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The emperor’s 
new art
Chinese artists put a 
modern spin on art 
from the Ming and 
Qing dynasties. 
Arts, p. 11

Wikileaks madness
Why is it that politicians didn’t 
mind so much when Julian 
exposed Afghan informants, 
but leaking diplomatic gossip 
steps over the line? 
OPN, p. 5

PUT India on the unsc
The Security Council could do with a 
little more diversity. OPN, p. 5

“Bad boys” are good
Letter to the Editor tells us the virtues of 
the steamy new calendar. OPN, p. 4

TEch has weekly 
schedule for iap
For the month of Janu-
ary, The Tech will publish 
every Wednesday. Nor-
mal publication resumes 
February 1.

In Short
Evaluate your classes! Student evalu-
ations are due on December 13 at 9 
a.m. Take a study break and head over 
to http://web.mit.edu/subjectevalua-
tion/

If you downloaded MIT Student 
MATLAB before August 16, 2010, 
you will need to switch to the new 
MATLAB license before December 
20, 2010. The new license will allow 
access to MATLAB without an MITnet 
or VPN connection. More information 
is available at http://ist.mit.edu/news/
studentmatlab

This Tuesday will be the last day of the 
produce market before winter break.

Get a ride to the airport. MIT Facili-
ties will be offering a shuttle to Logan 
airport on December 15-18 for $10. 
Reserve your spot at http://web.mit.
edu/facilities/transportation/shuttles/
airport.html

Electronic W-2 forms will be available 
to the MIT community starting in Jan-
uary in an effort to reduce paper waste, 
improve access, and eliminate printing 
and mailing delays. To switch from pa-
per to electronic forms, visit http://web.
mit.edu/sapwebss/PS1/money_home.
shtml before January 15.

Timothy R. Jenks ’13, the UA Vice 
Speaker, has resigned, saying that he 
does not have time for it. He will con-
tinue on as a Senator.

Gene patents are under investigation, 
page 14.

Electronic student group reim-
bursements will soon replace paper 
vouchers, page 15.

What’s new with Harvard’s Corpora-
tion? Read up on it on page 14.

Joseph D’Amelio, the former MIT 
Police officer charged with drug-traf-
ficking, is scheduled to stand trial in  
March, page 19.

FRI: 28°f | 16°f

Becoming cloudy

SAT: 44°f | 30°f

Mostly sunny

SUN: 47°f | 34°f

Rain

Sam Range—The Tech

Materials Science Professor Donald R. Sadoway removes the foil on a bottle of Champagne 
Wednesday in his final lecture for 3.091, the solid-state chemistry GIR class he has taught for 16 
years. Following a lecture on eutectic properties of mixtures, Sadoway explained the chemistry of 
Champagne production and demonstrated the proper serving of the beverage.

Sadoway toasts to 16 years of teaching 3.091

By Margaret Cunniff
Staff Reporter

MIT will work with Forest City Bos-
ton to build a new building at 298–334 
Massachusetts Avenue, in the area just 
north of Random Hall, expanding re-
search and retail opportunities along 
the block. Construction could start as 
soon as a year from now.

Additionally, MIT is looking to fur-
ther develop Kendall Square by bring-
ing in more retail and research space 
opportunities in the next five to twelve 
years, and has launched a major rezon-
ing effort and political campaign to do 
so.

The new MIT/Forest City build-

ing will be a five-story, approximately 
240,000 square foot building. The 
ground floor will be used for retail fa-
cilities, while upper stories will be ded-
icated to research and office space, said 
Peter Calkins, Executive Vice President 
of Forest City Boston.

The building will extend along Mass 
Ave. from the former Cambridgeport 
Saloon through the All Asia restaurant. 
It will extend a block down Blanche 
Street, from Mass Ave. to Green Street, 
and then approximately halfway down 
Green Street. Random Hall, which ex-
tends from 282 to 290 Mass Ave, will 
not be affected by the development.

Image: Google; Illustration: Joanna Kao, John A. Hawkinson

MIT plans to develop its real estate at 298-334 Mass Ave. A five-story, 
240,000 square foot facility will replace buildings just north of Random Hall.

MIT plans expansion 
of University Park

By John A. Hawkinson
news editor

Anna L. Tang was deemed not 
criminally responsible for the at-
tempted murder of Wolfe B. Styke.

Judge Bruce R. Henry ruled 
Wednesday that the prosecution 
had failed to prove that Tang had 
a substantial capacity to conform 
her conduct to the requirements of 
the law.

Tang, who has struggled with 

mental illness since childhood, 
stabbed Wolfe B. Styke ’11 in the 
early morning hours of October 23, 
2007 in Styke’s Next House dormi-
tory room. Tang was a Wellesley 
College junior at the time.

The verdict came on the 7th day 
of trial — a long and slow trial with 
a “mountain of evidence — 48–49 
exhibits,” noted defense attorney 
Robert A. George.

There was never any question 
of whether Tang stabbed Styke. The 

question was whether her men-
tal illness — bipolar disorder with 
psychotic features — prevented 
her from stopping herself.

“I’m glad,” said Tang’s mother 
after the trial. “I’m happy that it is 
over.”

But it is not over for Tang.
After the verdict, the judge had 

to decide what happens to Tang 
in the short term. Judge Henry 

Anna Tang acquitted in stabbing
Wellesley student found not responsible due to bipolar disorder

John A. Hawkinson—The Tech

Anna L. Tang was found not 
guilty by reason of insanity by 
Middlesex Superior Court judge 
Bruce R. Henry. The judge or-
dered her to undergo a psychiatric 
evaluation. 

The Cheney Room: 
MIT’s hidden gem

By Maggie Lloyd
Associate news editor

On any given day, the Mar-
garet Cheney Room, a lounge 
designated exclusively for fe-
male students at MIT, is peace-
fully quiet. In this hidden 
campus gem, flyers are plas-
tered on the walls, with topics 
ranging from UROPs to body 
image. Posters proclaim Mar-
tha Stewart-esque guidelines: 

“Exercise every day.” “Learn 
to Prioritize.” “Avoid people 
who are complainers or who 
stress you out.” “Relax.” Beds, 
puzzles, a piano, showers — 
the room has everything for 
the exhausted female student 
to relax.

“I always see a lot of sur-
prised faces when a student 
is seeing the room for the first 

CAC, Walker groups to talk 
Student groups worried over Walker changes

20 attend dining protest
SayNo organizes sit-in at Corp. meeting

By Stan Gill
Staff Reporter

This morning, several design and 
construction firms will be taking a tour 
of Walker Memorial to evaluate the 
building’s potential to support MIT’s 
Music and Theater Arts programs. Al-
though Campus Activities Complex 
Director Phillip J. Walsh has said “no 
decisions have been made and can-
not be adequately addressed until the 

feasibility and assessment reviews are 
conducted” in regards to the project, 
the action of the Facilities department 
in hiring these architects and contrac-
tors comes as an alarm to several stu-
dent groups housed in Walker.

About one-third of Walker’s space 
is permanently occupied by organiza-
tions. Several of these groups, such as 
the WMBR, the Black Student Union, 

By Natasha Plotkin
executive editor

For the first week in what 
seems like all semester, few 
public words have been spo-
ken about dining. No new 
petitions have been sent out, 
no Undergraduate Associa-
tion resolutions have been 
passed, and no new tweaks to 
the plan have been made. It’s 
been a week since the last din-

ing protest. Perhaps students 
have finally accepted the ad-
ministration’s word that it is 
committed to moving ahead 
with the most recent version 
of the plan, perhaps they’re 
even mostly satisfied with it, 
or maybe they’re just busy 
studying for finals.

We may come to better 
know how the student body 

Land development, Page 9

Cheney Room, Page 17

Anna Tang, Page 8

Walker worries, Page 8 SayNo protest, Page 14
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Situation for Noon Eastern Time, Friday, December 10, 2010
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Weather

Extended Forecast
Today: Morning sunshine then overcast.  High 28°F (-2°C), 

becoming warmer after sunset.  Winds calm & variable.
Tonight: Cloudy, becoming warmer, slight chance of early 

morning snow, low 30°F (-1°C).  Winds S at 7-10 mph.
Tomorrow: Some afternoon sunshine, high 44°F (7°C).  

Winds WSW at 7-10 mph.
Sunday: Rain likely, highs in the high 40s °F (8°C).
Monday: Rain tapering off while briefly changing to snow, 

highs in the low 40s °F (5°C).

By Vince Agard
STAFF METEorologist

A proverbial grab bag of 
weather will be on display this 
weekend, with clouds, sun-
shine, rain, and possibly even 
snow all on tap. First, clearing 
skies and calm winds will re-
sult in some of the coldest air 
of the autumn this morning, 
with temperatures plunging 
into the mid-teens.  However, 
as a high pressure center drifts 
offshore, southerly flow will 
advect warm air to our area, 

and temperatures will increase 
steadily throughout the day 
and overnight, bringing Satur-
day’s high to the mid-40s.

Next, a strong cyclonic low 
is forecast to develop over the 
Midwest and move eastward, 
reaching our area by Sunday.  
This system will bring con-
sistent rainfall during the day 
on Sunday and continue into 
Monday. Finally, some of the 
precipitation could change 
over to snow on Monday as 
the system moves out and 
temperatures fall.

Weeekend weather 
warmer, wetter

By John F. Burns
The New York Times 

LONDON — Britain’s coalition 
government survived the most se-
rious challenge yet to its auster-
ity plans on Thursday when Parlia-
ment narrowly approved a sharp 
increase in college fees. But violent 
student protests in central London, 
including an attack on a car carrying 
Prince Charles and his wife Camilla 
to the theater, provided a stark mea-
sure of growing public resistance.

The 62-year-old heir to the Brit-
ish throne and his 63-year-old wife, 
the Duchess of Cornwall, were said 
by palace officials to have been 
unharmed in the incident, which 
occurred when a group of about 
50 protesters broke through a cor-
don of motorcycle police while ap-
proaching London’s theater district 
in slow-speed traffic.

A photograph of the couple, in 
formal evening dress, showed them 

registering shock as protesters 
beat on the side of their armored, 
chauffeur-driven Rolls-Royce with 
sticks and bottles, smashing a side 
window, denting a rear panel and 
splashing the car with white paint.

Prime Minister David Cameron 
called the attack on the royal cou-
ple’s car “shocking and regrettable.”

Other violence across the city 
center continued into the night. 
Scotland Yard said at mid-evening 
that at least 12 police officers were 
injured, six of them seriously. At the 
height of the unrest, rioters threw 
snooker balls, lighted flares and 
fireworks at the police, and tried 
to topple statues in Westminster 
Square, across from the Commons. 
At least 43 people were arrested.

The violence provided a disturb-
ing backdrop to the day’s political 
events, which were themselves a 
watershed moment for Cameron’s 
seven-month-old coalition gov-
ernment. The coalition confronted 

a difficult rupture as the Liberal 
Democrats, the coalition’s junior 
partners, split among themselves.

Although half of the Liberal bloc 
voted against the tuition hike, the 
coalition won the House of Com-
mons vote, 323-302. The 21-vote 
margin was far short of the coali-
tion’s nominal 84-vote majority. In 
the end, Liberal leader Nick Clegg 
and other Liberal ministers voted 
for the increase. Without the back-
ing of the Liberals, Cameron’s Con-
servatives would likely have to face 
a new election, with no certainty 
they could win a contest that would 
center on the austerity program.

Recent weeks have seen other 
occasions when street protests 
have spilled over into violence, but 
nothing on the scale of Thursday’s 
unrest, which was punctuated by 
the unexpected and, many said, 
ill-advised, appearance of Prince 
Charles and Camilla in the midst of 
the uproar.

UK student protesters attack 
car carrying Prince Charles

By Jennifer Steinhauer
The New York Times 

WASHINGTON — In a blaze of 
unusual bipartisan fury, a military 
policy bill that would repeal the ban 
on gay and lesbian soldiers serv-
ing openly in the military stalled in 
the Senate on Thursday, severely 
diminishing the chances of ending 
the Clinton-era policy this year.

On a vote of 57 to 40, Sen. Harry 
Reid, the majority leader, found 
himself 3 votes short of the 60 need-
ed to clear a procedural hurdle that 
would have opened the way for pas-
sage of the measure.

While Sen. Joseph I. Lieberman, 
a Connecticut independent, and 
Sen. Susan Collins of Maine, the 
only Republican to vote in favor of 
the bill, said they would introduce 
a stand-alone measure to repeal 
the “don’t ask, don’t tell” policy, 
such an effort seems to have limited 
prospects this year.

“I’m sad to say I think the 
chances are very slim for getting it 
through,” Collins acknowledged in 
an interview after the vote.

The stalemate suggested that a 

key policy goal of President Barack 
Obama, and yet another center-
piece of his 2008 campaign, may 
elude him.

“I am extremely disappointed 
that yet another filibuster has pre-
vented the Senate from moving 
forward with the National Defense 
Authorization Act,” Obama said in 
a statement after the Senate defeat. 
“Despite having the bipartisan sup-
port of a clear majority of senators, a 
minority of senators are standing in 
the way of the funding upon which 
our troops, veterans and military 
families depend.”

After the vote, Reid and the 
House speaker, Nancy Pelosi, con-
sulted on their options, officials 
said, discussing an approach where 
the House could pass legislation 
strictly focused on “don’t ask, don’t 
tell” and send it to the Senate for ex-
pedited action.

“We’re going to keep up the 
fight,” Lieberman said at a news 
conference shortly after the vote. 
“But we’re not kidding ourselves. 
This is not going to be easy.”

As a result of the filibuster, Con-
gress faced the prospect of failing 

to pass a major Pentagon policy 
measure for the first time in nearly 
50 years, tying up a pay raise for the 
military and other benefit improve-
ments.

Oddly, instead of the usual dy-
namic of Republican versus Demo-
crat on a bill doomed to fail, the 
tangle Thursday was between a 
Democrat and a Republican over 
how to proceed with a rare piece of 
legislation that enjoyed fragile bi-
partisan support.

Reid, after months of back and 
forth discussions with Republicans 
whom he was trying to lure to his 
side with promises of amendments, 
called suddenly for a procedural 
vote, knowing it would surely fail. 
Collins, with whom he had been 
haggling, told Reid she needed more 
time and concessions to bring her 
Republican colleagues on board.

Midday Thursday, before a 
nearly empty chamber, Reid began 
his sales pitch for the bill, explain-
ing why he was bringing it to a vote 
instead of negotiating further with 
his colleagues. “Discrimination has 
never served America very well,” he 
said.

Senate stalls bill to repeal gay 
exclusion policy in military

A people’s car that few want
MUMBAI, India — When it was introduced in early 2009, 

the egg-shaped Tata Nano was billed as a modern-day people’s 
car, an ultracheap vehicle that would bring greater mobility to 
the masses of India and, eventually, the world. But those ambi-
tions have stalled — for now, at least.

Though car sales have shot up across India, because of an 
economy that is growing at nearly 9 percent annually, sales of 
the Nano have been falling for the last four months. Its maker, 
Tata Motors, sold only 509 Nanos to its dealers in November — 
a stark contrast to the 9,000 it delivered in July. Last year, when 
media coverage and auto writers’ praise were stoking demand, 
Tata had orders for more than 200,000 Nanos, which has a list 
price starting at about $2,900.

But as Tata has struggled with problems like production 
delays and fires in some of the cars, rival cars like the Maruti 
Suzuki Alto have overtaken the Nano. The Alto, which starts at 
$6,200 here, had sales of more than 30,000 in November, mak-
ing it India’s best-selling car last month.

Analysts say the Nano situation demonstrates it may not be 
sufficient to make cheaper, smaller versions of existing prod-
ucts to win over that broad base of customers. Companies, they 
say, must also make sure the products are widely available and 
are seen as safe, useful and alluring.

—Vikas Bajaj, The New York Times 

San Diego house burned 
down, for safety’s sake

SAN DIEGO — The authorities in San Diego County burned 
down a house filled with explosives on Thursday after deter-
mining that removal of the volatile clutter of chemicals, deto-
nators and grenades would be too dangerous.

Officials discovered the hazardous house in Escondido last 
month after a gardener stepped on a homemade bomb in the 
yard. When county sheriffs and FBI agents tried to enter, they 
found so many explosive materials lying about, in containers 
and loose piles, that they abandoned their search.

Later, a bomb squad collected samples including PETN, 
which was used in 2001 when a man on an airplane tried to 
ignite a bomb in his shoe, and HMBT, which can explode when 
stepped on.

The house was rented by George Jakubec, 54, an unem-
ployed software consultant. He has pleaded not guilty to fed-
eral charges of making explosives and robbing three banks 
with firearms. Prosecutors have declined to say why they think 
Jakubec assembled the jumbled arsenal, saying on Thursday 
that “the investigation is ongoing.”

—The New York Times

Wisconsin and Ohio forfeit 
money for rail lines

Ohio and Wisconsin’s loss of $1.2 billion in federal stimulus 
money for rail projects will be California, Florida and 11 other 
states’ gain.

Ohio and Wisconsin sought and won the stimulus money 
earlier this year to build new rail lines to create jobs, ease traffic 
and help the environment. But both states elected new Repub-
lican governors last month who vowed to kill the train projects, 
arguing that they were boondoggles that would require annual 
state subsidies to operate.

Now both states, which have been hit hard by the economic 
downturn, are losing the money. The federal Department of 
Transportation announced Thursday that it was rescinding 
the $810 million that had been awarded to Wisconsin to build 
a train line from Milwaukee to Madison, and the $385 million 
that was awarded to Ohio to build a train line linking Cincin-
nati, Columbus and Cleveland.

—Michael Cooper, The New York Times



Friday, December 10, 2010� The Tech  3W
O

R
LD

 &
 N

a
t

ion


 W
O

R
LD

 &
 N

a
t

ion


 W
O

R
LD

 &
 N

a
t

ion


 W
O

R
LD

 &
 N

a
t

ion


 W
O

R
LD

 &
 N

a
t

ion


 W
o

R
lD

Lesser known nuclear pact
with Russia wins clearance

WASHINGTON — While President Barack Obama presses the 
Senate to embrace a new arms control treaty with Russia, another 
nuclear pact with Moscow cleared its final hurdle on Thursday 
after more than four years with virtually no notice but potentially 
significant impact.

An agreement opening the door to greater civilian nuclear co-
operation between the two countries cleared its final hurdle in 
Congress and will now take force in what Obama hopes will be an-
other step toward strengthening the Russian-American rapproche-
ment that has been one of his signature foreign policy goals.

The civilian nuclear agreement lifts longstanding limitations 
to allow extensive commercial nuclear trade, technology transfers 
and joint research between Russia and the United States. It does 
not permit the transfer of restricted data, but it eliminates a signifi-
cant barrier to Russia’s importing, storing and possibly reprocess-
ing spent nuclear fuel from American-supplied reactors around 
the world.

The agreement was a top priority of Obama’s predecessor, Pres-
ident George W. Bush, who sealed a deal with the Kremlin in May 
2008. But he withdrew it from Congress four months later in protest 
of Russia’s war with its tiny neighbor, Georgia. Obama resubmitted 
it last May, saying that Georgia “need no longer be considered an 
obstacle” and citing recent Russian cooperation in trying to stop 
Iran from developing a nuclear weapon.

—Peter Baker, The New York Times

Payroll gives Red Sox edge on 
Yankees in making deals

For the past decade, the New York Yankees and the Boston Red 
Sox have been rivals not just on the field during the season, but also 
in the off-season while trying to sign big-name stars. One year, the 
Yankees sign C.C. Sabathia and A.J. Burnett. The next year the Red 
Sox add John Lackey and Adrian Beltre.

So it goes this year, only the Red Sox appear to have the upper 
hand because they have more players coming off their payroll. 
With that cash, the Red Sox have signed two of the most sought-
after stars: first baseman Adrian Gonzalez (an eight-year contract 
extension reportedly worth about $160 million) and outfielder Carl 
Crawford (seven years, $142 million).

The Yankees passed on Jayson Werth but, as expected, gave new 
contracts to Derek Jeter (three years, $51 million) and Mariano Ri-
vera (two years, $30 million).

Eager to erase the memory of their playoff departure this year 
and mindful of their goal to reach the World Series each season, the 
Yankees sweetened their offer for Cliff Lee on Thursday, adding a 
seventh guaranteed year.

Coincidentally or not, the fresh bid by general manager Brian 
Cashman came a day after the Red Sox shook hands with Crawford 
and tipped the balance of power between the clubs in Boston’s di-
rection.

—Ken Belson, The New York Times

Hackers attack sites considered 
enemies of WikiLeaks

LONDON — In a campaign that had some declaring the start of 
a “cyberwar,” hundreds of Internet activists mounted retaliatory at-
tacks Wednesday on the websites of multinational companies and 
other organizations they deemed hostile to the WikiLeaks anti-se-
crecy organization and its jailed founder, Julian Assange.

Within 12 hours of a British judge’s decision Tuesday to deny 
Assange bail in a Swedish extradition case, attacks on the websites 
of WikiLeaks’ “enemies,” as defined by the organization’s impas-
sioned supporters, caused several corporate websites to become 
inaccessible or slow down markedly.

Targets of the attacks, in which activists overwhelmed the 
sites with traffic, included the website of MasterCard, which had 
stopped processing donations for WikiLeaks; Amazon.com, which 
revoked the use of its computer servers; and PayPal, which stopped 
accepting donations for Assange’s group.

Visa.com was also affected by the attacks, as were the websites 
of the Swedish prosecutor’s office and the lawyer representing the 
two women whose allegations of sexual misconduct are the basis 
of Sweden’s extradition bid.

The Internet assaults underlined the growing reach of self-
described “cyber anarchists,” anti-government and anti-corporate 
activists who have made an icon of Assange, a 39-year-old Austra-
lian whom they consider one of their own.

—John F. Burns and Ravi Somaiya, The New York Times 

Cash is king for more 
consumers this holiday season

Christmas will no longer be on credit for many shoppers, de-
spite tempting offers from retailers and credit card companies try-
ing to coax the plastic out of consumers’ wallets.

The lowest percentage of shoppers in the 27-year-history of a 
national survey said they used credit cards over the Thanksgiving 
weekend, while the use of general credit cards like Visa and Mas-
terCard fell 11 percent in the third quarter from a year earlier, ac-
cording to the credit bureau TransUnion.

“Cash is the route I’m taking this year, from past experiences 
with credit cards and being in debt and trying to pay it off for so 
many years,” said Liz Gonzalez, a community-college employee in 
Signal Hill, Calif. Her debt problems started two Christmases ago, 
when she charged the gifts that turned into the bills that sent her 
life into disarray. Gonzalez, 40, still owes $2,200 from that Christ-
mas.

“I was spending so much with them,” she said of the credit 
cards. “I lost control.”

Britt Beemer, chief executive of America’s Research Group, a 
survey firm, said that was a common sentiment.

—Stephanie Clifford, The New York Times

By David Barboza
The New York Times 

SHANGHAI — Chinese censors 
apparently began blocking the news 
websites of CNN, the BBC and the 
Norwegian broadcaster NRK from 
appearing in China on Thursday, 
a day before the Nobel Peace Prize 
ceremony is to be held in Oslo, Nor-
way, to honor Liu Xiaobo, the im-
prisoned dissident.

The Chinese authorities have 
denounced the decision by the No-
bel Committee to award this year’s 
prize to Liu, who is serving an 11-
year prison sentence for subversion 
after he led a pro-democracy cam-

paign here.
The government has sharply 

criticized Norway and suggested 
that Western nations are trying to 
impose their values on China.

China has not said that it is inten-
tionally blocking the news websites 
of the broadcasters, but Chinese 
censors regularly black out some 
portions of CNN and BBC television 
broadcasts when delicate political 
topics are covered. This happens 
even though CNN, BBC and other 
international television channels 
are largely limited to five-star hotels 
and luxury apartments that cater to 
foreigners.

Beijing’s anger over the deci-

sion to make Liu the first Chinese 
citizen to receive the Nobel Peace 
Prize has seemed to intensify in the 
weeks leading up to the ceremony. 
In recent days, Beijing has pressed 
foreign governments to boycott the 
ceremony and repeatedly referred 
to Liu as a criminal.

As of Thursday, 45 countries had 
notified the Nobel committee that 
they would be sending representa-
tives to the ceremony and 19 said 
they would not, the committee an-
nounced at a news conference in 
Oslo. Two countries that previously 
had announced that they would not 
attend — Ukraine and the Philip-
pines — decided to attend instead.

China moves to block foreign 
broadcasts on Nobel prize

Illegal immigrants who drive
risk more than a ticket

Sports stars seek profit from 
catchphrases, nicknames, epithets

September 11 rescue worker health 
bill blocked by Senate this week

By Julia Preston 
and Robert Gebeloff

The New York Times 

LAWRENCEVILLE, Ga. — It 
was just another suburban fender-
bender. A car zoomed into an in-
tersection and braked too late to 
stop at a red light.

But for Felipa Leonor Valencia, 
the Mexican woman who was driv-
ing the Jeep that was hit that day 
in March, the damage went far be-
yond a battered bumper. The crash 
led Valencia, an illegal immigrant 
who did not have a valid driver’s 
license, to deportation proceed-
ings — after 17 years of living in 
Georgia.

Like Valencia, an estimated 4.5 

million illegal immigrants nation-
wide are driving regularly, most 
without licenses, according to an 
analysis by The New York Times. 
Only three states — New Mexico, 
Utah and Washington — currently 
issue licenses without proof of le-
gal residence in the United States.

Many states have adopted 
tough new laws to prevent illegal 
immigrants from driving, while 
expanding immigration enforce-
ment by the state and local police. 
As a result, at least 30,000 illegal 
immigrants who were stopped 
for common traffic violations in 
the last three years have ended 
up in deportation, Department of 
Homeland Security figures show. 
The numbers are rapidly increas-

ing, aggravating tensions in the na-
tional debate over immigration.

In Georgia, voters have been 
worried about unlicensed illegal 
immigrants whose driving skills 
are untested and who often lack 
insurance, including some who 
caused well-publicized accidents. 
Lawmakershave tightened re-
quirements to keep illegal immi-
grants from obtaining licenses and 
license plates, and have increased 
penalties for driving without them.

Many Georgia counties have 
begun to cooperate formally with 
the Department of Homeland Se-
curity, so that illegal immigrants 
detained by the local police are 
turned over more consistently to 
federal immigration authorities.

By Katie Thomas
The New York Times 

Jets cornerback Darrelle Revis 
shut down so many receivers last 
season that teammates started call-
ing his turf Revis Island, where op-
posing players were inevitably ma-
rooned.

By last December, Cincinnati 
Bengals receiver Chad Ochocinco 
was boasting on Twitter that he 
would be an “escape inmate gone 
wild on Revis Island.” (He was not, 
and left the game with a knee in-
jury.) Mayor Michael R. Bloomberg 
jokingly renamed Manhattan Re-
vis Island in January when the Jets 
reached the American Football 
Conference championship game.

But even as the term became a 

part of Jets lexicon — spawning T-
shirts, a fan blog and a commercial 
for Dick’s Sporting Goods — Revis 
was quietly laying claim to it. In Jan-
uary, he applied to the U.S. Patent 
and Trademark Office to register 
the term for use on “T-shirts, sweat-
shirts, sweat pants, hats, footwear, 
sleepwear, swimwear.”

Revis is among a number of ath-
letes who are seeking federal trade-
mark protection for their names, 
nicknames and even their catch-
phrases. The slogans come in all 
varieties: trash-talking (“Stomp You 
Out,” claimed by the former Giants 
defensive end Michael Strahan), 
self-aggrandizing (“I Love Me Some 
Me,” registered by Bengals wide 
receiver Terrell Owens), self-dep-
recating (“Manny Being Manny,” 

claimed, and later abandoned, by 
the baseball slugger Manny Ramir-
ez), and just plain weird (“Got 
Strange?” registered by Vikings de-
fensive end Jared Allen).

Trademarking nicknames and 
phrases is not new — Pat Riley ob-
tained a trademark for the term 
“three-peat” in 1989, when he 
coached the Los Angeles Lakers — 
but lawyers who handle intellec-
tual property rights say the practice 
has accelerated in recent years as 
athletes and sports figures seek to 
extend their brands into the enter-
tainment world. The federal trade-
mark office does not keep statistics 
on the professional athletes who 
file for protection, nor does the In-
ternational Trademark Association, 
which represents owners.

By Raymond Hernandez
The New York Times 

WASHINGTON — Republican 
senators blocked Democratic legisla-
tion on Thursday that sought to pro-
vide medical care to rescue workers 
and others who became ill as a result 
of breathing in toxic fumes, dust and 
smoke at the site of the 9/11 World 
Trade Center attack.

The 9/11 health bill, a version of 
which was approved by the House of 
Representatives in September, was 
among several initiatives that Sen-
ate Democrats had hoped to approve 
before the close of the 111th Con-
gress. Supporters believe this was 
their last real opportunity to have the 
bill passed.

The action by the Senate created 
huge uncertainty over the bill’s fu-
ture. Its proponents were working on 
Thursday to salvage the legislation, 
with one possibility being to have it 
inserted into a large tax-cut bill that 
Republicans and Democrats are try-
ing to pass before Congress ends its 
current session.

But such a move seemed unlike-
ly, since it might complicate passage 
of the tax package, which includes 
another provision that Democrats, 
including President Barack Obama, 
sought in return for supporting the 
extension of tax cuts for all income 
levels that Republicans wanted: a 
continuation of unemployment ben-
efits for jobless Americans.

In a vote largely along party lines, 

the Senate rejected a procedural 
move by Democrats to end debate 
on the 9/11 health bill and to bring it 
to a vote; 60 yes votes were needed, 
but the move received only 57, with 
42 votes against.

Republicans have been raising 
concerns about how to pay for the 
$7.4 billion measure, while Demo-
crats, led by Sen. Kirsten Gillibrand 
of New York, have argued there was a 
moral obligation to assist those who 
put their lives at risk during rescue 
and cleanup operations at ground 
zero.

The bill is formally known as 
the James Zadroga 9/11 Health and 
Compensation Act, named after a NY 
police detective who participated in 
the rescue efforts at ground zero. 
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OPINION POLICY
Editorials are the official opinion of The Tech. They are 

written by the editorial board, which consists of Chairman Steve 
Howland, Editor in Chief Jeff Guo, Managing Editor David M. 
Templeton, Executive Editor Natasha Plotkin, Opinion Editors 
Joseph Maurer and Ethan Solomon, Advisory Board member 
Andrew T. Lukmann, and Opinion Staff members Nina Sinatra 
and Ryan Normandin.

Dissents are the signed opinions of editorial board members 
choosing to publish their disagreement with the editorial.

Letters to the editor, columns, and editorial cartoons are 
written by individuals and represent the opinion of the author, 
not necessarily that of the newspaper. Electronic submissions 
are encouraged and should be sent to letters@tech.mit.edu. 
Hard copy submissions should be addressed to The Tech, 
P.O. Box 397029, Cambridge, Mass. 02139-7029, or sent by 
interdepartmental mail to Room W20-483. All submissions are 
due by 4:30 p.m. two days before the date of publication.

Letters, columns, and cartoons must bear the authors’ 
signatures, addresses, and phone numbers. Unsigned letters will 

not be accepted. The Tech reserves the right to edit or condense 
letters; shorter letters will be given higher priority. Once 
submitted, all letters become property of The Tech, and will not 
be returned. Letters, columns, and cartoons may also be posted 
on The Tech’s Web site and/or printed or published in any other 
format or medium now known or later that becomes known. The 
Tech makes no commitment to publish all the letters received.

Guest columns are opinion articles submitted by members 
of the MIT or local community.

TO REACH US
The Tech’s telephone number is (617) 253-1541. E-mail is the 

easiest way to reach any member of our staff. If you are unsure 
whom to contact, send mail to general@tech.mit.edu, and it 
will be directed to the appropriate person. You can reach the 
editor in chief by e-mailing eic@tech.mit.edu. Please send press 
releases, requests for coverage, and information about errors 
that call for correction to news@tech.mit.edu. Letters to the 
editor should be sent to letters@tech.mit.edu. The Tech can be 
found on the World Wide Web at http://tech.mit.edu.

An article on published on Tuesday, December 7, about the 2.009 final presentations 
incorrectly stated the projected cost of the Blue Team’s egg washer was $100,000 per 
unit. Their initial legal and patent costs are expected to be $100,000, but their projected 
production costs are between $600 and $1,000 per unit.

An article running on Friday, December 3, gave wrong information about the mini-
mum sentence Anna L. Tang might receive were she convicted. (Tang was judged not 
guilty on Wednesday.) Tang did not face a minimum of ten years in prison — there was 
no mandatory minimum for the charges she faced.

A headline from Tuesday, December 3, erroneously stated that Tang has multiple 
lawyers. She has only one lawyer.

That same article misspelled the given name of the prosecutor. She is Assistant Dis-
trict Attorney Suzanne M. Kontz, not Susanne. The same mistake was also made in a 
web-only article about the trial that was published on June 16.
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Letters to the editor

“Bad Boys” calendar 
is appropriate

I write this in response to Melissa B. 
Yan ’14’s letter proposing a boycott of the 
Bad Boys of Boston Calendar.

As a freshman, Ms. Yan may be 
unaware that the Bad Boys of Boston 
calendar is hardly without precedent. The 
Women of the East Side calendar, a calen-
dar featuring the sexy side of East Campus, 
Bexley, Senior Haus and Random Hall’s 
female residents, has had three issues (full 
disclosure: I am a model in the last two), 
and I daresay they have been a resounding 
success. In addition, a few years ago, the 
women of the west side of campus created 
a similar calendar. None of these four 
calendars have caused any of the problems 
Ms. Yan anticipates for the Bad Boys.

Ms. Yan worries about “bad press” 
for MIT. Neither women’s calendar has 
caused any sort of media scandal; there is 
no reason to think that the press will jump 
on a similar calendar for men. Even if it 
does, who cares? College students using 
sex appeal to raise money for charity is 
nothing new. So long as all the models are 
over 18 and sign releases — and I assure 
you, they are and they do — there is noth-
ing illegal or immoral in consenting adults 
reveling in their own sexuality. Further, it 
is important to note that both the Bad Boys 
and Women of the East Side are careful to 
make it clear they are in no way endorsed 
by or officially affiliated with MIT. The 
calendar models simply just so happen to 
all be MIT students.

Another concern of Ms. Yan’s is that 
prefrosh might see the calendar and be 
scared off. The solution is simple: don’t 
want to look at pictures of gorgeous geeks? 
Don’t buy a calendar.

Finally, Ms. Yan seems to think that 
there’s something wrong with selling sexy 
calendars for charity. Firstly, if the Dream 
a Dream foundation has a problem with 
this, I’m sure they can return the money 
and the Bad Boys will happily find another 
cause just as worthy that will accept their 
donation. I can’t speak for how the Dream 
a Dream foundation feels about sexy 
calendars, but I can certainly say that 
the Big Jimmy Scholarship has been very 

happy to receive the proceeds from the 
Women of the East Side Calendars. In no 
small part due to our help, the scholarship 
now has over $100,000 towards its endow-
ment, and is already helping students with 
their tuition. There is nothing wrong with 
voluntarily using one’s natural talents 
and looks (and hard work to build those 
lovely, sculpted muscles) to raise money 
for charity.

In short: ladies and gentlemen of MIT, 
please, enjoy your sexy naked nerdflesh 
without guilt. The Bad Boys of Boston 
calendar comes with my highest recom-
mendation. Naked men with razor-sharp 
minds not your thing? The East Campus 
desk is still selling copies of the past few 
Women of the East Side calendars, featur-
ing women well-endowed in both brains 
and beauty posed for your visual enjoy-
ment.

Caroline Figgatt ’11

Computational 
biology needs depth, 
not just breadth

We were incredibly excited to read 
in The Tech a few weeks ago that MIT 
is planning to create an official plan for 
undergraduate computational biology 
education. Having graduated from MIT 
last spring and spent three years in UROPs 
(with one of us continuing as an MEng) 
in the Berger Computation and Biology 
Group, we appreciate the need for in-
creased guidance for undergraduates who 
are interested in computational biology. 
When we first came to MIT, we remember 
many people wondering why we, as math 
and computer science majors, were taking 
biology classes and attending biology-
related talks. We often felt unsure of which 
classes to take and how to best prepare 
ourselves for careers in interdisciplinary 
research, and without the guidance that 
we were fortunate to receive from faculty 
and graduate students, we may not have 
found our way. The enthusiasm that both 
Professor Grimson and Professor Kaiser 
expressed about guiding undergraduates 
interested in computational biology was 
wonderful to hear.

However, we are concerned that this 
new major may not be the best way to 
prepare students for interdisciplinary 
research because it does not require 
students to explore any one field in depth. 
At group meetings, talks, and conferences, 
some of the most creative ideas we have 
heard come from researchers who bring 
an in-depth knowledge of math, computer 
science, or biology. Many of the most 
important advances in this field, such as 
the algorithms for assembling sequence 
reads during the Human Genome Project, 
would not have been possible if there 
had not been researchers involved who 
had substantial experience in algorithms, 

machine learning, or biochemistry. While 
a broad understanding of the related fields 
is clearly necessary in order to approach 
these problems, it seems to us that in order 
to make a meaningful contribution to the 
field, depth is extremely important as well 
and should not be overlooked, even on the 
undergraduate level.

When we were undergraduates, we 
asked many graduate students, post-docs, 
and professors for advice, and almost 
everyone said the same thing: develop an 
in-depth knowledge of math, computer 
science, or biology, and gain a solid foun-
dation in the other two areas. Based on 
our few years of research in the field, we 
would give the same advice to incoming 
undergrads. We think that the compu-
tational biology major should require 
students to pick the side of the field that 
most interests them and gain an in-depth 
education in that area, along with some 
additional foundational classes in the 
other areas.

For example, students who are more in-
terested in the quantitative side should be 
required to take probability (18.440/6.041) 
— the course that we have thus far found 
the most useful in our research — and sta-
tistics (18.443), an additional algorithms 
or AI-related class (18.433, 6.034, or 6.867), 
and a couple of proof-based classes. It is 
clearly also important that these students 
be required to take several foundational 
biology classes, but their focus should be 
to gain a solid background in math and/

or computer science that will enable them 
to develop novel computational methods 
in this field. As students coming from the 
quantitative side, we are not sure what ad-
ditional biology classes would make sense 
for students coming from that side, but we 
have gotten the impression from peers that 
there are additional classes that would be 
useful. Another possible path is to follow 
mechanical engineering’s model with the 
2A major, allowing students to major in 
6 or 18 with a concentration in 7 or 20, or 
vice versa.

We are thrilled that the MIT EECS and 
Biology Departments plan to incorporate 
a computational biology program into 
undergraduate education. We hope that 
faculty, students, and alumni will work 
together to find a way to create a compu-
tational biology major or concentration 
within other majors that enables students 
to both gain a deep knowledge base in one 
area and a foundation in the others that 
they need for innovative research in this 
field.
Irene M. Kaplow ’10 and Michael K. Yu ’10

There is nothing wrong 
with voluntarily using 
one’s natural talents 
and looks (and hard 
work to build those 
lovely, sculpted 
muscles) to raise 
money for charity.

In order to make a 
meaningful contribution 
to the field, depth of 
coursework should not 
be overlooked.
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By Ariadne G. Smith

Entrepreneurship is one of those things 
that belongs to our generation. Our lives are 
continually defined by companies that have 
been started by entrepreneurs our age. En-
trepreneurship is something that we all want 
to try.

As students, we’re fortunate to be in one 
of the best entrepreneurial ecosystems in the 
world. In Cambridge, and especially where I 
live in Central Square, it’s hard to go through 
a normal day without running into some-
one who either has started a company or 
has a strong interest in doing so. The Cam-
bridge/Boston entrepreneurial ecosystem is 
healthy. There is no dearth of venture capi-
tal, networking events, or, most importantly, 
intelligent people and innovative technolo-
gies. At MIT, we have the latter two catalysts 
of entrepreneurship — people and technol-
ogy — which is why building a healthy entre-
preneurial ecosystem at MIT is a must.

If you enter the realm of professional 
graduate programs, there is no lack of inter-
est or motivation to start a company. But we 
need to focus on the undergraduates in this 
picture. There are a myriad of resources for 
the business students: MBA tracks in entre-
preneurship, exclusive Sloan entrepreneur-
ship courses, and competitions that are run 
almost exclusively by MBA students. Under-
graduates should have the same opportuni-
ties to try and learn about entrepreneurship 
as their graduate counterparts. Not only do 
they work closely with cutting-edge tech-
nologies, but they are passionate, driven, 
and accustomed to late nights of group tool-
ing. They also need the direction. When 
soul-searching for career paths and trying to 
answer the eternal undergraduate question 
“what am I going to do with my life?”, ‘entre-
preneurship’ should be a competitive option, 
up there with working for a large engineering 
firm, consulting, or going to graduate school. 
But as an undergraduate, I failed to tap into 
the resources MIT had for entrepreneurship.

So why am I writing this article as a grad-
uate student? If, instead of applying to grad-
uate schools and jobs during my senior year 
at MIT, I had been presented with the op-
portunity to either start a company or work 
for a startup, I would’ve taken the offer in a 
heartbeat. However, I felt totally unprepared 
to engage in entrepreneurial activities. I had 
long ago decided that starting a company 
was on my to-do list at some point in my life, 
but I was getting tired of telling people that 
I wanted to work on a startup then feeling 
foolish for really not knowing where to start. 

I’m no expert on entrepreneurship, but 
I did my share of dabbling in entrepreneur-
ial activities at MIT. I thought that the Sloan 
entrepreneurship course I took as a sopho-
more would inspire me and teach me how 
one exactly goes about starting a company. 
Ancient case studies and trite guest speak-
ers were actually de-motivational. When I 
entered a portion of the 100K competition, 
I was surprised to find it run almost entirely 
by graduate students. What I really wanted 
was a club or class that was designed for me 
— an undergraduate engineer who knew 
nothing about how to start a company, but 
just wanted to do something.

So what can we do to change this?
One area that this entrepreneurially-

minded Institute should address is the chal-
lenge of meeting people to work with out-
side one’s major. A key to startups is finding 
people with diverse backgrounds and skill 
sets who can work cohesively as a team. It 
becomes increasingly difficult to meet peo-
ple to work with outside of one’s major as 
classes become smaller and more specific. 
Although competitions such as the 100K 
and IDEAS provide plenty of “mixers” and 
“idea generator” events, I personally would 
like to see a resource that connects people 
with startup interests and isn’t necessarily 
housed within a competitive setting.

Academic leadership programs, such as 
the Gordon Engineering Leadership Pro-
gram, help fulfill this need, although their 
intent is not to connect students to build 
companies. Rather, the program brings to-
gether peers from a variety of majors and in-
terests and creates an environment in which 
one works on solving problems and learning 
about leadership. 

And while I was colored unimpressed 
by my first exposure to an entrepreneur-
ship class at MIT, the Institute does have a 
number of really exceptional courses on 

entrepreneurship. What distinguishes these 
classes from the one that I took is the fact 
that they focus on active learning — learn-
ing by doing. One of these such courses is 
6.976 — The Founder’s Journey — which lets 
students take their ideas through the startup 
process. The stated objective of the class is 
to allow you, the engineer, to see if entrepre-
neurship is a career choice you’d like to pur-
sue. Classes that I’ve also heard great things 
about are Innovation Teams (15.371), and 
New Enterprises (15.390).

What 6.976 did for me (and something 
that entrepreneurship organizations on 
campus should focus on) was to serve as a 
gateway to other entrepreneurial activities, 
not only at MIT, but also in the greater Cam-

bridge/Boston community. There are far too 
many free, open events with entrepreneurs 
from all around the city to count. A great 
resource for keeping track of these is Green-
horn Connect (http://www.greenhorncon-
nect.com/), started by a peer at Northeastern 
University. I attended my first-ever confer-
ence in entrepreneurship in October and 
loved the energy, intelligence, and collabo-
ration that characterized the group of entre-
preneurs.

Although the undergraduate entrepre-
neurial ecosystem at MIT still needs some 
TLC and rejuvenation, we actually do have a 
surprising number of resources available to 
students. If you’ve ever even remotely con-
templated starting a company or working 
for a startup, I’d suggest taking some of these 
courses, talking to your peers about a cool 
idea you have, and getting out into the larger 
entrepreneurial community that Boston has 
to offer. Becoming involved in these courses 
and resources has rejuvenated my desire to 
start a company, and, unlike before, I feel 
like it’s a tangible option for the future.

Ariadne G. Smith ’10 graduated in June 
with a degree in Course II and is currently a 
graduate student in the Engineering Systems 
Division.

Guest column

The undergraduate entrepreneurial 
ecosystem at MIT
’Tute shows a welcome commitment to supporting entrepreneurs

A key to startups is 
finding people with 
diverse backgrounds and 
skill sets who can work 
cohesively as a team.As students in 

Cambridge, we’re 
fortunate to be in one of 
the best entrepreneurial 
ecosystems in the world.

By Samuel Markson
Staff Columnist

Secretary of State Hillary Clinton has 
called the latest Wikileaks/Bradley Man-
ning revelations “very irresponsible, 
thoughtless acts that put at risk the lives 
of innocent people all over the world.” 
Mike Huckabee stated that anything 
less than execution is too kind a penalty. 
Sarah Palin said of Julian Assange, the 
front-man of the Wikileaks ensemble, 
“He is an anti-American operative with 
blood on his hands ... Why was he not 
pursued with the same urgency we pur-
sue al-Qaeda and Taliban leaders?”

This past summer I wrote to The 
Tech with my thoughts on the release, 
encouraging MIT students to be care-
ful with supporting Bradley Manning 
or Julian Assange. I was skeptical of As-
sange’s motives and abilities to handle 
the job of truth’s caretaker. I saw many 
people who I felt were missing the point 
and who took sides without properly 
understanding the issue.

I feel that way again, though not for 
the same reason. Now, I’m suddenly 
bemused at the reaction both from the 
Democrats and the Conservative peanut 
gallery, who have rallied to condemn 
both Manning and Assange, and some-
how compare the pair to terrorists.

Don’t get me wrong; I get the whole 
‘putting people’s lives at risk’ thing. The 
first leak, which was too undiscerning 
in redacting the names of informants 
in Afghanistan, seemed the most im-
prudent. It’s only now, after the latest 
release — which seems to have much 
more diplomatic bickering and much 
fewer strategy reports — that the anti-
Wikileaks fervor is galvanized. Only 
now is Wikileaks having its servers 
pulled and Paypal account dropped. 
Only now do Clinton, Huckabee, and 
Palin seem to care. 

But if Julian Assange and Bradley 
Manning weren’t going to release this 
information, who was? How can we 
expect the American public to be able 
to informedly vote for elected officials 
if it has no idea what’s going on? If the 
threat of an ascendent Iran is grave 
enough to unite America, the Arabs, and 
Israel, shouldn’t the American public 
know that before they cast their ballots? 
Shouldn’t we get to decide whether or 
not our country cooperates with tyrants, 
or appeases degenerates? At the very 
least, let us know every four years, be-
fore elections are coming up.

And that is the true value of 
Wikileaks. The success of democracy 
depends on all parties involved being 
well-informed. If the U.S. government 
deliberately prevents the distribution 
of information that concerns who we, 
as citizens, should be electing to public 
office, it’s hard to blame us, the citizens, 
for electing idiots time and time again. 
Or perhaps their plan was simply to cut 
the American public out of the process 
entirely. And a poor democracy that 
would be indeed.

In this controversy there is an apt 
lesson for the politicians of today: there 
will be more leaks in the future, but 
citizens needs to know what is going on 
from the government directly. We need 
that information to vote, to do busi-
ness, to know when to talk and when to 
fight. Reporters can only get so much 
out of interviews and press conferenc-
es. Former Wikileaks employee Daniel 
Dormscheit-Berg has left his former 
employer and plans to start a new in-
carnation of Wikileaks, sans dictatorial 
Assange-style leadership. But it would 
seem that Wikileaks is learning from its 
mistakes. Our elected officials and arm-
chair pundits would do well to do the 
same.

Add India to a revamped Security Council
The UNSC risks becoming irrelevant if rising powers are not added

By Keith Yost
Staff Columnist

On Nov. 8, on the final day of his visit 
to India, President Obama gave an ad-
dress to a joint session of the Indian parlia-
ment that included this gem: “In the years 
ahead, I look forward to a reformed United 
Nations Security Council that includes In-
dia as a permanent member.”

The idea of reforming the UNSC has 
been around for quite some time. One of 
the more popular modern variants includes 
expanding the number of permanent Secu-
rity Council positions. Frequently discussed 
candidates for the new spots include India, 
Brazil, Japan, Germany, an African country 
(likely South Africa or Egypt), and a Muslim 
state (maybe Turkey or Indonesia).

There is a very reasonable motivation 
for reforming the Security Council: interna-
tional institutions that do not reflect the dis-
tribution of power are fated to be irrelevant. 
For decisions to be binding, a critical mass 
of key players and power must be sitting 
down at the negotiating table; otherwise, 
whatever agreement that is reached is likely 
to be nothing more than pretty words. 

In the more flexible world of interna-
tional finance, change has come relatively 
easily — already we see the Group of Eight 
being replaced by the Group of Twenty as 
the de-facto organizing body on monetary 
policy and rule-setting. The UNSC, with its 
veto-holding permanent members, will be 
a tougher makeover.

And yet, for the United States, it would 
be better to reform the United Nations 

sooner rather than later. Time is to the ad-
vantage of rising powers. Putting off reform 
only means that status quo powers will be 
relatively weaker — and thus in a worse 
bargaining position — when a deal is even-
tually struck.

Perhaps Obama’s speech to the Indian 
parliament was only intended to tell Indi-
ans what they wanted to hear and nothing 
more. After all, securing India a permanent 
seat on the council is a herculean task, 
particularly if a nervous China decides to 
stonewall the bid.

However, the task is not so difficult as to 
make it hopeless, nor is its objective coun-
ter to U.S. interests. For the U.S, placing 
stable, powerful democracies in positions 
of power within a new international order 
is good long-term strategy — if they share 
many of the geopolitical worries of the U.S. 
(as India does), so much the better. And 
while China may wield a veto, the U.S. is 
still the world’s superpower, with unparal-
leled diplomatic clout — Beijing will find 
it hard to deny India admittance and still 
bill itself as the champion of a developing 
world if the U.S. maneuvers it into an up-
or-down vote on whether to add a string of 
developing countries to the Security Coun-
cil’s roster. 

Therefore, Obama should take seri-
ously his own proposal, and make concrete 
steps in the near future to see it realized. 
Of course, as a matter of smart politics, he 
should also demand something in return 
from India — namely that they make a seri-
ous effort to establish a lasting peace with 
Pakistan.

The greatest downside to a U.S-India 
relationship is its effects on Pakistan. Un-
der the current state of affairs, each step 
the U.S. makes toward a partnership with 
India is a step away from its partnership 
with Pakistan — the two countries’ polar 
rivalry makes simultaneous cooperation 
with both nearly impossible. On the bal-
ance, India makes the better prospect, but 
its value as an ally is greatly diminished 
by what we would give up to obtain it: los-
ing our bond with Pakistan would not just 
jeopardize the interests we pursue togeth-
er (namely counter-terrorism), but it might 
provoke Pakistan to intensify the desperate 
tactics it has traditionally used to try and 
maintain parity with its Hindu neighbor — 
supporting insurgents in Kashmir, backing 
fundamentalists in Afghanistan, and pur-
suing nuclear arms with rogue countries.

A divided Central Asia is not conducive 
to our aim of hedging Chinese power or 
denying terrorist organizations access to 
failed states. Nor is it in India’s interests — 
despite the enmity India shares with Paki-
stan, it must recognize that living next to a 
desperate basket-case is more dangerous 
than burying the hatchet and that continu-
ing a policy of unremitting opposition will 
yield less fruit than one of (even limited) 
cooperation.

Obama’s vision for India is not a pipe 
dream; there is great potential here to ex-
pand U.S. influence and craft a more sta-
ble world order. The president should do 
everything he can to ensure that his hope 
for the Security Council does not become a 
throwaway line on a forgotten speech.

Wise up 
about 
Wikileaks
Politicians 
must learn that 
openness is 
fundamental to 
democracy
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The future for Democrats: Run to the center?

By Keith Yost
Staff Columnist

There’s an interesting fairy tale that 
Democrats (and Mr. Veldman) have 
been telling themselves for more than 
a decade. “If we were simply better at 
getting out our message, we’d win more 
elections.” This is an incredibly facile 
analysis — it is akin to saying that the 
U.S. Army would win more wars if its 
soldiers shot more enemies and got 
shot less themselves. Even if it had the 
power to explain why Democrats win 
in some years and lose in others (which 
it doesn’t), it’s less than worthless as a 
form of strategic advice. The “voters are 
stupid, why else wouldn’t they vote for 
us” meme has been rampant on the left 
for quite some time — if it really had 
insights to offer, surely these lessons 
would have been capitalized upon by 
now.

There’s an even more interesting 
fairy tale that Democrats are telling 
themselves in the immediate after-
math of the 2010 elections. “If only we’d 
been more liberal” the line goes, “we 
wouldn’t have lost the midterms so 
badly.” According to this logic, if Demo-
crats had stayed true, not only would 
their base have come out in droves, but 
there would have been a better chance 
of repairing the economy, and thus a 
better chance of averting all those un-
happy unemployed people from voting 
Republican.

It’s not surprising that many on the 
left are making these verdicts. They are, 
after all, highly convenient to the par-
tisan purists that survived the election; 
such a diagnosis gives them the intel-
lectual cover to support unpopular poli-
cies and still claim they are responsible 
party leaders. But whatever succor it 
may provide to the Nancy Pelosis of the 
world, the idea that Democrats can stay 
the course on their left-wing agenda and 
see success in the next election cycle is 
nothing short of a complete abjuration 
of reality.

Firstly, the base did not stay home. 
Of those who voted in 2008 but did not 
vote in 2010 (the ‘droppers’), 40 per-
cent consider themselves independent, 
while those who consider themselves 
liberal and conservative poll at 32 per-
cent each. Thirty-nine percent said 
the Democrats “tried to have govern-
ment do too much,” and those who said 
Obama was more liberal than them out-
numbered those who said he was more 
conservative by three to two. This is not 
a picture of a depressed Democratic 
base — this is a picture of the country’s 
political center.

Of those who voted for Democrats in 
2008, but changed their minds in 2010 
(the ‘switchers’), the large majority are 
conservative or moderate, with only 11 
percent calling themselves liberal. By 
sizable majorities, they believe the gov-
ernment is too large and are concerned 
about the deficit. These are not the an-
gry jobless — they’re right-leaning inde-
pendents and moderate conservatives.

Secondly, the electorate is mov-
ing to the right. Looking at elections in 
the U.S. House, 42 percent of 2010 vot-
ers consider themselves conservative, 
compared with 32 percent just four 
years ago. The trend is reflected in the 
non-voting public as well — today, Gal-

lup polls indicate that 42 percent of the 
country consider themselves conserva-
tive, 35 percent moderate, and only 20 
percent liberal. What’s more, the GOP 
is winning an ever-higher percentage of 
the conservative vote — this cycle, they 
led Democrats among conservatives by 
71 points, up 19 from two years ago and 
up 10 from the wave election of 1994. If 
Democrats capture only 10-15 percent 
of the vote from a 42 percent chunk of 
the electorate, they’ll continue to lose 
elections.

Lastly, Republicans won a consider-
able number of governor’s mansions and 
state legislatures in 2010, which means 
that next year’s post-census redistricting 
will hand the GOP a golden opportunity 
to redraw the lines in their favor. Though 
the Republican lead in this area is not 
crushing (for every six districts they get 
to redraw, the Democrats will get rough-
ly five), there are two reasons to think it 
will be decisive: this is the first time in 
fifty years that Republicans have had a 
dominant hand in redistricting — Dem-
ocrats holding the pen will likely only 
have the chance to perpetuate an exist-
ing gerrymander, while Republicans will 
get to flip the status quo. Furthermore, 
Democrats are more susceptible to ger-
rymandering; their concentration in ur-
ban areas makes them easy to shunt into 
massively Democratic electoral ghettos 
without having to create the ridiculously 
contoured districts that betray partisan 
meddling.

After their loss in 2008, Republi-
cans looked into their political soul and 
found the Tea Party. It is hard to char-
acterize their transformation as a turn 
toward moderation; if anything, the 
Tea Partiers seem more extreme than 
previous iterations of Republican ide-
ology. But even if the GOP’s swing was 
not explicitly toward the center, it did 
result in an offering that appealed more 
to moderates and independents than 
before. Stripped from the platform were 
the deadweight of social conservatism 
and foreign policy neoconservatism. 
Whether these planks were thrown 
away or merely brushed under the rug 
remains to be seen, but the practical ef-
fect was to remove the party’s biggest 
handicaps and make a fresh bid for the 
nation’s swing votes.

In the face of an increasingly conser-
vative voting public and the loss of their 
structural political advantages, Demo-
crats very desperately need to reclaim 
the political center. Like Republicans, 
perhaps they will look into their souls 
and return with a product that remains 
true to a core portion of their ideology, 
yet offers something fresh and competi-
tive. But unlike Republicans, Democrats 
will not have the political landscape on 
their side if they choose to make such a 
gamble.

There is a safer road back to rel-
evance. To bring the droppers back 
to the polls, Democrats need to offer 
something that was not present during 
the 2010 election: truly moderate can-
didates. And to claw back the switchers, 
Democrats need to convince them that 
they too can be serious about fighting 
deficits.

Whatever path Democrats choose, 
one thing should be made clear to 
them: they lost. And if they don’t change 
something, they will lose again.

Who is out of touch, you say? Republicans 
regularly and unashamedly disregard the 
wishes of the American people

Being liberal doesn’t work — to 
remain relevant, Democrats must 
revise their agenda

By Mike Veldman
Staff Columnist

Penn Jillette once observed that the Re-
publican Party was essentially the “party of 
fear” and the Democratic Party the “party of 
hate.” During the Bush era (when he made 
the remarks) these designations hit the nail 
on the head. Republicans used the awful 
specters of Islamic terrorism, the Radical 
Gay Agenda, abortion and — gasp! — taxes 
to bully voters into thinking there was only 
one way they would make it through the next 
decade with their churches, families, money, 
or guns safe. Democrats, conversely, used 
George Bush as a symbol for everything that 
was wrong with Republicans. He, and by ex-
tension the Republican Party, wasn’t just in-
competent, he was greedy and racist and ever 
eager to encroach on our rights — he took 
from the poor to give to the rich, he turned 
a cold shoulder to the victims of Katrina, and 
he routinely disregarded the constraints of 
the Constitution.

I think the time has come to rebrand the 
Democratic and Republican Parties for the 
Obama era as the parties of Impotence and 
Obscurantism, respectively. It is these be-
haviors working in tandem with established 
historical trends — not shifts in the actual 
political leanings of most voters — that I 
believe are responsible for the numbers Mr. 
Yost cites.

For one, it has been well-documented that 
parties tend to do better in midterms when the 
opposing party controls the executive branch. 
The record for most losses in the House goes 
to Republican Warren Harding, whose party 
lost 77 seats in 1922, and in the Senate to Tru-
man in 1946 (D) and Eisenhower in 1958 (R), 
whose parties each lost 12 seats. By compari-
son, the Democrats lost 63 seats in the House 
and 6 in the Senate in 2010. This pattern ex-
tends back decades, has only rare, minor 
exceptions, and can on its own account for a 
large part of the Democratic loss. For Yost to 
attribute the midterm results to tectonic shifts 
in public opinion is a tad premature.

That is not to say that the Democratic 
losses in the House were not significant — to 
the contrary, they were the most substantial 
losses in either party in 70 years. But this has 
more to do with the parties themselves and 
not the political opinions most often associat-
ed with them. It essentially comes down to se-
mantics. Over the past several years, conser-
vative commentators have managed to turn 
the word “liberal” into a pejorative; “liberal” 
is now a subset of political stances that can be 
dismissed out of hand as too extreme. Using 
the word “conservative” as an insult simply 
does not carry the same weight. Conservative 
is acceptable. Liberal is radical.

The thing is, most Democratic policies 
coincide quite nicely with American public 
opinion. For example, so-called “Obamacare” 
was portrayed by conservatives/Republicans 
as a socialist, grandmother-euthanizing, gov-
ernment takeover. But when the provisions 
of the Patient Protection and Affordable Care 
Act are considered individually and without 
the “Obamacare” label, public support for 
them is conclusively positive. People like that 
health insurance companies can no longer 
drop you when you get sick or deny cover-
age to those with pre-existing conditions, that 
offspring can stay on a parent’s plan until the 
age of 26, and that the hole in Medicare Part 
D has been covered, among other things. (A 
personal favorite of mine is the provision that 
establishes a 10-percent tax on indoor tan-
ning services that use ultraviolet lights. Sorry, 
Snookie.) 

Other Democrat-backed proposals that 
also happen to agree with a majority of Amer-
icans include the extension of unemploy-
ment benefits, a bill that would have given 
health care to 9/11 rescue-workers who suf-
fer from complications due to their efforts, 
an end to the Bush tax cuts for the wealthiest 
Americans (but keeping them for everyone 
else), and the establishment of civil unions. 
Republicans are overwhelmingly opposed 
to these proposals (the rescue worker bill 
was killed in July — don’t ask me how the al-
legedly more patriotic party finagled out of 
a yea-vote for American heroes) and yet it 
is the Democrats who are considered out of 
sync with Americans. The most recent case in 
point is the vote on extending unemployment 
benefits. While two million Americans were 
struggling to survive sans paycheck, as John 
Kerry put it, Republicans essentially “held 
hostage” the extension of unemployment in-
surance until Democrats agreed to extend the 
Bush tax cuts for the wealthy; in the mean-
time, we struggle with a crushing deficit. It is 
the Republican demonization of Democratic 
legislation — and the inability of Democrats 
to respond effectively — that makes it seem 
like the Democratic Party is on the wrong side 
of public opinion.

And despite the resounding Republican 
victory in the House, Americans are in gen-
eral less happy about it than in other years. 
According to Pew Research Center, in 2006, 
60 percent of Americans were happy about 
the Democratic victory while only 24 percent 
were unhappy; this year, only 48 percent re-
ported being happy about the Republican 
victory, with 34 percent unhappy. Even more 
telling is that similar numbers of people dis-
approve (37 percent) and approve (41 per-
cent) of this Republican Congress’s agenda, 
a dismal showing compared to the 1994 Re-
publican victory (28 percent and 52 percent) 
and the 2006 Democratic victory (21 percent 
and 50 percent). What this means is not that 
Americans are moving further to the right, 
but that they are becoming increasingly dis-
appointed in both parties, and have settled 
for the Republicans this time around. Indeed, 
a full 76 percent of respondents said they ex-
pected continued or worsening partisanship 
in Washington.

Finally, Yost’s assertion that liberalism is 
losing relevance as conservatism gains trac-
tion is patently absurd when placed in the 
context of the past couple of decades. It is a 
well-known fact that self-described liberals 
compose a smaller portion of the U.S. popula-
tion than conservatives; this has been true for 
years. (As I said before, I personally think this 
is because of the connotations each word car-
ries, i.e. conservatives have linked themselves 
with “family values” and “fiscal responsibil-
ity” despite the fact that their behavior is in-
consistent with these platitudes, and liberals 
have been labeled as “radical” or “socialist,” 
to name the more mild appellations.) 

But according to Gallup, percentages of 
liberals and conservatives have remained 
more or less static for the past 18 years, with a 
few percentage point increase in the portion 
of liberals. While it is true that percentages 
of conservatives have increased slightly over 
the past two years, this fits nicely into a pat-
tern of a slight peak in liberalism and a slight 
dip in conservatism towards the end of the 
perhaps traumatizing Bush administration 
and into Obama’s inauguration. To infer from 
this that there is significance — indeed, the 
start of a fundamental demographic shift — 
to the marginal increases in conservatism is 
nothing more than statistically irresponsible 
extrapolation.

UA Update and Answers
At last week’s Exec meeting, there was a short dis-

cussion on dining at Simmons, but not many residents 
showed up to express their opinions. It transitioned into 
a discussion on FinBoard reforms. Changes have been 
made to split the Spring allocation period into two peri-
ods, and there was further discussion on changes to policy 
and funding, as well as the creation of a committee to re-
vise FinBoard policies over IAP.

Much happened at Monday’s Senate meeting as well! 
It began with a thorough discussion on the enrollment in-
crease and how it will affect academics and student life at 

MIT. Following the approval of UA budgets, class council 
budgets, and FinBoard allocations, multiple bills were 
passed. These include bills to fund MEETERS, fund an 
IAP class to learn massaging, fund publicity to improve 
the cross-campus nature of “Bad Ideas” Weekend, extend 
the operation of the Committee on Athena Printing, task 
CSL with effectively receiving feedback on Saferide driv-
ers, release Minutes for 42 UAS 8, fund a lighting board 
of $10,000 for theater student groups, utilize the Fresh 
Fund for December and IAP allocations, and create the 
Finboard Policy Ad-Hoc Committee.

We would like to note some important members who 
will be leaving us next semester. David Chang, Chair of 

SCEP, will be resigning to study abroad in France, and 
Krishna Esteva, Chair of Sustainability, will be resign-
ing for personal reasons. In addition, Tim Jenks, the 
Vice Speaker of the Senate, will be resigning due to time 
constraints, but he will continue to participate as a sena-
tor of fraternities. The UA thanks them for all their hard 
work!

In addition, the UA ran another midnight study break 
on Wednesday! We hope to continue to gather useful feed-
back. Feel free to email ua@mit.edu with questions, com-
ments, concerns, or suggestions!

Alec Lai, 
UA Secretary General

point/counterpoint
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GSC talks WalkerTang still faces commitment
decided he should use his discre-
tion under the law to require Tang 
undergo a mental evaluation. That 
evaluation will take 20–50 days, 
and will take place at the Solomon 
Carter Fuller Mental Health Center 
in Boston.

“This verdict does not change 
the fact that this defendant carried 
out an extremely vicious and cruel 
act of violence that resulted in seri-
ous injuries to an unarmed college 
student who was asleep at the time 
of the attack,” Middlesex District 
Attorney Gerry T. Leone said in a 
statement.

“We are thankful to the court 
for their thoughtful deliberation 
and consideration in this matter, 
and the resulting commitment 
of the defendant to a hospital for 
evaluation. We remain hopeful 
that at the upcoming commitment 
hearing, Ms. Tang will receive the 
mental health treatment necessary 
to minimize the likelihood of her 
committing such a violent offense 
again, including a safety plan and 
compulsion to engage in whatever 
treatment and medications that 
might be deemed warranted,” Le-
one said. 

The prosecution’s case was hurt 
the most by the testimony and writ-
ten reports of Dr. Alison Fife, who 
evaluated Tang on behalf of the 
court. Fife changed her opinion 
midway through the trial — in June 

— which necessitated halting the 
trial for five months as the defense 
regrouped.

“Dr. Fife’s two different opinions 
and her testimony regarding them 
leave me with more questions than 
they resolve,” Judge Henry said as 
he gave his verdict from the bench.

Henry said that he very much 
relied on the testimony of Wolfe 
Styke, the victim, as well as the tes-
timony of Dr. Michael J. Mufson, 
Tang’s treating psychopharmocol-
ogist.

Tang is definitely in better shape 
now than she was in October of 
2007. At the time she was on Celexa, 
being treated for depression — but 
her doctors now believe that she 
was bipolar. Treating bipolar illness 
with drugs intended for depression 
can be very problematic.

“It makes the lows lower and the 
highs higher,” Mufson said. 

Under Mufson’s care, Tang has 
instead been on Seroquel, an an-
tipsychotic drug intended for bipo-
lar illness. In and around the court-
room, she appears to be normal. 
The testimony of her doctors is that 
Seroquel has solved her problems.

George noted in his closing ar-
gument that Seroquel is the same 
drug used by rap musician Eminem, 
who credits it with saving his life.

There is currently no date for 
Tang’s commitment hearing — it 
will take place sometime after her 
mental health evaluation is com-
plete, probably in January.

The defense had tried to con-
vince the judge to let Tang remain 
under her current house arrest 
conditions while her mother was 
in the country visiting, through De-
cember 11, but the court instead 
ordered that Tang undergo evalua-
tion immediately.

The prosecution noted that the 
availability of a bed at the Fuller 
Center was particularly fortuitous 
and rare, and there was no guaran-
tee that bed would be available at a 
later date, and instead Tang might 
have to go to a much less conve-
nient facility for evaluation, such as 
one in Bridgewater, Mass. or Taun-
ton, Mass.

During the penultimate day of 
trial, the prosecution’s witnesses 
including two Cambridge Police 
Officers, who described Styke’s 
wounds in detail.

The officers also showed off the 
“powerful mini crossbow” that Tang 
had ordered through Amazon prior 
to the stabbing. The crossbow did 
not arrive before Tang left Welles-
ley on the night of October 22. She 
stabbed Styke in the early morning 
hours of  October 23.

With the exception of Dr. Fife, 
the testimony of all witnesses in the 
trial seemed to be well-accepted. 
While the prosecution successfully 
challenged some of the testimony 
of Eric L. Brown, the psychologist 
who supervised Tang’s treatment, 
there was little to dispute in the tes-
timony of other witnesses.

the MIT Radio Society, the Gradu-
ate Student Council, and the Mud-
dy Charles Pub hold historic ties to 
the building.

“There are folks that have been 
in that building for many years so 
the orientation of what they do and 
how they do it is very fixed in that 
location,” Walsh said. 

The administration is meeting 
with these groups first as part of 
their evaluation in making a deci-
sion. However, Walsh states that 
“Because it is not feasible to meet 
with each and every group indi-
vidually, a general community 
meeting is being planned for late 
IAP/beginning of the second term 
when all groups in Walker can par-
ticipate.” This puts communication 
with groups several months behind 
the November timeframe that the 
Association of Student Activities 
had announced.

Several student groups have 
expressed concern about the situ-
ation. Reasonably so, the act of the 
administration hiring the contrac-
tors and architects could be taken a 
sign that the administration is mov-
ing forward with the plans before 
completely consulting the groups 

involved. This prompted the Gradu-
ate Student Council to call an emer-
gency meeting this afternoon (at 3 
p.m.) to discuss the situation with 
the other occupants of Walker.

The purpose of this GSC meet-
ing is to be the first of several to dis-
cuss the potential implications of 
the Walker project and the student 
groups’ initial reactions. The GSC 
had their meeting with administra-
tors this past week. On behalf of the 
GSC, GSC Vice President Gleb M. 
Akselrod declined to comment on 
the issue and GSC President Ulric J. 
Ferner could not be reached. 

According to the ASA chair, 
Rebecca Krentz-Wee ’12, a few 
members of the ASA met with ad-
ministrators on Wednesday. “We 
didn’t receive any particularly new 
news,” Krentz-Wee said. The ASA 
is continuing to be in contact with 
administrators for updates on the 
situation.

As of now, the fate of student 
groups in Walker remains uncer-
tain. Krentz-Wee previously said 
that she will “continue to push for 
space until they take it away.”

Walsh said that CAC would be 
building a web site to describe and 
provide regular updates on the 
planning process.

By Leo Zhou
Staff writer

Changes are coming to the MIT 
Sailing Pavilion next year for its 
75th anniversary: the pavilion will 
more than double in size, some 
boats will be gone, and new boats 
will come. The costliest of these 
changes is the $1.6 million dock re-
newal project planned by the MIT 
Nautical Association (MITNA) for 
the pavilion.

Thomas E. Rose G, vice-com-
modore of MITNA, said that $0.7 
million has already been raised, 
and construction may start early 
next year with current projections. 
According to Francis E. Charles Jr, 
the Sailing Master at the pavilion, 
the project is estimated to be com-
pleted in September 2011. They 
plan to install new floating docks 
that will increase the area that the 
pavilion currently occupies on the 
water from 11,170 square feet to 
24,837 square feet.

Despite the significant expan-
sion of the dock, Charles said that 
there is no official plan to increase 
the number of vessels.

Then why the new docks? 
Charles said that they want to put 
more boats out on the dock rather 
than in storage for increased access 
to an increasing number of sailors. 
Given the approximately 1,300 ac-
tive sailing users since this July, the 
largest the pavilion has ever seen, 
Charles said that the pavilion cur-
rently serves about 20 percent of 
MIT students.

In addition, the new floating 
docks will help address the safety 
concerns associated with the cur-
rently fixed docks, according to 
Charles. After their time on the wa-
ter ends, sailors are required to lean 

over the edge of the dock to pull up 
vessels and drag them up onto the 
deck. Charles said the elevation of 
the currently fixed dock is unnec-
essarily high, and hauling vessels 
can be especially dangerous when 
the water is low. Also, such hauling 
movements can cause damage to 
the bottom of the boats, which can 
be costly to repair.

Charles said the pavilion had 
to get permits from 23 different 
departments, since its location 
isn’t owned by MIT. However, the 
expansion plan didn’t meet much 
opposition from the Cambridge 
community.

“We had various groups that 
came and supported our expan-
sion of our docks, because we do so 
much for the community outside of 
MIT,” Charles said, giving examples 
of services such as hosting junior 
championships and Massachusetts 
Special Olympics.

Another upcoming change for 
the sailing club is its plan to sell the 
37-foot sloop known as Nevermore, 
which was donated about three 
years ago. Charles explained that 
they are selling it because money 
is needed to renovate the existing 
boats as part of their next proj-
ect. Though there is no officially 
planned expansion of the number 
of vessels, new boats are being pur-
chased to replace some of the exist-
ing ones. For instance, a new fleet 
of Fire Fly boats, which was primar-
ily used in the UK, is coming in.

Nevermore was used for the 
blue-water sailing program at the 
pavilion, in which large groups of 
people can go sailing in Boston 
Harbor and the Atlantic Ocean. 
Rose said that MITNA is looking for 
a donor for a new large yacht in or-
der to continue the program.

Docks honor 75th, 
will double in size
Pavilion to be bigger, safer

Source: Department of Facilities

Major improvements are planned for the MIT Sailing Pavilion, lo-
cated on the Charles River across from Walker Memorial. 
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Existing buildings will be demolished, in-
cluding Thailand Cafe, All Asia, J.N. Philips 
Auto Glass, and MIT building NW62 (the 
Volvo Garage). 

Construction could begin as early as a 
year from now, said Calkins, depending 
on identification of a major user. A minor 
change in zoning will be required before 
construction can begin. Costs are unclear at 
this point, though it is likely to be upwards 
of $100 million. The project is primarily de-
pendant on the actions of Forest City — they 
will be responsible for design, marketing, 
leasing, construction, and other concerns. 
Calkins said MIT has been “taking a very 
passive role.” MIT and Forest City are joint 
partners in the development, said Calkins. 
“We’ll both contribute the land we control 
into the partnership”, with costs being split 
on a fifty–fifty basis.

MIT has worked with Forest City before 
on the University Park development, which 
includes a public park, housing, and retail 
spaces, such as Shaw’s supermarket on Sid-
ney Street, the Asgard Irish Pub, and the Le 
Meridien Hotel (formerly the University Park 
Hotel@MIT).

The new building is meant as an exten-
sion to University Park, though it will not 
change the current public access to Uni-
versity Park. Currently, University Park con-
nects to Mass Ave with one building and a 
small park located near the firehouse at 408 
Mass Ave. 

The lots along Mass Ave that will hold the 
future building are some of several pieces of 
real estate owned by MIT and managed by 
the MIT Investment Management Company 
(MITIMCo) at this time. MITIMCo serves to 
support the Institute financially by investing 
capital in various ventures, including stocks, 
bonds, and real estate. Real estate invest-
ments fall into two categories — investments 
globally and investments in Cambridge.

While MIT and Forest City are building, 
Novartis is also planning a new develop-
ment, slated to begin construction some-
time in 2011. Novartis will be building a $600 
million complex across the street from the 
current Novartis campus, including the lot 
on the corner of Mass Ave and Albany Street 
and the former Analog Devices building, ap-
proximately one block south of the new For-
est City development. 

Kendall
In addition to the development along 

Mass Ave, MIT is planning on developing 
Kendall Square further in the next five to 
twelve years. MIT President Susan J. Hock-
field sees Kendall as becoming a center for 
community in Cambridge as well as a hub of 
life sciences research, says Sarah E. Gallop, 
the Co-Director of the Office of Government 
and Community Relations.

This project is the personal vision of Pres-
ident Hockfield, Gallop said.

MIT has held over 100 presentations to 
the Cambridge and MIT communities about 
their plans for Kendall Square, including 
meetings with the Undergraduate Associa-
tion, a meeting with residents of East Cam-
pus this week, open meetings to the commu-
nity, and meetings with city councillors and 
other government officials.

Stephen C. Marsh, Managing Director 
of Real Estate for MITIMCo articulates the 
project’s vision as one of enhancing the re-
tail space to “really activate the street edge.” 
Marsh notes that a lot of the existing retail in 
Kendall, such as MIT Press, involves going 
up steps from street level, and says that re-
ally hurts retail. 

“There are really amazing companies 
doing really amazing things” in Kendall 
Square, Marsh said, but from looking at the 
street level, “you have no idea.” MIT wants to 
change that.

“Kendall Square is underserving and is 
not a recognized place, other than in name 
only. The initiative here is to create a ‘place,’” 
Marsh said.

Marsh also hopes the project will fur-
ther connect MIT and the Kendall T Stop, a 
connection that is particularly difficult right 
now. 

According to Gallop, there may be as 
much as one million square feet of develop-
ment in Kendall, with 100,000 square feet of 
retail space being created. The development 
will require extensive rezoning of the current 
properties. 

MIT intends to file for zoning changes 
with the city sometime this winter, Marsh 

said.
The goal of the project is to bring more 

retail into the area as a way of engaging the 
public, while also expanding research facili-
ties in the area. Emphasis will be placed on 
street level development and areas that will 
allow public congregation. Development 
will focus on the area around the T stop and 
south of Main Street. 

MIT stresses that the artists renderings 
of Kendall Square are merely preliminary 
visions, and they are likely to change in the 
future, and should not be construed as defi-
nite plans.

But can MIT do retail right?
On October 19, Cambridge City Council-

man Kenneth E. Reeves publicly criticized 
MIT’s management of their properties in 
Cambridge in an open letter to Hockfield 
published in The Tech. Reeves questioned 
the effectiveness of Marsh, and was particu-
larly upset by two factors: a presentation 
given to him by MIT’s consultant working on 
the Kendall project, and a lack of communi-
cation about the Forest City joint project.

On the day prior to the letter, the Cam-
bridge City Council passed an order di-
recting the city to “identify a well qualified 
consultant to assist with determining the de-
sired future course of overall development 
in Kendall Square and Central Square. It is 
particularly important that the City imme-
diately think through the overall impact of 
a significant MIT project in Kendall Square 
and Central Square.”

As a result of the order, City Manger Rob-
ert W. Healy and Mayor David P. Maher met 
with Hockfield, according to Gallop. “We are 
all still in agreement that this is a good idea,” 
she said.

Reeves cited MIT’s lack of success with re-
tail in the past, especially the management of 
MIT’s property at 450 Mass Ave, the Central 
Square Theatre. The theatre has been there 
since 2008, but the retail space on the first 
story has remained vacant the entire time. 
Reeves claimed that this vacancy was due to 
unreasonable rents charged by MIT, and the 
empty storefronts have “contributed to the 
general sense of decline in Central Square. 
Rather than making a contribution to its revi-
talization it has conveyed a sense of failure.”

According to Gallop, three letters of intent 
have now been signed to rent retail space in 
Central Square. Two of the letters concern 
the space below the Central Square Theater, 
with the third located elsewhere in Central 
Square.

According to Marsh, the vacancy at the 
lots was largely due to the recession and 
problems presented by the footprint of the 
building. Marsh said the rent asked for at the 
450 Mass Ave property is “very much mar-
ket-oriented.”

Gallop said that President Hockfield is 
committed to doing “whatever expertise and 
resources” are necessary to do this right.

“When MIT builds, we often build be-
cause we have a donor,” Gallop said. This 
case is different, she said: “We’re not build-
ing because we have a tenant. We’re building 
because we want to create a sense of place 
on the first floor.”

Gallop said MIT is continuing to gain ex-
perience with retail, but notes that Reeves’ 
criticisms are a valid way of looking at things. 
“Councillor Reeves knows that we respect 
him. He knows that we’re going to follow a 
process that makes good sense. We’ve known 
him for a long time and he knows we respect 
him. And we’re going to work with him. He 
knows that.” 

According to Gallop, Hockfield has in-
vited city leadership to her home next week 
Wednesday to preview MIT150 activities and 
facilitate communication between the city 
and MIT. Over 40 people will be there, in-
cluding the Institute’s senior leadership.

MIT is attempting to facilitate more com-
munication between Cambridge and MIT 
throughout the development process. Marsh 
sees these developments as being beneficial 
to Cambridge as a whole, not MIT in isola-
tion. MIT started investing in Cambridge in 
the 1960’s in order to help bolster develop-
ment of the community surrounding MIT. 
Much of the land surrounding MIT was 
highly industrial, and concerns over urban 
blight led MIT to invest in the area as a way 
to help the local economy and improve the 
standing of the area. Early projects under-
taken include the development of Technol-
ogy Square and University Park.

John A. Hawkinson contributed to the re-
porting of this article.

An artist’s rendition of what Kendall could look like in the wintertime. A large screen might 
exist in the background and there might be dances. Or not — these are preliminary conceptions, 
and are certain to change.

A view of the Kendall Inbound T stop as it exists today. There is little connection to the rest 
of campus, and visitors come out of the stop and say, “Where’s MIT?”

Source: MIT INVESTMENT Management Company

The numbered buildings on the map indicate areas that could be developed as part of 
MIT’s plan to revitalize Kendall Square within the next five to twelve years.

Source: MIT INVESTMENT MANAGEMENT COMPANY

A present-day view of Kendall Square looking down Main Street towards Boston. MIT 
recognizes that the retail space in Kendall Square today doesn’t engage passers-by.

Source: MIT Investment Management Company

An artist’s rendition of Kendall Square, looking east towards Boston, in the springtime 
after development. The plans are not definite and are certain to change in the future.

MIT plans include 
changes to Kendall Sq.
Land development, from Page 1
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exhibit Review

Fresh Ink: Ten takes on Chinese tradition
Dreams from the past: Fresh Ink revives tradition as if the old had never faded

By Kathryn Dere
Staff WRITER

Settled in a gallery that’s not quite part 
of the new Art of the Americas wing and 
not quite part of the old MFA, Fresh Ink is 
surprisingly quite at home. In this newest 
project, ten contemporary Chinese artists 
responded to pieces in the Museum’s col-
lection with works of their own, adeptly 
treading the boundaries of the traditional 
and the modern, bringing the past and 
present closer together.

Chinese art with a modern twist — fasci-
nating, but only if the viewer is familiar with 
traditional Chinese art in the first place, 
right? So says the skeptical, not-quite-
fourth-generation Chinese American with 
a proud year and a half of Chinese school 
under her belt and the comfortable knowl-
edge that the dragon will bring good luck at 
the New Year. Perhaps such a vague con-
nection to tradition is not enough to spark 
any kind of strong feeling or connection 
with this kind of art. As I entered the exhi-
bition, however, I realized that even if the 
untrained eye can only touch the surface of 
the deeper cultural ideologies in the works, 

there is something instinctual about this 
exhibition. 

Much of the impact relies on the sheer 
scale of the works. Nearest to the entry is 
Yu Hong’s Spring Romance (2007-9), a set 
of eight hanging silk banners with figures 
of women from all parts of the modern city 
painted in broad brushstrokes, but delicate 
all the same, on the surface. Liu Dan’s Ten 
Differentiated Views of the Honorable Old 
Man (2007-10) consists of a temple-like 
display of nine hanging scrolls hung in a 
near-semicircular fashion around the said 
Honorable Old Man Rock (collected during 
the Ming Dynasty) and lit so that each ink 
drawing, meticulously executed and almost 
the same as the next, has a personality of 
its own. Building on this play between pa-
per and sculpture is Qin Feng’s Civilization 
Landscape (2007-10), a theatrical display 
involving a journey through ten massive, 
accordion-format books, and the eventual 
arrival at a stage consisting of seven hang-
ing scrolls and the work that inspired it all, 
a ceremonial bronze wine vessel from the 
early 10th century BC.

The smaller details have their place, 
as well. Xu Bing’s Mustard Seed Garden 

Landscape Scroll (2008-10) cleverly sub-
verts Chinese tradition by substituting the 
hand-painted landscape motifs from the 
early Qing dynasty (for non Chinese history 
buffs, that’s late 17th century) Mustard Seed 
Garden Manual of Painting with mechani-
cal woodblock print onto a long paper hand 
scroll. To add to this cross-cultural confu-
sion, he created a style of English writing 
made to look like Chinese characters — 
“square word calligraphy.”

Liu Xiaodong created one of the loud-
est pieces in the exhibition with his work 
What to Drive Out? (2008). Although 
its focus is the violence rooted in power 
structure, as depicted in the Ming Dy-
nasty Erlang and His Soldiers Driving Out 
Animal Spirits, this piece is not overtly 
Chinese. Rather, it seems as if it could 
be transferred to some inner-city wall in 
celebration of the individuality of today’s 
youth: Across the paper scroll stand nine 
Boston-area high school students, some 
clustered together, others a step away 
from their peers. Decidedly in their own 
worlds, they look out to this indetermi-
nate future with apprehension, curios-
ity, and nonchalance. At the left end of 

the scroll, raw charcoal letters formed 
by the student models themselves reveal 
different outlooks on violence — “when 
it happens to you, what can — no, what 
will you do?” and “Violence is the birth of 
the USA, the father that drinks, the slums 
of the city…waking up every morning!” I 
wonder — would it be possible to match 
the different handwritings with the paint-
ed personalities of the different students?

As these Chinese artists add their own 
modern culture to the past, they establish 
a unique dialogue across temporal and cul-
tural gaps. Qin Feng reasons that “it’s only 
after leaving your native land that you can 
see the place again from a distance, some-
where between reality and dreams,” and 
Fresh Ink establishes this setting. Somehow 
the almost-dreamland cannot be interrupt-
ed by an alarm clock.

Museum of Fine Arts, 
Gund Gallery

November 20, 2010 – 
February 13, 2011

MFA publicity

What To Drive Out? artist response by Liu Xiaodong.

MFA publicity

Spring Romance artist response by Yu Hong.

NEW FOR SPRING 2011!!

VERY FAST TRACK (VFT) 
in Japanese

What is it? Two half-semester VFT courses, each 12 units, in Spring 2011: 

Intermediate JAPANESE I: 21F.562 (Graduate credit: 21F.555) (12U)
Intermediate JAPANESE II: 21F.563 (graduate credit: 21F.556) (12U)

MTRF 9-11 (Instructor: Yoshimi Nagaya)

Close to Two Years of Japanese in Less Than a Year! With the successful 
completion of 21F.563 at the end of the spring semester, you will have learned 

Japanese that comes close to Japanese IV (almost 2 years!). 
*Completion of 21F.563 will qualify you for a MISTI internship and 

fullfill your HASS-D and concentration requirements.

Prerequisite:
For 21F.562, Japanese I (21F.501) and permission of the instructor

For 21F.563, 562 or placement test and permission of the instructor

  For questions about the VFT program, please contact
Professor Shigeru Miyagawa miyagawa@mit.edu

Learn Close to Two Years of Japanese on a 
Very Fast Track
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Crossword Puzzle
Solution, page 15

ACROSS 
	 1	Kind of crazy?
	 5	Changes to fit
	11	Train unit
	14	Lois of the Daily Planet
	15	Business magnate
	16	Corrida cry
	17	Part 1 of a quip
	19	Kingston Trio hit
	20	Went out with
	21	Stink and then some
	22	Email attack?
	23	Musician’s booking
	25	Fridge raiders
	27	Part 2 of quip
	32	Light gray
	33	Horse’s morsel
	34	Got edgy
	37	Covergirl Cheryl
	40	Part 3 of quip
	42	Transactions
	43	Singer Emmylou
	45	Old Turkish title
	47	Toledo uncle

	48	Part 4 of quip
	52	Strands, in a way
	54	Willickers!
	55	Velvety plant
	56	Power input point
	59	Haste result
	63	Mel of baseball
	64	End of quip
	66	Oolong, for one
	67	Varnish ingredients
	68	Related
	69	Summer hours at MIT
	70	Betel nut sources
	71	Singletons

	DOWN
	 1	Finished a steal
	 2	Cheerio!
	 3	Part of VMI
	 4	Play an improper card
	 5	Off-roader, for short
	 6	Color changer
	 7	Lot of land

	 8	Packing a punch
	 9	Deleted
	10	Cone or Cat prefix
	11	Pay
	12	Bridal path terminus
	13	Quantities of paper
	18	Check the prose
	22	Waxing result
	24	Sticky stuff
	26	Went quickly
	27	Lattice strip
	28	Nepal’s place
	29	A/C controller
	30	Hood’s gun
	31	Hawke or Coen
	35	Yale grads
	36	Brit. decorations
	38	Matures
	39	Knights’ titles
	41	Souffle ingredient
	44	Brandy balloon
	46	Mo. for Leos
	49	Latin being
	50	Politico Gingrich

	51	Crude shelter
52	  Dispatched biblical-style
	53	Observed
	57	Classic saga
	58	Point of California

	60	Before long
	61	Enameled metalware
	62	Extremes
	64	Writer Levin
	65	Sound of a slow leak

Steal My Comic� by Michael Ciuffo

by Jorge Cham
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Somewhere on the Search for Meaning�... by Letitia Li

Easy Sudoku
Solution, page 15

6 2 1 7 4
3 6 5

8 4 6
1 9 8 6

2
3 4 8 1

6 9 1
9 5 2

7 1 6 3 4

Hard Sudoku
Solution, page 15

2 8 1
1 7 4 8
5 8 3 1
4 3 9

5 3
8 4 6

5 1 8 3
4 3 7 1

5 6 8

A WEBCOMIC OF ROMANCE,
SARCASM, MATH, AND LANGUAGE

by Randall Munroe

Form

‘This space intentionally left blank’ is less immediately provacative but more Hofstadterially confusing. 

Scantron

Also, after all the warnings about filling in the bubbles completely, I spent like 30 seconds on each one. 

Instructions: Fill in the grid so that each column, row, and 3 by 3 grid contains exactly one of each of the digits 1 through 9.
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feels about the current version of 
the new dining plan in weeks ahead. 
In their last dining-related e-mail 
to the student body on December 
1, UA President Vrajesh Modi and 
Vice President Sammi Wyman told 
undergraduates that the UA was 
“working on a data-driven analysis 
of the arguments for and against 
the plan to understand better the 
benefits and consequences of the 
proposal.”

While it remains to be seen if 
and when new opposition or sup-
port for the most recent dining plan 
will emerge, it is clear that at least 
some fraction of students still ada-
mantly disagrees with it. Just last 
Friday morning, a group of about 
20 students, mostly from dining hall 
dorms, organized a protest at the 
Media Lab lobby, where members 
of the MIT Corporation were gath-
ering for their quarterly meeting 
that day.

The students handed out printed 
copies of the online SayNo petition 
against dining to about 20 members 
of the corporation who entered the 
Media Lab between 8 and 8:30 a.m. 
Some corporation members both 
picked up the petition and stopped 
to chat with the protesters for a few 
minutes, while others simply ig-
nored the group or took a petition 
and told students they were in too 
much of a rush to get to the meeting 
to speak.

The petition, which has collect-
ed 1,838 online signatures, includ-
ing 1,570 current undergraduates, 

and 568 residents of dining hall 
dorms, argues that the new dining 
plan is too expensive, will disrupt 
living group culture, and was cre-
ated without adequate concern for 
student opinion. Keone Hon ’11, 
the main organizer of the protest, 
also wrote and created the website 
for the SayNo petition. 

Secretary of the MIT Corpora-
tion Kirk D. Kolenbrander said 
that members of the corporation 
who spoke with the students at the 
Media Lab, “appreciated hearing 
the thoughts of the students. I was 
pleased that a mechanism existed 
where our students felt they could 
share their thoughts in that fash-
ion.”

Kolenbrander described the 
Corporation Joint Advisory Com-
mittee (CJAC) as “the formal mech-
anism the Corporation has to be in 
communication with the students.” 
Kolenbrander said that CJAC had 
discussed dining. Compared with 
the SayNo protesters, the UA has 
taken a more reserved, yet still un-
supportive, stance on the issue. In 
their December 1 e-mail, Wyman 
and Modi wrote that the UA was 
“unable to support the amended 
proposed dining plan in its cur-
rent form because it is unclear to 
us that the majority of the affected 
students support it.” Meanwhile, 
there have been at least 64 emails, 
copied to The Tech, from students, 
parents, and alumni to Dean Co-
lombo expressing their disapproval 
of the plan.

John A. Hawkinson contributed 
reporting to this story.

CJAC talks dining

Harvard Corp. to 
nearly double size

By John A. Hawkinson
News Editor (Summary from Wires)

On Monday, Harvard an-
nounced a doubling of the size of its 
board of directors, “the President 
and Fellows of Harvard College”, 
from seven to thirteen.

By contrast, the MIT Corpora-
tion has 74 active members.

The Harvard Corporation, 
which is 374 years old, will also add 
term limits for its members — pre-
viously, members could serve in-
definitely.

The Harvard and MIT Corpora-
tions are not quite directly anala-
gous, though. Harvard also has a 
Board of Overseers, which has 30 
members. Together, President and 
Fellows of Harvard College and the 
Board of Overseers will be 47 mem-
bers, which is still dwarfed by MIT’s 
74.

Secretary of the MIT Corpora-
tion Kirk D. Kolenbrander said that 
the structure of the MIT Corpora-
tion is “widely envied” by other uni-
versities.

In contrast, Harvard has come 
under fire in recent years for short-
comings in its financial oversight, 
and has been criticized for its gov-
ernance.

“The Corporation has not func-
tioned optimally with its small 
size,” said Phyllis Keller, a former 
Harvard dean. “This is a very sen-
sible change and definitely a step 
forward.”

MIT is very proud of its corporate 
governance system, along with its 
31 visiting committees. These com-
mittees represent a range of groups 
at MIT, including each academic 
department, as well as the Dean for 
Student Life and the Department of 
Athletics, Physical Education, and 
Recreation (DAPER).

The typical size for a governing 
board of a private research univer-
sity is about 35 members, and most 
universities have term limits, ac-
cording to Richard Chait, a profes-
sor at Harvard’s Graduate School of 
Education and a national expert on 
higher education governance.

Harvard “has had some setbacks 
that quite properly prompted the 
Corporation to be a little more self-
reflective,” said Chait, who advised 
the university’s governance review 
committee. “Harvard, like many 
institutions, recognized that the 
world is a little more complex these 
days for research universities than 
would have been the case a century 
or two ago.”

The changes come after a year-
long review of the Harvard Corpo-
ration, which has been criticized by 
some faculty and alumni for its se-
crecy and because its concentrated 
power is wielded by a select group 
whose members, chosen among 
themselves, have served for unlim-
ited terms.

“In the past, some people could 
hang on for a very long time,” said 
Morton Keller. “There have been a 
few cases of people on the board 
who just don’t really pull their oar. 
Now they are trying to make the 
Corporation a more effective body.”

Kolenbrander said that MIT was 
not aware of significant criticism of 
its governance process, though the 
MIT Corporation is always looking 
for ways to improve.

In an op-ed published in the Bos-
ton Globe last December, professors 
Fred Abernathy and Harry Lewis 
urged some Harvard Corpora-
tion members to resign, calling the 
board a “dangerous anachronism” 
that “failed its most basic fiduciary 
and moral responsibilities.”

“It is too small, too closed, and 
too secretive to be intensely self-
critical, as any responsible board 
must be,” the professors wrote.

Lewis praised Harvard for taking 
a thorough look at its governance 
and making the necessary changes 
to modernize.

“It’s a very dramatic change for 
a structure that’s been around for 
more than 300 years,” said Lewis, 
former dean of Harvard College.  “I 
think they are very much to be con-
gratulated.”

Much of this article is derived 
from a Boston Globe article by Tra-
cy Jan.

By Jingyun Fan
Associate News Editor

The legality of patents on genes 
is in jeopardy after a judge ruled that 
genes were ineligible for patents be-
cause they involved “laws of nature.” 
Twenty percent of the human ge-
nome is currently patented.

The debate over gene patents has 
been brought to the fore by the court 
case American Molecular Pathology, 
et. al. v. US Patent and Trademark 
Office case (commonly referred to 
as the Myriad case) over BRCA1 and 
BRCA2, two genes that are linked to 
breast and ovarian cancer. Myriad 
Genetics, Inc. holds an exclusive li-
cense for BRCA1 and BRCA2, but in 
March of this year, Judge Robert W. 
Sweet of the United States District 
Court in Manhattan, invalidated sev-
en patents covering the two genes.

Critics have also worried that the 
court ruling could hurt licensing prac-
tices by universities. However, others 
support the ruling because they be-
lieve gene patents harm academic re-
search and patient access to technol-
ogies. The validity of these arguments 
is the topic of current debate.

Fiona E. Murray, an associate pro-
fessor at Sloan with a background in 
chemistry who has been active in the 
intellectual property policy debate, 
said in an e-mail that the court ruling 
is likely to have little, if any, impact on 
academics.

“In general, academics are not 
impacted in their ability to do re-
search — there are a variety of cases 
and examples that suggest that firms 
don’t sue academics for infringing,” 
Murray said. “On the other hand, 
academic patents could be impact-

ed — a high fraction of gene patents 
have been filed by academia.” Mur-
ray suggests that the ruling will have 
more implications in clinical settings, 
where activities have been limited by 
the patents.

The legislative front
There has also been debate about 

gene patents within the Department 
of Health and Human Services. In 
April of 2010, the HHS Secretary’s 
Advisory Committee on Genetics, 
Health and Society  wrote a report on 
the implications of gene patent pol-
icy for Secretary Kathleen Sebelius. 
In the report, the  committee made 
a number of recommendations, in-
cluding one to create exemptions for 
infringement liability.

The report found that gene pat-
ents and licenses have a negative ef-
fect on patient access to tests as well 
as the quality of existing tests. The 
report also found that gene patents 
did not result in faster test develop-
ment. In fact, because not much 
development is needed to get to a 
final product, multiple laboratories 
usually developed tests before pat-
ents were granted so that the patent 
merely serves to narrow the market 
of already-developed competition. 
Because government funding is usu-
ally used for basic genetics research, 
the incentives provided by patent 
rights for private investment in basic 
genetics research is insignificant and 
unimportant.

The American Association of Uni-
versities, a lobbying group in Wash-
ington D.C. that represents the inter-
ests of universities, has been in favor 
of allowing gene patents on the legis-
lative front. In a letter written in May 

to the NIH, (which is part of HHS), 
the AAU argued that the advisory 
committee has not found adequate 
evidence on the negative or positive 
impacts of gene patents on patient 
access. The AAU also argued that the 
increased regulations in licensing 
recommended by the committee do 
not allow for the flexibility that uni-
versities need to sign a deal with an 
industry partner. MIT is a member of 
the AAU.

Activity in the courts
The patents for BRCA1 and 

BRCA2 allow Myriad Genetics, Inc. 
to be the exclusive vendor for a test 
that looks for mutations in these two 
genes to determine risk for breast 
and ovarian cancer. According to the 
New York Times, the plaintiffs, which 
include the American Civil Liber-
ties Union, say that the patents kept 
prices high (at more than $3,000 per 
test) and prevented women from get-
ting a confirmatory test from another 
laboratory. 

On June 16, Myriad and the Uni-
versity of Utah Research Foundation, 
who are defendants in the Myriad 
case, filed for an appeal in the U.S. 
Court of Appeals for the Federal Cir-
cuit.

On October 29, the Department of 
Justice commented on Judge Sweet’s 
ruling by filing an amicus (friend of 
the court) brief saying that the mere 
isolation of a gene should not be pat-
entable. The DOJ labeled their brief 
“in support of neither party.” How-
ever, because the brief still allowed 
for the patentability of manipulated 
DNA, it was not in full agreement with 

Taking a new legal direction: 
Genes are not patentable
A judge’s controversial ruling spurs debate

SayNo protest, from Page 1

Myriad case, Page 16
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By John A. Hawkinson
News Editor

The Student Activities Finance 
Office reports that their new elec-
tronic system of student group re-
imbursements is working well, and 
they are not backlogged at the end 
of term for the first time in several 
years.

In the new system, which be-
comes mandatory on January 1, re-
quires students to scan receipts and 
then submit PDF copies of those 
receipts electronically through a 
website. In addition, the original 
paper receipts must be submitted 
as a backup, at least for the next cal-
endar year. Reimbursements in the 
new regime will be paid by direct 
deposit or checks will be mailed 
— students will no longer pick up 
checks in person in W20-549.

Some students have reported 
delays in the system, but “that is not 
the reality,” according to Kerri A. 
Mills, Assistant Director for Student 
Activities Finance. The office has 
been processing both traditional 
paper vouchers and new electron-
ic Requests For Payment (RFPs) 
“within two business days of when 
they are received,” she said in an e-
mail.

Mills noted several reasons why 
students might perceive delays in 
the electronic RFP process:
• SAFO will not process electronic 
RFPs until they receive the original 
paper receipts. Sometimes student 
group treasurers have not sent the 
paper receipts in a timely fashion.
• If the submitter “reopens” an 
electronic RFP to inspect it after 
it is sent, it will return to their 
inbox, and no longer be awaiting 
processing by SAO until it is re-sent 
to them.

• Students who want to check the 
progress of an RFP should use the 
“Find RFPs” function in SAPweb, 
http://web.mit.edu/sapweb.

Mills was unable, with the short 
notice given by The Tech, to provide 
statistics on the number of reim-
bursements processed so far during 
the term, or the average backlog, or 
the breakdown between electronic 
and paper requests.

Electronic system brings 
policy changes

With the new year’s requirement 
for electronic reimbursements, 
there are changes to the business 
rules that have been put into effect 
at the same time.

Most notably, descriptions as-
sociated with food purposes (for 
student events) must be much 
more detailed, in keeping with re-
imbursement practices in effect 
for purchases by all MIT units. The 
reimbursement description must 
include the date of the event and its 
location, the number of attendees, 
and the breakdown between stu-
dents, staff, alumni, and others.

The new system also substan-
tially lowers the dollar threshold for 
which a purchase order is required 
to pay an outside vendor (as dis-
tinct from reimbursements for costs 
incurred by students). Previously a 
purchase order was only required if 
the dollar amount was $5,000. Now 
purchase orders are required for 
payments over $500.

Requests for reimbursements 
for the UA Finance Board (Fin-
board) must be submitted by 11:59 
p.m. Sunday night. Non-Finboard 
reimbursements have no global 
deadline — they are at the discre-
tion of the individual groups and 
their treasurers.

Solution to Easy Sudoku
from page 13

6 5 2 1 7 8 4 3 9
1 3 4 9 6 2 8 5 7
9 7 8 4 3 5 2 6 1
2 1 5 3 9 4 7 8 6
7 8 6 5 2 1 9 4 3
3 4 9 6 8 7 5 1 2
8 6 3 2 4 9 1 7 5
4 9 1 7 5 3 6 2 8
5 2 7 8 1 6 3 9 4

Solution to Hard Sudoku
from page 13

6 2 8 9 4 1 3 5 7
3 1 7 6 5 2 4 9 8
9 5 4 8 3 7 1 2 6
8 4 6 3 9 5 2 7 1
5 7 9 1 2 6 8 4 3
2 3 1 7 8 4 5 6 9
7 6 5 4 1 8 9 3 2
4 8 3 2 6 9 7 1 5
1 9 2 5 7 3 6 8 4

Solution to Crossword
from page 12

Henisi. Pat, cor sum nos doloreet elesseq uatuera esectem doloboreet, con heniscidunt at, quat dolobore diam, veliquisl el ut adip eraesto duis dolor sum ex exeros ea faci ea amcommo lorper adit nullaor at, commy nosto odolenim nostrud et laore feu facidunt alit lutetue modolor accum ea am, quamcon sequat wisl ullam, consequat. Iquat. Ut el iure feugait elit, quis adionsectet ex endre facip er accum zzrit lor sustis aut verit, sed modolor eraessim et dolore duis nisis ad minit in vendrem quatums andigna feuissed enim zzriusci tem nos dipsusto od magniat wismod tat, voluptat. Ut amcon volesequisl iure deliscillam quatetum dolorpe riusto del eriusto core facilit, qui tem nonsenim zzriustrud dolore conse molestrud modolore corpercilla feu faccum quisci blan volut iustrud minim ipsum ad magnibh esequatem qui bla con volor sectem zzrit eum nonum ese dolortisis amconullaore vulla feu feu feu feum duipsus tionsectem erci tet aci endreet lor si.
Magnim do doloreet, conulput wisi ex ex eu facincilit alit iustissed eugue vel dolore vent
Henisi. Pat, cor sum nos doloreet elesseq uatuera esectem doloboreet, con heniscidunt at, quat dolobore diam, veliquisl el ut adip eraesto duis dolor sum ex exeros ea faci ea amcommo lorper adit nullaor at, commy nosto odolenim nostrud et laore feu facidunt alit lutetue modolor accum ea am, quamcon sequat wisl ullam, consequat. Iquat. Ut el iure feugait elit, quis adionsectet ex endre facip er accum zzrit lor sustis aut verit, sed modolor eraessim et dolore duis nisis ad minit in vendrem quatums andigna feuissed enim zzriusci tem nos dipsusto od magniat wismod tat, voluptat. Ut amcon volesequisl iure deliscillam quatetum dolorpe riusto del eriusto core facilit, qui tem nonsenim zzriustrud dolore conse molestrud modolore corpercilla feu faccum quisci blan volut iustrud minim ipsum ad magnibh esequatem qui bla con volor sectem zzrit eum nonum ese dolortisis amconullaore vulla feu feu feu feum duipsus tionsectem erci tet aci endreet lor si.
Magnim do doloreet, conulput wisi ex ex eu facincilit alit iustissed eugue vel dolore vent

LEGAL COUNSEL
MIT students, family, employers and 
start-ups seeking U.S. legal counsel, 
campus or office consultation. Call:

James Dennis Leary, Esq. 
321-544-0012

Electronic RFPs 
so far a success
SAFO sees welcome end of the 
semester efficiency, thanks eRFPs

‘Control group’ in NYC 
homeless study denied aid
Study seeks to find if Homebase program helps

By Cara Buckley
The New York Times 

NEW YORK — It has long been 
the standard practice in medical 
testing: Give drug treatment to one 
group while another, the control 
group, goes without.

Now, New York City is apply-
ing the same methodology to as-
sess one of its programs to prevent 
homelessness. Half of the test sub-
jects — people who are behind on 
rent and in danger of being evicted 
— are being denied assistance for 
two years, with researchers tracking 
them to see if they end up home-
less.

The city’s Department of Home-
less Services said the study was 
necessary to determine whether the 
$23 million program, called Home-
base, helped the people for whom it 
was intended. 

Homebase, begun in 2004, offers 
job training, counseling services 
and emergency money to help peo-
ple stay in their homes.

But some public officials and 
legal aid groups have denounced 
the study as unethical and cruel, 
and have called on the city to stop 
the study and to grant help to all the 
test subjects who had been denied 
assistance.

“They should immediately stop 
this experiment,” said the Manhat-
tan borough president, Scott M. 
Stringer. “The city shouldn’t be 
making guinea pigs out of its most 
vulnerable.”

As controversial as the experi-
ment has become, New York City is 
among a number of governments, 
philanthropies and research groups 

turning to so-called randomized 
controlled trials to evaluate social 
welfare programs.

The federal Department of 
Housing and Urban Development 
recently started an 18-month study 
in 10 cities and counties to track 
up to 3,000 families who land in 
homeless shelters. Families will be 
randomly assigned to programs 
that put them in homes, give them 
housing subsidies or keep them in 
shelters. The goal, a HUD spokes-
man, Brian Sullivan, said, is to find 
out which approach most effective-
ly ushered people into permanent 
homes.

Such trials, while not new, are 
becoming especially popular in 
developing countries. In India, 
for example, researchers using a 
controlled trial found that install-
ing cameras in classrooms re-
duced teacher absenteeism at rural 
schools. Children given deworming 
treatment in Kenya ended up hav-
ing better attendance at school and 
growing taller.

“It’s a very effective way to find 
out what works and what doesn’t,” 
said Esther Duflo, an economist at 
the Massachusetts Institute of Tech-
nology who has advanced the test-
ing of social programs in the third 
world. “Everybody, every country, 
has a limited budget and wants to 
find out what programs are effec-
tive.”

The New York study involves 
monitoring 400 households that 
sought Homebase help between 
June and August. Two hundred 
were given the program’s services, 
and 200 were not. Those denied 
help by Homebase were given the 

names of other agencies from which 
they could seek assistance. People 
denied assistance were directed to 
HRA Job Centers, Housing Court 
Answers and the Legal Aid Society, 
among other agencies.

Advocates for the homeless said 
they were puzzled about why the 
trial was necessary, since the city 
proclaimed the Homebase pro-
gram as “highly successful” in the 
September 2010 Mayor’s Manage-
ment Report, saying that more than 
90 percent of families that received 
help from Homebase did not end 
up in homeless shelters. One critic 
of the trial, Councilwoman Annabel 
Palma, is holding a General Welfare 
Committee hearing about the pro-
gram Thursday.

“I don’t think homeless people 
in our time, or in any time, should 
be treated like lab rats,” Palma said.

But Seth Diamond, commis-
sioner of the Homeless Services 
Department, said that just because 
90 percent of the families helped 
by Homebase stayed out of shelters 
did not mean it was Homebase that 
kept families in their homes. Peo-
ple who knew to seek out Home-
base might be resourceful to begin 
with, he said, and especially adept 
at patching together housing help. 
The department, Diamond added, 
had to cut $20 million from its bud-
get in November, and federal stimu-
lus money for Homebase will end in 
July 2012.

“This is about putting emotions 
aside,” he said. “When you’re mak-
ing decisions about millions of dol-
lars and thousands of people’s lives, 
you have to do this on data, and that 
is what this about.”

We want you in our sheets.
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Gaggle cops 131st 
Tech Managing Board 
elections

By Wild Turkey
Special to the Tech

’Twas the fifth of December and all through 
the chambers,

The place was filled high with Board Tech 
members.

Who should we choose, they wanted to know,
To be the next kids in charge of this show?
The paper runs smoothly from day to day,
Who has the good qualities to keep it that way?

The battles were strong,
The hours were long,
And some very tough calls were made.

But at the end of the day,
We all walked away,
Thinking all we had done was not wrong.

Joseph “You didn’t almost kill me” 
Maurer ’12 took a valiant stand,

And the board saw fit to make him the 
Chairman.

Ethan “What’s News?” Solomon ’12 also 
came from opinion,

And as Editor in Chief completed their 
dominion.

Connor “Squash” Kirschbaum ’13 through 
secret pacts became Managing Editor,

The man loves his Purell, and is a hardcore 
redditor.

Greg “Doesn’t embezzle on Saturdays” 
Steinbrecher ’12,

found some time away from setting the books 
to cook,

And was reelected to Business Manager,
Despite all the Shiksas he had took.

“It’s a whale spout, not a whale tail” said 
Aislyn Schalck ’13,

As she tried to convince the Board with her talk,

That it wasn’t as though she hated Production,
But felt she could do more with broader action,
So with many deliberations and over an hour,
The sophomore gained Executive Editor 

power.

Pearle “Supercute fox” Lipinski ’12 was 
peppered with questions,

About her classes, her history, her dedication,
But despite all the interrogations the board 

could muster,
Was elected by all to News and Features 

Director.

The rhymes have been terrible,
I hear you all cry,
But they’re about to get worse,
Despite how I try.

Elijah “I’m the Muslim one, not the Jewish 
one” Jordan Turner ’11 and Rob 
“Lightning” McQueen ’12,

Reclaimed their roles as two News Editors and 
to that they were keen.

And welcomed on Jessica “Is not dead” 
Pourian ’13 and Jingyun “Cho Chang” 
Fan ’13,

With the knowledge that the old generation left 
with a plan.

Ana “Yu Pu” Lyons ’12 had taken a break,
But her love of the paper she just could not 

shake,
So with many ideas and a few good teachers,
She came back to edit the Features.

With the elections of Sarah “You should elect 
me because I like pie” Ritter ’14 and Judy 
“Discipline, not abuse” Hsiang ’12 came a 
curious theme,

Why is Production run by the rugby team?

Thanks to Ryan “Check out the videos of me 
eating” Normandin ’13 and Nina “Come 
merge with me” Sinatra ’12, Opinion isn’t 
toast,

But let’s see how well they can handle Keith 
“it’s all my fault” Yost.

David “Incumbent” Zhu ’12 faced no 
competition,

But will have more help thanks to Shelley “my 

department!” Ackerman ’13,
As they cooperatively handle the issues on 

Sports,
From the pool to the track to the awesome 

squash courts.

Maggie “Lo-res” Liu ’12 also welcomed a 
co-editor,

Hoping Kathryn “Museum” Dere ’13 would 
make the Arts section more betterer.

Next up was Sam “Cooperate with my 
department” Range ’13,

With camera at his side,
And Jessica “I’m gonna fail” Liu ’13,
Who will continue to run the Photo 

department with pride.

And for Campus Life there was a curious 
change,

When Joanna “Loves prod” Kao ’13 chose to 
take up the reins

And chose to hold up the department with 
stamina,

Though she lacks the muscles to hold up a 
camera.

Moya “Likes ads more than people” Chin ’13 
pledged to remain behind the BIZ office 
door,

She took Advertising Manager,
And committed herself to more
Writing giant notes to Steinbrecher.

Operations Manager was the next spot on the 
table,

And Jennifer “Taekwondo Master” Fong ’13 
was readily available,

Though it left us all with the curious thought,
That Asian girls liked our Business department 

a lot.

Quentin “Sudo touch” Smith G, With one 
more semester,

Continued his reign as Technology Director.

Steve “I’m free!” Howland ’11 and Jeff “When 
can Ethan start?” Guo ’11,

Became Contributing Editors, though they 
were not alone.

Natasha “Go blog yourself” Plotkin ’11 and 
David “Doesn’t live here” Templeton ’08,

With Maggie “I’m super fast” Lloyd ’12 and 
Michael “Just cause” Lin ’11,

Made a total of six members in the somewhat 
ill-defined position.

Satwik “My hobby is collecting degrees” 
Seshasai G and Vibin “009 consumed my 
soul” Kundukulam ’11,

and Brian “just call me” Hemond G, and 
Sherry “3 day processing” Yan ’11,

Took up the Senior Editor blanket
And promised to do more than just show up 

for banquet.

Last but not least, the Advisory Board,
The mailing list junkies, the unstoppable 

hoard.
Two new members were added to the ranks:
Austin “Carrot dot carrot” Chu ’08 and 

Karen “Ms. Education” Arenson ’70, 
methinks.

And those who returned, well they are below,
But if you want decent rhymes you’d be best 

not to go.

Paul “No longer the oldest” Schindler ’74 
and V. Michael “Awesome website” Bove ’83, 
Barry S. “Still in journalism” Surman ’84 and 
Robert E. “Don’t get sued” Malchman ’85, 
Deborah A. “Design expert” Levinson ’91 
and Jonathan E.D. “J!” Richmond PhD ’91, 
and the LA Times expertise of Karen “Not 
the test” Kaplan ’93, Saul “Typography” Blu-
menthal ’98 and Frank “Not in journalism” 
Dabek ’00, Eric J. “Businessman” Cholan-
keril ’02 and Dan “Photojournalism master” 
Bersak ’02, Jordan “Across the pond” Rubin 
’02 and Nathan “Still writing” Collins SM ’03, 
Keith “I’m coming back!” Winstein ’03 and 
Akshay R. “Smooth” Patil ’04, Tiffany “Actu-
ally showed up for her election” Dohzen ’06 
and Beckett “Diplomat” Sterner ’06, Marissa 
Vogt ’06 and Michael McGraw-Herdeg ’08 
are two pandas in a pod, Zachary “Lives 
adjacent to a bar” Ozer ’07 and Ricardo “as 
Drunk as Zach” Ramirez ’09, Omari “Vault 
his Pole” Stephens ’08 and Andrew “Drinks 
Coke, Works at Pepsi” Lukmann ’07, Marie 
Thibault ’08 and Angeline Wang ’09 gave 
their lives as past pre-med EICs, so did Nick 
“G&T” Semenkovich ’09, but not B.D. “Grey 
Beard” Colen.

Sweet’s ruling. The appeals court will 
need to find a balance between the 
strong stance against gene patents, 
represented by the lower court’s de-
cision, and a weaker stance that still 
allows for some types of gene patents, 
as advocated by the DOJ.

This Wednesday, the Universi-
ties Allied for Essential Medicines 
(UAEM), a national student organiza-
tion that promotes access to essential 
medicines has also filed an amicus 
brief in the Myriad case. It also has a 
chapter on the MIT campus. UAEM’s 
brief supports Sweet’s ruling. It argues 
that the patents increase the costs of 
research and treatment for genetic 
diseases.

In the case of genes, not much 
further research and development 
is needed to develop technologies. 
“One reason that [gene patents] are 
especially onerous” said Karolina 
Maciag, a medical student in the Har-
vard-MIT Health Science and Tech-
nology program and serving on the 
executive committee of MIT’s chap-
ter of UAEM, “is that unlike many 

other academic technologies that are 
really early stage, if a disease is linked 
to a gene, that is basically a technol-
ogy out of the box. You can develop a 
diagnostic test the next day.”

As is typical of the technology li-
censing pathway, research linking 
BRCA1 and BRCA2 to cancer was 
done in labs at the University of Utah 
using federal funds from the NIH, 
and so the university became a pat-
ent holder. Utah’s technology transfer 
office, which is in charge of brokering 
deals, granted an exclusive license to 
Myriad. Myriad can then sue infring-
ers to prevent them from using that 
research. 

MIT and its affiliated Broad Insti-
tute and Whitehead Institute all con-
duct research for which gene patents 
could be filed. Jack H. Turner, the 
Associate Director of MIT’s Technol-
ogy Licensing Office, has said that the 
TLO does not have an opinion on the 
Myriad case. The TLO also takes care 
of licensing for the Broad Institute. 
Carla DeMaria, from the Whitehead 
Institute’s technology licensing office, 
was also unavailable to comment on 
the case.

Gene patents nixed
Myriad case, from Page 14
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time; they cannot believe the space 
exists and often say they wish they 
had heard about it sooner,” said Ali-
cia E. Erwin, Assistant Director of 
Student Activities.

A place to “just be”
Established in 1882, the Cheney 

Room continues to welcome MIT 
women to its space in Building 10 
more than a century later. There is 
no “typical” student found in the 
Cheney room. Some say they come 
every day. Some take a nap. Some 
take a shower. Some say they defi-
nitely wouldn’t take a shower here. 
Except during popular events such 
as the lunches for freshmen women 
during the semester and for all fe-
male undergraduates during finals 
week, the room is rarely loud or 
crowded. One or two women can be 
found there in the morning, late at 
night, on the weekend, or even over 
Thanksgiving break, as if students 
take turns watching over the adored 
space.

Erwin is perhaps one of the 
Cheney room’s biggest fans: “I love 
that this room exists at MIT!”

“My hope is that all of the stu-
dents that use the space find it invit-
ing and comfortable, and that they 
want to keep coming back to make 
use of it,” she added.

She’s not the only one with these 
sentiments. “We at Community 
Wellness at MIT Medical work hard 
to ensure all of our community gets 
the opportunity to recharge. The 
Cheney Room is the perfect space 
for that,” said Kate McCarthy, Pro-
gram Director for Violence Preven-
tion & Response.

When asked about their use of 
the room, students tended to re-
quest not to be named. They argue 
that the room is a private space, and 
that their anonymity should be re-
spected.

According to Erwin, “I think the 
students who use the space see it is 
as a safe place where they can es-
cape for a few moments or even a 
couple of hours.”

Undergraduate women are not 
the only users of the Cheney Room 
— the space also has a loyal fol-
lowing among graduate students. 
Blanche Staton, Senior Associate 
Dean for Graduate Education, helps 
to organize monthly lunches for the 
Graduate Women’s Group there. 
These lunches have been going on 
for 13 years.

“The Cheney Room has provided 
a warm, welcoming space, a place 
where there is no question about 
belonging for the graduate women 
who go there, because it is theirs. It 

is a place where they can relax and 
unwind, and just ‘be,’” Staton said.

About 50 graduate students take 
advantage of the lunches and, more 
importantly (according to Staton), 
take the time to interact with other 
Institute women.

“They share interests, informa-
tion, ideas, experiences and con-
cerns. There is always a delightful 
buzz in the room, and the space of-
fers a natural and safe forum for the 
expression of sensitive issues and 
questions,” she said.

Along with providing students 
an area to unwind, the room hosts 
events for a variety of organizations, 
including the Society for Women in 
Mathematics and Student Support 
Services.

Other colleges’ women’s 
centers welcome men, too

Other colleges in the area host 
their own women’s centers. Bos-
ton University’s Women’s Resource 
Center is one of the nation’s few 
student-run women’s centers. It of-
fers one main room with a smaller 
conference room for students to 
relax, hold meetings, do homework, 
or otherwise pass the time. Both 
men and women are allowed in the 
center, but Kaitlyn Clericuzio, a BU 
student, says it is a “non-judgmental 
space” where students can feel free 
to “openly talk about sexuality and 
pretty much anything.”

According to the center’s web-
site, it is “for women and people that 
care about women.”

The BU center also offers a li-
brary with gender studies books that 
students can check out. The current 
BU center was opened in October 
2008, after students lobbied to “cre-
ate their own space,” Clericuzio 
says.

Harvard, too, has its own center: 
the Harvard College Women’s Cen-
ter  opened in September 2006. But 
Harvard has had a variety of such 
centers since 1971 and is also open 
to men and women, according to its 
website (http://hcwc.fas.harvard.
edu).

For years, students have asked 
why a similar space does not ex-
ist exclusively for men. Some give 
the Title IX argument — referring 
to a federal statute on equal gen-
der treatment — saying that both 
genders should have access to the 
same types of facilities. On the other 
hand, the room is also not available 
to professors and postdocs — it’s in-
tended to be a comfortable place for 
students to relax.

According to MIT’s McCarthy, 
having a space designated for wom-
en only is critical. “The Cheney 
Room has a special significance to 

me. Although many universities 
have dedicated women’s centers, 
the Cheney Room offers MIT wom-
en a small but significant part of a 
women’s center. A women’s-only 
space sends a message to any survi-
vor of sexual violence that MIT takes 
this issue seriously and that we un-
derstand the importance of a safe 
and secure place for women to have 
access to on campus,” she said.

A room as old as MIT’s 
Cambridge campus

The Cheney Room’s name-
sake, Margaret Swan Cheney, class 
of 1882, was a student of the first 
woman to graduate from MIT, El-
len Swallow Richards, class of 1873. 
According to a 2005 article in Tech-
nology Review, back when the MIT 
campus was in Boston, Richards, 
along with a group of women, lob-
bied for a private lounge area exclu-
sively for women. After Cheney died 
in 1882, the room was named in her 
memory. Cheney’s family donated 
$500 for the room’s establishment 
that year.

When MIT moved to Cambridge 

in 1916, the MIT Women’s Asso-
ciation raised $8,000 to move the 
Cheney room along with the In-
stitute. The room was established 
in building 10, serving all of MIT’s 
women — who constituted only 1 
percent of the student population at 
the time.

Today, the room is managed by 
the Student Activities Office (SAO) 
and the Campus Activities Com-
plex, and continues to see changes. 
A card access reader used to enter 
the room was recently installed, and 
new emergency buttons connect 
students directly to MIT Police. Mat-
tresses were removed from the study 
room’s beds because the space was 
not “zoned by Cambridge to have 
bed facilities,” according to Erwin.

Security is a high priority for the 
space, and students are advised to 
use the facilities in moderation. Last 
spring, a student cross-registered 
with MIT and Harvard set up camp 
in the room for about a month, us-
ing it as her sole living space. Erwin 
made an attempt to identify re-
sources or contacts for the woman. 
“Unfortunately, these conversations 

were a bit more of a challenge and 
we brought in the MIT Police for 
support and guidance,” Erwin said.

The student re-connected with 
her family and eventually moved 
out. Erwin says the long-term in-
habitant obtained the code using 
correct procedures for the Cheney 
room by contacting the SAO.

“This is another reason why 
we moved forward with installing 
the card access reader — with this 
the system will automatically stop 
someone’s access once their MIT 
ID is no longer valid,” Erwin said. 
Right now, a female student with 
the room’s code or with an MIT ID 
registered with the SAO may access 
the room. The former code punch 
system is planned to be phased out 
before the end of next semester.

On Monday and Tuesday, the 
Student Activities Office will be 
hosting its biannual women’s finals 
week lunches in the rooms. Women 
in the MIT community interested in 
gaining access to the Cheney room 
are encouraged to email Erwin 
(aeerwin@mit.edu) or stop by the 
SAO (W20-549).

Please direct all inquiries to the “M.I.T. Purchase Program.”
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One student found her home in lounge, literally
Cheney Room, from Page 1
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Drug-trafficking cop, Joe 
D’Amelio trial set for March

Former MIT Campus Police officer Joseph D’Amelio, arrested for 
drug trafficking in March 2009, remains at liberty after posting bail. 
His trial is scheduled for March 22, 2011, though these dates rou-
tinely slip.

D’Amelio was charged after receiving a package containing hun-
dreds of prescription painkillers, OxyContin and Roxicodone tablets, 
at an auto shop in East Boston on Saturday March 13, 2009. He was 
later released on $75,000 bail and put under house arrest with elec-
tronic monitoring. He was also required to attend drug rehabilita-
tion.

This past Monday, D’Amelio’s lawyer, Roger Witkin, asked per-
mission from the court for D’Amelio to travel internationally for 
two weeks, which the Court granted. According to Witkin, D’Amelio 
wishes to visit his father at home, a request that has been granted in 
the past.

� — Aparna Sud

BOOKING PHOTO

Joseph D’Amelio is scheduled to go on trial on March 22, 
2011. D’Amelio was charged after receiving a package containing 
hundreds of prescription painkillers at an auto shop in East Bos-
ton on Saturday, March 13, 2009.

David Chen—The Tech

Members of the Asian Dance Team rehearse a traditional dance for their upcoming performance.  
The show will take place on Saturday at 6 p.m. in Kresge auditorium.

David Chen—The Tech

Annie Y. Kwon ’11, Alvin S. Chen ’11, and Jessie S. Jeon G perform a set of pieces by Felix Men-
delssohn as part of the MIT Chamber Music Society on Wednesday night.

David Chen—The Tech

Mysterious hackers managed to hang a very large cheese in 10-250 on Thursday morning, just in time for the final session of 18.02. The cheese is a reference to the fact 
that the class always says “cheese!” when Professor Bjorn Poonen makes a mistake in lecture.

18.02 says “cheese!”
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By Alex Samson
team representative

The MIT men’s basketball 
squad, ranked 21st in the nation 
(out of over 400 teams), extended 

their winning streak 
to six games with a 
92-68 win over UM-
ass-Boston Tuesday 
night in Rockwell 
Cage. 

The Engineers 
jumped out to an early 15-2 lead 
within the first five minutes of play 
thanks to a hot start by Eric S. Zuk 
’11, who nailed the second of his 
pair of free throws, found James D. 
“Jamie” Karraker ’12 for a three next 
time down the court, then stole the 
ball for a lay-in on the following 
possession. The remainder of the 
first half saw high and balanced 
production from a number of Engi-
neers, as they shot 57 percent from 
the field during the first 20 minutes 
and leading their opponents 40-15 
at one point. 

The second half was all Nicho-
las A. Davis ’14. The freshman 
scored 23 of his 29 points in the 
second frame, going 12-for-13 from 

the field, including a pair of threes, 
acrobatic lay-ins, and a thunderous 
put-back dunk on top of a Beacon 
defender that got Rockwell roar-
ing. “It was great to see Nick show 
what he’s capable of doing,” said 
Head Coach Larry Anderson after 
the game. “I’ve been extremely im-
pressed with our guys’ work ethic 
so far this season, and hope we 
continue to get more focused and 
more prepared as the season con-
tinues.”

All-American Noel Hollings-
worth ’12 poured in 16 points in 17 
minutes, as he continues to work 
back into the lineup after recov-
ering from injury. Last season’s 
Northeastern US Rookie of the Year, 
Mitchell Kates ’13, dished out 5 as-
sists in the win while Will Tashman 
’12, who earned Conference Player 
of the Week honors, brought down a 
game-high 11 rebounds. Billy Bend-
er ’12 also continued his blistering 
53 percent shooting from beyond 
the arc, nailing a pair of threes along 
with two assists in the win.  

The Engineers improve their 
record to 7-1 and will visit Salem 
State College on Thursday night 
and Lesley University Saturday.

By Craig Kaufman
daper Staff

The MIT men’s and women’s 
fencing teams competed at the 
Brandeis Invitational last week-
end. The women went 4-1, and 

now have nine 
match wins on 
the season, while 
the men went 1-4 
to get their fourth 
match win.

The women’s 
team got strong performances 
from its sabre and epee teams, 
scoring victories over Brown, 
Cornell, Haverford, and Yale, 
and dropping their only match 
to a very strong St. John’s Uni-
versity.

In the first round, the Engi-
neers began their sweep of the 
Ivy League teams with a 15-12 
victory over Brown University. 
They were unable to handle the 
St. John’s Red Storm, falling 19-8 
to St. John’s, but bounced back 
to defeat Cornell by a slim 14-13 
margin. MIT went on to handle 
Haverford and Yale to finish the 
meet with a 4-1 record.

The Engineers performed 
best in sabre, where they had a 
final record of 34-11. Molly A. 
Kozminsky ’12 swept her op-
ponents in the four victories 
for MIT en route to going 13-2 
at the meet. Robin S. Shin ’12 
equaled her mark, while Anna-
beth Gellman ’13 and Elena A. 
Tatarchenko ’11 added seven 
victories between them. 

The epee team earned 7-2 
match victories over Haverford 

and Yale, while competing to a 
26-19 mark over the competi-
tion. Kirsten S. Hessler ’12 and 
senior Kristin D. Kuhn ’11 each 
posted 10-5 records for Tech 
and Sophie M. Monahan ’11 
won four of her eight bouts. 

Jenna G. Caldwell ’11 led the 
Engineers foil squad with seven 
bout victories, two each against 
Haverford and Cornell. Julia A. 
Hopkins ’12 won four bouts and 
Julia G. Kimmerly ’13 added 
one.

The men’s team, despite 
some struggles, left the Invi-
tational with one win in four 
matches, beating Haverford in 
the fifth round of competition. 
Jackson T. Crane ’13 and Joseph 
F. Rafidi ’14 led the way for the 
epee team, who had 18 bout 
victories over the weekend.

The Engineers began the 
competition falling at the hands 
of Brown University by a 17-
10 score and then losing to St. 
John’s 18-9. After a few rounds 
off, however, they were able 
to get by Haverford 16-11 for 

their first victory of the meet. 
MIT closed their weekend with 
a 20-7 defeat to the Yale Bull-
dogs. 

The Epee fencers for MIT 
went 18-18 through the meet, 
led by impressive performances 
by Crane and Rafidi. Each fenc-
er emerged from the weekend 
with a 9-3 record, with Rafidi 
sweeping all three bouts against 
Haverford and Crane going 3-0 
against Brown and Yale. The 
epee team won three of their 
matches, all by scores of 5-4, 
falling only to St. John’s by a 6-3 
margin.

Foil picked up 15 bouts over 
the weekend, thanks to Benja-
min N. Nield ’12 and Daniel S. 
Levine ’12. Nield won six bouts, 
including a sweep of his St. 
John’s opponents, while Levine 
added six of his own. Richard C. 
LaGrandier ’11 won three bouts 
as well.

The sabre team was key to 
MIT’s victory over Haverford, 
winning six of nine points. 
Maximilian L. Brand ’11, 
Vinayak Ramesh ’12, and Isaac 
P. Businger ’11 each won two 
bouts in the Haverford match, 
with Brand leading the way for 
sabre overall with four bouts 
won. 

The Engineers fencers now 
have a month and a half break, 
as they will wait until after the 
holiday break before taking to 
the strips again. Tech next com-
petes on January 22 at Brown 
University, who will host the 
second Northeast Fencing Con-
ference meet of the year. 

Fencing dominates Ivies
Engineers bout Brown, Yale, Cornell at invite

Basketball keeps up 
their winning streak 
Engineers now 7-1 for the season

Minh Phan—The Tech

Nicholas A. Davis ’14 goes for the lay-up against two UMass-Bos-
ton defenders on Tuesday night. MIT won 92-68, improving its record 
to 7-1.

Friday, December 10
Women’s basketball vs. Wellesley College 7 p.m., Rockwell Cage

Saturday, December 11
Squash vs. Amherst College 4 p.m., Z-Center Courts

Sunday, December 12
Squash — Alumni Match TBD, Z-Center Courts

Upcoming Home Events

MIT ONLINE SUBJECT EVALUATIONS ARE NOW OPEN

Evaluate subjects and teachers through Monday, December 13 at 9am:

web.mit.edu/subjectevaluation

View past evaluation results:

web.mit.edu/subjectevaluation/results.html

ALL FEEDBACK IS READ AND VALUED... especially your written comments!

The Engineers 
began their sweep 
of the Ivy League 
teams with a 
15-12 victory 
over Brown, and 
defeated Cornell 
by a slim 14-13.

We want you in our sheets.

join@the-tech.mit.edu
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