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Push for Crime Bill, Page 2

The Weather

Today: Partly sunny, 85°F (26°C)
Tonight: Clear, 65°F (18°C)
Tomormow: Partly sunny, 85°F (29°C)
Details, Paga 2
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By A. Arif Husain
STAFF REPORTER

As Residence and Orientation
Week kicked off yesterday, fresh-
men once again took fo Briggs Field
for the annual Project Move Off
Your Assumptions (MOYA). The
activity was designed to promote
teamwork and to encourage fresh-
men to get to know one another.

“I love MOYA,” said Nicole A.
Larrier 94, a MOY A leader. “We try

to help the freshmen breakdown their
barriers and feel comfortable, and
hopefully inspire some class unity.”

The participants seemed to share

the positive attitude.

“jt worked,” James Habyarimana
98 exclaimed. MOYA ended just
when freshmen started to get to
know each cther, and it would have
been nice if MOYA had been
longer, he said.

“It was a lot of fun and a great
way to meet new people,” said
Charlie Hsu "98.

“It forced you to speak out and

not be shy,” said Elise Co "98. “I
definitely like it.”

“You don’t normally have time
to meet people, and T really liked
being able to do so in smali groups,”
said Ania Mierzejewska 98,

The format of the activity was
the same as last year, beginning
with calisthenics and stretching.
These were followed by trust exer-
cises. Members of a group crossed
arms to catch one volunteer who
would then fall backwards into their
hold. Each member was encouraged
to volunteer, but still had the option
to decline. The exercises were
aimed at building confidence among
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By Hyun Soo Kim
NEWS EDITOR

At the last minute, President
Charles M. Vest asked the Technol-
ogy Community Association to stop
distribution of its Freshman Picture
Book, because he felt its cover
drawing of a monkey could be per-
ceived as racist by African Ameri-
cans. Publishing the books with new
covers will delay the delivery of the
books until Monday night.

Lori A, Weldon 95, who was in
charge of producing the picture
books, said that the delay will hurt
sales, ‘

The original cover shows a mon-
key wearing giasses, dressed in a
cap and a lab coat with a pocket
protector, and holding a calculator.
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By Danief C. Stevenson
ASSOCIATE NEWS EDITOR

Earlier this month, President
Charles M. Vest and two MIT facul-
ty members were named to a new
private-sector committee to advise
President Bill Clinton on majox sci-
ence and technoiogy issues. |

Vest, Professor Phillip A. Sharp,
head of the depariment of biology
and 1993 Nobel laureate, and Pro-
fessor of Earth, Atmospheric, and
Planetary Sciences Mario J. Molina,
are three of the 18 members on the
President’s Commmittee of Advisers
on Science and Technology. Cali-
fornia Institute of Technology
physicist Murray Gell-Mann PhD
°51 and former astronaut Sally K.

the groups.

The trust exercises were fol-
lowed by several problem solving
situations. Among them was Elec-
tric Fence, a simulation in which
groups had to cross a rope barrier
without touching it, and another
called Blind Poiygon in which
groups had to pull a string joop into
a given shape while blindfolded.

Another puzzle required groups
to collectively decide how to Iift a
water bucket using an extended
rope, without a spill.

A problem called Traffic Jam
was added this year. The object of
this game was to move two facing
lines of people opposite each other
in single increments with certain
restrictions. The addition was
accepted well, Larrier said.

“There was a good variety of
activities, and they all tanght
lessons,” said Chris Martin *98.
“Racides that they were a lot of fun
and you got to know the people you
were working with.”

Project MOY A was followed by
a gathering attended by President
Charles M. Vest and Rebecca Vest,
Dean for Undergraduate Academic
Affairs Travis R. Merritt, Associate

To Science Adh
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The monkey has one arm raised and
is asking a question: “What does
‘intuitively obvious’ mean?!” [See
cover picture, page 8.}

“The concern about the picture
was that the symbolism of a monkey
type of creature bas traditionally
been used negatively in a racist
manner in the United States to
depict African Americans,” said
Susan D. Allen, assistant dean for
residence and campus activities.

“The caption added o that [per-
ception]. There are three videos pro-
duced at MIT that are titled ‘Intu-
itively Obvious” done by Black,
Hispanic, and Asian MIT students
respectively on what it is like to bea
Black, Hispanic, or an Asian at
MIT,” Allen said.

Ride were also named to the com-
mittee.
“1t’s ideally interacting at the

Jevel of science and technology pol-

icy formation in the country and
potentially has the possibility of
doing some good,” Sharp said.

In appointing the committee,
Clinton said, “I am very pleased to
name these eminent scientists, engi-
neers, business leaders, and educa-
tors as some of my key advisers.
Drawn from a cross-section of
America, they will help ensure that
our science and technology policies
reflect our nationai needs.”

Vest said, “I am pleased to have
been asked to perform this national
service because the country faces

Fresh

Dean for Undergraduate Education
and Student Affairs Bonnie J. Wai-
ters, and Marshall Hughes, a senior
staff assistant in the School of
Humanities and Social! Sciences.
They led the freshmen class in the

ee from

Cover Called
Je Replaced

The videos were produced in the
past two years and they have been
shown on MIT cable and shown to
various student and administrative
groups, Allen said. .

The TCA, a student-run and
funded nonprofit organization, pro-
cuces the Freshman Picture Books.
Risa H. Wechsler *96, who helped
to design the cover for TCA, said
that there was no particuiar reason
why the monkey was chosen.

“1t was done by a freelance
artist. The picture is from an old
book of fairy tales, and was modi-
fied slightly so it would be more rel-
evant to MIT. The “intuitively obvi-
ous’ caption is a general comical

Plcture, Page 8

many challenges in establishing and
implementing approprizte science
and technology policy in the post-
Cold War era.”

Strong MIT presersce

“Frankly, I was surprised, but
very pleasantly so, that there are
three smembers of the same institu-
tion” on the committee, Vest said.
“The [Clinton] Administration’s
appointments speak clearly to the

“extraordinary stature of our facul-

ty”

Sharp and Meolina are “at the
ninnacies of their fieids and are
enormously well-respected,” Vest

Committee, Page 6

MIT song, explaining that “they
would be the first class since 1888
to learn the song.”

The group finally dispersed to
the mob of upperclassmen hosting
Thursday Night Dinners.

THOMAS R. Rd- THE TECH
MiiT mascot Tim Beaver particlpates In Project MOYA.
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On Abortion Before Conference

LOS ANCELES TTMES

Gore Defines o

WASHINGTON

Vice President A! Gore, hoping to defuse 2 confrontation between
the United States and the Roman Catholic Church on the eve of an
iniernational population conference, declared Thursdsay that the
Clinton administration will not press other countries to adopt pro-
abortion policies as a means of controlling population growth.

“Let us take a faise issue off the table,” Gore told reporters. “The
U.S. does not seek, has not sought, and will not seek any international
right to abortion. We do not believe that abortion should be a method
of family plarning E and we abhor and condemn any coerced abor-
tion,”” he added.

Gore's remarks were in response fo the Vatican’s criticism of
some facets of 2 multi-national plan that is being designed to stabilize
the world's population growth.

The plan, still in draft form, is to be debated at the U.N. Confer-
ence on Population and Development in Cairo, Egypt, next month,
Experts estimate that declining mortality rates and a high birth rate
will push the world’s population from the current 5.6 biltion to 8.5
billion by the year 2025.

Some of the programs in the plan would attempt to slow the
growth by improving the economic and social status of women,
expanding access to birth control and family planning advice,
increasing literacy and improving healthcare for children.

U.S. Humanitarian Task Foree
Begins Gradual Withdrawal

LOS ANGELES TIMES

KIGALI, RWANDA

Amid signs of returning normalcy in the capital, the U.S. mili-
tary’s humanitarian task force has begun a gradual, quiet pull-out —
just a month after President Clinton promised a “massive” American-
relief effort for this small country and its troubled peopie.

Whether the commitment by the United States has lived up to the
president’s promise is likely to remain a question of debate and per-
spective, ,

The soldiers and Air Force personnel in Kigali and Goma, Zaire,
although modest in number, said they believed that, after a rocky
beginning, their deployment ended up saving lives and putting Rwan-
da on the road to reconstruction.

But some private humanitarian groups, themselves overwhelmed
by Rwanda’s flood-tide of refugees, remained critical of how little
was devoted to the crisis and how slowly the response came from the
United States and other Western military forces.

“Net a singie nation of the world has decided that Rwanda mat-
ters,” said Johrr O’Shea, director of the Irish relief agency GOAL.
“It's been like trying to keep the tide back with our bare hands.”

“I reject that,” said U.S. Ammy Col. James R. McDonough, com-
mander of the 210 American troops stili on duty Thursday in Kigali,
The deployment was down from a high of 280 and will steadily
decline as more of their work is turned over to the United Nations
and Rwandans,

“The first thing we had to do here was stop the dying in Goma,”
McDonough said. “The key to that was water. When we got there,
5,000 people a day were dying. When we left, that was down to fewer
than 500. Stopping the dying was a mission given, and met.”

Haiti’s Battered Economy
Is Grinding to a Halt

THE WASHINGTON POST

PORT-AU-PRINCE, HATTI

Haiti’s battered economy, suffering from decades of neglect and
months of a full commercial embargo, is grinding to a halt, but that is
still not enough to force the country’s military leaders to step aside,
according to businessmen and diplomats.

Since last month, when the Central Bank expanded the money
supply with no hard currency to back up the new money, the nation
has been hit by hyperinflation that has devalued the gourde hy 40 per-
cent. With few dollars in the economy and virtually no production,
economists said, the trend can only accelerate. .

“The nation is coming to a full stop,” said Leslie Manigat, an aca-
demic who served briefly as Haiti’s president in 1988. “It is like a
locomotive, puffing along, but with the Jast puff will be the end.
Everything is closing, business after business, store after store. Many
people cannot eat anymore. These that ate twice now have only one
meal.”

But, according to businessmen close to the armed forces, Lt. Gen.
Raoul Cedras — Haiti’s military strongman — is still betting he can
outlast U.S. and U.N. determination to force his resignation along
with those of his chief of staff, Brig. Gen. Philippe Biamby, and the
Port-au-Prince police chief, Lt. Col. Michel Francois.

WEATHER

Humidity to Return

NATIONAL WEATHER SERVICE

Friday will become partly sunny with the start of the return of
warm and humid air. Friday night and Saturday skies will be partly
cloudy, with a chance of afternoon shower or thunderstorms. A
southwesterly flow of milder and more humid air will continue
throughout the weekend.

Today: Partly sunny and warm. High 80-85°F (27-29°C). South-
west winds around 10 mph (16 kph).

Tonight: Mostly clear. Low 60-65°F (16-18°C). Possible after-
noon sea breeze,

Saturday: Partly sunny and warm, high around 85°F (29°C).

Sunday: Fair. High 80-85°F (27-29°C). Low around 60°F (16°C).
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Senate Rejects Procedural

By mbose Mo
B IS woYrer
THE WASHINGTON POST

WASHINGTON

A half-dozen Republican moder-
ates joined Senate Democrats y¢s-
terday in beating back a GOP-ied
effort to block passage of President
Clinton’s $30.2 billion crime bill,
putting the fiercely contested elec-
tion-year bill on track for final
approval.

With only cne vote to spare, the
Senate voted 61 to 39 to reject a
procedural challenge supported by
most Republicans that could have
derailed the measure a second time-
less than a week after it had been
brought back to life by a similar
bipartisan rescue effort in the
House.

The bill faces another 60-vote
procedural hurdle before it can be
sent to Clinton for signature. But
Democratic leaders, who earlier
promised weary colleagues they
could leave for a two-week recess as
soon as they approved the bill, said
enactment by week’'s end was a vir-
tuai cerfainty.

The vote gave a big boost to
Clinton at a time when his health
care bill was slipping away from
him, erabling the president to claim
credit for the biggest crime bili in
history at a time when polls show
that few issues energize voters more
than fear of violent crime — even
though only about 5 percent of vio-
lent crime falls under federal juris-
diction.

But the ferocity and near-solidar-
ity of the Republicans’ attack
seemed to signal that they see a lot
to gain — and little to lose — in
challenging the president, even on
an issue such as crime,

Clinton, in a2 Rose Garden
appearance, portrayed the vote as a
signal to the country that Washing-
ton can get something done. “Ordi-
nary Americans ought to take
heart,” he said, calling the vote a
sign that Congress has “thrown off

A
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By Norman Kempster
LOSANGELES TIMES

WASHINGTON

President Clinton rejected Fidel
Castro’s demand for high-level
negotiations Thursday, brushing
aside pleas from some of his politi-
cal allies to begin talking to the
Cuban leadership about ways to

- contain the growing refugee crisis in

the Florida Straits.

Asked during a late afterncon
session with reporters in the White
House Rose Garden why the admin-
istration negotiates with North Korea
while refusing to talk to Castro, Clin-
ton said, “We have a different policy
of 30 years’ standing” which pre-
cludes direct contacts with Cuba.

The weather in Cuba and
through the straits turned nasty
Thursday and is expected to become
much more hazardous this weekend
for the Cubans’ make-shift rafts.
While the rain and high winds clear-
ly discouraged refugees from begin-
ning the difficult voyage, the rough
conditions almost certainly wili
result in the deaths of some rafiers
already af sea.

News agency reports from
Havana said the beach at nearby
Cojimar, the departure point for
many of the thousands of refugees
in the past week, was empty of
rafters for the first time in days.
Nevertheless, U.S. Navy and Coast
Guard ships continued to pick up
Cubans who had departed earlier.

YET

the bonds of politicg.as-nsual to do
the people’s business.”

Clinton, who had worked as hard
the in past two weeks on this vote as
he has on anything in his presiden-
¢y, said senators “‘of both parties”
put “law and crder, safety and secu-
rity” above partisan politics in the
vote, and he issued a plea for con-
tinued bipartisanship.

The bill — which provides more
money for police and prisons,
toughens some criminal penalties
and imposes a partial ban on assault
weapons — had strong support
among Republicans when it first
passed the Senate last November by
a vote of 95 to 4. But Republicans
contended it was weakened and fat-
tened with “social pork™ by House-
Senate conferees and threatened to
block it unless changes were made,
including restoration of mandatory
minimum sentences for gun crimes
and drug transactions involving
minors.

The Democrats’ victory was not
assured until early yesterday when
Majority Leader George J. Mitchell,
D-Maine, and Judiciary Committee
Chairman Joseph R. Biden Jr., D~
Del., devised what turned out to be
a successful strategy to beat the
Republicans at their own procedural
game.

To counter Republican demands
for votes on 10 amendments to cut

spending for prevention programs
and toughen penaity provisions,
Mitchell and Biden, after consulting
with Republicans on what it would
take to break the impasse, offered a
single amendment to cut the spend-
mg. .
The amendment would have
failed, and Republicans knew it. So
Minority Leader Robert J. Dole, R-
Kan., rejected it on behalf of his
party, setting in motion the show-
down vote.

With the carlier support of
Republicans James M. Jeffords
(Vt), Wiltiam V. Roth Jr. (Del.) and

A8 _

Coast Guard officials said the
weather was deteriorating rapidly in
the straits Thursday night, with
squalls of between 20 knots and 40
knots and waves of between six and
10 feet — rough enough to swamp
all of the rafts and many of the
small boats being used by the
refupees.

Full-fledged storms are expected
over the weekend.

“This is not a tropical storm,”
said forecaster Lixion Avila of the
National Hurricane Center. “But if
you have rafters in this situation, it
1s very dangerous.”

Clinton said he is ready to
resume low-level talks on Cuban
refugee status and immigration,
which have been going on occasion-
ally since 1984, But he ruled out
discussing other subjects and said
he will not upgrade the negotiations
by assigning semnior officials to con-
duct them,

He said Castro “needs to be in
consultation with his own folks. E
The people of Cuba want democra-
¢y and free markets,”

Earlier in the day, Attomey Gen-
eral Janet Reno and Undersecrotars
of State Peter Tarnoff said the
administration is determined not to
give Castro the Washington-Havana
dialogue he has long sought.

Both officials said Castro delib-
erately caused the crisis by throwing
open the island’s long-barred exit in
an effort to force a dialogue with the

“__‘

Move to Block Cr1

began the day with 58 votes, or two
short. But Dole’s rejection of the
Democratic offer had the ironic
effect of giving Sen. Nancy Landon
Kassebaum, his Kansas colleague,
cause to bolt and vote with the
Democrats. She was “disappointed
that a majority of the Republican
Party rejected (the offer) as inade-
quate,” she said in a written state-
ment shortly after the Republican
decision was announced.

In the vote, Jeffords, Roth,
Specter and Kassebaum were joined
by Republican Sens. John H. Chafee
(Vt.} and John C. Danforth (Mo.).
Among Democrats, only Richard C.
Shelby (Ala.) voted with the Repub-
licans. :

To show the administration’s
colors during the vote, Vice Presi-
dent Gore was on hand to preside,
with his foot-in a cast following
surgery for a torn Acthilles tendon-
propped on pillows under his desk.

After the vote, Mitchell and
Biden praised the “courageousness”
of the six Republicans and credited
Clinton’s steadfastness on the
assault weapons provision as a key
factor in keeping the bill alive
despite its several near-collapses.
Despite Republican claims to the
contrary, the issue was “guns, guns,
guns, guns and guns,” said Biden.

But, despite the National Rifle
Association’s defeat on the issue,

- Mitchell ‘was not ready to claim it

had lost its clout. “An organization
that can weild such enormous power
with such an unpopular issue

{defending assault weapons) cannet

be discounted,” he said.

Censervative  Republicans
expressed a sense of betrayai at the
outcome. “We had the votes at 1{
a.m. but not at 1l a.m.” after the
Democrats came out with their final
proposal to win over the moderates,
said Sen. Trent Lott, R-Miss. “The
ieader (Dole) felt betrayed.”

vweauner iy

United States and it is up to him to
end it. But that response ignores the
immediate effect of the 3,000-a-day
infiux of refugees on the U.S. Navy
and Coast Guard and the impact of
the well-watched humanitarian dis-
aster on the American public.

In a 2{-hour late-night speech
Wednesday, Castro called for nego-
tiations not only over immigration
and refugees issues but also the
longstanding U.S. economic embar-
go and Washington’s control of
Guantaname Bay Naval Base under
a lease that was signed long before
Castro seized power.

Clinton’s refusal to talk to Cas-
tro continues a policy that was fol-
lowed by eight previous presidents
starting with Dwight D. Eisenhow-
er. Republicans generally praised
the president for holding firm
against negotiations even though
many of them were sharply critical
of other elements of his policy. But
a growing number of Democrats on
Capitol Hill, joined by some outside
experts, called for a new dialogue
with Cuba.

Sen. Christopher Dodd, D-
Comin., a member of the Senate For-
eign Relations Committee, said that
“some open negotiations with Cas-
tro makes sense. 1t’s anachronistic
not to do it."

President-elect Emesto Zadillo
of Mexico also called for taiks
between Washington and Havana.
He offered to mediate.
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Health Care Reform Will Wait

p“r I gh‘“' “ay S%ﬁaw RULUDD

By Ann Devroy

and Dana Priest
THE WASHINGTON POST

WASHINGTON

Senate Majority Leader George
J. Mitchell, D-Maine, said Thursday
that the Senate will recess without
enacting health care legislation,
effectively ending any chance of
fulfilling President Clinton’s hopes
for comprehensive reform this year.

Both Mitchell and Clinton
Thursday said the recess until after
Labor Day does not mean the end of
health care reform. But Democrats
and Republicans across the political
spectrum, including some of the
president’s strong defenders and
many White House officials, said
the epic legisiative battle that began
last fall when Clinton delivered to
Congress his ambitious reform plan
is now effectively over.

Most agreed that the only
remaining hope is for modest regu-
latory measures and perhaps low-
income subsidies when Congress
reconvenes Sept. 12.

“There’s a growing consensus
that an incremental approach is al
we can do,” said Sen. Christopher J.

Legacy of Racism
Post-Flood Efforts in

By Eric Harrison
LOS ANGELES TIMES

ALBANY, GA.,

South-central Albany is a ghost
town. Who knows where the people
have gone, but their houses sit aban-
doned. For mile after desolate mile,
the homes squat beneath a merciless
sun, front doors gaping. Some have
tumbled down, half swallowed by
gigantic sinkholes.

Seven weeks after floods rav-
aged southwest Georgia and parts of

Alalnrns and 'ﬂlnrsdg f"\p hnrﬂnipnn
LRICARICAELAG SRR &

task of rebuilding in th:s the hardest
hit section of the hardest hit town,
has hardly begun.

But as other communitics along
the Flint, Ocmulgee and Chatta-
hoochee rivers pull together in the
wake of what is being calied Geor-
gia’s worst natural disaster, in
Albany the legacy of racial separa-
tion and distrust has further torn
people apart. .

Many in the black community
allege that city and county officials
deliberately diverted water to their
neighborhoods in order to save
northern areas where affluent white
people live. Local officials strongly

Dodd, D-Conn., who has supported
Clinton-style change. “A very legiti-
mate question is, can you even do
that? The clock is the 101st senator
and has tremendous power around
here, with elections’ just eight weeks
after Congress is scheduled to return.

“The moment of truth, when you
have to face facts, has come this
week,” said Sen. Harris Wofford, D-
Pa., whose 1991 upset victory pro-
pelled the health care issue into the
national political arena. A supporter
of broad-based reform, including
the universal coverage sought by
Clinton, Wofford said Thursday he
believes a much scaled-back bill
could pass and would be a “historic
first instatiment E that the president
should sign.”

Part of what strangled the White
Hlouse hopes was the drawn-out
combat this month over the crime
bill, which dragged Clinton and
many of his aides into 2 two-week
battle, first in the House and this
week in the Senate: Their vacation
eaten away, senators on both sides
of the aisle pressed hard to go home
once the crime bill was dealt with.

Asked whether health care reform

deny this. But in an African-Ameri-
can community molded by a history
of powerlessness and perceived
negiect, the rumors spread with the
relentlessness of the flood water.
“Immediately after the flood
that’s all people were talking about
as they stood in lines,” said Mary
Young-Cummings, a fawyer and
former state lepislator who lost her

home in the flood.
“What we want to know is, was

the water manipulated in such a way
that the maore affluent nmuhhnrhnnde

were spared devastation to the detri-
ment of the black community?” she
said. “They got flooding, but we got
devastated. And we got miles and
miles and miles of devastation.”

The U.S. Justice Department has
launched an investigation of the
way the flood was handled at the
request of Jesse Jackson, who has
visited Albany twice to hear citizen
concerns. Last weekend, during his
most recent visit, state and local
police provided unusually heavy
guard because of high racial tension
and alleged death threats.

Overall, more than 5,000 fami-
lies in the county were displaced by

end collisions, but only a safety .
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is now officially dead, Clinton said
Thursday, “I wouldn’t say that.” In
deference to Mitchell’s efforts to
continue informal discussions over
the Labor Day recess, he added, “}
think the less I say the better.”

But privately, several officiais
involved in the effort at the White
House acknowledged that whatever
may emerge from here on will be so
far from what the president once
envisioned as to leave him with no
choice but to opt for “strangling it at
birth and calling for E a new Con-
gress with a fresh outlook.” A
senior official said this week that
Clinton and his top aides have been
“politically gaming” what to do
about their lost hopes for major
reform, with Clinton opposed to
what he calls “half-steps” that do
more harm to the health care system
than good. The president and his
atdes have had several discussions
about formally calling for 2 suspen-
sion of any further debate on health
care in this session of Congress, but
have opted in deference to Mitchell
to avoid making the decision to
totatly throw in the towel until after
the recess.

the flood, say officials, who predict
the damage in the county wiil sur-
pass $500 million.

A Georgia State University
economist estimated last week that
the flood would have a $1 billion
impact in the state overall, including
$500 million in damage o unin-
sured property and $200 million in
agricultural losses. Throughout the
region, a number of small towns
that already were struggling to sur-
vive were nearly wiped off the map.
In Montezuma, for example, virtual-
ly the entire downtown — 68 busi-
nesses — was under 10 feet of
water at one point. Town officials
there optimistically predict all but
one or two businesses will reopen.

But in Albany, a city of 80,000
peopie, the devastation in the south-
central section is so widespread that
Young-Cummings fears many resi-
dents will not resettle there. That
could tead to a weakening of black
voting strength in a city where
biacks make up a majority of the
population (57 percent officially)
but have only this year won a
majority of the seats on the city
commission.

Rumors Abound, Confirmable Facts
Are Scant iii North Korea

THE WASHINGTON POST

TOKYO

The diplomat at Pakistan’s Embassy in North Korea was a bit testy
over the phone, because a lot of calls have come in — including one at
2 am. the previous night — concerning speculation that a power
struggle is under way against North Korea's new leader, Kim Jong Il

“If 1 knew anything, 1 wouldn’t teil you, but the truth is, | don't.
We are as ignorant as anybody sitting outside,” said the Pakistani
diplomat, who asked that his name not be used. “All | can tel! you is,
everything here is very calm, very cool, very controlled. I don't think
there’s any truth to al these reports.”

So it goes in the great hunt to divine what is happening in North
Korea, the world’s most reclusive and mysterious nation, where
unsettling rumers abound and confirmable facts are scant.

The speculation about Kim's grip on power has intensified this
week amid a spate of reports suggesting that adversaries might be try-
ing to block him from succeeding his late father, Kim 1! Sung, who
died last month after nuling North Korea for more than four decades.
The reports assume extra urgency because Pyongyang’s unpre-
dictable regime stands accused of trying to build a nuclear arsenal.

But much of the evidence of a conspiracy against the younger
Kim either has proved false or, upon examination, looks rather flim-
sy. Indeed, veteran North Korea watchers say that while it would be
foolish to rule out the possibility of a battle quietly raging for control
in Pyongyang, the recent developments simply underscore the lack of
reliable information about the inner workings of the totalitarian state
buiit by the Kims,

Court Rules AT&T Can Buy McCaw

THE WASHINGTON POST

WASHINGTON

U.S. District Judge Harold H. Greene Thursday removed the last
major roadblock to AT&T Corp.’s acquisition of the country's largest
cetlular phone company.

The $12.6 billion buyout of McCaw Cellular Communications
Inc. still must be approved by the Federal Communications Commis-
sion. But Greene’s action and a decision by the Justice Department
last month removed the most threatening obstacles io the long-dis-
tance telephone giant’s attempt te build a nationwide communica-
tions grid.

Greene had ruled in April that the proposed purchase would vio-
late a 1982 court order that broke up the Bell telephone sysiem. But
Thursday he granted a partial waiver from the order, allowing the
deal to proceed.

The decree bamred AT&T from the local calling business of the Beli
telephone companies and prohibited it from owning assets in those
companies. That posed a problem for the acquisition because McCaw’s
cellular telephone properties in Houston and Los Angeles are owned
joinily by the cellular firm and the local telephone companies.

Scientists Studying Chimp DNA
Believe There May Be New Species

NEWSDAY

Like chambermaids cleaning up after departed guests, scientists
have climbed trees and scoured branches in Africa seeking chim-
panzee hair, hoping to figure out who’s who ameng all the world’s
chimps.
- In the first large study of genetic variation among wild chim-
panzees, researchers from the University of California, San Diego,
used tiny bits of deoxyribonucleic acid, or DNA, from hair as a guide
to chimpanzee relationships, mating preferences and social structure.

The biggest surprise was that chimps from West Africz are geneti-
cally distinct from chimps in Central and East Africa, so much so that
they may even be a separate species. There are chlmps pygmy
chimps and now, maybe, West African chimps. -

The discovery should spur a deeper look at chnmpanzees — at
behavioral and physical differences, for examples— that could indi-
cate a truly separate species.

TRUE LOVE WAITS

A service celebrating our commitment to God and right relationships with others.
Get a good start o life at MIT.
Sunday, August 28 at 1:00 PM, the Chapel
Launch on the lawn by the Chapel at 12:30 PM
Sponsored by the Baptist Chaplaincy (x3-2328} and the United Christian R/O
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Column by Michael K. Chung
COLUMNIST

Assuming that any of you freshmen actual-
Iy take the time to read anything in this news-
paper, by the time you get to this page rush
will have probably already started. But thats
okay, because rush lasts for at least a couple
of days, even though it feels like it lasts a cou-
ple of weeks.

My advice to you? Enjoy it while it lasts.
You can only really experience this event
once, so you may as well milk it for all its
worth. For instance, if you have spent any
money on food, you're probably doing some-
thing wrong. And if you spent that money at
one of the cafeterias (Hey dude, the food
looks so good! And there’s such a great selec-
tion!) then you're definitely doing semething
wrong. By this point, you should be eating
pretty regally. But prepare yourself for a
shock should you frequent a meal card-accept-
ing food vendor anytime soon.

Another thing: if you've set up an Athena
account and check your e-mail 11 times a day,
then something else is very wrong. Wait at
least two weeks into the term before doing
something like that. (But [ just wanted to get
some fresh Athena air while 1 still can, you
say. Geod point, I say, but you’d be better off
getting some fresh natural air while you can.)

If you’'ve signed up for a bank account just
because they had the biggest sign on campus,
or because you thought the customer represen-
tatives were exceedingly attractive, then

something may become very wrong after a
certain age. Just make sure you read the fine
print (in some cases its pretty invisible), so be
sure to ask that smiling biemish-free face
about why such-and-such is free and for how
long.

But I’'m not going to drone on and on
about what I think is so wrong for you to be
doing during your Residence and Orientation
week at MIT. In fact, I'm sure that many peo-
ple on campus would be quick to say that if
you’'re reading something by Michael K.
Chung and taking it to be the gospel truth,
then there’s something hideously wrong.
Instead, ¥ have formulated some hypothetical
situations that some of you may encounter
during your rush:

During R/O Week at MIT, you may hear
from some MIT official that You really owe it
to yourself to consider living in a non-dormi-
tory environment, then something is viley
wrong. Translated roughly, this administrator
is telling you that the Admissions Comimittee
let too many people into this schoel. Plus,
since there are so many more women than in
previous years, more precious dormitory
space is needed.

Now, if you’re female, you probably
needn’t worry about it too much, since there
are far more male independent living groups
than female ILGs. If youre male, however,
and if you're not sure if you want to live off-
campus or not, do the casiest thing: show up
with a sleeping bag at President Vest’s house.

T4

If he kicks you out, there’s plenty of space in
the Student Center that people already sleep
in.

On the subject of ILGs, if you find your-
self in a house and the house foosball and
pool masters are giving lessons, then be fore-
warned: This is an entertainment house —
don’t expect to get any work done in this kind
of house.

And if you find yourself in a house with
lots of glass decorations adorning every four-
inch-wide surface along the walls, neon signs
of beverages, a bar locking better than any
restaurant bar youve ever seen, dart boards,
and animal heads stuck on the wall, then
you’ve probably happened upon the alco-
holics anonymous house. If you don’t drink,
they’ll be happy to teach you. Or so they say.

And you may find yourself, (“Once in a
Lifetime,” The Talking Heads) in a large beat-
up house. With a beautiful rug. And a lot of
sunglasses. And a lot of long hair. And a huge
ventilation system. And a ioud stereo playing
“Stairway to Heaven,” “A Passage to
Bangkok,” and “Kiss the Sky” continuously.
in this event, you’re in a drug house. If you
don’t toke up with them, then take off before
you get too poliuted.

Suffice it to say, make the most of your
R/O Week. It’s crazy, it’s tiring, it's confus-
ing, it’s difficult. But it's a helluva good time.

Michael K. Chung 94 is ready to re-tive
the R/O experience. Look for him wherever
vyou find lobsters and steaks.

Raaj’s Quick and Dirty Advice for Rush

Column by Raajnish A. Chitaley
GUEST COLUMNIST .

You might think that after going through
one rush and seeing two others from the bow-
els, I would have some poignant memories to
share. To be honest, I'm too tired to be
poignant. To be honest, most of the upper-
classman you’ve been seeing are all dead
tired. Taking ofT T-shirts quickly takes a lot of
practice, and they’ve been practicing a lot. So
I’'m going to cut to the chase and give you my
quick and dirty suggestions for rush.

You've probably heard this before, but It’s
worth saying again: be yourself. Maybe you
havesn't acclimated to the altitude or something
— or perhaps you are substituting for a real
MIT freshman who had to be somewhere else?
I’ve always wondered what possesses fresh-
men during Rush, but many of them don’t act
like they usually act. I remember one conver-
sation where a freshman exaggerated his inter-
est in baseball, only to be invited to watch the
Red Sox game for four hours. Unless you want
to live with people who know nothing about
the “real” you, it helps to be honest.

I think most of the pressure that freshmen
feel during Rush is the desire to belong.
You've just come to ncw place with a popu-

lous and culture that’s unlike anything that

~ you’ve read about — of course you want to

belong. But don’t feel pressure to change or
be something different — you are here to stay
and no one can tell you that you don’t belong.
And it’s only in your interest to live with peo-
ple you can get along with.

Think about it this way: These are the peo-
ple with whom you might be sharing bath-
rooms and showers. If in your enthusiasm for
Residence and Orientation Week you got a
tattoo of “MIT Class of 1998” on your chest,
these people will soon know. (Any freshman
with such a tattoo should seek counseling.)
And if you are being yourself, keep in mind
that it takes some time to get to know people.
Don’t expect instant friend-for-life sort of
stuff, and don’t change your personality or
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My second suggestion may seem rather
stupid: meet lots of people. | say this because
soon after rush, the campus will start splitting
up into little groups. You are probably saying
to yourself, “Who is this dolt? Chuck Vest
was right, they must have made an admissions
mistake. Chuck said that MIT was like one
big happy family.” Well, yes and no. You
would be surprised how segregated MIT can
be -— even among the faculty. It’s sort of like
cligues in high school except this is not high
school and they're not called cliques. Rush is
the only chance that you will have to meet
people before they are segregated inio the var-
ious clumps that in aggregate constitute MIT.
For undergraduates, these are primarily living
groups and majors.

This is not to say that we all live in our clos-
ets and laboratories, but things change afier
rush. Classes tend to reduce opportunities to
chum around with you and 1,000 of your class-
mates. And you will be busy getting to know
the people in your living group. Only rush
affords the opportunity to make as many
friends and acquaintances as you can very
quickly. And these are good opportunities.
Rush is filled with chanices 1o do things that are
exciting with people who are fun — for free.

Finally, just because you have decided not
to join an independent living group, it is no

reason to stop meeting people or going to rush
events. Rush will stop eventually, and you
will stili have to meet people. After all, when
classes start you want to have someone to take
notes when you're fast sleep. (Not that I've
ever missed lecture, of course, Never.)

Third on my list is: don’i worry about
flushing. “Flushing” is the not-so-polite term
that upperclassmen use to describe situations
where they tell a freshman that things aren’t
working out and tell them to move on. If you
visit a house for an extended period of time
and they don’t “click” with you or you den’t
“click” with them, they will tell you that it’s
iime t0 go. You shovid not even iei flushing
cross your mind; it might or might not hap-
pen. First these are not easy sorts of decisions
— they are not going to look out the window
and turn people away at the door. You will
have pienty of time to meet people in the ILG
before anything happens. Another thing to
know about flushing is that IL.Gs have a net-
work of “referral chairs™; if you are flushed,
you will often be referred to another house.

Flushing is at the heart of a major contro-
versy about rush. Some peogle (administrators
and students) feel that this is not something
thai freshmen should have to endure during
their firsi five days at the Institute. No one

Chitaley, Page 5
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Freshmen Can Find Support Outside of Living Groups

hitaley, from Page 4

hould tell vou that vou're not welcome. 1
wvor a more practical stand on the issue: No,
ushing is not a nice thing, but yes, you have
y find 2 place to live that you can be comfort-
ble in. And as long as R/O stays the way it is,
yshing will have to stay too.

You shouldn’t take flushing lightly — its’
clear indication that your prospects for find-
iz housing can best be satisfied elsewhere. At
1e same time, flushing is far from the end of
e werld. I liked to think that it”s rather
athartic. (For those of you on Athena, % add
ipb; % webster cathartic.) Many people,
imous and otherwise, have been flushed,
ours truly included. In fact, there's a small
laque to indicate where John Sunuru '61 was
ushed. There is even a “Flushing Trail” (a la
reedom Trail) of famous sights where people
rere flushed. (Look in your Hitchhiker’s
suide Tor more details or call the R/O Cen-
=r.) Move on and you will find a place to live.

My fourth suggestion is the one 1 believe
most strongly: Don’t believe anyone who says
yon can’t succeed at MIT outside of 2 particu-
lar living group. This is what [ hate about
rush. Hundreds of people going around telling
freshmen that MIT is an evil that crushes you
with one fell swoop. Or telling freshmen that
the only place to find support and help is in a
living group. In polite terms, that’s crap.

If MIT is so terrible a place, why would
we come back, year after year — and why
weuld we pay $25,000 2 year to keep coming
back. I don't know about you, but my parents
and I could find lots of nice things to do with
$25,000 a year, if [ had it in the first place. By
one theory, this badmouthing of the Institute
is something that psychoanalysts cail “disobe-
dient dependency.” If you really care, ask Jay
Keyser, former associate provost for institute
life and ali-around nice guy. (Also ask him to
tell you the frog and light story.)

Forget what a living group might say. You
can survive. In fact, you can do better than

survive, you can excel and have a damn good
time doing it. To quote The Oatmeal Guy,
“It’s the right thing to do and a tasty way to
do it.” (I don’t quote him very often, honest.)
Now don’t get me wrong — God knows there
are times (¢e.g. around finals) when I pray for
one of the bomb scares to be real. Unfortu-
nately, our concrete paradise on the Charles
can probably withstand a direct ICBM hit.
Yes, “Tech is hell,” an epithet that alumni
know well, But you’re here because you can
and will make it through and enjoy yourself,
No particular living group has a monopoly
on support. Saying that living groups have a
lock on support is absard. MIT employs lots
of people whose only job is to get you through
in four years (plus or minus some time). They
want to see you walk across the stage at Com-
mencement in June of 1998. And if you meet
a faculty member you like (perhaps your
freshman adviser or your Undergraduate
Research Opportunities Program supervisor),
feel free to ask them for heip too. Many of

them were MIT undergraduates themseives
who still have the battle scars to show off.

The point is this: living groups shouldn’t
use the threat of a bad MIT experience fo con-
vince you to join them.

My final suggestion is the most important
and the most cliché: have fun. 1 don’t want to
te maudlin, but these days are hard to dupli-
cate. MIT will not be the same again afier this
week. You will be ireated like kings and
queens for the next week or so. Eat all the free
meals you can get your hands on, even if you
never intend to live at that house. Trust me,
after next weck, asking upperclassmen for a

steak and lobster dinner {medium well) will -

get you & drink from the Charles.

That’s it — my quick and dirty sugges-
tions for rush. As for me, I'll be sitting back
with a remote in one hand and an ice cold
beverage in the other. If you happen to stop
by, close the door behind you because my air
conditioner will be on high.

Have a good Rush and welcome to MiT!
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For some people, isner peace is the most elusive thing on earth. Bt for
millions of others, il comes naterally from knowing God.

The God we worship never promised to make life 2 bed of roses. Bui He
gives us the inner peace and strength toendure them, and eventually (o wrivmph over
them.

That's wby we're inviling you to join a small group called "Search for
Significance”. Wherever your search for peace has taken you in the past, there's
hope for the furure. "Search for Significance” is 2 small support group of 6-10
people who meet weekly 1o discuss issues dealing with self esteern and the search
for inner peace. It is no! 3 professional therapy group.

if you are interested iy developing a trusting relationship with a small
group of peers who worl within the MIT commanity, call 253-2328 by August 30
or come to an introductory mecting on Tuesday, August 30 at Noon in Wii-128

Spousored by the Bapiist Campus Ministry at MIT, W1 1-635

R/0 Survey Results Decided

By ifung Lu
ASSGCIATE NEWS EDITOR

The resulls of a Residence and
Orientation Week survey conducted
last year aided in the planning of
this year’s R/O, said Associate Dean
of Undergraduate Academic Affairs
Mary Z. Enterline.

The UAA administered the sur-
vey iast year on Registration Day. It
asked freshmen for their reactions to
the various R/O week activities,
such as the Academic Preview and
City Days.

The survey “basically asked
them [for some demographic infor-
mation], to make sure it was a good
sample, and it asked them to evalu-
ate all the different programs and
rate them fon a five point scale]
between “Very Worthwhile” and
‘Not At All Worthwhile,” ” Enter-
line said.

Students also had the option of
answering “Did Not Participate.”

Poor ratings kill some activities

The survey results helped R/O
coordinators decide which activities
to continue. For example, the
“Breakfast with Professors” was
eliminated due to low ratings,
according to Enterline. The Acade-
mi¢ Preview was aiso eliminated
due to lack of interest.

In addition, the survey results
influenced the decision to eliminate
the Academic Convocation.

“We tried different formats and
the decision was based on three
years of data,” Enterline said.

On the other hand, the survey
data was also used as an endorse-
ment 1o continue certain R/O activi-
ties.

Project MOYA (Mave Off Your
Assumptions) and City Days both
benefited from high ratings.

“If MOY A had not gotten a con-
tinued good rating, then we would
eliminate it,” Enterline said.

Furthermore, survey data
revealed which activities needed to
be imnproved.

“There was a big difference [in
ratings] with the R/O counselors’
meeting, and we tried to improve
the training of the counselors,”
Enterline said.

Although student feedback was
definitely considered, Enterline
emphasized that feedback from
interns and the R/Q committee, as
well as committee reports from pre-
vious years, were all important in
this year’s R/O planning process.

“The survey gave us a perspec-
tive of what students found useful,”

said R/C Chair Jahnavi Swami "95.
However, “we took the information
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you a whole lot more for a whole lot
less than you think. Compare — the
HP 48( fits your budget.

HEWLETT®
PACKARD

Activities for Current Week

with a grain of salt,” she said.

The UAA will not be polling
freshmen this year, according to
Enterline.

Frosh liked activities overali

The survey data reveaied that
students considered most of the
activities to be worthwhile,” Enter-
line said. “There wasn’t anything
that had less than 50 percent partici-
pation, and many got more than 70
percent participation,” she said.

Enterline also said that the inter-
national and minority students
found the majority of the activities
worthwhife.

Highly-rated activities included
the Rush Kickoff in Killian Court
and the Keynote Speech in Kresge
Anditorium, The Academic Expo
alse “seemed to have high enough
satisfaction to continue if,” Enter-
line said.

City Days received higher rat-
ings last year than in previous years,
Enterline added.

Swamy believes that these activ-
ities received high ratings because
they help freshmen feel welcome
and adjust to a new environiment.

“IMOYA] gives them the oppor-
tunity to meet 12 other freshmen
without knowing them. ... City
Days is their first opportunity to
continue public service.”,” Swamy
said.

Clinton
Taps Three
From MIT

Committee, from Page 1

said. “They probably threw darts at
3 board to choose a university presi-
dent.”

Molina, a foimer rescarch scien-
tist at the Jet Propulsion Laboratory,
is the Lee and Geraldine Martin
Professor of Environmental Sci-
ences. Molinz has served on federal
advisory committees for the Nation-
al Acronautics and Space Adminis-
tration, the National Science Foun-
dation, and the National Institutes of
Health.

Sharp, formerly director of the
Center for Cancer Research, is a co-
founder of Biogen Inc. He received
thc Nobel Prize in Physiology or
Medicine last year for his gene
splicing discovery. Sharp has been
involved with policy committees at
the National Academy of Sciences
and the National Institutes of
Health.

Private sector perspective

The PCAST will ensure that the
private sector perspective is includ-
ed in the science and technology
policy-making process, according to
a press refease from the White
House.

Clinton called for strengthening
partnerships with industry, govern-
ment, and colleges and universities
to achieve national science and
technology geals.

“I believe we have serious grow-
ing inadequacies in our overall
R&D base that will require strong
interaction of government, acade-
mia, and the private sector to allevi-
ate,” Vest said. “Hopefully PCAST
can be helpful in this regard.”

The committee will also “serve
as a formal channel for private sec-
tor advice to the Nationai Science
and Technology Council,” a cabi-
net-levei group that coordinates sci-
ence and technology policies, the
press release said.

PeaceCorps.

The toughest job you'll everlove.
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Dean for Undergraduate Educa-
tion and Studeni Afjairs Ariltur C,
Smith made the following remarks
yesterday at the President’s Convo-
cation in Kresge Auditorium. The
Jfollowing transcript has been edited
slightly.

I have a couple of words to say
first about choices and conse-
quences, One of the things we try to
 do at MIT is to give you lots of
choices. Some of them are obvious
to you. For example you're going to
start very shortly an important
choice on where you’re going to
live.

You may have noticed if you
talked to your friends from high
school that this is not the way the
university they go to does it. At
least that’s generally true. All the
students that I know who are going
eisewhere knew in the middle of
summer that they were going to live
in Room 215 in Adams Hall with
someone who's name they knew —
but that's all they knew.

We decided quite some thime ago
that was not really the way we
wanted te start MIT students out on
their career. We want you to choose.
We want you to think about it: What
the choice 15 and what its conse-
quences are.

It’s not a choice that’s going to
have terrible consequences; almost
all students who have made the
choice rather like where they live.
They often live there for four years.

But it is a choice and it is one we
ask you to make. We wiil not give
you time enough to make it. We will
not give you ail the information you
need. We are simulating real life.

I can tell you for sure it would
make your parents more comfort-
able if they knew where your room
was now and they could move in
with you and get all your stuff set-
tled. Of course you would have to
disassemble it and make it your
own.

That is a choice that has conse-
quences. Use good sense and it will
l be a good choice.

You have some other choices to
make academically. You get to
choose your major. You get to
choose how many units you take —
after the first year. You can choose
to de your assignments or punt
them. You can choose whether to go
to class, You can choose whether to
stay awake or fali asleep. All of
those choices have some conse-
quences. Use good sense and you'll
do alright.

You have some choices in
lifestyle. No one is going to tell you
when to get up. No one is going to
teil you when to go to sleep. No one
¢lse will clean your room. No one
wiii teil you it s time to eat, or what
did you have for dinner tonight.

No one will give you good
advice about what other substances
you might ingest and in what
amounts. Afl of those decisions, all
those choices have consequences.
Use good sense and you'll be
alright.

I hope everyone gets to choose a
lifestyle that involves some exer-
cise. MIT has a lot of opportunities
for that and 1 know that it’s kept me

CLASSIFIED
ADVERTISING

i SPRING BREAK ‘95-SELL TRIPS,
i EARN CASH & GO FREE!!! Student
 Travel Services is now hiring campus
§ representatives. Lowest rates to
Jamaica, Cancun, Daytona and Pana-
a City Beach. Call 1-800-648-4849,

onate Your Live Brain to Science!
well, for 15 minutes anyway...) The
ept. of Brain & Cognitive Sciences
eeks subjects whose first language
S American English for exciting psy-
holinguistic research. Pays $3 for
5 minutes. Call Marie at 225-7599
t send e-mail to Hssa@mit.edu.

onate Your Live Brain, Part I The
epartment of Brain & Cognitive Sci-
nces seeks subjects with various
nguistic backgrounds for experi-
ents about all kinds of cool stuff
hat pay some amount of money for
arying lengths of time. Send e-mail
0 lissa®@psyche.mit.edu for & ques-
onnaire and details.

Smith Advi

sane for over 35 ycars to play
can ﬁnd your own way of domg it,
but T recommend it highly in this
particular environment.

I alsp recommend activities with
others. Quite often your education is
limiting you to a somewhat solitary
and perhaps even seifish activity.
There are lots of opportunities to do
things with other people. We have
assembled with you in this room
probably the most impressive col-
lection of people you will ever be
together with for four years. Take
advantage of them, do things with
them and for them.

Let me move from choices and
consequences to a few quick words
on what [ call real life. People often
refer to the non-academic world
outside the boundaries of MIT as
the real world. That has some
virtues, I suppose, but it.has some
fmplications which say that while
your at MIT it’s not real. I just want
to be sure you remember that 5 lot
of real life goes on.

f you choose to cross Mass.
Avenue against the light, you may
find yourself facing some conse-
quences you dida’t intend. Since |
expect to see 25 percent of you on
that moming that Chuck alluded to
in Kiilian Court, 1 hope you won’t
do that.

Also, my office iooks out on the
crossing of Mass. Avenue, and |

have a pretty delicate stomach.

ﬂxtf&pﬁldtc that to matters of
your personal safety where and
when you walk in Cambridge and
its environs. What happens when
you have unprotected sex and the
risk of AIDS. There are all sorts of
real things that haven’t been put on
hold just because you're a student at
MIT.

We had an unfortunate incident a
few years ago where everybody had
a good deal of concern for public
safety. And | heard a student say,
“Hey! It’s MIT’s job to keep you
safe.”” No. You have a responsibility
for yourself; there’s only so much
we can do. Keep that in mind. You
have responsibilities for yourself.
Y ou have actions to take.

Also there will be things that
happen outside of MIT which will
affect you. ! had a student, an
advisee, who came into my office
one day and said, “My younger
brother is in Beirut. They’re bomb-
ing the city. What can ! do?” 1
didn’t have the answer to that cru-
cial question. We tfalked. And, in

fact, we eventually worked out a

way to get him back home for a
while to be with his family.

Just last year one of my advisees
came back from Christmas, and 1
said, “How did it go?” She said,
“My parents are were just waiting
for me to go off to college.” That
was a tough hour too.

There will always be tough
howurs for gomebody Life goes on

AAVSLEL LY F 3 1 EAWASART 4

outside MIT, life goes on inside
MIT. Be prepared for that and look
for heip.

And that brings me to the next
line, which is sort of a commerciai
for the Dean’s Office: We're there
to help — in lots of different ways.

My vie that I have is a word that

ien on Choices, Consequences

I haven t quite figured out how to
tcd to me So I condensed 1t all 1nto
one short phrase: Be a doer. Don’t
Just sit and listen. You can take your
classes at MIT and think you have
done weil, by sitting and listening,
repraducing on the problem sets and
so forth. Be a doer. You know what
that means, just do it.

THOMAS K RARLO-THE TECH

Dean Arthur C. Smith advises freshmen yesterday.
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Some Call Monkey Derogatory

Picture, from Page 1

expression used at MIT. It is a frus-
trating answer given to students
who don’t understand things,”
Wechsler said. *“It was a relevant
comment to MIT life.” .

Wechsler added that she had not
known that MIT produced videos
titled “Intuitively Obvious.”

Lori A. Weldon "953, who was in
charge of producing the picture
book, said that she was surprised that
anyone found the cover offensive.

Vest, who convened a meeting
Tuesday to discuss the cover with
TCA, did not say who brought up
the complaint. *f had received no
complaint because the pictures had
not yet been circulated,” he said.

Wechsler speculated that an
administrator pointed out the possi-
bility of misinterpretation of the

Vest Tells Freshn

Vest, from Page |

someone misread your SAT scores.

You are a member of the fresh-
man class at MIT because we
believe that you have the intellectu-
al capacity, energy, imagination,
and personal will to succeed and to
contribute to this institution.

As you get to know each other,
you will quickly sense what a wide
variety of backgrounds and perspec-
tives you bring to MIT. This can be
one of the strongest elements of
your education here. You have a
remarkable opportunity to get to
know —- and learn with —- others
whose experience and outlook are
very different from your own. If you
seize this opportunity, you will be in
a much stronger position to help
build the national and world com-
munities of the next century.

One resource to help you make
these connections is contained in the
packet of materials you received as
vou checked in, It is 2 Guide to
Studies in Racial, Ethnic and Inter-
cultaral Relations at MIT. This
booklet includes a listing of some
80 subjects that deal with some
aspect of cultural awareness, ethnic
diversity, and race relations. You
will be surprised at the richness of
these offerings, and 1 strongly
encourage you to take advantage of
these resources during your under-
graduate years at MIT.

Another opportunity to extend
Your experience in a way that con-
nects with the larger world will be
presented to you next Friday, Sept.
2, when the City Days Festival will
take place. This is a day for giving
and sharing your time and talent
with citizens from your new home
town —— Cambridge. This may take
the form of working with elemen-
tary school students, assisting in
homeless shelters, or working in
soup kitchens. We hope that the

spirit of City Days will extend
beyond this event — and that many
of you will join the LINKS program
to work with Cambridge elementary
schools throughout the year ahead.
This has been a wonderfully
rewarding program for hundreds of
our students over the past few years.

Why you are here . . . and where
you are

Now let me say a bit more about
why you are here . . . and where you
are.

You are here to learn. You are
here to develop your considerable
talents to the fullest. You are here

COver.

Vest takes responsibility

President Vest stopped the distri-
bution of the picture books with the
original cover because the cover
“couid be misinterpreted as racially
derogatory.”

“Experiences on many campus-
es, including ours, clearly indicate
such events have caused substantial
anguish within the student body and
community, despite the fact that no
ilt will was intended,” Vest said,

Weldon said that Vest offered
TCA two options. “They said to either
sell themn without the covers or not sell
jthe Picture Books] at all,” she said.

“I thought — they can’t do this.
This is censorship, this is wrong,”
Weldon said. But Weldon suggested
a way around the administration’s
stance. “I suggested printing new

because you know of MIT’s reputa-
tion as one of the world’s great uni-
versities.

That reputation is well deserved.
MIT is the foremost university in
the world focused primarily on sci-
ence and engineering. Yet, as you
will learn, it is much more than that.
Ht is a place in which artistic creativ-
iiy thrives; it is a place in which the
humanities are central to the educa-
tional experience; it is a place with
world-class social sciences; it is a
place that encompasses great archi-
tecture and urban planning; it is a
piace whose management school is
setting the new direciions for orga-
nizations of the twenty-first century.

Now all universities look to and
learn from the past. They all engage
in issues of the present. And they ali
lay the groundwork for the future.
But MIT is neariy unique in the
level of our engagement with con-
temporary issues, and especially in
the strength and effectiveness of our
commitment to shaping, indeed to
inventing, the future.

MIT is a place of learning, dis-
covery, and invention. It is a com-
munity of leaming. Now that is not
just a tired phrase; it describes a
vital, organic system of teaching,
research, and scholarship in which
gveryone participates.

Education at MIiT does not con-
sist of professors simply passing
along known facts to students. Of
course, there is a basis of disciplined,
rigorous facts, methodologies, and
styles of thought that you must mas-
ter. This is the core of your educa-
tion. But beyond that, through' fresh-
man seminare, design teams, study
groups, research projects, laboratory
experiences, computer programming,
artistic and musical performances,
discussions on the Athena network,
and a wide variety of competitions,
you will learn and synthesize in
many different ways. A surprising
number of you, especially through
UROP (the Undergraduate Research
Opportunity Program) will end up
contributing in some way at the cut-
ting edge of science, technology and
creative aciivity.

Let me give you an example.
Undoubtedly most of you foilowed
with great excitement the incredible
observations of the impact of the
Shumaker-Levy comet with Jupiter.
Hopefully most of you noted that
the team that obtained the fantastic
images using the Hubble Space
Telescope was led by the MIT
astronomer Dr. Heidi Hammel. Now
get this: An important role in the
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covers and that the administration
pay for it,” she said.

Vest took up her suggestion. “1
took responsibility for the decision
to replace the cover before its distri-
bution and offered to pay the costs
of printing and binding the new
cover,” he said.

Weldon said that delaying the
selling of the picture books wili
mean that the TCA will take a ioss.

“When freshmen do not see it
during registration in the first two
days of [Residence and Orientation
Week], the books don’t sell well.
The only next opportunity to sell
themn is Activities Midway,” she said.

The new covers of the picture
book have a plain white background
and a black oval centered on the
page. Weldon said that she and
Wechsler did not have enough time
to design a more compiex cover.

Hubble cobservations was played by
Jennifer Milis, an MIT undergradu-
ate URQOP student of Dr. Harame!’s,
who wrote much of the computer
code that was used to convert the
raw numerical data from Hubble
into the clear images we all enjoyed.

This is the MIT you are entering.

What challenges face us?

1t is the next step toward the
world you will be entering .. . a
worid that presents enormous chai-
lenges and opportunities.

We are living in a time of great
change — scientific, technological,
economic and social. Qur world is
connected as never before by instan-
taneous electronic communication,
The economies of the world are
linked as never before and the glob-
al industrial competition has
brought profound change to the
companies thai many of you will
work in after graduation. We have
incredible intellectual opportunities
as our expanding base of knowledge
and scientific insirunieitation
enable us to explore newer domains
of time, space, and matter. Our
environment must be understood in
much greater detail and must be
protected through the development
of rational policy. Qur education
system must be improved. The
world’s information infrastructure
must be designed and assembled in
ways that will benéfit all of society.
Qur bridges, highways and water
supplies must be rebuilt. We must
build an inclusive, just seciety and
solve the problems of violence. We
must continne the progress of
biotechnology and medical technol-
ogy as part of the drive to improve
human health.

There surely is no lack of great
and worthy challenges for you to
educate and prepare yourselves to
face.

One of the clear, emerging char-
acteristics of scientific and techno-
logical advancement is that most
contemporary problems require
multi-disciplinary teamwork because
they are complex and many-faceted.
The design of effective consumer
products, the establishment of envi-
ronmentally sustainable societies,
the rebuilding of our urban infra-
structures, or the development and
deployment of new medical treat-
ments all require that knowledge,
expertise, and understanding from
many different fields be brought
together and integrated into a work-
able solution. This is something that
you should think about during your
education, and as you look ahead to
your careers.

Here is something that the poet
Edna St. Vincent Miltay said earlier
in this century that has remarkable
relevance to what faces us today:

Upon this gifted age

in its dark hour

Fails from the sky a meteoric
shower of facts.

They lie unquestioned, encom-"
bined.

Wisdom enough to leach us of
our il is daily spun
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But there exists no loom to
weave them into fabric.

This is your challenge: You must
be the weavers of scientific, techno-
logical, social and artistic fabrics —
and not simply the generators of
showers of facts. You must be
scholars, t¢ be sure, but you must be
more: You must be problem solvers
and combiners and team members
as well. And to do that, you must
learn not enly to analyze, but to syn-
thesize . . . and you must be able to
communicate your ideas, logically
and persuasively, through the spo-
ken and written word,

These are all big challenges. You
are up to them.

Today is the time to begin this
quest.

What you should expect
What should you expect of your

 years at MIT? First, you should

expect to work hard. Everyone here
does, so I shouldn’t beat around the
bush about it. You may recall the
words of Thomas Edison who said
that “Genius is one percent inspira-
tion and 99 percent perspiration.”
Here at MIT, you will find amazing
levels of inspiration — some that
will be thrust upon you and others
that you must seek out. But, we all
know that academic accomplish-
ment does take a ot of hard work,

Hard work at MIT, however, has
its joys — the joy of accomplish-
ment and the joy of camaraderie. If
YOu view your university experience
as a lonely, solo quest to compete
for singular goals, you will miss
much of its value. True, part of what
you need to accomplish is personai,
and you will spend solitary hours in
libraries, at computer workstations,
or at your desk. But this must be
balanced by group experiences. You
must strike new balances between
competition and cooperation in
learning and growth. Frankly, as an
institution, we are struggling with
how best to help you to create this
balance. We are experimenting with
new programs such as Team Works,
and we are learning to better define
when group learning is appropriate,
and when individual mastery alone
must be encouraged and assessed.

What eise can you expect here?
You should expect to form friend-
ships that will last a lifetime. You
should expect to form a widened
world view and personal philosophy
that is informed and profoundly
influenced by the diversity of back~
ground, race, ethnicity, and culture
of your new community. Some of
you, like myself, come from smafl
towns in Appalachia, others from
mner city LA, others from the Great
Plains, some from the mi!l towns of
New England, and still others from
great capitals around the worid.

Let me read you part of a letier
to the editor that an MIT alumna
wrote to a Texas newspaper a cou-
ple of years ago:

“After having spent 10 years of
my life in the prominent private
schools [of my city], I was naively
convinced that all parents were

lawyers, doctors or business people.
My first week on the MIT campus
was a rude yet pleasant awakening
~— one roommate’s father was an
glectrician; the other refused to
speak about her father; a close
friend’s father drove a bus for the
city of New York.” She went on to
comment that the students she knew
and valued were diverse in many
ways, but had “the drive, destre, and
potential to succeed.”

Work together; fearn together;
grow together. It is not always easy,
but you must value and gain from
your interactions. Widen your hori-
zons. Learn from your differences.
But at the same time never forget
that there must be a solid core of
vahies and poals that we all share.
These include the centrality of
knowiedge, learning and discovery,
and the neccessity of absolute
integrity and intellectual honesty.

What we will expect of you

We expect you to learn, grow,
explore and contribute to the MIT
community.

We also expect that during your
years here on campus you come to
understand why MIT exists and how
its excellence is maintained. Above
all eise, it remains excellent because
of the quality, commitment and cre-
ativity of faculty, students, and staff
it attracts and nurtures. It is excel-
lent because ihe federal government
has provided great resources to sup-
port research and education here,

But it aiso is great because of the
generous gifts of thousands of men
and women who graduated before
you. Those of you who receive
financial aid — and that is most of
you — are the direct beneficiaries of
those who have stepped forward and
said, “I was able to attend MIT
because of the generosity of others,
and I want those who follow me to
attend because they are talented and
motivated, regardless of their finan-
cial state.” This is an important tra-
dition and spirit that we hope you
will appreciate whiie you are here
and will perpetuate after you gradu-
ate.

We also hope that the MIT Class
of 1998 will be the most distin-
guished ever — distinguished by its
quality and attainments during the
next four years, and by its commit-
ment and achievements in advanc-
ing the world in the next century.

Now, before | close, I have a
question for you: How many of you
saw our recruiting video?

Remember the skier taking the
headlong plunge off the snowy
cliff?

Well, now it’s your turn.

Let’s begin by mecting one of
the most interesting and creative
thinkers on the world scene — MIT
cosmoiogisi Professor Alan Guth.

The next time we will all be
gathered together will be four years
from now — when we come togeth-
er in Killian Court, and I address
you as MIT’s graduating class in
1998.

And now, Professor Alan Guth .
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