Continuous
News Service
Since 1881

Volume 107, Number 52

Camus

David M. Watson/The Tech
Ronaid P. Suduiko.
By Thomas T. Huang

The MIT Campus Police — under ad-
ministration orders to clear *Tent City”
— arrested 1en people whe refused to
leave the site early Friday morning. The
camp consisted of homeless people and
suppaorters who were occupying a sec-
tion of the MIT-owned Simplex site 10
protest the conditions of the homeless in
Cambridge,

An administraiion source said latg
vesterday afternoon that the *Tent
City™ situation had degenerated to the
point that MIT had to act. The source
aloe said that MIT would try 1o make
sure that the location would not be oc-
cupied again.

The major reason for the removal of
Tent City was MITs congern over the
cold weather forecast for last mght, in-
volving a wind-chill facior of -20° F, ac-
cording 1o Ronald P. Suduiko, the MIT
official who oversaw the coperation.

Presideni Paul E. Gray 54, Provost
John M. Deutch ‘6] and Waler L.
Milne, assistant to the chairman of the
MIT Corporation, were out of town
and couid not be reached for comment,

The Campus Police arrived at the siie
shortly after 6:30 am, said Suduiko,
who is MIT’s special assistant for gov-
crnmental relations and community af-
fairs. A1l about 7 am, afier discussions
and warnings, those who refused 1o
leave the site were arrested on trespass-
ing charges, and some were also charged
with disorderly conduct. Those arrested
were turned over to the Cambridge Po-
lice for booking.

“The solution to this problem —
long-term or shori-term — cannot be
reached by the actions of a single insti-
tution,” Suduiko explained in a public
statement. “This is a national, state and
local policy problem. Tt is also a tragic
problem for the individuals involved,
and requires collaborative and concert-
ed efforts on the part of many,”

Among those arrested were one resi-
dent of Tent City, three other street pec-
ple, one MIT student, one former MIT
student, and four other supporters.
They included: Beret Anderson, Miriam
Ansara, Susan Durkee, Charlene Gil-
bert, Bruce Greenholtz, Carlos Gonza-
¢z, Ralph 5. Guerasey, Steven Fernan-
dez, Evelyn Parks and Steven Penn G.

The arrests came four days after the
Cambridge City Council appointed a re-
presemaiive from the Cambridge De-
partment of Human Services to mediate
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Charlene Gilbert, a member of the Massachuseits Coahtion lor the Homeless,

I riday morning.

negotiations between MIT and the
homeless and two weeks alter the City
Council asked MIT not 10 evict the
romeless until a mutually acceptable
agreement was reached.

The homeless had been living on the
site since Oct. 16, following a weekend
demonstration initinted by the Simplex
Steering Committee, a group opposed
to MIT development in that area. The
homeless bad asked for decent living
conditions and had iried o inerease
general public awareness of the prob-
lems of the homeless. They had also
tried to garner support from the Cily
Council.

Immediately betore the arrests were
made, Suduiko said he offered 1o give
the street people a ride 1o a shelter or to
a heaith facilitv, or to motel rooms
which MIT would make available for
the weekend. Seven people accepted
MIT™ offer at that time, he said.

But Daniel J. Glenn G, a protesier
who avoided arrest, claimed that only
two ol those seven ultimately ook the
offer.

MIT made such a move because it
was concerned with the heaith and safe-
iv of the people a1 Tent City, as well as
citizens who live in the vicinity, Suduiko
said, According to the MIT News Of-
fice, the Institute had expressed concern
about open fires on the site, the use of
candles in the tents, the oncoming cold
weather, the Jack of sanitation and run-
ning water, and occasional lights.

But Ralph S. Guernsey, an advocate
tor the homeless, called such claims an
exeuse to remone the homeless in order
1o continue real estate development at
Simplex. ! am outraged and embar-
rassed for MIT,™ Guernsey said. “l sin-

cerely hope that this is not the caliber of”

education and morality that MIT stu-
dents are receiving, When one of the
largest and wealthiest universities in the
world marshalls all of the resources
avaiiable 10 it to suprress rather than as-
sist homeless people, something s
dreadfully wrong.”

Several protesters later claimed that
the Campus Police treated them rough-
ly, but Captain Anne P. Glavin said she
saw no evidence of police brutality. She
said, “When they're warned and warned
and warned, and they don’ go, we have
to piace hands on people to remove
them.”

Gitbert, who works for the Massachu-
setts Coalition for the Homszsiess and
who way one of the people arresied,
said, "1 am dwsturbed by what 've seen.
The homeless had agreed to leave, and
supporters were helping themn leave. The
homeless asked for a few more minutes
to pack up, but the arresis started al-
most randomiy.”

“Either fthe patrol officers] have not
been trained to handle protesters in a
protessional way, or they were not tofkd
(O exercise any restraint,” said Nancy
Ryan, director of the Women's Commis-
sion for the City of Cambridge, who
witnessed the arrests. '

Associale Provost S. Jay Keyser said,
*“1I"m sorry it happened, but it was inevi-
table”

IT removes protesters

Police arrest 10 including four homeless

City Councillor David E. Sullivan "74
said that the city government “will not
be happy [to hear of the arrests] be-
cause more than a week ago it had
passed resolutions asking MIT to not do
precisely what it did.” He said it would
turther complicare matters between
MIT and the city,

Suduiko said that, before the arrests
took place, he handed out a Cambridge
Department of Human Services list of
facilities Tor the homeless in Cambridge,
including shehters, free meal services
and other social services.

“These people are not here because
there is no place else 1o go,” he said, “N
is clear, based on a report 1o the City
Council tast Monday by the Director of
Erergency Services. that suflicient shel-
ter factlities exist in Cambridge. This
small group of individuals have not
availed themselves of these services in
the past month.” Specitically, the home-
fess had rejected an of¥er from a Cam-
bridge businessman of <ix months of
free housing, Suduiko said.

Suduiho said MIT was discussing
ways the Institute, along with others in
the pubhic and private sectors, could
tind leng-term solutions to the problem
of shelter for the homeless. For esam-
ple, MiT provides the land tor the larg-
est smgle homeless shelter in Cam-
bridge, the Cambridge and Somerville
Project tor Alcoholism  Rehabilitation
facility al 240 Albany Strect.

Saturday, November 21, 1987

¢ A A IR

MIT
Cambridge
Massachusetts

e}

cae aebe
AR RIS s

Photo courtesy Phil Barber

Stephen Fernandez, o former MIT student, was arresied by the MIT Campus Pohce

carly Friday morning.

Councilliors: arrests may impede Simplex plan

BB: Seth Gordon
and Akbar Merchant

Members of the Cambridge City
Council vesterday said MIT™ arresis of
the “Temt City™ protesters oy under-
mine MIT's proposal for deveioping it
26-zere Simples property. Even betore
sesterday™ incident, several of the City
Councitlars had expressed opposition 1o
MITS proposals, which will come under
review by the City Councit nest year,

Councillor David E. Sullivan 74 said
MITS cviction of the hemeless protest-
ers will “turn wp the hear at Cny
Coupnail™ in terms of requiting more
housing to be built on the Simpley site.
“} will be taking a very hard linc on that
1ssue,” he said.

Four members of the nine-member
Cambridee City Council had been en-
dorsed by the Cambridge Civie Associ-
ation an last moaths elections, an orga-
nisation opposinig. the current proposai
for development dt Simplex.

Alice Woll, a counciller supported by
the CCA, called the arrests “irrespon-
stble,” especially after the City Councit
had unanimously called for MIT to ne-
gotiate with Tent City through a media-
tor. “I don’t exactly know how |, as a
city councillor, will respond, except with
outrape,”

Wolt' sard she doubted MITY claim
that the action was 1aken to protect the
homueless from the cold weather expect-
vd this weekend, since she said she
thought the eviction was planned carlier
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was arrested by the MIT Campus Police carly

in the week. “It sounds 10 me like a po-
litical decision.”

Considering how MIT administrators
have recently discussed the importance
of social responsibility, Woli wondered,
*What hind of education i it for 1he
students 10 see this kind of action?™ The
arrests expose MIT'S hypocrisy, she
said,

William Walsh, an mdependent coun-
citlor in favor of MIT™ proposed devel-
apmenis, called the crackdown “unfor-
tunate.” He regretied that the tormer
residents of Tent City had not accepted
the ofier of one privaie landlord, who
offered them three apartments rent-free
for six months in « ..tange for rent con-
trol eaemptions. Because ihe Institute
owns the property, MIT adminisirators
have the right 10 cvict trespassers, he
siid.

1 the City Council were to take ac-
tion against MIT, Cambridge might be
sending the wrong inessage to other

tandowners who would fear greates City
interference in their own affairs, Walsh
said,

The city could seize the houses Tent
City wants under “eminent domain.”
according (o Woll. But the city would
have to pay MIT fair market value for
them, Residents and supporiers of Tent
City have ashed that the city do this,
while Woll feared that the vity could not
aflord it. Many others, she said, have
asked the same for other properties be-
cause of problems with rent control,
fire, or abandonment. Cambridge has
turned these requests down. “The city 15
primarily not in the housing busmess,”
Wolf explained.

The problem of homeless citizens is
not unigue to Cambridge, she said. She
attributed the causes of homelessness to
a shoriage ol housing construction, the
premuature refease of mentally il trom
institutions and the increasing ndt be-
tween the atfluent and the poor in the
United States.

Twenty demonstrators demand
meeting with MIT officials

By Michael Gojer

Arud a tense protest in front of his
oftice. Ronald P. Suduiko, special assis-
tant for govermmental relations and
communily affairs, said tate vesierday
afternoon  that he would meet with
*Tent Ciy™ demonstrators o discuss
their complaints, but refused 1o commit
1o 2 speeific time.

Following MIT' eviction of Tent City
residents, abous 20 protesters — staging
i two-hour sit-in on the second foor of
Building § — accused Suduiko of failing
1o ncgotiate with Tem City,

The protesters crowded the hallway at
about 2:30 pm, chanting “We want Su-
duiko” in front of a swarm of local me-
dia television cameras. Among the pro-
testers were about five homeless
residents of Tent City, which was
cleared carly yesterday morning by MIT
pofice. Also among the demonstrators
were six students and about seven advo-
cates of the homeless.

The clapping, rallving protesters
asked for President Paul E. Gray 'S4
and Walter Milne, assistant to the chair-
man of the Corporation, Both were out
of 1own.

When Suduwiko arrived to meet the
protesters around 3 pm, Daniel I.
Glenn G, a supporter of the Tent City
group, formally presented him with
photographs of the Tent City dwellers
being wrrested carly yesterday morning
and with a copy of the Tent City pro-
posal to which MIT has refused to re-
spotid, Glenn said,

Glenn claimed that even the Cam-
bridge chiet of police “was oulraged by
the actions of the MIT police.”

Nancy Ryan, director of the Women's
Commission for the City of Cambridge.

said she was pulled out of a tent by an
MIT police officer while trving to help
pack a Tent City resident’s belongings.
“All at once, they opened up the backs
of the vans and started throwing people
m,” Rvan said.

Sudwko said that MIT had been in
the process of talking 10 many people
abour the issues tnvolved in the Simples
development and the Tent City encamp-
ment. Bui when specilicatly questioned
it he had talked to the Tent City resi-
dents. Suduiko said, “No, we have not.”

“We're willing to deai with these is-
sues,” Suduiko said. Despite the protes-
ters’ chants of “when?” and almost 15
sepaiate requests for a specitic meeting
time, Sudwiko said, 1 can’t give vou a
date right now.” Protesters encouraged
Suduiko to “coramil [himsell] to so-
mething.”

One siudent was restrained by the
MIT police as he tried o follow Su-
duiko down the hall. He was held back
by a patrol officer and then by William
Cavellini, spokesman ltor the Simplex
Steering Committee — a group that
wants MIT to build moere housing at
Simples than currently propaosed. Cavel-
lini feared a fight might break out. *No
more arrests,” he said.

“We will be leaving here today with-
out a mecting,” Cavellimi said. He ac-
cused Suduiko of insipcerity with regard
1o seiting up an appointment. Cavellini
said MIT had a long history of failing 10
tollow through with promised mectings.
Suduiko rebutted the charge, and o
short shouting match between hitn and
Cavellini ensued.

“li' insulting that vou can't sei up a
meeting today™ one protester toid
Suduiko.
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