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Nominee says research, teaching
are too important to leave behind

By Niraj S. Desai and Neil 3. Ross

Just six days after his nomination was
announced, Phillip A. Sharp yesterday
withdrew from consideration for MIT
presidency.

Sharp, professor of biology and director
of the Center for Cancer Research, said that
he was not willing to give up his research
program and teaching duties in order to
assume the position.

Refore yesterday’s announcement, Sharp’s
nomination had been expected to receive
easy approval from the MIT Corporation at
its March 2 mecting. 1t is unlikely that the
name of any new nominee to succeed Presi-
dent Paul E. Gray '54 will be presented at
the meeting. Instead the Corporation will
discuss how to resume the presidential
search process, which was suspended a week
ago after Sharp had been chosen.

The Executive Committee of the MIT
Corporation, which had voted to nominate
Sharp for president, will also soon discuss
how to find a replacement fer Gray, who is
scheduled to step down on July 1. Gray had
planned to succeed David 5. Saxon "41 as
chairman of the Corporation on that date.
Saxon had planned to retire.

Late yesterday, Gray said in a statement
that if a new president is not selected in the
next four months, the Corporation could ex-
tend his term beyond July 1. Gray also sug-
gested that the trustees could make an ex-
¢eption to the rule that the chairman retires
upon reaching age 70 in order to have Saxon
stay on as well.

Giving up research, teaching

The 45-year-old Sharp began calling mem-
bers of the administration and those in-
volved in the search process last night to in-
form them of his decision to withdraw and
to express his regrets.

He issued a statement yesterday expressing
gratitude 10 the executive committee for the
nomination, but saying that “As | anticipat-
ed dissolving my research program and
teaching duties, I came reluctantly to the re-
alization that I could not fill that void in my
life with anything else.”

“1 know the presidency of MIT is an of-
fice of extraordinary importance, challenge
and opportunity,” the statement continued.
“But in the end, | discovered that it is not
for me. | apologize for my indecisiveness
and for not fully understanding this
personal need.”

Sharp refused further public comment.

Faculty and administration members con-
tacted by The Tech yesterday afiernoon took
Sharp’s explanation of his withdrawal at
face value, rejecting the possibility of other
molives,

“My understanding is that when the con-
crete idea of closing his laboratory and es-
sentially turning his back on science came to
him, he couldn't do it,” said Faculty Chair
Henry D). Jacoby, who informed faculty
members of Sharp’s decision in a letter
distributed at noon.

Professor Eugene B. Skolnikolf '49, a
member of the faculty’s presidential search
committee, said that Sharp impressed him as
“someone for whom the sciences are very
important.” When Sharp began to confront
what he would nced to do to assume the
presidency — suspend his research projects,
dismantie his laboratory — he found he was
not able to go through with it, Skolnikoff
said.

Search commitiees may restart

The Corporation’s executive commitiee
had nominated Sharp upon the recommen-
dation of the Corporation and faculty presi-
dential search committees, which had been
working together since April 1989 to find a
suceessor for Gray.

The two committees, which met jointly,
did discuss with Sharp the need for him to
give up his research and teaching if selected,
according to Professor Lawrence M. Lidsky
Ph '62, who was on the faculty committee.

Several search committee members sug-
gested that, before he was actually chosen,
Sharp did not appreciate the full import of
what he woutd be required to give up.

“It wouldn't have gotten this far” if there
had been concern that Sharp would pull out
of the presidential race, SkolnikolT said.

Professor Phillip A. Sharp

it is possible that the executive committee
and the full Corporation witl ask the two
search committees to resume their review of
presidential candidates,

“We only recently stopped meeting Iso] we
can continue without too much of a break,”
said search committee member Claude R.
Canizares, a professor ol physics.,

Jacoby said the search committees had
identified a number of highly qualified can-
didates — each of whom would be an excel-
lent candidate. But he added that the com-
mittees will need awthorization from the
cxecutive commitice before they can restart
their work.

Second nominee second hest?

Oue faculty member belicved the search
process should start all aver again with new
search committees now that Sharp has re-

Other finalists may be reconsidered

By Reuven M. Lerner

Professor Phillip A. Sharp’s sudden with-
drawal from the presidential search means
that previous candidates on the “short list,”
including Stanford University Dean of Engi-
neering James F. Gibbons and MIT Profes-
sor of Economics Paul L. Joskow, may still
be under consideration.

Gibbons declined a presidential offer from
Carnegie Mellon University last fall, accord-
ing to The Tartan, CMU’s student newspa-
per. “l don’t have any intense desire to be
president of any institution,” he told The
Tarian last month. Gibbons reportedly re-
mains a candidate on CMU'’s new short list,

Despite his comment in The Tarran, he re-
mained a strong candidate at MIT until the
nomination of Sharp was announced last
week. A member of the faculty saw Gibbons
two weeks ago, only days before Sharp was
nominated. And a source close to Gibbons
said the dean might have accepted an offer
from MIT, but that now he would probably
stay at Stanford.

Gibbons was unavailable for comment.

In an telephone interview last month, Gib-
bons said he had spoken with the Corpora-
tion and facully search committees, but he
refused to say whether he was a candidate.
He simply said that “there are a few per-
spectives that people from Stanford might
have that might be of interest” to the search
committees.

An article in The Stanford Daily last
month reported that Gibbons would neither
confirm nor deny his candidacy, and quoted
him as saving, “1 am not looking for anoth-
er job."

Gibbons would be the fourth electrical en-
gineer to head the Institute were he elected
president.

Economics professor a possible candidate

An anonymous source told The Tech ear-
tier this week that Joskow, who was appoint-
ed full professor in 1978, had also been a
strong presidential candidate. The source,

who described Joskow as a “dark horse,”
said that Joskow had spoken with the com-
mittecs as late as Friday, Feb. 9, the day the
committees agreed to recommend Sharp to
the Corporation’s executive committee.

Joskow, who had not previously been
mentioned as a candidate, was unavailable
for comment.

Il elected, Joskow would be the second
economist to lead the Institute. Francis
Amasa Walker, the third president, was a
professor of political economy and history
at Yale before coming to MIT in 1881.

Joskow received a BA in ¢conomics from
Cornell University and a PhD} in economics
from Yale University,. He worked for one
vear as a fellow at Stanford™s Center for Ad-
vanced Study in the Behavioral Sciences and

photo courtesy Stanford Mews Service
Stanford Engineering Dean James F.
Gibbons

was a visiting professor al Harvard’s Kenne-
dy School of Government,

In addition, he has served on (he National
Science Foundation's Regulation Sub-Panel,
the National Academy of Sciences Cominit-
tee on Electricity and Economic Growth,
and the Economic Task Force of (the Nation-
al Commission for Review ol the Antitrust
Laws. Joskow has also written over 60 arti-
cles, notes, and comments, as well as three
hooks.

Other candidates mentioned shortly be-
fore the Sharp nomination included Dean of
Lngineering Gerald 1.. Wilson "61, Chemis-
try Department Chair Mark S. Wrighton,
and Jack L. Kerrebrock, acting dean of en-
gineering and a professor of acronautics and
astronautics.
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fused the nomination, c¢ven i1t that means
that the new president will not be named be-
fore July. “You've just got to think about it

. anyone who is picked out now” will be
publicly labeled as second best, he said,

“It would be a real insult ... to go io
number two on the list,” the faculty member
said.

Several search committee members also
felt that a nominee chosen soon after
Sharp’s withdrawal would be scen as the sec-
ond choice, but they argued that such a
characterization would be unfair.

“Surcly there is a danger of that, but |
think it would be a real shame if that were
the way most people perceive it,” Canizares
said. “We are not dealing with a linear rank-
ing,” he asserted, saying that Sharp’s selec-
tion was not an indication that he was better
than atl the other candidates, but only that
he had the combination of strengths and
perspectives  the committees were looking
{or,

The search process is about “identifying a
small group of individuals each of
whom would do an excellent job,” Canizares
added.

Lidsky said that some potential candidates
might <hy away {rom a renewed presidential
scarch for fear of being tagged as second
hest, but he also believed that “a simple
numerical order is oversimplifying the
process.”

What route MIT takes is in the domain of
the Corporation ¢xecutive committee, point-
ed owt Walter L. Milne, assistant to the
chairman and 1o the president. Because so
little time has passed since Sharp’s withdraw-
al, the committee has not had time to
consider options, he said.

Milne said that the only time in recent de-
cades that the Institute bhas had an acting
president was in the late 19505 when MIT
President James R. Killian Jr. °26 went to
Washington as President Dwight D, Eisen-
hower™s science advisor. Julius A, Stratton
23 served in Killians stead for more than a
year, until he was elected 11th president.

Sharp hailed for scientific work

Sharp™ decision is a “shame for MIT
{but] good for the cancer center,” said Asso-
ciate Professor of Biology David H. Raulet,
Sharp has headed the center since 1985,

Sharp has received almost universal ac-
claim as a molecular biologist, particularly
for his groundbreaking 1977 discovery of
surplus DNA and RNA splicing,

“RNA splicing is one of the great discov-
eries of our time,” said Professor of Biology
Har Gobin Khorana, a Nobel laureate in
medicine,

Biology Professor Robert A, Weinberg *64
described Sharp as a “spectacularly success-
ful scientist™ and RNA splicing as a “land-
mark™ achievement.

Sharp shared the Albert |.asker Basic
Medical Research Award in 1988, and many
scientists feel he will receive the Nobel Prize
SOOI,
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