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E62 is business school’s new home

$142m eco-friendly building brings together all of Sloan under one roof

By Anne Cai

E62, the $142 million Sloan
School of Management building,
has opened for classes, for the first
time bringing together all the dif-
ferent parts of the Sloan School into
one place.

Located at 100 Main Street on
the site of the old demolished build-
ing E56, E62 opened to faculty and
staff in July, with offices being filled
from the sixth floor down.

With six classrooms and over 30
group study rooms, E62 is specifi-
cally tailored to the needs of Sloan.
All the study rooms, which come
in various sizes, feature a large
flatscreen monitor that can be con-
nected to students’ laptops, a pro-
jector and screen, at least one large
whiteboard, and cameras designed
for videoconferencing.

“I’ve been delighted to hear from
students and staff and faculty,” said
Dean of the Sloan School David C.
Schmittlein. “They say it’s a great
place to work, great place to study. It
has a nice view of the river, as well
as many group study rooms which
we needed very badly.”

A place for collaboration

“A big difference is the very
functional study rooms,” said Joseph
P. Franken, of Sloan 2012 Leaders
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Is Boston a
hotspot for

bank theft?

FBI statistics shed
light on films claim

By Maggie Lloyd

ASSOCIATE NEWS EDITOR

According to The Town, the Ben Af-
fleck crime drama released in theaters
today, there are over 300 bank rob-
beries in Boston each year. The movie
poster portrays masked robbers wield-
ing weapons in nun costumes with the
tagline, “Welcome to the Bank Robbery
Capital of America,” hanging ominously
above them.

Is Boston really the bank robbery

LOGAN P. WILLIAMS—THE TECH

E62, the new Sloan building, is now open for classes. The building will be dedicated in May 2011. The
chain-link sculpture in front of the building (left) was designed by Cai Guo-Qiang, and was completed in June.

for Global Operations (LGO) pro-
gram, expressing great enthusiasm
regarding E62’s technological and
collaborative upgrades. “With the
TV screens, you can hook them up
to your laptop, when you’re work-
ing in a group, instead of everyone
crowding around a laptop, you can

put your work on the screen and
discuss it.” Sloan’s previous fa-
cilities had a small number of study
rooms that were less technologically
equipped.

In front of the building is a
sculpture by Chinese artist Cai Guo-
Qiang — large, connected chain

links around pine trees, intended to
symbolize the interconnections and
collaboration so essential to Sloan,
according to Lucinda M. Hill, Di-
rector of Sloan Capital Projects.

In addition to formal learning ar-

E62, Page 11

A flurry of packages at desk

As dorms fill up, some blame Amazon

By Jessica J. Pourian
ASSISTANT NEWS EDITOR

Dormitory desks have recently been
flooded with packages — and tense e-
mails asking residents to please pick up
their packages.

“It’'s definitely been very packed,
we've been getting over 100 packages a
day for the past week or so,” said Jamie
Huang '11, a Simmons desk worker for
three years. The volume of packages
is “definitely more than I've ever seen
before,” she said. Desk workers at East
Campus and Macgregor also report re-
ceiving over a hundred packages a day.

According to data collected at Baker
House Desk, the number of packages
per day this year is not significantly dif-

ferent from years previous. The number
of packages received in the first half of
September is only 30 percent more in
2010 than in 2008 and 2009.

The culprit? Most desk workers
blame Amazon Student, a new program
that give students free two-day shipping
on Amazon orders.

“My personal friends have been talk-
ing about it, and we’ve definitely been
getting more than half of our packages
from Amazon,” Huang said.

Brain C. Conn 13, a desk worker at
Burton Conner, agrees. “Normally, a [de-
livery man] will just bring in like twenty
packages, and the Amazon signature is
on all of them. Us desk workers don't re-

Packages, Page 10

More bids offered

Frats and sororities saw more
interest in Greek life

By Jingyun Fan

ASSOCIATE NEWS EDITOR

Both fraternities and sororities saw more interest

in Greek life this year and gave out slightly more bids.

More men participated in rush this year, and fra-

ternities extended more bids — even as two fraterni-
ties were expelled from Rush. A total of 470 bids were
extended to 367 men, compared to 437 bids to 338
men last year.

Fewer women registered for Recruitment at the

outset this year, but four more stuck through the pro-
cess to receive a bid. This year, 340 women participat-
ed, and 196 received bids; last year, 359 participated,
and 192 received bids.

According to Spencer J. Parra 11, the Interfrater-

nity Council (IFC) recruitment chair, fraternities have

capital of America?

“The statistics speak for themselves,’
says Special Agent Gail Marcinkiewicz,
FBI Media Spokesperson. FBI reports
show that, for the past seven years, the
state of Massachusetts has seen 200-300
incidents of bank crime each year, al-
though the number of those cases oc-
curring in the Boston area is unknown.

These incidents include robberies,
burglaries, larcenies, and extortions.
According to Marcinkiewicz, “most are
straight-forward note jobs,” in which a
note demanding money is passed to the
teller.

The FBI Bank Robberies archive
(http://www.fbi.gov/page2/feb10/
robberies_022310.html) states that “bank
robbery methods are as novel and var-
ied as the monikers used to label them.
But in the end, the most common ap-
proach is to step up to a teller and make
a demand verbally, with a written note,
or both”

Not all cases, however, are that
simple. Marcinkiewicz adds, “we have
seen an increase in weapons shown
or threatened.” Between April and July
this year, one man known as the “Burly
Bandit” robbed 10 banks in Massachu-
setts, Connecticut, New Hampshire,
and Rhode Island. According to an
FBI press release in July, “he has made
threats to kill the bank tellers and has
brandished a weapon,” and so was con-
sidered armed and dangerous. Robert
Ferguson, a 47-year-old Greyhound bus
driver arrested last month, is suspected

Packages recieved at Baker House
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According to data maintained by Baker House desk, so far this year, inbound pack-
ages are up only about 30 percent. Above is a histogram with seven day bins.

Greek stats, Page 15

IN SHORT

Anna L. Tang is back in court today, as her at-
torney argues that evidence from the Common-
wealth's expert psychiatrist should be excluded
because, the defense says, its presentation after the
trial began violates the rules of evidence discovery.

The deadline to register for the Career Fair,
which takes place on 9/23, is today. Submit your
resume to http://career-fairmit.eduy.

The grocery shuttle to Trader Joe’s and
Whole Foods will run on Sundays this year, in-
stead of Saturdays. Look for a yellow school bus
making stops at East Campus, McCormick, Baker,
Burton-Conner, MacGregor, New House, Next
House, Simmons, and Random Hall between
noon and 4:15 p.m. starting this weekend. More
information, including the route map, is available

Bank robberies, Page 13

at http://ua.mit.edu/tjwf_shuttle/.

MIT Medical will be running a free flu shot
clinic on Thursday, October 14 on the Student
Center 3rd floor, for students only. Flu shots at
MIT are free, but bring your MIT ID card or insur-
ance card with you. A full schedule of clinics , in-
cluding those for faculty and staff, is available on at
http://medweb.mit.edu/about/news/flu/.

The Fall Festival Comedy Show ticket pre-
sale ends on Sat. Sept 18. Following that, tick-
ets will open up to MIT affiliates, guests, and
local college students. Tickets are $10 at
http://sao.mit.edu/tickets.

Stem cell judges decide to hear oral arguments on
removing research ban, page 12.

Send news information and tips to
news@tech.mit.edu.

WHAT YOU THINK
ABOUT RUSH

Your letters about the
debate over fraternity
rush. Should freshmen
be rushed? Does it really
even matter? OPN, p. 5

OBAMA, WE HARDLY KNEW YOU
What happened to the Obama that we
elected? OPN, p. 4

FROM ANTARCTICA TO BIG BANG

David Saltzberg hunts for neutrinos and
consults for Big Bang Theory. OPN, p. 4
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At 103, a judge who hopes to
take his final bow feet first’

WICHITA, Kan. — Judge Wesley E. Brown’s mere presence
in his courtroom is seen as something of a daily miracle. His di-
minished frame is nearly lost behind the bench. A tube under his
nose feeds him oxygen during hearings. And he warns lawyers
preparing for lengthy court battles that he may not live to see the
cases to completion, adding the old saying, “At this age, I'm not
even buying green bananas.’

At 103, Brown, of the U.S. District Court here, is old enough to
have been unusually old when he enlisted during World War II.
He is old enough to have witnessed a former law clerk’s appoint-
ment to serve beside him as a district judge - and, almost two de-
cades later, the former clerk’s move to senior status.

The Constitution grants federal judges an almost-unparalleled
option to keep working “during good behavior,” which, in prac-
tice, has meant as long as they want. But since that language was
written, life expectancy has more than doubled, to almost 80, and
the number of people who live beyond 100 is rapidly growing.

—A.G. Sulzberger, The New York Times

U.S. steps up criticism of

China’s economic practices

WASHINGTON — The Obama administration increased its
criticisms of China’s economic policies Thursday, as Treasury
Secretary Timothy E Geithner told Congress that China had sub-
stantially undervalued its currency to gain an unfair trade advan-
tage, tolerated theft of foreign technology and created unreason-
able barriers to U.S. imports.

But the election year anger from lawmakers seemed to sur-
pass even Geithner’s tougher posture. Lawmakers expressed
impatience with the administration’s familiar reliance on persua-
sion and negotiation, saying such tactics had yielded little.

Dismay over China’s currency interventions - it buys about $1
billion a day to maintain the renminbi’s peg to the dollar - has
been a recurring theme for years. The election-season rhetoric,
the carefully calibrated strengthening of the Chinese currency
on the eve of Geithner’s appearance and the administration’s
struggle to negotiate a diplomatic line set the stage for predict-
able political theater.

But now, with the United States in a stalled economic recov-
ery and lawmakers facing a restive electorate, the administration
is clearly looking for alternative ways to bring pressure on the
Chinese.

Geithner urged China to allow “significant, sustained appreci-
ation” of its undervalued currency and even suggested that any-
thing less would strain relations. He made it clear that President
Barack Obama would press the issue with China’s leaders.

—Sewell Chan, The New York Times

Researchers search Cascades
for signs of grizzlies

PASAYTEN WILDERNESS, Wash. - Past the asters and aspen
and subalpine fir, past the quick, cold creeks and the huckleberry
hillsides, the bear hunter stopped and cocked his tweezers.

“Here,” said Bill Gaines, a wildlife biologist for the Okanogan-
Wenatchee National Forest, “is the mother lode.”

Caught on a prong of barbed wire that he had strung weeks
earlier in these remote mountains was a tantalizing clue: strands
of light brown bear hair.

It will be months before DNA tests tell the full story: Did those
hairs belong to a black bear, a relatively common resident here, or
were they snagged from the far more elusive grizzly? The last con-
firmed sighting of a grizzly in the North Cascades was in 1996.

Gaines is leading the most ambitious effort ever to document
whether grizzlies still exist here. While many people want the
grizzlies, an endangered species, to make a comeback here, oth-
ers worry that more bears will mean more conflict.

— William Yardley, The New York Times
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Poverty rate jumped sharply
in 2009, census reports

By Erik Eckholm

THE NEW YORK TIMES

The percentage of Americans
struggling below the poverty line
in 2009 was the highest it has been
in 15 years, the Census Bureau re-
ported Thursday, and interviews
with poverty experts and aid groups
said the increase appeared to be
continuing this year.

With the country in its worst
economic crisis since the Great De-
pression, 4 million additional Amer-
icans found themselves in poverty
in 2009, with the total reaching 44
million, or 1 in 7 residents. Millions
more were getting by only because
of expanded unemployment and
other assistance.

And the numbers could have
climbed higher: One way embattled
Americans have gotten by is shar-
ing homes with siblings, parents
or even nonrelatives, sometimes
resulting in overused couches and
frayed nerves but holding down the
rise in the national poverty rate, ac-
cording to the report.

The share of residents in poverty
climbed to 14.3 percent in 2009, the

highest level recorded since 1994.
The rise was steepest for children,
with 1 in 5 affected, the bureau
said.

The report provides the most
detailed picture yet of the impact of
the recession and unemployment
on incomes, especially at the bot-
tom of the scale. It also indicated
that the temporary increases in aid
provided in last year’s stimulus bill
eased the burdens on millions of
families.

For a single adult in 2009, the
poverty line was $10,830 in pretax
cash income; for a family of four,
$22,050.

Given the depth of the recession,
some economists had expected an
even larger jump in the poor.

“A lot of people would have been
worse off if they didn’t have some-
one to move in with,” said Dr. Timo-
thy M. Smeeding, director of the
Institute for Research on Poverty at
the University of Wisconsin.

Smeeding said that in a typi-
cal case, a struggling family, like a
mother and children who would be
in poverty on their own, stayed with
more prosperous parents or other

relatives.

The Census study found an 11.6
percent increase in the number of
such multifamily households over
the past two years. Included in that
number was James Davis, 22, of Chi-
cago, who lost his job as a package
handler for FedEx in February 2009.
As he ran out of money, he and his
2-year-old daughter moved in with
his mother about a year ago, avoid-
ing destitution while he searched
for work.

“I couldn’t afford rent,” he said.

Danise Sanders, 31, and her
three children have been sleeping
in theliving room of her mother and
sister’s one-bedroom apartment in
San Pablo, Calif., for the past month,
with no end in sight. They doubled
up after the bank foreclosed on her
landlord, forcing her to move.

“It’s getting harder,” said Sand-
ers, who makes a low income as a
mail clerk. “We’re all pitching in for
rent and bills.”

Reporting was contributed by
Rebecca Cathcart in Los Angeles,
Emma Graves Fitzsimmons in Chi-
cago, Malcolm Gay in St. Louis and
Malia Wollan in San Francisco.

Once wary, now President
Obama relies on Petraeus

By Helene Cooper, David E.
Sanger, and Thom Shanker
THE NEW YORK TIMES

WASHINGTON — When Presi-
dent Barack Obama descended into
the White House Situation Room on
Monday for his monthly update on
Afghanistan and Pakistan, the new
top U.S. military commander, Gen.
David H. Petraeus, ticked off signs of
progress.

Come December, when the presi-
dent intends to assess his Afghan
strategy, he will be able to claim tan-
gible successes, Petraeus predicted
by secure video hookup from Kabul,
Afghanistan, according to adminis-
tration officials.

The general said that the U.S.
military would have substantially
enlarged the “oil spot” - military jar-
gon for secure area - around Kabul.
It would have expanded U.S. con-
trol farther outside of Kandahar, the
Taliban heartland. And, the aides

recalled, the general said the military
would have reintegrated a significant
number of former Taliban fighters in
the south.

“He essentially promised the
president very bankable results,” one
administration official said. (Others
in the room characterized the com-
mander’s list more as objectives than
promises.)

Obama largely listened, asking a
few questions, and two hours later,
the White House sent an e-mail to
reporters using language that echoed
the general’s.

But even inside an administration
that is pinning its hopes, both mili-
tary and political, on the accuracy of
the general’s report, there are doubt-
ers. Assessments from intelligence
officials are far more pessimistic, and
Obama regularly reviews maps that
show how the Taliban have spread
into areas where they had no major
presence before.

And some military officers, who

support Petraeus’ counterinsurgency
strategy and say he readily acknowl-
edges the difficulties ahead, caution
that the security and governance cri-
sis in Afghanistan remains so volatile
that any successes may not be sus-
tainable.

How that tension plays out in
coming months — the guarded op-
timism of a popular general leading
an increasingly unpopular war and
the caution of a White House that
prides itself on a realism that it says
President George W. Bush and his
staff lacked — will probably define
the relationship between Obama and
his field commander. Petraeus, who
led the Iraq surge and was a favorite
of Bush’s, has slowly worked himself
into the good graces of a president
who was once wary of him.

So far, the two men appear to be
meshing well, advisers say. Both are
meticulous, even-keeled and matter
offact, and both like to do their home-
work, studying detailed reports.

Igor, Julia, and Karl, oh my!

By Allison A.Wing

STAFF METEOROLOGIST

The active hurricane season
continues in the Atlantic, with three
hurricanes occurring simultane-
ously (a fairly rare occurrence in the
Atlantic). As of 5 p.m. yesterday, Igor
had sustained winds of 125 mph, Ju-
lia had sustained winds of 85 mph,
and Karl had sustained winds of 80
mph. Igor has maintained its Cat-
egory 4 intensity for several days,
and is expected to continue to be a
powerful hurricane before gradu-
ally weakening as he moves over
colder waters while curving towards
Bermuda. Julia was a Category 4
hurricane on Wednesday, before

Extended Forecast

weakening due to less favorable en-
vironmental conditions, including
interaction with Igor’s outflow, and
is forecast to continue to dissipate.
Neither Igor nor Julia forecasted
tracks indicate that they will impact
the U.S. Karl actually intensified to
hurricane status after making land-
fall in Belize as a tropical storm and
crossing over the Yucatan penin-
sula into the Gulf of Mexico, and is
expected to make a second landfall
in eastern Mexico this afternoon.

Here in Boston, after some
morning showers today associated
with a passing low subside, high
pressure will move in to the area,
giving us pleasant weather for the
weekend.

Today: Morning showers, then mostly cloudy. High of 67°F (19°C).

North winds at 10-15 mph.

Tonight: Partly cloudy. Low of 55°F (13°C). North winds at 5-7 mph.

Tomorrow: Mostly sunny. High of 69°F (21°C). Calm, then East
winds at 10-15 mph. Low of 55°F (13°C).

Sunday: Mostly sunny. High of 71°F (22°C). South Southeast winds

at 3-5 mph. Low of 53°F (12°C).

Monday: Mostly sunny. High of 68°F (20°C). North winds at 8-12

mph. Low of 50°F (10°C).
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In California, a showdown on
greenhouse gas emissions

By Adam Nagourney

THE NEW YORK TIMES

LOS ANGELES — A ballot initia-
tive to suspend a milestone Cali-
fornia law curbing greenhouse gas
emissions is drawing a wave of
contributions from out-of-state oil
companies, raising concerns among
conservationists as it emerges as a
test of public support for potentially
costly environmental measures dur-
ing tough economic times.

Charles and David Koch, billion-
aires from Kansas who have played
a prominent role in financing the
Tea Party movement and financed
major buildings at MIT, donated $1
million to the campaign to suspend
the Global Warming Solutions Act,
which was passed four years ago, and

signaled that they were prepared to
invest more in the cause. With their
contribution, proponents of the
proposition have raised $8.2 mil-
lion, with $7.9 million coming from
energy companies, most of them out
of state.

This latest embrace by the Koch
brothers of a conservative cause jolt-
ed environmental leaders who are
worried that a vote against the law
in this state — with its long history
of environmental activism — would
amount to a powerful setback for
emission control efforts in Washing-
ton and statehouses across the coun-
try

“It would have big implications,”
said George P. Shultz, the former sec-
retary of state, who is a chairman of a
campaign to defeat the ballot initia-

tive. “That is one reason why these
outside companies are pouring mon-
ey in to try to derail the same thing.
At the same time, the reverse is true:
They put this fat in the fire and if we
win, that also sends a message.”

Gene Karpinski, president of
the League of Conservation Voters,
who has been traveling California to
rally support against the proposition,
called it “by far the single most im-
portant ballot measure to date test-
ing public support for continuing to
move to a clean energy economy.”

The campaign against California’s
greenhouse gas law comes as busi-
ness groups have invested heavily
across the country in trying to defeat
members of Congress who voted for a
cap-and-trade bill that also required
emission reductions.

Strategic Arms Reduction Treaty
(START) with Russia approved

By Peter Baker
THE NEW YORK TIMES

WASHINGTON — President Ba-
rack Obama’s arms control treaty
with Russia advanced to the Senate
floor with bipartisan support Thurs-
day, giving it a major boost toward
ratification despite the election-year
polarization that has divided the par-
ties over so many other issues.

The Senate Foreign Relations
Committee voted 14-4 to approve
the treaty known as New START, with
three Republicans joining Democrats
after negotiating an accompany-

ing resolution addressing concerns
about missile defense and modern-
ization of the nuclear arsenal.

The vote was a rare instance in
which Obama has won more than
token Republican support for a sig-
nature initiative. But he still faces a
battle to secure final approval on the
Senate floor, where under the Consti-
tution the treaty needs a two-thirds
vote, meaning at least eight Repub-
licans. With many Republicans still
opposed, Democrats are likely to de-
lay a floor vote until a lame-duck ses-
sion after the election Nov. 2.

Obama considers the treaty one

of his most tangible foreign policy
achievements and the centerpiece
of his effort to rebuild relations with
Russia after years of tension.

Signed by Obama and President
Dmitry Medvedev in Prague in April,
the treaty would bar each side from
deploying more than 1,550 strategic
nuclear warheads or 700 launchers
starting seven years after final ratifi-
cation.

Perhaps just as significantly, it
would establish a new inspection
and monitoring regime to replace the
longstanding program that lapsed
last year with START’s expiration.
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Study dates HIV ancestor to at
least 32,000 years ago

In a discovery that sheds new light on the history of AIDS, scien-
tists have found evidence that the ancestor to the virus that causes
the disease has been in monkeys and apes for at least 32,000 years
— not just a few hundred years, as had been previously thought.

That means humans have presumably been exposed many
times to SIV, the simian immunodeficiency virus, because people
have been hunting monkeys for millenniums, risking infection ev-
ery time they butcher one for food.

Confirming that the virus is very old helps explain why it infects
almost all African monkeys but does not sicken them. Over many
generations, as any disease kills off vulnerable victims, the host
adapts to it.

The new research, published Thursday in Science magazine,
was relatively simple. Scientists tested 79 monkeys from Bioko, a
volcanic island 19 miles off the West African coast. Bioko used to
be the end of a peninsula attached to the mainland in what is now
Cameroon, but it was cut off when sea levels rose 10,000 years ago
at the end of the last ice age.

Since then, six monkey species have developed in isolation on
the island, and scientists found that four of them had members that
were infected with SIV.

—Donald G. McNeil, Jr., The New York Times

T subway portal gets facelift and
return to glory

In a world of functional but mundane MBTA entrances, the por-
tal for inbound travelers at Copley Square is one of a kind: a filigreed
framework of flowers and curlicues in cast iron, at once classically
inspired and reminiscent of the Art Nouveau kiosks that distinguish
the Metro in Paris.

The civic leaders who commissioned the covered entrance 99
years ago wanted to enhance the grandeur of the Boston Public Li-
brary behind it, not mar it with a run-of-the-mill subway entrance.
But with time and neglect, the fine details became obscured by rust,
thick layers of paint, and assorted graffiti; transients were sleeping
on the roof. The structure, bowed and buckling, was at risk of col-
lapse.

But now, after more than two years of painstaking repairs and re-
construction, the Copley Station inbound head house — as subway
entrances are known - has been restored.

A crew from the same Easton blacksmith shop that revived the
gates enclosing Harvard Yard and the ornamentation around the
State House is in the process of reinstalling it on the Boylston Street
sidewalk near Dartmouth Street.

The restoration, costing a little under $1.9 million, is a mere line
item on the books of a roughly $50 million modernization project
intended to make the Green Line stations at Arlington and Copley
accessible to people with disabilities.

—Eric Moskowitz, The Boston Globe

UPOP is one of the most
extraordinary programs MIT
has to offer to its students, and
plays a vital role in launching >
their professional careers.
Experiences like UPOP set MIT
students apart.

Saad Zaheer '09 | Course 8

career path. The skills | got
in UPOP helped me land an
internship as a sophomore

that is usually reserved

for seniors. = Employers seek out UPOP students! Come and learn how this credit-bearing

Sophomores:

Jump-start yo“‘. Career.

UPOP is MIT’s Undergraduate Practice Opportunities Program, a unique
full-year extra-curricular program open to all Institute sophomores.

Develop your leadership and business skills through workshops, professional
networking, team-building exercises, and hands-on work experience (but don’t worry:
we fit flexibly around your academic workload —and we always feed youl!)

= Enjoy 1:1 and small-group coaching with world-class industry and alum

mentors as well as 1:1 guidance from UPOP staff with our walk-in open-door policy

UPOP totally changed my > Learn while you work in one of the fantastic companies or research labs
worldwide that host UPOP interns. Industries include:

e electronics e software e aerospace ® energy ® bioengineering
e finance e strategy consulting e life sciences e manufacturing

Edgar Twigg '09 | Courses 8 & 16

program can jump-start your career!

: Tuesday Sept 28 5:30 rPv 1-390 UPOP is a prerequisite for
" Free Food Tuesday  Sept28  7:00m  1-390 R e Lecotonp
Thursday Sept 30 5:30 rPv 4-270 Program for juniors & seniors

617.253.0077 | 12-193 | upop@mit.edu | upop.mit.edu/events
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Who knew we elected Bush to a 3rd term?

On many levels, the Obama administration continues to disappoint

By Michael Veldman

Remember when you first got hit with
Obamania? I sure do. I was a sophomore in
high school in February of 2007 when a po-
litically inclined friend of mine and I started
spreading the Good Word about our very
own fresh-faced, junior Senator’s bid for the
presidency. We stuck with his 21 month long
campaign and watched proudly as he was
inaugurated — she from the National Mall
and I from Chicago.

And then we kept watching and waiting
and sort of, kind of, growing a little impa-
tient.

Give him a break, look at the mess he in-
herited, his apologists said. Of course it’s go-
ing to take him a while to work toward gay
rights, he’s got two wars to take care of, you
know!

Granted. Then let’s let him start to pre-
pare for the de-escalation in Iraq and Af-
ghanistan first. Wait, he did say de-escala-
tion, right?

That'’s not fair, Afghanistan is a quagmire!
It's Bush'’s fault we're stuck there.

And then we were fed excuse after ex-
cuse for why health care took so long to pass
and why it was so unsatisfactory, why his
promises for transparency and accountabil-
ity went in the complete opposite direction,
and why defense spending wasn’t touched
while education spending suffered.

That is a little frustrating, I suppose.

But we ate it up. Week after week we
bought it, and now all of a sudden it is twen-
ty months into his presidency and he has yet

to make good on almost every major cam-
paign promise. Not only that, but he is show-
ing eerie and shocking similarities to former
President George Bush.

Oh, President Obama, how do you disap-
point us? Let us count the ways:

1. You authorized the CIA to assassinate
a US citizen without due process.

2. You opened huge swaths of water
along the Atlantic and north Alaskan coast
as well as the eastern Gulf of Mexico to oil
and natural gas companies — less than a
month before the BP disaster (Drill, baby
drilll Wait, who said that again?)

3. You hired Bush administration of-
ficials like Dana Perino (the infamous spin
doctor) and Howard Schmidt (head cyber-
adviser during a period of curiously missing
emails and other documents that could have
incriminated Bush in the Valerie Plame Wil-
son case — in which a covert agent’s identity
was compromised — among others).

4. You promised a new era of “scientific
integrity” in the White House and have done
nothing to follow through. Scientific whistle-
blower organizations report as many com-
plaints from scientists in your administra-
tion as from the previous.

5. You continue to try to placate LGBT
advocates with vague promises of “progress”
while doing nothing to repeal the Defense of
Marriage Act and “Don’t Ask Don’t Tell,” or
push marriage rights. Your hospital visita-
tion mandate was important, but it came a
year later than it could or should have.

6. You continue to push for Big Brother-
like citizen-monitoring powers, like access-

ing a citizen’s email for their contacts, dates
and times that emails were sent and re-
ceived, and browser histories — all without
court permission.

7. When five detainees were filing suit in
the Ninth Circuit Court for alleged torture
while in US captivity, your administration
stepped in and successfully appealed to
stop the case from proceeding for the sake
of “national security” Ben Wizner, the de-
tainees’ lawyer, noted that “[i]f this decision
stands, the United States will have closed
its courts to torture victims while provid-
ing complete immunity to their torturers.”
Again.

8. Did I mention you authorized the as-
sassination of a US citizen? Because that’s
just scary.

Well, what the hell, Obama?

It is all so very confusing, the way
Obama reneged on his campaign promises.
The peculiar way he’s handled things has
left his supporters disillusioned while his
opponents, who should be wetting them-
selves the way he has crossed over to their
side on so many levels, are still smearing
him every chance they get. I am not being
melodramatic when I say I feel betrayed.
I hardly expected him to be our savior; I
hardly expected him to sweep into office
and wave his magic wand and bring peace
and harmony to the world. But never in my
wildest dreams did I expect him to so boldly
disregard our Constitution or so closely re-
semble our former President.

Michael Veldman is a member of the
Class of 2014.

From A.N.LTA. to the Big Bang
David Saltzberg is a UCLA physicist & consultant to Big Bang Theory

By Nina Sinatra

STAFF COLUMNIST

As arespected high energy physicist, Dr.
David Saltzberg’s work has brought him to
many remarkable places: Antarctica, his
classroom at UCLA, CERN’s Large Hadron
Collider, and to the set of CBS’'s The Big
Bang Theory, for which he is the scientific
consultant.

I had the opportunity to speak with Dr.
Saltzberg about his experiences and the im-
plications of his work in detecting high en-
ergy particles (to quote Dr. Sheldon Cooper,
“Bazinga!”).

Nina Sinatra: How did you become inter-
ested in astroparticle physics?

David Saltzberg: Since college and prob-
ably before, I was drawn towards particle
physics and accelerators. They seemed to
be the most direct way to find out what mat-
ter is really made of. Despite being warned
away from joining such large experiments,
I found myself as a graduate student at Fer-
milab, working at what was until recently
the world’s highest energy accelerator, for
my Ph.D. work. It was a large collaboration,
but even in such big scientific groups there

is always interesting work to be done and
important jobs on the detector that nobody
is working on.

Later on, when I came to UCLA as an
assistant professor, a major upgrade of the
accelerator and detectors became badly de-
layed. An experimentalist does not like to go
so many years without any fresh data. Luck-
ily, Nature provides us with much higher
energy beams than we can create on earth,
over 10 million times more energy. And Na-
ture’s beams never turn off. My friend and
colleague Peter Gorham gave a talk at my
university, UCLA, showing how radio waves
could be used to detect extremely high en-
ergy neutrinos in these natural beams and I
was hooked. Our first attempt used ground
based antennas, the “Deep Space Network”
we pointed at the Moon, looking for neu-
trinos hitting the lunar regolith. Later this
idea changed into flying the antennas and
looking down at the Antarctic Ice. That is
the basis of our balloon payload, called
ANITA: The Antarctic Impulsive Transient
Antenna.

N.S.: Tell us a bit about your work on the
ANITA experiment — how do you and your
colleagues interact with and use neutrino

telescopes?

D.S.: The problem with detecting ultra
high energy neutrinos is they are so rare,
about one hits the Earth per square kilo-
meter per century. So you need to have
enormous detectors, hundreds of cubic ki-
lometers, which is bigger than anything you
can buy. We use Antarctic ice because it is
nearly transparent to radio waves. If a neu-
trino interacts in the ice, it makes a shower
of charged particles that produces a short,
sub-nanosecond radio burst. Our payload
has 40 antennas observing the ice, looking
for these brief radio bursts.

We were very fortunate that NASA’s Co-
lumbia Scientific Ballooning Facility exists.
Itis awonderful program that allows astron-
omers to fly scientific payloads at 120,000
feet. Their Long-Duration Balloon program
in Antarctica has allowed us flights in excess
of 30 days. It is a wonderful confluence of
effects that allows the experiment to work:
First, the circumpolar vortex set up in the
Austral Summer allows us to fly balloons in
alarge circle around the 80th South parallel.
Second, about three-quarters of the world’s

Saltzberg, Page 5

CORRECTIONS

Because of an editing error, the Tuesday, Sept. 14 story about tenure at MIT referred
to Charles C. Mills '12 as a “former student.” Mills is a former student of Professor Eric

Hudson and is currently a junior.
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