileans awake
has left the country reeling. Col-
lapsed bridges and damaged road-
ways have made it difficult to even
get to some areas. Downed phone
lines and cellular towers have made
it impossible to communicate. And
many residents in the most dam-
aged areas have not only taken food
from supermarkets, but also robbed
banks, set fires and engaged in oth-
er forms of lawlessness.

The quake has also exposed the
fact, experts say, that although Chile
is one of the most developed coun-
tries in the region, it is also one of
the most unequal, with huge pock-
ets of urban and rural poor, who
suffered most in the quake.

It was not just the violent shak-
ing that tore apart Chile, but also the
surge of waves that swept in along
the coast, washing away homes.

A perception has begun to set
in among many residents that the

country was not as well-prepared
as it had thought. In Santiago, those
left homeless after their brand-new
and supposedly earthquake-resis-
tant apartments suffered severe
structural damage are furious. Chil-
eans are wondering aloud why food
is not getting to the hungry faster
and why the politicians and soldiers
seem unresponsive.

As each day passes, it becomes
clearer in Chile that those needs
are huge. The numbers of damaged
buildings is increasing, not just from
aftershocks but from troublemakers
who have set fire to businesses in
the damage zone.

President Michelle Bachelet has
just 10 days left in office, leaving her
successor, Sebastian Pinera, little
time to get up to speed on govern-
ing. One official in the current ad-
ministraton, who did not have au-
thorization to speak on the record,
suggested that the looming transi-
tion was already complicating the
government response.

THE TEcH 3

As ‘untouchable’ army is forced
to ebb, power realigns in Turkey

ISTANBUL — The detention of top military officers in Turkey
last week was nothing less than a quiet piece of history. The mili-
tary, long considered untouchable in Turkey, was pushed from its
political pedestal with startling finality.

The moment, years in the making, was more whimper than
bang. But now that it is here, it raises an existential question for this
NATO member: What sort of country will Turkey be?

The question goes to the very heart of modern Turkey, a Mus-
lim democracy whose military was a potent force in the country’s
political life for most of its 86-year history. Its strictly secular ideol-
ogy permeated all aspects of public life, including the education
system, the judiciary and the bureaucracy. The military, long con-
sidered the ultimate guardian of that secularism, has overthrown
elected governments to protect it.

Not only has the military been politically defanged, but it has
proved unable or unwilling to fight back. Dozens of officers were
detained last week, and several senior ones were arrested. Top mil-
itary leaders met and managed to produce only a brief statement,
never mind a coup.

“What came out of that?” said Baskin Oran, a professor of in-
ternational relations at Ankara University. “A big nothing. This is
finished. Turkey has crossed the border”

Now the country is shedding its skin, sloughing off an outdated
doctrine, but nervous about what will take its place.

“The old ideology is bankrupt, that much we know,” said Soli
Ozel, a professor of political science at Bilgi University.

— Sabrina Tavernise, The New York Times

Supreme Court dismisses case

on Guantanamo detainees

WASHINGTON — The Supreme Court said on Monday that it
would not decide a case involving Chinese Muslims detained for
eight years at Guantanamo Bay that had been set for argument this
month.

The prisoners, captured in Afghanistan in 2001, have been de-
termined to pose no threat to the United States, but the govern-
ment has opposed their request to be released here.

In October, the court agreed to decide whether a federal judge
in Washington had the power to order the men released into the
United States. But other countries have recently said they would
accept the detainees, and on Monday the justices said that factual
developments since it agreed to hear the case “may affect the legal
issues presented.” In an unsigned three-paragraph decision, the
court erased the appeals court decision in the case and sent it back
to the lower courts for re-examination.

The case involves prisoners at Guantanamo from the largely
Muslim Uighur region of western China. The prisoners do not want
to be returned to China, where they are considered terrorists and
where they fear torture or execution.

— Adam Liptak, The New York Times

2,000 Dept. of Transportation
furloughs linked to Congress

WASHINGTON — The U.S. Department of Transportation said
it furloughed 2,000 workers on Monday as a politically charged
impasse over unemployment benefits interrupted spending on a
handful of federal programs and escalated tensions in Congress.

With no quick resolution in sight, Democrats characterized the
decision by one Republican to block the jobless aid and highway
construction financing as an example of the practical consequenc-
es of regular opposition by Senate Republicans.

In an effort to end the stalemate, Sen. Jim Bunning, R-Ky., who
is insisting on a point of parliamentary procedure to block the leg-
islation, offered to lift his objection if an agreement was made to
use unspent economic stimulus money to cover the $10 billion cost
of the unemployment aid, which would go to those who have al-
ready exhausted their benefits.

“We cannot keep adding to the debt,” Bunning said Monday.
“It’s over $14 trillion and going up fast.”

But Democrats balked, saying that Republicans had not been
concerned about requiring Bush administration initiatives to be
paid for and that the unemployment aid amounted to an emer-
gency.

— Carl Hulse, The New York Times

Celebrities fund shows in a new
theatrical role: ‘Presenters’

Elton John hasn’t seen the Broadway play “Next Fall,” but he
has invested a six-figure sum in the $2 million production. Jay-Z,
Will and Jada Pinkett Smith, and their business partners have put
$3 million into the Broadway musical “Fela!” And Lily Tomlin has
just signed on as the lead promoter of a new one-man show off-
Broadway.

In earlier eras, when Broadway spawned its own stars, Rodgers
and Hammerstein or Andrew Lloyd Webber were imprimaturs of a
good show; more recently theater producers have cast movie stars
like Hugh Jackman and Jude Law to build an audience. Now the
latest idea is tapping marquee names from pop culture as investors
and “presenters.’

Such artists, who in general have put money into their shows,
tend to have little to no creative involvement in them; instead they
hope to use their prestige as tastemakers and trend-setters to help
shows stand out at a time of declining theater attendance. With
only about 30 percent of all Broadway plays and musicals turning a
profit each season, celebrity promoters say that they could become
a particular help to shows that lack household-name performers.

“There are no stars in the cast of ‘Next Fall, so I'm doing what I
can to raise its profile with my profile,” said John, who is presenting
“Next Fall” with his life and business partner, David Furnish, and
who recently taped promotional material for the show.

— Patrick Healy, The New York Times
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CORRECTIONS

A graph on page 8 of last Friday’s Tech, “Finboard Student Group Allocations,” was
labelled in a misleading fashion. The right axis, labelled “Percentage Requests Granted
(Gray),” should have been labelled as “Percent of Requested Funds Granted.” It is the

amount allocated by Finboard divided by the amount requested by student groups.

Democracy atrisk in the UA

Effective student leaders must earn their mandate

The deadline to declare candidacy
for Undergraduate Association Presi-
dent passed last Friday with only one
President/Vice President ticket having
filed to run. This raises serious ques-
tions about the UA’s ability to attract
talented leaders and to govern with
authority.

The Tech believes that healthy de-
mocracy requires competition and
choice. It therefore strongly encour-
ages other tickets to join the race by the
UA’s extended March 4th deadline.

Competition forces candidates
to refine and defend their platforms.
Choice engages voters in the demo-
cratic process. Together, these forces
lend legitimacy to the elected leader.
In their absence, a sole presidential
hopeful may grow complacent in his
candidacy. Fewer students will vote,
as they assume the candidate’s elec-
tion is inevitable. Ultimately, when
voters only have one choice, there is
no choice.

The lack of presidential candidates

is only the latest in a series of recruit-
ment problems for the UA. In recent
years especially, many class council
and UA Senate races have been uncon-
tested. This pattern of unopposed elec-

The UA has to ask
itself some tough
questions. Why is
there such a lack of
interest in student
government?

tions is recurring and hinders the UA’s
ability to represent its constituents.
The UA, as the undergraduate
body’s blanket government, has a
chance to bring together groups from
all parts of campus who might other-
wise never interact. When most stu-
dents want something to happen, but
no single living group community has
enough say-so to get it done, the UA

can help change MIT administrators’
minds. Big changes are always coming
in financial aid, the MIT curriculum,
dining, and more, and the UA has the
opportunity to guide those changes in
a student-friendly direction.

In light of this failure of the election
process, the UA has to ask itself some
tough questions. Why is there a lack of
interest in student government? Why
was there such a limited interest in the
Presidential campaign? Are students
simply uninterested in campus poli-
tics, or do outsiders feel they have no
real chance to win against establish-
ment candidates?

Answering these questions will not
be easy. While the Association has tak-
en the right first step by extending the
deadline, recruitment is a long term
problem that the incoming student ex-
ecutives will need to face. Failure to do
so will lead to a decline in the power
of the UA leadership to effectively
bargain with administrators, and will
harm the student body as a result.
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Rain, rain, go away

April Showers? In March? The misery of puddles.

By Michael T. Lin
CAMPUS LIFE EDITOR

What Boston rain lacks in intensity, it
seems determined to make up for in per-
sistence. Even if downpours are few and
far between around here, three straight
days of halfhearted rain will turn a grassy
field into a swamp and a sidewalk into an
archipelago of vaguely connected islands.
Avoiding pneumonia being the reason-
ably high priority that it is, after submitting
psets on time and a full eight minutes of
sleep every night, it only seems intelligent
to dress appropriately for the occasional
minor flood.

It used to be that if Ilooked out the win-
dow and saw rain, I'd grab an umbrella on
the way out the door and be on my merry
little way. Of course, considering that Bos-
ton is probably windy enough to break the
sound barrier standing still, a carelessly
opened umbrella will last about as long as
a Spock cosplayer at a Star Wars conven-

tion. The aerodynamic solution is a wa-
terproof coat or jacket, which I've taken
to adopting since coming here. For really
severe weather, I have a full outfit of bright
yellow rain pants and slicker. Not only does
it keep the rain off, but it boosts my vis-
ibility for Massachusetts drivers and low-
flying aircraft. It's also good for keeping
dry on water rides at the amusement park,
if you don’t mind the funny looks (which
I don’t). Given that most people around
this time of year will already be wearing
heavy winter coats, though, I suppose it’s
not wet clothes that are the issue.

As far as rain-compatible footwear is
concerned, it seems like most sneaker
manufacturers aren’t designing with wet-
weather wear in mind, either because the
waterproof parts of the shoe don’t come
up high enough, or because the mesh of
the toe keeps water out about as well as a
pasta strainer made out of cotton candy.
Don’t get me wrong, I love my chucks, but
they’re not the most water-resistant shoes

Zeroes and ones

After a breakup, dealing with the digital detritus

By M.

As MIT students, there is no doubt we
spend a lot of time in front of a computer.
We check our e-mail compulsively and pro-
crastinate by IMing and Facebook-stalking
former flames instead of writing that paper
or finishing that pset. Naturally, the fact that
we live with fingers glued to the keyboard
affects our relationships.

Imetaguyldated through my computer.
Well, sort of. Over the summer, he e-mailed
me out of the blue, saying that he liked my
blog and that I had good taste in movies.
Before I knew who he was, I wrote back rec-
ommending some movies. Then curiosity
got the best of me and I looked him up on
Facebook, and my jaw dropped.

It was that guy I'd seen in lab a few times
who I thought was dorky as fuck but sort of
adorable.

And then it all began. We’d never talked
before, but soon enough we became Face-
book friends, we e-mailed, we texted, we
IMed. He'd invaded all of my digital media
within a week or two. We started going out
when he got back to campus. The fact that
we'd already gotten to know each other and
got along so well meant that things went a
bit faster and I fell really hard for him, really
quickly.

Which didn’t exactly help when he
dumped me.

| could have always
turned off my
computer, true, but I'm
sort of addicted to it.

Afterthe break-up, he was still all over my
computer. I didn’t mind it before, but now it
was vom-inducing to see him on my News
Feed or to get his blog posts on my RSS.
Even worse was the fact that he still IMed
me. The day after breaking up, he poured

salt on my fresh wounds, by IMing me with
me to ask if I was still going to a concert with
him — um, NO! Every time he IMed me, it
was like having the break-up talk all over
again. I should’ve just signed off.

In addition to having him create new
content for me to torture myself with, I
liked revisiting old material. My iChat au-
tomatically logs all conversations, provid-
ing me with hours upon hours of reading
and weeping. If I exhausted those, I could
always search him on my inbox and his
old e-mails would pop up because I never
empty my trash. I could also read his blog if
I wanted (not that he writes anything inter-
esting, anyway). All of that, neatly archived
in my computer for my convenience, made
sitting at my desk feel like being tortured on
an electric chair.

I could have always turned off my com-
puter, true, but I'm sort of addicted to it.
The fact that I check my e-mails compul-
sively meant that I was bound to see his
every once in a while, and being on iChat
all the time meant that I'd see when he was
online, too. When things end, the last thing
you need is to know is what he’s up to. But
the internet, which makes it so easy to getin
touch, makes exes so unavoidable. If I was
ever thinking about him, a few clicks here
and there and I'd satisfy my craving. That
doesn’t make moving on any easier.

I found myself longing for the good old
days when all evidence of a relationship
was on paper form. If this was The Note-
book, 1 would run the love letters through
a paper shredder, but since it was just ze-
ros and ones, I went for the next best thing:
delete.

I deleted everything. Those four-month-
old texts that had been simmering in my
phone, the old e-mails, the chat logs: Any-
thing with his name on it was gone. I had
been putting this off because I really liked
him and I didn’t want to accept that he was
just not going to wake up and realize he'd
made a horrible mistake, but as soon as I
was done deleting him I wondered why the
hell it hadn’t occurred to me before. It was

in the world. Not only is the canvas porous
and the grommets on the side a direct av-
enue for puddle water entry, but I've had
mine for so long that any more wear, and
I suspect they may soon start capillary-
actioning water up from the damp ground.

It used to be that if |
looked out the window
and saw rain, I'd grab
an umbrella on the way
out the door and be on
my merry little way.

I've considered buying galoshes, but never
really been compelled enough to follow
through. Atanyrate, I have a pair of Scotch-
garded hiking boots that do just fine. When
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navigating a waterlogged campus requires
increasing the number of safe puddles
until all of the little patches of sidewalk
are connected, an inch of waterproofing
is plenty. The sauna-like effect that heavy
boots have on my toes is a small price to
pay in comparison.

Of course, Occam’s razor suggests thatif
you want to avoid wet socks, you shouldn’t
wear socks. There’s something to be said
for wearing flip-flops or sandals in rainy
conditions. If they’'re good enough for the
beach or the pool, I guess they’re good
enough for a flash flood. Then again, the
practicality of flip-flops in near-freezing
temperatures depends a great deal on how
attached you are to your toes. Personally,
I'd rather avoid any conversation where I
have to explain why I'm short a few little
piggies. Now, if you'll excuse me, I have
some engineering to do. I'm certain there’s
a way to effectively make sneakers wear-
able in rain, and duct-tape spats are first
on my list of possible solutions.

fucking liberating.

After that mess, I keep my e-interactions
with guys to a minimum. I have conversa-
tions face-to-face instead of through a com-
puter screen. Seeing what digital evidence
of an affair does to me makes me think it’s
best I avoid that shit like the plague. And
thatinternet affair had made me forget what

ROBIN L. DAHAN—THE TECH

flirting with a guy in person felt like. Now I
get the butterflies and everything when I
see a guy in person, and not online. That'’s
something words on a screen can never do
for me.

M. is a junior in Course 10, and she prefers
phone calls. Texting is expensive, anyway. She
can be contacted at undress@tech.mit.edu.
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Got a lot on your mind?

Share some thoughts with us!

Write for Campus Life. join(@tech.mit.edu
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Steal My Comic by michael ciufio

I DIDN'T KNOW YOUR
&IBLFRIEND WAS THE
VOICEMAIL LADY! How
IS THAT?

& PLAY THE BVD, PRESS PLA
NoW. ONLE THE MOVIE 1S
PLAYING, OPEN YOUR EYES AND
LOoK AT THE SCREEN.

IF YOU WOULD LIKE
TO 60 GROCERY
SHOFPPING TURN LEFT

T& TOAST THE BREAD,
FRESS DOWM THE LEVER.-
T START A FIRE, INSERT A
FORK INTS THE TOASTER.

YEAH, T KNOW.--.

ST
T A

WHY WOULD T
EVEN WANT TS D&
THAT?

WE'RE LATE. THE
PROBABLY ALBREADY
ALOSED THE CASKET.
WHAT 18 WREONSG WITH
yous!

---TO LEAVE A
CALL BACK
NUMBER, PRESS
FIVE.-

STEAUTT=

-COM,

=
- | DOOIleSbUI'Y by Garry Trudeau

LL

Dilbert® by Scott Adams

Here's Your Reality Program

And the winner is...
Anthony Brown!

Is there, like, a lunch

For bhe next nine months, you'll
be playing Pora the Explorer on bhe
P52 one hundred hours per week.

Every time it breaks - and

it will break - you'll need to
= write a Pive page report and
start over.

Every eight hors, Hour
cubicle will be Plooded with a
nubrient-rich sludge.

by Jerry Holkins
and Mike Krahulik

You sbart besting

on Monday!

D210 Mike Krahulik and Jerry Holkin

Crossword Puzzle

Solution, page 9

1 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13
ACROSS 61 Agoraphobic fear 26 Defensive stats T T3 o
1 Subtle info 63 Joyless 27 “With blood the
5 Garners 64 Fisherman’s chum trees were all __" . S 19
10 Cyberspace place 65 Threefold (Bierce)
14 Grunted denial 66 Steering mechanism 28 King of Egypt,
15 White heron 67 Do in 1922-36

16 Smell
17 God of discord

68 On-court stabbing
victim

29 Cab Calloway
catch phrase

18 Xenophobic fear 69 See yal 30 Le __, France

20 Short synopsis 31 Tropical ungulate

22 Comment in the 32 Smart-alecky
margin DOWN 35 Form query

23 Hotsy-__ 1 Wahine's dance 38 Casts out

25 Acacia tree
26 Sure thing
29 Acrophobic fear

2 Flapjack chain
3 Microwave?
4 Triskaideka-phobic

41 Heliophobic fear
44 Breaks into
45 Removes from

33 For two, in music fear office

34 Tennessee's streetcar 5 Shot down 48 Delicate

36 Drivers' org. 6 Self-image 50 Snooze

37 Heron's cousin 7 Display 52 Seasick sea

39 Primary color 8 Part of a serpent

40 Invitation replies hammerhead 53 Breaks into tears
42 Rib 9 Lead balloon 54 October stone

43 Put the whammy on

10 “lliness as

b5 “Star Wars"

46 "QB VII" author Metaphor"” writer princess

47 Arachnophobic fear 11 Creative spark 56 Be gutsy

49 Chicken coop 12 Civil wrong 58 Vicinity

51 Clue dir. 13 Gaelic tongue 59 Slant

52 Fossil resin 19 More viscous 60 Thompson of
53 Isolation 21 Male swan “Wit"”

57 Addictive drug

24 Aft areas

62 WSW opposite
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Sex Dice
ALL RIGHT BABY. TREAUYNEED || I...FOMDLE THE
; . GET RERDY FOR... TO ORGANIZE THE. | [ CASTLE RUARD? THAT
~. GAME CUPBOARD. | | DOESNT SEEM RIGHT.
(o & 0 \ ,
.!%f V= WAIT 50 WHERE'S T oD 6
Q@) THE (THER DAMAGE,
1R SEX 015? THOUGH.
A WEBCOMIC OF ROMANCE, {
SARCASM, MATH, AND LANGUAGE A
by Randall Munroe A_/E&&L

"1 8)B1 18A NOA OP ‘MOM *** [||0J] ** PUB ‘SAIBILIUI 1O} [|0J NOA

AT THE PHD CoMICS I; WE ARE HERE TDT
HUMANTIES FUNDING PETERMINE WHETHER
HEARMNG, DAY 1... THS CoMIC SHOULD
CONTINUE FubDING A
HUMANITIES CHARACTER,
&IVEN THE CURRENT
STATE OF THE

™ oTHER WORDS,
How Do You JusTiEy
YOUR EXISTENCE?

PILED HIGHER AND
DEEPER

by Jorge Cham

WWW.PHDCOMICS, COM

Easy Sudoku Hard Sudoku

Solution, page 9 Solution,page 9

6 9 3 2 39 3|6

(o
oo

N
Ol
N

(@)
HO|IO1/O

(@) |
N

(@)
o | ©

N

AN
\q
N
—

OV
oo
\q
—

9
/ 4 3 913 5]2 6

Instructions: Fill in the grid so that each column, row, and 3 by 3 grid contains exactly one of each of the digits 1 through 9.
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CUSTOM PRINTED & EMBROIDERED

T-SHIRTS

SWEATSHIRTS - POLOS - HATS & MORE!

* Deal Direct - NO Middlemen!

* Great Pricing & Free Delivery”

* Traditional Screenprinti:;gemmm
* Full Color Digital Printing

* Embroidery

ph - 617-625-3335
email - info@qrsts.com
www.grsts.com

S

Printing - Embroidery
and More...

part of R.A.W. (Rinnigade Art Works)
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. A Pubhc Sel
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Official campaigns
begin tomorrow
Late P/VP petitions due Thurs

UA Elections, from Page 1

accountable for the rules.

Modi said that even if he and Wy-
man remained the only pair running
for UA President and Vice President,
they would “still campaign seriously”
and try to represent the entire under-
graduate community.

Members of the UA said that the
low number of candidates does not
necessarily indicate a general lack of
interest among the undergraduates in
the UA.

“The number of people who run
is not reflective of people interested
in the UA, it’s reflective of those who
want to spend the time necessary,’
said UA Senator from Fraternities
Richard A. Dahan '12.

“Overall, this past year we've en-
gaged the students well. The level of
students caring and not caring has
nothing to do with who is running,’
said UA Vice President Margaret K.
Delano '10.

Other UA members expressed the
idea that students may hesitate to run
because of the time commitment.

“I'm personally not interested
[in running for UA President]...it's a
lot of work, and it would distract me
from my other activities,” said Senate
Speaker Tim Stumbaugh '12.

Even though the election uses
preferential voting, in which voters get
to rank their candidates, the UA bal-
lot allows voting for only one write-in
candidate. Some students complained
during the fall UA elections that this
procedure forced them to choose
between write-in candidates. While
“some students grumbled,” no official
complaints were filed, Kim said, so no
changes were made for this election.

The UA will announce an official
list of all candidates for the spring elec-
tion late tonight. Positions available
are UA President and Vice President,
as well as class council positions.

Electronic voting for the spring
election begins midnight Tuesday,
March 16 and ends midnight Fri-
day, March 19. Paper voting will take
place Friday, March 19 from 9 a.m. to
4 p.m. in Lobby 10. The winners will
be announced midnight on Saturday,
March 20.

MIT paid
$6,000 to
Charles

Clean Up
Boatin’07

TEP, from Page 1

object caused an explosion which result-
ed in chemical burns to Soisson and Nar-
din and to three of the paramedics sent
to treat them. State Police chemists later
identified it as a block of sodium metal,

Hefty decontamination fees for the
Boat also threatened the future of the
nonprofit, but MIT made a donation of
$6,000.

After learning of its infamous sodium
drops, local media sources like WBZ-TV
News speculated that the sodium origi-
nated at MIT. The media originally linked
the incident to the East Campus sodium
drop. At the time, the Massachusetts State
Police had named no suspects in the in-
vestigation.

The Charles River Clean Up Boat
could not be reached for comment.
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1f you dor’t stop someone from driving drunk, who will? Do whatever it takes.
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U.S. Department of Transperfation
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LEGAL COUNSEL

MIT students, family, employers and
start-ups seeking U.S. legal counsel,
campus or office consultation. Call:

James Dennis Leary, Esq.
321-544-0012
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from page 7
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Bose is pleased to offer special

savings for all students,
employees and retirees of M.I.T.

Receive savings on most Boseproducts, including the acclaimed
Wave'music system, home entertainment systems, headphones,
and solutions for today’s most popular portable music devices.

Bose Wave” music system — SoundLink

QuietComfort15°
Acoustic Noise Cancelling headphones

Computer MusicMonitor

Please direct all inquiries to the “M.I.T. Purchase Program.”

S -

1-800-298-BOSE
(2673)

©2010 Bose Corporation. Patent rights issued and/or pending. Delivery is subject to product availability.

Better sound through researche

do nothing

fightglobalwarming.com

OBERTSON

FOUNDATION

E©NVIRONMENTAL DeFeNse
finding the ways that work

This space donated by The Tech

TUESDAY, MARCH 2, 2010

Decision hoped
for by end of term

Stellar committee may
implement summer pilot

Stellar, from Page 1

Ethan A. Solomon ’12, the
undergraduate  representative
on the LMS Committee (also an
opinion editor for The Tech), said
that the Committee is focusing
on integrating various MIT re-
sources into Stellar; for example,
making lectures from Open-
CourseWare directly accessible
from within Stellar.

People working on the project
said that the changes would not
require end users to adapt to an
unfamiliar new system. “It’s not
our intention to have something
that will make the learning curve
incredibly steep,” said Joanna
Proulx of IS&T.

IS&T began investigating the
viability of the current version
of Stellar in winter 2008. Follow-
ing surveys issued to faculty and
students regarding functionality
they wanted to see in Stellar Next
Generation, IS&T evaluated six
candidate platforms for replac-
ing Stellar: Moodle 1.9, Moodle-
Rooms, Drupal 6, Sakai 2, Sakai 3
and BlackBoard 9.

The platforms were evaluated
on their ease of implementation
and for satisfactory functionality.

Of the six, Sakai 3, Drupal 6, and
BlackBoard 9 were selected as
potential replacements.

The LMS Committee, com-
posed of faculty, administrative
staff, and one undergraduate,
was formed in collaboration with
IS&T last fall to examine Stellar

People working
on the project
said that the
changes would
not require end
users to adapt
to an unfamiliar
new system.

from the perspective of users,
rather than developers. “We're
thinking about how people actu-
ally teach and learn and what we
can do to support that. Then we
work our way back to see what
platform or strategy will support
that goal, rather than focusing on
the operational side of the plat-
form first,” said Proulx.

Royal Bengal

Boston’s only authentic Bengali Cuisine restaurant

313 Mass. Ave., Cambridge
(617) 491-1988
- Central Square

10% Discounton S15
(or more) order with MIT ID.

Open Daily Except Monday
11:30am -11:30 pm
Lunch Buffet $7.95
Reasonably Priced Dinners

T:Red Line, Bus #1

Free delivery for orders over $10.
Take-out, platters, and catering available.
http://www.royalbengalrestaurant.com/

Eating Disorder Treatment
Treatment of Adults Suffering from
Anorexia and Bulimia Nervosa

Informed clinicians refer their clients to
Laurel Hill Inn. LHI provides the most
effective treatment and deploys the highest
staff-to-client ratio in New England. We
provide extensive programming in a highly
structured and supervised non-institutional

therapeutlc setting. Evening, day, and residential treatment as well as
weekly support groups in West Medford and West Somerville.
Linda at 781 396-1116 or visit www.laurelhillinn.com.
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Invest minimal time
Make a real difference in the lives of families
Receive free health and genetic screenings
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Introducing TeleFile from the IRS. If you are single and filed
Form 1040EZ last year, you can file your tax return in ten minutes
by phone. Anytime. Check your tax booklet for information.

il i TeleFile

It’s free. It’s fast. It works.
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A student examines a display of origami submissions at the 9th Annual Student Origami Competition in the student center on Monday. This competition is judged by officers
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Electronic billboards called another distraction
Advocates claim digital billboards, with rotating images, distract drivers

By Matt Richtel

THE NEW YORK TIMES

Safety advocates who worry
about the dangers of distracted
driving have a new concern beyond
cell phones and gadget-laden dash-
boards: digital roadside billboards.

These high-tech billboards
marry the glow of Times Square
with the immediacy of the Internet.
Images change every six to eight
seconds, so advertisers can flash
timely messages — like the latest
headlines, coffee deals at dawn, a
cheeseburger at lunchtime or even
the song playing on a radio station
at that moment.

The billboard industry asserts
there is no research indicating they
cause crashes, and notes that the
signs do not use video or anima-
tion.

But to critics, these ever-chang-
ing, bright billboards are “television
on a stick” and give drivers, many
of them already calling and texting,
yet another reason to take their eyes
off the road.

Abby Dart, executive director of
Scenic Michigan, a nonprofit group
trying to block construction of new
digital billboards in the state, calls
the signs “weapons of mass distrac-
tion” and says they can be more
dangerous than phones.

“You can turn off your phone,’
she said. “The billboard gets your
attention whether you want to give
it or not”

Last Thursday, Michigan law-
makers held hearings on legisla-
tion, the first of its kind, that would
impose a two-year moratorium on
the construction of new billboards.
Minnesota’s Legislature is sched-
uled to hold hearings this month on
asimilar moratorium. As digital bill-
boards begin to pop up around the
country, questions about whether
to regulate the emerging technol-
ogy are being asked in other states
as well, and by federal officials.

The Federal Highway Admin-
istration has been conducting a
study, which it says will be com-
pleted this summer, that uses eye-
trackers inside cars to see whether
drivers who have volunteered for
the study look at the digital bill-
boards, and for how long. The
agency also has organized a tour

To critics, these
ever-changing,
bright billboards
are “television on
a stick” and give
drivers, many

of them already
calling and texting,
yet another reason
to take their eyes
off the road.

this spring to take researchers to
various cities around the world to
study how other nations are regu-
lating digital billboards.

In the United States, only about
2,000 of the nation’s 450,000 bill-
boards are digitized, but the in-
dustry expects there to be tens of
thousands of them, as many as 15
percent of its overall inventory.

The signs are typically used in
busy traffic areas, where advertis-
ers are willing to pay a premium
for them. A digital billboard costs
$250,000 to $300,000, roughly half
what it did five years ago, but much
more than the $5,000 to $50,000 for
a traditional billboard.

Space on the digital signs fetch-
es a premium in part because up
to six advertisers can share a single
location. Traditional billboards
fetch a wide range of monthly rents
(from $1,000 to $5,000 depending

on location and audience) and the
digital versions cost the same or a
bit more, but the industry benefits
by selling that space at that price to
more than one advertiser.

Rather than settling the matter,
existing research about digital bill-
boards leaves room for debate on
the danger.

One 2007 study, from the Vir-
ginia Tech Transportation Insti-
tute, which used in-car cameras to
study motorists, found that digital
billboards did not change driver
behavior more than ordinary bill-
boards.

But critics note that the study
was financed by the billboard in-
dustry and that it was found to be
biased by reviewers who rejected
it for publication in 2008 by the
Transportation Research Board, a
congressionally chartered agency.

Even the researcher who led
the Virginia Tech institute project,
Suzanne Lee, while defending her
science as sound, said that the po-
tential for drivers to be distracted
by the new billboards — and digital
signs that use video and animation
— should be investigated further.

“If we don’t study this, and get
on top of it right now while the
capabilities are expanding, every
roadway will be filled with flashing
lights and video,” said Lee.

For decades, the Federal High-
way Administration has provided
regulations to states governing free-
standing billboards that prohibit
them from having “flashing, inter-
mittent or moving light or lights.”

But in 2007, the agency ruled
that the free-standing digital bill-
boards did not violate the rule and
recommended, among other guide-
lines, that ads on those billboards
stay in place at least four seconds
and that they not be “unreasonably
bright.”

Last week, the Georgetown In-
stitute for Public Representation,
a public interest law group, filed a

petition with the highway admin-
istration asking it to reverse the
earlier decision, which would have
the effect of banning new digital
billboards that include flashing,
intermittent or moving lights, and
requiring the dismantling of exist-
ing ones.

The billboard industry argues
that the new signs are part of a
larger technological and econom-
ic shift to a paperless society (no
more crews hoisting and removing
ads from billboards) and that they
give advertisers more flexibility.

Marketing materials published
last year by Clear Channel, one of
the nation’s biggest billboard com-
panies, say the digital billboards
are, among other things, ideal for
posting game scores by advertisers
like radio stations and sports bars.
News organizations can also use
them — “as the Web site headline
changes, so does the digital bill-
board,” the materials say.

The billboard
industry argues
that the new signs
are part of a larger
technological and
economic shift to a
paperless society...
and that they give
advertisers more
flexibility.

“It’s a very flexible, very respon-
sible medium and very impactful,’
said Ron Cooper, chief executive
of Clear Channel Outdoor, which
has 450 digital billboards and plans
to add 150 more this year. Big cor-
porations that have used them in-

clude ABC, AT&T, Coca-Cola, Mc-
Donald’s, General Mills, Ford and

Verizon. “Consumers report seeing
it, remembering the brand, remem-
bering the advertisers.”

He and others in the industry
say they have been careful to make
the signs memorable but not dis-
tracting. They say the “television on
a stick” label is an exaggeration.

“It’s a slide projector — it shows
one image after the next,” said Bill
Ripp, a vice president who over-
sees digital billboards for Lamar
Advertising, another large billboard
company. “We were as concerned
as anybody. We wouldn’t want to
cause danger”

The industry has found an ally
in some crime-fighting groups and
agencies, including the FBI and the
National Center for Missing and
Exploited Children, which use the
new signs to broadcast images of
fugitives or of abducted children.

“We've had moms grab their
sons by the ear and drag them right
down to the sherift’s office because
they were embarrassed to see the
son on the billboard,” said Bart
Dexter, coordinator of the Michi-
gan Crime Stoppers organization,
who opposes the Michigan mora-
torium.

Dart, from Scenic Michigan,
said the potential driver distraction
outweighs any help the signs may
provide in catching fugitives.

Rebekah Warren, a Democratic
state representative from Ann Ar-
bor, who proposed the moratori-
um, said the bill reflected broader
concerns that legislators around
the country had about distracted
driving. In December, the Michigan
House of Representatives passed
legislation banning motorists from
texting, something its Senate now
is considering.

“We are moving so quickly into
this digital age,” said Warren. “We
are being cautious in state legisla-
tures around the country on how
we keep drivers focused on the
road.”
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An Olympics to remember

Top ten moments from the Vancouver Games

By David Zhu

SPORTS EDITOR

For the past two weeks, the
world’s best athletes gathered in
Vancouver, Canada to compete
in the XXI Winter Olympics (and,
apparently, to distract me from
my psets). After seventeen days of
procrastinating in front of the TV
(and enduring countless bad Ge-
ico commercials), there’s my list
of the ten most memorable things
from north of the border.

10. The opening ceremony

The Vancouver Games got
off to a rough start, from the lip-
syncing performers who were
completely out-of sync with the
music, to the Vancouver Orga-
nizing Committee chairman who
seemed like he desperately need-
ed ateleprompter and some prac-
tice for his speech. The ceremony
culminated with a torch malfunc-
tion, which left Wayne Gretzky
standing there with a weird look
on his face and Catroina Le May-
Doan posing awkwardly with her
torch. The organizers parodied
their mistake masterfully in the
closing ceremony, in which Le
May-Doan got another shot to
light a “repaired” torch.

.left Wayne
Gretzky standing
there with a weird
look on his face...

9. Controversies...or the
lack thereof.

The death of Georgian luger
Nodar Kumaritashvili right before
the opening ceremonies cast a
shadow over the beginning of the
games, and also stirred up contro-
versy about the safety of the sliding
track. The celebrations of Scotty
Lago and the Canadian Women’s
Hockey Teams also stirred up
some buzz, and Lago was even
sent home by U.S. Officials. How-
ever, nobody was caught cheating
or doping, and the Games will be
remembered in a positive light.

8. Hype

There was a gratuitous amount
of buzz about U.S. athletes like
Shani Davis, Lindsey Vonn, Shaun
White, and Apollo Ohno. The me-
dia made it seem as if they were
the only ones competing. Some
athletes justified it (White, who

earned another gold in snow-
boarding and landed the first-ever
McTwist 1260), while others either
fell short (Ohno, who ended his
Olympic career with a few more
silver and bronze medals) or just
fell (Lindsey Jacobellis, who failed
to redeem herself for losing the
gold medal in Torino four years
ago). There should have been cov-
erage of other athletes and events
aswell, like...

7. Curling

This glorified version of shuf-
fleboard saw a revival in a country
where it’s one of the most closely-
followed sports. From the mad
broom skills to the Norwegians’
ridiculous pants (which, appar-
ently, you can order online), the
concept of tossing rocks at other
rocks is just...entertaining. The
curling arena also provided one
of the most spirited moments of
the Olympics, when the home
crowd spontaneously broke out
singing the Canadian national
anthem during a match against
Great Britain. (And how cool
was it that during the Sochi 2014
video clip, they had a guy curling
with Sputnik?)

6. Canada win!

The spontaneous outbursts of
the crowd weren’t just confined
to the curling arena. The entire
country embraced the games,
with crowds gathering in streets to
watch on TV. The Beijing games in
2008 awed everyone with techni-
cal marvels; Vancouver surprised
the world with its emotion. Al-
though their $170 million “Own
the Podium” program to win more
medals was a disappointment and
the country waited for days before
capturing its first Olympic gold on
home soil, the Canadians would
win the most gold medals overall
— including gold in hockey and
curling.

5. Russia fail!

The Russians declared they
would take home forty medals
from Vancouver, and Vladimir Pu-
tin even called it a political crisis,
but they fell well short of their ex-
pectations. Their vaunted hockey
team was blown out by Canada in
the quarterfinals, and they failed
to clinch a gold in figure skating
for the first time in decades.

4. Figure Skating

In addition to the failure of the
Russians to win any golds, figure

skating events made many head-
lines, from the perfection of Kim
Yu-Na to the courage of Joannie
Rochette. On the men’s side, Ev-
geni Plushenko was upset that
Evan Lysachek took first without
attempting a quad, which brought
up debates about the scoring sys-
tem and “regression” of the sport.
At least this time there weren't any
corrupt French judges...

At least this time
there weren’t any
corrupt French
judges...

3. U.S. Medals

In addition to Lysacek’s gold in
figure skating, the U.S. won its first-
ever gold in nordic combined and
the first gold in four-man bobsled
in 62 years. Apollo Ohno became
the most-decorated American
winterolympian in history, adding
a silver and two bronze medals in
short track speedskating.

2. Medal Count

The U.S. led the count with 37
total medals — a record for the
Winter Olympics — followed by
Germany with 30, Canada with
26, and Norway with 23. Canada,
however, took fourteen golds,
also an Olympic record. So who
really “won” the Olympics, the
U.S. or Canada? The question
would be settled on the last day
of the Games, in the gold-medal
match of...

1. Hockey

...where the two North Ameri-
can teams would meet to con-
clude a thrilling tournament.
Canada, fielding arguably the
world’s best team on home soil
in a sport they invented, were the
favorites and saw the gold medal
in hockey as their right. The sur-
prising Americans, who had upset
the Canadians in the preliminary
rounds to clinch the number-one
seed, surpassed all expectations.
The final match, played exactly
thirty years after the “Miracle on
Ice/ was another epic. Canada
got out to a 2-0 lead, but the U.S.
would fight back to tie the game
with 24 seconds left in regulation.
Sidney Crosby scores in overtime
to give Canada the win, setting off
celebrations in the entire arena
and country - a fitting close to a
memorable Winter Olympics.
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Men'’s basketball
upset by Clark in
NEWMAC opener

Offense missing in 71-59 loss

By Russell Spivak

SPORTS EDITOR

MIT fell to Clark, 71-59 in the
NEWMAC semifi-
nal on Saturday.
The Cardinal
and Gray stormed
22 out of gates, open-
“ ing the game with
a 17-4 lead, and it
seemed like they were on their
way to an easy victory, scoring
at will. The turning point in the
first quarter, however, came after
a great Engineer play. Mitchell H.
Kates '13 stole a Clark pass and
broke downcourt for an open
layup, but tripped and appeared
to be shaken up. After he headed
tothebench, the Engineer offense
seemed deflated, and would not
make another field goal for over
six minutes. By then, Clark was
in the midst of 29-4 run, includ-
ing four consecutive threes. MIT
would come back to take the
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lead, 47-45, in the second half,
but Clark responded with a 10-0
game-sealing run.

MIT was lead by Noel Hol-
lingsworth '12 with 30 points, but
injured starter William E. Bender
’12 was on the bench with an an-
kle injury and only four Engineers
scored points. Against a good
shooting team like Clark, MIT
had little chance to win with their
lackluster overall performance.

The season is not over, how-
ever, for the Engineers. They re-
ceived an at-large bid to the NCAA
Division III tournament based on
their strong regular-season play,
and will face DeSales University
in the opening round on Friday,
March 5 at William Paterson Uni-
versity in New Jersey. This is the
second trip to the “Big Dance”
for the MIT men, and they will
seek to improve on last year’s
performance in the tournament,
undoubtedly motivated by this
weekend’s loss.

UPCOMING HOME EVENTS

Tuesday, March 2

Men'’s Volleyball vs. Newbury College

7 p.m., Rockwell Cage

SCOREBOARD

Men’s Basketball

Saturday, 2/27

vs. Clark University

Men’s Tennis
Saturday, 2/27

L 71-59

at Bates College
Men’s Track & Field

Saturday, 2/27

W 3-2

NEICAAA Championship
Women's Track & Field
Saturday, 2/27

21st of 34

NEICAAA Championship
Men’s Volleyball
Saturday, 2/27

7th of 34

vs. EIms College

vs. Emmanuel College

Marguerite Duras'
The Lover and La Musica 2

A bilingual (French-English) stage adaptation with music and English
supertitles for French portions, with performances by Astrid Bas,
Daniel Pettrow, and violinist Ami Flammer. Free and open to the

general public with a reception to follow.

Daniel Petrow

Tuesday, March 2, 8 p.m.
MIT - Killian Hall (14W-111)
160 Memorial Drive
Cambridge, MA

For more information, click on “events” at the following site:
http://web.mit.edu/fll/www/

S
Astrid Bas

Co-sponsored by:
Foreign Languages and Literatures/French program and
the French Cultural Services of Boston and New York

Neel Patel ‘12 prepares to hit a forehand in the men’s tennis match on Thursday. The Engineers won
7-2 against Colby-Sawyer.
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