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Cameras were recently installed in Lobby 10 to watch the Martin Luther King, Jr. seminar exhibit, a frequent target of vandalism. 
It is unclear how long the cameras will remain or how long the recorded footage will be retained.

Cameras installed in Lobby 10

By John A. Hawkinson
news editor

To monitor vandalism against this year’s 
Martin Luther King Jr. exhibit, surveillance 
cameras were installed two weeks ago in 
Lobby 10. The cameras are not actively 
watched, but the video is stored, the secu-
rity office said.

One camera is installed above the east 
entrance to Lobby 10, and the other is 
above the west entrance. MIT has not re-
sponded to inquiries about whether these 
cameras are permanent, when they might 
be removed, what policies control access to 
them, or how long their footage is retained.

The MLK exhibit, a student project that 
has been displayed Lobby 10 every Febru-
ary since 1999, has historically been a target 
of vandalism. Department of Political Sci-
ence Undergraduate Administrator Tobie F. 
Weiner, who organizes the exhibit as part of 
the IAP MLK design seminar (17.920), said 

that the cameras were installed by the cam-
pus police on behalf of the seminar.

Weiner said that to have the cameras 
installed, she worked with Thomas W. Ko-
mola, manager of MIT’s Security and Emer-
gency Management Office; with Director of 
Facilities Operations and Security John Di-
Fava, who oversees the Campus Police; and 
with Captain Jay A. Perault of the Campus 
Police. DiFava did not reply to an e-mail in-
quiry sent Monday afternoon.

“Two wireless cameras were installed 
two weeks ago in the lobby of Building 10 
at the request of the MIT Police, in order 
to capture any vandalism-related activities 
at the displays located there. The space is 
not being actively monitored, but the video 
will be stored in case the MIT Police need 
to review it in conjunction with a potential 
investigation,” said Komola in a prepared 
statement.

Komola told The Tech that he was not 
authorized to speak publicly. Shortly before 

the close of business Monday, he provided 
a written answer to preliminary questions 
that The Tech had submitted over the week-
end. The answers had first been vetted by 
the MIT News Office. 

The security office has not responded 
to questions yesterday from The Tech about 
what other portions of the campus are un-
der video surveillance, how surveillance 
footage might be used in the event of a hack 
in Lobby 10, and what policies about reten-
tion exist.

The security office maintains a strict 
policy for the records of card access across 
campus: the data are retained for just a few 
weeks before being automatically deleted. 
There are no similar policies about surveil-
lance footage.

Students have begun to notice the cam-
eras as well. Yesterday afternoon, students 
on the Senior House mailing list mentioned 

In Short
The annual Latke vs. Hamen-
tashen Debate, sponsored by 
MIT Hillel and the de Florez Fund 
for Humor, is tomorrow from 
8 p.m. to 9 p.m. in 26-100. The 
debate, moderated by Professor 
of Chemistry Keith Nelson, fea-
tures faculty members debating 
the merits of the two traditional 
Jewish pastries. Free latkes and 
hamentashen are served after-
wards.

The spring final exam sched-
ule is posted. Check http://web. 
mit.edu/registrar/classrooms/

exams/finals/ to find out how ear-
ly you can leave for the summer!

The W20 (Student Center) Ath-
ena cluster now has a proximity 
card reader — gone are the days 
of trying to figure out the door 
combination puzzle or awkward-
ly standing by the door when you 
forget the code.

The waiver and enrollment 
deadline for the MIT Student 
Extended Insurance Plan is this 
Sunday, February 28. Waivers 
and registration can be complet-
ed online at http://medweb.mit.
edu/waive.

New Balance 
plows Charles 
running paths

Snow is no longer an excuse 
for students to avoid the outdoors, 
now that the Massachusetts De-
partment of Conservation and 
Recreation and Boston-based 
shoe company New Balance have 
partnered this winter to plow 
seventeen-miles of running path 
near the Charles.

The path surrounds the Cam-
bridge area next to the Charles 

River, spanning from the Mu-
seum of Science in Boston to the 
Galen Street Bridge in Water-
town, according to a New Bal-
ance press release. With funds 
provided by New Balance, the 
Department of Conservation and 
Recreation agreed to clear this 
path within twenty four hours of 
a snowstorm. 

According to the Jan. 8, 2010 
minutes of a meeting of the DCR 
Stewardship Council, New Bal-
ance agreed to provide a mini-
mum of $10,000 per plowing, 
in exchange for signs along the 
path advertising New Balance’s 
involvement in the effort. The 

signs would stand for no more 
than three days after a snow-
storm.

New Balance signs advertis-
ing the effort were displayed 
along a cleared Esplanade last 
Wednesday, a day after a snow-
storm. “Outdoor recreation is vi-
tal this time of year with so many 
athletes training for the Boston 
Marathon,” said New Balance 
CEO Rob DeMartini in the press 
release. 

The Department of Conser-
vation and Recreation hopes to 
arrange similar agreements with 
other companies in the future.

— Meghan Nelson

YouTube a 
new way to 
charm Tufts
Applicants use video 
to show creative side

By Tamar Lewin
The New York Times 

MEDFORD, MASS. — There are videos 
showing off card tricks, horsemanship, jump 
rope and stencils — and lots of rap songs, in-
cluding one by a young woman who performed 
two weeks after oral surgery, with her mouth 
still rubber-banded shut.

There is also Rhaina Cohen’s video, working 
off the saying “You never truly know someone 
until you have walked a mile in her shoes,” and 
featuring the blue sandals from her bat mitz-
vah, the white sneakers she bought cheaply in 
Britain, and the black heels in which she “stood 
next to Hillary Clinton.”

It is reading season at the Tufts University 
admissions office, time to plow through thou-
sands of essays and transcripts and recom-
mendations — and this year, for the first time, 
short YouTube videos that students could post 
to supplement their application.

About 1,000 of the 15,000 applicants sub-
mitted videos. Some have gotten thousands of 
hits on YouTube.

Tufts, which, like the University of Chicago, 
is known for its quirky application, invited the 
YouTube videos. Along with the required es-
says, Tufts has for years offered applicants an 
array of optional essays — “Are we alone?” is 
one of this year’s topics — or a chance to “cre-
ate something” out of a sheet of paper. So it was 
not too far a stretch, this year, to add the option 
of posting a one-minute video that “says some-
thing about you.”

Lee Coffin, the dean of undergraduate ad-
missions, said the idea came to him last spring 
as he watched a YouTube video someone had 
sent him. “I thought, ‘If this kid applied to 
Tufts, I’d admit him in a minute, without any-
thing else,”’ Coffin said.

For their videos, some students sat in their 
bedrooms and talked earnestly into the cam-
era, while others made day-in-the-life mon-
tages, featuring buddies, burgers and lacrosse 
practice. A budding disc jockey sent clips from 
one of his raves, with a suggestion that such 
parties might be welcome at Tufts.

A few students created elaborate produc-

Cameras, Page 14 Tufts, Page 11

Martin Luther King Jr. exhibit monitored for vandalism 
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Fog

Thunderstorm

Haze

Weather Systems

High Pressure

Low Pressure

Hurricane

Weather Fronts

Trough

Warm Front

Cold Front

Stationary Front

Showers

Light

Moderate

Heavy

Snow Rain

Precipitation Symbols
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and The Tech 

Other Symbols

Situation for Noon Eastern Standard Time, Tuesday, February 23, 2010

Weather

Banks plan hard sell on over-
draft fees to account holders

For many households trying to improve their finances, toss-
ing out pitches from the bank has become almost automatic. 
But in recent weeks, Chase has been fanning special letters out 
to consumers with an offer that it urges them not to refuse.

“Your debit card may not work the same way anymore even 
if you just made a deposit. Unless we hear from you,” the mes-
sage, emblazoned in large red type, warns. “If you don’t contact 
us, your everyday debit card transactions that overdraw your 
account will not be authorized after August 15, 2010 — even 
in an emergency,” with “even an emergency” underlined for 
emphasis.

As the government cracks down on the way banks charge 
fees for overspending on debit cards, the industry is mounting 
an aggressive campaign aimed at keeping billions of dollars in 
penalty income flowing to its coffers. Chase and other banks 
are preparing a full-court marketing blitz, which is likely to in-
clude filling mailboxes with various aggressive and persuasive 
letters, calling account holders directly and sending a drum-
beat of e-mail to urge consumers to keep their overdraft service 
turned on.

— Andrew Martin and Ron Lieber, The New York Times

Iran to build more  
uranium enrichment plants

PARIS — Iran will build ten additional nuclear-fuel enrich-
ment plants — two of them within the next year — and has 
identified “close to” 20 sites for such facilities, a senior Iranian 
official said Monday.

The official, Ali Akbar Salehi, the head of Iran’s Atomic En-
ergy Organization, also said the plants would use a new kind of 
centrifuge, but did not provide details.

His remarks came just days after U.N. nuclear inspectors said 
they had extensive evidence of “past or current undisclosed ac-
tivities” by Iran’s military to develop a nuclear warhead.

Coupled with that conclusion, Iran’s latest affirmation of 
intent to expand its nuclear capacity seemed likely to deepen 
Tehran’s dispute with the United States and other world pow-
ers over its nuclear program. Earlier this month, Iran also be-
gan processing uranium to a higher level of enrichment, closer 
to — but still far below — weapons grade.

Iran has made similar claims about its ambitions to build 
more enrichment plants in the past, and it is not clear whether 
it has the ability to fulfill its pledges in the near future.

— Alan Cowell, The New York Times

Tip and clues lead to arrests in 
Texas church fires

HOUSTON — Footprints left at the scenes of fires and an 
anonymous tip from a caller to a federal hot line led investiga-
tors to two young men who have been arrested in connection 
with fires that destroyed 10 churches in eastern Texas, accord-
ing to affidavits released in court Monday.

Still, the motive for the attacks remains murky, officials said. 
The arsonists did not single out any particular denomination 
nor had they focused on black churches, as some arsonists did 
in the 1990s. Officials have not ruled out burglary as a motive.

Law enforcement officials, although declining to give details, 
said they had also found DNA evidence at the scene of at least 
one fire that matched one of the suspects’ genetic makeup.

The men, Jason R. Bourque, 19, and Daniel G. McAllister, 21, 
were arraigned in state court in Tyler at noon on Monday on 
charges of arson with the intent to damage a place of worship, a 
first-degree felony that carries a sentence of between five years 
and life in prison.

— James C. McKinley Jr., The New York Times

By Micheline Maynard
The New York Times 

WASHINGTON — Leading Dem-
ocrats on the House Energy and 
Commerce Committee said Mon-
day that Toyota relied on a flawed 
study in dismissing the notion that 
computer issues could be at fault 
for sticking accelerator pedals, and 
then made misleading statements 
about the repairs.

The comments, from Henry A. 
Waxman, the committee’s chair-
man, and Bart Stupak, a subcom-
mittee chairman, came in an 11-
page letter to James E. Lentz III, 
the president of Toyota Motor Sales 
U.S.A. The letter was released on the 
eve of the committee’s first of three 
hearings into the Toyota recalls.

Toyota had earlier released more 
than 75,000 pages of documents, in-
cluding 20,000 in Japanese, that had 
been requested by the committee.

The representatives, in a sepa-

rate letter to the transportation sec-
retary, Ray LaHood, said they also 
were concerned about the compe-
tency of investigations into Toyota’s 
problems by the National Highway 
Traffic Safety Administration, the 
federal safety agency.

“It appears that NHTSA lacks the 
expertise needed to evaluate defects 
in vehicle electronic controls, and its 
response to complaints of sudden 
unintended acceleration in Toyota 
vehicles appears to have been seri-
ously deficient,” the letter to LaHood 
wrote.

Since last fall, Toyota has recalled 
more than 8 million vehicles world-
wide — more than 6 million in the 
U.S. alone — in two separate actions 
related to complaints that accelera-
tor pedals can become stuck, mak-
ing it hard to stop the vehicle.

Lentz, who is scheduled to ap-
pear before the energy committee 
on Tuesday, has vigorously defend-
ed Toyota, attributing the issue to a 

faulty part. He expressed certainty 
that the repairs dealers had begun 
performing were the correct solu-
tion, and maintained that the cars’ 
computers were not to blame. The 
company released a study it com-
missioned from Exponent, a re-
search firm, that said electronics 
were not to blame.

But in the letter to Lentz, Wax-
man and Stupak said Toyota had 
dismissed the idea rather than prop-
erly investigate it. Further, it said the 
six vehicles involved in Exponent’s 
study, none of which had problems 
with their electronic systems, was 
too small a sample to draw a con-
clusion.

The letter came a day after the 
disclosure that Toyota estimated 
that it saved $100 million by nego-
tiating with regulators for a limited 
recall of 2007 Toyota Camry and 
Lexus ES models for sudden accel-
eration, the same problem that has 
prompted the recent recall.

House panel criticizes Toyota’s 
response to accelerator problems

By Carl Hulse
The New York Times 

WASHINGTON — Five Republi-
can senators broke ranks with their 
party on Monday to advance a $15 
billion job-creation measure put 
forward by Democrats, a rare bipar-
tisan breakthrough after months 
in which Republicans had held to-
gether to a remarkable degree in 
an effort to thwart President Barack 
Obama’s agenda.

The 62-30 vote — two more 
yeses than the minimum required 
to get past a procedural roadblock 
— cleared the way for the Senate 
to vote Wednesday to approve the 
measure, which Democrats said 
would create tens of thousands of 
new jobs at a time when the unem-
ployment rate is hovering near dou-
ble digits and is expected to remain 
high for years to come. But it is not 
clear whether the House, which has 
backed a broader approach, will go 
along without making substantial 
changes.

With the midterm elections al-
ready revving up and the parties 
facing deep ideological divides over 

a host of issues, there was no evi-
dence that Monday’s vote was the 
beginning of a trend. But after be-
ing repeatedly stymied by Repub-
licans on a series of initiatives and 
nominations over the past months, 
Democrats were elated with the 
outcome and expressed gratitude to 
Republicans who sided with them 
in cutting off a potential filibuster.

“Today, jobs triumphed over 
politics,” said Sen. Barbara Boxer, 
D-Calif.

Sen. Scott Brown, the newly 
elected Republican from Mas-
sachusetts, was the first member 
of his party to cast his vote for the 
measure. He was followed by Re-
publican Sens. Susan Collins and 
Olympia Snowe of Maine, George 
Voinovich of Ohio and Christopher 
Bond of Missouri, who voted after 
it became evident that Democrats 
would prevail. Sen. Ben Nelson of 
Nebraska was the sole Democrat to 
vote no.

Brown, breaking with his party’s 
leadership on one of his first high-
profile votes, said he backed the 
measure grudgingly, since even its 
sponsors acknowledged it is limited 

in scope. “It is the first step in creat-
ing jobs, not only for the people of 
Massachusetts but for the people of 
the country,” said Brown, who said 
he intended to pursue other pro-
posals, like an across-the-board cut 
in payroll taxes.

The bill was drafted by Sen. 
Harry Reid of Nevada, the major-
ity leader, and is built around an 
approach that has won bipartisan 
support in the past: a $13 billion 
plan to give companies who hire 
unemployed Americans an exemp-
tion from paying payroll taxes on 
those workers through the end of 
this year. It also provides a $1,000 
tax credit to employers who keep 
new workers on the payroll for at 
least for 52 weeks.

Obama, who will be meeting 
with Republicans later this week 
on health care, praised the Senate 
action. The White House, facing 
an erosion of support for Obama 
among independent voters who say 
they are not seeing the change that 
the president promised to bring to 
Washington, has been looking for 
opportunities to show that he can 
help transcend partisanship.

Five Republicans break ranks 
to help advance jobs bill

Extended Forecast
Today: Rain/Snow. High of 35°F (2°C)
Tonight: Rain/snow. Low near 32°F (0°C).
Tomorrow: Rain continues.  High 39°F (4°C).

Rain and snow for the 
remainder of the week

By Elizabeth Maroon
STAFF METEorologist

I hate to be the bearer of 
bad news, but this week is go-
ing to be wet. Yesterday’s clear 
skies and relatively comfort-
able temperatures are gone. As 
I write this, certainty in the var-
ious models is not particularly 
high as to when the rain will 
start today. There is a low sys-
tem, headed up the coast, that 
will bring much moisture our 
way. However, the type of pre-
cipitation, rain or snow, is go-
ing to depend on the timing of 

the storm and how much warm 
air is advected northward.

Our best chance for snow 
will be tonight, but don’t expect 
to go sledding tomorrow. Pre-
cipitation will be mixed, so any 
accumulation we get will be 
very slushy. Further inland of 
us will see more snow. Rain and 
snow from this system will stay 
with us for a while and finally 
wrap up mid-Wednesday, just 
in time for another system to 
arrive on Thursday.  More pre-
cipitation will continue through 
to the weekend. Temperatures 
all week will be in the thirties.
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By Jenna Wortham
The New York Times 

Apple has started banning many 
applications for its iPhone that fea-
ture sexually suggestive material, 
including photos of women in biki-
nis and lingerie, a move that came 
as an abrupt surprise to developers 
who had been profiting from such 
programs.

The company’s decision to re-
move the applications from its App 
Store over the last few days indicates 
that it is not interested in giving up 
its tight control over the software 
available there, even as competitors 
like Google take a more hands-off 
approach.

When asked about the change, 
Apple said it was responding to 
complaints from App Store users.

“Whenever we receive customer 
complaints about objectionable 
content we review them,” Trudy 
Muller, a spokeswoman for Apple, 
said in a statement. “If we find these 

apps contain inappropriate mate-
rial we remove them and request 
the developer make any necessary 
changes in order to be distributed 
by Apple.”

Among the victims of the purge 
was a game called SlideHer, a puzzle 
that challenged users to reassemble 
a photograph of a scantily clad ac-
tress. Another, Sexy Scratch Off, de-
picted a woman whose dress could 
be whisked away at the swipe of a 
finger, revealing her undergarments. 
Such programs often appeared on 
the store’s list of most-downloaded 
apps, which are a common way for 
iPhone and iPod Touch owners to 
discover new ones.

Analysts said the apparent 
change in policy may have been 
prompted by the planned release 
late next month of the company’s 
newest device, the iPad.

The company is hoping that the 
iPad will be a hit with families and 
as an educational tool in schools 
— which could be a hard sell if the 

catalog of programs available for 
the device is cluttered with racy ap-
plications.

“At the end of the day, Apple has 
a brand to maintain,” said Gene 
Munster, an analyst at Piper Jaffray 
who keeps a close eye Apple. “And 
the bottom line is they want that 
image to be squeaky clean.”

The iPad will run the same appli-
cations that work on the iPhone and 
iPod Touch, which demonstrated 
that consumers were willing to pay 
for software that turned their devic-
es into gaming machines, e-readers 
and navigation systems. The Touch 
has been especially popular with 
children and teenagers.

“The reality is that the iPad is 
going to be a big platform for apps,” 
said Munster. “It raises the bar for 
Apple in terms of policing what 
goes into the App Store.”

Last June, Apple introduced pa-
rental controls and ratings to help 
keep sex-themed applications away 
from children. 

Apple bans some iPhone applications 
for sexually suggestive content

By A.G. Sulzberger 
and William K. Rashbaum

The New York Times 

NEW YORK — The Afghan im-
migrant at the center of what the 
authorities described as one of the 
most serious threats to the United 
States since 9/11 pleaded guilty 
Monday to terrorism charges in 
what he said was a Qaeda plot to 
detonate a bomb in the New York 
subway.

The man, Najibullah Zazi, ad-
mitted that he came to New York 
last year near the anniversary of 
the Sept. 11 attacks to kill himself 
and others on the subway using a 
homemade bomb. He character-
ized the plot as a “martyrdom op-
eration” that he was just days away 
from executing when he said he 
realized he was under government 
surveillance.

Zazi, 25, pleaded guilty in U.S. 
District Court in Brooklyn to charg-
es that included conspiracies to use 
weapons of mass destruction and to 

commit murder in a foreign coun-
try, and to provide material support 
for a terrorist organization. He faces 
a possible sentence of life in prison.

Attorney General Eric Holder 
said at a news conference in Wash-
ington that the Zazi cases represent-
ed one of the most serious threats to 
the United States since the 9/11 at-
tacks. “Were it not for the combined 
efforts of the law enforcement and 
intelligence communities it could 
have been devastating,” he said. 

“This attempted attack on our 
homeland was real, it was in mo-
tion, and it would have been dead-
ly.”

Holder, who has faced criticism 
by some who favor prosecuting 
more terror suspects before military 
tribunals, also repeated his defense 
of the civilian court system as “an 
invaluable weapon for disrupting 
plots and incapacitating terrorists.” 
He said it “contains powerful incen-
tives to induce pleas that yield long 
sentences and gain intelligence.”

Throughout the 45-minute pro-

ceeding on Monday, Zazi seemed 
unaffected by his circumstances, 
even smiling through his dark beard 
on several occasions. And when he 
spoke, he did so in an unapologetic, 
matter-of-fact manner, explaining 
that he was driven to terrorism by 
his concerns about the U.S. mili-
tary’s actions in Afghanistan.

In recent weeks, Zazi — who was 
born in Afghanistan, raised in Paki-
stan and later attended high school 
in Queens — had begun providing 
information to prosecutors as part 
of the initial stages of an agreement 
that led to his guilty plea on Mon-
day, according to two people with 
knowledge of the case.

There have been a number of 
additional arrests in the case, in-
cluding his father, his uncle and two 
of his classmates at Flushing High 
School. Zazi agreed to cooperate in 
part out of concern that a widening 
inquiry would result in more charg-
es against his family members, in-
cluding his mother, said one person 
involved in the case.

Man is guilty in plot to bomb in 
New York subway system

By Jeff Z. Klein
The New York Times 

VANCOUVER, BRITISH CO-
LUMBIA — The American men 
skated onto the Canada Hockey 
Place ice on Sunday with a clear 
sense of purpose. They wore their 
1960 replica sweaters, commemo-
rating the United States’ first gold 
medal in Olympic hockey, won 50 
years ago at Squaw Valley. They 
knew where they stood and what 
might come.

And when they skated off at the 
end of a gritty 5-3 victory, they had 
created a spot in hockey lore for 
themselves. The last time the Amer-
icans beat the Canadians in Olym-
pic competition was in that same 
year, 1960; since then they had tried 
six times, and all they had to show 
for it was a tie, in 1994.

Monday is the 30th anniversary 
of the Miracle on Ice. But at this 
tournament there is much more 
hockey history to be made. The only 
question is who will be writing it.

By finishing as the No. 1 seed in 
the 12-team field, the Americans 
hold the biggest pen. Their next op-

ponent, on Wednesday, will be the 
winner of the Switzerland-Belarus 
qualifying match on Tuesday.

The United States beat Switzer-
land last week, 3-1; it was not easy, 
and the Swiss also gave the Canadi-
ans fits in a shootout loss and beat 
Norway in overtime.

The Belarusians were crushed 
by Finland, but they came close to 
repeating their 2002 upset of Swe-
den and beat Germany. Neverthe-
less, neither they nor the Swiss can 
be considered on the same level as 
the Americans, whose path to the 
semifinals is fairly straightforward.

Still, amid the euphoria, Ron 
Wilson, the U.S. coach, recognized 
the sobering aspects of Sunday’s 
victory.

“We still have some work to do,” 
he said, and referred to Canada’s 
45-23 shooting advantage. “We got 
outshot today. Granted, we had the 
lead, but the guys are doing some 
good things out there and we’re 
going to keep building and getting 
better. These guys are only going to 
get more confident.”

Wilson speaks of confidence. 
Canada, meanwhile, is in crisis.

The loss to the Americans forces 
the Canadians to play a qualifying 
game on Tuesday against Germany. 
That’s not so bad, but assuming 
they win, what follows is pretty bad 
— facing Russia on Wednesday.

The Canadians have real prob-
lems. One may be the age-old 
North American belief that to win 
at hockey you must go around hit-
ting people whenever and wherever 
you can. This belief persists despite 
longstanding statistical evidence 
showing that teams that hit a lot 
lose as often as they win.

“Finishing your check” is the 
technical term for this. It is what 
fueled Ryan Getzlaf, Rick Nash and 
several other Canadians to run at 
American players after those play-
ers had passed the puck elsewhere. 
They hit the Americans hard, for 
sure, but by finishing their checks, 
they put themselves out of the play 
as well. That form of physicality, 
so full of sound and fury, signified 
nothing.

The Russians do not engage in 
that kind of random pummeling. 
Their body checks are thrown with 
purpose: to dislodge the puck.

With Olympic win, U.S. hockey 
team starts to believe again

Destroying CIA tapes was not 
opposed, memos say

WASHINGTON — At a closed briefing in 2003, the chairman 
of the Senate Intelligence Committee raised no objection to a CIA 
plan to destroy videotapes of brutal interrogations, according to se-
cret documents released on Monday.

The senator, Pat Roberts, R-Kan., also rejected a proposal to 
have his committee conduct its own assessment of the agency’s 
harsh interrogation methods, which included wall-slamming and 
waterboarding, the documents say.

But Roberts, through a spokesman, denied having approved 
the destruction of the videotapes, which is under criminal inves-
tigation, and defended his record in overseeing the interrogation 
program.

His assertions were backed by his former staff director on the 
Intelligence Committee, William D. Duhnke, who said that while 
the senator had not objected to the tapes’ destruction, he was “in 
receive mode” and was simply listening to get the facts about the 
interrogation program, which he was learning about for the first 
time.

— Scott Shane, The New York Times

At least 23 dead in Iraq attacks
BAGHDAD — A series of bombings, beheadings and shootings 

rippled through Iraq on Monday, leaving at least 23 people dead, 
including nine children, and intensifying concern about a spike in 
violence with less than two weeks until national elections.

The authorities detected no discernible pattern to the violence, 
with rockets exploding in Baghdad’s heavily fortified Green Zone, 
car bombings aimed at government buildings, assassinations of 
security officers and government officials and the killings of two 
families in their homes in Baghdad.

The killings of the families were reminiscent of the attacks com-
mon during the height of the bloodletting between Sunnis and Shi-
ites in Iraq a few years ago.

In the largely Shiite town of Madaen, south of Baghdad, a gang 
of gunmen stormed a home of a family and killed all eight people 
there, including six children.

“The criminals have beheaded some of the victims,” according 
to a brief statement from Baghdad Operations Command.

Beheading is considered a trademark of Al-Qaida in Mesopota-
mia, a largely domestic insurgent group with some foreign leaders 
created in the aftermath of the American-led invasion that toppled 
Saddam Hussein in April 2003.

— Marc Santora, The New York Times

Report seeks sole agency to 
oversee rebuilding in Iraq

The government agency responsible for monitoring American 
reconstruction work in Iraq has proposed the creation of a single 
organization to oversee future rebuilding to avoid the fraud and 
waste that has marred this work in the past.

The report, released Monday by the Office of the Special Inspec-
tor General for Iraq Reconstruction, said an organization with sole 
authority for reconstruction would eliminate much of the confu-
sion and interagency rivalries that have hampered rebuilding in 
Iraq and Afghanistan.

The $53 billion reconstruction effort in Iraq is the largest such 
effort by the United States since the Marshall Plan, though many 
Iraqis complain that the spending has made little difference in a 
country where electricity, clean water, health care and housing re-
main insufficient.

The proposed organization, the U.S. Office for Contingency Op-
erations, would oversee every aspect of rebuilding, including con-
tracting and budgeting, according to the plan outlined in the re-
port. The agency would be established by Congress, but would be 
independent. By contrast, 62 different agencies have been involved 
in rebuilding efforts since the U.S.-led invasion of Iraq in 2003.

— Timothy Williams, The New York Times

U.S. Immigration

It's H-1 season and we're here to help. 
Call for a FREE CONSULTATION & 

student discount. 

From the authors of 
www.us-immigration-explained.com

Steven Riznyk & Company, LLC
Attorneys at Law

Nationwide & Worldwide
Operating 24 hours a day

877-223-4684 
www.My-Immigration-Attorney.com
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letters
Why the sex toy coverage?

I see much in the The Tech that shows care and a growing 
professionalism. There is much going on at MIT that is news-
worthy and widely interesting. The Brass Rat in space piece, 
the accomplishments of our men’s basketball team, the other 
teams that excel, and the response to the tragedy in Haiti 
come to mind. So what is going on with the sex toy fetish?

Reading The Tech of late is a bit like dropping in on a little 
boys club. Are we not giving you the attention you deserve? 
Come on, being childish, talking like pre-adolescents, even if 
you include a few young women, wears thin after a while and 
it turns your enterprise into a project not worthy of a commu-
nity committed to excellence. I know you know better.

— Robert M. Randolph 
Housemaster, Bexley Hall 
Chaplain to the Institute

Editor’s note: The Tech is committed to serving MIT. In the 
Campus Life section, columnists share what they think is of 
value to the community. Columnist Christine Yu believes there 
should be no shame in using sex toys, and we believe there is 
no reason our community cannot discuss them responsibly. 
There is nothing childish about the matter. We also direct the 
community to MIT Medical’s sexual health column, Sexpertise, 
at http://medweb.mit.edu/wellness/sexuality/sexpertise.

Because of an editing error, a front-page article Friday about 
the Kendall Band identified two of the Band’s three instruments 
by the name “Kepler.” Kepler is the large metal ring. The rum-
bling sheet of metal is named “Galileo,” not “Kepler.”

A front-page In Short Friday about the Association of Stu-
dent Activites elections gave incorrect spellings of several 
names, as well as listing incorrect class years. The ASA presi-
dent is Keone D. Hon ’11, not Keone D. Han G. The treasurer 
is Nicole D. Teague ’11, not Nichole D. Teague ’12. Rebecca E. 
Krentz-Wee is class of 2012, not 2011. Rachel E. Meyer is class 
of 2010 (on leave), not 2012. Krentz-Wee replaced Paul Baranay 
’11 as secretary, not Teague.

A photograph of RAMBAX, an MIT Senegalese percussion 
group, on page 14 of Friday’s issue was incorrectly attributed to 
Meng Heng Touch. The photograph was taken by Elijah Mena, 
not by Touch.

An article on February 12 about the new student group 
“Graduate Women at MIT” or GWAMIT (pronounced “gee-
whamit”) incorrectly stated that roughly 1,900 of the 1,916 fe-
male graduate students responded to the 2009 Graduate Wom-
en Support Survey. The survey actually received 963 responses 
and was sent to 1,846 MIT graduate student women.

Krentz-Wee’s class year was also misidentified in a front-
page photo caption from April 17, 2009.

Corrections
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Seeing green

Nasty, nurturing nitrogen
The uncomfortable truth about humanity and the nitrogen cycle

By Holly Moeller

When Captain N.C. Middlebrooks 
claimed the Brook Islands for the United 
States in 1859, he had no idea they would 
later be known as Midway Atoll, site of a 
World War II turning point more than eighty 
years later. The island cluster was coveted 
for a humbler reason: guano.

Home to colonies of seabirds for millen-
nia, Midway had rich deposits of excrement 
rich in nitrates and phosphates — perfect 
for use in fertilizer and, ironically, gun-
powder. The atoll was one of more than 100 
claims under the United States Guano Is-
lands Act of 1856, which allowed citizens to 
exploit feces in the name of America.

Today it’s hard to imagine the impor-
tance of such resources because we no lon-
ger need to collect bird droppings to meet 
our nitrogen needs. Thanks to early 20th 
century work by Fritz Haber and Carl Bo-
sch, we have industrialized the conversion 
of atmospheric N

2
 into ammonia, which is 

then turned into fertilizers, explosives, and 
plastics, among other things. We no longer 
rely on invisible microbes to fix inert N

2
 

gas into biologically reactive forms, which 
we then scavenge from bat caves and sea-
mounts. We have harnessed the power of 
fossil fuels to fix more than 400 billion tons 

of nitrogen every year, twice the amount 
that natural processes (microbes, lightning 
strikes, and volcanic eruptions) capture.

This technology has proven to be a 
great boon to agriculture. We can supply 
our crops with a steady stream of a critical 
nutrients, increasing food production and 

ensuring consistent harvests. Abundant 
fertilizers supported the Green Revolution 
— a transition to higher-yielding (but also 
higher-maintenance) crop varieties. Today, 
some two billion people are fed by the extra 
food the fertilizers allow us to grow, and the 
Haber-Bosch process supports 40 percent 
of the world’s protein production.

Too bad there are flies in the ointment.
Tripling the magnitude of Earth’s natu-

ral nitrogen fixation process comes with 
dramatic consequences. All the extra ni-
trogen we pull out of the atmosphere must 
somehow find its way back, and in the pro-
cess it upsets the balance of countless bio-
logical communities.

Excess fertilizer (here in the United 
States, we end up ingesting only one in ev-
ery ten nitrogen atoms applied to a field) 
spreads beyond the bounds of agricultural 
fields. Nitrogen is not an equal opportunity 
fertilizer: Certain plants respond faster to 
extra nutrients, outcompeting their neigh-
bors and reducing the biological diversity 
of the natural community. In fact, nutrient 
pollution is one of five critical threats to 
biodiversity named by the United Nations.

When fixed nitrogen seeps into ground-
water or is leached away by runoff, it can 
pollute large water bodies, producing vast 
blooms of algae stimulated by the nutrient 
surplus. As bacteria devour sinking, dying 
algae, they also use up the water column’s 
oxygen supply. Without oxygen, fish and 
crustaceans cannot survive, and the food 
web collapses. In the Gulf of Mexico, agri-
cultural runoff draining through the Mis-
sissippi River has produced a “dead zone” 
the size of Connecticut, destroying fisheries 
and livelihoods.

In addition, high reactive nitrogen lev-
els are associated with elevated rates of 
human illness: Pathogens like West Nile 
Virus and malaria thrive. Weedy allergens 
like ragweed grow faster and produce more 
pollen. 

And still, the nitrogen must return to the 
atmosphere. Disturbingly, it does not al-
ways return in the inert N2

 form from which 
it started. Three-to-five percent of chemi-
cally fixed nitrogen is released as nitrous 
oxide (N

2
O), which, molecule-for-molecule, 

Public option? How about a private option?
The Democrats’ new-found love of competition should be applied to ed-reform

By Keith Yost
Staff Columnist

As national health care reform passes 
into Schrödingerian un-death (a quantum-
pundit state of simultaneously being both 
perma-killed and on its way to certain vic-
tory), it is tempting to wallow in self-de-
feating cynicism and bemoan the eternal 
incompetence of the left wing. After their 
latest botching of the political process, it 
is clear that Democrats should be demot-
ed from a “political party” to something a 
little more their league, like a “political in-
tramural team” (with matches every other 
Thursday so long as Chad doesn’t screw 
up the scheduling again). For long-time 
supporters of health insurance mandates 
(myself included), it is difficult to summon 
the will to do anything but face-palm the 
remainder of 2010 away and wait for the in-
evitable Republican take-over of Congress. 
At least then we’ll have the opportunity 
to blame government gridlock on some-

thing real, like an irreconcilable partisan 
split between our executive and legislative 
branches. 

However disappointing the health care 
reform debate was, there was, like a dia-
mond stuck in a sea of pig effluent, one rev-
elation that I found inspiring. I would like 
to take a moment and reflect upon it. 

Liberals love competition. Their all-
consuming passion in life is to spur mar-
kets to greater competition. All throughout 
the debate they just couldn’t stop talking 
about how important the public option 
was, how it was the heart of health care 
reform, how there could be no competi-
tion and improvement in health insurance 
markets without it. Even when the Con-
gressional Budget Office and several health 
care experts (like our own Jon Gruber) told 
them that health insurance markets were 
already largely competitive and that a pub-
lic option would have minimal impact, they 
still clamored for it. They love free-market 
competition that much.

Of course, some have concluded that 
the perseverance of liberal support for the 
public option in the face of expert indif-
ference was not due to an undying love of 
competition, but instead was the product 
of ulterior motives. As this cynical line of 

thinking goes, liberals were using the “com-
petition” argument as merely a convenient 
cover for their less defensible belief in the 
superiority of a state-controlled economy, 
and that in reality, they couldn’t care less 
about competition — they simply didn’t 
trust private markets to provide services 
for consumers. After all, if Democrats were 
true believers in competition, why would 
they today be killing the D.C. Opportunity 
Scholarship Program, a successful school 
choice program set up to rescue the down-
trodden underclass of Washington, D.C.?

But let’s take the Democrats at face 
value for a moment and assume they really 
have had an epiphany in their economic 
thinking. Why shouldn’t education be the 
first policy arena on which to unleash their 
newly acquired doctrine of free market 
competition?

There are several parallels between our 
school system and our health care system. 
From 1960 to 2000, per-pupil spending has 
risen from $2,235 to $7,591 (2000 dollars), 
while outcomes have either stagnated or 
declined. By nearly every metric, other 
nations regularly spend less and achieve 
more — some, like the Slovak Repub-
lic, spend one quarter of what we do and 
achieve the same results. The system fails 
to provide secondary education to large 
fractions of students, and many of those 
that have high school diplomas would be 
considered under-educated if we analyzed 
their conditions more closely. Access to 
education is largely correlated with so-
cioeconomic measures — poorer citizens 
cannot afford to live in better-performing 
school districts. The system even discrimi-
nates based upon preexisting conditions, 
punting mentally disabled students into 
more expensive plans that parents struggle 
to pay for.

Unlike health care, however, there is 
very little competition in the existing sys-
tem. While European countries commonly 
offer vouchers and encourage an indepen-
dent system of private schools, America 
continues to stand by its state monopoly. 
Those in poorly performing school dis-
tricts have little hope of escape. Whatever 
sympathy Democrats might have for our 
trapped underclass is drowned out by their 
political subservience to powerful teachers 
unions, who are unwilling to countenance 
even the smallest degree of competition in 
the system they dominate.

Prior to their apparent conversion into 
ardent free-marketeers, the liberal solu-
tion, conspicuously in line with the in-
terests of teachers unions, was to throw 
more money at the problem: longer school 
years, longer school days, more investment 
in facilities and training, higher pay, and 
so on. Despite this strategy having failed 
for the better half of a century, Democrats 
continued to believe that more spending 
would produce better results. Much as it is 

with health care spending, in education it 
seems the answer is not to blindly advance 
further down the flat of the spending curve, 
but to try and bend it, to attack the core 
reasons behind why our increased spend-
ing is doing so little.

I have my own prescriptions based 
upon the data I have seen. If you ask me, 
the problem our school system faces is 
likely one of teacher accountability. If you 
could get schools to fire bad teachers, that 

alone might be enough to bridge the entire 
difference between the U.S. and the leading 
countries of the Organization for Economic 
Cooperation and Development (OECD).

I believe in the potential to reform our 
public schools. But I am also a believer in 
competition. I recognize that a decentral-

ized system of independent, self-interested 
decision makers is more likely to get the an-
swer right than some monolithic authority. 
It is not mutually exclusive to support both 
longer school years and school choice, or 
merit pay and vouchers.

There is little downside risk to school 
vouchers (and even less to school choice). 
In the worst case scenario, the increased 
competition does absolutely nothing, no 
one except existing private school stu-
dents take up the voucher offer, and all 
we accomplish is to return some portion 
of the tax monies that parents of the pri-
vate schooled are currently forced to pay 
into the public system. But in the best case 
scenario, vouchers could revitalize our 
educational sector, introducing competi-
tive pressures into the school system that 
spur better resource management and im-
proved educational methodology.

Given the importance of education to 
both equality and economic growth, this 
is an experiment we should be willing to 
conduct. For liberals who criticized as hol-
low any health care proposal that did not 
include a public option, it is time to stand 
up and demand educational reform that 
includes a private option.

It is difficult to summon 
the will to do anything 
but face-palm the 
remainder of 2010 
away and wait for the 
inevitable Republican 
takeover of Congress.

All the extra nitrogen 
we pull out of the 
atmosphere must 
somehow find its way 
back, and in the process 
it upsets the balance 
of countless biological 
communities.

If you ask me, the 
problem our school 
system faces is 
likely one of teacher 
accountability.

Nitrogen, Page 6

alison O. malouf—The Tech
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INTERVIEW

The engineering of war
The Tech interviews a former army operations engineer

By Nina Sinatra

With growing media speculation about 
the removal of U.S. troops from the campaign 
in Iraq, my engineering subconscious (natu-
rally) began to consider the situation from a 
mathematical perspective. While overseas, 
the coordination of troops, munitions, air-
craft, medical supplies, and combat vehicles 
is a strictly coordinated complex operation. 
In light of the current national canvas on the 
subject, I became interested in examining 
the potential withdrawal procedure from 
the standpoint of operations research. I had 
the opportunity to speak with Steven Clark, 
former Air Force Captain, who now works as 
a consultant for Analytics Operations Engi-
neering in Boston.  

Nina Sinatra: How did you become inter-
ested in the Operations Research field?

Steven Clark: When I first went to col-
lege at the U.S. Air Force Academy I thought 
I was going to pursue mechanical or aero-
nautical engineering for my major. Howev-
er, the Academy has a large core curriculum 
requirement and I was exposed to some 
courses in the operations research field — 
a field I had never heard about. As I took 
courses and learned more about the major, 
I was really drawn to the interdisciplinary 
mix of math, computer science, manage-
ment, and economics. I also thought it was 
a great way to work on a variety of problems 
and build up a range of experiences that 
could apply both within the military and 
beyond.

N.S.: How have your experiences differed 
from your time in the military to your work 
in the private sector?

S.C.: The biggest difference between 
operations research in the military and 
the private sector has to do with what op-
erations research types would refer to as 
the “objective function.” Unlike the private 
sector, where the goal is generally to maxi-
mize profits or reduce costs, the objective 
for projects in the military is usually to 
maximize some form of combat effective-
ness. These types of metrics can often be 
much harder to define, but include things 
like keeping the most number of aircraft 
ready to fly as possible (aircraft availabil-
ity) by stocking the right mix of spare parts, 
for example, or minimizing the amount of 
time it takes to push materiel through the 
military’s supply chain to a theater of op-
erations during wartime.

N.S.: How do you feel military engineer-
ing has developed in the past few years? Any 
predictions for the new decade?	

S.C.: Operations research actually has its 
roots in the military when techniques like 
linear programming came into existence 
during World War II. Early applications to 
improve military operations are also where 
operations research got its name. Since 
then, the military has been at the forefront 
of adopting and utilizing cutting edge op-
erations research techniques to constantly 
improve and manage all the equipment, 
supplies, and personnel it takes to suc-
cessfully field a complex organization like 

the military. As battlefield technologies 
continue to improve and evolve, the appli-
cation of operations research techniques 
have followed closely in step. Whether it’s 
determining the best way to route multiple 
autonomous Unmanned Aerial Vehicles 
(UAVs) on a reconnaissance mission or how 
to use radio frequency identification tags 
to track and dynamically plan shipments 
through the military’s supply chain, opera-
tions research has proven to be an invalu-
able partner in maximizing the effective-
ness and efficiency of military operations 
and planning.

N.S.: The military campaign in the 
Middle East clearly presents significant 
challenges in operations research and engi-
neering. From a mathematical or engineer-
ing perspective, what particular challenges 
are presented by the removal of forces and 
equipment from Iraq?

S.C.: One of the biggest challenges 
both inside and out of the military is find-
ing the proper balance between the “an-
swers” from operations research tools (like 
a mathematical optimization model) and 
the experience of dedicated people who at 
the end of the day have to make sure the job 
gets done. This challenge gets especially 
hard with an enormous organization like 
the military. It’s also one thing to apply op-

erations tools to normal day-to-day opera-
tions at a company in the private sector or 
even within the military during peacetime 
operations, and quite another to apply 
them during wartime. Things like security 
conditions, available equipment, political 
circumstances, and mission requirements 

can change very rapidly making it difficult 
to implement robust operations research 
solutions. As a result, those tools have to be 
very good at providing high-level, intuitive 
guidance to decision makers while leaving 
enough flexibility for human planners to 
make it all work.

N.S.: As a consultant, you have had the 
opportunity to work on a wide variety of 
projects. Which have been your most memo-
rable? Your most challenging?

S.C.: One of the things I’ve really enjoyed 
about being a consultant in the private sec-

tor is the opportunity to work for a wide 
range of companies. For example, in the 
past year or two I’ve worked for an inter-
modal railroad, a discount fashion retailer, 
and a RV enthusiast club. The intermodal 
railroad was actually a very interesting proj-
ect. The railroad manages a fleet of shipping 
containers that customers load items into, 
transport to a rail yard via truck, and then 
load onto awaiting rail cars for transport 
across the United States. The challenge the 
railroad faced was how to set prices for each 
lane in their rail network to maximize prof-
its, but yet use price to manage supply and 
demand in such a way as to keep the flow 
of containers balanced and avoid shortages 
and surpluses of available containers at the 
rail yards. Because the railroad had hun-
dreds of lanes, it was very hard for the peo-
ple in charge of planning to think about how 
prices on one lane would affect supply and 
demand across the entire network. Howev-
er, this is exactly the type of scenario where 
operations research techniques shine. We 
developed an optimization tool for the rail-
road that would recommend price levels, 
but could also be re-run very quickly so that 
planners could experiment with various 
scenarios before making a final decision.

Nina Sinatra is a member of the Class of 
2012.

[Operations research] 
tools have to be very 
good at providing high-
level, intuitive guidance 
to decision makers.

From life-giver to pollutant
Nitrogen fixation has gave us food in abundance but created a slew of other problems

has 300 times the global warming power of 
carbon dioxide. (In addition, fixing nitro-
gen requires a huge up-front energy invest-
ment: We emit roughly 200 megatons of 
CO

2
 each year burning natural gas to fuel 

the Haber-Bosch process.) Recent research 
casts a harsh light on biofuels, whose fer-
tilizer demands (and attendant N

2
O emis-

sions) may counteract — and even exceed 
— any carbon savings.

Perhaps most troubling of all, the effects 
of nitrogen pollution are not always felt 
close to the source. Issues of environmental 
justice arise: How can Midwest farmers be 
held accountable for Gulf of Mexico shrimp 
boat catches? Should food importers pay 
for the ecological damage caused by inten-
sive agriculture in the producing countries? 
If so, how does one put a price on the com-

modities of healthy ecosystems and biodi-
versity?

Meanwhile, the more pressing task is a 
transition to a new relationship with nitro-
gen. Renouncing it is impossible: Billions 

of lives are on the line. In fact, while an ex-
cess of fertilizer drives food surpluses and 
obesity in our own country, 250 million Af-
ricans are malnourished because they lack 
fertilizer.

However, as fossil fuel supplies dwindle, 
fertilizer production will become more 
costly, and new levels of agricultural effi-
ciency will be demanded of us.

Some strategies already exist. From the 
deceptively simple method of planting a 
winter cover crop (to prevent soil nutrient 
loss) to state-of-the-art localized fertilizer 
applicators (combined with soil quality 
monitoring), we can reduce our nitrogen 
demand. By placing buffer wetlands be-
tween field and stream, we can contain the 
spread of any remaining excess.

Ultimately, some radical transforma-
tions of our industrial agriculture system 
will be needed. We must close disconnect-
ed loops to improve sustainability: feed the 
cattle the corn, then use their waste to fer-
tilize the field. That means the end of facto-
ry farming and an emphasis on small-scale, 
self-contained operations. But we could 

all stand to eat less meat, anyway. As we 
reevaluate our high-impact American life-
styles, it’s important to distinguish between 
quantity and quality, to challenge excess 
and reward efficiency.

Like most aspects of our lives, human-
ity’s relationship with nitrogen is nuanced: 
vital yet somewhat unsavory; powerful 
and therefore frightening. In a way, it’s like 
our relationship with Midway — the pain-
ful victory won there, and an older history 
mostly forgotten. We face uncomfortable 
truths and disconcerting choices, but we 
must move forward proactively, or lose the 
bigger battle: to live sustainably, in perpe-
tuity, on Planet Earth.

Holly Moeller is a graduate student in 
the MIT/WHOI Joint Program in Biological 
Oceanography. She welcomes reader feed-
back at hollyvm@mit.edu. “Seeing Green” 
runs on alternate Tuesdays.

Humanity’s relationship 
with nitrogen is nuanced: 
vital yet somewhat 
unsavory; powerful and 
therefore frightening.

Nitrogen, from Page 5

Sarah M. McDermott—The Tech
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Brouhaha Rhythm

How to ruin your three-day weekend
In case you haven’t noticed, there’s a stomach flu going around

By Michael T. Lin
Campus Life Editor

When you spend as much time indoors 
as an MIT student during a Massachusetts 
winter, cabin fever isn’t the only ailment 
that’s likely to break down your immune 
system’s barricades. Just the other week, 
several staffers at The Tech, including me, 
were beset by some of the nasty bugs that 
have been floating around campus as of 
late.

I distinctly remember sitting in the back 
room of the office during a break between 
classes, when Managing Editor David Tem-
pleton walked in and informed me that 1) 
there had been a rash of illnesses around 
the office, and that 2) the Xbox controller 
in my hands was the only thing that had 
not yet been Lysol-ed into slippery, alpine-
scented submission. With the characteristic 
bravado that any still-feeling-well college 
student shows when faced with impend-
ing infection, I scoffed, gave my hands the 
“bachelor dishwasher” treatment of a scald-
ing hot water rinse, and went home.

Late that night, I mistook the peculiar 
sensation in my belly — it was wheezing 
sadly, like a 70-year-old lifelong smoker 
or Amy Winehouse — for hunger, which 
motivated me to dig up some old ramen, 

halfheartedly boil it, and scarf it down as 
a midnight snack. As the biologically savvy 
among you may have realized at this point, 
that didn’t help my state as much as I’d 
hoped. After it sank in that what I thought 

was hunger wasn’t, I spent the next several 
hours alternating between delirious fetal 
pseudo-sleep and zombie-like shambling 
down the hall, my willpower and my diges-
tive system dancing face to toilet seat in a 
horrific plague-ridden tango of contagion 
(con-tango-ion?). I’ll spare you what’s left 
of the gruesome details, save for the hard-

learned lesson that cheap ramen tastes no 
better the second time around.

The next morning, I half-awoke, half-
rose from the grave to find myself still-nau-
seated and somewhat lethargic, the telltale 
hallmarks of the stomach flu that had, as my 
e-mail inbox informed me, similarly taken 
several other Tech staffers into its clutches. 
Let me be the first to declare that of all the 
words to describe me when ill, “stoic” is not 
one that typically comes to mind. I am not 
the kind of person who muscles through 
sickness by sheer determination and trudg-
es to work or class, especially when I live 
as far from campus as I do. I am the kind 
of person who sends out a dorm list e-mail 
groveling for someone to pick up anti-gas-
troenteritis groceries for me. Even though 
Macgregor Convenience is almost obscene-
ly close to Next House, it may as well have 
been located in Miami Beach by way of Al-
buquerque, the way I was feeling.

To the credit of my dormitory, I had a 
first response to my initial request for aid 
within 10 minutes and perhaps a dozen 
within the next few hours (many from 
complete strangers), plus two personal vis-
its from intrepid friends who dared to ven-
ture into the quarantined zone. Lucky for 
me, too — my initial attempts to get some 
Sprite to fulfill my need for non-caffeinated 

clear fluids saw me on my knees, as if in 
pathetic prayer to the soda machine gods, 
feebly prodding the unresponsive slot with 
dollar bill after dollar bill. After that didn’t 
work, I opted to lie on the carpet for a while 
before mustering the strength to crawl to 
the lobby to try the other machines. (My 
bills didn’t work there, either. I eventually 
had to dip into my supply of laundry quar-
ters.) After a couple days of non-exertion 
and sipping ginger ale, I’d mostly recovered 
in time to go to class on Tuesday the way 
I was supposed to. As for the subsequent 
parade of respiratory and dermatological 
symptoms resulting from my weakened 
immune system, well...that’s something of 
a story in progress.

I am not the kind of 
person who muscles 
through sickness by 
sheer determination 
and trudges to work 
or class, especially 
when I live as far from 
campus as I do.

Various States of Undress

You reel me out, then you cut the string
How to dump someone, the right way. (Hint: Don’t lie)

By M.

I recently figured out that the boy I dated 
last semester was a total fucking waste of 
time. I kind of already knew that, but hear-
ing the truth to all the lies he fed me when 
he broke things off was a ground-breaking 
moment for me. While I am over the whole 
thing now and glad he’s not around, there’s 
no getting around the fact that I suffered in 
the aftermath of the event just because he 
didn’t know how to ditch me with some fi-
nesse. Guys, please learn how to properly 
dump a girl. 

The proper way of dumping a girl, con-
trary to popular belief, does not involve sit-
ting with her and telling her she’s great but 
you feel bad because you don’t have enough 
time to spend with her, and that you just want 
to be fair to her. Don’t tell her she’s cool and 
you want to remain friends. There are two 
interpretations of the “let’s be friends” spiel, 
both bad: Either you want to keep the door 

open for some nookie, or you just don’t want 
to end up as the bad guy. Don’t tell her you’re 
graduating early and don’t want to have to 
deal with messy break-ups when you leave, 
especially when you already knew you were 
graduating. Ix-nay on “it’s not you, it’s me.” 
Do you think she’s buying that? Let’s cut the 
crap, kids — what you really mean to say is 
that you’re just not feeling her anymore.

Frankly, I just don’t see the point of sugar-
coating things for the dumpee’s benefit. The 
intentions could be good, but it does more 
harm than anything else. Even worse than 
getting dumped is getting dumped with a sad 

excuse and a load of lies. The dumper walks 
off feeling a bit less guilty, but the dumpee 
gets hurt anyway. Way to spit on my fucking 
cupcake and call it frosting; you’re not doing 

anyone a favor.
In addition to being a doucheface for 

sugarcoating it, you’re being disrespectful 
and condescending. Telling people the truth 
when the situation calls for it is not only a 
display of maturity but also one of respect. 
You’re insulting their intelligence when you 
assume they will never find out the truth. 
This guy knew I could find out if he’d lied to 
me, and he still stuck to his story. Perhaps he 
didn’t give a fuck about what I thought of him 
and that’s his prerogative, but if he was look-
ing to end things smoothly, he sure failed.

It’s so much easier to just tell the truth, re-

ally. Keeping up a lie is quite the endergonic 
process. Just say, “Hey, I’m not really feeling 
this anymore and I think we should end it.” 
Your ex will most likely choose to disappear 
from your life all the same, but you will prob-
ably keep their respect. I respect the guys 
who have chosen to be honest when dump-
ing me, and even if I don’t talk to them any-
more, I think fondly of them. Honesty is good 
for more than just the dumper — I mean, if 
I had done something to provoke the break-
up, I would have liked to know so I could 
learn from it before going on to my next re-
lationship. 

This guy appeared to make an effort to be 
friends after dumping me. He even said he 
didn’t want to get involved with anyone else. 
I gave him the benefit of the doubt and all that 

jazz, but I quickly heard, in full detail, about 
all his subsequent sexual conquests. His sto-
ry was crap. I got completely turned off from 
having any contact with him. And realizing I 
wasn’t the only girl he’d done this to not only 
made me feel stupid for believing him, but 
also sympathetic toward his exes and sorry 
for the girl he’s seeing now. The way this guy 
behaved has tarnished my memory of him 
forever. I have zero respect left for him.

And, really, that’s the thing: It might take 
a while, but the truth eventually comes out, 
and when it does, you’ll just look like a jack-
ass for lying. No need to lie to spare a girl’s 
feelings; she’ll get on just fine without you.

M. is a junior in Course 10, and she fucking 
hates liars. She can be contacted at undress@
tech.mit.edu.

My initial attempts...
saw me on my knees, 
as if in pathetic 
prayer to the soda 
machine gods, 
feebly prodding the 
unresponsive slot

Ix-nay on “it’s not you, 
it’s me.” Do you think 
she’s buying that? Let’s 
cut the crap, kids — 
what you really mean 
to say is that you’re 
just not feeling her 
anymore.

We have The Beatles Rockband and 1000 watts of audio.

join@tech.mit.edu

Monica Gallegos
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Steal My Comic� by Michael Ciuffo

Crossword Puzzle
Solution, page 12

		 ACROSS 
	 1	Closing measures
	 6	Rosary unit
	10	Evening in Bologna
	14	In a perturbed 

manner
	16	Oast or kiln
	17	Going over and over 

again
	18	Cafe au __
	19	Singer Uggams
	20	Make a vigorous start
	22	Author Murdoch
	24	Very small amount
	25	Concealed
	29	More slippery
	30	Lascivious looks
	31	London flashlight
	33	Racetrack circuit
	35	Social insects
	36	Longfellow’s Standish
	37	Tiny arachnid
	38	Sch. grp.
	39	Port and sherry
	40	Metal alloy trademark
	41	Of a pelvic bone
	43	Most tranquil

	45	Column bases
	47	Metal canisters
	48	Rubber bands
	50	Writing down
	54	Small monkey
	55	National Park in 

Wyoming
	57	Eurasian deer
	58	Italian motorway
	59	MIT word
	60	Western st.
	61	Dot on a map

		 DOWN 
	 1	Psychologist Jung
	 2	Pointed arch
	 3	Brief swims
	 4	Some artists’ studios
	 5	Takeoffs
	 6	Wager
	 7	Prepare for 

publication
	 8	Lotion ingredients
	 9	Variation in musical 

intensity
	10	Virgules

	11	Longfellow poem
	12	Says repeatedly and 

tiresomely
	13	Dramatist Chekhov
	15	Link
	21	Rolling in it
	23	Become permanent
	25	Smacking blow
	26	Enormous number
	27	Gets even
	28	Bob and Elizabeth
	32	Alter the timer
	34	Hide
	36	Sheboygan’s lake
	37	Frightening creatures
	39	Unit of power
	40	“The Consul” 

composer
	42	Maintain firmly
	44	Vegetable coverings
	45	Dish in a lab
	46	Rugby formation
	49	Fill to the brim
	51	Slanted type: abbr.
	52	Connecting point
	53	Tiny insect
	56	Night goddess

Dilbert® by Scott Adams

by Jerry Holkins 
and Mike Krahulik

A Cyclical Argument With A Literal Strawman
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Instructions: Fill in the grid so that each column, row, and 3 by 3 grid contains exactly one of each of the digits 1 through 9.

Hard Sudoku
Solution, page 15

4 3 8
2 4 9
9 1 5
6 3 7 1
7 9 8 5

8 1 3 7
4 2 1

5 7 9
8 6 5

Easy Sudoku
Solution, page 15

5 8 7 4 2
2 8 9
7
5 2 1 4
8 4 7 6 3

1 4 6 2
7

5 8 4
7 1 8 4 2

by Jorge Cham

Principle of Explosion

You want me to pick up waffle cones? Oh, right, for the wine. One sec, let me just derive your son’s credit card number 
and I’ll be on my way.

Devotion to Duty

The weird sense of duty really good sysadmins have can border on the sociopathic, but it’s nice to know that it stands 
between the forces of darkness and your cat blog’s servers.

A WEBCOMIC OF ROMANCE,
SARCASM, MATH, AND LANGUAGE

by Randall Munroe
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The Great Debate 
 

Keith Nelson 
Moderator 

 
 

     Wednesday February 24 
  8:00 PM 
26 - 100 

                             
MIT Hillel 

     Free          ARCADE            Free 
   Latkes    Peter de Florez Fund for Humor       Hamentashen 

 Latke Team           Hamentash Team 
Barbara Imperiali (5)         Marta González (1)     
Amy Smith (2)           Michael Sipser (18) 
Erika Wagner (16)          Eric Grimson (6) 
 
           
 
 
 
 

Justina Cho

Kalmia Traver, Rubblebucket Orchestra’s lead vocalist, plays the tenor saxophone during the band’s 
concert at the Middle East this past Saturday.

Marguerite Duras'  
The Lover and La Musica 2 

 
A bilingual (French-English) stage adaptation with music and English 

supertitles for French portions, with performances by Astrid Bas, 
Daniel Pettrow, and violinist Ami Flammer. Free and open to the 

general public with a reception to follow. 

 

 
Daniel Pettrow       Astrid Bas 

 

Tuesday, March 2, 8 p.m. 
MIT - Killian Hall (14W-111) 

160 Memorial Drive 
Cambridge, MA 

 
 
For more information, click on “events” at the following site:  

http://web.mit.edu/fll/www/ 
 

Co-sponsored by:  
Foreign Languages and Literatures/French program and  

the French Cultural Services of Boston and New York 

 

Tues, Feb 23  4p - 5:30p
MIT Bartos Theater (E15) 

MIT Center for International Studies
web.mit.edu/cis | starrforum@mit.edu

MIT Scholars Discuss Haiti’s Future
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Don’t guess whether 
you qualify for the EITC.

Know.

1.800.TAX.1040

F

There’s a lot to know about qualifying for the Earned

Income Tax Credit (EITC). You need to work and earn

less than $34,692. If you have children, they must

meet three qualifying tests. And that’s just to name

a few. But the most important thing to know is you

can get help figuring it all out. Visit us on the web,

call 1-800-TAX-1040 or ask your tax preparer. When

it comes to getting help claiming everything you

honestly deserve, consider it done.

Internal Revenue Service
www.irs.gov/eitc

This space donated by The Tech
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March 2, 2010
5:30p – 7p

Wong Auditorium |  MIT Bldg E51 
70 Memorial Drive

Event Details

web.mit.edu/cis | starrforum@mit.edu

Light refreshments will be served.  This event is free and open to the public.

“Death of the News?” is a Starr Forum event co-sponsored by 
the MIT Center for International Studies and Technology Review.

MARIA BALINSKA is editor of 
World Current Affairs Radio at 
the BBC. She is currently at 
Harvard University as the Ruth 
Cowan Nash Nieman Fellow 
where she is exploring the 
future of reporting in the digital 
ageage in the wider context of how 
the Internet is changing soci-
ety. 

SPEAKERS:
SUSAN GLASSER is executive 
editor of Foreign Policy and the 
key innovator behind its 2009 
web re-launch, transitioning it 
from  the old media function of 
promoting a print magazine to a 
dynamic daily online newspa-
per.per.

JASON PONTIN is editor in chief 
of the award-winning maga-
zine, Technology Review and 
TechnologyReview.com, pub-
lished by MIT. Pontin also 
serves as the publisher of 
Technology Review, oversee
ing all aspects of the 
company’s business. 

Journalism is in a crisis. 
Newspapers are going out of business; 
        editors and reporters are losing their jobs.
In a vanishing era of so-called 
traditional media, how do we save the 
news?

“Death of the News?” brings together 
a panel of experts to discuss the rise 
of online media and its impact on 
global society.

Starr Forum March 2, 2010 FREE Donate Your 
Question at

web.mit.edu/tac

What is the question

you think
is most important
for the World?

Donate your question.  Start a new dialogue.
Change the discussion @ MIT.  Connect. 
dropping knowledge MIT is a campaign to build community and surface the questions people carry. 

What really matters to the guy sitting next to you in the lecture hall? To your advisor? 
To the person who cooked your lunch? What might happen if we knew what matters to others and why? 

donate your question at http://web.mit.edu/tac

dropping knowledge

Made possible by the Council for the Arts at MIT

Free tickets for MIT Students!
Alloy Orchestra
performing live to Man with a Movie Camera 
Saturday, February 27, 2010 at 8pm
Somerville Theatre, Davis Square

Dziga Vertov’s groundbreaking film, Man with a Movie Camera, has influenced 
the generations of films that came out since the silent era. The film’s rapid 
editing and nonstop energy provide the perfect subject for what many believe 
is Alloy’s best score ever. And now a gorgeous new print from the Moscow 
Film Archive makes this show a “must see” event.

Alloy Orchestra is a 3-man musical ensemble, writing and performing live to 
classic silent films.  An unusual combination of found percussion and state-of-
the-art electronics gives the Orchestra the ability to create any sound imag-
inable. Utilizing their famous “rack of junk” and electronic synthesizers, the 
group generates beautiful music in a spectacular variety of styles. They can 
conjure up a French symphony or a simple German bar band of the 20’s. The 
group can make the audience think it is being attacked by tigers, contacted 
by radio signals from Mars or swept up in the Russian Revolution.

1 ticket per valid MIT student ID

Tickets available at the MIT Office of the Arts (E15-205) 
Monday - Friday, 2:30 - 5:30pm in person, 
first-come, first-served only

tions.
“We’ve got some who are really 

good with the technology,” Coffin 
said. “There’s a real technical sav-
vy out there in this generation, and 
this lets them show off their splic-
ing, their stop action, their ani-
mation. Some of the engineering 
applicants show us what they’ve 
made. One kid is talking, and then 
all of a sudden, he’s in the water, to 
show off his underwater camera.”

While elephants are a common 
theme in the videos — Jumbo the 
elephant is Tufts’ mascot — only 
Michael Klinker went so far as to 
build a small remote-control blue-
elephant helicopter that flies mer-
rily around his backyard.

Some of the videos have de-
veloped a YouTube following. 
The popular favorite is probably 
Amelia Downs, with more than 
6,000 views for her video combin-
ing “two of my favorite things: be-
ing a nerd and dancing,” in which 
she performs a bar graph, a scatter 
plot, a pie chart, and a sine and co-
sine graph.

“I tried tap dancing at first, be-
cause that’s what I do most, but we 
only have a cheap digital camera, 
and the sound came out badly,” 
said Downs, who is from Char-
lotte, N.C. “My best friend filmed 
me, and we did each shot once or 
twice. I did the editing in about an 
hour, and the computer crashed 
five times while I was doing it.”

Still, Downs said she thought it 
was “very cool” that Tufts invited 
videos.

For a number of colleges, this 
is the year of the video, what with 
Yale’s 16-minute YouTube offer-
ing, “That’s Why I Chose Yale,” a 
spoof of “High School Musical,” 
and “Reading Season,” a musical 
by admissions counselors at the 
University of Delaware.

Even without prompting, ad-
missions officials say, a growing 
number of students submit videos. 
Maria Laskaris, the dean of admis-
sions at Dartmouth, noticed the 
trend last year, and said this year 
had brought even more videos, 
mostly showcasing music, theater 
or dance talents.

For Tufts, the videos have been 

a delightful way to get to know the 
applicants.

“At heart, this is all about a 
conversation between a kid and 
an admissions officer,” Coffin said. 
“You see their floppy hair and 
their messy bedrooms, and you 
get a sense of who they are. We 
have a lot of information about 
applicants, but the videos let them 
share their voice.”

Videos are genuinely optional, 
he said, so not having one does 
not count against a student — and 
a bad video would not hurt an ap-
plicant’s admission chances “un-
less there was something really 
disgusting.”

Coffin remains committed to 
the traditional essay-writing re-
quirement. “We will never aban-
don writing,” he said. “No matter 
what, it’s important to be able to 
express yourself elegantly in writ-
ing.”

But, he said, it is good for Tufts 
to show new-media savvy as well.

“Kids who are 17 and 18 are 
very facile with new media,” he 
said, “and one of the challenges 
for colleges right now is to stay 
ahead of that curve.”

To his surprise, about 60 per-
cent of the videos are from women, 
and two-thirds are from financial-
aid applicants, easing concern 
that the video option might help 
the already-advantaged affluent 
applicants.

Coffin said he never worried 
about YouTube privacy issues.

“These kids blog, they tweet, 
they don’t seem to worry much 
about privacy,” he said. “Maybe 
I was naive, but it didn’t occur to 
me that these videos would be so 
public, and so followed.”

While the application allowed 
students to put their video on any 
easily accessible Web site, he said 
almost everybody used YouTube.

Having seen the popularity 
of the videos — and heard from 
current Tufts students who want 
their favorite applicants admitted 
— Coffin now plans to put the best 
ones into a “Tufts Idol” contest 
once admissions season is over.

“So much of what we do in ad-
missions is opaque, and that con-
tributes to all the frenzy,” he said. 
“This is something that’s com-
pletely transparent.”

Tufts applicant’s 
‘math dancing’ 
clip is a hit online
Tufts , from Page 1

Up to $1100a month!

APPLY ONLINE:
www.SPERMBANK .com

Receive free health and genetic screenings.
Help people fulfill their dreams of starting a family.

SPERM DONORS
     NEEDED

Healthy MEN in college or with a college degree wanted for our 
sperm donor program.

Minimal time commitment

We have 
computers

You’re 
probably 
Course 6

Help Manage The 
Servers of the 

First Newspaper 
on The Web!

join@tech.mit.edu
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Eating Disorder Treatment
Treatment of Adults Suffering from 

Anorexia and Bulimia Nervosa 
Informed clinicians refer their clients to 
Laurel Hill Inn. LHI provides the most 
effective treatment and deploys the highest 
staff-to-client ratio in New England. We 
provide extensive programming in a highly 
structured and supervised non-institutional 

therapeutic setting. Evening, day, and residential treatment as well as 
weekly support groups in West Medford and West Somerville.  Call 
Linda at 781 396-1116 or visit www.laurelhillinn.com. 

Solution to Crossword
from page 8

Melissa Renée schumacher—The Tech

MIT Natya performs during the Laasya Indian Classical Dance Competition in Kresge on Saturday. Natya and Dheem, of Boston University, co-hosted the competition, and 
teams from six other universities competed.

10% Discount on $15
(or more) order with MIT ID.

Royal Bengal
Boston’s only authentic Bengali Cuisine restaurant

Open Daily Except Monday 
11:30 am – 11:30 pm
Lunch Buffet $7.95
Reasonably Priced Dinners

313 Mass. Ave., Cambridge
(617) 491-1988

T: Red Line, Bus #1 – Central Square

Free delivery for orders over $10.
Take-out, platters, and catering available.
http://www.royalbengalrestaurant.com/

The Tech does 
many things to 

get a story.

It’s fl own its staff to 
Chicago to see 
March Madness 
in person.

It’s fl own its 
staff to Los 
Angeles for E3.

It’s gotten 
its staff press 
passes to Red 
Sox games.

It’s covered its 
staff’s dinners, 
concerts, and 
movies.

It’s set up 
interviews for 
its staff with 
movie stars, 
foreign dignitaries, and 
other famous people.

Got your 
interest?

join@tt.mit.edu
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Smile!
Who knows what you’ll fi nd peeking out from 
behind the door here in the southeast corner of 
the Student Center! Come meet our friendly 
staff every Sunday, Monday, Wednesday, and 
Thursday night during term and become a part 
of making the news happen.

join@the-tech.mit.edu
W20-483
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the cameras and speculated that 
they were put there to watch the 
MLK exhibit.

The cameras were successful 
in deterring vandalism this year, 
Weiner said. She noted that slums 
exhibit was missing “some pizza 
boxes and empty soda bottles,” 
though this may have been inno-
cent.

“I hope this isn’t an opportunity 
for Campus Police to keep cameras 
up in Lobby 10 forever,” Weiner 
said.

Last year, a display about the 
Palestinian/Israeli conflict was re-
moved in its entirety, and a card-
board cutout of Abraham Lincoln 
was replaced with a cardboard 
cutout of “Crocodile Hunter” Steve 
Irwin.

The exhibit was also vandalized 

multiple times in 2007, as well as in 
prior years.

In a Nov. 2007 survey of cam-
pus video cameras, Komola told 
The Tech he thought the lack of 
policy and accounting for cameras 
on campus was a real problem. He 
added that the faculty and admin-
istration needed to be approached 
on these issues, but there were no 
concrete plans for improving the 
situation. Since then, repeated ca-
sual inquiries directed at the se-
curity office have found there has 
been no progress on such a policy.

In the survey, The Tech reported 
that the Department of Chemistry 
maintained a comprehensive array 
of 30 cameras throughout Building 
18, as well as a handful of cameras 
in departmental space in Buildings 
4 and 18, and also that the Depart-
ment of Mathematics maintained 
four cameras within Building 2.

Lobby 10 cameras 
are two of many 
installed at MIT
Cameras, from Page 1

MIT Office of Minority Education 

 

Interphase 2010 
Call for Instructors, Resident Facilitators, and 

Office Assistants 

The Office of Minority Education seeks applicants for summer 
employment in MIT Interphase 2010 – an intensive academic and transition pre‐
freshmen program. During the summer prior to MIT enrollment, approximately 

70 incoming students spend 7 weeks (June 27th – August 18th) at MIT and 
undertake a curriculum of Calculus, Physics, Chemistry, and Writing, hone their 

study skills, and participate in a myriad of co‐curricular activities. 

Available  positions  are:  Interphase  Instructors,  Interphase  Resident 
Office Assistants, Interphase Resident Facilitators.  

For  position  descriptions,  additional  details,  and  to  apply,  please  visit  the 
website: http://web.mit.edu/ome.   You must also  submit an unofficial  copy of 
your transcript to the Office of Minority Education, Room 4‐113, by Wednesday, 
March 3rd, 2010 at noon. MIT’s underserved students are especially encouraged 
to apply. 

 

Got a thing for John 
McPhee, Susan Orlean 

and Katherine Boo?
The Tech is looking for feature writers to work on 
some special reporting projects. If you are deeply 
curious and like telling stories, we want you.

Long-form journalism is not dead. Come write 
for us. E-mail join@tech.mit.edu.
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Solution to Sudoku (Hard)
from page 9

1 4 6 7 5 3 9 2 8
2 5 3 4 8 9 7 1 6
9 8 7 1 2 6 5 4 3
6 3 5 2 7 8 1 9 4
7 9 1 3 6 4 2 8 5
4 2 8 9 1 5 6 3 7
5 6 4 8 9 2 3 7 1
3 1 2 5 4 7 8 6 9
8 7 9 6 3 1 4 5 2

Solution to Sudoku (Easy)
from page 9

1 3 5 9 8 7 4 2 6
2 8 9 6 5 4 3 7 1
7 6 4 1 3 2 8 9 5
5 9 6 3 2 1 7 4 8
8 4 2 5 7 9 1 6 3
3 1 7 4 6 8 9 5 2
4 5 8 2 9 3 6 1 7
9 2 3 7 1 6 5 8 4
6 7 1 8 4 5 2 3 9

Feng Wu—The Tech

Adrianna Tam ’11 of Syncopasian sings “Hua Tian Cuo” by Wang Lee Hom at the Intercollegiate Taiwanese American Students Association banquet on Saturday night. ITASA 
is an annual conference about Taiwanese-American identity, and was held at MIT this year.

ONLY YOU  CAN  PR E VE N T  W I L D FIRE S.
w w w. s m o k e y b e a r. c o m

ONLY YOU  CAN  PR E VE N T  W I L D FIRE S.
w w w. s m o k e y b e a r. c o m

The most dangerous
animals in the forest 
don’t live there.

The most dangerous
animals in the forest 
don’t live there. This space 

donated by 
The Tech
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By Russell Spivak
Sports editor

MIT is known for many 
things — engineering, sciences, 
technology, having incredibly 
talented writers — but not par-
ticularly sports. Barring our re-
cent, unprecedented success in 
basketball and the success we’ve 
had in less mainstream sports 
such as pistol, we’re still known 
as the land of numbers and more 
numbers.

The Sloan School of Manage-
ment plans to change — or at 
least tweak — that perception.

Sloan will hold its fourth an-
nual sports analytics conference 
on Saturday, March 6. Headlin-
ers include Mark Cuban, owner 
of the Dallas Mavericks; Bill 
Simmons, the famed Sports 
Guy from ESPN.com’s Page 2; 
Michael Lewis, author of The 
Blindside and Moneyball; Brian 
Burke, the General Manager of 
the Toronto Maple Leafs; Rich-
ard Gotham, president of the 
Boston Celtics; Buck Showalter, 
former MLB Manager and now 

ESPN analyst; Bill Polian, presi-
dent of the Indianapolis Colts; 
Jonathan Kraft, president of the 
Kraft Group, which owns the 
New England Patriots; and Av-
ery Johnson, ESPN analyst, for-
mer NBA champion and Coach 
of the Year for the Dallas Maver-
icks.

The idea behind the confer-
ence is that MIT, a place known 
for its fascination with math-
ematics, would “provide a forum 
to discuss the increasing role of 
analytics in the sports industry.” 
What better a place to discuss 
analytics of any industry than 
the world’s leader in analytics 
across the board?

Unfortunately, tickets are 
sold out for the star-studded 
conference. For those who are 
unable to attend, The Tech’s 
sports staff will be bringing back 
highlights from the conference. 
There will also be video clips of 
presentations and speeches at 
Sloan’s website. 

The agenda is available at 
http://www.sloansportsconfer-
ence.com/2010/agenda/.

By Greg Mckeever
daper Staff

Competing without a pair of 
All-Americans, the No. 3 ranked 
MIT women’s track and field team 
was still able to take second place 
at the NCAA New England Divi-
sion III Championship, hosted by 
Southern Maine over the week-
end. Portia M. Jones ’12, Jamie 
L. Simmons ’12 and Hazel L. Bri-
ner ’11 captured individual New 
England titles, as Tech’s 90 team 
points were good for second be-
hind Williams College, which fin-
ished with 156 points.

Jones earned a team-high 25 
points for the Cardinal and Grey 
while reaching a pair of NCAA 
provisional qualifying marks. 
Jones captured her first ever In-
door New England Championship 
in the 55-meter hurdles, finishing 
nine one-hundredths of a second 
ahead of Wheaton’s Didi Jusme, 
in 8.34 seconds. Jones was second 
in the event at last year’s regional 
Championship, behind team-
mate Amy R. Magnuson ’10, who 
has been hampered by injury for 
much of the season and was not 
able to defend her title.

Jones finished as the runner-
up in the 400m, an event in which 
she already holds the top time in 
Division III on the season, with 
a time of 58.13. The sophomore 
All-American was also a part of 
the second-place 4x200 relay, 
along with Margaret C. Leibovic 
’10, Martha M. Gross ’12 and Sim-
mons. She then had a fourth-place 
effort in the 200m, completing one 
lap of the track in 26.09 seconds.

Simmons captured the individ-
ual title at 600m in 1:37.01, beating 
Middlebury’s Julie Ryan-Davies to 
the finish by 0.05 seconds.

Briner cruised to the win in the 
Pentathlon, outscoring her near-
est competitor by 180 points while 
finishing no lower than fourth in 
any single event. Briner won the 
55-meter hurdles (8.73 seconds) 
and 800m (2:22.89) and finished 
second in the high jump (5-0.25 
feet).

Brooke C. Johnson ’13 set a 
new MIT standard in the mile, 
finishing in 4:57.75 en route to a 
third-place showing. Johnson’s 
time places her seventh in the na-
tion currently.

Tech brought home the most 
total points in the pole vault, as 
three Engineers were among the 
top eight, for a total of 14 points. 
Karin E. Fisher ‘11 led the way 
with a second-place finish, clear-
ing an NCAA Provisional qualify-
ing height of 11-5.75 feet. Briner 
made it over the same bar but fin-
ished in fourth place based on at-
tempts. Lynn E. Jepsen ’11 earned 
points with an eighth-place effort.

Like the men’s team, the En-
gineers will compete in the NEI-
CAAA Championships next week-
end at Boston University.

By Greg Mckeever
daper Staff

Behind five event wins, the 
MIT men’s track and field team 
captured the NCAA New Eng-
land Division III Indoor Cham-
pionship for the 10th time in 
program history, the first since 
2003. Stephen A. Morton 
’10 had an outstanding 
overall day, taking home 
three individual event ti-
tles while setting a pair of 
Institute records, to help 
the Engineers dethrone 
defending New England Cham-
pion, Williams College. Tech 
earned 132.5 points to outlast 
the Ephs, who finished with 109. 
Gregory D. Tao ’10  and the dis-
tance medley relay team were 
also crowned New England 
champs.

Morton had a pair of record-
breaking efforts in the long jump 
and triple jump. His 49-4.25 foot 
effort in the triple jump estab-
lished a new MIT record while 
also besting the meet record in 
that event, set in 2009. That jump 
earns Morton an automatic 
qualification to the upcoming 
NCAA National Champion-
ship and is currently the best 
mark in the country. In the long 
jump, Morton also established a 
new program standard with his 
jump of 23-9.00 feet. The dis-
tance was also good enough to 
automatically qualify for the Na-
tional meet. Morton now holds 
all four MIT records in the long 
jump and triple jump, both in-
door and outdoor. The four-time 
All-American also placed first in 
the 200m, with a time of 22.38 
seconds and finished fifth in the 
55-meter dash (6.59 seconds).

Tao led a dominant show-
ing for Tech in the pole vault, 

as three Engineers finished in 
the top seven earning a total of 
17 points. Tao cleared 15-9.25 
feet to claim his second straight 
New England Championship. 
Nathan Peterson finished in a 
tie for third with his 15-3.00 foot 
effort and Cyrus Vafadari ’11 (14-
11.00) took home seventh place. 

Both Tao and Peterson 
achieved the NCAA provi-
sional qualifying mark.

The distance medley 
relay squad of Richard J. 
Prevost ’11, Patrick K. Marx 
’13, Dawit H. Zewdie ’13 

and Kyle J. Hannon ’13 edged the 
quartet from Amherst College by 
just over eight-tenths of a sec-
ond, finishing first in 10:21.06. 
Marx also set a freshman record 
in the 600m, placing fourth with 
a time of 1:22.86.

Prevost and William S. 
Phipps ’10 picked up important 
points at 1000 meters, as Pre-
vost finished just four-tenths of 
a second off the pace in second 
place (2:31.10). Phipps’s time of 
2:34.06 was good for sixth. He-
magiri Arumugam ’10 (8:44.03) 
in the 3000m and Paul D. Welle 
’11 (15:22.85) at 5000m each cap-
tured fourth-place showings.

In other field events, James R. 
Oleinik ’09 continued to impress, 
finishing second with a toss of 
49-8.25 feet. Three Engineers fin-
ished in the points in the weight 
throw, led by Kenneth B. Cooper 
’13 in third with a distance of 53-
3.00 feet. Chinedum K. Umachi 
’12 was right behind him with a 
53-1.75 foot throw while Antho-
ny D. McDonald ’10 took eighth 
place.

MIT will be back in action 
next weekend at the NEICAAA 
Championship, hosted by Bos-
ton University. The meet begins 
on Friday, February 26 at 11 a.m.

Track and field competes at 
New England Championship

Sloan will hold 
sports analytics 
conference No. 3 women 

finish second 
to Williams

Men’s team captures first 
championship since 2003; 
Morton sets MIT records

Men’s Basketball

Saturday, 2/20

at Springfield College� W 66-62

Women’s Basketball

Saturday, 2/20

at Smith College� L 55-35

Men’s Volleyball

Saturday, 2/20

vs. SUNY Institute of Technology� W 3-0

vs. Ramapo College� W 3-0

Sunday, 2/21

vs. Rivier College� L 3-0

at. Endicott College� L 3-2

SCOREBOARD
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LEGAL COUNSEL
MIT students, family, employers and 
start-ups seeking U.S. legal counsel, 
campus or office consultation. Call:

James Dennis Leary, Esq. 
321-544-0012

This space donated by The Tech


