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By Gireeja Ranade
ASSOCIATE NEWS EDITOR

LaVerde’s Market is now open 24
hours a day, Sunday through Thurs-
day.

The market, as well as its deli
counter, is operating as normal
throughout the night, said Chris Sil-
verio, assistant manager of the store.
The change went into effect on Sun-
day.

Store manager Marc Semon said
that the change was made in response
to “an awful lot of requests” for
extending the hours, especially since
the 24-hour Coffeehouse closed.
Semon said that this is something
store proprietor Frank LaVerde has
been considering for many years.

Frank LaVerde did not return
requests for comment.

Coffeehouse closing major factor
Assistant director of Enterprise

Services John M. McDonald said that
LaVerde’s is trying to fill the need for
late-night coffee and food since the
Coffeehouse closed last year. He also
suggested that the store will provide
competition for MacGregor Conve-
nience, formerly the only on-campus
food option open after midnight.

However, Silverio said that this
change had nothing to do with the
late hours of MacGregor Conve-
nience. 

Director of the Campus Activities
Complex Phillip J. Walsh said that
the Coffeehouse could not be sus-
tained because it was losing money.
He said that LaVerde’s may be more
successful in their late-night venture
because of their location on the first
floor of the Student Center and a
faithful client base. Use of the MIT
card has also made the store accessi-
ble to more students who use Tech-
Cash.

McDonald said that Laverde’s is
the only place on campus that could
operate 24 hours a day because no

other place has the sales volume to

PON-PON YEH

Luke S. Zettlemoyer G does some light shopping at LaVerde's Mar-
ket located  in the student center. LaVerde's recently extended its
hours, and is now open 24 hours a day, Sunday through Thursday.

LaVerde’s Market Open 24-Hrs.
During the Week This Semester

By Lauren E. LeBon
STAFF REPORTER

Early Saturday evening, I lined
up with hundreds of my fellow
sophomores along Memorial Drive,

l u r e d
by the
promise
of free
f o o d ,
prizes ,

and a first glance at the design of
our class ring.

The ring committee revealed the
design for the Class of 2006 Brass
Rat in a magically-transformed
Walker Memorial on Saturday
night.

The features on the ring came
from several significant events that
occurred on and off campus in the
past two years, including the fresh-
men on campus policy, the retire-
ment of President Vest, the con-
struction of new buildings on
campus, the exploration of Mars,
and the 2003 snow day.

The committee explained that
the main inspiration for the 2006
ring came from Van Gogh’s 1889
painting “Starry Night,” which you
may recognize from many calendars
and dorm room walls. Elements
from the painting can be seen in the
swirling skies on the bezel and the
class shank.

The swirlies, the ring committee
wrote in our ring brochures, are sup-
posed “to remind us of that change
and how fleeting our college experi-
ence is.”

I found the painting to be a
strange choice to use on our ring.
Sure, it’s pretty, but the work has
some strong associations with the
artist’s legendary “mad genius” per-
sonality. 

Van Gogh painted the 19th cen-

tury masterpiece during his stay in a
French mental institution, shortly
before his death in 1890.

Trapped from the outside world,
and spinning deeper and deeper into
insanity, Van Gogh painted from
memory, depicting the world out-
side the institute walls as a chaotic
place.

On second thought, maybe the
painting is more appropriate than I
thought.

When your powers combine…
A unique feature of this year’s

Brass Rat is the hidden message
encoded in the engravings on the
side of the ring. (See page 16.)

The inside engraving has the
MIT skyline, with Simmons Hall,
the Stata Center, and the Green
Building. The outside engraving
depicts the Boston skyline, com-
plete with the Citgo sign.

When two members of the Class
of 2006 put their rings together,
Captain Planet-style, the engrav-
ings come together to reveal the
letters “MIT.” The Powerpoint ani-
mation of this feature at the pre-
miere drew “oohs” and “aahs”
from the crowd.

Seal shank features two men
This year’s seal shank featured

two men, to the delight of the
crowd. The genders of the two fig-
ures on the official MIT seal are
often points of contention each year,
with some portion of each class
wanting the seal to be updated to
reflect the nearly equal population
of undergraduate men and women
on campus. The laborer wears a rac-
coon hat, as the members of our
class were the “pioneers” of several

Ring Features Secret
Message, Nod to Stata
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Reporter’s
Notebook

By Marcella Bombardieri
THE BOSTON GLOBE

Harvard University has seen a
sharp drop in the proportion of
women serving as junior professors
in the humanities, according to
newly released numbers, leaving
officials anxious about a problem
they had never expected to face in
2004.

Only 21, or 35 percent, of the
school’s nontenured humanities
professors are women, a drop from
the mid-1990s, when women were
nearly half of all assistant and
associate professors in the
humanities.

“I think it’s a disturbing trend that
requires attention,” Harvard president
Lawrence H. Summers said in an
interview. “The key to ultimately
diversifying the faculty is developing
as strong a pipeline as possible.”

Across all subject areas at
Harvard, including the sciences and
the social sciences, the proportion of
female junior professors has

remained at about 30 percent for a
decade.

Drop in contrast to sciences
The figures contrast with

Harvard’s success in boosting the
number of women in senior faculty
positions and in the sciences. Those
numbers have been growing steadily
over the years, thanks to a long push
to change an institution that three
decades ago had only a handful of
tenured women.

Women are now earning more
than half of all doctorates in the
United States and are especially
numerous in the humanities. As a
result, Harvard leaders are asking
why they are seeing a dropoff in the
proportion of younger scholars.

“We worry it might not be a
statistical aberration; it might be a
trend,” said Maria Tatar, dean for
the humanities. “I sometimes worry
that some women don’t apply to

Harvard Sees Decrease
In Non-Tenured Women

Harvard, Page 21

2006 RING COMMITTEE

The bezel of the class of 2006 brass rat, which was unveiled at the ring premiere last Saturday. This
year’s design features swirls from Van Gogh’s “Starry Night,” a strand of DNA, and tributes to several
campus hacks.



By Richard W. Stevenson
THE NEW YORK TIMES 

WASHINGTON 

President Bush kicked off his gen-
eral election campaign on Monday
night, shedding his above-the-fray
posture to deliver a robust defense of
his record and begin an assault on the
Democratic front-runner, Sen. John
Kerry.

Facing declining poll numbers and
concerted Democratic criticism, and
urged by many Republicans to accel-
erate his timetable for partisan
engagement, Bush used a speech here
to assert that the election would pre-
sent a clear choice between his steady
leadership and Democrats who could
not be relied on to make the tough
decisions necessary to deal with the
economy and the threat from terror-

ism.
“It’s a choice between keeping the

tax relief that is moving this economy
forward, or putting the burden of
higher taxes on the American peo-
ple,” Bush said. “It’s a choice
between an America that leads the
world with strength and confidence,
or an America that is uncertain in the
face of danger.”

Without using Kerry’s name, the
president mocked him as a politician
whose positions change with the
wind. The Democratic field, Bush
said, is “for tax cuts and against them.
For NAFTA and against NAFTA. For
the Patriot Act and against the Patriot
Act. In favor of liberating Iraq and
against it. And that’s just one senator
from Massachusetts.”

The speech, delivered at a fund-

raiser to benefit the Republican Gov-
ernors Association, was billed by
Bush’s campaign as the start of a
more aggressive phase of the race
after months in which the president,
to the growing consternation of some
in his party, had remained largely on
the sidelines.

Much of the speech was forward-
looking. It sought to position Bush as
optimistic and steady in the face of
serious challenges to the country and
relentless attacks by Democrats who,
the president said, have failed to say
how they would deal with the chal-
lenges the United States faces at
home and abroad.

Campaign officials have said that
Bush’s first advertisement will focus
on his accomplishments, and would
not attack Kerry.

WORLD & NATION
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Proceeds From Church Sales 
To Pay Off Debts

THE BOSTON GLOBE
BOSTON 

Archbishop Sean P. O’Malley has decided that proceeds from
church properties sold under his plan to reduce the number of parishes
in the archdiocese will go to the central fund of the Boston Archdio-
cese and not to the parishes left to take on Catholics displaced by the
cutbacks.

In a Feb. 13 letter to all Boston priests, Bishop Richard G. Lennon,
O’Malley’s top deputy, wrote that the archbishop had decided to close
the parishes through a canonical procedure known as suppression,
which allows the sale proceeds to pay off the debts of the archdiocese.

O’Malley has set a March 8 deadline for leaders from about 80
regional clusters of parishes to recommend which parishes should be
shut down under the consolidation plan. Those recommendations will
be then considered by two higher groups of church officials before
they are submitted to O’Malley for his review.

Sept. 11 Hijacker Identified
Two Years before Attack 

THE NEW YORK TIMES 
WASHINGTON 

U.S. investigators were given the first name and telephone number
of one of the Sept. 11 hijackers two and a half years before the attacks
on New York and Washington, but the United States appears to have
failed to aggressively pursue the lead, according to U.S. and German
officials.

The information — the earliest known signal that the United States
received about any of the hijackers — has now become an important
element of an independent commission’s investigation into the events
of Sept. 11, officials said Monday. It is considered particularly signifi-
cant because it may have represented a missed opportunity for U.S.
officials to penetrate the German terror cell that was at the heart of the
plot.

In March 1999, German intelligence officials gave the CIA the first
name and telephone number of Marwan al-Shehhi, and asked the
Americans to track him. After the Germans passed the information on
to the CIA, they never heard back from the Americans about the mat-
ter until after Sept. 11, a senior German intelligence official said.
After receiving the tip, the CIA decided that “Marwan” was probably
an associate of Osama bin Laden, but never tracked him down, U.S.
officials say.

Youths Leaving Foster Care Are
Found Facing Big Obstacles

THE NEW YORK TIMES 
CHICAGO 

A rare study of young adults on the verge of leaving foster care
systems reveals a bleak portrait of these 17-year-olds in Illinois, Wis-
consin and Iowa. Many are lagging desperately behind in school, run-
ning into trouble with the law and struggling with psychological prob-
lems.

The survey of 732 youths, which will be released Tuesday by the
Chapin Hall Center for Children at the University of Chicago, offers a
glimpse at a group often overlooked in the piles of studies and sur-
veys: young people, once removed from their homes because of abuse
or neglect, now preparing to exit the child welfare system as adults.

“These are people heading out into the world who will have far
less support than the average middle-class, working-class kids,” said
Mark E. Courtney, the study’s author and the director of Chapin Hall
Center. “Up until now they have had the protection of the child wel-
fare system. And as they head out, the deck, as you can see, is stacked
against them.”

Peace in Haiti Delayed While
Rebel Soldiers Patrol Cities
By Lydia Polgreen
THE NEW YORK TIMES 

CAP-HAITIEN, HAITI

Rebel soldiers consolidated their
grip on Haiti’s second-largest city on
Monday, sending truckloads of
armed men to patrol the streets and
going from house to house arresting
pro-government militants, while
political opposition leaders asked for
an additional 24 hours to mull a
peace proposal presented by the Bush
administration and its allies.

“They’re moving in our direction,
but we’re not there yet,” said one
administration official briefed on the
talks.

Residents pillaged and burned any
symbol they could find of President
Jean-Bertrand Aristide and his party,
Lavalas, exacting chaotic revenge on
a government they say terrorized
them. Looters took the benches and
lawyers’ tables from the courthouse
before setting it on fire, and helped
themselves to the contents of houses
of government supporters.

“Lavalas is gone, they ran away,”
said a man who struggled to strap a
dining chair he took from the house
of a Lavalas partisan to the back of
his bicycle while balancing a stereo
speaker under his arm. “Now this is
mine.”

In the capital, Port-au-Prince, 50
Marines arrived on Monday after-
noon to secure the U.S. Embassy,
while some panicky government
ministers began casting about for
secure hiding places and other vowed
to repel the rebel advance.

Louis-Jodel Chamblain, leader of
the rebel troops, said their capture of
Cap-Haitien, the birthplace of the
slave uprising that created the
world’s first black republic 200 years
ago, is a symbol of their intention to
wrest control of the entire nation and
expel the embattled president. “Cap-
Haitien is a symbol of Haiti’s free-
dom,” Chamblain said. “This fight is
to liberate the Haitian people under
the regime of Jean-Bertrand Aris-
tide.”

But there were some indications
Monday that the rebels might accept
the peace plan that was put forth this
weekend by Roger F. Noriega, the
assistant secretary of state for West-
ern Hemisphere affairs, and accepted
in principle by Aristide.

Over the weekend, Secretary of
State Colin L. Powell called a leader
of the opposition, Andre Apaid, to
urge him to sign onto the agreement,
and U.S. diplomats made similar con-
tacts with rebel leaders, officials said.

“We told them if they need more

time, to take more time,” a senior
state department official said.

Opposition leaders have told
Powell that they were having a diffi-
cult time committing to an agree-
ment, in part because their followers
are so radicalized and opposed to
leaving Aristide in office, even in a
titular role.

Under the proposed accord, put
forth by the United States and repre-
sentatives from the Organization of
American States and France, a tripar-
tite commission would be set up to
name a new prime minister and a
government of national unity. Aris-
tide would remain as president.

The international community
would take part in the commission
and serve as a sort of referee between
the president and his enemies,
according to officials briefed on the
offer, which has not been made pub-
lic. The new government would lay
the groundwork for parliamentary
elections sometime later this year and
presidential elections toward the end
of Aristide’s term, in 2006.

Whatever happens in the peace
talks, the taking of Cap-Haitien has
effectively put the rebels in control of
not just half the country but Haiti’s
heartland, where the original slave
uprising started.

Bush Starts Campaign Season
With Criticism For Democrats

Unusually Normal
By Robert Lindsay Korty
STAFF METEOROLOGIST

Weather reporters commonly dramatize the severity of a day’s weather
by commenting on how far a temperature or a precipitation total deviated
from the normal value. In Boston on Feb. 24, the normal high temperature is
40°F (4°C), but this nomenclature is misleading. Climatologies are generat-
ed by a variety of means, but one common method uses a recent 30 year
period, say, 1961–1990, from which an average of all the recorded tempera-
tures may be computed. The normal temperature is formed from these aver-
age values after the data are smoothed with a running mean. From this base,
current weather can be measured against some climatological expectation.
Climatologies of standard deviations can be computed just as easily, but are
seldom reported.

Large departures from average are far more common during winter than
summer because the hemispheric temperature gradient is stronger and mix-
ing across that gradient is more efficient during winter. The average high
temperature in February is in the upper 30s°F( 3–4°C), but it is common for
temperatures to vary markedly between days in the 20s°F (–6 to –1°C) and
others in the 50s°F (10–15°C). Large temperature swings ahead and behind
of storms are customary during New England winters. With the storm track
split to our north and to our south for much of this month, Boston tempera-
tures have been near normal, and have not deviated far away. That stability
is unusually tranquil for February, and it will continue through the end of
the month.

Extended Forecast
Today through Thursday: Sunny days, clear nights, and seasonably

cool temperatures. Highs 35–40°F (2–4°C), lows 20–25°F (–6 to –4°C).
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Questions Raised About a Market
System for Mercury

THE NEW YORK TIMES 

As the Bush administration presses ahead with a market-based
plan to let power companies swap their rights to emit mercury, scien-
tific and economic uncertainties leave a significant question unan-
swered: whether the plan will leave “hot spots” with extremely high
levels of mercury around the country.

That issue will be among those explored Wednesday at hearings
in Chicago, Philadelphia and Research Triangle Park in North Caroli-
na, as the Environmental Protection Agency moves to draw up mer-
cury regulations for coal-burning power plants by the end of the year.

Mercury emissions from coal-burning plants are not regulated
under federal law, though the Clinton administration had moved
toward strict regulation by classifying mercury as a hazardous pollu-
tant under the Clean Air Act in 2000. Hazardous air pollutants, which
include asbestos and lead, are generally subject to strict controls at
each source, a requirement intended to bring down the level of pollu-
tants everywhere.

The Bush administration wants mercury to fall under a less strin-
gent section of the Clear Air Act that governs pollutants like those
that cause smog and acid rain, which are not as toxic to humans.

Under the current proposal, power plants will buy and sell the
rights to emit mercury into the air; the administration says this trad-
ing system is intended to cut mercury emissions by 70 percent by
2018. Critics say that developing technology will make it feasible to
reduce mercury by 90 percent on a faster timeline.

Army Cancels Helicopter Program
THE NEW YORK TIMES 

The Pentagon announced the cancellation on Monday of the $38
billion Comanche helicopter program, a weapons system from the
Cold War era that was decades behind in development and that
became a victim to new technology and rising concerns over military
costs and the federal budget deficit.

The decision brings an end to a program that began in 1983 and
has, so far, cost $8 billion, but has yet to produce a single operational
craft. Moreover, the Comanche, a heavily armed reconnaissance heli-
copter, was designed for operations against massive Soviet and War-
saw Pact armies and has been overtaken by the Army’s need for
lighter and more flexible aircraft to fight against terrorists and guerril-
las.

“It’s a big decision.” said Gen. Peter Schoomaker, the Army chief
of staff. “We know it’s a big decision. But it’s the right decision.”

The cancellation must be approved by Congress when it reviews
the Pentagon’s budget for the 2005 fiscal year, which includes money
for the Comanche. But many observers say the helicopter program
lacks widespread support in Congress that many other weapons have
and the Pentagon may not have a difficult time scrapping it.

In a Pentagon briefing Schoomaker, along with the acting Army
secretary, Les Brownlee, said that the termination of the Comanche
program would free up money for other Army aviation programs,
mainly a modernization of the Apache attack helicopter now in com-
bat use, along with increased purchases of Blackhawk helicopters and
continued development of unmanned drones.

Modified Seeds Found Amid
Unmodified Crops

THE NEW YORK TIMES 

Seeds that are supposed to be free of genetic engineering routinely
contain biotechnology traits anyway, a public interest group said
Monday.

The group, the Union of Concerned Scientists, said it had detected
tiny quantities of genetically modified seeds in most of the bags of
unmodified corn, soybean and canola seeds it tested.

If seeds do contain the traits, the group said, it would be virtually
impossible for farmers to grow crops that are completely free of
genetic modification. That could mean disruption of crop exports to
countries that do not allow genetically engineered foods. It also
makes it harder for organic farmers to supply customers who will not
accept even tiny degrees of genetic engineering.

“The door to seed contamination is wide open,” said Margaret
Mellon, director of the food and environment program at the Union
of Concerned Scientists, who added that her group’s study was the
first to systematically look at the issue. In a conference call with
reporters, she said the genetically engineered seeds might have come
from a mixing of seeds by farmers or seed companies or from polli-
nation of seed crops by genetically engineered crops.

Nader Says His Candidacy Won’t
Hurt Democrats

THE NEW YORK TIMES 
WASHINGTON 

In answer to a question on Monday morning after a speech at the
National Press Club about his decision to run for president, Ralph
Nader said, “This candidacy is not going to get many Democratic
Party votes.”

His support will come largely from “conservatives and indepen-
dents who are very upset with Bush administration policies,” Nader
said, and he urged “the liberal establishment to relax and rejoice.”

But based on who voted for him four years ago, his analysis looks
shaky. Voters leaving polling places in 2000 were asked by Voter
News Service, a consortium of television networks and The Associat-
ed Press, how they would have voted if George W. Bush and Al Gore
had been the only candidates on the ballot.

Among Nader voters, 45 percent said they would have voted for
Gore, 27 percent said they would have voted for Bush, and the rest
said they would not have voted.

In California, where Nader received 4 percent of the vote, 46 per-
cent said they would have voted for Gore and only 14 percent said
they would have gone for Bush.

Because there is no reason to believe the breakdown was not simi-
larly lopsided in other states, it is safe to assume that Nader cost Gore
states that Bush narrowly won.

No Iraq Elections Until Late ’04
At Earliest, Says U.N.’s Annan
By Warren Hoge
THE NEW YORK TIMES 

UNITED NATIONS 

Secretary-General Kofi Annan
SM ’72 said Monday that credible
national elections could be held in
Iraq by the end of this year or early
in 2005, but only if planning a
framework for them began immedi-
ately.

In a report to the Security Coun-
cil that portrayed Iraq as a country
in deepening crisis, Annan said his
special envoy, Lakhdar Brahimi,
and a team of U.N. elections
experts had determined during a
one-week trip there that it would
take until May to set up that frame-
work and then at least eight months
from that point to organize the elec-
tions.

His report, written by Brahimi,
said it was urgent that the Iraqis
establish an independent election
commission to come up with the
technical and legal rules and struc-
ture for a national vote. The current
American plan had envisioned full
elections by the end of 2005.

While Annan said it was impor-
tant to hold to the agreed June 30
deadline for the occupying powers
to hand over authority in Iraq, he
pointedly did not make any recom-
mendation on what form of caretak-
er government ought to be created
by that date. He said defining the
mechanism for transferring sover-
eignty would be up to the Iraqis
themselves.

Reiterating in his presentation
that the report’s conclusions were
based on the “Iraqi consensus,”
Annan pledged U.N. assistance
throughout the elections process. In
that connection, Brahimi is expect-
ed to return to Baghdad next month.

Brahimi, a former Algerian for-
eign minister who recently com-
pleted two years as the U.N. envoy
to Afghanistan, described Iraq dark-
ly as a country of growing ethnic
tensions that,  unless urgently
addressed, “could fuel the existing
potential for civil strife and vio-
lence.”

Outlining the stark dimensions
of the problem, he said, “After

more than three decades of despotic
rule, without the basic elements of
the rule of law, a ruined economy, a
devastated country, the collapse of
state institutions, low political will
for reconciliation and distrust
among some Iraqis, conditions in
Iraq are daunting.”

He said the political class was
increasingly fragmented, communal
politics were polarized and the
political process “remains limited
to a few actors, with varying credi-
bility.”

Some actions by the Iraqi Gov-
erning Council are serving to
increase rather than relieve ten-
sions, Brahimi said. He cited one in
particular, a decision placing family
law under the jurisdiction of reli-
gious doctrine. He said women saw
the move as “an ominous indication
of what might be coming.”

In the report, Brahimi listed a
number of alternative suggestions
for a caretaker government that he
had heard from Iraqis, without indi-
cating which, if  any, he might
favor.

By Gregory Crouch
THE NEW YORK TIMES 

THE HAGUE 

An international court opened a
hearing on Monday into the Israeli
barrier being built in and around the
West Bank, as pro-Palestinian
demonstrators here voiced encour-
agement and worried supporters of
Israel looked on.

In a three-hour presentation to
the International Court of Justice,
the Palestinian Authority argued
that the partially-built barrier of
barbed wire, ditches, watch posts
and concrete walls is both a viola-
tion of international law and an
attempt to annex Palestinian land.

Israel dismissed Palestinian
assertions as the first-day of the
hearing drew to a close, saying the
barrier is a necessary bulwark
against suicide bombers and falls
within the legal definition of self-
defense.

“Alongside the quality of life of
Palestinians, we have to weigh the
right to life for Israelis,” said
Daniel Taub, an Israeli government
legal advisor. “And what we have
to do is find the appropriate balance
between the two.”

Nasser al-Kidwa, the Palestini-
ans’ permanent observer to the
United Nations, who made the

opening remarks to the court, said
the barrier was blocking any chance
for a better future.

“If completed, it will wall in
most of the Palestinian people and
will end the possibility of a two-
state solution and thus end the
chance of peace in the region,”
Kidwa said in an interview after the
Palestinian presentation.

The World Court is slated to
continue its hearing for two more
days.

The U.N. General Assembly has
asked the court for a nonbinding,
advisory opinion about the legal
consequences of the barrier’s con-
struction.

Israel filed a written submission
to the court but will not appear
before it, contending the court lacks
the jurisdiction to rule in the matter.

“The court has been asked to
pass judgment on a country’s
response to terrorism but not on the
terrorists themselves,” said Taub.

The legal proceedings topped an
emotional day that saw Palestinian
and Israeli organizations carrying
out silent marches and noisy
demonstrations.

Press photographers clamored to
board the burned out wreckage of a
Jerusalem passenger bus flown in as
a backdrop for the demonstrations.

An El Al luggage tag was still
affixed to the bus’ bent and scarred
frame.

Pro-Israeli organizations staged
a silent march through city streets
here that featured the photographs
of nearly 1,000 victims of terror-
ism-related acts, including Rachel
Koren Galran’s two sons and hus-
band.

All three were killed nearly two
years ago in the suicide bombing of
a Haifa restaurant.

“I’m here today to scream my
pain to the world,” said Galran, 50,
adding that a barrier back then
might have saved her family. Then
again, maybe it would not have, she
continued, but she believes it’s
worth a try.

“If we can make peace, we can
remove it,” she said.

Pro-Palestinian organizations
came together at the courthouse in
the afternoon for a separate rally,
shouting along the way that “this
wall must fall.”

The barrier has cut off a number
of Palestinians from their farms and
families.

“This wall is the incarnation, the
embodiment, of racism and
apartheid,” Azmi Bishara, an Arab
legislator in the Israeli Parliament,
told a crowd of several thousand.

Airline Travelers Can Now Be Fined
For Dangerous Objects in Carry-Ons
By Joe Sharkey
THE NEW YORK TIMES 

That long-forgotten Swiss Army
knife, or that joke that a screener
deems threatening, could cost airline
passengers hefty fines at airport secu-
rity checkpoints under a new enforce-
ment policy that the Transportation
Security Administration put in place
last week.

Previously, unless they found a
gun or other obvious weapon, securi-
ty screeners merely confiscated most
prohibited items they found in carry-
on bags. In one three-month period in
2002, for example, security screeners
discovered nearly two million knives
or blades of less than three inches,
and 3.3 million other “sharp objects”
in passenger bags, the TSA said.

The new guidelines spell out vari-
ous levels of fines for prohibited
items discovered at checkpoints,
within secure airport areas, or on
board aircraft. Loaded firearms, or
those with ammunition accessible,
warrant fines of $3,000 to $7,500, as
well as criminal referral. For

unloaded firearms, fines are $1,500 to
$3,000, plus criminal referral.

For other “weapons,” which the
TSA says include “sharp objects,
clublike items and other prohibited
items” that could be used as weapons,
fines are $250 to $1,500.

The guidelines chiefly “send a
message that it’s no longer OK to
say, “I’m sorry, I forgot I had my gun
in my bag,” said Ann Davis, a TSA
spokeswoman. The guidelines list
“aggravating factors and mitigating
factors” in giving authorities discre-
tion in levying fines, she said. Among
those factors are an alleged violator’s
attitude, past violation history and
level of traveling experience.

The guidelines also set fines of
$1,500 to $5,000 for “interfering with
screening” through “physical con-
tact,” and fines of $500 to $1,500 for
unspecified “nonphysical” interfer-
ence. Anyone making “false threats,”
like joking about a bomb or a
weapon, can be fined $1,000 to
$2,000.

The tightened procedures are

meant to “encourage travelers to be a
little more aware of what they’re
traveling with,” Davis said. Since the
TSA assumed responsibility for air-
port security in 2002, there have been
4,568 civil penalties assessed against
passengers for prohibited items, she
said.

In another development in airline
security, a test of an iris-identification
biometric identification system is
under way at Frankfurt Airport in
Germany for some Lufthansa passen-
gers who have registered their iris
data.

Passengers stand at an electronic
device that checks their iris patterns
against iris patterns previously regis-
tered on their passports. Seven of the
devices, developed by Byometric
Systems and Oki Electric Industry,
are in place at immigration and emi-
gration control gates at the airport. It
is part of a pilot project that ultimate-
ly is expected to lead to use of iris-
identification technology at airports
in 18 European nations, the compa-
nies said.

Palestinian Authority Brings Case
On West Bank Wall to Int’l Court



Letters To The Editor
Some Solutions Are
No Solution At All

Aimee Smith’s one-sided Middle East
story-telling is a naive, insensitive, and
impractical point of view on a complex prob-
lem [“How to Bring Peaceful Coexistence
Back to the Middle East,” Feb. 17]. To Ms.
Smith, anyone who supports Israel must be
someone with “senseless devotion.” She pur-
ports to present an objective history of the
Middle East problem and proposes to solve it
in a surprisingly simple way. The thing is, Ms.
Smith suffers from an extreme case of “sense-
less devotion” to her own cause. Objectivity
and productive discourse are last on her list.

One could easily expose the many ways
in which Ms. Smith’s account is deficient.
One could point out that every Israeli annex-
ation was the result of armed conflict caused
at least in part by neighboring Arab coun-
tries, first in 1948, then in 1967, then 1973.
One could mention the roughly 870,000
Jewish refugees, expelled from neighboring
Arab countries at the time of Israel’s cre-
ation, who somehow don’t get factored into
the refugee discussion (see the 2003 Confer-
ence: “Forgotten Refugees: Jews Expelled
from Arab Countries” at http://www.jimena-
justice.org). One should be outraged by the
tasteless and revisionist comparison of Zion-
ism, a movement to establish a safe home-
land for Jews, to Nazism, a movement that
led to the brutal and systematic murder of
six million Jews (one third of all Jews in the
world at the time).

But that is stooping to Ms. Smith’s irre-
sponsible, simplistic level of rhetoric instead
of encouraging a realistic and fair direction
for peace in the Middle East. Let’s leave the
intricate history lesson to a format that per-
mits more than 500-word, oversimplified
arguments. Let’s instead focus on where we
go from here, from the point of view of both
Palestinians and Israelis.

The Middle East has significant problems,
and all sides deserve significant blame. The
senseless killings are heartbreaking and

demand that we all get involved immediately
in helping the region find a lasting peace. But
to propose a solution that involves eradicating
one of the parties is naive at best, and criminal
at worst.

Israel consists of six million Jews sur-
rounded by hostile countries whose inhabi-
tants number in excess of 200 million and
whose land area is approximately 400 times
larger than Israel. Given the implicit support
of these countries for the PLO’s stated goal to
destroy Israel — specifically Article 21 of the
PLO Charter, which calls for the armed libera-
tion of “all of Palestine” — it’s understand-
able that Israeli Jews feel the need to protect
this small safehaven. In this context, Ms.
Smith’s solution is nothing less than the true
ethnic cleansing and genocide of Jews in the
Middle East.

Palestinians have long been mistreated by
nations the world over, like pawns used for
unrelated political ends by all sides. They
have never had their own state. Many have
been persecuted and killed by Israelis,
Lebanese, and Jordanians — and that’s just
the 20th century. It is certainly understandable
that Palestinians aspire to having a country of
their own where they can be first-class citi-
zens for the first time in history. They would
likely build the region’s first Arab democracy,
a home where they can pursue their dreams of
all free people.

Not surprisingly, Israelis and Palestinians
have similar goals. We should request and
require that all who participate in negotia-
tions and peace efforts begin with this affir-
mation: that Palestinians and Israelis alike are
entitled to a land of their own where they can
live in peace, recognized by the world and
protected as sovereign entities. Anything less
is unacceptable. Anything less is unaccept-
able.

Certain individuals (on both sides) refuse
this compromise. Their way is right while the
other way is evil and intolerant. Their victory
must be crushing: the other side must lose.
That is the kind of solution Ms Smith propos-
es: the “dismantling” of the opposing side in
order to return to some mythical paradise she

believes her side would offer.
There is no such paradise. The blame and

the responsibility to become better neighbors
lie with both parties. Beneath all the partial
truths, exaggerations, and false metaphors of
Ms. Smith’s opinion article lies an unforgiv-
ing approach that is far from a solution: it’s
part of the problem.

Ben Adida G

Explaining MIT’s 
Graduate Drop

The article “Grad Applications Dwindle
As Fewer Foreigners Apply” suggests as the
most likely reason for the drop in the number
of international applications reactions to regu-
lations for foreign visitors created or enforced
after Sept. 11 [Feb. 20]. It seems to me that
these are perhaps rather symptoms of a deep-
er, underlying problem which explains why
fewer foreign students even try to apply for
grad school in the United States. The problem
may be that the policies of the U.S. govern-
ment over the last years have had the unfortu-
nate effect of creating the cliche of a national-
istic and militarized society. This stands in
sharp contrast to the traditional perception of
the United States as an open-minded and free
society.

Still, this does not fully explain why MIT
also seems to struggle with these conse-
quences. Thanks to its pronounced interna-
tional character, its fascinating students and
faculty, and its dedication to the frontiers of
science and engineering, one would expect it
to be worldwide an outstanding symbol of
successful and free academia beyond all polit-
ical turmoil. What is wrong, then?

What could possibly infringe on the attrac-
tiveness of MIT among international students?
I wonder if the close ties between parts of
MIT’s research and the military via funding
and institutions like the “Institute for Soldier
Nanotechnoloy” may be an answer to this
question.

Sebastian Raupach G
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Erratum

The title of a comic by Brian Loux that
ran on Friday, Feb. 20 [“Ruth Perlmutter
approves of this comic”] is not true. Ruth
M. Perlmutter ’04 did not approve of the
comic.
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Andrea Crandall

Discrimination is a tenacious problem because
it involves changing people’s opinions about each
other. Affirmative Action was designed to coun-
teract this problem by promoting the rights of
women and minorities in the workplace.

In March l961, President John F. Kennedy
issued Executive Order 10925, which aimed to
insure that applicants for government positions
would be judged without any consideration of
their race, religion, or national origin. However,
“Affirmative Action” as we know it is a creation
of President Lyndon B. Johnson, who decided that
fairness required more than a commitment to
impartial treatment. President Johnson paved the
way for future Department of Labor regulations,
requiring all contractors to develop “an acceptable
affirmative action program.” Suddenly race, sex,
and ethnicity were relevant to a person’s ability to
do their job.

Unfortunately, changing people’s attitudes is
more complicated than passing laws. Any law
that systematically discriminates against one peo-
ple to promote the “equality” of another is coun-
terproductive. This policy reinforces the idea of
difference between peoples’ ability, and the idea
that women need special treatment in the work-
place.

Feminists hold the belief that women and men
are equal. Affirmative Action seeks to undermine

discrimination by promoting the interests of
women and minorities at the expense of equality.
Employers are forced to consider not the qualifi-
cations of an individual alone, but their race, gen-
der, and sexual orientation, as well. In an attempt
to promote equality by brute force, affirmative
action has undermined women’s efforts for real
equality. Any progress made by women now is
cast into doubt, with people tempted to ask, “Is

the woman really outstanding or is she riding the
coat tails of misguided social policy?” 

Affirmative Action sends a negative message
to the people it was designed to help. The mes-
sage is: your failures are always the result of one
group’s machinations against you; you are not
responsible for your own performance; you are a
victim. This is the same self-defeating philosophy
used to incite terrorists today, religious or other-
wise.

Supporters of Affirmative Action do not argue

that this policy is “fair.” They believe that dis-
crimination is omnipresent, and blame for it rests
squarely on the shoulders of white men, so the
end justifies the means. They try to morally justify
discrimination against men, if it means we get a
few more jobs for women. Is this really counter-
ing discrimination or is this just constructing
politically correct statistics? Ending discrimina-
tion means creating harmony and mutual respect
between different groups of people — mutual
respect, not “an eye for an eye” favoritism. Two
opposing versions of discrimination do not cancel
each other out to form equality.

Discrimination is an unfortunate reality. It is
practiced by every race and gender under the sun.
Laws that seek to counter discrimination by insti-
tuting unfair and unequal policies do nothing to
correct the underlying cause of the problem: the
perception that one group is inferior to another.
The only way to correct this is to give everyone
an equal opportunity to prove themselves. That
means judging people on their qualifications, not
identity politics. 

Where real discrimination does take place, it
should be dealt with in court. Discrimination
should not be preempted in the workplace.  An
employer, like any other American, should be
innocent until proven guilty and allowed to hire
the best candidate for the job — irrespective of
identity.

Andrea Crandall is a member of the class of
2004.

Ken Nesmith

Opponents of gay marriage usually latch
onto such a predictable grab bag of arguments
that listening to them just becomes boring —
marriage is between a man and a woman, gay
people can’t have kids, we can’t hurt the insti-
tution of marriage, and so forth. Even casual
browsing of the public discourse on these argu-
ments will find those thoroughly discredited
upon any serious investigation. Opponents end
up sounding a bit like the Islamists who try to
defend oppression of females, theocracy, and
other primitivisms with impressive, but ulti-
mately empty, rhetorical footwork.

In America, most of these represent attach-
ments to an enduring, subtle mysticism that
pervades this country’s history and lifeblood, a
mysticism that becomes unpleasantly visible
when it attacks the constitutional linchpins put
in place to preserve the nation’s commitment to
natural rights and freedoms. (I’d say, “Thank
God,” but I’m not that facetious.) Christianity
makes persistent efforts to inject itself into pub-
lic life via government — some judge will try
to stick the Ten Commandments in a court-
house, schools will toss science to the wind and
teach neat theories like creationism, and the
most powerful members of Congress will
declare themselves sent on holy missions to
remake the world for Jesus’s second coming by
depopulating Palestine. These are not things
that encourage me. They make me wonder just
how great an edge we have on the various
theocracies and decrepit socialist/communist
states worldwide.

Our strong constitutional commitment to
individual, natural rights, though, makes all the
difference. Our country is founded on the ideas
of classical liberalism, where government pro-
tects the life, liberty, and pursuit of happiness
of its citizens. Sure, we’ve added a few bonus
missions to that, like going to Mars, advising
people on what to eat, paying milk farmers, and
building the occasional museum or water park,
but relative to most states worldwide, we do a
pretty decent job of allowing citizens to live as
they please, keep what they create, and pursue
what they’d like.

Sometimes the imposition of Christian
morality comes cloaked in weak, secular argu-
ments, such as “The Ten Commandments are
the basis of our legal system and should be
placed in courts.” Or that marriage involves a
social cost, and we shouldn’t extend it to gays
because they don’t repay society with kids.
President Bush’s 1.5 billion dollar initiative to
promote marriage cloaks his intentions under
that mantle of social engineering: marriage
yields positive effects for society, and so
should be subsidized and encouraged as matter
of good social planning.

In a recent column that drew a spate of
strong responses, Adam Kolasinski made a
similar claim that restricting marriage to
straights is a matter of sound social engineer-
ing, and that any marriage, gay or otherwise,

that does not further the end of propagating
society is a step towards the decline of the
Western world [The Tech, Feb. 17]. While it
was interesting to learn that plummeting
birthrates are a social pathology, when most
acknowledge it to be social progress, the men-
tion of broken homes drew more of my atten-
tion. Divorce is, indeed, a big problem for
straight people who get married. More than
half of straight mar-
riages end in divorce.
Psychologist John
Gottman and some
mathematicians from
the University of
Washington thought it
was enough of a prob-
lem that they made a
predictive model for
marital strife (and
eventually divorce),
based on observations
of couples’ behavior.
It turns out that we
straight people could learn something from
gays, who were more likely to “use affection
and humor when a disagreement arose” and to
“remain positive after a conflict.” Pardon one
more pun, but Gottman is straightforward:
“When it comes to emotions, straight couples
may have a lot to learn from gay and lesbian
relationships.” [The Financial Times, Feb. 13]

So if I were a social engineer, I can see how
it’d be tempting to encourage gay marriage, to
set a good example for straight society and fur-
ther a stable society and a compelling state
interest. I’m not, however, a social engineer,
and neither is the government. Let’s not mince
words; assigning the government the role of
social engineer is revolting. But since it’s been
mentioned, we could give it a try with some
other, even more compelling state interests.
Engineering a system that just produces kids
isn’t very ambitious; that’s a fairly simple
problem. Proponents of social engineering say
nothing, implicitly or explicitly, that prohibits
engineering society without regard for individ-
ual rights to pursue even better goals — say,
reduction of crime.

Accept credulously, for a moment, that
there’s a compelling state interest to reduce
crime. How can the state do so? Doing so
racially would be a simple enough matter;
while blacks comprise just 13% of the popula-
tion, they are involved in 50% of its crimes,
according to federal statistics. If we discour-
aged black procreation and the black popula-
tion was to fall, perhaps we could really push
those crime numbers down, serving a com-
pelling state interest by sparing both individu-
als and society the huge costs of crime that are
far greater than those of letting gays marry. If
that was improperly engineered, and it’s pover-
ty that causes crime, we could encourage poor
people not to procreate, with both the carrot
and the stick: tax the poor for each child, and
subsidize birth control and abortions.

There’s a lot more we could do, such as

deciding not to grant the mentally retarded or
handicapped, who impose huge costs both on
individuals and public educational and health-
care institutions, the costly privilege of birth, or
engineering neighborhoods by ethnic composi-
tion to manage crime, or managing the deaths
of the elderly, who put a huge strain on our
healthcare system. These are examples of mov-
ing further toward an engineered, planned soci-

ety. Extending webs
of taxes and subsidies
further and further
makes our imagina-
tion the only limit to
what we can engi-
neer.

The other option
is to move away from
central planning and
engineering, and
move back towards a
free society, where
the government does-
n’t work towards

building a centrally planned utopia, but simply
protects the individual rights and freedoms of
its citizens and lets them flourish. To make a
dramatic understatement, it’s a model that’s
worked pretty well historically, relative to
attempts to plan society without respect for
individual rights — which tend to result in
slaughters, starvation, and other problems.
Economist Friedrich Hayek’s thoughts are use-
ful here; he noted that in a planned society, the
arbitrary preferences of the central planners are
bound to replace the wants of citizens. History,
and for that matter current affairs, show us
where that leads. There’s no way around it;
repression of individual rights in the name of
planning is not pleasant.

Absent mystical arguments or invitations to
social engineering, opponents of gay marriage
usually revert to a final escape tactic, asking,
“If gays can, why can’t anyone else?” Respect-
ed political voices like Congressman Rick San-
torum ask as much, and place homosexuality in
the same category as beastiality. Their objec-
tion is not substantive. Like the cases of those
who don’t want children, the sterile, and the
elderly to marry for their inability to produce
children, these cases are few and far between
and we can dismiss them, leaving them at the
bottom of a slippery slope that we won’t reach.
Viable gay relationships are common, and
demand our attention. Other alternatives are
not, and fail to merit attention.

The government’s role is not to grant us
rights and privileges, and it’s not to engineer
society. Its proper role is to defend the inherent
individual rights of its citizens, including the
right to liberty. The appropriate course of
action will move us away from social engineer-
ing and control towards the end of freedom; it
will not increase planning and control towards
the end of a Christian — or secular — plan-
ner’s utopia. As long as they don’t interfere
with one another, citizens in America get to
decide how to live their lives. Even gay ones.

Speak Now, or Forever Hold —
Nevermind, Just Be Quiet

The Flaws of Affirmative Action:
A Feminist Perspective

Chen Zhao

Ralph Nader has once again put himself in
position to spoil the presidential election not just
for the Democratic Party, but for all who oppose
what President George W. Bush stands for —
unjust wars at the cost of true homeland security,
tax cuts for the wealthy, and privileged at the
expense of essential programs that provide key
assistance to the poor, less regulations for large
corporations despite the scarcity of natural
resource, and much more.

The 2000 presidential election was one of the
closest in American history. If only three elec-
toral votes, the minimum that any state can have,
had shifted from Bush to Democrat Al Gore,
Bush would not be sitting in the White House
right now. Overall nationally, Ralph Nader only
received about three percent of the popular vote,
but taking into account how small the margin
was between Bush and Gore, it can only be con-
cluded that had it not been for Ralph Nader’s
candidacy, Gore would have won.

In the crucial state of Florida, if just one
measly percent of the people who had voted for
Nader had instead cast their vote for Gore, the
former vice president would have won Florida
and the election. In New Hampshire, if a third of
those who supported Nader had voted for Gore,
Bush would have never moved into the White
House.

Nader often asserts that his supporters would
either have not voted or would have voted for
Bush had he not run. Even if many of them
would have stayed at home instead of going to
the polls, it is hardly ridiculous to assume that at
least one percent of them would have made their
way to the polls and cast a vote for Gore. Also,
few, if any at all, would have voted for Bush,
since the Green Party and the Republican Party
are miles apart ideologically.

In an interview on “Meet the Press” during
which he announced his candidacy, Nader said,
“After careful thought and my desire to retire our
supremely selected president, I've decided to run
as an independent candidate for president.”
There is no the more erroneous method of trying
to unseat President Bush than to take votes away
from a candidate who is challenging the presi-
dent and who actually has a chance to win the
election.

If he really hopes to ensure that Bush does
not get another four years in the White House,
Nader should throw his full support behind the
Democratic nominee and urge all of his support-
ers to do the same. President Bush has a large
following and stands a good chance of winning
in 2004. The only way for those who oppose him
to beat him is to put all of their support behind
one man, and that man has to be one who has a
realistic chance of winning. Needless to say,
Ralph Nader is not that man.

The Democrats are not the only ones who
have repeatedly urged him not to run in 2004.
Even Nader’s friends supporters have tried to
talk him out of this ill-advised plan. The Green
Party has refused him and a few of those who
voted for him back in 2000 have launched a web
site called www.ralphdontrun.net.

The message of the website and the message
of the Democratic Party are one and the same.
The 2004 presidential election is very crucial in
deciding the future of this country. Many issues
are at stake, including the future of Iraq and
Afghanistan, the role of the U.S. in the United
Nations, universal health care for the last indus-
trialized Western nation not to have it, actual
improvement of our schools, true homeland secu-
rity, protection for the environment, a woman’s
right to choose, protection of civil rights guaran-
teed in the Constitution, true separation of church
and state, equality for homosexuals via the right
to marry, and genuine fiscal responsibility as
opposed to shady budget proposals. In order to
put this country back on the right track, President
Bush has to be defeated, and there is only one
party that has the ability to do that.

Ralph Nader may have good ideas about how
to reform this country, but the larger point
remains that he has no chance of winning. In
2000, when everybody thought that he was going
to get a relatively large amount of support, he
only got about three percent — albeit a crucial
three percent — of the national vote. That did
not even put him over the five percent mark nec-
essary to get federal funding for the next elec-
tion. Nader may oppose the two-party system
and his views may differ from those of the
Democratic party, but he should not forget liber-
als’ primary goal of this election: ousting George
W. Bush. In order not to compromise that, Nader
needs to put his personal vanity aside for the
greater good.

Nader’s
Giant

Blunder

The government’s role is not to
grant us rights and privileges, and

it’s not to engineer society. Its
proper role is to defend the inherent

individual rights of its citizens,
including the right to liberty.

Any law that systematically
discriminates against one people

to promote the “equality” of
another is counterproductive.
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with MIT I.D.

617-225-0888

make extended hours profitable.

MIT plays small role in decision
Although the sign outside

Laverde’s store states that the extend-
ed hours will hold for the entire
semester, MIT has only approved this
idea for a month, according to Walsh.

McDonald said that the manage-
ment of LaVerde’s made this deci-
sion by themselves and there was not
too much administration input. 

“Today was the first day I have
been here to talk to Frank
[LaVerde],” Walsh said. The procla-
mation that the new hours will be in
effect for the entire semester was not
approved by MIT, and was possibly
overenthusiastic, he said.

“It’s not in MIT’s best interest to
have real estate partners that don’t
succeed,” Walsh said. He said that
MIT would like for LaVerde’s to try
the new hours for one month and then
evaluate the feasibility after the trial

period.
“Hopefully, we’ll be doing this

forever,” he said.

Administration, students happy
“I think it’s a great service,”

McDonald said. “This campus defi-
nitely does not go to sleep at night.”

“This is the best news I have
heard all weekend,” said Michael Yu
Yin Zhu ’06.

Avonne S. Bell ’05, said she
thought it was great news since she
spends a lot of time across the street
in the Course XVI (Aeronautics and
Astronautics) lab. 

Jasper S. Lin ’03, who claims he
eats almost all his meals at
LaVerde’s, said he was very excited
by the prospect. 

At the same time, this news might
not make much of a difference to stu-
dents who commute to campus or
live far away from the Student Cen-
ter. “It doesn’t really matter to me
since I don’t live on campus,” said
Kimberly M. Straub ’06.

Store Changes Hours
With Minimal Input
LaVerde’s, from Page 1
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Comedy Central’s Sherrod Small amuses the audience at the
Comedy Collage last Saturday. The show, sponsored by
Chocolate City and the Office of the Dean for Student Life,
gathers a big crowd from MIT and many neighboring colleges
every semester.
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Harvard because they are concerned
about the chances of getting tenure,
especially with children.”

Officials caution that the overall
number of junior faculty is too low
to make sweeping conclusions. But
William C. Kirby, dean of the
faculty of arts and sciences, was
concerned enough to highlight the
issue in his annual letter to
professors last week, writing: “I
intend to work intensively on this
issue in the year ahead.”

Though few other elite
universities have comparable
numbers available, there is some
evidence that Harvard may not be
unique in this regard. Even as it has
hired more women overall, the
Massachusetts Institute of
Technology has seen the number of
nontenured women in its humanities
and social sciences departments
decline from 41 percent in 1983 to
23 percent last year. The proportion
of women in the social sciences at
the University of Pennsylvania has
also dipped slightly since 1997.

Nancy Hopkins, a biologist at
the Massachusetts Institute of
Technology who led an ambitious
effort to document inequity in the
presence of women scholars in the
sciences at MIT, said the numbers
could be the early signs of a
backlash against universities’ efforts
to bring more women to the faculty.
While Hopkins said there’s not
enough data to make assumptions,
she wondered: “If the numbers of
women get too high, is there a
reaction that ‘eek, this profession is
getting feminized’?”

Harvard has been
“nondistinguished” on the issue of
women in academia, Hopkins said.
“When you are the richest and most
powerful, you have to be the leader,
not the follower.”

But Harvard officials insist they
have been aggressive in seeking
greater equality. Women are now
nearly 20 percent of tenured
professors in the Faculty of Arts and
Sciences, and they are nearly 30
percent of tenured faculty in the
humanities. In the sciences, the
number of women junior professors
has doubled in five years, but still
accounts for only 17 percent. In the
social sciences, women are 42
percent of nontenured professors.

Junior faculty not replenished
One reason there are fewer

junior female professors in
Harvard’s humanities departments
is that some of them have been
promoted, getting tenure and joining
the ranks of senior faculty. Of the
88 senior women on the Faculty of
Arts and Sciences, the main
teaching body for Harvard College,
33 were promoted from within,
according to university figures.

But the new numbers suggest

that their ranks are not being
replenished among junior faculty.
Some wonder whether female
academics are more often choosing
not to make the personal sacrifices
required for a top-flight academic
career, just as more women with
MBAs and law degrees have been
stepping off the corporate ladder in
the last few years.

Observers suggest that this
tension could be particularly acute
at Harvard, which is known for its
difficult process in awarding tenure.
Harvard has long rejected most of
its junior professors for tenure,
instead poaching stars from other
colleges. A female scholar
considering starting a family, Tatar
said, might think twice before
committing to a school if she
worried she would almost certainly
leave in five to seven years.

Sensitive to such criticism,
Harvard has made a conscious effort
in the last few years to promote
more assistant and associate
professors. That has led to the
ascent of young stars like Victorian
scholar Leah Price, who last year
became the first woman to be
tenured from within the English
department. In addition, the school
allows a new parent with primary
child-care responsibilities to delay
tenure review by a year.

Harvard seeks minorities, women
To diversify its faculty, Harvard

has a longstanding policy that every
academic job search should include
an effort to identify women and
minority candidates. The university
changed its review process last year
to require the dean or the provost to
scrutinize each junior appointment,
to make sure the search has been
conducted broadly and fairly.

Harvard also has an eight-year-
old “outreach fund” that allows the
hiring of scholars from
underrepresented groups, even if the
department in question lacks an
empty slot. The fund has supported
15 hires since it was created, and it
is expected to spend $20 million by
2020, Summers said.

It may be too soon to judge the
success of Harvard’s recent efforts.
Some fear that the roots of the issue
at Harvard and elsewhere may be
that the attention given to gender
equality in the 1980s and 1990s has
simply waned.

“It’s so easy to fall back into the
old ways,” said Susan R. Suleiman,
a Harvard professor of Romance
languages and comparative
literature. “Cultural stereotypes are
so embedded that unfortunately,
when people think of what’s best,
the image that comes to mind is still
often a young man.

“We need to be constantly
examining our own assumptions,”
she said, “about excellence, about
what is interesting work, and about
what an academic should look like.”

Harvard, from Page 1
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A ONE-DAY COURSE IN BOSTON
PRESENTING DATA AND INFORMATION

TOPICS COVERED IN EDWARD TUFTE’S ONE-DAY COURSE INCLUDE:

· fundamental strategies of information design

· evaluating evidence used in presentations

· statistical data: tables, graphics, semi-graphics

· business, scientific, legal, financial presentations

· complexity and clarity

· effective presentations: on paper and in person

· use of video, overheads, computers, handouts

· multi-media, internet, and websites

· credibility of presentations

· design of information displays in public spaces

· animation and scientific visualizations

· design of computer interfaces and manuals

The Visual Display

of Quantitative Information
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given by EDWARD TUFTE, author of three wonderful books on 
analytical design. Everyone taking the course receives all three books:

New essay by Edward Tufte on how PowerPoint presentation slideware corrupts
thought: ‘The Cognitive Style of PowerPoint’ 28 pages, full color, available from
Graphics Press, $7 postpaid. www.edwardtufte.com

For information about Edward Tufte’s one-day course, or about the books,
please call 800 822-2454 or visit www.edwardtufte.com
Graphics Press LLC Post Office Box 430 Cheshire, Connecticut  06410
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Jennifer A. La’O ’05 swims in the 400-yard
Individual Medley race this Saturday at the
NEWMAC Women's Swimming & Diving Cham-
pionship at the Zesiger Center. MIT won the
race with a time of 4:41.72, shattering the
MIT and the NEWMAC records for the event.
The previous night, La’O also broke the school
record for the 200-yard IM.

Sara Tremblay of Springfield College com-
pletes her dive off a one meter springboard.
Tremblay placed first in the event, which is
usually dominated by Springfield.

The MIT Women’s Swimming and Diving Team
gets together for a cheer before the start of
the finals on Saturday. The team placed sec-
ond with 642 points, behind Springfield.

Melissa E. Dere ’06 comes up for a breath dur-
ing the finals of the 200-yard medley relay.
Dere, along with teammates Erin M. Zoller
’05, Katherine C. Thornton ’07, and Stephanie
A. Sidelko ’07, placed fourth in 1:55.30.
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seven point game. They built off a
19 point lead. We played hard, exe-
cuted well, everything was right.
We got the opportunities we want-
ed,” Straub said.

The Engineers were without the
ball handling of guard Andrea J.
Dooley ’06, but Jasmin Moghbeli
’06, back from injury, was able to
play again. The change in lineup,
however, did not seem to affect
playing much as MIT proved that
they had the skill in their ball han-
dling and rebounds. “We were beat
in transitions and they had a little
speed on us. But overall there was a
good progression through the sea-
son,” Straub said.

The game against Tufts also
marked the last home game for this
year’s seniors who were all sent into
the game with three minutes left in
play. While the minute and a half
they played was intended as more of
a ceremonial tribute, Hidalgo, a
leading point-scorer throughout the
season, did manage to collect two
points. “We all enjoy playing out
there. It was a fun game, it was

tough. We picked it up at the end of
the first half. I wanted this game to
last forever,” Samia A. Mahjub ’04
said.

Last Saturday’s loss at Wheaton
College set the Engineers’ final sea-
son record at 3-19, with all of their
wins coming against non-NEW-
MAC opponents. A host of new
players along with a new coach
were among the factors contributing
to the difficult season, as team
members struggled to find their
cohesiveness. “It’s always rough
adjusting to new things. With a
young team and a new coach it’s
twice as hard,” Hidalgo said.

In any case, though, the 2003-
2004 season was a valuable learning
experience as a development and
transition year. “I learned a lot this
season. I only played [basketball]
for two years here and the whole
thing was a big learning experi-
ence,” Mahjub said.

And even now as the season is
barely ending, the underclassmen
look to next year for changes and
improvement and will be able to
bring the experiences of the past
three months with them.

Basketball, from Page 24

Women’s Basketball
Seeks Improvement
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Kyle T. Doherty ’04 converts a layup against Eastern Nazarene
College last Saturday in the Engineers’ last home game of the
season. The Engineers demolished the opposition 81-59, end-
ing their season at 13-12. They will play at Clark University on
Tuesday in the NEWMAC Championship Quarterfinals.
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“I work with a lot of
smart people.”

Mars & Co is a strategy consulting firm serving top

management of leading corporations. Since our

inception in 1979, we have chosen to work for a

limited number of leading international firms with

whom we build long-term relationships  

◆ We apply fact-based, quantitative analysis to
competitive problems and get involved in the
implementation of our recommendations;

◆ we develop consultants with cross-industry
and cross functional experience;

◆ we promote from within;

◆ we are looking for well-balanced individuals
with exceptional and demonstrable
quantitative abilities.

If you are a graduate of a BS, MS, or PhD program in engineering,
math, economics or hard sciences, please send your résumé to:

Mars & Co, Director of Administration at “Mars Plaza”, 124 Mason
Street, Greenwich, Connecticut 06830.
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By Alisha Schor

It is a well-known fact among
track coaches and experienced run-
ners that racing has a huge learning

curve associated with
it. A beginning runner
will improve in leaps
and bounds as fitness
plays catch-up with

ability, until that athlete has reached
his or her level of base talent. It
must be, then, that this rule applies
to infant track teams as a whole.

In only its sixth season, with a
host of newly-hired event coaches
and a three-year-old facility, the
women’s indoor track team has pro-
duced six new varsity records and
three new rookie records. This does
not take into account the number of
times a varsity record has been
rewritten within this season and also
does not applaud the countless top

ten all-time performances that have
been recorded. “If you look at the
record board, the oldest one is from
1999. The records are going to keep
getting broken,” co-captain Martha
W. Buckley ’04 said.

A large part of the huge
improvements are due to a growing
roster as well as a growing commit-
ment to the sport. “Physically and as
a team, we are definitely much
stronger than last year. I think we
are finally moving out of the
‘young, growing team’ stage.
Besides strong leadership by our
seniors, we have a dedicated junior
class who [has] been out there every
day for the past three years,” Eliza-
beth R. Walker ’06 said.

Last Saturday’s New England
Division III championships (hosted
by MIT) produced two new varsity
records, courtesy of the freshman-
senior duo that has repeatedly

attacked the performance lists all
season. Buckley’s 17:35.93 in the
five kilometer race was also a per-
sonal record, both indoor and out-
door, and Andrea Staid ’07 rede-
fined the 600 meter record she
achieved last week, running a
1:40.89. Both Staid and Buckley’s
performances garnered them third
place standings at the meet.

Athletes from the field events
also contributing to the Engineers’
point total on Saturday. Co-captain
Catherine A. Tweedie G took victo-
ry in the pole vault with a height of
eleven feet while a pair of horizon-
tal jumpers broke into the top eight
in their respective events as well.
Chinwe P. Nyenke ’04 took fifth in
the triple jump (35’ .25”), and Nali-
ni Gupta ’05 leaped to seventh place
with 16’ 8”. These performances
contributed to Tech Track’s 31
point total, enough to give them the
tenth place finish that was predicted
for them on paper. “Before the
meet, we estimated 31 points from
the rankings and we scored exactly
31, so we matched our seed,” Head
Coach Paul Slovenski said.

Several non-MIT performances
highlighted the meet as well. Carter
Hamill of Amherst College earned a
new meet record in the 5k, finishing
nearly 40 seconds ahead of the sec-
ond place finisher in 16:40.58.
Hamill is currently the NCAA Divi-
sion III leader in that event, having
run a 16:32 earlier in the season.

Jessica Trombley of Tufts won
two thrilling battles during the meet,
first squeaking out a 0.12 second
win in the 800 meters (2:15.58, a
meet record), and later anchoring
Tufts’s 4x400 meter relay to a
3:59.56, bettering Amherst’s second
place time of 4:01.33. Both perfor-
mances were among the 15 Johnson
Athletic Center records set on Satur-
day of 20 events contested.

Next Saturday, individuals and
relays that have made the qualifying
standards will compete at Boston
University for the All-New England
Championships.
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Andrea Staid ’07 leads off the women's 4x800 meter relay on Satur-
day. Staid set a varsity record in the 600m earlier in the day, clock-
ing 1:40.89 for third place. MIT finished 10th overall in the team
standings, and Williams College won the meet with 154 points.
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Women’s Track Runs Through Div. III Championships
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Brita M. Mittal ’07 takes the baton from Alisa P. Lehman ’06 to
anchor the women's 4x800 meter relay at the Johnson Athletic
Center on Saturday. MIT placed 13th in the relay.

By Yong-yi Zhu
SPORTS COLUMNIST

This past week saw the transition of several
major sports stars from their homes of longstand-
ing to their new homes of much-money-paying.

Greg Maddux and Mark
Brunell, one Atlantan Hall
of Famer and one Jack-

sonvillian legend, who just happen to be two of my
personal heroes, moved from their respective
teams to new ones because of monetary issues.

Greg Maddux has been with the Braves, win-
ning Cy Youngs and Gold Gloves since 1993. In
fact, he has won just under 200 of his 289 games
with Atlanta. Greg Maddux has been a staple with
15 or more wins for each and every year he has
been with the Braves. Before that however, Mad-
dux was a Cub, and now he is one once again. He
agreed to a two-year deal worth $15 million with
an option for a third year at $9 million. With that,
he was no longer a member of the Atlanta Braves,
because Time-Warner no longer had the type of
money that Ted Turner used to have to keep his
aces around, especially not the ones that have Scott
Boras as their agent. I guess I just never wanted
this to happen, despite knowing that it eventually
would.

Then, I got a surprising instant message Thurs-
day night when someone informed me that Mark
Brunell had left the Jacksonville Jaguars organiza-
tion. This wasn’t a surprise by any means, but it
still managed to jostle me a bit. The Jaguars felt
very little allegiance towards Brunell after drafting
Byron Leftwich last season. So, as soon as Brunell
got injured, Leftwich took over and the team has
not looked back. Congrats to Leigh Steinberg for
getting such a good citizen such a great contract, as
Brunell signed for $40 million over seven years
with the Washington Redskins. He has been not
only been the leader for the Jaguars, their second
quarterback ever, but he has also contributed to his
community. However, since the Jaguars did not
want to commit the big bucks for Brunell’s leader-
ship and his athleticism, and since they had invest-

ed money in their quarterback for the future, they
no longer had regard for their quarterback of the
past.

But those two are not the exception. Loyalty is
no longer the craze in professional sports. I relish
the players like Cal Ripken, Dan Marino, and
David Robinson who played their entire careers in
one club. It’s looking like fewer and fewer people
will be those kinds of ballplayers. Several players
look like they have a chance of doing that: Tim
Duncan, Allen Iverson, John Smoltz, and Derek
Jeter are a few. Those are definitely among the
minority in any sports league.

People who we thought would be a lifer in a
city suddenly skip ship on us at the very last sec-
ond. Take Emmitt Smith for example. Who could
have imagined that Emmitt would be an Arizona
Cardinal one day. He set the record as a Cowboy
and all signs pointed to him retiring at that point.
But then, he wanted to continue to play football,
and Jerry Jones didn’t care. So much for sentimen-
tality. There was also Jerry Rice, who I could have
sworn would end his life in a 49ers uniform.
Instead, Rice went to Oakland; how unstorybook-
like.

What I never could have imagined was Roger
Clemens coming out of retirement to be an Astro.
Granted, it is convenient for him to work close to
home and granted still that Clemens will get to
pitch with his buddy Andy Pettitte, but can’t peo-
ple just retire anymore? Legendary stories don’t
get written because that is no longer of value. Free
agency is the coolest thing since sliced bread
because players can go somewhere and if their
agent is the likes of Boras or Steinberg, they will
still get any amount of money they desire.

Loyalty to the team has been replaced by loyal-
ty to the dollar. But I guess in this materialistic
world, dollars are everything. Money drives our
sports economy: see any Barry Bonds ball auction.
What’s sad is that our heroes might not always be
our heroes anymore because they enjoy cash flow
rather than fan approval. I guess I’ll just have to be
a Byron Leftwich and Russ Ortiz fan from now on.

The Lack of Loyalty in Sports

Column

By Alisha Schor

Two losses marked the end of
the MIT women’s basketball season
last week, but they did not tell the

whole story. Last Sat-
urday’s game at
Wheaton College left
the Engineers only
nine points down (47-
56), while last Thurs-

day’s game against Tufts (40-66)
was a well played effort, a disap-

pointment only because of an early
deficit that was too large to make
up. “We got off to a slow start
[against Tufts], but we got ourselves
back in it. It was just too big of a
hole,” Maria E. Hidalgo ’04 said.
Head Coach Kristi Straub agreed,
noting that the team played well,
discounting the opening minutes of
the game: “If we take away the first
eight minutes of the game, it was a

MIT Basketball Season
Ends with Cohesive Joy
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Michal A. Ruchelsman ’07 drives to the basket against Tufts on Thurs-
day, the last home game of the season. The Engineers lost 40-66.

Basketball, Page 23


