The Weather

Oldest and Larges
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Today: Mild, windy, 60°F (16°C)
Tonight: Cooler, 36°F (2°C)
Tomorrow: Mild, 66°F (16°C)
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The national office of Sigma Phi
Epsilon suspended its MIT chapter
last week.
The suspension
come after a
trip
to
Pennsylvania
State
University earlier this term, sources
said. Members of the MIT chapter
brought a keg to the university's
chapter of Sig Ep, where a regional
director of the national fraternity
was staying.
'
"We've decided to move forward to benefit the future of the
chapter," said Jesse Diaz, director of
volunteers and chapter development
at Sig Ep national. "We conducted
an investigation with our regional
board, and we did find information

that did not go along with our statement on chapter and individual
responsibility."
"I don't think it's that specific
incident that triggered [the suspension), but I do think that that was
one of the incidents which characterized the behavior," said Shaun L.
Meredith G, president of Sig Ep's
house corporation.
The consumption of alcohol was
banned at S'ig Ep until February
1999 by the Boston Licensing
Board after an 18-year-old female
wa intoxicated at the fraternity in
December 1997.
.
After that incident, the national
Sig Ep took an interest in the chapter
and set out criteria in areas such a
academics for its continued existence.

"They had not met a number of the
criteria" when the national's board of
directors voted last month, Diaz said.
Chapter

privileges su pended

The Sig Ep board voted to place
the chapter on alumni advisory
council status, meaning that the
actual operations of the chapter now
fall upon the local alumni corporation. Each member of the MIT
chapter has had his membership
privileges suspended, and no chapter activities can occur.
"The only action has been that
we re providing whatever support we
can," said Meredith. "We knew that
right now the Greek system can't
Sig Ep, Page 16

Study Group Re '0 ends Minor
Ctianges to Financial Aid Policies
THOMAS E. MURPHY-THE

TECH

Terraun Jones '01 sinks' the ball during MIT's rousing game
agaln'st
Tufts University
Saturday
evening
In duPont
Gymnasium. '.
.

.

By Priya Prahalad

aid.

STAFF REPORTER

Since March, the group, headed
by Stanley G. Hudson, director of
student financial aid, and Harold
Abelson PhO '73, professor of electrical engineering and computer science, studied financial aid at MIT and
other schools. The'y found that the
actual cost of attending MIT was
among the highest in the country.
The group recommended a further
cut 'in the self-help portion of a financial aid award, which, even with a
.$1,000 cut last year, is one of the
highest in the country, Abelson said.
Self-help represents Hie amount
that a student is expected to con-.
tribute to his or her education. It
includes loans and work programs as

The Financial Aid Study Group
recently 'presented their findings
about financial aid at MIT and their
ideas on how to improve financial

.

After a ¥ear's Hiatus, Charm Sc 001
WID Again Grace Institute Corridors
By Gltrada Arjara
STAFF REPORTER

This year, students who don't
know how to flirt properly, can't
figure out which fork to use at a nice
restaurant, or have no fashion sense
whatsoever need fear no more.
Charm School, the afternoon
crash course in manners and social
graces, will return to the list of
activities for Independent Activities
Period after a one-year hiatus.
Last year, Charm School was
cancelled because not enough students were willjng to help planning
the event.
Charm School will take place on
Jan. 27. That afternoon,
classes
instructing students on everything
from how to ask for a date to how to
sneeze with no-one noticing will dot
Lobby 7 and rooms along the
Infinite Corridor.
Students even get the chance to
earn Charm School diplomas for
completing ...enough. clas.ses. Six
classes earn a bachelor's
degree,
eight a master's, and 12 a doctorate
in charm.
After an afternoon of festivities,
Charm School finishes with a commencement speaker and graduation
procession from the Bush Room to
Lobby 10.
Past commencement
speakers
have included Judith Martin, author
of the syndicated "Miss Manners"
column, comedian Dan Zebin, and'
President
Charles M. Vest. The
Charm School steering committee is
currently in the process of finding a

commencement speaker for the next
Charm School.
.
Charm School was founded in
'January 1993 by former Dean of
Undergraduate
Academic Affairs
Travis R. Merritt in response to complaints and generalizations
about
MIT students and faculty being stylechallenged and having few manners.
In the past, Charm School has
received attention from the national
and local press, including
CNN,

and being silly is the idea behind
Charm Ss;hool. Those involved need
to '.'take a light-hearted approach to
it," he said.
Charm, Page 14

well,as expectations of summer earnings.
The group also suggested that outside scholarships be deducted entirely
from the self-help portion of a student's financial aid, Abelson said.
Currently, only half comes out of the
self help.
Group prompted by aid changes
The organization
of the study
group was prompted by the extensive
changes in financial aid policies by
other universities, Abelson said.
"Twenty years ago financial aid
was just aid," he said. "Now it's a
form of competition. Financial aid is
Rnanclal

Aid, Page 19

.Good Morning America, The New
York Times, and The Boston Globe.
Event features

myriad activities

Charm School 1999 will still
feature classes offered from previous years. One of these classes,
called "Exemplary
Locomotion,"
was created. by Merritt. Merritt says
he wanted to get rid of the "Institute
scuttle" and teach students how to
saunter, sashay, walk more. smoothly, and even to power-walk.
Other classes gave lessons on
buttering-up
bigshots, body language, impressive
interviewing,
asking for a date, and dressing more
fashionably.
A class calJed "It's Alimentary,"
teaches proper table manners and
how to use the silverware at a formal dinner. This year, there will
also be classes on ballroom dancing
and how to tell jokes.
Students and other MIT community members may also join the
Fashion Police and give citations to
people wearing mismatched clothes.
According to Merritt, having fun

Actor
Stephen
Altes'84
talks about
careers.
Page 8

Dr. John Gibbons, science advisor to President Clinton, speaks to students and faculty about the
relationships between government, science, and technology yesterday In Wong Auditorium.
The
lecture was pait of the Karl Taylor Compton Lecture series.
'

The Undergraduate Association
approves a revised resolution
supporting substance-free housing choice.
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International donors pledged more than 3 billion in fresh financial aid Monday to Yasser Arafat' Palestinian Authority at an
American- ponsored conference here aimed at building on the mode t momentum of October's interim Israeli-Pale tinian accord.
President Clinton, who addressed the conference in the State
Department auditorium, said the administration is "developing a
package" to increase the U.S. contribution by $400 million over the
next five years. The increase, if funded by Congre s, would come on
top of roughly 500 million in existing aid plans for the same period.
Monday's international pledges - which could reach 4 billion
over five years if the donors firm up provi ional offers - are nearly
equivalent each year to the Palestinian Authority's entire 860 million budget. On an annual basis they would represent about a quarter
of the $3.3 billion Palestinian economy, which has been in sharp
decline since the peace process began. The European Union is the
largest overaJl donor, with pledges of 2 billion.
Since Israel and the Palestinians reached mutual recognition in
September 1993, every Palestinian economic indicator, from employment to per capita income, has crashed. Adjusted for inflation, the
gross domestic product was smaller last year than in 1995.

Starr Threatens to Charge
Minor Witness With Perjury
THE WASHINGTON

POST

WASHINGTON

Independent counsel Kenneth W. Starr has threatened to indict a
minor player in the White House sex scan'dal for aJlegedly lying to a
grand jury in what would be the first criminal charges to emerge from
the 10-month Monica S. Lewinsky investigation.
Julie Hiatt Steele, who disputed former White House volunteer
Kathleen E. Willey's account of an unwelcome sexual encounter with
President Clinton, faces possible federal counts of perjury, making
false statements and obstruction of justice in connection with her testimony in the Lewinsky case.
Starr deputy David Barger outlined the potential indictment in a
Nov. 20 letter to Steele's lawyer, inviting her to explain why she
should not be charged.

Chile S~eks Compromise With
Britain, Spain Over Pinochet
THE WASHINGTON

By Paul Duggan
THE WASHlNOTON

POST

HOUSTO

Rarely doe a police officer witne s violation of Section 21.06 of
the Texas criminal code, the section
entitled "Homosexual conduct."
And almost never is an arrest made
under the 119-year-old statute. So
what happened recently to John
Lawrence and Tyrone Garner, in the
supposed privacy of Lawrence's
bedroom, was highly unusual.
The two men were having sex
when a Harris County sheriff's
deputy walked into the apartment on
another matter, saw what they were
doing and hauled them off to jail.
"In all candor, I don't believe
we've ever made an arrest before
under those circumstances," said
Capt. Don McWilliams, a sheriff's
spokesman. But the law is the law,
he said. "We can't give our deputies
a list of statutes we think they
should enforce and a list of statutes
we want them to ignore."
The handcuffing of Lawrence
and Garner that night did more than
just satisfy the deputy's obligation
to enforce the law. It.opened a new
legal front in a long campaign by
gay activists across the country to
do away with such statutes, which

Philadelphia Crime Statistics'
Under Attack by Chief, Reno
By Debbie Goldberg

POST

LONDON

He may be wanted in three countries for trial on criminal charges,
but Augusto Pinochet is no longer wanted in the luxurious private
clinic where he has been waiting out his period of house arrest pending extradition proceedings.
As diplomats from Britain, Chile and Spain continued looking for
a compromise to end the impa~se surrounding the former Chilean
president, the Grovelands Priory hospital said Monday it told
Pinochet, 83, that he must give up his suite there and "find alternative
accommodation as soon as possible."
The hospital said Pinochet no longer needs medical attention, having completed recovery from the back surgery he underwent last
month. Another, although unstated, reason for the eviction.order may
well be that the exclusive atmosphere ofthe clinic has been sullied by
the band of Chilean exiles who gather outside its wrought-iron fence
each day chanting "Murderer!" and "Genocide!"
A group of conservative political activists here reportedly has
rented a suburban apartment for Pinochet. He is expected to leave the
hospital Tuesday.

the unlocked door with his weapon
drawn. After finding no one with a
gun, Quinn later wrote in his report,
he "observed [Lawrence] engaged
in deviate sexual conduct, namely,
anal sex, with another man."
Lawrence, 55,andGarner, 31, spent
the rest of the night behind bars
before each was let out on $200
bail.
ance's false report, for which
he served 15 days in jail, stemmed
from "a personality
dispute"
between him and the two men, the
sheriff s department said.
Lawrence and Garner pleaded no
contest earlier this month to violating the anti-sodomy statute and .
were fined $125 each by a justice of
the peace. Now the stage is set for
what lawyers predict will be a long
appeals process, one th.y hope will
end with the state's highest criminal
appeals court invalidating the law as
an infringement on privacy as protected by Texas Constitution.
The arrests in some ways
delighted gay activists. They said
the case not only provides a longawaited legal platform to challenge
the Texas law, but also has a publicawareness benefit, offering facts
that underscore their warnings 'about
privacy.

they contend are uncon titutional.
Georgia's highest court issued a
ruling last week that struck down
that state's law against consensual
sodomy, but statutes prohibiting the
practice remain on the books in
Puerto Rico and 19 states. Five of
the states, including Texas, limit the
ban to same-sex couples.
ow
lawyers have seized on the Houston
case as a vehicle to again contest the
legitimacy of the Texas statute,
which has survived three legal challenges since the early 1980s.
Among similar court challenges
in four other states and in Puerto
Rico, four are lawsuits. Only two
cases, in Minnesota and now Texas,
stem from criminal charges. And as
. gay activists see it, no case more
vividly illustrates the threat such
laws pose to privacy than the Sept.
17 arrests of Lawrence and Garner.
Answering what turned out to be
a bogus report of a man behaving
erratically with a gun, Deputy
Joseph Quinn arrived at an apartment building east of Hoyston about
10:30 p.m. and met Roger Nance,
41, who had'phoned in the complaiDt,authorities said.
Nance directed Quinn to apartment No. 833, Lawrence's apartment. The deputy entered through

THE WASHINGTON

POST

PHILADELPHIA

When John F. Timoney took
over the Philadelphia police department last March, he preached the
importance of timely, accurate
crime data as an effective tool fot:
fighting crime and managing the
force.'
.
Since then, Timoney has withdrawn
and
recalculated
Philadelphia's 1997 crime data submitted to the FBI and withheld figures for the first half of 1998
because of what he described as
widespread inaccuracies and discrepancies.
Now, the new chief imported
from New York is trying to eliminate what police and politicians here
say is a long-standing practice of

. downgrading major crimes to less
serious categories th'at are not
included. in ,the federal crime statistics.,
Recent audits of police records
for 1997 and 1998 have uncovered
thousands of major crimes either
downgraded to less serious cate"
gories or dropped from the logs.
The result has been a rosier picture of Philadelphia crime rates than
reality dictates, at a time when
many cities are under strong public
pressure to make the streets safer.
. Misreporting crime data is an
issue raised in several cities in
recent years. Attorney General Janet
Reno said two weeks ago that her
office will review crime data sub'mitted to the FBI by Philadelphia
and Boca Raton, Fla., said Justice.
Department spokesman Gregory -

King.
.' .. .J ,
"It's been an accepted practice
over a long period of time," ~aid a
25-year Philadelphia police veteran
who spoke on condition
of
anonymity."
There's pressure to keep crime,
statistics down, and captains are
held responsible for what goes on in
their districts."
A typical example is a stolen
license plate - a crime that should
be reported to the FBI - logged as
missing property because, he said,
"it could have fallen off the car." Or
when someone stabbed by a family
member or friend does not prosecute, the crime may be downgraded
from aggravated assault to a hospital case, which also is excluded
from federal crime statistics, he
said.
I

WEATHER
A Weather Oddity

Situation
o~

By Greg Lawson
STAFF METEOROLOGIST

Hurricane season officially ended yesterday with a rare,late season hurricane far out
over the Atlantic. Hurricane Nicole surprised most forecasters when she became a hurricane on the 29th. If she was still a hurricane at midnight (last night), then she is the first
December hurricane since Lili back in 1984. Nicole will not affect us here in any way.
However, we do continue to witness some rare weather events on our own here as
well, namely the continuation of these unseason~ly mild temperatures.The last two days
have had highs and lows more than 10°Fhigher than climatology. The mild weather here
in the East can be explained by the persistent zonal (purely west-east motion) jet stream
which has been piping-in mild Pacific maritime air and disallowing the typical intrusion of
cold arctic air from Canada. It is more difficult to explain why there has been a persistent
zonal jet. We are currently in a pretty solid, albeit relatively weak, La Nina stage. If we
place any faith in statistics and correlations we should be in for a pretty nasty winter.
After spending a wonderfully mild night last night in the warm sector of the storm
passing to our north, we got hit by the cold front this morning. Luckily, the fairly
heavy rain which had been associated with this cold front back when it was over the
Midwest has dissipated and we will only receive a few sprinkles this morning, if anything at all. The temperature today will reach 60°F in the early afternoon and then
begin to drop as the cold front ushers in cooler air. Still, the highs should stay in the
upper 50s for the rest of the week. The clouds will begin clearing as a high pressure
center nestles into the east and leaves us sometime late Wednesday night.
Today: Mild and windy as cold front passes. Drizzle possible in the morning.
Westerly winds between 20 apd 25 mph. High 600F(16°C).
Tonight: Cooler. Winds weakening. Clouds begin to clear. Low 36°F (2°C).
Wednesday: Partly cloudy with mild temperatures in the afternoon. Light westerly
wind. High 56°F (13°C). Low 42°F (6°C).
Thursday Outlo'ok: More of the same, as for Friday too. Highs in the upper 50s
(14-15°C): Lows in the lower 40s (4-6°C).
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By Kevin Sullivan

and Mary Jordan
THE WASHINGTON

POST

TOKYO

In a cold hut on a remote
Jssian i !and above the Arctic
Circle, three men filming polar
bears have been marooned in a blizzard for a month and a half, keeping
in contact with colleagues in Tokyo
and ew Zealand bye-mail even as
they are down to their last rations of
food.
At least three helicopters
are
standing by in a port about 70 miles
from Wrangel Island in .the East
Siberian Sea, but 21 hours of darkness each day and white-out blizzard conditions during the falot light
has prevented rescue of the three a Japanese producer and Australian
cameraman and their Russian guide.
Monday in Moscow, diplomats
from the nations involved were discussing the possibility of U.S. Coast

c

Ads on Antitrust Case
LOS A

By Dean E. Murphy

I

JOHANNESBURG.

SOUTH

AFRICA

Two startling reports on AIDS
show the disease is spreading so
rapidly in South Africa that it threatens to perpetuate
the ills' of
apartheid by crippling the economy
and devastating families for decades
to come.
Released
to coincide
with
Tuesday's
World AIDS Day, the
reports say that while the AIDS epidemic was slow in coming to South
Africa and its neighbors,' it now has
arrived with a vengeance.
The
region has become the hardest-hit in
the world. Oneln 10 people i~fected'
with the human immunodeficiency
virus worldwide
lives in So'uth
Africa.
"Some of the advances made by
the new South African democracy

will be reversed unless we act now,"
said J. David Whaley, the United
Nations'
resident coordinator
in
South Africa.
. The U.N. officials who authored
of one of the two reports released
Monday in South Africa, have chosen to focus World AIDS Day for
the first time on southern Africa,
because of what they characterize
as an "unprecedented
emergency"
only fully recognized in the past
. year.
On average, one person is infected with mv every minute in South
Africa, according to data compiled
by the U:N. Program on HIV/AIDS,
or UNAIDS. If the trend continues
over the next decade, government
officials here say, the average South
African can expect to live just 40
years.
About 130,000 South Africans

GELES TIMES
WASHINGTON

The filmmakers were working on
Guard aircraft from Ala ka, orne
a documentary on Asian wildlife co600 miles to the east, dropping food
produced by a ew Zealand film
near the hut because the men's supcompany and
HK. The stranded
plies are nearly exhausted, accordmen are producer
Tatsuhiko
ing to their colleagues. The situation
Kobayashi,
cameraman
Rory
was described as "politically sensiMcGuinness
and a guide,
ikita
tive" because of concerns
that
Ovfyanikov.
They are huddled
Russia would be uncomfortable asktogether in a mall research hut at
ing the United States for help with a
re cue in Russian territory.
Point Blossom, an incongruously
"We are begging the Russians to
named spit of iced-over tundra on
rescue
them,"
said Yasuhiro
the southwestern tip of the desolate
of the Bering
agasaki, a Moscow-based corre- . island northwest
spondent for NHK, a Japanese televiStrait.
The three men arrived
on
sion network whose producer is one
of those stranded. "They're ready to
Wrangel in mid-September
and
were scheduled to stay until midfly, but the weather is the problem."
October.
Russian military helicopters and
others charter.ed by an insurance
The men have been able to keep
in touch through e-mail sent through
company hired by the film's produc-.
ers have been standing by for weeks
a battery-powered satellite phone, as
well as by a few telephone calls.
at Point Shmjdta, a small settlement
on the mainland across the ice pack
Correspondence
is kept to a bare
from Wrangel Island, waiting' for a
minimum because "batteries are a
break in the weather.
huge problem."

The government's
top lawyer in its antitrust case against
Microsoft Corp. criticized the software giant on Monday for buying
newspaper ads that attempted to undermine the government's case.
The advertisements, which filled nearly a full page in the Wall Street
Journal and four other newspapers, continue a bid by Microsoft to try to
capitalize on the purchase of Microsoft rival Netscape Communications
Inc. by America Online Inc. for $4.2 billion, a deal that Microsoft
argues proves that the software industry remains highly competitive.
But lead government.lawyer
David Boies criticized the ads for
focusing on competitive technology markets and ignoring issues pertinent to Microsoft's antitrust case. Those issues, he said, center on
whether Microsoft's dominant Windows operating system is being
used illegally to snuff out competition in Internet software and other
emerging information technology markets.
"I looked in vain [in the ads] for any mention of the PC operating
system, which is what this case is all about," Boies said.
Entitled "The March of the Marketplace," the ad says the AOL
deal demonstrates that "the marketplace is brimming with innovations that move many times faster than government intervention ever
could." Such developments,
Microsoft added, are "good for consumers - and it's good for us, because it keeps us on our toes. We
think winners ought to be decided by you - the consumers in the
marketplace - not by armies of lawyers in the courtroom."

AIDS Might Devastate Southern
Africa, a Pair of New Reports Say
LOSANGELESTIMES

Page 3

u.s. Lawyer Chides Microsoft's
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have died so far this year from
AIDS, according
to the South
African Department of Health. The
number of deaths annually is projected to double over the next three
years, and to e.xceed 500,000 by the
year 2008, if current rates of infection continue.
The worst-affected countries in
the world - Botswana, Namibia,
Swaziland and Zimbabwe - are all
:neighbors of South Africa, and the
U.N. says South Africa is catching
up rapidly.
In the past year, according to
one estimate, about 1.4 million peopIe between the ages of 15 and 49
were infected
in nine southern
African countries. About half of the
new infections
were in South
Africa. In all, more than 3.2 million
people in South Africa are infected
with HIV.
.

COurt May Pass Ruling on
'Political' Census Dispute

High
LOS ANGELES

TIMES
WASHINGTON

Someone has to decide, and soon, how the next census will be
conducted, but the justices of the Supreme Court hinted Monday the
decision is not theirs to make.
"This is a political dispute, and you want us to. resolve it," Justice
Antonin Scalia told a lawyer for the House Republicans, who went to
court earlier this year to challenge the Clinton administration's plan
to use statistical sampling in the next census.
Though the Republicans won in two lower courts, the high court
Justices - including the most conservative of them - said Monday
they are wary of using lawsuits to decide abstract or inherently political questions.
"I don't like injecting us into a battle between the political branches," Scalia said during Monday's oral argument.
Justice Anthony Kennedy agreed, commenting it "destroys all discipline" in the political system if the losing side can go to court to
reverse the outcome.
The comments and questions Monday put in doubt whether the
court will rule squarely on the census sampling issue. The sampling
plan calls for enumerators to revisit about one percent of the nation's
population after census takers have made an initial count.
If the justices throw out the lawsuits challenging the administration's sampling plan, the matter will go back to Capitol Hill. There,
the Republicans
could refuse to fund the census next year if it
includes sampling.

Graduate Student Council

OFFICE: Walker Memorial, 5~220
PHONE: 253-2195
EMAIL: gsc-request@mit.edu WEBSITE: www.mit.edu/activities/gsc

Calendar

GSC Holiday Social- Fri, Dec. 4

Come Celebratethe holidays with the GSC on Friday, Dec. 4 at
5:30 PM in the GSC lounge (50-220). Come and relax with friends,
take a break from the end of the term work crunch, and enjoy some
.holidaypunch (and other festive beverages and.snacks) and stimulating conversation. Proper 10 is required.
•

•

•

e .•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••

.Ice
Skating
Party
~
~ri, Dec. 11
Even if you don't want to skate, stop by the Johnson lobby to social-

~OECEMBER

•

..

·
.

ize with other graduate students. Cocoa and dder will be served. .
................................................................
.

01
02
04
11

- Muddy Charles meeting 5:30 PM, Muddy
- General Council Meeting *
- GSC Holiday Social, 5:30 - 7 PM, 50-220
- Nutcracker Performance, 7:30 PM, Wang
- Ice Skating Party, Johnson

.

Ski Trip - Fri, Jan. 29 - Sun, Jan. 31 ~ 05

w~will be going to Smug21er's N9tth.

Price is $140 for graduate stud-:
ents and.post-docs and. $150 for ~ests. This price includes lodging, :
transportation, and lift tickets for three days. Discount packages for ·
equipment
rental and lessons 'are ~vailable. Watch for posters.
.

~ JANUARY

-Activities committee meeting *
29 - 31 -Smugglers Notch Ski Trip

* = at 5:30pm in Room 50-220. All graduate
.................................................................. .
students are welcome. Food is provided.
.
...............
.. ....................
Bruins vs. NY Islanders - Thurs, Feb. 4

The G.SC has 30 tickets reserved in the mid-balcony section. The price
is $25 for graduate students, post-docs, and guests. This price includes
a coupon for a hot dog and soda at the concession stand.

~Graduate Student New

·. The GSN is now available
on the GSCbulletin board
Spring Welcome Social, Feb. 4,5:30 - 7 PM, 50-220: in the Infinite Corridor and
Come meet other graduate students and enjoy free food and drink. Proper 10 is required. : at 50-220.

. ......... . . . . ............ . .... . . . -,

~
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experimented with alcohol in higli chool; now,
with a higher drinking age and less tolerance of
teenage drinking, many have not yet passed
through thi tage by the time they begin college. In such an environment, the availability of
alcohol magnifie all the problems of becoming
a young adult.
At IT, then, the obvious solution eem
not to ban fre hmen from staying at FSILGs but
rather to ban alcohol in FSILGs, and to develop
an aggressive program of alcohol education.
Such a move would remove the immediate
problem and give us all time to replace crisis
management with long-term planning and dialogue. It may seem unjust to the majority of
MIT students who use alcohol responsibly, but
the situation requires some concessions on all
sides. Most MIT students will recognize that
good time depend much more on good friends
than on good beer.
Matthew Belmonte

Once upon a time, a large and well re peeted
school became the focu of national attention
because of something that was happening in its
tudents' living group . Although the underlying trend was an issue in many American institutions, the good reputation of this particular
chool made it an e pecial target for embarrassing reports in the pre s. The chool' administrators were tom. They wanted to seem re ponsive to the problem, but, in order to avoid more
embarras ment, they didn't want to mention the
problem by'name.
Instead, administrators framed the issue
a
lack of student community. To develop the
mi sing ense of community, they said they'd
have to bar fre hmen from small living groups.
To students, this decision seemed backward
because it destroyed exactly the situation that
the school was trying to foster. Students continually created and renewed their own communities around their living groups, and the administrators' proposal would replace those genuine
commitments with some pre-packaged and inefAs Chinese-Americans,
we would readily
fective notion of school spirit. The school, tuadmit that the Chinese government has made
dents said, needed to stop being a slave to the
many mistakes with regards to human rights
media and to recognize the value of student-led . and its threats to Taiwan. However, we are
appalled by the statements made in the ov.24
communities. Sound familiar?
All of this happened at Cornell University
letter titled "Chinese Belligerence Toward
from 1992 to 1997. After several years of disTaiwan." While we do not wish to address
cussion and debate, we at Cornell were able to
whether or not Taiwan is entitled to independence, we feel that the authors of the article
find a consensus that preserved freshman houshave done so in an arrogant. manner. The
ing choice and student-led residential communiauthors have played up Taiwan's power in sugties while addressing the underlying issue. At
gesting that Taiwan's independence goals are
Cornell the ugly issue was race; at MIT it's
of greater importance than those of the 1989
alcohol. The dynamics are largely the same. At
Tiananmen Square pro-democracy demonstraCornell, many of the small living groups affecttors.
ed by the ban had nothing to do with the comThe authors say that Taiwan is entitled to
plaints of racial self-segregation and, in fact,
independence very largely in part due to its ecowere some of the most raciaJly balanced and
nomic weight in the world'market. They then
tolerant houses on campus. At MIT, many of
claim that, because of this influence, China
the fraternities, sororities and independent livshould be wary of the negative reactions of caJr
ing groups affected by the freshman-housing
italist countries if it were to interfere with
decision have little or nothing to do with alco'Taiwan's independence goals. However, ecohol.
nomics is not a major determinant of indepenAt both institutions, small, cohesive living
dence. If it were, then Taiwan would have been
groups provide a place to come home to.
more widely recognized as a sovereign state. In
Without this support, first-year students can be
making their argument, the authors make it
overwhelmed by institutions that are large and
sound as if Taiwan's economic status exceeds
often impersonal. Following the death of Scott
that of China's in the eyes of the world, to the
S. Krueger '01, MIT began a process of public
point that the international politics have swung
discussion akin to the one at Cornell. This disin their favor.
cussion was short-circuited, though, by an execThe article cites the divergence in political
utive decision that was made under great public
views between Taiwan and China as an imporand legal pressures.
tant cause for independence.
It is true that
There may be a way for MIT to reverse the
Taiwan's democratic government conflicts with
internal damage done by this unilateral decision
China's communist ideology. However, how
without losing face in the public spotlight.
can a nation in which members of its main govDoing so, though, requires that we not shrink
erning body regularly break out into fights of
from using the' word "alcohol." During the past
hair-pulling and shoe-throwing possibly ~laim
fifteen years there's been a shift in American
to be of fit democratic governance, more or less
society away from 1960's legacy of freedom
act as a "powerful model and catalyst for the
with responsibility. In the early 1980's, students
democratic
transformation
of China?"
The conclud'ing statement of
the article, '1rhe
leaders of the
Chinese government should be
reminded that an
invasion of.its
democratic
neighbor,
Taiwan, would
wreck
relations with capitalist Asia and
the West, far
more than the
~
•
killing
of the
DO,,,,,.!
~
pro-democracy
demonstra-

as

Letter for Taiwan's
Independence Arrogant

j

l.!J.

tion in 1989 ever did," is the offense that we
find most unforgi able. How can the authors
how such arrogance as to emphasize Taiwan's
power by downplaying the tragedy that was
inflicted on tudents who were fighting for the
one thing that they claimed Taiwanese independence would represent: Democracy? Could the
author not have conveyed a similar message
without trying to elevate their own plight above
those who died for the same goals?
The authors should apologize
to the
Chinese community for their lack of responsibility in suggesting that their independence is
more valuable than the lives of the Chinese
Tiananmen demonstrators. They.should al 0
express the same sentiment
to the MIT
Taiwanese community for having misrepreented it with their offensive words.
Adelaide X. Zhang '99
Hua-yin Yu '00

Asylum for Saddam

Saddam Hussein should be offered asylum
in another country and full amnesty for his
crimes. There, I've said my case. Does it sound
so unreasonable?
Well, let's see. Saddam has already done so
many gruesome things to stay in office that, if
he resigned and stayed in Iraq, he would not
survive a day. No doubt he remembers what
happened to one of his predecessors: That guy
was dragged from a car through Baghdad and
cut to pieces by the mob that followed it. Years
ago, Saddam looked like he could be a player in
the Mi~dle East. Now he's the tyrant of a heap
of rubble, and he will either die painfully in a ,.-tJ
coup or stay in power long enough to die in his
bed.
So, it's time to develop a third optiort. One
night, the Iraqi people go to bed. Come morning, they will find out that Saddam has left the
country, and they are now under the rule of a
dissident coalition in preparation for an election.
For Saddam, the perks will be a pension from
his current assets~ a house somewhere, and
being surrounded by masses of people who are
merely indifferent to him. He won't like being
put out to p.a.sture" but, on the other hand,
Saddam's ambition,s of leading the Arab( world..,
are gone now ..
Does it sound obscene, to let a man who
gassed his own villages
skate like this?
Welcome to the.Middle East. Saddam's neighbor, Assad, shelled one of his own cities into
oblivion. A few weeks ago he got a state visit to
France, with full honors. It's better to let
Saddam skate for his crimes than have him
commit even more ..Apropos France, nine out of
ten ousted tyrants prefer the French Riviera to
the leading retirement spot.
Does it sound crazy? Well, at this point, the
sanctions are crazier. The United States has
openly stated that it wants Saddam ousted.
"Ousted" is a euphemism' for something much
nastier in Iraq, so we can expect Saddam to
continue his cat and rqpuse game with the
inspectors. The sanctions are no longer helping
WIth the situation. Saddam has already shown
that.he doesn't care if his people starve. Since
he is devoting what resources he has to his
weapons, the United States can only slow his
weapons program using the sanctions, not stop
him.
In the meantime, Iraq is becoming a concentrated version of everything that makes the
Middle East such a miserable place. There's
the bloodthirsty tyrant, the censorship machine,
the scapegoating of various ethnic groups to
deflect attention, there are bizarre conspiracy
theories circulating an the time (starring you ..
know-who), there's povertY; misery, and the
water is bad enough to pick people off randomly. This toxic cauldron is bound to spill at some
point. A quiet departure on Saddam's part
would be a much more hopeful way to resolve
this crisis.
Omri Schwarz G
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g the Other Holocaust

--------------Elaine Wan

During Chine e President Jiang Zemin's
vi it to Japan, many historical i sue have
resurfaced in the Pacific. Jiang' trip is the
fir t time a Chin e head of tate ha vi ited
Japan since World War II. In his trip t<2the
rural north of Japan this week, Jiang encouraged the Japanese to remind their youth of the
pain inflicted upon the Chinese in the
Holocaust of Asia during World War II. His
speech, however, was answered with antiChinese slogans and shouts to kick him off
Japanese soil.
About sixty years ago, our world was
plagued by massive 'genocide in an event we
now learn in school as the Holocaust. Jews
were widely persecuted in Europe, and across
the Pacific the Chinese were similarly slaughtered in concentration camps. After the war,
Germany offered the Jewish community a
public apology. And last June the Swiss Bank
fered a settlement totaling $1' billion to
compensate for the losses of Holocaust victims when banks failed to return their assets
after World War II. Hatred and violence
towards certain ethnic groups still exist, but,
by promoting cultural diversity, society has
been able to make some amends.
Chinese and Japanese relations, however,
still suffer from grudges that have remained in
the two cultures for the last six decades.
Although Germany has offered compensation
for its acts during World War II, Japan still
refuses to offer a full written apology' to the
descendants of the hundreds of thousands of

Chine mas acred in ix weeks by Japane e
troop in the Rape of anking in 1937. There
are few textbook or documentaries that actually e po e the horrors of the war on Chine e
oil. Until recently, the legacy of World War
II had been silently pa sed from generation to
generation and talked of as a painful past that
hould not be made known publicly. Many
people did not realize that exposing the
wounds of the past can al 0 help heal them.
Many Chine e women known as comfort
women," who were forced into prostitution by
the Japane e, are now beginning to tell their
stories because for year they had thought it
would be shameful for their family. Chinese
textbooks accounting the wartime massacre
have often been denounced by the Japane e as
one-sided and inaccurate. The Rape of
anking is rarely studied or even noted in
world history. Some Chinese scholars are
themselves reluctant to study this historical
event, because it also brings focus to China's
civil war and disunity, which allowed the barbarity of Japan in the war to escape scrutiny.
The issue of Japanese war crimes has disappeared from the world's agenda. China
alone has been left to press Japan for an apology, but some Chinese politicians have not
encouraged public discussion or historical
analysis of the war. They are concerned that
they will tarnish relations with Japan, an
important trading partner. ews broadcasters
like CNN side with Japan and criticize China
for "playing on Japan's war guilt to secure
soft loans and investment." If Japan has not
made any financial or any outright compensation to date, how are the Chinese supposed to

retrieve their 10 ses? Are the Chinese suppo ed to keep silent, as they have done so for
all these year? Tension between the Chinese
and Japanese will be left unres-olvedand will
continue to increase.
Jiang's tour of Japan included a visit to the
northern city of Sendai, where the revered
Chinese revolutionary author, Lu Xun, studied
under the Japanese mentor Genkuro Fujino in
1906. There were many Japanese protesters
shouting anti-Chinese slogans during Jiang's
speech. The relationship between Lu Xun and
hi Japanese mentor is analogous to a relationship that may possibly happen between China
and Japan. -These two nations can possibly
learn from each other, trade, and exchange
ideas, as they once did during the Tang
dynasty.
Relations between China and Japan have
not been well since World War II. In the midst
of the unstable Asian economic market, strife
between the two nations has become more
tense. A written apotogy from Japan is needed
in order for history to finally be. properly settled, for mutual strife to be resolved, and for
the new generation of Chinese and Japanese
to start a new relationship.
Many issues are currently plaguing China,
including campaigns to end China's jurisdiction over Taiwan and Tibet. Chinese unity is
needed to procure any statement of regret
from .the Japanese for their actions in
anking. Although the Chinese disagree on
China's political direction, the Chinese should
unite to show that they can come together and
make known forcefully all the pain and violence that was brought upon them.

Fight for Right Not OverYet
-..,..:-:-;-...,.....,":"";';"'-_:..-_-------.......,....-

Guest Column
Aram W. Harrow
In his Nov. 17 column entitled "Moving
Beyond the Housing Decision," Pavan K.
Auluck '97 argues that "griping abouCmatters
that [we] can't change" is a waste of time
because MlT cannot afford to turn back time.
Rescinding President Charles M. Vest's decision wilt re~ult only in lawsuits and bad press
c'~iinmr1 that NUT'is no(correcting -its perceived alcohol problem. Perceptions are
impossible to argue against.
This argument ecnoes a long line of similar half-hearted claims that began only days
after Vest ambushed students with his surprise
announcement a few days before rush. These
claims rest on two key assumptions: MIT's
legal liability and the public relations advantages of symbolic action against the fraternity
menace.
While perhaps "perceptjons are impossible to argue against," unsupported legal
arguments are not. While trying to decide
what charges to pursue, Suffolk County
District Attorney Ralph C. Martin II said that
charging MIT with involuntary manslaughter
. was a possibility; he was referring to the
1944 Coconut Grove case in which a proper:'
ty owner was convicted when hundreds of
customers died in a fire in qis building.
Martin, however" never brought that claim to
court ..
The unstated reason is that far more specific and recent court rulings have exempted universities from liability for their students'
extracurricular actions off campus.
This wasn't always the case. In the 1913
case of Gott v. Berea College, the court
upheld a school policy prohibiting students
from attending local bars based on the newly
applied doctrine of in loco parentis. This
meant that colleges stood in loco parentis to
students; colleges had all the rights and
responsibilities of parents.
. In the 1970's, this policy began1to cbange.
The 26th Amendment went into effect in
1971, lowering the voting age to 18 and legally defining most college students as adults.
Subsequent court cases began changing the
university's role towards students; instead of a
parental relationship, the university was
defined to have an "arms-length" relationship
with students.
Bradshaw v. Rawlings is the precedent
which governs current law on the subject.
Returning from an off-campus sophomoreclass picnic, Bradshaw was injured in a car
crash in which the driver drank college-purchased beer. Bradshaw won over $1 million in
a lower court, but the Third Circuit Court of
Appeals reversed the decision in 1989.
Declaring in loco parentis dead, the court
wrote: "Our beginning point is a recognition
that the modem American college is not an
insurer of the safety of its students. Whatever
may have been its responsibility in an earlier
era, the authoritarian role of today's college

administrations has been notably diluted in
recent decades. Tr:ustees, administrators, and
faculties have been required to yield to the
expanding rights and privileges of their students."
Of course, in loco parentis isn't the only
ground for establishing the legally necessary
"duty of care." Students have three other possible grounds for suit: claiming a "special
relationship" between the university and student, that colleges assume a duty because of
their regulation or control of an activity, or
that colleges hav~ a duty to protect students
on their property.
.I~'
The Bradshaw decision, however, denies
all of these grounds for suit as well. It refutes
the special-relationship claim along with in
loco parentis and holds that any "assumed
duty" must be explicitly assumed by the university. In the Phi Gamma Delta example,
MIT must have guaranteed a hazing-free environment. Finally, in both Bradshaw and any
possible suit against MIT, the harm didn't
occur on the school's property.
,
Recently there have been claims of college
liability re-emerging. In 1991, Furek v.
University of Delaware found the university
liable for injuries caused by fraternity hazing.
The ruling found preqedent in Mullins v. Pine
Manor College, in which a college was found
liable for fairing to provide adequate security
.to a student who was assaulted in a dorm. On
inspection, however, these precedents
wouldn't apply to the J(rueger case.
The Mullins c~e was based on the guarantee of security implicit in the arrangement to
ouse students in a dorm owned and operated
by the university. Calling fraternities
"approved freshman housing" doesn't imply
the same guarantee of security.
In Furek, the fraternity was on campus,
regulated by a well-publicized anti-hazing
policy and under the supervision of campus
police. In fact, Furek was stopped by campus
police the night before "Hell Week" along
with several other pledges because they were
sneaking around wearing black. They were
sent on their way after telling the police that
they were just doing a raid on the Sigma Phi.
Epsilon house as a pledge activity. The court
found the university liable both because it
policed and regulated,the fraternity and
because the fraternity was on university property, neither of which are reasons that would
apply to MIT.
When the. Furek decision referred to
Mullins, the court wrote that "[t]he ... duty
resulted from the recognition of the unique
situation created by the concentration of
young people on a college campus and the
ability of the university to protect its students." The relevant laws are sections 314A
and 323 of the Second Restatement of Torts.
Section 314A says that property ownership
confers liability and Section 323 says that rendering necessary protective services confers
liability. Both conditions clearly do not apply
to MIT fraternities. Moreover, Furek and the
single other case decided' on its precedent
(Marshall v. University of Delaware) have not

set any trend; the ger1eralrule is still to find no
university duty of care.
MIT has little to fear, either from the
Krueger case, or any potential future lawsuit.
As long as fraternities aren't on land owned
by the Institute and, perversely, as long as
MIT continues to turn a blind eye to hazing,
then it has little to fear. The DA's unwillingness to prosecute MIT for Krueger's death,
even given evidence of the Institute's inaction on prior hazing, is a good sign that the
law attempts only to punish people who
commit crimes, not people who fail to stop
them.
The other advantage claimed is that MIT's
image and reputation will improve. The argu...
ment goes that symbolic action is what's necessary, since the goal.is more to show that
problems are being addressed than to really
address them. Unfortunately, this assumes that
the action is only symbolic.
The most likely effect will be drastic
changes in large parts of the MIT environment. 'Fraternities will evolve into the sort
that haze and drink more, prIvate dorm parties at MIT and other schools will replicate
the old fraternity parties except for fraternity
risk management, dorm rush will likely disappear, and all students will be more likely
to live in a places that they're unhappy with
and that offer less emotional support.
The question becomes, then, whether the
.myriad problems created by MIT's goal of
change at any cost will be more concealable
than the old ones. This seeins unlikely for a
few reasons. First, while alcohol and fraternities are always popular media targets,' suicides and depression at MIT have been popular targets in the past. The success of the
freshman year pass-fail system is a good indicator that qualitative improvements in student
happiness translate into quantitative reductions in such measurable and publicizable
areas as suicide and depression rates.
Likewise, MIT shouldn't hope that a decline
in students' happiness and well-being will go
unnoticed by the ranks of prospective stu'dents and their parents. Moreover~most status quo negative publicity is based on MIT
alcohol use, not just fraternity drinking. It
should be obvious that failing to reduce binge
drinking or, worse, increasing the problem,
will not. reflect well on MIT's image. Parents
usually aren't impressed by strong anti-fraternity measures in schools where drinking is
high.
The housing decision is not historic trivia;
it should not be seen as something that we are
locked into. If we, as a student body, favor our
current form of housing, then we should continue to fight tooth and nail to preserve the
right of choice for future MIT classes. It is
important to remember that MJT could, if it
chose, restore the old system with only a
minor and short-term loss of face. We should
never give up hope that we can convince them
to do so, for only then will it truly become too
late to turn back.
Aram W. Harrow is a member of the
class of2001.
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Ain't He
A ~laya?
aveen Sunkavally
What happens when today's leading cultural icons are crossed with a substantive topic
worthy of discussion?
The topic usually
gets run into the ground.
Rolling Stone magazine
- admittedly not the
usual place to find anything worthy of true
. thought - recently ran
a series of conversations
ov. 12) with leading
cultural icons concernit '
ing the presidential sex
:i
scandal, of what is symbolizes in our country and portends. The results
were both hilarious and disturbing.
Consider rapper DMX: "He's a dog, man.
Men are dogs ... He's doing his job. Whether
he gets impeached should be determined by
that, not where his dick is at."
Or how about Bob Weir, who had the gall to
say, "The religious right took the Paula Jones
case and fanned it into a flame. That girl looks
like a dachshund... She wasn't the kind of class
trash that I think the president (even if he was
libido-crazed) would have considered." (Dogs
are a familiar theme for these cultural icons.)
And Marilyn Manson: "I don't think he
deserves to be impeached; but if he does get
impeached, he always has a job with me. He
can be my tour manager, test-drive the girls
for me."
.
Or another rapper, Noreaga: "Clinton's my
fuckin' man - he's crazy. He's a dog, and he
does his job - for real ... Your wife can't
give you head while you're on the job, 'cause
that's your wife, ya smell me."
Oh yeah, I smell ya, man.
Surprisingly, these were the better of the
statements put forth by our cultural icons. When
people actually tried to say something substantive, rather than merely make offensivejokes that's when the apathy really seeped through.
"I'm deeply suspicious of all politicians,
anyway. I don't look to them for moral leadership," says Shirley Manson, lead ,singer of
Garbage. Or how about singer Peter Gabriel,
who says, "I don't think one should look to
the president for spiritual leadership. It's a
great bonus if you get it, but the role of the
president is to be the servant of the people."
By far, this ~entiment prevailed in all those
who weighed in - from Stephen Stills and
Melissa Etheridge to John Lee Hooker and Fat
Joe - that as long as the economy is doing
well, the public should be content. Clinton,
most people thought, was merely guilty of a
"lapse in judgement," as Phish guitarist Trey
Anastasio and actress Susan Sarandon both
put it. Rapper and actor Will Smith puts it
more clearly: "I don't think the presidents'
personal lives are any of our business. I look
at Bill Clinton the way I look at Bill Gates: As
long as my stock goes up, I don't care what
Bill Clinton does ... "
Who, then, bears the responsibility for carrying the moral leadership of America? Certainly
not Bob Weir or Marilyn Manson. If the president is not responsible for carrying the moral
torch - if his only role is that of a chief executive officer, like Bill Gates, to whom do we
turn? How.can our parents tell their children
that honesty is a virtue when the chief representatives of our culture condone lying to the point
that they expect lying from politicians.
Is lying even a bad thing in the first place?
Our generation's moral values are almost antimoral in some sense. There are no'such things
as morals, and, even if there are, who's to say
that your morals are better than my morals?
Unfortunately, while such a philosophy is
fashionable these days and philosophically
irrefutable, adopting it as a nonn would spell
chaos for any country. Somewhere, there must
be a line. For example, if the president can
commit perjury, can the president also
shoplift? "Oh, come on, man, he only stole a
fuckin' Now and Later; he was hungry as hell,
ya know what I mean."
And if he can shoplift, can he also expose
himself indecently and masturbate at a public
.theatre, as Pee Wee Herman did some years
ago? "Oh, come on, man, it was really steaming in there. He's a fuckin' dog. Oh yeah,
check out that economy." And if these crimes
are acceptable, are the crimes of Nixon such a
far stretch away?
For the sake of the nation and international
relations, the president has a responsibility to
uphold the morals of the country. Perjury, whatever the circumstances, is a crime, and rationalizing the president's conduct in the light of his
performance elsewhere does not mitigate the
severity of his crime. Ya smell me, man?

.'f ",
.f

Page 6

H

-

Pre-register by December 11th at
. http://entrepreneurship.mit.edu

.

Brought to you by:
. '.
MIT Entrepreneurship Center
The MIT $50K Entrepreneurship Competition

"

December 1, 1998

THE TECH

Pa e 7

UA Approves S bstance-Free Housing Resolution
By Kewtn R. Lang
STAFF REPORTER

At the final Undergraduate
Association Council meeting of the
fall term Monday night, the UA
narrowly
passed
a re olution
recommending that dormitories and
living groups consider allowing
'tudents to decide if they want
substance-free housing.
.
The
original
resolution.,
submitted by Interfraternity Council
Public Relations Chair Christopher
R. Rezek '99, had been tabled at an

earlier meeting.
There
was overwhelming
opposition to the idea of making the
new dorm ubstance-free,"
aid UA
Floor Leader Ryan K. Pierce '99.
Once the motion was tabled, Rezek
removed the resolution for revision
by several UA committee chairs,
him elf, and a number of fraternity
presidents.
After a great deal of discussion
at Monday's meeting, Pierce broke
a 9-9 tie by voting in favor of the
resolution.
Pierce said that he

supported the resolution because it
promotes choice. "I don't feel like
people should be put in substancefree housing against their will."
any oppose resolution
A number
of students
had
concerns regarding the effectiveness
and impact of the resolution. Edward
A. Gordon '99 thought that such a
resolution would not affect large
events with alcohol. He added that
setting aside substance-free housing
promotes
alcohol consumption

elsewhere. "Three-quarters of those
people in dorms should not be using
substances anyway," Gordon said.
VA Vice President Jennifer A.
Kelly '00 opposed the resolution
because MIT regulations prohibit
students from drinking in common
areas without registering the event.
She thought that students already
decide
alcohol's
role in their
residence life.
Class of 2001 President Pamela
Mukerji '01 recommended that the
resolution
be passed on to the
Dormitory Council.
Rezek
said
that
he was
"surprised that the debate centered
around the appropriateness
of
making a resolution that affects the
entire student body."
Those in favor of the proposal
praised the extent of student choice
included
in the resolution.
UA
Student Committee on Educational
Policy Chair Jeremy D. Sher '99
thought that students could decide
their living group's substance-free
status on a yearly basis, so that each
year, new residents
would have
input into the decision. "W 're not
looking at having an entire dorm do
this," Sher said.
Finboard issues also discussed
The meeting's other major issue
regarded potential changes to the
VA Finance Board. Sher and VA
Committee
on Housing
and
Orientation Co-Chair Matthew L.
McGann
'00 want Finboard
to
change several of its practices that
have been limited by funding in the
past.
With
Finboard' s
current
allocation of $194,000 per calendar
year, Sher and McGann
want
Finboard to fund food at events and
meetings,
since "food attracts
people to student-activity meetings,
thereby strengthening
activities,"
according
to the proposal.
In
addition, they propose that the U A
should recognize that many groups

depend on Finboard for aU funding,
and that self-sufficiency is often not
practical. Another proposal calls for
VA funding of class councils.
Perhaps the most significant
proposed
change
regards
reimbursements
for student group
funding. Currently, groups pay for
expenses out-of-pocket,
and later
apply for reimbursement
from the
VA. Sher and McGann want the VA
to directly
fund events,
thus
allowing groups to schedule events
they could not otherwise afford.
However, a number of concerns
were
raised
regarding
these
proposals.
Gordon
noted that
Finboard
receives
requests
for
expenses that groups know are not
covered,
and that without
the
current
reimbursement
process
student groups might take advantage
of V A funding.
VA Treasurer Edgar H. Martinez
'00 noted that Finboard can't fund
even half of the requests groups
make, despite the increase in funding
to almost $200,000 this year.
A number of UA committees
gave their final reports at Monday's
meeting. The SCEP reported that it
is currently
concentrating
on
advising
and
a
possible
undergraduate
majors guide. In
addition,
SCEP is considering
a
response
to the
report by the
Presidential Task Force on Student
Life and Learning. The committee is
also looking for a new chair to
replace Shcr in the fall of 1999.
Leah S. Schmelzer '02, chair of
the UA Committee on Student Life,
discussed
plans for confidential
medical transport.
However, the
committee's
original
proposal
contained legal difficulties which
must be dealt with before the UA
can vote on a proposal.
Attendance at the meeting was
relatively
low, with many dorms
and several classes unrepresented.
Also not in attendance
was UA
President Paul T. Oppold '99.
LE

THE OST FUN YOUU GET

OUTOFTHED

Cindy Mower plays trombone
In Killian Hall.

In A Triton Suite, part of the MIT Brass Ensemble's

concert Nov. 24

UCEISE

Howard G. Nichols
8381e.m.An.
Hometown
27670

Z1J~
00 STATE. USA

A motorcycle operator license is more important than you think. The fact is,
un1ic~nsed ride~s are over-represented in f~tal crashes. So ge~ ~.
your license. 'While an afternoon at the DMV Isn't much fun, haVing
a license is some hing you can live with.
S&F£1l
This space donated by The Tech

Interested in Learning more about Materials?

•

Here are some courses that the
Department of Materials Science and
Engineering is offering Spring Term 1999
3.062

Polymer Chemistry

r IDDldng 3.071 Materials for Biomedical Application
(New!)
D talk tD?
(See DMSE Web site for Course Description)

tline a call

,8800

This space donated by The Tech

3.092

Perspectives in Materials Science

3.981

Materials in Human Experience
(HASS credit)

December 1, 1998

___....
e •e c
By Rima A.

rnaout

Sl'AFF REPORTER

Yl XlE-THE

Actor, author, engineer, model, and all around renaissance
ous careers In a talk sponsored by the class of 2001.

TECH

man Steven Altes '84 spoke about his varI-

Continuing what hop s to be an
annual tradition, the Clas of 2001
ponsored it Thank giving event
and de ert buffet featuring author,
aero pace engineer, and Brad Pitt
stand-in Steven Altes '84.
Over 250 students howed up at
the event held in Walker Memorial
on ov.23.
The first Thank giving event last
year featured Chicago Tribune
columnist
Mary
Schmich.
Schmich's column about graduating
from college gained fame through
the Internet for being passed on as a
commencement speech to MIT
graduates made by Kurt Vonnegut.
Vonnegut has never spoken at an
MIT commencement.
Altes'
speech,
entitled
" ovaphilia," provided students
with humorous advice about building a career - or lack thereof.
Alte learned "not to put all your
career eggs in one basket" when he
lost his dream job at the CIA after
one day. The reason, he said, was
classified information.
In his speech, he a ked tudents
not to take building their careers too
seriously and used his life experiences to point to several theories on
life:
The Spaghetti Theory: "If you
throw enough spaghetti against the
wall, some of it's bound to stick."

1999 Summer Internship Program
for
Course 1 Sophomores and Juniors

For Civil and Environmental Engineering Science (CEE)Majors:

Get more than your foot in the door ,this summer!
WORK, LEARN, and EARNat internships in major civil
engineering and environmental engineering companies
around the USAand outside the country. Gain real world
experience in your field. Show potential employers why
they really want to hire you after graduation!

For more information and application forms, check
out the CEEweb page:
http://web. mit.edu/ civenv /www/internship.html
or
contact Patricia Dixon
ceed@mit.edu

253-2335 / 1-290

The Blackjack Theory: "Getting
an MIT degree i a lot like being
dealt a 17 in blackjack .... The
odd
ay 'stand.' But once in a
while, defy chance and say 'hit
me.'"
Ri k i a Muscle Theory: "Ri k
is a muscle. And like a muscle it
must be exercised or else it will
atrophy."
Reactions to the speech varied
from wholehearted admiration to
skepticism. Aaron D. Valade '00
liked that Altes "has been able to do
whatever he wanted to do."
Tatiana Usova G, however, wondered whether Altes is "worried to
come to the end of his life without
having mastered anyone thing."
Altes' speech did make students
think about what kind of a career
they do want, whether it be mastery
of one thing or trying a bit of everything.
The audience concluded the
Thanksgiving event evening by
reading What is Success? by Ralph
Waldo Emerson as a group and
writing down their thoughts about
the evening and their futures.
The sophomore class council
then collected the letters in order to
return them to students next year, so
that they will remember their lives
as they were a year before.
One student who attended last
year's Thanksgiving event, Aimee
L. Wiltz '99, said that Schmich's
and Altes' speeches "were both
inspirational, but different."
Julia C. Parsons '0 I, publicity
chair for the sophomore class council,
said
that
this
year's
Thanksgiving event was more successful because "there was more of
a variety of people who showed up
this year." Last year, she said, most
of the attendees had had a role in
creating the event.
Altes has varied history
Altes, who holds a S.B. in
Aeronautics and Astronautics and
an M.S. in both Aero/Astro and
Public Policy, received the National
Medal of Technology
from
President Bush in 1991 for working
on Orbital Corporation's Pegasus
project to develop the world's first
privately developed space launch
vehicle.
Altes turned from engineering to
acting, modeling, and writing
humorous accounts of his adventures. Among these are scuba diving, meeting Cindy Crawford, and
making it into cabbie lore by being
the first MIT graduate who was
turned down when he applied for a
job as a taxi driver.
Currently, Altes is working on a
Columbia Pictures film, Random
Hearts, starring Harrison Ford and
Kristin Scott Thomas. Altes will
play David, Scott Thomas' brother
in the film.
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Colon cancer is the second leading
cancer killer and everyone aged 50
and older is at risk. More than
50,000 Americans will die from
colon cancer and 131,600 new
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WILD SOUTH AFRICA

ENERGIES

by Alan G. Mountain
with photographs by Lex Hes

An Illustrated Guide to the BIosphe~
and CJvtUzation

A photographic journey through the wilderness
and national parks of South Africa.
208 pp., 350 color iIIus. $40
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Why Good Products can Fall. the Personal
Computer Is So Complex. and Information
AppUances Are the Solution
by Donald A. Norman

Diana Coyle

"This is wonderfully refreshing read. You've heard the
standard stories-the
gee-whiz optimism of the
'technophiles, the pessimism of the neo-Luddites.
Coyle offers something completely different ....This is
one of th~
rare books that force your thouights
out of their usual groove .• -Paul Krugman
272 pp., $25

THE FUTURE OF THE
ELECTRONIC MARKETPLACE

,'/

An acclaimed personal finance columnist presents
the first comprehensive guide to hiring a winning
financial team ..
336 pp. ,$25 '

*

computers

A HISTORY OF
MODERN COMPUTING
" ...explores the mostly unmapped history of
computing since 1945. Readers seeking to
understand a half century of turbulent and complex
history will find him an informed and thoughtful
guide. A path breaking book." ~ Thoma~ Hughes,
author of Rescuing Prometheus
408 pp., 51 iIIus. $35

culture

&

media
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FROM BARBIE@ TO 1$
,-MORTAL KOMBAT

by Louise Bourgeois, edited by Marie-Laure
Bernadac and Hans-Ulrich Gbrist

Photographs and selected writings by a pioneer of
20th Century photo'graphy and a master of the New
Objectivity.
.
176 pp., 114duotones $60.

This first collection of writings by one of the world's foremost
living artists, Louise Bourgeois, is both intellectually rich and
psychologically revealing.
304 pp., 120 iIIus. $30 paper

SCENES IN A LIBRARY

MIRROR IMAGES

Reading the Photograph
in the Book, 1843-1875

Women. SurreaUsm. and Self-Representation

Carol Armstrong

A fresh look at women Surtealist artists of the 1930's and 1940S
finds provocative parallels with many of today's leading women
artists. This book explores specific aspects of the relationship
between historic and contemporary work in the context of
Surrealism.
258 pp., 83 mus., 18 color $35 paper

,

&I t'l,

THE AESTHETICS OF THE
JAPANESE LUNCHBOX

edited by Justine Cassell and Henry Jenkins
Girls and computer games-and
the movement to
overcome the stereotyping that dominates the toy
aisles.
360 pp., 57 iIIus., 26 color $35 '

REALITY TRANSFORMED
Film as Meaning and Technique

*

Irving Singer
Singer offers a new approach to the philosophy of
film showing how the opposing positions of realists
and' formalists can be harmonized and unified.
210 pp., 3 iIIu,s. $25

HAMLET ON THE HOLODECK
the Future of Narrative in Cyberspace
Janet H. Murray
"Hamlet on the Holodeck reaches beyond the scope
of interactive narrative and encompasses the global
possibilities of emerging technologies."
-Stan Diehl,

BYTe

architecture
LE CORBUSIER, THE NOBLE
SAVAGE
Toward an Archaeology of Modernism.
by Adolf Max Vogt
A new study of Le Corbusier's life and work shows
how the texture of the architect's childhood
environment and experiences imprinted his mature
imagination and architecture.
,408 pp., 265 iIIus. $50

Form and Control in the Built Environment
by N. J. Habraken
edited by Jonathan Teicher

everything

The MIT Press

.BookStore

published

intriguing
Kendall Sq .r

IMAGING DESIRE
This long-awaited collection of writings asks fundamental
questions about the analysis of current practices in art.
254 pp., 67 iIIus. $20 now in paper

THE POWER OF DISPLAY
A History of Exhibition Installations at
the Museum of Modem Art
Mary Ann.e Staniszewski
A history of exhibitions at New York's MOMA that offers a
groundbreaking examination of the ideological messages
conveyed by how artworks are displayed.
400 pp., 204 iIIus. $45

zone books

,"

~.~

I,'

THE CULTURE OF THE COPY
Striking Likenesses. Unreasonable Facsimiles
Hillel Schwartz

WONDERS AND THE ORDER OF NATURE,
1150-1750

Rosalyn Deutsche

by Lorraine Daston and Katharine Park

"{1]lIuminates the tangle of art, feminism, urban
space and politics ...teasing apart the strands and
examining their connections in an almost forensic
way. It is a disturbing but stimulating read."
- Architects Journal
420 pp., 56 iIIus. $20 now in paper

A rich exploration of how European naturalists used wonder and
wonders (oddities and marvels) to envision and explain the
natural world.
Distributed for Zone Books • 464 pp., 114iIIus. $34

A HUT OF ONE'S OWN
Life Outside the Circle of Architecture
by Ann Cline
An exploration of the smallest and simplest of
dwellings offers answers to some of the largest and
oldest questions about architecture.
176 pp., 61 iIIus. $17.50

THE SPRINGBOARD IN THE POND
An Intimate History of the Swimming Pool
Thomas A. P. van Leeuwen
•
"Culture becomes shockingly clear when seen from
the pool. This is a captivating study." - Mark Wigley
GrahamFoundation/Mil Pressseries in Contemporary
Architectural Discourse • 304 pp., 210 iIIus., 28 color $40

~ BEAUTIFUL 1999 CALENDARS

by The MIT Press and the best of other presses

reading from arts to sciences

•

edited by Ingrid Schaffner and Lisa Jacobs
Recollections and numerous reproductions tell the story of a
20thCentury art dealer and impresario who played an essential
role in bringing the avant-garde to New York.
Published in conjunction with an exhibition at the Equitable Gallery,NYC
160 pp., 50 iIIus., 20 color $25

EV1CTIONS

OTHER GREAT GIFTS

http://mitpress.mit.edu/bookstore

Portrait of an Art Gallery

"If God is in the details, then this book is surely divine or, at
least. demonic ...a dizzying and dazzling tour de force of every
conceivable trompe ['oeil." -New York Times Book Review
Distributed for Zone Books • 568 pp., 60 iIIus. $19 now in paper

all proceeds benefit United Nations' Children's Fund

*

JULIEN LEVY

The influential MIT architect's long-awaited manifesto
on the everyday environment as the first and best
ground for establishing the significance and
coherence of architecture.
200 pp., 25 iIIus. $50

$15 paper

• UNICEF HOLIDAY GREETING CARDS

edited by Whitney Chadwick

Mary Kelly

Art and Spatial PoUtics

Gender and Computer Games

324 pp..

edited by Ann and Jiirgen Wi/de and Thomas
Weski with text by Thomas Janzon

THE STRUCTURE OF
THE ORDINARY

Paul E. Ceruzzi

Leo Bersani and Ulysse Dutoit
An original, psychoanalytic look at the enigmatic portraits and
subliminal message of Caravaggio.
An October Book • 140 pp., 26 iIIus., 8 color $25

DESTRUCTION OF THE FATHER

Lunchbox philosophy, or the world according to the
Japanese lunch box: how an object of sublime beauty
offers a key to understanding Japanese aesthetics,
'design, and culture.
~.
208 pp., 65 color iIIus. $30
~•

A Complete Guide to Choosing and Managing
Brokers, Finandal Planners, Insurance Agents,
Lawyers, Tax Preparers, Bankers, and Real
Estate Agents
by Charles A. Jaffe

CARAVAGGIO'S SECRETS

Writings and Interviews. 1923-1997

. by Kenji Ekuan

THE RIGH:f'WAY TO HIRE
FINANCIAL HELP

>~\ art *

Photographer of Objectivity

An ctober Book • 572 PP., 143 iIIus. $45

.

In this "blue-sky" effort to rethink humanity's basic challenges,
two eminent scientists with deep expertise in arms control
issues, sketch the broad outlines for a global approach to the
problems of security and development.
288 pp., 7 iIIus. $25

ALBERT RENGER-PATZSCH

1\
..- :', -design

/i~

pel"$Onalfinance

photography

An exploration of the historical moment when the
photographic image became wedded to the printed
page.

edited by Derek Leebaert
"No manager can afford to ignore the impact of the
emerging electronic marketplace on business. The
biggest rewards will accrue to those who carefully
study and learn from the experiences of pioneers
such as those compiled by Derek Leebaert in this
volume."-Erik
Brynjolfsson, Sloan School of
Management
393 pp., 21 iIIus. $35

by Philip Morrison and Kosta Tsipis

$-

*

*

A comprehensive yet unorthodox look at all the
forms of energy that shape our world, from the sun
to the human body, from bread to microchips.
228 pp., 300 iIIus. $25

edited by Michael Gazzaniga

Strategies for Managing the Digital Economy

REASON ENOUGH TO HOPE

America and the World of the 21St Century

This is a brief, informative yet informal guide to
recent developments in the cognitive neurosciences
by the scientists who are in the thick of things.
128 pp., 10 iIIus., $17 paper

From "Science Finds, Industry Applies, Man
Conforms. (motto of the 1933 Chicago USA World's
Fair)-to "People Propose, Science Studies,
Technology Conforms" (Donald Norman's personcentered motto for the 21St Century)
340 pp., 28 iIIus. $25

peace & hope

by Vac/av Smi/

CONVERSATIONS IN THE
COGNITIVE NEUROSCIENCES

HE INVISIBLE COMPUTER

WEIGHTLESS WORLD

~

books@mit.edu

292 Main 5t • Cambridge • 617.253.5249

THE DECADENT READER
Fiction, Fantasy, and Perversion from Fin-de-Siecle France
edited by Asti Hustvedt
A collection of stories and novels from fin-de-siecle
celebrate decline, decay, and deviance.
1,072 pp. $32 paper

France that

*-

GET 20% OFF
through Dee 15

On new books only when you join our mailing list (or if you are already on it)

Save even more on new sale-priced books
~
from MIT and other publishers
01% and on our famous MIT Press "hurts"
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TechCalendar appears In each issue of The Tech and features events for members of the MIT community. The Tech makes no guarantees as to the accuracy of this Information, and The Tech shall not be held liable for any losses, including, but not limited to, damages
resulting from attendance of an event.
Contact Information for all events Is available from the TechCalendar web page.

Visit and add

Wednesday's

events to TechCalendar

online at htfp:/

/teckalendar.mlt.edu

6:00 - 7:00 p.m. - MIT $50K Organizing Team Meeting. Join the OrganiZing Team and
help make the $50K happen. Room E51-335. Sponsor: MIT $50K Entrepreneurship
Competition.

Events

4:00 - 6:00 p.m. - Foreign Languages & Uteratures Open House. All undergraduates
are invited to come & meet faculty. Room 14E-304. Sponsor: Foreign Languages &
Uteratures.

8:00 p.m. - What the Butler Saw. Workshop production of Joe Orton's hilarious farce,
directed by Richard Marcus, technical assistant, Theater Arts. Kresge Little Theater.

:10 p.m. -lEM Service and Supper. Eucharist in the Chapel followed by a free fellowship supper and discussion. MIT Chapel. Sponsor: Lutheran-Episcopal Ministry.

Friday's Events
3:00 p.m. - The MIT Debate Tournament. MIl's annual intercollegiate debate tournament. judges wanted! No experience necessary. General Assembly at Room 6-120.
Sponsor: Debate Team.
8:00 p.m. - MIT Concert Band Concert. Founded in 1948 and continuously conducted by John Corley, the group of students and alumni play original compositions for
wind ensemble and annually commission and premiere new works. Kresge
Auditorium.
8:00 p.m. - What the Butler Saw. Workshop production of Joe Orton's hilarious farce,
directed by Richard Marcus, technical assistant, Theater Arts. Kresge Little Theater.

Thursday's Events
5:00 - 6:30 p.m. - Health Care: An Outlook for 1999 and Beyond. Former Mass. State
Representative and Chairman of the Joint Committee on Health Care John E.
McDonough will speak about health care policy and his projections for the future of
the health care system. Room 2-105. Sponsor: MIT Medical Congress.
5:30 - 6:30 p.m. - Gallery Talk: The Process of Art & Invention: There Are No
Mistakes. Artist-in-Residence Arthur Ganson discusses how the creative process balances the unlimited possibilities of the imagination and the limits imposed by the
physical world. MIT Museum.

Buy your rail~~s.-'~.efore

,-,---,-,-,-'-'and"savef

London
Tokyo
Los Angeles

Caracas

•.

.

$216
$639
$289
$470

Fares are RT.Do not include taxes. Restrictions
Are subject to change.

Learn the fundamentals of:
Accounting
• Marketing
• Finance
• Organizational Behavior
Hands-on market & financial research
Business related computer applications
Effe,etivecommunication & presentation skills
P~~R~re for the corporate recruiting process

apply.

Buy your railpass now! Prices go up in 1999
C()llllCi

The Haas School of Business
at the University of California Berkeley
Intensive Summer BASE Program IS FORYOU!
July 6 • August 13, 1999r~~~~
__

--------'------

1 Travel

,

.,

.4

,j"l

OEE: Council on International

273 Newbury St. Boston
[617]-266-1926
12 Eliot St. 2nd Floo~ Cambridge [617]-497-1497
MIT Student Cente~ 84 Massachusetts.Ave.
Cambridge
[617]-225-2555

Apply To Be Elected to
The Coop.s Board Of Directors

GETON
The Coop Board of Directors is accepting
applications for nomination for election as a Student
Board Member for the 1999 ..2000 academic year.
Applications -are available at the Customer
Service Desk of The M.I.T. Coop at Stratton
or The M.l.T. Coop at Kendall or at the
Member Services Office, 4th floor of The
Coop's Harvard Square Bookstore.

Rnal date for return of appllcall .. Is
5:00 p., Frida" December 11, 1998.
For additional information, contact

Isaac M. Colbert

Thomas Lee

Sr. Assoc. Dean for Graduate Education

tlee@mit.edu

M.l.T.

Eduardo

ikec@mit.edu

ejs@mit.edu

~CCIDP
M.LT.

J. Salomone

For more information, contact our website at
http://haas.berkeley.edu/Undergrad/BASE.html
or via email at BASE@haas.berkeley.edu
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Brings
ac
ann School
burdened with the logistical work
for previous Charm Schools, he
said. They did not have the time that
was needed to organize
Charm
School last lAP, and there was n
student interest in helping to plat.
Charm School.
Fortunately
this year, Charm
school is being brought back.
Assistant Dean of Undergraduate
Education
and Student
Affairs
Katherine
A. O'Dair and Public
Service Center Coordinator Monica
Huggins have volunteered to bring
back Charm School. They are coorganizing
the Charm
School
Steering Committee that is composed of students and faculty.

Charm, from Page 1
lAP becau e the relaxed atmo phere
allowed students to enjoy the charm
chool classes without too much
stress, Merritt said.
Any member of the MIT community, faculty, staff', students, can
teach a Charm
School
class.
"Anyone can learn; anyone can
teach", Merritt said.
Intere t in Charm

We have a unique opportunity for someone very special.
A chance to spend two
years in another country. To live
and work in another culture. To
learn a new language and acquire
new skills.
The person we're looking
for might be a farmer, a forester, or a retired nurse. Or

sounds interesting to you,
maybe a teacher, a mechanic,
maybe you're the person we're
or a recent college graduate.
We need someone to join
looking for. A Peace Corps
volunteer. Find out. Call us at
over 5,000 people already
working in 60 developing coun(Collect) 617-565-5555 x598
tries around the world. To help
people live better lives.
We need someone special.
And we ask a lot. But only because so much is needed. If this The toughest job you1l CYtt kM.

Peace Corps.

This space donated by The Tech

choo) faded

Last lAP, Charm School went
"on sabbatical for a year," Merritt
aid. This was because two MIT
staff members, Alberta Lipson and
Roseanne Swire, had become over-

"Wow! Did you just see that?"

Let The Tech know too!
Call the ews Hotline, '253-1541,
whenever you see something
noteworthy happening.

authors@mit presents

Thanks to you. all sorts
of everyday products

are

being made from the paper.
plastic. metal and glass that
you've been recycling.

-

But to keep recycling
working to help protect the
environment.

you need to

buy those products,

BUY RECYCLED.

T ursday, Dec. 3 6:30 pm

t '

MIT 10-250
Robert Solow is widely regarded as one of the greatest living economists, and has conducted pathbreaking work in both microeconomics and macroeconomics. He is the best-selling author of numerous publications, and was awarded the Nobel Prize for Economic Science in 1987.

R

g....

In Monopolistic Competition and Macroeconomic Theory, Professor Solow gives a nontechnical
account of the implications of monopolistic competition on macroeconomic theory and shows that
simple and tractable micro-based models can offer the possibility of a richer and more intuitive
macroeconomics.
In Work and Welfare he directs his attention to one of today's most controversial social issues: how
to get people off welfare and into jobs. With characteristic eloquence, wit, and rigor, Solow condemns
the welfare reforms recently passed by Congress and President Clinton for confronting welfare
recipients with an unworkable choice finding work in the current labor market or losing benefits. He
argues that the only practical and fair way to move recipients to work is, in contrast, through an
ambitious plan to guarantee that every able-bodied citizen has access to a job.

Books are available at a discount the week of the event and autographed copies may be ordered in
advance.

II

So look for products made
from recycled materials.

I

and

buy them. It would mean the
world to all of us.

For a free brochure. write

..

I
•
I
I

I:IiI

Buy Recycled. Environment~

In Inflation, Unemployment, and Monetary Policy, Solow and John B. Taylor present their views on
the dilemmas facing U.S. monetary policymakers. The aim of this lively exchange of views is to make
both an intellectual contribution to macroeconomics and a practical contribution to the solution of a
public policy question of central importance.
Monopolistic Competition and Macroeconomic Theory is published by Cambridge University Press,
Work and Welfare is published by Princeton University Press, and Inflation, Unemployment, and
Monetary Policy (with John B. Taylor) is published by The MIT Press.

,

AND SAYE:

Defense FUnd. ?S7 Park Ave.
•

South. New York. NY 10010.
orcalll-800-CALL-EDF

.....__ ..

£IIVIIIONIII£NTAlEBF

DEFEIlSE
F\JHO

It.};J--

authors@mit is sponsored by M IT Libraries & The M IT Press Bookstore
FR E E and wheelchair accessible. Info: 617 253.5249 or authors@mit.edu

This space donated by The Tech
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POLICE LOG

.,

The following incidents were reported to the Campus Police
between Nov. I2 and Nov. I8. Information is compiled from the
Campus Police's weekly crime summary andfrom dispatcher logs.
The report does not include alarms, general service calls, or incidents not reported to the dispatcher.

THOMAS E, MURPHY-THE

TECH

Tech Cheerleaders perform a stunt and rile the crowd during MIT's basketball game against the
Tufts Jumbos.
'

o 12: Harvard Bridge, assist State Police
ith motor vehicle
accident, per on trapped in vehicle; Delta Psi, report of eggs thrown
at window; Bldg. E 19, vending machine broken into; Bldg: E53, laptop computer
tolen $4,820; BexleY,Alley,
bike stolen $105; Chi
Phi Bo ton, jacket stolen 130; Student Ctr., homeless person sleeping in re troom ; Memorial Dr., vehicle broken into; Baker, student
problem.
.
o 13: Walker, suspiciou activity; Delta Psi, egg thrown at
window' Bldg. 33, uspicious mail; tudent Ctr., terminated employee refu ing to leave;Endicolt H e., credit card stolen;
ew House,
party problem.
.
o 14: Amherst Alley, student assaulted by persons leaving
cw Hou e, persons responsible identified, inve tigation continuing;
Beacon and Charlesgate, Boston,
afeRide van involved in an accident; McDermott court, per ons stopped for suspicious activity,
same checked out okay; Mas. Ave, stolen vehicle struck MIT Police
crui er and fled scene. Operator later stopped and arrested for variou charges.
o 15: McCormick, student problem; M37, person stuck in ide
elevator, extricated by elevator repair company; M62, report of gunshots; McCormick,
annoying phone calls; Amherst Alley, noise
complaint;
Briggs Field, past assault and battery.
ov 16: East Campus, mal icious damage to art sculpture,
$10,000 damage; Bldg.
52, computer case stolen $48; Student Ctr.
1) problem with former employee; 2) wallet stolen from Athena
Cluster $17; Bldg. NW 14, computer stolen
1,200; Bldg. 54, telephone stolen $700; Main St. by Bldg. 68, suspicious activity; Cross
St. by NWl 0, vehicle window smashed.
ov 17: MacGregor, report of suspicious persons, checked out
okay; Bldg. NW30, homeless persons; Student Ctr. person issued
trespass warning; Westgate, noise complaint; Albany St. homeless
person needing assistance;
33 Mass. Ave. bike rack, $900 bike
secured with cable stolen.
ov 18: New House, report of food stolen, same resolved; Bldg.
E23, computer stolen $1,500; Broadway, assist Cambridge Police,
report of person affiliated with MIT, had an egg thrown at him;
Pacific St. homeless person in need of assistance;
ext House, two
students stopped for possession of marijuana.

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING
-Tutor needed to teach CHINESE for

• Travel
Canc.un *
Nassau * Jamaica * Mazatlan *
Acapulco
* Bahamas Cruise *
Florida * South Padre Travel Free
and make lots of Cash! Top reps
are offered 'full-time staff jobs.
Lowest price Guaranteed. Call now
for details! www.classtravel.com
800/838-6411
930 Comm Ave
South, On BU's West Campus

SPRING

BREAK

99!

Book
Early & Receive a Free Meal Plan!!!
Cancun & Jamaica $399, Bahamas
$459, Panama City $99.
1-800234-7007., www.endlesss'ummertours.com

#1 Spring Break Specials!

# 1 SPRINGBREAK Operator!
Check our website for the best
deals!
www.vagabondtours.com
Cancun,
Bahamas,
Jamaica
&
Florida.
Group organizers
EARN
FREE TRIPS & CASH ... Call today!
800-700-0790

11 year old child. 1-2 times per
week.
Some travel necessary.
Good-Pay.' Please call (781) 8377608.
.Services

Offered

on the
Information Superhighway.
Start
your own business, backed by 10y.o. $2B NYSE Co. Work at home
5-10 hrs/wk. For info call 617-4221699, then call 781-283-6858.
Open Your Own Tollbooth

License.
Alternative.
Legal 10. 4 year validity - car,
motorcycle, truck. No'documentation.
Application/full
info:
email/fax:
expatworld@pobox.com.
Fax: 011-65-466-7006.
Int.~ Drivers

.Information
Call now for best SPRING BREAK
prices to South Padre (Free Meals).

A #1 Spring Break Hours & Hours

Cancun.
Jamaica,
Key West.
Panama City. Reps needed ...
Travel Free, Earn Cash.
Group
Discount
Rates
for
6+.
www.leisuretours.com/800-8388203.

of Free Drinks! Earn 2 Free Trips &
$$$$$! Cancun, Jamaica. Florida,
Barbados, Bahamas Lowest Prices
/ Best Meal Plan 1-800-426-7710 /
www.sunsplashtours.com

.Help

Confidential

Wanted

HIV and Sexually

testing and
Fe'stive
treatment in private medical office.
Events is looking for outgoing peoSee www.robertaylormd.com.
617ple to learn OJ entertaining.
Great
232-1459. Brookline.
source of extra cash. Full training
provided! Must have car. Must be
available weekends.
Call 1-508- Advertising Policy
881-1095 for more info.
Transmitted

Get Paid

Disease

To Party!!!!!

Classified

,EARN UP TO $480.00jMONTH!!

'Healthy
men needed
as sperm
donors. Must be 5'9" or taller,
age's
1.9-39.
Call California
Cryobank to see if you qualify @
(617) 497-8646!

ads are due at 4:30

and

must be prepaid and ,accompanied

by a

complete

address

Wanted.

Work at school
or our office.
Exciting Global Positioning System
software. Salary negotiable, full or
part-time.
www.teletype.com/gps.
call Ed Friedman, 734-9700.
Email
resume
to ed@teletype.com.

and phone number.

Send or bring ads, with
W20483

bers for Mil

MA 02139).

(fax:

Account

departments

Sorry, no Mpersonal.
office

payment,

to

(84 Mass. Ave., Room 483,

Cambridge,

Visual C++ Programmers

p.m.

two days before day of publication,

ads. Contact

for more details
258-8226)

num-

accepted.
our

at 258-8324
or

ads@the-

Cambridgeside Galleria Mall, Cambridge
South Shore Plaza, Braintree
• Holyoke Mall, Holyoke
Burlington Mall, Burlington

tech.mit.edu.
$5 per Insertion

per unit of 35 words.

Ke

Code

16

December 1, 199

sig Ep, from Page I
afford any type of incidents to show
up, and I really felt disappointed."
Since the ov. 21 vote, the
IT

administration has taken no action
again t the
IT chapter, although
"we could
till discuss it," said
Ro alind H. William , dean of student and undergraduate education.

• t this point our main con rn i
with the national action and their
review," he said.
" ational ha done the functional
equivalent of uspending," Williams

hat we can to help that proc s
move forward," she said. • Whether
or not we will take eparate action
will depend on what happens for that
review.
0 deci ion has been made
one way or the other."
"The actions of the national and
the alumni eem entirely appropriate," said Andrew M. Eisenmann
'70, a sociate dean for residence lifi
and student life programs.
According to Duane H. Dreger
'99, president of the Interfraternity
Council, the IFC has not officially
heard about Sig Ep's suspension
and has taken no action yet.
do

aid.'
T ha not taken th action,
which eemed redundant."
William indicated that after the
national's review, MIT may take further action. "Our main concern is to

embers seeing housing choice
Even before Sig Ep announced
the decision, MIT brothers had been
turning in a number of requests for .
on-campus housing. Fourteen of the
approximately
50 members of Sig
Ep have requested on-campus housing as of yesterday. Twelve of the
14 are upperclassmen,
said .Phillip
M. Bernard, program director of
residential life.
"Although freshmen are guaranteed housing, upperclassmen
are
prioritized
by when they make
requests," said Bernard. Housing
requests have come from Sig Ep
members
throughout
the term,
although most have been entered in
the past two weeks, he said.
"At this point, we don't know
who's g.oing to be here" after the
member interviews,
said Kevin
Stange '99, former president of Si
Ep. Members of the local fraternity
will be reviewed individually by the
advisory council.
Douglas E. Heimburger
contributed to the reporting of this story.

ANNIE S. CHOI-THE TECH

Center Terraun Jones '01 rises over his opponents from Tufts University during MIl's
duPont Gymnasium.

first home basketball game Saturday night In

Student Travel Specialists, LOWEST
student and facl,Jlty discount airfares.
HELLER
TRAVEL

You just can't get it
anywhere else/

~

1046Massachusetts Avenue at Bertdee
Boston. MA 02115. (617) 236--4300
email: hellerObertdee.edu

Drop Off a Resume,
Get a Slice!

Free Pizza!
W3Health, the brainchild of some
MIT folks, is a (Boston-bas"ed)
software company that uses Internet
technology to create solutions for the
healthcare industry. We're looking for

software developers
and .wewant to meet you!

Tuesday, December 1st, in
room 4-153 from 6:00 to
8:30 pm.
A little conversation,
a little pizza, maybe the
opportunity to get on the ground floor of a growing
company and maybe, just maybe, become ajillionaire ...

~

Annual
MIT "Faculty CluJ)
.'Holiday.,Buff~t .
Monday, December 14, 1998
2 Seatings:
ll:30 a.m.
12:45 p.m.
$10.95 per person
reservations requireq
call 253-2111

~11
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.
-

.... ....
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On Wedn sday, December 2,

)

1998, Foreign Languages and
Literatures '11 spon or an open
hOll e for all int rested students
from 4-6pm in 14E-304. All
undergraduat s are invited to come
and meet the faculty from FL&L.
If you ha e e er thought about
taking a class in FL&L, concentrating, minoring or majoring in a language, or if you have any questions
about Spring '99 classes, transfer
credit, or study abroad, please stop
by for refreshments
and conversation.

( ~omatter how much
of it you have left.)
Fui,- s/lin. li{:h( ('yell onil U
to [)uI'n

ill

tlH.'

1';:1//(:" ,-ixh.
rc-gl//orly.
unusual.

'UII,

(('ndell('.11

a/tiC! pul

11011

at u

'c!, I'XO'!li,W yv'u,. sll;"

II you find

1(('('

youI'

ullyl},;n4
c/"I'molo/()!!isl.

FL&L

This space donated by The Tech
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I?utting together a newspaper takes a lot of hard work, cooperation, and creativity. We
do it every StJnday,Monday,Wednesday,and Thursday.
Drop by our offi~e on the fourtH floor 'of the Student Cent.er at 6 p.m. Sundaysfor
dinner anq our 5 p.m. weekly news meeting, or come by any night to see us put the
, issue together. Or help out - no experience necessary. Really!
If you want to writ~ arts, sports, opinion or news stories, if you want to take pictures or
lay things out, if computers are your thing, or if businessand advertising are more your
style, come by our office (Student Center, Room 483) or call Doug .or Josh at 253-1541
to be on ~our way to joining the staff of MIT's oldest and largest newspaper!

CANCUN

# I SPRING BREAK DESTINATION
FREE MEALS DRINKS & ACTMTIES

.

MAZATLAN
MEXICO'S NEWEST HOT SPOT
(NO«TH Of ACN'UlCO)

\

EXClUSIVE FlIGHTS VIA TWA

LET'S PADRE
SOUTH PADRE ISLAND
EXCLUSIVE FLIGHTS VIA TWA

CteatiWt«im

siDlagriled

lobsMr_lllOA&lHlI'

'rtWieMj.lm'

1»0

IAMAICA

atnMttphlle.

i~

ReSer~J)81
6l1i7494
Loca te<LoatediJEdjj~pa&Hilte&ttMlT
2 a s:28 . ~8~t:Cuahridp

~.-~

MONTEGO BAY & NEGRIL

1.0 all.
at
i dg e

BEST PRICES - BEST PARTIES!

MIT

~

Ask about our New Year's Eve Dmner Package

SUMMER 1999

SO YOU'RE GOOD IN MATH

RESEARCH EXPERIENCES FOR UNDERGRADUATES
MIT HAYSTACK OBSERVATORY

If you have a strong math aptitude and a business orientation, (math major not
required) the actuarial profession offers unlimited career potential.
The Equitable, a financial giant, is one of the nation's largest insurance companies.
As a member of our Actuarial Development Program, your skills will be developed
through a series of varied job assignments and continued formal education.
A unique work-study summer Internship is also available ..
(Housing will be provided for interested students.)
To schedule an interview on February 5 for a summer or full-time position submit your
resume electronically to JOBTRAK by January 22. 1999.

Assistant

Jean L. Gee, FSA
.
Vice President and Actuary

EQUITABLE
Membe:-of the Global.

Group

1290 AVENUEOF THE AMERICAS, NEW YORK, NY 10104
EQUAL OPPORTUNITY

Undergraduate science, mathematics, and engineering students are
invited to apply for summer research positions at the MIT Haystack
Observatory in Westford, MA. Research projects include radio
astronomical studies, atmospheric physics investigations, and hardware and software development for data acquisition, processing,
and recording systems, The positions are nominally three mpnths it]
duration (June-August) and carry a stipend of $140o-1600/month
depending on academic level and ~xperience. Women, minorities,
. and students with disabilities are encouraged to apply. For further
infonnation and application materials write to:
Drrector/REU Program
MIT Haystack Observatory
Off Route 40
Westford,MA
91886-1299
Tel:

Fax:

(978) 692-47~4
(781) 981-0590

email: jsignorello@haystack.mit.edu

Application deadline is February 8,1999.
MIT is an affirmative action/equal opportunity employer.

EMPLOYER

.

.

In the competitive market of today, the more
skills you have, the better off you are.
Employers are more likely to hire people with design and layout experience. These
skills are extremely beneficial during presentations, both in your academic career.
and your professional one.

r

So come by The Tech and learn some basic concepts of design and lay0ut. Not
only do you get to help work -qn the oldest and largest newspaper at, MIT, but you
get to use state-of-the-a~ equipment and software to learn very valuable skills.
,

,

If you're intere'sted in improving your chances ..of getting a great job, whether it's
just an internship or a whole career, call Erica at 253-1541 or come by The Tech
office at any time.
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Significant C anges
Ananclal

AId, from Page 1

packages with the early action acceptances.
All of the e proposals are still
being con idered, Abel on said.
There will be no decision reached on
financial aid policies for the next few
weeks. MIT still needs to determine
if there is enough money within the
budget to support these proposals.
Also, it is not known if any of these
policies will be retroactive, or if they
will only apply to newly admitted
students.
"Making the policies retroactive
will make it four times as expensive
for MIT," Abelson said. "It is still a
better choice to make the new policies retroactive."

now a competitive weapon used by
schools to attract students."
Although other schools have
tensive changes in their basic
financial aid policies, MIT does not
intend to follow their lead, Abelson
said. "MIT is still committed to its
policy of need-blind admission and
need-based financial aid," he said.
"MIT should compete with other
colleges on the basis of cost and
value without compromising needbased aid and admission," Abelson
said.
The group's research revealed that
43 percent of undergraduates are paying the full $33,000 each year to
attend MIT. Moreover, 50 percent are
paying more than $25,000 without
outside scholarships to attend MIT
this year.
The group also surveyed students
with Scholastic Assessment Test
math scores over '720 who did not
apply to MIT. One of the main reasons, that these students did not apply
was the cost, the group's findings
said When this survey was narrowed
to potential science and engineering
students, cost was the largest single
reason that the students did not apply.
MIT began redesigning its financial aid policies last year by cutting
.e
self-help portion of a financial aid
-Package by $1,000.
More alumni programs

Some schools, such as Vassar
College, have completely dropped
need-blind
admissions,
whereas
Johns
Hopkins
and
Brown
Universitie~ are slowly moving away
from that policy.
Other schools are adapting a policy in which a student is admitted to
the school, but is denied financial aid
if he is near the bottom of the admitted class. Harvard University has
adopted a policy of "differential
packaging" in which financial aid is
based solely on family income, but
the grant/loan split is based on the
desirability of the student.
The California
Institute
of
Technology is turning to merit-based
aid in order to attract their top stu. dents. Their top twenty students in
each class will receive full scholarships to Caltech regardless of their
financial situation.
Additionally, many second-tier
schools are attempting to lure top students' away from the top universities
by giving out lucrative financial aid
packages.
MIl' does not practice any of
these policies. "Financial aid and
admis~ions are not under the same
office," Abelson said. "Admissions
'representatives don't know an applicant's financial aid situation, and the
financial aid department only knows
the financial aid form and that the
student is admitted."
In a letter to last year's admitted
students, Harvard encouraged students to bring in other financial aid
offers in order to discuss a change in
the student's financial aid package.
Unlike Harvard, MIT will not compete with other financial aid offers.

suggested

The group proposed that MIT
make itself a better value for the
money by having more services for
alumni and alumnae. One idea is to
have the Dean's .office collaborate
with the Alumni Association to pro,vide more programs and continuing
education.
MIT also plans to encourage more
p~ople to apply, Abelson said. The
group suggested that there should be
more progralT),Sto ~a~e p~pl~ awa~e
of the Institute's financial aid policies. Also, MIT needs to market itself
better, he said. The admissions office
should do financial aid publicity to let
people know the value they are getting for their money by attending
MIT.
. The group also urg~d MIT to help
their students find outside scholarships to help with the cost of an MIT
education. To compete with other
schools, the group proposes that MIT
should send out potential financial aid

office has always

been a place
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AND

LINE,

SIGNAL

STRATEGIES

EMERGENCY

FOR

RESPONSE.

LIST PRO,-",ECT DESCRIPTIONS:

HTTP://wEB.MIT.EDU/cIVENV/RESEARCH/uROP.HTML
CYNTHIA

STEWART

253-9723

I -28 I

STEWART@MIT.EDU
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ATTENTION!!!

,.MIT SENIORS**

& GRADUATE

STUDENTS

Do you enjoy working with people?
Are you good at solving problems?
Become a

RESIDENT

TUTOR

oftllllfS

WED., 1/13/99, 5:30-6:30PM*
TANG HALL, 24TH FLOOR

inswJoj.

Rmv=ber, if_

leave. Use a loWCtwatt bulb

many lights

llICSh

your face, don't let

paper when writing a memo.

fall behind. Take a look

AND

TUES., 12/1/98, 5:30-6:30PM*
WED., 12/2/98, 1-2PM*
PDR 1&2, 3rd FLOOR, STRATTON STUDENT CENTER

}«Ire

1J_95%btlmD"'~

resourcessun

CIVIL

IF YOU 'ARE INTERESTED, PLEASE ATTEND ONE OF THE
FOLLOWING INFORMATION SESSIO S:

aIuminwn cans and one for

the copier, only

also a place where a

lot of nawral

IN

In an
UND~RGRADUATE RESIDENCE HALL

Set up a recycling bin for

work. When }UU're
at

OPPORTU ITIES

~tead of throwaway cups.

ways }QU can produce less
waste

U ROP

GRADUATE

BE LESSPRODUCTIVE
'AT THE OFFICE.
~

.PAID FRESHMA

WHY

Other schools see major shifts

1998

SPRI G

~tupJ-

MON., 2/1/99, 5:30-6:30PM*
PDR 1&2., 3rd FLOOR, STRATTON .STUDENT CENTER
*THERE WILL BE PIZZA AND SODA AVAILABLE!
**MIT Seniors - You can submit an applic.ation prior to acceptance to
an MIT graduate program.
For more'information or to pick up an applicaiton, stop by the Office of
Residential Life and Student Life Programs in W20-549, or call 253-6777.
Or go to the web at
.

is ~
trash

thrown out in the
QIl5.

II
, T'

http://web.mit.edu/residence/www/tutor/app.html
Application deadline is February 8th, 1999
for the 1999-2000 academic year.

SAC
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We bet itS a lot.
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YOU CAN GET REAL BOARD.
EXPERIENCE AS A

STUDE T DIRECTOR
OFTHECOOP
Join us on Thursday December 3, 1998
from 6:00 to 8:00 for refreshments and an.
opportunity to chat with student and
non-student members of The Coop
. Board of Directors.
We'll meet in ~hew 11, Main Dining Room
Please RSVP by December 1 at .
info@thecoop.com ?f call 617-499-2025

