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By Sarah Y. Kelghtley
EDITOR IN CHIEF

The Student Center Athena clus-
ter was bustling with activity yester-
day evening as small groups of
freshmen gave out happy cries and
disappointed groans. They had just
received their dormitory assign-
ments threough electronic mail.

About 760 students have
received assignments, and another
44 will have to wait until the second
round of the housing lottery, accord-
ing to Assistant Dean for Residence
and Campus Activitics Andrew M.

Housing, Page 7

New Student
Housing
Assignments

Dormitory New students

1993 1994
Baker House 87 98
Bexley Hall N/A a5
Burton House 110 a0
East Campus 143 103

MacGregor House 62 74

MeCormick Hali 64 88
New House 52 49
Next House N/A 116
Randorn Hatl 30 25
Senior House 47 587
Spevial assignments

Chocolate City 10 7
French House 6 7
Genman House G 2
Russian House 5 <
Spanish House E3) 6

*Unofficial resutls after third round lottesy.
Statistics compiled from housing. om
assignment, and derrmitery rush chairs.
**Sratistics from Residence and Campus
Activities,

By Stacey E. Blau

Forty-eight percent of the fresh-
men who took the Freshman Essay
Evaluation received satisfactory
scores, up by 9 percent from last
year, according to Coordinator for
the Writing Requirement Leslie C.
Perelman. However, the number of
students passing the Pre-Calculus
Mathematics Diagnostic Exam
dropped by 9 percent fo 49 percent,
according to Peggy S. Enders, asso-
ciate dean of undergraduate acade-
miic affairs.

“The generai consensus was that
{the math exam] was harder, reflect-
ed in both the lower scores and the
increased length of time students
needed to complete the exam,” said

Professor of Mathematics Arthur P.
Mattuck, who wrote both this year’s
and last year’s mathematics exams.

The exams, administered each
year to freshmen and transfer stu-
dents, arc used as gauges of stu-
dents” abilities in expository writing
and pre-calculus skills.

Esszy topics: difficulty, diversity

Of the 1032 students who took
the essay evaluation, 48 percent, or
495 students, passed the exam,
Perelman said. Thirty-six students,
or 3 percent, passed conditionally
— meaning that they will have to
attend a two-hour workshop to
review the minor flaws in their
essays.

An additional 401, or 39 percent,

je Essay Rises

received a score of “not acceptable”
because they did not show profi-
ciency in expository writing. The
remaining 100 students, or {0 per-
cent, received a score of “not
acceptable —— subject recommend-
ed,” meaning that the students could
benefit immediately from taking a
writing subject but are not required
to do so.

The two-hour essay test consist-
ed of a narrative and an argumenta-
tive essay, the same format as last
year. The narrative essay offered
students the choice of two topics: to
describe a situation in which they
encountered a difficuity with
bureaucracy and how they resolved
it, or to tell about an experience they
had with people diffcrent from

themselves and what they learned
from it.

The argumentative question,
which only had one possible topic,
focused on the issue of pirated soft-
ware on computer networks.

“Designing these questions is not
an easy task given the constraints
we have,” Perelman said. “The
gquestions mugt be accessible to
1100 diverse students. I am always
on the Toekout for guestions for next
vear.” ‘

Trigonometry worst area

The math diagnostic exam high-
lighted weaknesses that students
may have with pre-calculus skills,

Tests, Page 7
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8.01 Changes Format

To Smaller

By Daniel C. Stevenson
ASSOCIATE NEWS EDITOR

Physics 1 (8.01), a course taken
by approximately 600 freshmen in
the fall term, was extensively
changed this past summer, accord-
ing to Professor of Physics Wit
Busza, designer of the new course.
The lecture and recitation system
was restructured, and a new 300-
page study guide was writien by
Busza and Profecssor Susan
Cartwright of Sheffield University
in England, to reflect a mode! used
by Princeton University.

Instead of three large lectures
and two recitations each week, stu-
dents will attend two small lectures
of 16 students and onc large lecture
for all of the students. Busza will
teach the large lecture. which will
include demonstrations and provide
“a little bit of a global philosophical
outline” for the course, he said.

Another difference is that the new

Lectures

course will not have any graded home-
work problems, Busza said. “Instead,
we monitor your progress through
short weekly quizzes which contribute
to your final grade,” he satd.

“The basic idea is that you arc in
charge of your own learning, whiic
we provide you with the help and
resources you will need.” Busza
said. This way, students can struc-
ture the course to take maximum
advantage of what they already
know and concentrate on material
that is new and difficult, he said.

Another difference is the amount
of help available for students, Busza
said. Along with the extensive hints
and solved problems in the study
guide, “every Thursday from 7 p.m.
to 9 p.m. a horde of teaching assis-
tants and faculty will be available to
help” students with any questions,
he said. Students are also encour-

8.04, Page 7
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Calif. Supreme Court Ruling
Could Affect 0.J. Simpsen’s Trial

LOS ANGELES TIMES

SAN FRANCISCO

In a case that could affect the admissibility of DNA evidence in
the O.]. Simpson murder trial, the California Sunreme Court began
deliberating Monday whether to give trial judges greater fiexibility to
allow scientific evidence at trials. ,

The high court, hearing oral arguments in a Huntington Beach,
Calif., drunk driving case, has been asked by California Attorney
General Dan Lungren to broaden the state’s evidence rules to allow
controversial DNA testing. Under current law, scientific evidence can
be admitted if it is generally accepted by the scientific community.

Members of the court, however, provided little insight into their
thinking on the DNA 1ssue, dwelling largely on questions about a
common ficld sobriety test in which police officers check the eye
movements of suspected drunk drivers.

The drunk driving case comes before the court on the heels of a
U.S. Supreme Court decision adopting the broad standard advocated
by Lungren that would give trial judges more discretion in the kinds
of scientific evidence they admit.

But some prosecutors -—— as well as public defenders and corpo-
rate defense attorneys — worry that such a standard would open the
door for all kinds of “junk science™ that could be difficuit for trial
judges to sort out.

Lockheed, Martin Marietta
Agree to Form Defense Colossus

LOS ANGELES TIMES

WASHINGTON

Lockheed and Martin Marietta, the nation’s second- and third-
largest defense contractors, disclosed late Monday an agreement to
merge the two companies, creating an aerospace colossus with $23
bitlion in annual sales.

The deal dramatically accelerates the pace of defense industry
consolidation, which is concentrating arms-making in the hands of a
few major contractors and boosting the industry’s efficiency — but at
the cost of thousands of jobs across the country.

The deal, described as a “merger of equals,” will involve a stock
swap valued at $10 billion and create a company with 170,000
employees, making this by far the biggest in a series of successively
larger defense industry combinations.

The new company would control as much as 20 percent of U.S,
defense spending, leaving rivals struggling to match its unparalicled
financial, technical and political power.

A combination would give the company market power in virtually
every major high technology market segment, dwarting such tradi-
tional high-tech giants as Hughes Aircraft Co., Northrop-Graomman
Corp., Loral Com. and TRW. '

World Religions Split Deeper
Before Population Conference

LOS ANGELES TIMES

UNITED NATIONS

Religious battle Tines tightened Tuesday for the upcoming Interna-
tional Confcrence on Population and Development in Cairo, Egypt,
as Saudi Arabia and Sudan withdrew and two other Muslim states
downgraded their missions.

The Roman Catholic Church has mounted a spirited attack on the
conference’s draft proposals for several months, castigating the dis-
cussions of birth control and abortion as immoral. But the chorus of
derision also has swelled in recent weeks from Muslims who insist
that the subjects are abhorrent and contrary to Islamic faith.

Critics have accused Pope John Paul I of seeking an alliance with
Islamic extremists to oppose the conference, but the Vatican has
denied it. ' .

U.N. Secretary-General Boutros Boutros-Ghali, an Egyptian who
belongs to his country’s Coptic Christian minority, professed a lack
of concern over the withdrawals from the conference. He told
reporters U.N. member states “are free to come or not to come” to
such conferences.

Muslim distaste for the conference is so great that some faithful
fited a lawsuit trying to force its cancellation, accusing the UN. of
organizing a conference that ran counter to Islamic beliefs. But an
Egyptian court, after a 30-second hearing, rejected the suit Tuesday,
stating Egyptian President Hosni Mubarak had the right to invite the
conference to Egypt.

WEATHER

Rain Expected

NATIONAL WEATHER SERVICE

A high pressure system will move out to sea to our south this
morning. Low pressure from the Tennessee and Ohic valleys will
approach western New England late today, then track through south-
ern New England tonight and tomorrow.

It will be mostly cloudy today, and rain is likely across the region
tonight and early tomorrow, followed by clearing late tomorrow.

Today: Mostly cloudy with a 40 percent chance of light rain
towards evening. High 70 to 75°F (21 to 24°C). Wind becoming

-southwest 10 to 15 mph (16 to 24 kph).

Tonight: Rain likely. Low near 60°F (16°C). Chance of rain is 70
percent.

Thursday: Light rain or drizzle likely in the moming, mostly
cloudy in the afternoon. High 65 to 70°F (18 to 21°C). Chance of rain
is 60 percent.

Friday: Sunny and cool. Highs in the 60s (18°C). Lows in the 40s

(7°C).

By Norman Kempster

and Stanley Melsler
LOS ANGELES TIMES

WASHINGTON

The Clinton adminisiration won
rhetorical backing from Caribbean
republics Tuesday for an invaston of
Haiti, but came away virtually
empty in its attempt to sign up ailies
for military action to restore ousted
Pesident Jean-Bertrand Aristide to
power.

“Our governments are equaliy
united in their determination to take
ail necessary means to carry out the
(U.N.) Security Council mandate to
restore the democratic process in
Haiti,” U.S. and Caribbean officials
said in a joint statement issued after
a meeting in Kingston, Jamaica.

But only four of the 11 member
countries of the Caribbean Commu-
nity agreed to contribute troops and
they said that together they could

“supply only a single company —

266 soldiers — to a U.S_-led inva-
sion force thai is expected to total
10,000 or more, according ic news
agency accounts from the Jamaican
capital,

Although U.S. officials say they
still hope to resolve the issue peace-
fully, they admit that an invasion is
becoming increasingly likely. At the
United Nations, Secretary-General
Boutros Boutros-Ghali admitted
failure Tuesday in a last-ditch
attempt to persuade the military
government of Lt. Gen. Raul Cedras
to step aside in favor of Aristide,
who was deposed in 2 bloody coup
in September 1991, _

Boutros-Ghali informed the
Security Council in a closed meet-
ing that his special mission had
failed and that he would do 1o wiore
for now. “The initiative has not
been successful,” he told reporters

By Gabriel Escobar

THE WASHINGTON POST

SANTIAGO, CUBA

While attention has been focused
on rafters leaving Havana for the
United States, scores of Cubans
have been fleeing the southeastern
part of the island to head directly for
the U.S. navai base at Guantanamo,
40 miles away, according to resi-
dents here.

Unlike the chaotic exodus from
the capital, which thousands have
fled on makeshift rafts, residents
here described 2 much more orga-
nized effort involving dozens of
fishing boats, many of which were
stolen or commandeered from mari-
nas here and in surrounding towns.

Although comparatively small in
numbers, the steady migration from
this historic city — Cuba’s second
largest and one that prides itself on
being the cradle of the revolution -—
is a sign that the crisis has quietly
spread beyond Havana and into
arcas long admired for their com-
mitment to communism and to Pres-
ident Fidei Castro in particular.

Indeed, the naticnal silence that
has greeted the flight from the east-
ern provinces is seen by some here
as a calculated effort to lessen a
potentially serious moral blow to
the government.

It is difficuit to assess how many
people have left from here or other
seaside towns in the southeast over
the last two wecks. But the fact that
those who ventured out apparently
have chosen the base at Guan-
tanamo as their destination is evi-
dence that detention camps there are
imore a magnet than a deterrent, and

Support to Invade

afterward.

The U.S. government sent a
high-ranking delegation, led by
Deputy Secretary of State Strobe
Talbott and Deputy Defense Secre-
tary John Deutch, to Kingston in an
effort to assure the United States of
at ieast token international participa--
tion if it decides to go ahead with an
invasion. .

Talbott and Deutch are sched-
uled to return to Washington
Wednesday after an overnight trip
to the Dominican Republic to
inspect the porous Dominican-Hait-
ian border and to urge the authori-
ties in Santo Domingo to crack
down on cross-border smuggling.
Haiti and the Dominican Republic
share the island of Hispanota.

Jamaica, Trinidad-Tobago, Bar-
bados and Belize agreed to con-
tribute troops, although Jamaican
Foreign Minister Paul Robertson
told a news conference that the total
Caribbean contribution would be “a
fight company, approximately 266
troops.”

Robertson said Bahamas and
Guyana were considering joining
the force but had made no final
decision.

Despite the tiny size of the
Caribbean contribution, Talbott
called the meeting *‘a watershed”
because it guaranteed the United
States at least some foreign partici-
pation. The four countries were the
first to make a firm commitiment to
send troops.

Deutch said the Pentagon will
begin at once to give the Caribbean
contingent U.S. logistic support.

“The time for action has
arrived,” Deutch said. “There can be
10 doubt in anybody’s mind that the
muitinational force is going to
Haiti.”

Irgani;

that the base itself, at least for some
regidents in the southeast, is seen as
a viabie option.

Despite heavy security and a
minefield, concern that Cubans will
storm Guantanamo by land has been
expressed by both governments
from the onset of the crisis. On tele-
vision last Wednesday night, Presi-
dent Castro said he had ordered that
no Cubans be allowed to approach
the base by land to seek refuge
because that might ignite local con-
flict. Waterborne arrivals were not
addressed.

Residents of Guantaname City
say police now are restricting entry
to the town fo people who prove
they live there.

With access by Iand cut off, resi-
dents said waterfront areas such as
El Cangrejito, a marina by the bay
here, and other coastal towns just
east of here, became major taunch-
ing areas about two weeks ago.

Residents said police were con-
stantly present, inspecting boats,
settling disputes, controlling the
crowds and confiscating the identifi-
cation cards of those who were leav-
ing. As was the case in Havana,
warnings from U.S. officials that
Cubans faced lengthy detention and
no chance of migrating legally were
discounted.

Late Monday night, two boats
were moored at El Cangrejito and
apparently were set to leave with a
full complement of passengers.
Reports of pirating arc common,
and owners have become guarded
because people have been known to
board by force at the last minute.
Near one of the boats, where the

Those words seemed to predict
an imminent invasion but Peutch
explained that a multinational army
wiil be needed in Haiti in any event,
gither to invade and force out
Cedras or to help maintain order if
the military government gives way
peacefully. '

But U.S. officials said that with
the failure of the U.N. effort, the
chanices of a peaceful resolution of
the crisis were fast running out.

~Optionai add end)

Boutros-Ghali had dispatched an
aide, Rolf Knutsson, to meet with
intermediaries in the Dominican
Repubtic last week to find out if the
Haitian officers would accept a
high-level U.N. mission to discuss
their departure and the return of
Aristide, the winner of the only
internationally certified free and fair
election in the republic’s history.

But the intermediaries, according
to Alvaro de Sota, a senior political
adviser to the secretary-generai,
informed Knutsson that such a mis-
sion would be atlowed to meet only
with the civilian officials installed
by the military as a puppet govern-
mernt.

De Sota told reporters that the
Haitians also proposed a far differ-
ent agenda for a meeting. They
wanted to discuss a variety of
issues, but not not their resignations.

Boutros-Ghali told reporters that
he will suspend his initiative unless
he receives orders from the Security
Council to do otherwise.or he is
informed of a “drastic change” in
the attitude of Cedras. ‘

Cedras had agreed to give up his
command of the army under an
agreement that he and Aristide
signcd on Governors Island off the
tip of Manhattan more than a yvear
ago. But he later reneged on the deal.

Flee

ed Groups

crew and passengers reportedly
I‘lllml‘ﬂrﬂf“ }4’

butcher knife emerged from the
dark and retreated hastily without
answering questions.

For those who are in favor of the
exodus, these are the comprehensi-
ble acts of desperate men facing
desperate situations. And for those
who are fervent believers in Castro
and the revolution — and they are
not hard to find here — these are the
damnable acts of a minority that the
country is better off without.

“The revolution is stronger here
in Santiago, and Fidel has always
said so,” said Jose Betancourt, 25, a
dancer who was sitting with friends
across from the city's cathedral.
“There are people who are leaving
here, | have no doubt about that. But
these are people who don’t work,
who don’t study, who don’t apply
themselves to anythingE . Let those
people go, and leave behind only
those who are worthwhile.”

But even in this crowd there 18 a
recognition that the quality of life in
Santiago, as in the rest of Cuba, has
greatly diminished. And even
though they, like the government,
say the U.8. trade embargo is the
main cause of the dire economic sit-
uation, they concede there is a
domestic contribution.

a man helding a

To make matters worse, parts of

eastern Cuba were devastated by
heavy rains in May. Here and in the
town of Guantanamo, several hun-

dred homes were lost, thousands of

people had to be evacuated, and the
principal source of income for
many, the sugar harvest, was a prin-
cipal casualty.
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1ts Benefit

From ‘Commercial Diplomacy’

By David Holley
LOS ANGELES TIMES

BEUING

U.S. Commerce Secretary
Ronald H. Brown said Tuesday that
a new U.S. emphasis on “commer-
cial diplomacy” toward China is not
only producing big trade deals but
also progress on human rights.

A forma] UJ.S_-China dialogue on
human rights issues, suspended in
the spring, will resume in late Sep-
tember when Chinese Foreign Min-
ister Qian Qichen visits the United
States, Brown announced at a news
conference in Beijing.

While resumption of talks will
not automatically benefit Chinese
dissidents, Brown trcated renewal of
the dialogue as a significant step
forward.

U.S. Grants IRA

Since his arrival Saturday, exec-
utives of leading U.S. corporations
traveling with him have “already
signed agreements with a total value
of almost $5 billion,” Brown said.

The overall tone of Brown’s
remarks Tuesday, both at the news
conference and in 2 business lunch
speech, was the warmest by any top
U.S. official since the 1989 crack-
down on the Tiananmen Square pto-
democracy demonstrations.

President Clinton severed the
link between human rights and trade
issues in May. But Brown went fur-
ther in his comments Tuesday,
stressing that while the United
States wants to see human rights
progress here, threats are of no use.

The mood of exhilarated opti-
mism, reminiscent of attitudes often

shown by high-level U.S. delegations
to China in the 1970s and 1980s, also
was evident among the 24 chief
executive officers of leading U.S.
corporations traveling with Brown.,

“]’ve been extremely pleased
with the dialogue, with the opening
up,” said Leslie McCraw, chairman
and chief executive officer of Fluor
Corp. “The attitude of the Chinese
has been exceptionally positive. E
We view China as clearly one of the
great emerging market opportunities
for a company like ours.”

Brown’s visit marks a shift of
the main focus in U.S.-China rela-
tions “to business issues, commer-
cial issues, rather than philosophical
issues,” McCraw said. “I think these
other agendas can be addressed if
we are engaged commercially.”

Members Visas

To Help Negotiate Cease-Fire

By Thomas W. Lippman
THE WASHINGTON POST

WASHINGTON

Anticipating an announcement
that the Irish Republican Army will
proclaim a cease-fire, the Clinton
administration Tuesday allowed two
prominent IRA members to enter
the United States on a dipiomatic
mission to sell the new strategy fo
the U.S. Irish community.

1.8, officials said reports from
Ireland of an imminent cease-fire
are apparently accurate, and con-
firmed the Clinton administration is
considering an increase in the annu-
al U.S. contribution to an Irish eco-
nomic development fund once the
cease-fire is in place.

Diplomatic reports and news
accounts from Ireland and Britain
said the IRA is planning to
announce within the next day or two

a cease-fire in its long-running guer-

rilla campaign against British rule in
Northern Ireland. The announce-
ment would cap a two-year effort by
London and Dublin to persuade the
IRA to give up bombings and assas-
sinations in exchange for a seat at
the negotiating table where the
future of British rule in Northern
Ireland would be determined.

If the IRA is sincere in its report-
ed commitment— and if it can
deliver on its promises to end the
violence that has been its chief

weapon — the cease-fire could

mark a major turning point in Irish
history. But it also could ignite a
new round of terrorism, this time
from Protestant extremists fearing
Protestant domination of Northemn
Irish life would be threatened by
IRA gains in political negotiations.

If there turns out to be a near-
miracle of negotiating skill that
would satisfy the militants of Notth-
ern Ireland’s Catholic minority
without jeopardizing the British sta-
tus of the Protestant majority, the
Clinton administration might be pre-
pared to increase its contributions to
an international Irish economic
development fund, officials said.

The current U.S. contribution is
$19.6 million a year.
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Year-long FBI Case Ends in Capture

Of Most-Wanted Computer Hacker

LOS ANGELES TIMES

LOS ANGELES

An FBI agent caught one of the nation’s most-wanted computer
hackers in a foot chase Monday in West Los Angeles, where the fugi-
tive was sighted about two blocks from the FBI’s office after spend-
ing nearly a year on the run.

Justin Tanner Petersen, who has claimed that he worked under-
cover helping the FBI track down other criminal hackers, had been
sought by federal agents since he fled while awaiting sentencing on a
conviction stemming from the hacker underground’s most sensational
scam — hijacking radio station phone lines in Southern California to
win contests with prizes ranging from new cars to trips to Hawaii.

Petersen, who faces up to 40 years in prison and fines of up to
$1.5 million, was caught after a short foot chase that began outside an
apartment building where an agent saw him getting out of a BMW,
just blocks from the FBI's offices in the Westwood section of Los
Angeles.

“It was superb police work by some very dedicated agents,” said
Assistant U.S. Attorney David Schindler, who would not reveal any
other details of the capture.

Fighting Dashes Hopes of Peace
In Afghanistan

THE WASHINGTON POST

NEW DELHI, INDIA

Fierce rocket and artillery duels have killed more than 800 people
in Kabul this summer, demolishing hopes that two international peace
missions launched this past spring can lead to a cease-fire and an end
to Afghanistan’s civil war,

Shifting alliances among feuding warlords have led to intensified
fighting that this year has claimed almost 5,000 lives, wounded more
than 25,000 and forced 600,000 people to flee Kabul, the capital.

And despite clear evidence that Afghanistan’s people are terribly

. weary of war, fighting in recent months has spread to areas of the

country that have not seen battle in years, including Mazar-¢ Sharif in
the north and Herat in the west.

The faltering peace efforts demonstrate the difficulty of resolving
the crisis in Afghanistan, which began when the Soviet Union invaded
the country in 1979. After joining forces for 13 years to expel the Sovi-
ets and topple its communist successor regime in 1992, Afghanistan’s
warlords have been unable to agree on which of them should run the
country. The dispute has degenerated into a brutal power struggle
based on centuries-old religious, ethnic and tribal rivalries.

The renewed fighting has dashed slim hopes that peace missions
by the United Nations and the Organization of Islamic Conference,
both of which sent special envoys to Afghanistan this past spring,
will succeed.
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The Plight of UROP: Live and Let Die?

Column by Raajnish A. Chitaley

Even if you were hibernating in a Course
VI iaboratory last term, you heard about the
crisis with the Undergraduate Research
Opportunities Program. Unlike most events
that wax and wane at MIT, this one captured
our attention. Ask the average undergraduate
about the Center for Materials Research in
Archaeology and Ethnology closure dispute or
the sudden death of Constantine B. Simonides
’57, and you're likely to recetve a blank stare.

The UROP crisis was different — it was
our bread and butter issue. But I think most of
us have probably put UROP aside since last
year. There hasn't been much news, and
we’ve been away for awhile. And UROP is
admittedly more stable now than at the end of
last term. Let me tell you why you should stiil
care about UROP.

For the freshmen and those with their
heads in their nerd kits last year, let me give
yout a brief history. Last fall, MIT was told
that an important set of government account-
ing reguiations (commonly referred to as Cir-
cular A21) would be implemented beginning
in July of this year. The regulations are far too
complex to be explained here, but they essen-
tially “tax” government research spending.
Despite a concerted lobbying effort, the
administration was unable to rcverse the
harmful treatment of UROP under this rule,

editor, news editors, and opinien editors.

paper.

days before the date of publication.

Opinion Policy
Editorials, printed in a distinctive format, are the offictal opin-

ion of The Tech. They are written by the editorial hoard, which con-
sists of the chairman, editor in chief, managing editor, executive

Dissents, marked as such and printed in a distinctive format, are
the opinions of the signed members of the editorial board choosing
to puhlish their disagreement with the editorial.

Columns and editorial cartoons are written by individuals and
represent the opinion of the author, not necessarily that of the news-

Letters to the editor are welcome. They must be typed, double-
spaced and addressed to The Tech, P.O. Box 397029, Cambridge,
Mass. 02139-7029, or by interdepartmental mail to Room W20-
483, Electronic submissions in plain text format may be mailed to
letters@the-tech.mit.edu. All submissions are due by 4 p.m. two

One indirect consequence of this account-
ing chanpe was that the cost of hiring under-
graduates for research with government funds
more than doubled. More recent developments
have reduced the impact of this “tax,” but it
still remains at about 60 percent or so. (For
precise rules, contact the UROP Office.) The
situation was most bleak before the beginning
of the summer. When the situation became
intractable, the Provost at last piedged one
million dollars from the Institute’s endow-
ment to save UROPs for the summer.

As part of the brouhaha last term, three
UROP students (yours truly included) went to
Washington, D.C. (thanks to money from the
Provost’s Office), and lobbied the government
to revert the accounting treatment of UROP,
We were stariled by the response to our jum-
ket; people were surprised and pleased to see
actual living, breathing undergraduates —
particularly those doing research.

The fact of the matter is that many people
i Washington seemed tired of sceing faculty
and administrators acting for undergraduates.
They were happy to sce undergraduates who
weren't whining about everything all the time
— not that MIT undergraduates ever whine,
And with the unflinching support of the MIT
Washington Office, we were to leave a posi-
tive impression about government support for
undergraduate research,

With this advantage, we were able to make

some headway with “the players” on this
issue. Our victory, unfortunately, was a small
one, especially because the follow-through on
the administration’s part was lost in the fray
of other MIT lobbying. In a nutshell, that’s
what happened to UROP: It was lost in the
fray. For those in the senior administration,
UROP was only one priority on & tong list of
priorities, and those in the UROP Office or
the Office of the Dean for Student Affairs
cannot always converge their attention on
UROP when necessary.

If that’s not enough of a problem, MIT
itself (often through the well-intentioned but
conservative Comptroller’s Office) often
interprets rules in a way detrimental to UROP.
And only recently has UROP been allowed to
fund raise aggressively.

When push comes to shove, UROP is our
program. We share in a legacy passed down
25 years ago by a dean unknown to most
undergraduates. We cannot continue to rely
on the President, Provost, Comptroller, or
even the Dean’s Office to protect UROP —
from the federal government or MI1T itself. If
this means going to Washington and making
our case, or — God forbid — going to faculty
meetings and making noise, we'll have pick
up the ball and run with it. As undergraduadtes,
our responsibility to UROP can be nothing
less.

e ]

appropriate person.

Letters and cartoens must bear the author’s signatures, address-
¢s, and phone numbers. Unsigned letters will not be accepted. No
letter or cartoon will be printed anonymously without the express
priot approval of The Tech. The Tech reserves the right to edit or
condense letters; shorter fetters will be given higher priority. Once
submitted, all letters become property of The Tech, and will not be
returned. We regret we cannot publish ali of the letters we receive.

To Reach Us

The Tech s telephone number is (617) 253-1541. Electronic mail
is the easiest way to reach any member of our staff, Mail to specific
departments may be sent to the following addresses on the Internet:
ads@the-tech.mit.edu, news@the-tech.mit.edu, sports@the-
tech.mit.edu, arts@the-tech.mit.edu, photo@the-tech.mit.edu,
circ@the-tech.mit.edu (circulation department}. For other matters,
send mail to general{@the-tech.mit.edu, and it witl be directed to the
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HOUSE on Saturday,
September 10, at our
offices in the Student
Center (mom 483).

o ECT .

We'll have iree Tosci's

Ice Cream too!
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49 Percent Did Well
On Math Diagnostic

Tests, from Page 1

Enders said. The test consisted of
four five-problem sections in the
areas of aieebra; geometry and ana-
lytic geometry; trigonometry; and
iocgarithms, exponents, and complex
numbers,

About 49 percent or 535 of the
1090 students who took the exam,
received satisfactory scores. That
means “they have adequate pre-cal-
culus and problem-solving abili-
ties,” Enders said.

Another 382 freshmen received
unsatisfactory scores, meaning that
they showed weaknesses in two or
more areas on the test, and 174 stu-
dents performed poorly in only one
area, Enders said. This year’s fresh-
men took an average of 87 minutes
for the test; students last year took
only 70 minutes, she said.

Of all the areas tested,
“trigonometry was definitely the
worst” in terms of freshman perfor-
mance, according to Enders. ““A lot
of these students understand the
stuff. They’ve just forgotten.”

“Students with weak back-
grounds in pre-calculus tend to do
worse, particularly in Physics |
(8.01). About 15 percent get 2 D or
F,” Enders said. “Students really
need to have this material at their
fingertips. They need to be fluent in
it for both calculus and physics.”

Unlike last year, students with
unsatisfacory scores will not be
reguired to pass a second diagnos-
tic. Instead, study guides in each of
the four areas were produced for
students, Enders said.

Ifung Lu contributed to the
reporting of this story.

the Johnson Athletic Center.

Members of Club Chem demonstrate the ‘proper’ way to mix
ammonia and bleach at fast night’s Activities Midway held in

RICH FLEFTCHER—THE TECH
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GSC, from Page 1

said.

Kermode said that the GSC is
trying to expand the program by
adding more events this year. “We
feel like the GSC should be able to
unite graduate students and figure
out what they want and need " Ker-
mode said.

But administrative support
would not be unwelcome. “Com-
pared to undergraduate orientation,
we need more support from the
administration. Graduate students
don’t have the time.” Li said. Grad-
uate students sometimes have to ask
their faculty advisers if they can
spare the time away from their work
to volunteer, Li said.

*“It means a lot of work on our
part, but {1 think it provides us valu-
able learning experiences and a
sense of ownership in the Institute,”
Bambenek said. “Also, in a time of
financial difficuity it seems that this
is 2 good way to do it. A<; currcntly
uune we pmvsuc a l.{ucltll._y un}mrr
ence for new students.”

All this week, students can pick
up information at the GSC booth in
Lobby 10. The information inciudes
MBTA schedules and GSC activi-
ties schedules. Today's main events
are the English Evaluation Test, the

MIiT Fair, and various seminars
such as on-campus safety. Tradi-
tionally, the GSC’s most popular
orientation event is the Boston Har-
bor Cruise, which will tour Boston
Harbor Sunday evening.

One hitch this year was the trip
to Fenway Park Sept. 11 to watch
the Red Sox play against the Kansas
City Royals. The game may not be
played because of the strike.
“We’ve purchased tickets for the
game already, and if the strike gets
resolved and the game is held, we’ll
sell them,” Bambenek said.

F

Despite Slight Delay, Housing
Lottery Goes Smoothly

Housing, from Page 1

Eisenmann " 75.

This year students entered their housing prefer-
ences using the Athena Computing Environment.
Eisenmann processed this infermation using soft-
ware on his Macintosh. The results were then e-
mailed to the new students.

The new systern seems to have alleviated prob-
lems that came np last year. Last year’s freshmen
had to wait in long lines to receive their dormitoryas-
signments. Also, about 100 students had to wait fora
second lettery, and 55 had to wait again for a third
fottery.

Yesterday's messages were scheduled to be sent
out by 6 p.m., but there was some delay. The pro-
gram’s creator S. Anders Oakland had to deliberately
slow down the way the program sent mail because
he did not want to clog the mail server. Still, he had
planned to hiave the messages sent by 6 p.m.

Most students were happy with their permanent
housing assignments.

Pnya Bhargava *98 took some time before log-
ging in to learn her housing assignment. She said she
was really nervous because, “You have no idea
where you're going to end up.” She later found ocut
that she received her first choice, MacGregor House.

Still, some students were upset by the lottery
results,

Gina Ferrante "98 was assigned to Buarton House,
which was her fifth or sixth choice. “I blocked with a
friend of mine,” she said. “I'm very upset because
evervbody was telling me you get your first or sec-
ond choice.”

Lottery has full participation

(Gakland said that they were ““delighted by how
well the numbers added up.” The total number of
students with dormitory assignments and students
who have pledged fraternities or agreed to live in
independent living groups seems to equal the num-
ber of freshmen in the class, he said.

Eisenmann said that no one seems to have missed
out on the lottery. He did say that three or four stu-
dents missed Monday’s 3 p.m. deadline for particu-
lar reasons, and they entered their preferences manu-

ailly in the Residence and Campus Activities office.

The second round lotiery assignments will go
out today by 6 p.m., Eisenmann said. This still
enables students to attend possible in-house dormi-
tory rush events. The second round is necessary
because pledging is a continual process, Eisenmann
said. As students accept bids from fraternities,
some sororities, and other independent living
groups, new spaces are opened up in the dormitory
systemn, he said.

Several dormitories, including Baker House,
MacGregor, and McCormick Hall will be doing
room assignments before the freshmen actually
move in on Thursday, Eisenmann said. This means
that students will be able to move directly into their
fina! dormitory room.

In previous years, all freshmen started moving
into their permanent dormitory assignmenis after the
lottery results were released. They were then placed
in temporary rooms before in-house dormitory rush,
and had to wait a few days before getting their final
room assignments.

Hack assignments

Prior to receiving the actual mail from housing
lottery officials, some freshmen received messages
telling them that they had been given “a less tradi-
tional housing assignment,” For example, Eric M.
Nielsen "98 was assigned to W15-103, the Chapel,
and Piyush Bharti was assigned to 51-201, the Sail-
ing Pavilion.

The letter read: “Some of you at this point may
notice that you have been given a less traditional
housing assignment. ... You are one of the lucky few
randomiy chosen to have their requests withdrawn
from the normal housing lottery to allow you to par-
ticipate in this innovative new housing experiment.”
It is signed Jack Florey, a common pseudonym for
hackers.

Oakland said that his office was aware of these
messages. They decided not to try to remove them
from the system because they were “amusing.” He
hopes that not too many freshmen were confused by
the “hack” message.

In response to the joke, the real letter starts off:
“No, you haven't really been assigned to live in a
police cruiser, a freight elevator, or the chapel.”
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Includes Study Guide

8.04, from Page 1

aged to work together.

The changes to 3.01 will “pro-
vide an oppoertunity for the physics
departiment to influence the MIT
experience of all the students and lay
a good solid foundation for the rest
ol iheir carcer at MIT,” Busza said.

All problems solved

The study guide is designed to
help “a complete spectrum of stu-
dents,” Busza said. However, it is
not meant to be read cover to cover,
he said. The textbook will be the
book used in the 8.01L version of
8.01 last year: “University Physics”
by Hugh D. Young. which received
very good reviews fromstudents,
Busza said.

Each unit in the study guide
begins with a brief overview and a
list of ainis “detailing exactly what
you're cxpected to know by the end
of the week,” according to the
guide’s introduction.

Following the aims is a set of
sample quiz questions, a list of new

ideas for the lesson, and a summary
explaining the lesson along with
cross-references to the textbook,

A set of fully-worked example
problems and a sect of 10 regular
problems are followed by hints for
each problem. Finally, complete
answers are given to ¢very quiz
question, all of the problems, and
the hints.

“Every quiz, cxam, and final
exam problem will all be from the
problems™ in the study guide, with
minor modifications, Busza said.

Evaluation will take the form of
nine weekly quizzes and two large
review quizzces. Grades will be
determined by the top seven of the
nine weekly quizzes {35 percent),
both review quizzes (25 percent),
and a final exam (40 percent), Busza
said. The pass/fail mark has already
been set at 55 percent, he said.

Concerns addressed

One concern with the Princeton
program is that the course “has
become primarily a mechanism for
teaching physics problems”™ and that

less time is spent on discussing
important concepts, said Princeton
Professor Joseph Taylor in an inter-
view last spring.

“To address that concern, we’'ve
added a lot of material which trigs
to expiain what science is about
using mechanics.” Busza said. A
major portion of the weekly main
lecture will be an explanation of the
importance and meaning of the
topic in relation to physics and sci-
ence in general.

A concern raised by Professor of
Physics Walter H. G. Lewin, who
taught the older version of 8.01 for
three of the past four years, was that
students would not be abie to trans-
fer between their lecture sections.
“A large number of students are
going to be unhappy.” Lewin said in
an interview last spring. Forbidding
the transfers is an “insult to the stu-
dents,” he said.

However, the classes need to be
kept smail, Busza said, to make the
course effective. “Because of that,

there will be little flexibility in
switching between lectures,” he said.

Freshmen check in after successfully completing their MIT swim test Tuesday moming.
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Residence

Allday: Fenway House. FFMMMFFRE
continues! {That's movies) Callfor a ride~
437-1043*

All day: Epsilon Theta. Contribute your cwn
conspiracy theory to the pool. A new theory
every hour, Heated discussions led bgﬂleading
experis in the field, Call 734-9211 or MIT
extension 3-8888 for a ride*

All day: pika. Rush week is almost over and
academic origntation is starting to get into full
swing but that's no reason 10 stay on campus
all the time. Coime on over to pika and we'll just
hang out or we'll gg; in the back yard and shoot
some hoops. We have food avaiable ali day
and lots of comforiable furniture for you to relax
in and lots of interesting pecple to see while
you'ra hera. Why not just corme on by and relax
for a while. We may even do tye dying and
some more ambitious activities if you want to.
Just call 492-6983 anytime yourwant us 0 bring
you out to pika.*

10:24a: Fenway House. Elvis is alive and weli in
the back stairs. Gall for a ride— 437-1043*

11:462. Fenway House. Grumpy sleeping
bodies.*
12:34p: Fenway House. What is that, velvet?*

1:32p: Fanway House. | betthere are still movies
you haven't seen. Call for a ride— 437-1043*

1:58p: Fenway Fouse. Sarcasm at Fenway. Cali
for a snide— 437-1043*

2:12p: Fenway House. For alimited time oniy!
This special edition cne-cf-a-kind hand crafted
rush event can be yours now for just a quick
phone calit But wait! That's not all you get!*

2:13p: Fenway Heuse. Act now and you'll also
recaive thrilling tates of daring do and
mersiment! Call by 2:11p an 7you geta free set
of Ginsu knives! Act now! 437-1043! That's
437-10431*

3:29p: Fenway House. IThe were notan
ambassador, 1 would throw him against the wall
and RIP out his escphagus!*

4:32p: Fenway House. Nap time at Fenway.
Recline on the giant amosaba. Call fos a ride—
437-1043*

5:00p: pika. You've met the profs, naw where are
you goingto eat? Come on out to pika because
we're having pasta like food items as well as
tomatoe (tomato?) sauce and pesto (pestoe?).
It's & yummy italianmeal and you can get it only
at pika. Just call 492-6983 and a fine ltalian
sports car will swing your way (fina italian
sports car not included).*

5:14p: Fenway House. Fascinating. it seems to
be seme sort of energy field, Captian.
437-1043*

5:83p: pika. We're having dinner at pikal it's an
itadian meal and there's plenty of Pasta, Pesto,
and Sauce for everyona, so cali 492-5983 and
escape from the rigors of academic grientation
for a whilel*

2:07p: pika, Well Academic Orientation is over for
the moment. Comea on out to pika and hang cut
for & while. We'll have coffee, and cookies, and
mayhe even Peanut Buiter and Marshmatiow
Fluff sandwiches. Who cculd ask for mere! Call
492-6983 and we'll send the
Marshmallowmobite cutto get youl*

10:27p: Fenway House. But sericusly folks.
Tonight is the housing maeting at which rooms
areg decided for the termn. If you do want to live
here, you should be hete for this meeting. Call
for aride! 437-1043

Activities

All day: Science Fiction Society. The largest
public science fiction library known to mankind
will be open most of the hours between noon
ard midnight today. Come by the MIT Science
Fiction Society in w20-473 {4th floor ofthe
Studant Canter), relax, read a goad book, and
escapea the hetticnsass of rush,

12.30a: WMER 88.1 FM. Vibes. Boston's most
flaveriul hip-hop and dancehall mix.*

6:00a: WIMBR 88.1 FM. Dinosaur Free Radio. if
yau really have to be up this sarly*

8:00a: WMEH 88.1 FM. Breakfast of Champions.
Part of a complete breakfast.>

10.00a: WMBR 88,1 FM. Late Risers Club. Rock,
rack, and more rocik.*

12:00p: WMBR £8.1 FM, Lost and Fourd. The
hits and the urtknowns from the 60s and 70s.*

2:00p: WMBR 88.1 FM. Troubadour. Joan Baez
meets King Missle. Folk, blues, 50s, and moret*

3:00p: S.A.V.E.. Rush got you completely worn
cut? Still have enough energy to wander
through some green grass and beautiful

ardens? Then come with as we explors the
nald Arbaretum, leaving from Lobby 7. We're

SAVE, (Share A Viial Earth), MIT's
environmental action group. Want more info?
Call Laurel, 5-7569.*

4:00p: Science Fiction Soclety. Come to the
MIT Science Fiction Scciety (MITSFS) and see
allthe interesting things we have hanging on
the ceiling. Or just come and read the books. ™

4:00p: WMBR 88.1 FM. Straight Ahead Jazz.
Need we say more?*

S:OGF: Hillel. Barbecue — See the social side ot
Hillel as we cook some hamburgers and play

Aliz,

(Is this your reaction when you are asked tec
give a presentation to others?)

To learn how 1o improve your presentation
skilis and to look forward toc using them,
attend our next meeting:

Toastmastiers at MIT
Fri., September 9, 19384
12:05 - 1:30 p.m.
E19-220

Who? Me? Give
a presentation???

TOP TEN SCARIEST
PEOPLE ON EARTH
10. Prune-eating Sumo wrestler.
9. High-rise window cleaner
with bladder problem.
8. Near sigihted knife juggler.
7. Megalomariac Third
World Dictators.
6. Grown men named “Biff”’

. Heavily armed hot dog
vendors.

4. Carsick brother in the seat
next to you.

3. Brain surgeon with hiceups.

2. ne with a cranky
(/:f\goosiﬁon and a chainsaw.

. People who offer you drugs.

L]

This space donated by The Tech

some games, Free forall. {BBQ Pits near
Johnson. Rain Location: Hillel - Main Dining
Room.)*

5:30p: Korean Baptist Student olnonia.
Dinner at Chinatown and bowling/candlepin
{mest at student center steps niear Tosci's)*

6:00p: WMBR 88.1 FM. WMBR nighﬂy NeWs.
From the Pacifica news service.

6:30p: WMBR 88.1 FM. Black Persepctives.
Eostan's lengest running black public affairs
our.

7:00p: KOREAN STUDENTS ASSOCIATION.
ice cream saciall come meet the members of
ksa; room TBA*

7:00p: MIT Folk Dance Club. Israeil Folk
Daneing, every Wednesday 7-11 PM.
LOCATION: Labby of Bldg. 13. Come and join
us! Call x3-FOLK for mors information.*

7:30p: WMBR 88.1 FM. Say it Sister! Boston's
longest running feminist public affiars hour.*

8:00p: Science Fiction $ociaty. Looking for
something toread? The MIT Scliencs Fiction
Society (MITSFS) has hardeovers, paperbacks,
magazines, cbscure and ancient SF. as well as
the latest fitles. We've even gola banana (filed
under B, of course). Come to the 4th floor of
the student center and check us out.*

8:30p: WMBR £8.1 FM. Aural Fixation. Call it
alternative, indie-label, or purik rock.*

9.00p: Spelunkers’ Club. Come see places
around the institute that the regular tours leave
out, like the bricked-in shower and the hidden
donut stand. If you came the first two nights,
never fear, there's still more! Flashlight
opticnal, Meet outside the chapet.*

10:30p: WMBR 88.1 FM. Beat Surrender. British
tunes, through and through.*

CLASSIFIED
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Notices

5:01a: Elsewhere. A 3000 piece jigsaw puzzle.
Some assembly required. Your mission, should
you choose to accept, is to survive Rush
unscathed. Reporttc Eisewhere. Sthifloor,
student center.*

5:06p: Elsewhsre. Popcorn. Kool-Aid. Crayons.
Paper. Cushy chairs. What more could you
want? Elsewnere tounge. 5th floor, student
center.*

8:00p: Contact Line. If you have questions
dealing with sexuality, call Contact Line. We
are a student-run, anonymaous and confidential
peer hotline dealing with issues of sexuality,
%p-?_mid. *x3-6460, every day thru Registration

ay.

11:59p: Elsewhers. We're still open.... Stop on

by. Elsewhere iounge, 5th ficor, student center*

In case of emergency, dial 100 from any MIT
phene. Other important numbers:

Campus Palice: 2563-1212

Med Center Emergency; 253-1311

R/O Center: 253-2500

UAA: 253-6772

Nightiing: 253-8800

Delta Psi or St. Anthony Hall: please see No.§

The Daily Confusion
Editors: Jo-Anne Kokoski, Jen Lee

NOTE: A single asterisk (¥ following a listing
indicates a coed or female living group. A double
asterisk (*<) ingdicates an activity to which women
are cordially invited,

ADVERTISING

MAC GRAPHIC SPECIALIST Boston
consulting firm seeks p/t free-
lancer/contractor 1o produce client
presentations using PowerPoint, Mac-
Draw Pro, Excel and Word. Must be
flexible, team player, excellent com-
municator, willing to work o/t and
oddd hours. Experience in fast-paced,
client-focused industry a must.
Please send resume and rate/salary
requirements to: Braxton Associates,
200 State St., Boston, MA 02109,
Attn: Job #31. Phone calls will dis-
qualify applicants.

Donzte Your Live Brain, Part H The
Department of Brain & Cognitive Sci-
ences seeks subjects with various
linguistic backgrounds for experi-
ments about all kinds of cooi stuff
that pay seme amount of money for
varying lengths of time. Send e-mait
to lissa@psyche.mit.edu for a gues-
tionnaire and details.

Stuyvesant High Scheol AlumaiMIT
has a Stuy alumni chapter for YOU!
Get involved and keep those Stuy
bonds strong! Get to know more
upperctassmen who are in your
major! For more information, contact
Angelat at 225-8561.

Donate Your Live Brain to Science!
(well, for 15 minutes anyway...} The
Dept. of Brain & Cognitive Sciences
seeks subjects whose first language
is American English for exciting psy-
cholinguistic research. Pays $3 for
15 minutes. Call Marie at 225-7599
or send e-mail to lissa@mit.edu.

HEALTHY MEN NEEDED as sperm
d¢onors. Help others and eamn up to
$105/week. All ethnicities needed,
cali to see if you qualify: 497-86406
M-F, 8:00-4:00. California Crycbank,
Cambridge.

traditional s

call.

STUDENTS

-y MONDAY,
SEPT. 5

4 Come celebrate the new year and
visit our new building.

4 Adelicious holiday dinner with
pecialties will be served
following services at 8:30 p.m.

4 Free for students -Everyone must
reserve by Wednesday, Aug. 31 at Hillel.

¢ Conservative and Reform Rosh
HaShana setvices are held on campus.

4 Other holiday meals available
for $8.95 on Tuesday & Wednesday

4 MIT Hillel has a full schedule of holiday
and general events. Stop by or give us a

© MIT Hillel is now located in the
Religious Activities Center, 40 Mass.
Ave., MIT Bidg. W11 (corner of Mass.
Ave. and Amherst St.) #253-2982.

4 This dinner is sponsored by MIT Hillel
and supported with funds from the United
Synagogue of Conservative Judaism.

THE LUTHERAN-EPISCOPAL MINISTRY AT MIT

R/O ACTIVITIES

FIRST WEDNESDAY SERVICE
Wednesday, August 31; 5:10pm in the MIT Chapel
joint weekly worship alternating between Lutheran and Episcopal liturgies, If
you are new to MIT, we would like to meet you and introduce you to our
community. And if you're a returning student--welcome back!!. And please join

us!

VIVA ITALIAN

Wednesday, August 31; 6:00pm
Share a delicious Italian repast with members of the Lutheran-Episcopal Ministry
at MIT in the brand-new Religious Activities Center (W11, corner of
Massachusetts Avenue and Amherst)

EVENSONG (VESPERS) SERVICE
Sunday, September 4; 7:00pm in the MIT Chapel
Special music featuring renowned New England tenor Marshall Hughes (who
also happens to be the Edgerton Center's new Program Coordinator!) followed
by a gourmet dessert party catered by Cezanne Desserts of Cambridge.

All are welcome to atfend!!

The Lutheran-Episcopal Ministry at MIT
40 Massachusetts Avenue, Bldg. W11

Cambridge, MA 02130
253-0108 or 253-2983






